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Fig.I: XI( MINOLTA camera and Zeiss Ocwar. 

Fig.ll: Objective ßead Assembly for viewing opaque objects. 
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Fig.m: Polyfunctional Condenscr aDd Objective Bead Assembly 
for viewing transparent objects. 

Fig.IV: Funereal Powder at lOOX under darldield illumination. 
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Fig.V: Funereal Powder at 400X using polarization. 

Notice ceU and nudeus at center. 


Fig.VI: Funereal Powder at 400X using polarization. 

Notice cel) and nudeus at center. 
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Fig.Vll: Apparent muscle fiber or bundle in Funereal Powder. 

Brightfield illumination. 


Fig. VIll: Apparent eardiae museie in FunereaJ Powder, showing intercalated disCo 
PoJarization with retardation plate, 400X. 
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Fig.IX: Appareot epicardial or pericardial cell in Funereal Powder. 
Polarization with retardation plate, 400X. 

Fig.X: Apparent bUDdle of myocardial fibers. (Compare to Fig.XD). 
Polarization at 400X. 
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Fig.Xl: Apparent vascular capiUary. Use ofpbase contrast optics, 400X. 

resembling cardiac tissue, I was deeply 
moved. I was moved by a reasonable image 
of the youngster, cut off tTom his games and 
family and times so early, walking across the 
sky to bis gods, holding bis credentials in his 
hand, credentials housed in a thln stoppered 
tube. Did his credentials somehow come to 
me? But all of this is assuredly beyond the 
promised scope ofthis tearless paper. 

Addendum 
Since this paper was written in early ] 994, 
electron microscope scanning showed the 
presence of gypsum (calcium sulfate) in the 
sampIe, and it was thereafter assumed that 

the specimen amounted simply to gypsum. 

Gypsum is a good dehydrating agent, which 

can function in tissue preservation exactly as 

sodium carbonate or natron. It is not 

necessary to argue the point. Sirnply examine 

gypsum under the mieroscope at the same 

powers 1 used in studying the subject sampie. 

As I stated in the paper, some of the material 

is indeed simple inorganic material, but other 

material in the sampie cannot be gypsum. 


George Robert Talbott 

Physieal Seientist and Researeh Associate for 

The San Diego Museum ofMan. 

February 28, 1994. 
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Fig.Xß: Textbook illustration ofbundles ofmyocardial tibers, 
sbowing geometry peculiar to beart. 

~--Muscle fibre 

~:::::::=:Cross striations 

~--lJapiliary 

Intercalated disc 

--'"----Nucleus 

Fig.XID: Textbook schematic drawing of cardial museie, 

sbowing intercalated discs. 
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Fig.XIV: Textbook photomicrograph ofcardiac muscje. 

Fig.xV: Textbook photomicrographs ofcardiac museie fibers and cells. 
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