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SUMMARY 
The Phaistos Disc possesses 45 different symbols, and a total of 242 signs. Each sign has a 
meaning and a passage number, which is situated at the start of one or two series of pas­
sages, finishing with the powerful King, or Queen. This encodes for almost each sign a total 
number, because the length ofthe series ofpassages determines the number offigu-res ofit. 
However, each symbol may have different meanings, dependent on its position on the disc, 
on front or back side, and on inner part or edge. The signs may represent the yearly 
production of goods, and the number of people (men and women) making these, but also 
valuable objects. In this way we discovered, that c.6,000 people made c.30 ships per year for 
a Fleet of c.150 ships, maintained by c.7,400 men and women. The total number of people 
encoded in this way, equals the population of Crete, c.140,000 men. The disc turns out to 
give a very accurate description of daily life on Crete at the end of the New Palace Culture, 
c.1458 BC. 

INlRODUCTION 
In prehistoric tim es Crete developed a completely own identity, often called the Minoan 
Culture (c.2500-11 00 BC), after the legendary King Minos (Ref.1 0). Around 2000 BC the 
first palaces were built at Knossos, Phaistos and Malia, which were completely des-troyed 
c.1700 BC, probably as a result of civil war (Ref.6). For that reason one speaks about the 
so-called Old Palace Culture (c.2000-1700 BC). Next, these and other palaces were rebuilt 
again, followed by a new period of prosperity. However, c.1450 BC a gene-ral and similar 
destruction took place, which marked the end ofthe New Palace Culture (c.1700-1450 BC). 
After this event the palaces were not rebuilt again. 

The Palace of Phaistos was built at the west side of the southern Mesara plain, one of the 
most fertil plains of the eastern Mediterranean. It had a threefold function: economicaI, po­
litical, and religious. In big quantities goods were delivered to the palace, which resold these 
goods via her administration. In exchange the authorities took care for good govern-ment 
and a religious identity. It is clear this situation could supply prosperity and stability for a 
long time, even for centuries. (Refs.1,3,8, 11, 12) 

PHAISTOS DISC 
The Phaistos Disc is an old, round, cerarnic disc with at both sides many symbols resem­
bling hieroglyphs (Ref.9). It was found in the ruins of the Palace of Phaistos in southern 
Crete, during a local excavation directed by the Italian archaeologist Luigi Pernier in 1908. 
The disc, having a diameter of 16 cm (6 inches), possesses a unique Minoan script, and turns 
out to date from the end ofthe so-called New Palace Culture, c.1458 BC (Ref.2). It is on 
display in the Archaeological Museum ofHeraklion (Figs.1-3). 

On both sides of the disc the symbols were applied one after the other in the shape of a 
spiral, at which the series of symbols were separated from each other by a continuing spi-ral­
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shaped line. The linear arrangement ofthe signs points directly to a script (Ref5). Be-tween 
the spiral-shaped lines are small pieces ofline at right angles, obviously deviding the text into 
"passages". 

When looking from the edge towards the center of the disc, the m~ority of the signs are in 
an upright position. As a consequence, we should consider the text in this direction, and not 
the other way around. When following the signs from the center a10ng the spiral to the 
outside, the vast majority of people and animals look to the front. As a consequen-ce, we 
should read the text in this direction (counterclockwise), and not the other way a-round . In 
Figs.1 &2 the passages are numbered in this direction, for easier identificati-on. At some 
sections of the spiral (passages), the first symbol is accented with a slanting piece of line at 
the bottom. Obviously, this piece ofline shows that here a new paragraph is starting 

Many investigators called the face starting with the "flower" (#38) in the center the 
front side, or side A. This side has the highest number of symbols, passages, para­
graphs, and turns of the spiral. As a consequence, the other face is than the back side, 
or side B. This suggestion turns out to be correct (Ref5). FinaUy, both sides ofthe disc 
consist of two different parts, which is not directIy obvious. As can be seen in Figs.­
1&2, each side consists of an Inner Part and an Edge. This distinction plays an impor­
tant role in decoding the Disc. - The Phaistos Disc contains an ideographic script, in­
dependent of any language. The script has been deciphered, and turns out to describe 
the religion ofCrete (Refs.2,5). 



Fig.l Front side A ofthe Phaistos Disc 

(Crete, c.1458 BC) (Courtesy L. Godart, Ref9) 




Fig.2 Back side B ofthe Phaistos Disc 

(Crete, c.1458 BC) (Courtesy L. Godart, Ref9) 




FigJ Table ofthe signs ofthe Phaistos Disc 
(Crete, c.1458 BC) (Courtesy L. Godart, Ref9) 

DATE OF THE DISC 
The front side has 31 passages, corresponding to the northem Nile Delta, at 31 oN, and 
the back side has 30 passages, corresponding to the southem Nile Delta, at 300 N (Figs.­
1&2). So, the Phaistos Disc strongly emphasizes the ties of Crete with nearby Egypt, 
the greatest civilization on Earth (Refs.13-17) . Both sides ofthe disc have an Inner Part 
and an Edge. The inner part of each side contains 18 passages, twice encoding the im­
portant 18th Dynasty ofEgypt, at the start ofthe New Kingdom, which lasted official-ly 
from 1580 to 1314 Be. 

On the front side the most important phrase of the disc, "The Theory of the Holy Kings of 
Lower and Upper Egypt", occurs in passages A3 and A15, together forming 3+15= 18 u­
nits, again confirming the 18th Dynasty (Refs.2, 5,7). On the back side the "Queen" (#6) 
occurs in the sirniJar passages B3 and B15, together forming 3+15= 18 units, once again 
confirming the 18th Dynasty ofQueen Hatshepsut. So, it has been indicated fOUf times, that 
the disc has been made du ring this Egyptian dynasty. 



The unique Disc of Phaistos was found in the ruins of an abandoned Minoan palace. The 
text starts in the center ofthe front side with a cry of emergency (Fig.l, AI-4, Ref.5): 
"Please, proclaim loudly, and spread by force of law, the Theory of the Holy Kings of Lo­
wer and Upper Egypt. Please, proclaim it loudly." This first paragraph shows exactly when 
the Phaistos Disc was made: at a severe political crisis, at the beginning of a civil war. It 
marks the end ofthe so-called New Palace Culture ofthe Cretan Civilization, which is welI­
known in the archaeological literature. So, the date can be narrowed down to 1450 ± 10 
BC 

The numbers of passages on both sides of the Disc also turn out to represent years of ge­
nerations. The front side appears to correspond with a first generation of 31 years (31 
passages), and the back side encodes a second generation of30 years (30 passages). So, as 
far as history is concemed, the back side describes a more recent time period (Ref6). The 30 
passages of the back side may represent the 30 years of the last generation, before the civil 
war. 

The last symbols of passage B3 are a "Queen" (#6) and a "King" (#2). Apparently, the 
passage represents the end of reign of Queen Hatshepsut, in 1485, and the start of King 
Thutmose m. After passage B3, there are 30-3= 27 passages left. So, the Phaistos Disc has 
been made in the 27th year of government of Thutmose m. He is shown in the last passage 
B30, which represents the year of 1485-27= 1458 BC 

So, at the start of the civil war in Crete, the 18th Dynasty in Egypt, and the New King-dom, 
lasted from 1580 to 1458, which is 122 years. Apparently, these years are represen-ted by 
the 122 symbols of side A (dropping the 1 st symbol, the "flower"). 

Passage A24 also contains a "Queen" and a "King". So, also this passage turns out to re­
present the end of reign of Queen Hatshepsut, in 1485, and the start ofKing Thutmose m. 
After the "Queen" and her "shield" are 27 symbols, confirming the Phaistos Disc has been 
made in the 27th year of govemment of Thutmose m. He is shown as the last sym-bol of 
passage A31, which confirms the year of 1485-27= 1458 BC (Ref2) 

POPULATION OF CRETE 
In the first paragraph on the front side (Fig.l), the symbol of the "ordinary man" (#3), is 
mentioned twice. He is placed in the center of passages Al and A4. This means there were 
140,000 people on Crete, because a factor 10 smaller or greater would be in both cases 
unprobable, in view of the size of the island. In passage A2 is a "messenger" (#1), who 
confirms the 2 numbers (1 and 4), and in passage A6 is a "messenger", and even a "King", 
who confirm this number has to be written down in 6 figures. (Ren) 

On the back side (Fig.2), the first "messenger" (#1) is found in passage B14, cJearly con­
firming the population of Crete of 140,000 men. In the next or 2nd passage BIS is a 
"Queen", who confirms the 2 numbers (1 and 4), and in passage B19 is a "messenger" 
(instead of a "King"), who confirnls this number should be written down in 19-13= 6 fi­
gures (In C.1458 BC there was no "King": it was the cause ofthe civil war!) 

In total, the disc contains two "palaces" (#14), Knossos and Phaistos, and six "temples" 
(#24), refening to Hagia Triada and Pyrgos (near Phaistos), Malia, Zakros, Kydonia (or 
Chania), and Tylissos (Figs. l&2) (Ref3). The numbers ofpeople apparently living a-round 
these places (according to the disc) are shown in Table 1. Their total nurnber is c. -140,OOO, 



agam. 

TADLE 1 

POPULATION DATA OF CRETE, c.1458 BC, 
ACCORDING TO THE PHAISTOS DrSC 

140,000 
60,000 
16,000 
20,000 
19,000 
20,000 

6,000 
141,000 
270,000 
480.000 

Crete (from disc) 

Knossos (2007 BC) (50,000 estimated*) 

Phaistos (1976 BC), Hagia Triada, and Pyrgos 

Malia 

Zakros 

Kydonia (Chania) 

Tylissos (about 5,000) 

Crete (total and check) 

Crete, 1574 AD* 

Crete, 1961 AD 


*According to archaeological research 

DATAABOUT SHIPS 
Production 01Seaworthy Ships 
The disc has two sides with a total of 31 +30= 61 passages, which correspond to a time 
period of 61 years. So, each passage corresponds to one year. This statement appears to be 
important, because it suggests that the production of these ships will be expressed in units 
per year, which sounds reasonable. (Ref4) 

A18 on the front side, having a "ship", is situated at the start of a niee series of 2 passa-ges, 
finishing at the end of the paragraph, which is also the end of the inner part. This se-ries 
encodes a production of 18 seaworthy ships per year (18, written in 2 figures). Note, that 
the edge of the disc is symbolic for the coast of Crete l A12 can also form 2 passages, 
finishing with the "King", who possesses many ships, and with the "falcon", symbol ofGod. 
This series encodes 12 ships per year (12, written in 2 figures). We have to add the-se 
quantities. So, added up, Crete appears to produce 18+ 12= c.30 seaworthy ships per year. 

On the back side passage B2 is at the start of2 passages, finishing with the powerful "King", 
who possesses many ships. This series encodes a production of 20 ships per year (2, written 
in 2 figures). B9 forms 1 single passage at the end of the paragraph, encoding 9 ships per 
year (9, written in 1 figure). Added up, it is confirmed the island produced 20+9= c.29 
seaworthy ships per year. 

People assembling ships 
The boat in passage A12 on the front side points to a "messenger" (#1) in A6, which indi­
cates number of people (men and women). The boat in passage A18 points to the last 
symbol of A9, which is a "King". So, passage A6 with the messenger forms a series of 9-5= 
4 passages, finishing with this powerful "King", for whom it is all done. It encodes 6,000 
people (6, written in 4 figures), who were involved in assembling these seaworthy ships. 

In passage B6 on the back side the "square" (#18), or carpenters triangle, touches a ham­



meL B6 also forms aseries of 4 passages, finisrung with A9 at the end of the paragraph, 
the boat touches hammer, again. Trus does not contain a "messenger", but 

it the number of 6,000 people (6, written in 4 figures), who were involved in 
making the seaworthy srups. 

1he Fleet ofCrete 
The edge of disc is symbolic for the coastal waters of Crete. the boats on trus 
will provide information about the size ofthe fleet, wruch is there. Counted a-long 

edge (E) boats appear in passages EI, E4, and E9. So, possesses a fleet of c.149 
srups. From the scarse data about trus subject, it is well-known that the Fleet of Crete was 
impressive in trus time period, c.1458 BC (Refs.l 0-19). 

People working on the Fleet 
One may wonder, how many people are working on trus fleet. The symbol of the "mes­
senger" appears in ,and E6, counted along the edge, (side B). 
that the boat in EI touches BIO, ending with the of"religion" (#22). passage 
with messenger and boat will form a of4 finisrung with another boat 
and trus sign of religion. It encodes 1,000 people (1, written in 4 working with these 
srups. with the forms a of4 with a boat and the 

ofreligion at the end ofthe paragraph. 1t a number of6,000 people (6, written 
in 4 Note, that trus boat B 16, pointing to a fish. 

Finally, E4 with a boat and the sign of religion forms aseries of 3 passages, finishing with 
fish and a messenger at the end of the paragraph. It also contains passage with 

another messenger. Trus encodes 400 people (4, written in 3 figures), working on the 
fleet. added up, a total number of 1,000+400+6,000= c.7,400 people are Hf",'-"""'" 
these srups. lt is a rather round number, wruch is encouraging. On the 
c.50 people (men and woman) are working on each seaworthy srup, wruch 
reasonable. (Ref4) 



Fig.1 The front side of the Minoan Pendant (Ref 21). 

(Cleveland, Ohio, c.1690 BC) (Courtesy Ancient American, VoL 13, No.83) 




Fig.2 The back side ofthe Minoan Pendant (Ref.21). 

(Cleveland, Ohio, c.1690 BC) (Courtesy Ancient American, VoL 13, No .83) 


OTHER DATA ABOUT D~Y LIFE 
Important information has been obtained about the Population of Crete, and about Sea­
worthy Ships. However, similar data can be obtained about all other subjects of daily life on 
the island, using the same method. These data are collected elsewhere (Ref.4), and shown in 
Table 2. The subjects inc1ude Fishery, Cattle-breeding and Agriculture, Go-vemment in the 
PaJaces and Temples, Education & Religion, Bussiness, Health Care, Fu-nerals, and 
Woodworking Industry. 

Table 2 provides an overview ofall the information encoded on the Phaistos Disc related to 
daily life on Crete at the end of the New Palace Culture, c.1458 BC In seven cases the 
numbers of different objects are given (ships, Jower and higher schooJs, bee-hives, vine­
tendrils, olive trees, and pets or cats). The yearly production of 14 different kinds of goods 
are shown, 3 ofthese for the export (wine, olives, and wood), all expressed in na-tural units 
per year. F or 17 functions of the govemment, 8 functions in education & reli-gion, 3 in 
health care, 3 around funerals, and 7 functions in other areas, the numbers of people (men 
and women) are given, who are working in these jobs. For 28 different kinds of goods, and 
7 ofthese for the export, the numbers ofpeople are provided, who produce these items. 

We should realize, that all numbers of people relate to both men and women. This means, 



that the numbers of people, who are really working in the mentioned areas, are probably 

about half of these listed in Table 2. The majority of the women probably stayed at horne. 

The numbers of prisoners and prostitutes are also given. Finally, the number of children on 

Crete are shown. The total number ofpeople calculated from Table 2 amounts to c.-140,622 

(or maybe as high as c.141,045). As shown in Table 1 the disc indicated a total number of 

inhabitants on Crete of c.140,000 (or maybe as high as c.141,OOO). So, as far as the total 

number ofpeople is concerned, the list is quite accurate. (Refs.4,20-22) 


DESCRIPTION OF CRBTE 

According to Table 2, there were 73,000 olive trees, 93,000 vine-tendrils, and 3,000 bee­

hives on the island. About 18,000 people (12.9%) worked for cattle-breeding (most ofthern, 

12.2%), fishery (0.3%) and agriculture (0.4%). The importance of cattle-breeding is reaIly 

striking. However, seafishery was also important because people consumed 19 sea-fishes per 

person per year. - It appears that pets (or cats) were popular, because at least 11 % of the 

population owned a pet (c.16,000 pets). 


About 27,000 people (19.2%) worked for the government, including 15,000 (more than half 

of thern, 10.7%) in the administration. Crete was a peaceful nation, because only 380 men 

(0.3%) worked for the production of defensive weapons (spears, bows and arrows) 

(Refs.28-33). About 1,100 people (0.8%) worked for the police, with 2,700 men (1.9%) in 

prison. During the last generation the number of prostitutes was relatively high: 4,500 

women, which was 6.4% ofthe female population. 


Education was welI organized, but there were 28,000 children (19.9%) and 11,500 pupils 

and students (8.2%). So, only 29% ofthem visited a school. About 1,200 teachers (0.9%) 

were active in 100 primary schools and 25 high schools on Crete. An additional 430 pe-ople 

(0.3%) had a religious task, including co-workers offuneral services. - HeaIth care was also 

present. About 7,500 people were active in this important field, which is 5,4% of the 

population. 


Industry was very important on Crete. About 20,000 people (14.2%) worked in alI kind of 

finns for consumer goods. An additional 4,250 people (3.0%) contributed to the pro­

duction of art. Many beautiful pieces of art are found by archaeologists (Figs.l&2). -

However, the woodworking industry was really famous on the island: an incredible 17,700 

people (12.6%) worked in this branch. For this purpose 15,000 trees were cut each year, 

most ofthese cypresse. Note, that the majority ofthese people, 13,800 men (9.8%), worked 

for the production of the Fleet of Crete, which consisted of 150 sea-worthy ships. 

(Refs.18,19,28-33) 


Production 
Society on Crete in 1458 BC was highly efficient, as shown by the following examples: 

A professional fresh water fisher caught c.l 0,000 fishes/year. 

A seafisher caught c.6,750 fishes/year. 

A cattle-breeder ofbig hoofed animals slaughtered c.22 animals/year. 

A cattle-breeder of small hoofed animals slaughtered c.l 00 animals/year. 

A poultry-breeder slaughtered c.591 fowls/year. 

A bee-keeper had c.l 0 bee-hives. 

A wine-farmer had c.l, 110 vine-tendrils. 

An olive farmer had c.533 olive trees. 




Each employee produced c.1 0 spears/year. 
Each employee produced c.1 0 bows and arrows/year. 
Each employee produced c.1 0 harpoons/year. 
Each employee produced c.54 music instruments/year. 
A woodcutter hacked (and transported) c.50 trees (cypresse)/year. 
Crete produced c.30 seaworthy ships/year. 
Each seaworthy ship had a crew of c.50 men. 

Export 
Export on Crete was highly important, as shown by the following examples: 
It is probable, that the honey from 1,500 bee-hives (50%) was exported, a.o. to Egypt. 
Wine from c.20,000 vine-tendrils (22%) was meant for export. 
Olives from c.23,023 olive trees (32%) were meant for export. 

11% ofthe bronze production was for export. (Refs.28-31) 

60% ofthe production ofhides and c10thing was for export. 

2~1o ofthe jewels were made for export. 

16% ofthe (cypresse) trees were cut for export. 

60% of sawed wood was for export. 

63% ofplaned wood was for export. 


TABLE2 

DATA ABOUT DAlL Y LIFE ON CRETE, c.1458 BC, 
ACCORDING TO THE PHAISTOS DISC * 

§4.1 SHIPS 
c.30 seaworthy ships producedlyear, AIB.(IP), #25 
c.6,000 employees assembling ships, AIB.(IP), #1 ,#25 
c.149 seaworthy ships, Fleet of Crete, B(E), #25 
c.7,400 people working on ships, B(E), #1 ,#25 
c.13,400 = Total Number ofpeople 

§4.2 FISHERY, CATTLE-BREEDING, AND AGRICULTURE 
c.450,000 fresh water fishes caughtlyear, AIB.(IP), #33 
c.45 professional fresh water fishers, AIB.(IP), #33 
c.2,700,000 seafishes caughtlyear, AIB.(E), #33 
c.400 professional seafishers, AIB.(E), #33 
c.280,000 big hoofed animals slaughteredlyear, A(IP), #28 
c.12,700 cattle-breeders ofbig hoofed animals, A(IP), #28 
c.400,000 small hoofed animals slaughteredlyear, B(IP), #30 
c. 4,000 cattle-breeders of small hoofed animals, B(IP), #30 
c.260,000 poultry slaughtered/year, A+B, #32 
c.440 poultry-breeders, A+B, #32 
c.3,009 bee-hives, A+B, #34 
c.300 bee-keepers, A+B, #34 
c.73,000 vine-tendrils for interior usa, B(IP), #36 
c.20,000 vine-tendrils for export, B(E), #36 
c.84 wine-farmers, B, #36 
c.50,000 olive trees for interior use, A(IP), #35,#12 
c.95 olive farmers, interior use, A(IP), #35,#12 



c.23,023 olive trees for export, A(E), #35,#12 
c.45 olive farmers, export, A(E), #35,#12 
c.5,980 homeless pets (cats), A(E), #29 
c.16,000 pets (cats), B(IP), #29 
c.18,109 = Total Number ofpeople 

§4.3 GOVERNMENT IN THE PALACES AND TEMPLES 
2 Heads of State: King or Queen, B(E), #26, #2 
c.ll ministers, B(IP), #45 
c.l,OOO senior officers, B(IP), #45 
c.7,000 officers, B(IP), #45 
c.460 co-workers of internal policy, A(IP), #26, #31 
c.23 co-workers offoreign policy, A(E), #26, #31 
c.224 co-workers ofintelligence service, B(E), #40 
c.15,003 co-workers ofadministration, A(IP), #37 
c.550 co-workers ofjudicature, A(E), #45 
c.29 judges, B(E), #45 
1 urban head ofpolice, B(IP), # 13 
c.200 urban police sergeants, A(IP), #13 
c.600 urban police officers, A(IP), #13 
2 rural heads ofpolice, B(E), # 13 
c.23 rural police sergeants, B(E), #13 
c. 31 0 rural police officers , A(E), # 13 
c.4,500 prostitutes, B(IP), #6 (average: c.2,300) 
c.2,700 pnsoners, A(E), #4 
c.l,053 co-workers ofdefence, A(E), #12 
c.l ,900 bows and arrows producedlyear, A(E), #11, #39 
c.190 employees of production bows and arrows, A(E), # 11 , #39 
c.l ,900 spears produced/year, B(IP), #39 
c.190 employees of production spears, B(IP), #39 
c.31,871 = Total Number ofpeople 

§4.4 EDUCATION & RELIGION 
c.28,000 children, B(E), #5 
c.2.8 childrenlcouple, B(E), #5 
c.102 lower schools, A+B, #24 
c.26 higher schools, A+B.(IP), #14 
c.ll,470 pupils and students, B(IP), #8 
c.800 teachers, A(IP), # 17 
c.300 professors of"inner-faculties", A(IP), #27 
c.51 professors ofscience and law, A(E), #27 
1 head of science and philosophy, B(IP), #22 
c.50 co-workers ofscience and philosophy, B(IP), #22 
3 national religious leaders, B(E), #22 
c.27 local religious leaders, B(E), #22 
c.220 co-workers of religious services, B(E), #22 
c.40,922 = Total Number ofpeople 

§4.5 BUSINESS 
c.2,500 employees ofmeat industry, A(E), #44 



employees B(E), 
c.2,400 employe~s factories, A(E), #40 
c.500 employees ofpaper industry, 
c.2,300 employees of road building, B(E), 
c.2,698 employees ofbronze productiO!l, A(IP), #12 

employees ofbronze production for export, B(E), 
c.2,400 harpoons producedlyear, #39 
c.240 	 employees ofproduction harpoons, B(E), #39 

employees ofleather industry, A(E), #8 
c.2,400 employees ofproduction household articles, # 17 
c.I,490 employees ofproduction ofhides and clothing, B(IP), 
c.2, I employees of production ofhides and c10trung for export, #27 
c.l,800 co-workers competitions and happenings, B(IP), 
c.l,701 co-workers ofart and industry, A(IP), #10 

music instruments A(E), 
cA3 empIoyees ofproduction music instruments, A(E), 
c.500 	 empIoyees ofjewel industry for interior use, A(IP), #38 
c.200 	 employees ofjewel industry for export, #38 
c.190 	 employees offlower trade, B(E), #38 

= Total Number ofpeopie 

§4.6 HEALTII CARE 
c.2,694 ofprimary services, B(IP), 
c.2,452 individual health care (doctors, therapeutists), B(E), #7 
c.2,389 co-workers ofhospitals, A(E), #7 
c. 7,535 	 = Total Number ofpeopie 

§4.7 
cA5 co-workers A(IP) , 
c.l80 offuneral services, B(IP), #20 
c.26 	 co-workers ofgrave maintenance, #20 
c.251 Total Number ofpeople 

§4.8 WOODWORKING INDUSTRY 
c.12,680 trees (cypresse) cut for nt""'n("-.r/""'·",,, 

c.251 for interior, B(IP), 
c.2,390 trees cut for exportJyear, B(E), 
c.50 	 woodcutters, for export, #35 
c.170 	 co-workers of sawing wood for interior use, B(IP), # 16 
c.250 co-workers ofsawing wood for export, 
c.I30 co-workers ofplaning wood interior A(IP), #19 
c.220 	 co-workers ofplaning wood for export, A(E), #19 
c.250 	 ...r._,,,r.rl!r,,,,"" ofpolisrung wood, B(E), #43 
c.307 	 projectors of palaces, tenlples, schooIs, A+B.(IP), 8 
c.91 projectors ofsrups, A+B.(E), #18 
c.2,301 builders ofpalaces, temples, schooIs, A+B.(IP), 
c.307 	 builders of ships, 
[c.730 builders ofships, A+B.(E), #23] • 
cA,327 ~ Total Number ofpeople 
[cA,750 = Total Number ofpeople] • 



UNITS OF TIME 
2 sides, or 2 generations 
1 side, or 1 generation 
61 passages, or 61 years (2 generations) 
30131 passages, or 30/31 years (1 generation) 

passage, or 1 year 

POPULAnON OF CRBTE 
e.140,622 inhabitants ofCrete according to this table 
[e.141,045 inhabitants ofCrete according to this table] • 
e.140,000 inhabitants ofCrete according to the dise (Ch.3) 
[e.141,000 inhabitants ofCrete aceording to the dise (Ch.3)] • 

# number of eorresponding symbol (see Table 2) 
* all numbers relate to both men and wornen 
• high, alternative value 

TABLE3 

TI-IE SYMBOLS ON THE PHAISTOS DISC (Figs.1-3), AND THE CORRESPON­
DING PASSAGES ON SIDES A AND B (e.1458 BC) 

SYMBOLS PASSAGES ON SIDE A AND B (INNER PART / EDGE) 
A (IP) A (E) B (IP) B (E) 

1 Messenger 2,6,11,17 21,31 14,16 19,23,24 
2 King 3,6,9,10,12,13, 20,22,24,27,30 3,14 20,28,30 

15,16,18 
3 Man 1,4 
4 Prisoner 27 
5 Child 28 
6 Queen 8 24 3,15 
7 Cover 21,26,29 1,3,4,5,6,7,7, 21 ,23,29,30 

8,10,11 ,13 
8 Glove 25 5,10,12,13 
9 Tiara 4,14 
10 Burin 1,4,12 18 
11 Bow 19 
12 Shield 3,6,7,9,10,13, 20,22,24,26,27, 26,30 

15,16 30,31 
13 Serell of the law 2,6 31 12 23,24 
14 Palaee 9 17 
15 Mattoek 23 
16 Saw 17 25 
17 Lid 8 

8,9,12,18 
124} 
24,3118 Square 4,6,8,17 23,25 



19 Plane 5,8 22 
20 Mununy 18 26 
21 Grave 3,15 
22 Religion 5,10 22,27,30 
23 Hanuner 5,12,14,18 20 2,3,6,9 25,28 
24 TempJe 30 6,18,18 21 ,26 

19,22,27 25 Boat 12,18 2,9 
26 Horn 7,10,13,16 23 20 
27 Corpse 3,3,9,9,12,15, 25,26 9,14 19,27,29 

15,18 
28 Hoof 11,17 
29 Cat 28,28,29 2,5,10,11,12, 

13,16,18 
30Ram 4 
31 Falcon 7,10,13,16 23 
32 Dove 9 20 15 
33 Fish 14 27 15,16 24,26 
34Bee 28 2,9 
35 Branch 3,5,15 22,23 3,8,15,18 21,29 
36 Vine-tendril 5,10,13 20 
37 Papyrus 3,15 22,28 
38 Flower 1,4 20 19 
39 Arrow 19 4,15 24 
40 Screen 21 ,27,30 20,21 ,30 
41 Flute 21 ,22 
42 Scraper 22 
43 Grater 25 
44 Chopper 25 
45 Waterway 26,29 1,7,11 29 
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