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RINGS STENNESS, BRODGAR 

THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTH GREENLAND 
ISLANDS, SCOTLAND, c.3200 BC) 

Dr. R.M. de 
Wakefie Id 

Summary 

and tbe of Brodgar are tbe IAII'Uil'l~t 
in anti an.ong tbc premier megalithic 
werc tbe j ump-off point from coastal E urope to islands 
tbc looked for tbe borne of tbe SunGod in the west. 
dated e.3200 Greenland's Soutb and Soutbwest 
was buHt of 12 stones, also to commemorate tbc discovery of a new in tbc 
nortb, .Jan Mayen, 12° oflatitude abovc tbe Orlrncys. Tbe Ring was origißally 

of 61 stoßes to thc arca aroußd tbc SW at 61°N. 
IIccd number of stoßes encode tbe later (c.2500 

Baffin-Island. 

between the 

ORKNEY ISLANDS are tocated in 
of 

1). has a diameter 
about 30 miles and the southerly 

shores are situated 10 miles (16km) north of 
mainland, at the side of 

caHed the Firth. 

of the megalithic monuments 
on the largest called 

"Mainland". three are ""L"''''_U 
on one of the most beautiful megalithic Originally, the Ring of ~te~nness 
in the world, a narrow land stones set in a 
Ness of (Fig.2). This is an isthmus meters (105 feet) 
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a 

Fig.J Center. (j[ClunJplan nfthe S\ones OrSlenness. represcllling Cape Far\'cL 
<",rc\;nlamJ (c.32()() BC, Ref.4) Photos May 2004: (3)= view v,, : ThL "altar stones" 
sh(lwll1g a narrow passage [0 more land in the west Tll C "elbm\ stone" sho\\s thc saillllg 
route rrOIn Cape Fan'el to S\.\ Cape. Ibr view SW. (C)= view N1\W . (d)- \"i\;\\ SSW' 
The.J stones cncod~ lhe CrT' sing !Tom Greenland [0 Barfin lsland at 59-4 - 63':-<. 
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Today it has only 3 of the big stones, which 
range in from 4.8m to 5.7m, one 
smaller bent menhir of2m, and a smalJ group 
of 3 stones inside the Ring. three 
standing flagstones are huge, only 30 to 
40cm thick, which is surprisingly thin. The 
tops of the largest stones are angled about 
45°. At side of the is the 

bent 

Around the 

for radiocarbon 
VV'."I<I...,.... from the 

(Refs.4­
ditch was found to be 

water table and was therefore 
originally with water, 

apparentlya deliberate element ofthe design. 
ditch and outer bank are 

today. 

12 ORIGINAL flagstones are indicated 
positions in the center of 

by the clumps of "setting 
stones", once around the base of 

stones. 12 may have been a 
small stolle. excavations in the Ring in 
1973 revealed a stone lined rectangular 

at the center (Fig.3), with burned 
charcoal, grooved ware 

(Refs.4, 1 17). It also 
which is burned 

the Orkneys. 
the center is the 

stones", that were re­
positions (Fig.3a). 

stone or wood 
have been discovered nearby. The 

area has been subject to small 

archaeological projects, but 110 major 
excavations have been done. 

OPPOSITE 

was a 
ceremoniaJ 

wrre 
the 

awesome, the 
Orkneys, 5.6m (18 ft) tall, L5m 
only 40cm thick. 1930, a 
another stone recorded 
roadwork. 

About 140 meters NNW of the 
the loch, stood a "holed" menhir, 
and 1 m wide, called the Odin 
It was destroyed by a 

that visitors to the 

'{he Ring ofBrodgar 
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a 

Fig.4 a) Thl: \\'akh Slolil. (5.(,1111 ncar loch 
Slcnllcs~ at Ihe 51.lr1 ofth\: BnJgc of ßrodgal'. 
(bI A portIoll ofBalllhow;e l\colilh ic Village 
nol1h (Jf lhe Stones 01' Stcnness nCllf Loch 
HHTTll)'. (c) A menhir 100 fcet eilst a",fBilrnhollsc 
Villagt (Ph01QS f\'IIlj' 20041 
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ditch and wall) of It is an accurate groundplan 
12). not Fmm the 

be 

down. 

stones. 
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Fig,5 (al Thc Ring 01" Brotl!.:ar looking n('rlh. 11 rC'rre~cnt~ Ihe SW Cape"1\ 61 '''l (111<: 

onginlll (1) stones) (h l Tht; lOps ot"!he stoncs. JIi<c· Ih is one, rcscrnh lc Soulh GtCCllland . (cl 

The "c: lhnw sInne" ncar lhe '1W exil sho\l"~ Ihe ~CIIling route arOlIllJ Ihl SW Cape. 

(PhOIOS 1\1ay :.!004) (elller: /\n aerial (1holo (lflhe Ring ofBroubar 1(IOklllg nOl1h (Ref.5) 
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Fig.6 Some pointed stOlles ofthc Ring of Brodgar (2. I m-4 .6m). 111cir tops resemble 
oulh Greenland (below). 1111: lower lefl photo (c) is lookmg nonh IIp the Loch ofHana) . 

The other photos are h oking into the dark hcathcr of the center of lhe Ring. 
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Fig.8 (a) Thc RlOg of Bookan. vicw 
soulh ~cross the Loch of lenn~. 5 

toward the Knove ofOnston. (b) Ihc 
Comd Slom:, ,iew SE ,ICroSS Iht; 
Loch nt" Hana)' IOward Ma ~ I!O\\C 

(bcbmd lhe top arthe sI ne). 
(c) Two Standing tone· in the yard 
ofa house SE prthe Ring ofBrodgar, 
wlth Lo<:h Harray in lhe background 
(c.320() BC). 
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ditches and outsidethat reaSOIl, is not In and 
atunnoticed by 

many mega lith ic 
Brodgar, 

stone 
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Cape Farvel, c.3250 BC 
is So circle of 

Cape Farvel, the south placed in the center, about 300 
construction of earthwork. 

#12 may 
of Jan Mayen. 

represented Farvel, 
at 71-1 60oN. 

of 

center of the Ring, the 
to the left, or NW 
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Cape, which 

may 
commemorate that 

to the west 
never 

apart 

meamngs. 
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carefully designed coast of Loch 
coastal area of Greenland 

the Ring of 
the West 

small road 
SW to the 
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b 

Fig.9 Standmg tones along the shore ofthe Loch ofStenness, between Bookan and thc 
Ring or Brodgar (barely visible at the horizon, pholos b.c). Stone d I furthest rrom Ihe 
Ring, a is closer. b is c10ser yel, and c is ne:trCSI 10 Brodgar. 
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The Azores became very 
discovery 

return route from 
with the wind 

monument 
at 

51 oN. 
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huge are located, at 90­

Dav~ 3° 
Farvel, has a length of 2x3= 6 Moiras= 


NM. The 6° 

a length of 3 Moiras= 

.""',, ....., • ., are correct. 


was filled in, 

Ocean could 


became 


anymore. 

The large was to 
today's 27 This number 1S much 

:stennc~ss, which means 
the SW 

Added together, 
had 27+4= 31 menhirs, encoding 

uu,'u"-,,", of the 
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the earth. This search 
of 

passage 

earth. 

monument in 
(Ref.35). 

date 
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