


5ATALA 

I don I t believe in God hut T'm very interested in her. 
-Anhllr C. Clarke 

It's nOl every day that an academic amhropology journal publishes an anicle with 
the name Mother Goddess in its LiLle. 161 Most modern-dav aUlhoriLies ridiclIle the 
mere notion of"goddess religion." I\or is it aeommon oeeurrence for a prestiglous 
medkal joulllalLO wilhdraw an arLicle and instrue[ their readers to physically rip 
OUl pages in their eopies as though il had never exisled.16 

> Yct thcse were [he very 
events mat bcfcU Amonio Arnaiz-V diene, a Spanish immllnologist. Arnaiz­
VeUena was also accuscd by his seicmifie brethren ofembezzling funds lhollghl to 

exceed EU 300,000. Jl was an accusalion from whieh hc was cxonerated, 20 years 
after thc laet. 163 

Arnaiz-V cllcna has an unllsual approach LO deciphering unknov·m scripls. He 
belie.cs lhat 83% of the words that oecur in Tberian, aud other aneiem writing 
systems, are rdated ro the burial and [l/ueral practices of lhe Mother Goddcss 

I{;[ "The Iberian-TarLessian Semi-syllahary: Possible Evolution Irom Lineal 
Megwilhic/Paleolithic ScripL~ and the Mother GQddess Religion," InLernariollal Joumal 
q/Modem Amhfopology2/17 (2022). pp. 820-41­

16. A Arnaiz-Villena et W. "The Origin 01' Paleslinians and Thei r Genetic ReJatcdness with 

Other Meruterranean Populations," Human JiIlIllIJ/W/ugy62/ 9 (September 2001), pp. 

889-900. doi:IO.IOI6/ S01g8-8859(0l)00288-g .. Sec Robin McKic (25 Novernher 2001), 

"Journal Axes Gene Research on lews and Palcstinians," J'he ObJ'ener, hup: 

/ /www.gllardian.co.uk/worid/200I/nov/2s/medicaJ science.genetic:s. 

10} ~Antonio Arnaiz-Villena," art. in Wikipedi8, accessed Aug. 2. 2022. 1'0 give his CTitics 

their due. the HLAs (human lymphocyte markers) upon which Arnaiz-Villena relies to 


prove his point do not seern to be cornplctely neutral bUl partly affected by evolution, 

environmcnt and selection. That can be said 01'alt genes and genolypes. 
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religion. He ealls the Goddess religion a world\\~de faith, wirh unified instirutions, 
whose origins lic in the MesoliLhic ifnot Paleolithic era. The Spanish physician also 
insists that the key to unloeking the meaning and mysteries ur survi:ving 
inscriptions is aJanguage similar to Easque. ' b ., He claims, furthermore, thal writing 
systems deveJopcd in the West, not in the Middle Eastorwith Ihe Phoenieians, and 
much eartier than most people believe. Moreovcr, there was a time when the Sahara 
Deserl "vas home to an advanced eivilizaLion that migrated west, nonh and SOllth as 
the vast region dricd up and bemme uninhabitable. 

DcserlIDcation ofSaharia 
The transfonnation orSaharia is certainl) a facl. The most reeentgreen phase 

ofJ\onh Afriea lasted from arollnd I2,000 to 4,000 ECE. Soil sedimenL" show 
there had been a previous period or lush forests and jungles peopled by Old Stone 
A,!,TC lribcs. In fael. the region had switchcd back and {onh repeatcdly over the eons. 
OLLring the last phase, eOlTesponding to the Neolithie Age, as attested by rock art, 
~orlh Afriea was an idyllic hunLing ground and thell a favorable plaee for 
agrieuhure. 

Whilc Europe was sülllocked in thc lcc Age, sou sampIcs provc that North 
Africa received 30-40 Limes as much rain as it does today. Rivers flowcd fi'om the 
highlands ofAdrair, Air and Ahaggar, and Lake Chad stretched 400 miles north 
bc)'ond its present shorcs. By the time ofEgypt's Old Kingdom (after 3000), arid 
conditions eaused another great exodus ofwildlik eonjointly wirh wave after wave 
0(' people immigrating. Jfi

;; 

'(4 See also Georgeos Diaz-Mootexano,.;Lo EJWdllroNocio en Ocadente?1lforcefino Sam 
de SOllllJiJlay Altamüo. Ensayo.sobre Ia EscrituraLinealPaleol1!ica:.E'/Descubrimienlo de 
las primeraJ EJt.rlrUfaJ Lineales Fonogrijirxu y los primeros Jlfopas de Ia HÜloria. en 
Cueva.ry Afl(jUC/M Paleolfticosde Erpana, PorTIIgolyNanda (N.p.: CreateSpa<.:e, 2014), 
A western ralher than tastern origin of rhe alphabet was espoused by Lhe polymarh 
Francisco Xanier Manuel de Ia HuerLa y Vega as early as 1738 (Diaz-Momexallo, p. 143). 
For a rat her oUldated djscussioll ofthe Iherian scripLin comparison wiLh Phoenician, Punic 
and a syllabic fOfTIl from Lhe tomhs ofAlväo in Portllhral, see Hans jensen, ,Sign, Symbol arzd 
S"c'1pl, 3lJ rev. and enl. ed., transl. Georh'C Unwin (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons). pp.38, 

290-293. See also David Diringer, TheAlphnbel' A Kq 10 the HisLO'YC!/AfonJcin.d, 3'" erl. 
rev. Reinhold Regensburg (New York: Funk & Wagnalls, 1968), pp. 192-95. In VGI. 2. are 
reproductions ofins<.:riptiolls offberian and LibY3JI, indudi.ngTurdetan, sec vol. 2, pp. 174 
(Fig. LPS), 182-84 (Fig. 14.23-14.25). Diringcr, like many others, has the relationslüp 
between Iberian seTipts and Phoeni<.:ian bacli..wards. deriving the former, alongwith Libyan, 
from the larter. Iberian writing dearly predates Phocnici3Jl, by at least a thollsand years. 

16
5 Brian Griffitb, J'he Gorderu 0/J'heir DreotnJ:' Desertificcuion ond ClImlfe in World 

Hiflofy(Halifax: Fernwood, 2001), pp. 18-19. 
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52. The cover ofthe be.rt.reller Atala. byFran~i.r-Renede Chareauhriand, ilJu.rtraled 
by GlMtave Dore (Neu; Yode: Carsell, ,8l14), depict.r iu leading ladyara tall, blond, 
liglu-.rkinned, voluptuolM, banfootgoddes.r with feather headdre.r.r.. magic wand and 
.rheUnecklace. She.reem.r to wear a belJoftobacco leave.r orherb.r. 

Basqllc, or Euskara, is alanguage isolatc uscd roday by about 750,000 peopte 
living on the westemmost ridgcs 01' the Pyrenees roward the Bay 01' Biscayne and 
AtlanLic in northwest Spain and southwcst France. Aquitanian, a language once 
spoken in most 01' wcstem Francc, from thc Loire Rivcr LOwards the South, was 
rcJatcd to ir. Ir is bclieved by one school o1'thought in IinguisLics that thc ancient 
langlLaoO'C documemed throughout Ibel;a, Ibcrian-Tartessian, wa" its precursor. 
Ba<;que is the only language isolate in Western Ellrope. 

Arnaiz-Vellena's hercsies do not end with his eheory of a Ba"quc-like substrate 
bencath Europe's Indo-Ellropean languages. His unorthodoxy ex:rends ro the 
hypoehesis of an AfTican origin for ehe Crceks, as wcll as Celts [rom the Wcsr. He 
thollght matriarehaI societies preceding patriarehal ones and an Indo-Ellropcan 
homeland in Central Asia were myths. Hc bdieved the lews eame [rom Grete. 
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Amaiz-Vellena's ideas and research turn Ellfopean history on its ear.1fi6 Probably 
kw historians have been so reviled sinee Marija Gimbutas. 

BerbefS-

Guanches 

53. Saharan Civilizaaon migratiolU o/ier 7000 DCE, .rlightly modified fromArnaiz­
Vülena. DO{J indicate cenIer.r ofmatriarchal.rocietie.r in Old Europe (Godde.r.s Gene). 
Arnaiz-Vellena; atDNA 11.5. 

Marija Gimbutas, Amaiz-Vellena' s fdlow heresiarch, long ago drewattention 
to a mcgalithic tomb and relief 01' the Goddess at Trigueros. Shc identified Ule 
r~lInOIJS Dolmen de Soto as one 01' (WO thousand ritual bllrial sites from awund 
4000 BeE in tlle provinec 01' Hudva, the Tartessüm hearthmd. 16

7 

A key eoncept in Amaiz-Vellena' s linguistie analysis is the religions term The 
0001', am. This means "entryway" in Basque and Iberüm-Tartessian, as well as in 
Gllanche, Etrusean, Minoun , Berber, PuniclPhoenician, Hittite, Sumo'ian and 
Egyptian. The word appears on epitaphs and in ecmctcries and megaliths in Ule 
sense of "entry to another dimension, the underworld, death." Ir expressed a 

166 SeePre/zis[oric Iberia: Ccneti(;J~ AnIhrojJology. ond LingW:flicf. cd. Antonio Amaiz­
VilIenu (conference proceedings from 1998, New York: Springer, 2012), with J. AlollSo­
Garcia, Chapter 9: "The U.sko-Mediterraneun Languages," pp. 205-46. One orhis teurn's 
latest and best publications is A Amaiz-Villena et al, "Cumbres Muyores (Hueh'u, Spain): 
A New Striking Megalith Complex und 115 lncise[dl lineal Megalithic und Tartessian 
Scripts," liuernolionolJournol ojModernAnlhropology2/J? (2022): n8 - 802. 

rr" LOlIguoge o/lhe CoddeJJ~ p. 350. 
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central rite in Ihe Goddcss Rdigion. 16H Other matriarchal reljgious tcnns in Uskan 
/ Euskan (Basql\e) Ihat are idcntical 01" cognate in Ihe same adjacent nexus 01' 

circum-Mediterranean languages arc: 

...Iand." arka, "'grave," arri, "'stone," arren "'pray," ba "'yes," baba "spirit," 
bake "peace," biLu" gathcr wgcthcr," eba "dead"(liLeraUy, 'cut,'), eme 
"goddcss," ez "no,'" gune "place,'" ll"dead~" ./awI'/Wla "'Lady, Goddcss," cf. 
Juno," kai "ravinc, cemcrery," mama "LinIe Mother, Goddess," mu "'word, 
praycr," .fU "lire" (Sllmer=litcraJly Fire or HOL Land and uda, w·"waLer." 

A'i I sturucd Arnaiz-Vellcna's work, Ihe meaning and significancc 
ofata (or ATin semi-&)'lIabary 01" abbrcvjarcd lorm) dawned on mC.I rccvalnated a 
rock inscription in Arizona whi.ch my wile Tcrcsa and I had discovel"cd in 2013. I 
had (j rsr thought it to bc Larin.169 

54- Petroglyph .rtandingfor tran.iformation andrebirth attheAT.rile in TatorDil/.r. 
The.rame meaning aaache.r to .rpiral.r and1ahyrinJh.r on Dopt" andPueblo pottery and 
par.roge graves liJce Newgrange in lrelandandCavrini.r in Briltany. Nearby are 
.rymhol.r offertilityandfood, buaeiflies anddrogonflies. Photo byauthor 

1(iU SeePrehislOricIberia. Table I, p. 222. It is distinguished from ale, the common word for 

"door," wruch is also the same in all the related lanb'1lages, a<;alO (p. 223). 


169 On Latin in the ancient Southwest. see Donald N. Yates, J{erchonl Adven1llf(:r Kings 0/ 

Rhoda: TlleLo.sl World«/lhe Ttlf.;JOnArrijaCU·, 2 nd COIT. ed. (Longmont: Panther's Lodge, 

2018),p. XV. 
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55. Grea{ Godde.r.r with a fancy slcir{at{he TatorHilI.r sile. She seems {o hold a Icnife, 
represelUing death, andhave {Wo bowü. Lilce o{hergodde.rses 0/{he dead, she brings 
new souls back {O /ife andpro{eClS them Me children under the amplefoldr 0/her 
skin The lWo bowlr sugges{ weighing ,rmrandrewarding good andevd In her 
Egyplian counterpart, Hathor, one irJuli0/nuUc andnOlUühmeniand{he otherfollof 
gallandbiaeme.rs. Pho{o byaurhor. 

Fenilüy and transf(mnation symbolism dominates at this site. AT is probably 
tbe Usko-Mediterranean name Ata and marks a place where people held funerals, 
girls' coming of age eeremonies and rebirth rites, in other words, riruals of the 
goddess cult. The goddess figure in the skirt cmbodies [üe and death. She llses her 
knik 10 "cut" the thread of existence, like Atropos (Creek 'Ä:rpoJto<; "without 
tum") orAisa, one ofthe three Moirai, goddesses offate and destiny, whose Roman 
equivalem was Morta. Atropos was the oldcst ofthc Three Fates. She was known as 
"the Inflexible One." ltwasAtropos who chose the malmer ofdeath and ended the 
Iife of monals by eutting their thread. 

The style of the Ieuering is dc[mitdy Roman, a fOl111 known as liitera 
mOntunenlaJis, with pronounced serifs, bur it seems to have been incised o'ver an 
older petroglyph 01' pecked markings, sllggesting that the inseribcrs with their 
metal tools simply supcrimposed their own inscription on an aneient sign. An 
adjacent phoenix or thunderbird is pecked in the same way. 

On the level surface 01' the oLltcropping is an inscription in the 
IberianlCuanehe linear form of writing, resembling th.e Roman numeral IV. Ir 
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could be the same as the word BA, marking tJhe spot as sacl'ed ground. '(O Jberian 
semi-syllabary characrcrs are oli:en mistaken for LaLin. 

In Basqlle and related or borro\o\wg languages, one of the words for "dead 
person~ is eba, meaning, hterally, "cut." So the worshipcrs ofthc Goddcss prayed 
to her in ber aspect as tbc Terribk One (Hccatc in Creek tTadition) to accept [heir 
dead ones and reincarnatc thcm in the sanle clan or community. The UndcrwoTld 
was marked as Tbc Door (AT). Atropos, or Aisa., or Mona, corresponded to tbe 
Whitc Goddess, tbe crone. Thc otllCr two Fates were Clotho and Lachesis. stand­
ins for Lhe Goddcss in her Virgin and Malron phases. 

While we werc investigating t:his site, a flutter ofunywhite bUITcrllics pOl/red 
out of the rocks and geotly alighted on Tcrcsa, covering her bare arms. Thcir 
presence seemed appropriate, sinccpJychecan mean botb soul and butterfly. In 
IHan)' ancient religions , including rhe Great Goddess culL, white burterflics 
reprcsellL transformation, renewal and rcbirth. These bad 110 markings and tbeir 
wingspread was about half an inch, smallcr tban common cabbage bUITerflics. We 
found BO identi.tying pictures on ilie Web. 

56. In.rcription enhanced to show detail. PhotogrophedOctoher 16, 2013 byaurhor. 

170 See Diaz-Montexano, p. 436 for a site witb asimilar inscriptiolJ. Roman lJumeral-looking 
inscriptions mat are actually linear Iberian Neolithic semi-syllabaries are found in several 
funereal or burial contexts in Arizona and France; see ibid. p. 437. For comparauve rabies 

o/" Iberian and Tanessian signs. see Elena Maria Whitsbaw,AdanLif in Spain (Stelle: 

Adventures Unlirnited Press; orig. titleAtlantis in Andalucia, London: fuder, 1928), 

pp. 282-84. 
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Indeed, mere was a prominent bunerfly petroglyph beside a phoenix or 
rhunderbird on rhe largest panel al the Tator Hills AT sile. Tbere was also a giam 
cf'dck in mc deserl ncarby. a (wo-mUe-long carth fissure thal opcned around 2015. 
Could lhere have been other SllCb gaping ... cntryways" LO underground spaees in 
tbe area in Ihe past? Was thal why Lhis outcroppingwas chosen as a binh-rehinh 
ite? Ccrtainly neithcr thc modern inhabiLants of Arizona City nor Lhc StaLc'l) 

afcheologislS bad any respcct {or iLS pos!:.ible imporranec. Tbc former had lillcrcd 
thc sile with lf'd.Sh, including old Lifes and hroken applianccs. Tbe lattcl' did not 
mcmion il in any oftbeir publications or survcys. 

Tau Cross Motif 
Todd Greavcs was an amateur archco-aslfonomcr and roek art <:.Apert, as weU 

as -former military man. cowboy. guidc, graphie designer and cODlcmporary 
designer, from Arizona. who died in zo08. Greaves authored severaJ aniclcs on th 
s~mbolism, hisLOry and dispcrsal arme Lau cross motif(T) in archcology and arl. 
He documCIlLCd Ihc Tau Cross in LCmples, tombsand monumentsworldwide,from 
thc carly NcoLitbic Age. (v.imcssthc stone pillars ofGöbckli Tepc in Turkey) La th 
,ccond millennium CE in LhcAmerican SOllthwest (Cbaco Canyon. {Ol" instanec}. 
Uc (ound irs iconograph) in lhe Pyram.ids orGiza, Casas Grandes in Melico,lndo­
Tibctaß mandalas, Old Europe, Palcnque in Chiapas, Milhi in Oa-x3ca, 

'zinLSUfilZ3.ß in Michoacin. China, Korea., Peru, ElTUSCan LOmbs. Ecuador, 
Sulwcsi, Bahrain, Sumcria and Occania. 

Evcrywhere Lhc Tau appcal'ed in prchiswry. it secmed LO havc thc same 
religious signilicanee, a doofW'd)'. window or passagcway serving LO conneel the 
Upper and Lower worlds. 'cl symbol of thc goddess as the transiLionaJ force 01' binb. 
Iilc and death, 01' Ihc Sun-god, :md 01' royallY as riLUru impcrsonaLors 01' lhc Slm­
{he saccrdot.al emblem 01' Ihc Son of Lhc Suo and Cbildren 01' the SUD. As lO whcr 
il.S use and mcaningoriginalcd, il could ha\e bccn Llle MiddJc East or Lhe Far East, 
hut h wns introduccd ioto thc high-cuJrurc civilizations of Nortb And Somh 
America somctimc before LheJourlh millennium BCE. 

By lTaeing the Tau LO al1 of thc wodd' 5 civiJizations, Grcavcs wrotc lhat it 
reprcscnLed "lhe Holy Grail of di./Tusionism." Of Lhe unilOmlllY 01' Ihc Tau 
tradition. he Ihought tbat "'Uoderstanding Ihc role and tbc symbolism 01' Ihc Crcat 
Goddcss ... provcd LO bc thc ker. ~ Greaves concludcd: 

Her bodyreprescmed, simultancously, Ihc Universal Womb and the Univcrsal 
'omh ofmankind, making hcr Ihc vcry pcrsonj licaLion of Ihc conccpts of Ihe 

tllFerllOfd, and Ihc rite ofpassage The doonl1oylgalewa y was also assimiJaled 
at some early poim oe time. '[be v8l,Yina became the Mothe!" of AU Ooors, 
lcading "otUof the nowberc ioto d1e bere," and an objecL ol'rd igiolls awc.... 
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Crc:t\cs linked mc Tau [0 rctigiolls files aL Catalhöyilk (7500 - 5500 BCE). lO cmy 
hm shrines in Old Europe. lO thc throne 01' Cybclc from as lale as the third ccmury 
CE, LO lrumna from early Sumer and [0 the Hathor/lsis cuh ofEgypL I 71 ln other 
words, bcfore the world religions of ChristianiLy, Judaism and othcrs. ihr cnLirc 
worldwol'shlpcd aSuprcmc Goddcss in charge orille and dcaLh, thc visible and ih 
invisible. 

.'J'!- Tau-shaped wUulow.r overlooking a kiva in Me.ra Ve~ Colorado. Photograph by 
alJlhor. 

171 Todd Greaves, "The Tau (T) iD Eschatology and Re\igious Architecrure around U1C 

World," Pre-Co/wnbiollo 3/4 and 4f'1& 2. (2005~7). pp. r83-2J.2.· 
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Signific-.lIlce ofaName 
Alala (01' Atalia) was the name given to the Amerieas wben Nortb Afrieans and 

Europeans first sailcd to irs sbores.ILS inbabitants were eaJled Atalans. Back in 
thcir bomeland tbey were callcd Atalantes. We would eaJl them Berbers today. 
Tbey, togetberwith their fellow rraveJcrs, the Cutans, made up the first peoples of 
North Ameriea, the lirst American fndian n31ions. Rafincsque refcrs to tbe New 
World as Alala or Great Atlames. As we bave seen, Ata means "The Door, 
Entryway," enlrance to anothcr dimension, deatb, Underworld, Land of Souls, in 
tbc llskan (Euskaran, Basque) languages tbat were onee widcspread in Nortb 
Africaand Europe. This meaningseems LO be tbc reason wbywe speak of"passage 
gTaves. ~ Ey extension, tben, AtaJa can be Laken as a title [or the White Goddess in 
ber role as keeper of tbe gates o[ the Otber World, trans{0I111er ofthe dcad and lady 
of magie. 

Aneiently, tbe New World, or at Ica.<;t tbe North American contincnt, was 
widd)' known as Alala. Berbers in North Afriea used tbc name Atala or AllaJa oJ' an 
island in tbe Atlantie.In the sacred books oftbe Hindus, Atala, or the While Jsland, 
was lIsed LO idenlity a eOnlincnl in tbc Westen! Ocean. Francis Willord, tbc 
transl310r of tbc Vishnu Pmana in 1808, located Alala on tbc same 131iLUde as the 
Canary Islands (about 28 0 N)."2 Early aecounlS pomayed Atala a.<; a type ofbappy 
or blessed Other World. A pa radi sc. 

BoldNavigators 
"Ameriea was diseovered by some bold navigawrs who were Ied by the trade 

winds to tbe West Indies in a few days (i·om tbe AdanLie islands," aceording to 
Constantine S. Ralinesque. "They caJled thern Antila Islands, whieh meant before 
tbe land, and America was eaJled Arala or Great Atlames." The ftrst seruers, he 
wro[e, came from tbe western edge of Nortb Africa, tbe Canary lslands and the 
Caribbean. He makes them imo tbe Malans and eornpiles their histoty based on 
Amerieao Indian oral somees, incllLding aversion of tbe WaJlam Olurn traeed 
historjeaJly to Teoskwatawa (Tbc Open Door), Teeumseh's brother.J7~ 

1(:0 See Tony O'Connell, Arlan tipedia.ie s.v" Arala.." Id, Joining rI,eDolf:PLalO'.sAdantiJ"uz 
die CenrraLMediterranean, ebook, (N.p.: 2m3), forward by Dr. Antoo Mifsud; review by 
Heinz-Günther Nesselrath, Imessel@gwdg.de, inßryn Mawr ClaJSical Reliiew (2020): 

hnps:/Ibmcr.brynmawr.eduh.020h020.04.IS/. Despile O'Connell's many mistakes, 
as poimed out by the review (not to mention tbe fundamental impossibility 01' trying to 
locate a philosopher' s fictive de\'ice on maps), the work has some merit. O'Connell 
suggcsts Atlanreans were synonymous wirh the Sea Peoples. The Sea Peoples are very real 
and quite historieal, as readers here have repeatedly seen. 
I?:lConstantine Samuel Rafinesque,Andenl HÜlory ur Annals qfKentllcky: will, a Survey 
qf. lhe AndeIU MOflJUflelUf 0/ North All/eriea, and a Tobuuu- Vitw qf the PrindpaL 
Longuoges and Prinlitive NatioM ujthe Whofe Emth (Frankfort, Ky.: Printed für the 
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In support ofArnaiz-Villena's Usko-Saharan thesis, Ralinesque nores rhar the 
orth Afrieans were Lhe mosr sophistiealed ofme Old World peoples, and thar"alI 

lhose narions were intimalely conneCled in languages and manners." The Kutans, 
of dilJerent CullllJe, lollowed the Alalans. They were what we might eall Middle 
EasleITIerS or people from lhe East Medilerranean. 

Plutarch (died aboul I20 CE) reeorded Lhal Creeks settled among natives who 
lived aeross the AIiantie Occan. The Carlhaginians precedcd Lhem. The Canary 
Currelltwas deseribed as early as Lhe first century BCE by Lhe Creek encydopedist 
Diodorus Sieulus.In 1492, ir earried Columbus to the AmiUes. 

Atala and Athena 
Atala is a formation relared to Alhena, whose name, however, is not Creek in 

origin. In Mycenaean and Minoan, il is Arana. Curiously, Athena was nOl originall)' 
a Creek divinity, nor was she patron of rhc eil)' Arhcns. She is said to have been 
bOITI in lhe Sahara, when rhere was an inland sea there ealled Lake Tritonis, now 
sall mashes. '7' One 01' her originallitles was lrIiogeneia. f~} Her "parlhenogenesis" 
(virgin birrh) 1'rom the hcad ofZells is ~anolher examplc" 01' patriarehy assimilaling 
lhe Coddess.'7tl The word (01' name) }\nxAo<; is derived from an "unknown 
substralc," aeeording lO aUlhorilies. '77 In olher words, it does nor seem lo be 
Pclasgian or pre-Creek or even Indo-Eufopean. Cogllale lo Ü are Atlas, Alalanta 
(the goddess figure and namesake of rhe eil)' Atlanta), Anis (in lhe Phrygian 

Author, 1824) . He later wrote TheAmerican Nations. or; Owline.H!lT11eir GeneraIHistol]', 

Anäelll and Modern: lnduding rite Who!e HÜlOry ({Ihe Eorlh aJUi Mankind in the 

W~slern Hemisphere: the PhiloJvphy t:?f ArneriwlI HÜlory: the Llnnois, TradiLi()fl,s, 

Civilizmion. LaJzgllogeJ~ &c., q/ All the Arllerican NOlionf~ Empü-e.s, and 

Srales... (Philadelphia: Primed for the AULhor, 1836). He had not read the Wallam Olum 

before wri ting TlteAmerican Natiof1.j~ F or summaries and discussion of [he lruslworthiness 

o [ Rafinesque's lribal bistories, see Donald N. Yales, OId World RoofS of the 

Clwok"e: How DjVA, Andem Alphabel.J and Religion E:rplnin th" Origins 0/AJnf'lica:r 

largesllndian Natioll, foreword by Richard Mack Beuis (jeffersol1, N.C.: McFarland, 

2012), esp. Ch. 4, "AncientHistoryofthe Indians," pp. 58-7, and Ch. 5, "America'sMiddle 

Ages.~ pp. 74-85. 


'74 Roben Graves, The Whtle Codde,J:J':A Hislorical Cmmmar 0/Poelic Myth (New York: 

Farrar. Straus and GirOllX, 2000), p. 218.See also id, The Creek Myths Lpp. 50-SI. 

175 Tritogeneia, which is also sometimes glossed as "thrice born," see Jane Ellen Harrison, 

TheflliJ~' A Satdy oj'the !)ocial Origins qCreek Religion (Andover: Chapel River, 19n first 

pub. London: Merlin, 1963), pp. 499-500. 

115 Campbell, Codde.sse.s, p. J36. 

'" Robert Beeks, with Lucien Van Beek,Erymological Diaionoryq(Creek. Leiden Indo­

European Erymological Dictionary Series 101I-2 (Leiden: Brill. 2010), pp. 16, 29. The 

great goddess is named as a-ta-naPO-ll~lli:ll~a (Atana the Ruler) in Mycenaean Linear B. 
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religion of rhe Mother Goddess), Aniea, Atabyrius (deity in Cretc), Anmus and 
Arlantie (onee emIed the White Oeean). 

Atala eould weU stern from the Basque-like substrate that emerged from Alhea 
alter 7000 BCE. Signifieantly, tlle goddess Arhena was born in Nonh Afriea, as we 
jusl mentioned. In the Creek langllage AtaJa means "rhe tender one," but ro the 
devotees 01" the Goddess religion it secrns to be used as the name of rhe Goddess 
who eared lor us all in lu.c and death. Perhaps originally illiterally meant, or was 
understood to mean, "The One by the Door ofLilc and Death." 

Conneeting the Medirenanean lands where goddess-religion was introdueed 
and praetieed, Roben Craves writes (p. 51): 

Porrery linds suggest a Libyan immigration imo Crete as early as 4000 BC; 
and alarge number ofgoddess-worshipping Libyan refllges (rom rhc Western 
Delta sec m to have arrived there when Uppcr and Lower Egypt were loreibly 
uni ted nnder rhe First Dynasty about tllC year 3000 BC. The first Minoan Age 
began soon alterwards, and Cretan eululre sprcad lO Thraee and early HeUadie 
Greece. 

Graves' diagram for eultural and religious inOlIenees mirrors the model of Arnaiz­
Vellcna. Tbe culrural in1luences can be ex(cndcd to show how thc Sca Peoples 
praeticed goddess-worship and to explain how ArhcnalAtabey arrived in the New 
World. 

Frellch Connection 
Chateaubriand made Atala the heroine of bis novel about rhe tragic love 

bctween the Indian Chacta and the half·raste daughter of Creek Indjan chief 
Simagan. The heroine's name being Greek ("young girl") is appropriatc in mat 
Chatcaubriand made her mOther a Creek Indian, bur he was thinking of the 
Apalaehite Indians, known so well to Frcneh Huguenot missionaries. Tbc 
Apalaehites' original language, as represeored in Charles de Roehclorr's fliJ'fOry 
cf,he Amil/e.s, was Aneient Creek. l

(8 Ln this sense, the charaeter Atala scerns to 

ernbodyall the "eivilizcd" Indians of the Amerieas. 
"Atalil"was believed by Raüncsque to be relared to rhe rootTol, as in Tolteeas. 

He also recordcd that rhe root Atta- appcars in the name ofrhe Supreme God of the 
Tainos, Arawaks and or/lCr Caribbean Indians-Attabci, Attabeira or Atabex 
(Cuba) .The goddess, alongwirh the language and thc first peopte, came apparenrly 
from the Canary lslands 01" Berber/Basque/lberian lands, whieh Arnaiz-Villcna 
would identify as me Usko-Mediterranean orbit. Says Raijnesque: "Titles of this 
god havc astonishing analogies with rhe primitive God oi" Asia and Europe, the 

176 Charles de Rocheforr, Hisroire Norurelle er Morole des lies Amt/fes d tAmerique 
(Rotterdam: Cbez Reinier Leers, 1681). 

121 



THE COUNTERCURRENTS OF PREHISTORY 

Rasks lsie], Pelasgial1S, Adames [Nonh Aüicans, Berbers], Guanehes ere. "[79 In 
other words, Arabex is rhe same as the universally worshiped White Goddess or 
\'cumann's Grcat MoLher Goddess. Mala was thc Grcat Mothe!". [!lo 

The di-vine name appears also in the Syrian supreme goddess Atargatis or Ara 
or TaraLa, alavorire ofthe Phoenieians. 

A similar name is pa5sed dO\\l1 among the Jroquois. "One traditional name of 
Sk-y Woman, thc progcnitrix ofJifC on Eanh. isA/(lemic .... " The same Goddess is 
venerated as GrandmoLher Moon. [n, 

Some other paralleIs from arollnd the world are instmerive. Mete was the 
original pag'dIl goddess later subsumcd under Lhe guise o[Saim MalY in Ethiopia. 
Arnong the Hcbrews, ALhaliah, the daughter of]czebcl, was a rare ruling queen . 
Roth were devotces o[ the ancient liJc-and-deaLh goddcss Asherah, and Alhaliah 
was regdTded as a name of the Goddess. ,:12 

Athena was Lhe patron goddess of Lindos, one of the early symbols in the 
Creek world of dle united power 01" fertile Jiclds and a peaeefül community. Are, a 
daughter of Eris, or chaos, was a minor goddess of lüHy who was banished from 
OlymplIs for her mischicf making. Her golden apple inseribed "to the fairest" ser 
olI"LheTrojan War. 

From this deseription it is apparent that boLh Eris and Ate were demonized by 
Lhe patriarehal peop1es from the steppes who füHowed the mau'iarehally-oriemed 
Pelasgians. Chaos and Lhe primeval snakewcre more positive figmesin the original 
ereation myth. I8

3 

Polynesian Counterparts 
We ba-ven't yet mentioned Oeeania's aneient goddess Atanea. This name 

resemhlcs Atana and Athena. She was the daughrer of Lhe high divinity Area, the 
rupreme sky morher in the Marquesas Jslands ofFreneh Polynesia. Aranea "created 
ihe sea aeeidemally when she misearried and lilled the boUows of the eanh wirb 
amniotic fluid. "[B4 

'i'9 Ralinesque, The Afnerican Nations, pp. 90. 166. Cf. Donald N. Yates and Teresa A. 
Yales, Cherokee DNA Stlldies U: More RealPeop!e Who Pro1jed lhe CeflelictJu Wrong 

(Loogmom: Panther's Lodge, 2021), p. 109. 


,80 Roben Graves, The Whüe Coddess: a lIislorica! Cramrnar ifPoeLic Myrlz (New York: 

Farrar, Strd.us and GirOlLx, 1966); Erich Neumano, The Cr-eal MOlITer: An Ana(y,J'iJ cf'tlle 

Afchelype, trans. by Ralph Manheim (Princeton: Princeton UP, 1972). 


,8, Barbara Alice Mann, NaLive Americans. Afchaeofogists. anti rhe JIIlountis (New York: 

Peter Lang, 2.(10), p. 232; cf. Goenner-Abendroth, Malriarcha!SocieLies, pp. 296-328. 

18> Pwicia Monagban, Th.e New Book ifCodde.ues andHeroines (St. Paul: Uewellyn, 

1998), p. 59,338. Cr. 2 Kings 8:26, n:1-3 etc. 

18

3 See Roben Graves, The Creek Myth,s (Folio, 1996), voL I, p. 35. 

1!4 Monaghan, pp. 58-59. 
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58. Atia war tIu: .rtoried meetingplare 0/godr andmen in AlMtrone.rian mytA It war 
auo the.rourr:e 0/war.r tIuudrove tIu:people into andacro.r.r thePacific. Illustration by 
RichardL. Thornton. 

ReveaJingly, the aneient homeland ofthe Polynesians to the west was a eountry 
calicd Atia. Later Spanish, Dutch and English navigators placed il in the region of 
the Moluccas in Indonesia, in WaJlacea.lt was rull ofhigh aJahastcr tcmplcs, games 
and gatherings. 

One temple was very spaeious, and was built a." a meeting place für gods and 
men; and here after dcath thc spirits of mc ancicnts foregathcrcd with thc 
gods. Here originated dilIcrcm kinds of sports, and games and kasts to thc 
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gods Rongo,' Tane,' Rua-nuku, Tu,' Tangaroa, and Tongaiti. Here were 
meeting-places for the great ehiefs of lhose days.... Vlfhen appointing rulers. 
and dcvising mea<;ures 10r thc good of lhe pcople. Here, [00, originated lhe 
wars that eaused lhe pcoplc [0 eIller and spread over the Pacifie. [85 

One could not wish for a better dcscription o[ Sundaland before its dovmfalJ! 

59. Perhop.r the o/.de.rtglobal.rymholoftheMother Codde.rs, andearlie.rtcommon 
depiction 0/ftmale mystery andsacredne.r.r, i.ra woman giving birth or emergence 
.rymhol.. note fingers our.rpreadinpain andsquaningposture. ,86Lefi: Hawaii, 
from.racred marae. Right: Ke/l.l1J.Cky. Redrawn byRichardL. Tlwnuon. 

As Heide Goeuner-Abendroth rcminds us in an "Introdueüon to MalriarehaJ 
Landseape Mytbology," the eonecpts and eharacleristics thal go with a 
geographical name are a<; importanl as its usage. Ncolithic socieües that beeame 
die first enduring residents 01" various places on earth did not imeracl \vith the 
[Opography in terms of jusl what was uscful lO lhem. They cstahlished their 
habitalions and fields not just where water, krtilc grolInd and resomees like Ilim 
and sall were [ouud. They regarded Eartb as a diyjne being, as a pr imal goddess. A 
eoneepl that the expression Mother Earth still (approximately) capturcs today. 
"Such a viewpoim of seeing the eanh as goddcss is fimdamentally opposed lO the 
pao'iarehal one. Indeed, palTiarchal socicries find gods 10r themsclves that havc [0 

do, by and large, with conquest and mastering, not with eonditions [or lhe crcation 
and maintcnanee o[ life, such as propagation, nourishmeot and proteetion, 
qualities ascribcd [0 the earth as morher by alJ living bcings. " 

Jß3 Johannes C. AndeTsen, Mytlu and Legends o/lhe Polynesians (Tokyo: Tunk, I9(9), 

pp. 216. 246,3'77-80 .436,429. 

JIl6 Agood resouree for the study ofroek art and cavc paintings around lhe world is the 

BTadshaw Foundation. Website: hrtps:l /\w,!w.bradshawfllUndatioll.eom/ . 
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So the "bold seala.rers" who first named, explored and mapped Ameriea ealled 
it by rhe name of a goddess, Atala. Ameriea was the land o[ the Goddess, its rivers 
and mOllntains were endowed with a saCI'Cd naUlre, nevcr to be disrespected. 

Aeeording to Diaz-Monrexando, thc ClIanehes of the Canaries derived their 
name from the Uskan langllage: Gu=we, Ana=brotherhood of dead souls and 
Elche=clan, pedigree. 

The Adanlic lsles were knmvn as the Hesperides, thc golden Sunset Lands, 
and Haiti was the Isle oftbe Blessed or FortunalC Islcs. Thc whole ofthe West was 
eoneeived of as the domieile ofhappy souls wbere bcing dead was tanlamount to 
etemal life. A paradise of earefree societies living amidsl plcnly wühollt slrik or 
warlare.ln thc Phoenician langu3.0O"C, the So·airs ofCibrailarwere known as Calpe, 
a "pa<;sage to the western paradise of the Mother." 

Matriarchies Melding 
Al firsl, lhc malTiarebal eullure of thc lberians and Berbers and Basques 

meldcd with the matriarehics 01" the American Indian tribes. Together they were 
called Atalans, Chjldren of lbe Goddess. America was named after a goddess. 

Other lands namcd al'tcr goddesses are Denmark (Dana), lreland (Eriu), 
Scolland (Scota), Libya (While Goddess, also called Ina) and Europe (Europa). 
Tbe lirst and most important was Atia, the motherland of Alistronesians, 
Mclanesians and Polynesians. 

The cCnlTaiity ofBasque or a Ba<;quc-like substrate language is lhe main thread 
in Jaeques R. Pauwels' Beneath the Dust olTime. The Indian nations eneounlered 
abolll 3,000 years later by the English were named Atzuli or Azilia Empire. That 
was a name in ehe Pclasgian or pre-Creek language tor the powerfuI Apalache 
kingdom.1t meanl, lileralIy, Childrell orthe Sun. Tbc sun, oreourse, wa<; Icmale, 
a hcavenly goddess, just as Atala was an earthly goddess. The Euchee even today 
havc a myth lhat teUs how tbey began as drops ofblood Ihlling from the Mother Sun. 

Tbe eircumstanee thal North America was discovered, cxplored and first 
senled by matriarehal people like tbe Basques, Berbers and Polynesians eanying 
ehe Goddess religion has far-reaehing ramifiearions. Tbc tael is important not only 
for the study ofplace-names inAmeriea bur irs arcbeology, anthropology, art and 
history. In shon, maLTiarehai ValllCS are the key LO cverything in America's pre­
Coilimbian pase. 

The Goddcss-religion was uniiied, universal and worldwide. There was only 
one Goddess. Study of the AT site in Taror HiIls in Arizona and eomparison with 
other burial plaees in the Ibcrian Peninsula and elsewhere in tbc Old World suggest 
as milch. lrs familiar form is from around 3000 to 2000 BCE, that is, the 
Chakholithie, or Copper Age, in Europe. 
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60. .Amerind Gene. Matches are mostly up anti down the Americar, wirh afew relmed 
populmion.r in the OM World Note Au.rtronesian matche.r in Polynesia, Madagarcar 
andPersian Cu!! (Swnerimu). 
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6,. Cochi.re Gene. Only a one-step mutation di.rtant from the.AmerindGene, the 
Cochi.re Gene !uM aUnost the same coverage, suggesting the!Wo haplotypes are relmed 
andhave thesame deep history. Note, agam, Au.rtronesian andAu.rtronesian­
influenced popularion.r such arMadagarcar, Egypt andZoque. 
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