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ORIGIN OF THE GUANCHES 

PARALLELS WITH ANCIENT EGYPT? 

by 

Reinhard Prahl 

Summary 

Dr. Joann Fleteber, Prof. Don Brotbwell, University of York., and Joyce 
.....J..""',"'" of examined an about 500 years old Guancbe mummy from the 
Islands. They found simiJarities to in 

Thc methods were up to now regarded as unique and bave only been 
Ir'I'IH'lP'lI1 to Egyptian mummies, mummified 1.070 Be. The research results with 

.....'r...,'ntll" al~C(~I)te(l flil""""", of settlement of 
imimil~M!ltio,n waves from Northafrica to tbe lslands bave 

"' ......... 'n 1.100 Be. Due to tbis reason as weil as to further cultural e.g. 
experts come (0 tbe tbat contacts between Egypt and the 

lslJmdls, had existed. Both cultures, might have had 

THE PYRAMlDS of Guimar on 
have world-famous Thor 
Heyerdahl's have been 
described and examined 
last few years. LittLe has known as 
yet, cultural an religious 

an about 500 years old 
mummy at the University of 
07.March1999 and came to very 

sent in 2001: "Cave Mummies 
Canaries"l. The team 
could throw a completely new 
on the prehistory of the Canaries, 

similarities between the 

J results are published in H.: In Search of 
the Immortals: Mummies, Death and the 

2001, p. 160-170 
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21 st 

dynasty and the so 
111 

Guanche mummy 
were discovered. 

on these 
responsible Jor 
perSlms did 

lived in 

Of course this is a very 
and the 

to find very 
methods also on the 

repeatedly 
Geheimnis der Mumien", p. 162 

4 Ban;os, Jose, 



with them was avoid, because they were 
Uf/lv}",n a impure, since occupied with the 

emptying copses, On Ihe other hand Ihe 
true embalmers proper, task it was 10 

embabn the corps es, could 
cilizen 's For ancient Egypt it was 
the historian Diodorus who pointed to the 
unpopularity ofthe corpses openers. had 
been so unpopular that they to hide 

work not to be 6 Diodorus' 
has even been the pattern for the famous 
novet: "Uarda", the German author G. 

ANCIENT Canarian mummification 
determined by Fletcher and her 

look typically Egyptian: the Guanches, 
the exeeuted a cut on the left 

region and removed the 
organs. were cleaned and then 
into the abdomial carity ofthe mummies.7 The 
cut was then stitched up cleanly in the 

sutures , were 
Egyptians. But this is 

not an indication another mummification 
technology: the Guanches (for geographical 
reasons) did not have access to the same 
materials. There was only some farming on 
the Plants to produce clothes, were 
non same stock farming. 
Cows were unknown, the natives 
the Canaries used goatskins or kid-Ieather. 
Understandably is circumstance 

in mummification practiees. 
Whereas inhabitants of the Nile country 

linen bandages, made c10thing 
the GlIanehes were only able to lIse 

was at their disposal: up to 15 layers of 
At last the fmgernails toe 

were attaehed with threads. The was 
with beeswax and Perhaps 

5 Schmidt, p. 84, translated !Tom German to 

6 Hawass, p.138 

7 cf. de Tenerife, p. 35 Braem pp. P. 

44, F, 
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most important parallel to the Egyptian 
mummies of the 21 sr dynasty can be seen m 
the fact that the Guanche 
used subcutaneous 
corpses. practiee is known elsewhere 
on[y from aneient Egypt, and was in vogue 

after 1070 

Sueh an unusal treatment corpses 1S not 
unique on the Canary Tslands. we can read 
e.g. in the exhibition catalog of 
Arqueologico y de 
r..,,,npl'.1 to 

part 0/ the rites of the 
different child of 

operation per/ormed onlhe corpses: washing, 
and treatment with 
desiccalion and covering. 8 Al1d 

a little below: To some 0/ 
UU;HU,rtCt'.). 

annotation the bodies were 
eviscarated, even with extraction the 
brain. 9 

LOOKED at superficially were also 
instances of difterence in mununification 
technologies. The did not 
same and anointing 
embalming as the 

used in 
the Canary Islands. The bandages show 
dissimilarities for the same reasons. In 
examinations of 
found up to 15 layers . It is 

the Egyptians did not use goatskins 
bandages of cloth. But obvisouly what cloth 
fabries were the Egyptians, namely 

burial material, were for 
The paralleis then altogether 

seem to be quite Caution 

p- 47 
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Reconstructed Head from a Guanche; 

Museo Arqueologico y Etnografico de Tenerife; catalog, p.36. 
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necessary, says 
Germer. Available 
too 

e.g. Renate 

to our own 
that the preservation corpses doesn't allow 
too many possibilities, dehydration ist the fIrst 
supreme dictate. So it would seem only logical 

worldwide have 
contaets. For quite 

manner of stuffing 
doubtful. 

been made 
newspapers articles. 

about the missing 
Africa and America In 

Thor Heyerdahl, in 
is it meanwhile hard to see 
with pyramids, 

the gigantic 
All 

volcanic rock, 
mainly basalt. 

on T eneriffa is 
long the 

a base of 35 x 16 
meters and 6 is just 12 meters high. 
Braem and Walter R Hähnel indicate an 

pyramidsaverage meters for 
of 10 x 20 meters, 
another one 9 x meters. comparision 
with the chufupyramid with ist meters 

rectangular but uneqllally 

of height and 23 0 m of 
buildings on the 

In other it 
on 

the Canary Islands cannot be compared to 
monumental pyramids of Egypt. are not 
incidentally only on pyramids, 
but also on Canaria and Las Palmas. 

shows 
with the pyramids on Canary 
three sides it is sOllrrounded by 8 small 

it built 
of the 1. dynasty, who is 

to have lived arollnd 2910 RC. This 
has, however, probably been sitllated 

circa 4 meters depth, and 

Though this tomb was 
of mud-bricks of 6 meters 

very 
it been 

It Is SllPPOSed 
Adjib, 7111 

nobody wou Id 

have looked 
pyramids, had 
ground. 

A rather direct 
observed the 11.a;:>la'ua;:> 

Can it then 

WELL-KNOWN experts like 

of thc 

II Hähnel, p.359 
l2 Institutum Austria, telephone call 
from 26. March 2004 
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ldllmlsr.lnstitutum Vöcklabruck (Austria), 
Waltel' B. Hähnel, ALMOGAREN, p.367. 
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Some of the Most Important Pyramid Forms; 

Institutum Canarium Vöcklabruck (Austria), Walter B. Hähnel, p.368. 
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Econ, Lehner, "Das Geheimnis der Pyramiden" p.St. 

even their 
the pyramids have 

Some (mostly 
13 Hähne], p. 362 
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built in an exact 
manner and, moreover, cornerstones have 

cut to which were 
essential for the general form, or 
configuration, of these buildings. 

the pyramids 
as yet, not cannot be dated 

As yet no method is known to at 
least approximately determine wh ich has 

lt is also not 10 use the covering of 
which is extremelyon 

light and humidity. Guimar one finds 
scarcely lichen on the rocks and slones, Ihe 
climate is ,,15 

On the other the form or 

uJ{\,rla'f1 by 

ge()IO!!lC:il age of the material 
but this is for 

at which point in time the stone 
by man. Organic material, 
been used for C 14 

climate 
Canary Islands volcanic rock, 

weathers only very slowly. 
of ,he 
especially 

monuments of an as yet unknown 
show not only with 

but also with the Megalithic cultures 
There, these 

been between 4500 

Islands same 
period? 

Also low age most of the 
mummies there, between 500 Re. and the 

a 
AD J6

, not neeessariJy speak 
age Guanche ( Iarald 

follows: 
found 
R.P.) in the 
roofed over 
that they were 
family. 10 ccJrbon dating the 
skeletons were aboul a Ihousand years old 

Braem says about the C14-dated 
"Exaclly 34 skeletons 

(near La 
chamber, wh ich had 

not very much for 
not very useful Ut;'~UL'''''' """WAU"')c:, 

discontinued 
tradition to use 
ift ' olme ,,17 

Till today the earliest 
Islands by is thought 
quite latelS 

. 

on and a seeond on 
More reeent researches date the 
far back as the 

16 Kelley and Smeenk 
17 tanslated from 
18 Rafael 

dates the first settlement of the 
Hähnel p. 362 Islands by man about 500 p. 143 

15 translated from German, p.364 19 private communication with Mr. Ulbrich 
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Verneau, 
- has a 

& 

often somewhat higher built.23 

average. 

they are exactly in ('",~i-",rtn 
described racial type. 

23 taken from p. 89 f. 

24 Congreso p. p. 7 I 

25 indication from H. Ulbrich 


There can 

20 	Schmidt, p. 65 

Schmidt, p. 78 


22 Kutzer p.50 

26 far eXlUDDIe 
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Another for the origin of Guanches 
may be seen in the famous "whistle language" 

Canary calIed "el-Silbo". We 
not a kind of in the 

use of which " words 
whisper 
Especially interesting in this cormection is 
fact as late even as our present this 

kind 
among the of 
(wh ich has ever been part of 

communication has 

same marmer 111 1S still used on 
Gomera, to communicate over 
d istances. 29 

we are here on the of the 
partial and COI're:;pcmdem~es between 
the cultures of Egypt, and the 
Guanches of Islands. In the same 
manner, in which it can be made 
certain that the Canarian 

North African 
for the 
finds Nabta Playa in the Libyan 
dated to the millennium 

In this 
had never been a 

but have been 
composed of Nubian and 
groupS30. If one those immigration waves 
to Canary Islands which have tenetatively 
been dated to 1100 BC, from North 

the cultural would 
constitute no great 

28 Schmidt, 
p.8J 

30 see the important article of Kaiser MDAIK 
or Egypt 
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goes to Dr. Renate 
Dr. Fleteher, 

as well as 

aulrmlJlige """lI'"''''.''''''''''''''' Z. B. im l:'y,nunillleoba1u, 
es Kontakte zwi'iichen 

Prahl 

D-44225 Dortmund 

Tel: 0049-231-97-614-94 
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