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CASE TRANSOCEANIC CONTACT 

COMALCALCO 

by 

NeU Steede and David J. Eccott. 


This paper 18 dedicated to the memory ofThibault 

24thDavid J. Eccott. 2000 

Tbe remains of Lomalcalco 
that are not found 

developmental 
one construction 

",.....in.'"'' of of minor sites in uellgbbourllug 
unknown in pre-Columbian America. Various 

tbe bricks, a percentage of wbicb correspond to motifs 
World. This, with 

COIDte~ml)Ol'arv 

litlll'rlrliitn"!:ln 

Europe, has led to speculatioll tbat these were the 
source. However, 

reveals that the dOllor cutture was more to have been 10(IO/.:'\51Iallc. altbmlf!ll 
cOlltailling elements of European cuUure. 

Fired brick, IDsteald 
Fired day brick lecbuolo'I!V 

inbabited the south­

"'-'IU;::>;::>.'-' (ca. 2000 
Classic 250-900), 

day 
the Yucatan 

and the 

AD 900-1500). 


Comalcalco 
the western-most extremity 
in the plain 

Mexico. It is about 
five kiJometres northwest of the state capital 
Villahermosa in 

once a 
together with the Rio 

the major river networks 
highlauds and flowing 
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I: map 
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Figure 2: Temple 1 (photo: D. Eccott ) 

Figure 3 : Palace interior showing fired clay bricks in situ (photo: D. Eccott) 
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access to sea. Comalcalco's 
abandorunent was and probably 
began I AD. 

PRELIMINARY 

Catalogue 0/ the 
published, and in 

Comalcalco by 
Research 

were accepted for 
F ourth Congreso 

in Antigua, 
paper was delivered by Neil 

two were delivered 
Frank Reynolds 

of Comalcalco 
groups: the North 

the Great Acropolis (Fig. 
known as the East 

east of the North Plaza 

not been excavated. 
site extends some 700 to 

and the Great 
ceremonial centre. 

three mounds in 
runs east/west, 
south, and east 
mounds 
which 

the 
names, 
of the name 

two Nahuatl words "Coomai" and 

Hplrhf'o1rt Krieger, in cd't,,,",,,i"iT,n 

cultures "..,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.><1 

rnaep(mO,entlY of any form 
absence 

cultures which 
of contact 
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cultures to 2 (1t be 
noted that of Krieger's "trait absences" 

actually in or another pre-
CoIumbian American cultures). 

are a few other minor sites containing 
constructed frred brick 

masonry, but they are also found 
Mexico. Two of them, 

He in Chiapas, 
state to Tabasco, 
approximately 100 and 130 southeast 

respectively. Besides these, 
sites of fired brick, 

as Bellote and Jonuta, are found in the 
immediate vicinity of They are 

to been cultural. satellites of 
probably It. 

Where did the use of fired brick masonry in 
this part of the Maya area originate? Was the 

developed at Comalcalco? The 
usual explanation given for the sudden 

of frred brick masonry is that 
because Comalcalco is over sixty miles 
distant the nearest substantial 

of rock, the Comalcalco Mayas 
tlle c1ay soi! of the area to make 

However, as Andrews points out, 
Comalcalco is the largest of all 

these sites, which would seem to favour it as 
place of origin for brick masonry, this is 

by no means certain. 

llJNCTlJRE it should be pointed 
out the present-day archaeological 
reconstruction of Comalcalco is not entirely 
accurate. For the benefit of the visitor, 
various reconstruction projects have placed 

over the entire surface of the 
pyramidal terraces. Tt is now known that only 
the flats of the terraces were covered with 

brick, not the slopes. However, this in 
no way alters the fact that tired bricks were 
used. 

appearance of technology at 
Comalca1co has led both diffusionists and 
isolationists alike to tentatively explore the 

possibility that some of 
intrusion may have been responsible 

and 
Andrews, in 

admits that 'One of the major questions 
consideration at the of the project 
was the use of for 
structures at Comalcalco represents 

to other 
eventuaHy concludes that 'it more 

the development 
masonry was a logical adaptation to a 
situation involving a Iimited use of building 
materials.,4 Andrews bases his conclusion on 
the fact that Comalcalco demonstrates no 
change from Maya traditions in form or 
architectural style which, he thought, 
be the case if fired was the result 

use of the corbelled vault, as a 
roofmg over the interiors of structures, IS 

evident at Comalcalco. Therefore 
of other Maya sites, 
basis for differentiating Maya 
from that of adjoining cultures. 

Andrews' conclusion that 
demonstrates no from Maya 
in architectural is by no means 
accurate. We shall shortly to a 
of features in the opposite could be 
said to be the case. 

Is there cause for exploring 
that an Old World source was rp"nA'''' 

the introduction of frred-brick masonry 
Many have considered the 

construction at the site is 
Mediterranean construction, particularIy 
of Roman construction. Whilst we the 
opmlOn 
involved at 
that it stemmed directly ±rom the Roman or 

area. Our reasons for 
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STAGES of construction 
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it means 
masonry phase, 
platfonn phase, belong to 
Classic and 
the of 

statements. 

& 

the brick­

io the central 
Comalcalco 

it post -dated 
nrllrpu/Q I)"U..(,'''''' over 

Comalcalco. 
ballcourts in 

occupation took place 
'-"u"",,'" period (550-800 AD), 

contemporary with Palenque's 

HOWEVER, ESRS has recently 
notes of Or. 

his 1956-57 
Comalcalco. In notes J..JnJUV1.'U ..""t"".vt" 

a trench dug at Mound 2 
revealed that the 

obtained by 
area north of 
are 00 brick 

structures. area was inhabited 
aperiod that post-dated the main 

major construction phase 
between 583 and 799 AD. 
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major construction phase (circa Comalca\co are comparable to 1st century 
580 AD). Therefore, although both items of 
evidence incondusive, they do 
complement one another. Even so, the matter 
will not be resolved until sufficient sampies 
are recovered from the lowest levels of 

at Temple 2 and submitted for 
Carbon-14 lt is hoped that tbis will 

place in the not too distant future. 

ESTABLISHING an accurate chronology for 
Comalcalco's various developmental phases 
IS problematical, but it is our 
contention there are sufficient grounds 
for challenging the hypothesis of a late date 
for Comalcalco's fired brick phase, and for 
suggesting that Comalcalco may have 
actually preceded Palenque. If this were the 
case, the following question then arises: 
From where did Comalcalco derive its 
technological and architectural innovations? 
In an attempt to answer this question, we 
shall now discuss more of the anomalous 

of the city and its apparent paralleis 
with the Old WorM. 

Unusual features, conslstmg of wing walls, 
buttresses, wall nitches, and cornice edging 
are evident at Comalcalco. Although these 

techniques are found in other 
the world at earlier dates, they have 

Mesoamerica. It 
seem an of the above items 

for the first time in Mesoamerica at 
Comalcalco. If confrrmed, this fmding would 
imply an amazing leap 
technology. 

Normal Maya wall are not found 
Comalcalco's Unlike Maya 

those at Comalca\co extend 
from the walls an inverted "T" 

This allows for the walls 

THE MORTAR stucco mlxes at 

mixes in the Mediterranean area. 11 All mixes 
m wh ich 
have been made, have less and 
strength than those found at Comalcalco. At 
the site's earliest stage, no 
developmental stage in thc mortar has 
detected, implying that a near perfect 
suddenly appeared at Comalcalco 
degenerate a less 
during the Maya Classic period. 

Although arches are 
they deviate from thc typical 
arch by being slightly curved to 
strengthen thc In fact, an arch 
Comalcalco contains the span (l 
feet) known the Maya area. Andrews states 
that 'There is no physical for an 
extended developmental phase for 
vaulting, so it must bc assumed that 
structural concept involved was 
full-blown from elsewhere.... ,12 

inclines to the theory that the 
imported from Palenque, but if 
preceded Palenque, this would not 

case. Another factor that argues 
importation from Palenquc is that 
corbelled roofs at Comalcalco YV>U,,"'UY 

pottery placed in the fill over the arch 
lighten the load. Such a procedure was never 
a feature of Maya construction, but it 
carried out for a short time in 
construction, (circa 1 st century AD). 

ETGIOLM also reports that, 
excavations, drainage tiles were found at 

.a,,..,,,,,,"v. 13 These drainage tiles are 
with a flange at only one end, 
the small end of one tile to fit 

the larger end of anothcr. T 0 the best of 
knowledge only one other such 
excavated at Dianzu in 
from the whole of ancient 

2. Architecture: 

AS PREVlOUSLY stated, there are strong 
similarities between Comalcalco 
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Figure 5: Temple 5. Note absence of central stairway. (pboto: D. Eccott) 

Figure 6: View across tbe Palace sbowing large window opening 
(at left and right) in East Wall (photo: D. Eccott) 
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brick masonry 
possibility 

Comalcalco, 
must 

consideration. 

Pyramids, some the 
Itu...;a'....v n'''''''''>nu'", seem to have had 

stairway, although on many site-maps 
often with central 

on Instead, the 
steps of pyramids span the front 
of the structure. is certainJy true the 

structures in the Great area, 
5 (Fig. although the 

especially 
have incorporated 
may possibly <7"<""""OT 

there was a merging 
with some of 

t"w.,,,,," architectural design. Furthermore, the 
steps of the Comalcalco are not as 

at other Maya Maya 
n,,,rr,,,,,, on the horizontal, 

the horizontals are 
noting, especially in 

remarks on 
measurements (below), is that the steps of 

of 1 conform to 
Although slump 

as 
measure 6 "''-Vi ..U.'' 

8 Roman 

room. Even so, in 
strong deviation from the Maya norm. 

and a spiral. There is 
may have 
constitute 

notes the 

relationships 
features strongly sUlme:sts 
distinct formal concept.' 14 

cannot be determined. In fact, such 
so unusual that is difficult to 
examples in Maya architecture. 

of a ballcourt have so 
Comalcalco. states 

considerable size we hoped 
evidence of at one UU""VU' 

mam 
our 
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were 
and secondly, the measurements 
be tested 
systems that mayaiso 

also remember that Romans 
from 

derived it partly 
their 

and from 
Babylonians (probably via Phoenicians). 

in an area from 
'''''''>T''''I'' threc above. 

Bricks with human renditions were placed in 
feet to ceiling 

conta ined with 
architectural, and numeric 

N umeric-type markings 
on Roman 
purpose is undetermined, 

as 
markings 
Comalcalco 
bricks numerals were 

on Roman 
on 
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7: LOllllalcal<:o Roman 

Figure 8: Left column: Comalcalco bricks Tl Tl 



"Ar,<:",,,''',.,,, 

a large proportion 

we 

from the Old World. 
were not 
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appear 

ComaJcalco, to 
to experiment with 
depth and perspective. 
has been said 

that the problems of nl"r"nl"",nr,.. 

imported theme at 
Even such attempts were 
rudimentary, they definitely 

the flfSt centuries 
the struggle with npr'<:n.".,.,t'lvp 

,-"Uu'lA'",a,,,,v contains a 

without precedent in ancient 
is for this reason that 

was 
anomalies probably were 

to say that the Maya 
enough to have invented such advanced 

so 
simultaneousLy and without 
stages. 

WE 

paralleis, there are a number 
Romanthat negate the possibility of a 

These are as folIows: 

there are no Latin inscriptions on 

ComaJcaJco. 
Secondly, the .,u",,],.u 

buildings, 

THESE 

"signatures" 
appear on Roman bricks. 
tally marks, Brodribb goes to some 
an attempt to discern 
signs. He states that 
that the marks Roman 
He fmds that nn (presumably mrh"",tJ 

as common on inscriptions as 
VIIII is as commoll as IX. Quite cOlllmon is 
N, which Brodribb 
stand for 4 even though the 
the V is ' Brodribb 
that a Roman V 
in the middle 

on some 
qwest'lon arises as to UlI'lPTh,p'rj-h",,.;o>j-,,,,.,,, 

upside-down retrograde 
such as N and S which are not 

of the Roman numerical 
ever to be numerical 
marks. Therefore, in much the 
the their measuring """,,,,n 

it's possible 
"signatures" and "tally-marks" mayaIso stern 
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from an 

appear on 
Neolithic village sites 

(circa 7000 to 3500 BC).23 
Rudgley that the 

Andre Leroi-Gourhan became 
Upper Palaeolithic 

and came elose to 
also ""rn"'"..'"'' 

that 
not a 

regions that we 
culture responsible 

possibly 
With 

'At 
bear 
12). Thc 
length.One 
three 

restraint 
14). 


rcported a 
he said bore a 
on the 
characters. 

'Twenty-four 
identified among the characters 

possibly transferring such traditions to 
New World. supposition is reinforced by 

inscriptions and motifs on 

that will now 


AS there are no 

of 

human 
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üf a skull with water buffalü hürns. (Fig. 
17). (Archaeolügist David H. Kelley has 
repürted that the Maya used animals for 
calendar symbols matching those of India 
and China). Another brick (Fig 18) bears an 
image similar to some found in India; the 
image of a creature whose upper half is 
human and the feet those of a bird. , 29 

With regard tü this report, it should be added 
that stone blocks excavated at the Maya site 
of Lagartero appear to carry Indic symbols 
similar to those from Cümalcalco described 
above. Also, Dr. Tomas Lee located three 
Roman figurines in a private collection. 
Whilst it is c1aimed that the figurines had 
originaHy been found in an arrüyü, süme 
cümrnentators consider them to be Cülonial 
impürts. Hüwever, considering the fact, 
shortly to be discussed, that Roman trade 
goods found their way to Southeast Asia via 
India, the possibiJity that the figurines rnay 
have been actual pre-Columbian trade iterns 
cannot be dismissed. They are now hüused 
in the Chiapas State Museum of Tuxla 
Guiterrez. 

It is also worth noting that a stucCü head of a 
man, with beard and müustache, display ing 
lndü-As iatic features, has alsü been 
excavated at Cürnalcalco. (F ig. 19). 
(Depictions of men with beards are 
uncomrnon, although nüt unknüwn, in Maya 
art). 

India as a possible donor culture: 

WlTH REGARD to the above information, it 
is pertinent tü point out that it is in India that 
we a lso fmd evidence for early use of frred­
c1ay bricks in building constructiün. By about 
3000 BC kiln-frred clay bricks were being 
used in Mesopotamia and the Indus valley, 
although sorne baked bricks are known tü 
have existed prior to 3000 BC in pre-Indus 
cultures where the technology was possibly 
develüped.30 However, it was not until the 
emergence üf the Classic civilizatiüns of 
India that kiln-baked brick began tü be used 

92 

extensively süOletime during the middle üf 
the fi rst millennium BC in n.orth lndia and 
the middle Ganges Valley. It was in these 
regi.ons that frred-brick tecbn.ology was 
resurrected after having been virtually 
forgotten since the Harappan peri.od of the 
earlier Indus Valley cultures.31 

It is known that lndia bad str.ong trading links 
with Rome. Under Augustus and Ner.o, the 
Romans established direct sea-r.outes from 
Aden tü India that rev.olutiünized trade and 
cultural cünnectiüns.32 Theref.ore, if India 
were the donor culture, such links may 
explain the appearance .of R.oman traits at 
Comalcalco. M.oreover, when we c.onsider 
the würk of J.ohannessen33 regarding 
evidence for Maize in lndia before 
C.olumbus, India bec.omes a str.ong candidate 
for the transfer of traits from the Old to the 
NewWorid. 

HOWEVER, when debating the p.ossibiHty üf 
cross-fertilization between the Old and New 
Worlds on a wider sca le, it is necessary to 
consider the implications of important studies 
relating t.o ancient genetic and cultura l links 
between the continents. In düing so it will 
become apparent that the Eurüpean and Indic 
characteristics that appear to emerge at 
Comalcalco were prübably transmitted via an 
intermediary Asiatic culture. 

Genetic evidence: 

In 1985 Douglas Wa Jlace, head of the Center 
for Genetics and Molecular Medicine and 
Departments of Biochemistry and 
Anthropology, Emory University School of 
Medicine, Atlanta, Georgia, began publishing 
papers of studies his team had made on the 
mitochondrial DNA of about 20 indigenous 
Americaos tribes.34 They found that all 
stemmed from four founding types that they 
labelled haplotypes A, B, C, and D. The 
pr.ogenitors of a ll, except for type B, are 
fouod in Northeast Asla. Type B was f.ound 
only in coastal South Asia, the Pacific 
Islands, and near the west coasts of America. 

http:tribes.34
http:c�nnecti�ns.32
http:cultures.31
http:devel�ped.30
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Figure 9: Comalcalco brick No.TI-1792 showing possible Brahmi inscription. 
(photo copyright: Neil Steede) 

, 

1" 3 10 5 

Photo 10: Comalcalco brick No.T3-105 showing possible Brahmi inscription. 

(photo copyright: Neil Steede) 
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Figure 11: Comalcalco brick No. T3-7 showing possible Brahmi inscription on 

Cartouche around neck. (Photo copyright: Neil Steede) 


Figure 12: Comalcalco brick No.T1-2112 showing possible Brahmi inscription. 
(photo copyright: Neil Steede) 
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Figure 13A: Comalcalco brick No.T6-237 showing apparent shell character inscription 
(photo copyright: Neil Steede) 

Figure 13B: SheU character inscription in the Dhyanaghar cave at Kbandagiri (Orissa). 

Drawing by D. Eccott after photo, courtesy of Archaeological Survey oflndia, published in 

Indian Epigraphy: Its Bearing on the History 0/Art. Ed. Frederick Primlani & G.S. Gai. 


Mohan Primlani, Oxford & IBH Publishing Co. New Delhi. India. 1985. 
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/ 


Figure 14: Comalcalco brick No.EK-S-145A Rl. 

Oriental looking visage showing bearded man with possible Brahmi 


inscription on side-Iock restraint. 

Drawing by Phillip Leonard. 


Figure 15: Comalcalco brick No.TI-3015 
Anthropomorph emerging from a lotus-Iike ßower. 

(photo copyright: Neil Steede) 
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Figure 16: Comalcalco brick No.Tl-481 

Animal headed human with a round turban-like hat. 


(photo copyright: Neil Steede) 


Figure 17: Comalcalco brick No.Tl-498 

Sbiva-Iike figu re 


(pboto copyright: Neil Steede) 
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Figure 18: Comalcalco brick No.Tl-2738 

Creature whose upper half is a human, but with the feet of a bird. 


(photo copyright: Neil Steede) 


Figure 19: Stucco head with beard and moustache from Comalcalco 

Comalcalco Museum (photo: D. Eccott) 
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to 
especially 

relationsbips are 
considered. 

Soutbeast 

of 
archaeological, 
interlinkage 
Stephen ()ppenbeliner 
pottery from Japan is 

where it 
widely traded.41 

THE for 
genetic links 

http:traded.41
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Southeast Asia lend credence to 
that a trade route was 

established between those 
locations. CertainIy, by the early ccnturies 

four-masted ships, technically 
capable making a Pacific existed 

Southeast Asia. 

Whcn excavations at Calixtlahuaca, west of 
the Toluca VaHey, were 

carried out in 933 by archaeologist Jose 
a small stucco head of a 

bearded man was found in a truncated 
structure where It had been sealed 

in beneath three layers of stone and cemcnt. 
agreed that it belonged to 

dated It to 
dating has now been 

photoluminescence). 
Robert Heine-Geldern 

have reached the Americas on a 
Southeast ship, having found its way to 
Southeast Asia Rome's intensive trade 
network with 43 He to 
that Louis Malleret's excavation of the 
Southeast Asian city 

had revealed Roman imported 
such as sculptured and cut and 

bearing the heads of Roman 
Antoninus and Marcus 

south of modem 
on the Mekong delta of Indo-China 

to west coast of the ,-,u·-...e,u 

region 
is where Indian and 

influences met. Such a combination, 
to~etnler with the that imports from the 

World have also becn found the 
area, makes it worthy 
investigation with regard to Comalcalco. 

Preliminary inspection of work at 
seems to that mayevcn 

be some correspondence between 

Oc-eo appears to 
concordance with 
although there are 
orientation that have 

was 
the structures. Hr.UI",,,,,,r 
study to be nn"!f'rlh'lt 

paralleis can be drawn. 

OF SPECIAL IMPORTANCE 

our 
technology may have first been introduced 
at Judging from 
supplied in areport by Mukherjee,45 

that these 
introdueed to Oe-eo by trading '"''"'''''''41.",",'''''''' 
that had in the nor"th_Ul",I(:TPlrr1 

since 
domain of in 
the dynasty of the Kusans \""'U""'UU"'''! 

been In 

in ::')Olllmeas 
Asia during the early centuries AD by 
trading 

Baetria, the Yüeh-Chih were 
the Greeks as the "T6kharoi". 
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TWO IMPORT ANT questions now arise. 
Firstly, were Brahmi based scripts 

to 
secondly, were thc Yüeh­

conveyers? At this 
our investigations 
answered any certainty, and it 
would be 

questions cannot 

unwise 

appropriate to mention that Joseph Mahan, 
whilst having made no with 

and without 
the Yüeh-Chih's maritime 

affiliations with 
apparent connections 

Yüeh-Chih and the North 
tribe known as the Yuchi.47 

then 
be considered. UntU such times, we would 
urge extreme in this matter. It may, 
however, prove to that, near 

end of the ventures 
the AD, sculptures of 

Hindu gods holding ears appeared at 
in west central India.48 Maize is 

'''V'UJ',lc" to have 111 

region of the Americas. 

the 

also go 
assumed 

of interest is a particular study by 
Thomas Barthel (developed at the 
of Tübingen 
Hindu religious 

Palenque, the implications 
become consequential. 

1t should also 
paralle]s betwecn 

the custom 

be 

um burials. SJ These 
than at 

a 
Comalcalco 

are somewhat 
Comalcalco but, as such, 
substantiatc the possibility 
extending to 
Southeast 

ONE FURTHER 

occurred, it 
pacific coast of thc 

Comalcalco lies on the 
eastern need not pose a 
problem, as certainly 
coast contact. F or instan:ce, an obsidian 

http:burials.SJ
http:India.48
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route is known to have existed between 
Kaminaljuyu, only 60 miles from the Pacific 
coast in Guatemala, and Comalcalco. 

One Comalcalco brick is of particular 
interest with regard to this matter. The brick 
in question depicts the head of an anima!. 
(Fig. 20) Phillip Leonard consulted three 
Veterinary Surgeons in Utah regarding the 
illustration on tltis particular brick. Based on 
the anatomical characteristics, two of the 
Veterinary Surgeons said that the engraving 
was of a l1ama, whilst the third said it was a 
horse. All three Vets had worked with both 
Ilamas and horses. Beasts of burden were 
completely absent in ancient Mexico. 
Therefore, if a l1ama was being depicted, it 
implies that someone had either taken a 
lIama to Comalcalco from the Andes on the 
pacific side of South America, or had come 
from the Andes where they had seen one. 
The identification of a horse is not as 
impossible as may seem. Horse remains 
(associated with pot sherds and other 
artefacts, showing no evidence of 
fossilization, and considered as being 
referable to Equus occidentalis on 
morphological characteristics) have been 
reported from cave deposits in Yucatan. 
Horse remains were also found in an 
UIunistakable pre-Columbian context during 
Carnegie excavations at the Maya site of 
Mayapan.52 Scholars have not ventured to 
suggest how these horses may have arrived 
in the Americas. However, a possible 
explanation may be found from the fact that 
the Yüeh-Chih traders who had settled in 
West Bengal were known to have supplied 
Central Asian horses to Southeast Asia via 
their maritime trade network. 53 If the Yüeh­
Chih actually reached the Americas, did they 
also attempt trade horses to the Maya? Now 
the authors have been informed that the 
horse remains (reported in The Journal of 
Mammalogy) are from the Pleistocene era. 

Final remarks: 

IT IS AL W A YS extremely difficult, when 

]02 

dealing with pre-Columbian transoceamc 
contact, to detennine the precise donor 
culture (or cultures), and to establish the 
exact mechanism for the transmission. 

Figure 20: Comalcalco brick No.T l -2719. 
L1ama or horse? (Photo copyright: Neil 
Steede) 

Certain Indic motifs and Brahmi-based 
script, both of which appear to have existed 
at Comalcalco, may have been conveyed via 
Southeast Asia. Roman-like and 
contemporary Eu ropean-Iike traits, also 
apparently present at Coma1calco, could also 
have been transmitted via the same 
IndolAsiatic routes. However, it also appears 
that there may have been an actual cultural­
mix of people at Comalcalco. For instance, 
figure 14 bears witness to an oriental 
presence. Perhaps the fact that the 
aforementioned Yüeh-Chih had originated in 
Northwest China54 has some significance 
regarding this. Tokharians also wore full 

hbeards and handle bar moustac es. 55 

FURTHERMORE, although we are certain 
that there was not a direct link between 
Rome and Comalcalco, some of the 
engravings on the Comalcalco bricks seem 
to show people wearing Roman clothing. 
Forms of Early Christian symbolism also 
seem to appear 5 6 Even if such 
interpretations in this regard are accuratc, 
OUf present understanding of the ethnic and 
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PENNSYLVANIA UNlVERSITY 
AND 

COMALCALCO 

by 

David J. Eccott 

who have studied the paper on 
Comalcalco that was v.'ritten by Neil 
and myself (Migration & Diffusion, 
Number will be to learn 

that a proposed 
conference on Comalcalco. 

During 2000, J Neil Steede in 
MissourL During that visit, one of OUf main 
tasks was to prepare paper on Comalcalco 
for Migration & Diffusion. Shortly before my 

Neil an invitation Dr. 
Vietor was in holding a 
conference on Pre-Columbian transoceanic 
contaets between the Old and New 
Worlds. Or. Vietor H. Mair is a at 
the Department and 
Studies at the Pennsylvania University 
together with Dr. J. P. Mallory of 
University, Belfast, recently co-authored 
The Tarim Mummies. 

Steede proposed a day 
presentations of subject matter to 

and that the 
""r,t"r'pnc'p be split 

would consist 
for 

contact found at Comalca1co, the second 
would deal with indirect evidenee (consisting 
of delivered Dr. Paul Dr. 
David Kelly, Or. Stephen Jett, Dr. Paul Shao, 

Dr. John and 
Carl Johannesson), and third part was 

to be a round table hptulP'''n the 

of the previous two and the 
entles diffusionist thcories. These 

proposals were aecepted by Vietor Mair, 
and a the was set 
41

\ 200 L Ouring the following months, 
various people were and 

were made for the venue at 

27thon 2000, NeU Steede 
received an e-mail fromDr.Mair. In the 

Mair his regret 
events transpired that would 

now prevent the eonference being held at 
Pennsylvania University. Or. Mair explained 
that when had eontent 
conferenee with the Executive "--''-'UUtUt."", 

the for Ancient Studies, 
oversees such events at Pennsylvania 

would not 
According to Or. Mair, 
disapproval were partly to with 
and partly to do with what they feit would be 
a lack eontroI over the proeeedings. 

Committee's was 
and could not be reserved. Dr. Mair said 

felt toward Neil 
Steede who had worked so hard to formulate 
such an programme. 

we are extremely disappointed by 
fact that Comalealco Conferenee at 

Pennsylvania University had been 
we were even more by the reasons 
given by the Executive Committee for the 
cancellation. As stated above, from the 
pro-diffusionist speakers, we also had 

to those opposed to 
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pre-Columbian contact to 
participate in the round table debate. These 
opponents would have gathered from 
some the leading academic institut ions in 
America. We had also to invite Dr. 
Ricardo Armijo Torres, the resident 

at Comalcalco, on 
Comalcalco are not predisposed towards 
diffusionjsm. a of 
debate at Pennsylvania University (who was 
without a had been 
to monitor the round table discussion. We 
simply wished to our evidence, 
then the critics ample chance to respond 

the various We were to 
each paper. To 

LS.A.C. were to 
event, rather than the 

we we 
to ensure that 
balanced and 

Conunittee 
University decided they 

not have control over the 
and that their reasons 

nrp,,,plTtu,,' the from taking place 
were connected to logisties, whatever that 
may mean. 

I, personally, am concerned by the 
that the Conunittee was actuaHy 

unwilling to listen. I apologize to the 
Executive Conunittee if that is not the case, 
but without a more detailed explanation it is 
difficult to see any other reason for the 
cancellation. Even more is the fact 
that the conference on the possibility 
transoceanic contact is still to place at 
the university in May, but Comalcalco 

some reason, be considered 
amongst the various With to 
this point, Nei! 
convey that 'an 
should be 

at cost. Even if they thought 
our evidence was they should 

have recognized the fact that other 
were not only willing to 

but were also participating. Are all 

wrong too? Real science explores for real 
truth. ' 

Whilst ladmit that I am of the opinion that 
there was some of contact the 
Old and New Worlds prior to the time of 
Columbus, I do not the possibility 
that ancient American cultures may 
been in some ways influenced by Old World 
cultures should be in any way detrimental to 

Amerindians themselves. It is known that 
there was continual, ongoing contact and 

between the ancient civilizations of 
Asia, and Africa, yet each individual 

culture still bears own hallmarks, and 
individual culture is still recognized 
own particular Such 
cannot be accepted one hemisphere, yet 
denied for other. The oceans were not an 
impenetrable barrier for ancient man. 
Columbus himself was perfectly aware of 
this as is evident from his dairy entry for 
October This is not to that 
the academic conununity should 

theory thro\\oTI at by the 
but should be prepared to 

fair consideration to serious data 
honestly and thoroughly 

indigenous American Indian has proved 
time and time that he and was, 
perfectly capable of establishing his own 
intellectual but to to even 
consider the possibility that he was also 
capable developing, modityil1g, 
or rejecting, according to his needs, any alien 
trait may come way, is also 
tantamount to denying the American Indian 
an ability to psyche an 
alien in the same way that Old World 
cultures understood motivation of 
adjacent cultures in their hemisphere. Not 
only it also deny a consideration 
contributions that the American continent 
may made to the Old World continents, 
it also denies an attempt to the 
full extent of human mobility and interaction 
in the past. 
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we are to Dr. 
Vietor Mair, even though he may not 
necessarily share our opinions, for all 

in attempting to ineorporate 
Coma1calco into the debate at Pennsylvania 
University, Dr.Mair also made a very 
honourable gesture by providing us with 
means by which we may ly 
a subvention on Coma1calco. At present we 
are 
may achieve this. 
the future, a European 
willing to debate the ease for 'VV.IlW.I'-'U",",V. 

it must be said we are 
had the support of sueh a 

as Dr. Vietor Mair. book, 
The Tarim Mummies (J.P. Mallory and Vietor 

Thames and Hudson Ltd.), is 
reading for anyone who is seriously 

InH'rp"rpr1 in subject aneient 
and diffusion. 
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