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ARYAN PANIS MIGRATE TO WEST ASIA 

by 

Dr. Baldeo Sahai 

Summary 

The Aryan mercbant dass called Vaniks or Panis, wbo lived among tbe Cbolas in the 
soutb, migrated to West Asia in the early tbird or late second millennium BC. Tbey 
were expert s and navigators. Tbey first settled in the valley of Eupbrates 
and Tigris and called tbe place as Chola Desh wbicb was later distorted to 
and came to be known as Mesopotamia/Sumeria. Tbey travelled West and reacbed 
tbe eastern coast of Mediterranean wbere tbey establisbed Pboenicia. 

BELlEVE IT or not, there were far more 
meaningful contacts among the peoples 
of the worId in earlier times than they 
are at present. Thanks to modern jet age, 
a person may take his breakfast in 
Moscow, lunch in London and dinner 
Damascus. Some tourists 'do' a country 
in a couple of weeks and a capitaJ city 

Delhi a day or two. In distant 
travelling was eumbersome, but onee the 
people reached a new country they I ived 
there for 10ng and if they liked the plaee 
and the people, they stayed on for good. 
Thus, there were greater opportunities of 
eross-fertilization of ideas and imbibing 
eaeh other's customs and culture. The 
early Dynastie Egypt and Mesopotamian 

prototypes, for example, show religious 
and artistic traits which go back to lndus 
Valley and Vedic civHizations. 
been claimed by diffusionists 
lndus eivilization, and even 
Shang China are 
Mesopotamia (or it could be vice versa), 
and hyper-diffusionists have even gone 
so far to propose that New world high 
eultures are arefleetion of lndo-Chinese 
eivilization of the late Bronze Age." (1) 

Till reeently, that is about a million year 
ago, South India was totally cut off from 
the north by a surging sea extending 
from the Arabian sea to the Bay of 
Bengal.(2) The north was known as 
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both 

are 
an Aryan invasion. "Far anterior to the 


Ragozin says, 

the east or northeast, 


from (7) 

possibly through the 


later the 


says, had 

with the outside 


For 

temple Ur-Bagash, 

a Babylonia not 
BC, was found a piece 

Indian teak tree to 
Malabar coast and nowhere else ........" 
(4) Indian muslin, a 
was called Mesopotamians as Sindhu, 

is, they to the "by 
name of the country which exported it." 

Ragozin points out that 
the northern and western 

Babylonians 	 the 
before the advent of 

heaven, lower 
water. The Egyptian triad is 

and Horus (8) which seem to 
metamorphosised forms of 

and 

India 
class or were 

down to south blue­
blooded they down 

and Pandyas. 
were expert shipbu and 

With the Malabar 

and 
settled down in the 

and 
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ian civil 

perils 

" (9) Das quotes 
says: southerners had 

sea and went up 
to Sumerja; them have reached 
the regions far it." He 
"that a Sumerian very much like a 
southern Hindu of Deccan, and it is by 
no means ible that the Sumerians 

an Indian tribe which passed 
by 

rivers. "(10). 

THERE ARE 
Great 

Persia to 

common 
among the peoples of Asia, 
and India. It is therefore "that the 
event did occur and to the great 

Iysm 

"(11) 

when north and south 
of Ind by the 

In a 
fish warns early man Manu 

of an impending f1ood. He is advised to 
construct a sturdy ship, preserve all the 

in it with the seven rsis 
(surprisingly, no wo man is mentioned in 
the Matsya Purän story), and look out for 
the Fish recognizable by ahorn. As the 

water rose, Manu tied the cord of 
the ship to the horn of the Divine Fish. 
After whirling and swirling for long the 
Fish dragged ship to the highest peak 
of Himavat which even is known 
by the name of naubandhana ('the 
binding of the boat'). The flood subsided 
and the creation continued. 

thing shalt thou 
them 

Deluge Tablet, 
against 

together and 
seeds of life of 

bring in 
al ive." the 

when 
God 

stowed into 

was saved from destruction when 
heavens rained hail. 

comments: "The 
Manul 's divine preserver 
preserver of Hasisadra, 
accidentally indicated by 
of the former. .. " (13). 
drawing of Eä or Oannes given by her, 
the body and face of the fish 
merges with that of a well-bu 
man. He holds a Kamandal 
hand, by 
mendicants, 
abhay mudra granting benediction and 
boons to devotees. 

in 
the 

raises the right hand 

TO CITE another example: 

incorporated 

of Earth, and it emblem 
common among all these 
The snake was being worshi 
Kolarians and was 
Aryan pantheon of gods in the form 
the Sheshnag. The serpent was also a 
sacred symbol of the Shumiro - Akkads 
of Babylonia. Even Ea was worshipped 
at his ho liest shrine of Eridhu in the 

mentioned 
of Babylonia. In 

by Berossus, in the ancient 
of Egypt it was Noha who 

Great Flood. In 
unto " 

upon the 
of rain ... 
thou. 

form of a serpent. As "Eridhu 

serpent 

the 
started and 

the race and its 
Turanian Proto-Medes 
the snake -symbol 

too. 
hood of a is generally shown 
the crown of an Egyptian king or queen. 
We do not he was worsh 
like the other god Osiris. But he was 
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When 

specific 
incharge 

and is a good deal of 
between the religious of 

in his book, 

Vedic, Sumerian and 

In ilosophical 
theologians as 
existence a pantheon of 

superhuman 
invisible to eye, 

the cosmos in 
plans and duly 

1aws." (16). Each of these 
superhuman beings 
after a 
universe. The 

of gods 

Kramer uncovered the 
four-column tabJet 
in the University 
Philadelphia. 

and is very 
Here are some of 

intelligible of the 170­ hymn 
:(20). 

whose is far-reach 

whose pronouncement is 
unchangeable, who 
destin 
Whose lifted eye scans the 



the heart 

bow down In fear 

heaven-gods humble themselves 
before Him. 

THE SUMERIANS were weil aware 
classifications, mathema­

problems their utions, and 
led numerous law 1). They 

noted down many significant events but 
did not a connected and 

history-Sumerian men 
a number literary 

proverbs 
essays. It is not known whether they 

picked up the 
or 

a ourn In Sumeria / 
Mesopotamia, Panis 
colony, may 

hordes 

"formerly 
dwelt, as they themselves say, on the 
coast of . From 

travelIed transversely across 
dweil on the sea 
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seamen 
to 

BabyIon, and 

Panis into 
Sumeria 
deityamong 

for 
trading. philosophy, 
and theological of 

and 
similarity to those 
which support to extensive 
migrations among these peoples from the 

mes 
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