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Prehistoric rock drawings deliver. the base for reconstruction 

position of mast types of sail applying swords rigglng 

NtJbien. W,di thJ,1AIO Ma~·'II.origin Wad' el Arab ~ho es S1la.am 
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Figure 2: The expedition route from the Abora. 
Originally, we wanted to cross the whole West 
Mediterranean. Nevertheless, the reed boat sailed 
the most difficuIt part from Sardinia to the Northern 
Mediterranean across to the Northwesterly winds. 
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Figure 3: The project group also calculated 
some rock drawings on their physical features 
These calclllation show that the use of side 
swords make the vessels windward greedy. 
(Compare the left and right pictllre) 
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Figu re 4: The rigging of the ABORA. We rigged the vessel according to tbc pattern of prehistoric petroglyphes. 
All superstructures were buHt as simple as possible. 
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Figure 5: The cross-section through the reed bulJ. The reed boat is similar to modern catamaran but it belongs 
by its method of construction to the rafts. 
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The reed boat ABORA on the M editerranean. 10 people sailed on thc raft from 

Aighero to Piombino in a 46 days long voyage. T bc vesscl could 


overcomc a distancc of around 600 km. 
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The ABORA sails across to a strong wind. In tbis situation we could not set tbe 

swords on bow to decrease the side drift. Nevertheless the ABORA sailed 


witb moderate winds at least 90° across to tbe wind. 
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The ABORA sailing on the Mediterranean. (good visible windgenerator) 
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