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Summary

The ruins called GUSUKU in Ryukyu (Okinawa) Islands are usually considered as a kind of
castle, however most of the GUSUKU have religious sanctuary called UTAKY in which people
do some religious behavior. A legendary goddess AMAMIKO in Okinawa was believed to be
the constructor of the TAMA-GUSUKU castle; one of the oldest GUSUKU in Tamagusuku-
village. The TAMA-GUSUKU-castle has queerly carved pgate by digeing out of limestone of
aw ppheaval coralb reel The shape of the gate is alike o GOHOR A-shell (Srrombus latissimus)
itself and that in the form of a bracelet, which was the special symbel of political and religious
power in mainland Japan especially in Kyusyw in the war time of middle-stage in the Yayoi
period (about 200 BC — 50 ADY), The GUSUKU should be made by a religious and political
group of womeén named AMAMIKO who came from mainland Japan about 2000 years ago.
The native people of Okinawa respected the AMAMIKO very much, and the AMAMIKO
graduatly had become a prototype of the goddess, this being considered to be the origin of
characteristic religion in Okinawa. A chant that has been handed down orally in Okinawa
shows that the people from mainland had come to Okinawa in guest of kuni-no-naosa {the
peace of nation).

The GOHORA-bracelets, contzining so-called “hoe blade-shaped stone” that was made of
stone keeping its shape as that of the shell-bracelet, were distributed almost all over Japanese
Islands until about 350 AD, Therefore, the GOHORA from Okinawa was supposed to be one
of the symbols of the unity among the small states of Japanese Islands for ending the
wartime,

The greatest symbol of the followed new age so-called Kohun (ancient burial mounds) period
was the huge tomb that was named archacolpgically as “keyhole shaped mound”, which was
noticed to be alike to the hoe blade-shaped stone that originated from the GOROURA-shell,
This' suggests that Okinawa Island was once considered a kind of Utopia for the first
established united nation in Japan at the early stage of the ancient burial mounds period,
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1. A strange Hwmesiope pate of castle ruins
in Twmapusuku village

THE RUINS called GUSURU in Bwvukw
{Okinawa) Islands are usually considered as a
kind of castle, however many arguments on
the significance of the GUSUKL! have been
continuing for Jong time, because GUSUKU
is seemed not onty: for defensive institution,
BEven pow, most of the GUSUKU bhave
religious sanctuary called UTAKT in which
people do some religious behavior, although
the UTAKI s not always inside of the
GUSUKU. There are no such places in the
castle’ of mainland Japan. The people in
mainland Japan uswvally do their religious
behavior inthe shrine ortemple.

There s one of the oldest CUSURY named
TAMA-GUSUKU in Tamagusuku village.
According to a legend, the goddess
ARANMIKG, who vas believed o booa ind
of creator of Okinawa, constructed the
TAMA-GUSUKU castle. 1t has not been
knowii ¢learly who the AMAMIKO was in
the history of Okinawa, We would like 1o
approach to the lost history of Japan,
examining the queerly carved gate of
TAMA-GUSUKU castle, which is shown in

Fig.1.

Although we can see some building blogks of
limestone in part, the gateof the GUSUKU is
clear to be made by digging out of a big
lmestone of an upheaval coral reefl The dug
height of the gate is 1,75 m or more. The
lower part of the gate is finely curved, giving
a belief that the gate was made artificially
with & mysterious intention.

The legendary AMAMIKO might be 3 real
person, because “she” made this artificial
institution, and also she might be considered
to be g leading person.of a group that was big
enough to construct such a Jlarge-scale
GUSUKU castle. This postulation would lead
that there might be a certain hidden historical

facts in the background of this legend.

Presume that the TAMA-GUSUKU was
constructed mainly: as a defensive facility
preparing for outbreak of battle. The main
gate of the defensive facility generally should
have a strong door not to be destroyed by
outside invader, so that the lower part of the
gate should be simply square. The gate
shown in Fig.l must be difficult 0 have a
strong door, because it is so complex in s
figure of bottom. In fact, there is no any trace
that the gate once ‘had the door. These
findings suggests that the TAMA-GUSURU
castle had not been constructed as the facility
for batile. Therefore we have to consider
about ‘the sanctuary that is the -other
significance of the GUSUKU. This might be
connected with a historical phenomenon that
tock place about 2000 wvears ago. in the
middle stage of Yavei Period as described
below, At that time, a number of people came
to Okinawa from mainland Japan.

2: The origin of the ficure of pate might be
g shape of cell-bracelst

ABOUT 3.000 years ago, the cultivation of
paddyv-field rice was introduced from
continental China and/or Korean peninsula.
This new.culivre was widely spread in almosi
all part of Japanese lslands together with
metal techndque vp o shout 2300 vears ago.
The spread of these new' technologies was
epoch-making for opening of a new time
called Yayei period that bad been continued
up to-about 250 AD for more than 600 years,
the beginning time of the Ygvei being one of
the hottest disputing points at present.

The population in Japanese Islands increased
with  the spread of new agriculiural
technotogy. At the same time, with 2
misfortune,  the new civilization brought an
age of ¢ivil wars caused by shortage of field
and water that were required for more and
stable rice crop.

Curiously,  such wartime of Yayoi period

middle stage, special bracelets that were
made from big shells collected in Okinawa
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Fig.1: The gate of TAMA-GUSUKU castle
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islands had become popular in mainland
Japan - especially in Kyusye Figure 2 shows
the whote shell that is called GOHORA in
general -at present, which seems to be
connected with construction of the TAMA-
GUBUKU as deseribed below.

BY THE WAY, the fagr that the shell
bracelet  was  made  PBom GOHORA
{Strombus lotissimus) Trom Okinaws had not
been known for fong time, until Dr. M
MNagai, an anthropologist of Kyushn
University, proved i in 1969,

The Xabi-no-hemg shell wiound; also one of
the ruins of the Yayel perfod middle stage, is
located about L3 km fr from TAMA-
GUSURU castle. Onge from this shell
mound,  archaeologists  unearthed  a
GOMHOR Acshell tracelet,. which the same
type was shown in Fig3-2 comparing with
the right-and-left reversal figure of the pate
(Fig.3-1). The shape of the bracelet made
from GOHORA was changed later as shown
in Fig3-3 (by Professor Kinoshita of
Kumamoto University) in around 200-300
AD that was between the last stage of Yavoi
and the first stage of the KOHUN (ancient
burial mounds) period.

These figures show that the shape of the
castle gate is very much alike to GOHORA
itselfl and that in the form of the bracelet.
Therefore, a conclusion could be obtained
that the gate of the GUSUKU was dug out
imaging the GOHORA and its bracelet, and
that the GUSUKU should be made by the
power of people came from mainland Japan
with help of native people of Okinawa 2000
VEArs ago.

The legend in Okinawa indicated that those
people consisted of mainly women, or their
leader was a woman named AMAMIKO. The
native people of Okinawa respected the
AMAMIKO very much, and she gradually
had become a prototype of goddess, it being
considered to be the origin of characteristic
religion in Okinawa. This also explains why

the people of Okinawa have been doing the
religions behavior still now W sanctuary
UTAKI that is inside of the GUSUKU, a kind
of castle.

3. The wrecipus GOUHORA in ancient
historv of Japan

It was proved that the GOHORA-shells were
collected only in Okinawa including its
surrounding small islands. Contrastively, the
shell-bracelets were widely distriboted over
western Japan, mainly in the Kyushy at the
time of Yayoi period middle stage. Figd
shows the distribution map of the shell-
bracelets. There contained the points of shell-
pile ruins in which the raw materials of shell
were accumulated in holes, which indicated
the habitats of the collected shellfishes.

The distribution map would indicate that the
collepted GOHOR A=shells were transported
to- mainland Japan under that wartime, 1t
indicating that the people of mainland might
consider the GOHORA-shells as 16 be the
opposite of the scene of war, namely as the
gymbols of peace, In fact, one of the chants
that have been chanting at a veligions festival
in Okinawa says that the people from
maintand had come to Okinawa in quest of
kuni-no-naosa (hterally, justice of pation;, n
other wards, it would be the peace).

GOHORA-bracelets were distributed mainly
on today’'s Fukeoks, Saga and WNapasaki
prefecture, and were uncarthed from the
graves of head-class persons in  those
cotintries, Therelfore, the GOHORA fom
Okinawa was supposed to be one of the
symbols of political power. If assumption
that GOHORA was the symbol of peace
was reasonable as stated above, the
GOHORA-bracelets should be considered to
become also the symbol of the unity among
the small state group of Kyushu for ending
the wartime.

The spread of GOHORA-bracelet in
mainland Japan once ended withinthe middle
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Fig.2: The GOHORA shell
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Fig.3-1: Figure of the gate

Fig.3-2: GOHORA-shell bracelet Fig.3-3: The shape of the bracelet made
from GOHORA was changed later
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of the Yavoi period. The accumulation ruins
of GOHORA in Oklnawa hed not seen sinee
then either, however GOHORA-bracelets had
not been forgotten in Japanese Islands. About
100 vears alter since once the bracelets had
disappeared, the bracelets became popular
again beyond Hyogo prefecture that was the
north bounds m the Fig4.

4. Hoe blade-sha
GUHOBAbracelet

stone-came rom the

CURIOUSLY, the OOHORA-Dracelet had
begun to be made using the stone of
mainland Japan as its materials instead of
GOHORA #tself, keeping its shape as that of
characteristic GOHORA-bracelet. The stone
bracelet was pamed “Hoe blade-shaped
stone™ in Edo period (1603-1869), because its
shape was alike to a blade of hoe as shown in
Fig.5-2. The stone bracelet of Fig5-2 was
excavated from an ancient tomb- of about 3™
century in Osaka, togsther with the bracelet
made from GOHORA (Fig.5-1) at the same
thme.

They dre quite alike in the shape. Therefore it
had become an accepted theory that the hoe
blade-shaped stone was a copy of the
GUOHORA bracelet, As described sbhove, the
GOHORA was collected only inOkinawa, so
that the hoe blade-shaped stone could be
defined as “Okinawa-type stone bracelet”,
There were some other types of bracelet
made from other kinds of shells that were
collected in southern sea as  like the
GOHOR A at the same time: The definition of
“Okinawa-type stone bracelet” is able to
include theny,

The distribution pattern of the Okinawa-tvpe
stone bracelets in almost all Japan was totally
shown in Fig.6, comparably with that of a
type of bronze mirror (San-kaku-buti-sim-zyu-
kyo. trihedron-edged mirror with the relief of
a sacred animal on the back),

This type of bronze mirror was considered as
# symbol of the original union-government
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known as YAMATALKOKU, the first nation
materialized in Japanese Islands in about 250
AD year at Kinki (near NARA and Kyoto)
district. The comparable distribution pattern
clearty indicated that the Okinawa-type stone
bracelets should be also the symbol of the
political vight for the first nation materialized
it Japanese Islands, This indicates that the
Okinawa itself might be a symbolic existence
for the -original sation of Japan, the
YAMATALKOKU.

5. The shape of kevhole-shaped mounnd
camie from the shape of (dnawa-lvpe
stone bracelet

The confused ages of the Yavol period with
wartime had foished, and the unified nation
was born in the Japanese Islands. The
peaceful time that people asked for was
recovered, although it had continued only for
P00 yvears o less,

Agcording toa Chinese ancient literature, the
most important person of the unified cowtry
of Japan was a gueen pamed HIMIKO, The
HIMIKO might be the samie name as the
goddess AMAMIEO of Okinswa, because
HI {sun} is convertible fo AMA (heaven or
sky} in Japanese. The AMA also means the
sen or ocean, s0 that the name AMAMIKO
means the goddess of/from the sea. The name
HIMIKO or AMAMIKO maybe was not for
an individual but for a status.

THE NEW AGES so called the Kohun
{ancient burial mounds) period at present had
continued approximately from the 3 century
to 7" century. The greatest symbol of the new
period was: the huge tomb called “keviiole
shaped mound”. The shape of the central part
of the tomb is alike to a kevhole, as the
English name of the tomb indicates (Fig.7-1).

There have been various discussions what the
kevhole shape of the mound means, however
no gecepted theory has being established yet.
In the meantime, the shape of the hoe blade-
shaped stone had been changed to be



Migration & Diffusion, Vol 4, Iuspe Number 16, 2003

® Shell Bracelet

4 Pile of
Material Shell

Fig.4: Distribution Map of the Shell-bracelets
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Fig.5-1: Bracelet made from GOHORA

Fig. 5-2: “Hoe blade-shaped stone™
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Fig.7-1: Keyhole shaped mound

Figg.7-2: Hoe blade-shaped stone
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approximately symmetrical even in s
unbalanced lower part as shown in Fig.7-2, it
being able to compare with the typical
keyhole shaped mound of Fig7-1. Those are
alike to each other therefore the origin of
shape of these two should be same, being no
other than the GOHORA,

THUS THE GOROURA could be considered
that # had been used a3 the symbol of
political power until about 350 AD for more
than 350 vears, the time covering the
processés of formation, achievement and
collapse of the initially unified country in
Japanese Islands. This maybe means that the
initial government of Japan considered
Okinawsa as one of the most important
districts.

I the KONIIKL the-oldest book of Japanese
history and myth, there appeared two
mysterious countries, TOKOYO-NO-KUNI
(literally, eternal country) and WATATUMI-
NO-KAMI-NO-MIYA (the home country of
the sea-god). These two would ‘be
anderstandable as being Okinawa ds a Kind of
Utopia for ancient Japan as follows.

The  WATATUMENO-KAMI-NO-MIYA
(the home country of the sea-god) was told as
related 1o the source of political right for the
first Emperor JINMU. It was located in the
offing of one-day distance from SATUMA
peninsula {in Kagoshima prefecture) by
riding on the back of a shark, which was a
vehicle of god. This indicated the place must
be Okinawa,

The first Emperor JINML’S mother, TAMA-
YORI-HIME, was the second daughter of the
sea-god. Also his father’s mother, TOYO-
TAMA-HIME was the first daughter of the
sea-god. According to the KOJIKY, the true
character of the TOYO-TAMA-HIME was a
shark, although another myth book said it
was a dragon. Therefore these women should
be considered -as the original symbols for
authorization of the first Emperor,

In these e women™s hame, # contalned a
ward TAMA respectively, which literally
means jewelry ball. The TAMA also meant
usually the bracelet in ancient Japan, so that
the name of the fust daughter TOYO-
TAMA-HIME would mean Hiterally “the rich
bracelet princess” and the second TAMA-
YORI-HIME, “the princess standing on
bracelet”. Thus, we could suppose the first
danghter of the sea-god were as a symbol of
the GOHORA-bracelet-in 2000 years ago in
Kyusyy, and the second one were the hoe
blade-shaped stone that widely spread all
over Japan, respectively.

Returning to TAMA-GUSUKU in the first
paragraph, pow  we understand why #
contained TAMA in Hs name. Mot culy from
its shape of the gate, but also from s name,
we gould estimate what happened here 2000
years ago: The TAMA meant the big shell for
the bracelet that became the symbol of
unified nation of Japan. We would like to get
another opportunity to describe that the
TAMA also mesnt woman's wombs thet
could eat the devil, which stood for the
wartime of Yavoei period.

FOLELORISTS in Okinawa have been
considering the gate of TAMA-GUSUKU as
Tida-ga-ana (a hole of the sun), which was
written' in the chant book OMORO-5AUS]
that was edited in the perniod of Ryukyu
Kingdom. The local name of GOHORA i
the Ryukyn Islands was fedo-nw-su (mother
of the suny or teruko-sva {shell of the sun),
so-that the haming as the Tida-ga-ana (v hole
of the sun) for the gate of TAMA-GUSUKU,
the shape of GOHORA, would be reasonable,

Ancient people maybe considered that the
rising sun from the horizon was born in the
big GOHORA-shell living under the eastern
ocean, and sedting sun would retwn © the
GOHORA again in western sea.

The gate is opened to the northeast divection,

which is the direction of mainland Japan,
There is a main sacred place just inside of the
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gate directing southwest, which must be
supposed to be the-direction of the setting sun
iy a time of afternoon. About 2000 years ago,
AMAMIKO s people maybe did prayer here
for-the peace of whole Japan to the setting
suf,

IMMEDIATELY afler passing along the gate
and coming into inside, they could sit at the
sacred place and prayed their desire
supposing the solar light went through the
hole of gate and the holy light would reached
their home countey i Kvusyue and others
This imagination must be the original
concept of the hole of sun, together with the
concept of the mother of the sin. The
GOHORA el the GOHORA-Diaceler, all
kinds of the Okinawa-type stone bracelet and
also  keyhole-shaped wmound might be
constdered as the hole of sun in ancient
Japan.

& The end of Olkivaws ages in anvient
Japan

Fypical grave soods in the onddle gtage of
the KOHUN (ancient burial mounds) period
were changed to weapons, instead of peaceful
goodls like the Okinawa-type stone bracelets
that were once typical grave goods in the first
stage. The Okinawa-type stone bracelet had
dissppeared since around 350 AD. years, the
begimning of middle stage of the KOHUN
period, although the kevhole-shaped mound
had continued to be built as huge symbol of
autocratic regimes until the 7 century when
Buddhism become popular; This new trend
probably meant the intimate relation between
Ckinawa and mainland Japan was broken.
Sinee then, Okinawa bad been isolsted and
later become independent as the Ryukyu
Kingdom.

Almost all the people of Japan ncluding
Okinawa believe that Okinawa becaime a part
of Japan for the first time when the Ryukyu
Kingdom was annexed by the Satsuma-han
(Kagoshima prefecture at present) in 1609, Tt
might be true if you could ignore the older
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ages than the 5% century in Japanese history.
Also linguistics and many folkloric evidences
indicate that their belief is due to their
mizunderstanding.

The language in Ryukyu (Okinawa) islands
belongs to one line of Japanese lanpuage.
According to - linpuist’s  opinion, the
language that has been spoken around the
Okinawa areas was separated from the
ianguage of mainland Japan at around the 3°
century. The -archasological evidences
described above agree to this linguist’s
research result.

Even after being olated from mainland
Japan, the people of Okinawa have been
contimuing the old religious festival that was
caused by the people from the Kyosvia. A
leading woman, who is usually called NORO
in the religions festival, vecltes a ot of
chants, which have been published as texts
recently together with the description of
festival  situations. These chants maybe
include a core-thought for the formation of
first unified nation of original Japan.

THERE APPEARS i these chants an
interesting phrase that says yamoto-kara-
kudarita-akawann-no-yonaosi, literally
means that the red-boll revolution that had
come down from mainland Japan, The “red-
boll” in this plrase mavbe means the red
colored carthenware that was made in
Kyusyu and was known as SUGU-type
carthenware at present, because no other red
colored goods have come to Okinawa. Tt was
widely spread over western Japan including
Okinawa and also to a part of Korean
peninsula. The red SUGU«type earthenware
was spread at-the same ages and over the
same districty as the GOHORA-bracelet,
According to those chants and other folkloric
data, the red-boll was the symbol of Yonaosi
{social reformation), namely the revolution.

These suggest that the whole formation
process of the original Japan as a nation was
due to-a-social reformation movement named
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“the red-boll revolution”. This might be the
reason why the first unify nation of Japan
was hidden together with Okinawa as the
ideal mother’s land of the original Japan. The
idealism of the first government was not
acceptable for the military dictatorship that

was successively born in the Japanese island
in the middle of the 4™ century.

The gate of TAMA-GUSUKU castle, and
other evidences briefly described here would
be the keys to unveil the hidden history of

ancient Japan in around the 4™ century.
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