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A Decipherment with Possibly Unthought-of Consequences 

Foreword by Dr. Horst Friedrich, Wörthsee, Germany 

It may seem rather daring to thc specialist in historical linguistics and prehistoric eivilizations wben 
somebody, to wit the author of these introductory remarks, who is "only" a generalist and a historian 
of the seienees, takes the risk to cornment on the possibly momentous consequences, for several 
branches of leaming, of Kurt Schildmann's rather scnsational decipherment of the Indus script as 
Sanskrit. Nevertheless I hopc I will not thereby lose any reputation I may have acquired for being a 
"sound scholar". I am confident of having acquired a certain competcnce to judge such matters, wbile 
not using sight ofthe complexities involved. 

So, after many unsuccessful attempts, the so far enigmatic script of the Indus civilization seems to 
have been deciphered at last. Thanks to Kurt Schildmann, a most remarkable non-Establishment 
scholar of great linguistic erudition, acquircd during an exeeptionally long life. Since, because of his 
great age, he is now no longer activ, it will be up to the relevant segmcnts of the "scientific 
community" (competent non-Establishment scholars of thc "Privatgelehrten" species included) to test 
Schildmann's results and, if found basically sound and valid, to proceed with incorporating these 
results into our "Weltbild" or general "paradigm" (in thc sensc of the great Thomas Kuhn) which, in 
the course of this process, will probably change bcyond recognition. 

What, thcn, is so sensational in Schildmann's deciphermcnt? It seems that Schildmann has dcfinitely 
been able to show (what hitherto only a small minority in the academic establishment has suspected) 
that the language, which had been written in the Indus script, has been a form of Sanskrit, the ancient 
sacred language of India. To understand what this means, one has to possess a certain knowledge 
about current theorics about the role of ancicnt India in tbe history of civilization. It would be a good 
thing if my readers would be able to proeure a copy of "In Scarch of the CradIe of Civilization" by 
Georg Feuerstein, Subhash Kak & David Frawley (Wheaton, USNMadras. India 1995), which should 
be readily available via our great public libraries or the Internet book trade. Although this book has 
been wTitten before the authors learned of Scbildmann' s deciphemlcnt, and before tbey were able to 
contact him, it will be of great help to understand the possible impact of Schildmann's publications. 

If we simpl)' put togethcr current mainstream opinions with Schildmann' s discovery, we would get a 
prehistoric un-"Aryan" Indus Civilization, using the "Indo-European" Sanskrit language. In such a 
scenario great doubts must arise about the true character of India's original civilization. Though the 
mainstream does publisb chronologies, we know nothing for surc about its age. The scholars of India 
and the West are at odds about this question. But, up to no\\, we have always been taugbt that the 
original civilization of India - with yoga, Shakti/Shiva and lingam worship - bad been an achievement 
of Dravidian peoples, which wcre visualizcd as of darker complexion, like the peoples of modem 
SOUthClll India. 

According to ethno-linguistic myth this culture, the remains of which were unearthed by our 
archaeologists as the "Indus Civilization", became the substratum whcn, later on, an "Aryan" 
superstratum superimposed itself on it. 111is allegcd "Aryan" (i.e. Indo-Eudopean) invasion, allegedly 
arriving by way of the northwestem mountain passes, was said to have been of far less sophisticated 
material and spiritual achicvemcnts than its predecessor. From this amalgamation of "races" Vedic 
India, as conventionally taught, was born. India's traditions themselves. though speaking of a remote 
past, know nothing of such an invasion. Traditional Indian scholars mostly think that Indo-European 
speaking "Aryans" and Dravidian-speakers have always lived side by side in India. 

In the light of Schildmann's decipherment it secms as if our whole current scenario on Ancient India ­
strictly speaking and from an epistemological point of view rather an incoberent heap of opinions, 
dogmas, and speculations - would have to be thrown overboard. A wbole edificc would collaps, and 
its collaps would bave far-reaching repercussions. That makes this discovef)l so sensationaL 



An un-"Aryah", Dravidian lndus civilization whieh, however, already used the Indo-European 
1"'.Hi!'\U"~"', would a parallel case to and Chadwick's discovery that with 

B script, aHegedly used by the Minoan civilization, already 
had 

lWUi:1U1L, by bis discovery, now ofthe puzzle India" an over 
the so to speak, and somebody will have to try and put them together again in a more coherent 
and convincing manner. I would not be too ifwc would to the conclusion that our 
current "Indo-European Scholasticism", and thc scenario taught by it, was totally "Tong, that we have 
become victims of I suspect our concepts of an Migration" 

towards India), an "Indo-European Motherland" and an "Indo-European ,and 
espeeially Race", belong to the of In the extremely 
critical work by Prodosh Aich, "Lügen mit langen Beinen", Oldenburg 2003, about the highly suspect 

amongst which "bouquet" of had been formulated 
18th 19th centuries.) 

Pprhl:ln" it should mentioned in passing that, after his deciphcrment ofthe lndus script, Scbildmann 
studied ancient inscnptlOllS Western Europe as weil as North- and South­
which can likewise read as a kind of proto-Sanskrit. This, too, will course 

to be verified by other independent scholars. found valid this could mean Ancient India 
may have played a in worldwide cultural diffusion on a the of India's 
maritime achievements in early times tbis would in my opinion not seem impossible. 

It is to be hoped that Scbildmann's most meritorious decipherment work will soon find 
it from the international establishment, not only 
his Iifetime. However this may come about, the author of introductory remarks 
that has able to be of some as co-editor of little-known journal 
publishing therein, beginning in 1994, Kurt Scbildmann's deciphering work 
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Kurt Schildmann, Linguist, rresidEnt SDL, 
Indus ·Script Deciphering ISO, 1994 ff. 

Fascicle/Chapter 1: 100 fictorial 8ilinguals , 
Fasc./Chapt.2: ~roto-Minduism (Vishnu/Uma) , 
Fasc./Chapt.3: Celestial Deifications • 

Authorls address: Mr. Kurt Schildmann, 
Weissdornweg 91, 0-53177 60nn, ~ermany 

This map shows the various sites of the Indus 
Culture Area. Copyright acknowledgment: ~ 

see t. Feuerstein et alii, 1995, right side ~. 

For some more details on the Indes Culture 
2nd on this w.ap which shows its area see : 

'eorg Feuerstein, Subhash Kak, and David 
Frawley : In Search of the Cradle of Civi­
lization, New Light on ~ncient India, 1995, 
ISBn 0-8356-0720-, Quest Books, Rheaton, 
111., U.S.A./ kdyar, Madras, India 
[T~n J f.O.Box 270, ~heaton Il 60189-0270) 
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Thesaurus of 2000 deciphered Indus Texts 

In the course of almost a century, about 4000 seals and prints of seals, including grafitti etc. have been 
unearthed in the North-West of the Indian Subcontinent, of which about 50% are in a desolate state. 
Thanks to Asko Parpola, Helsinki, the bulk of the material has been published, volume I covering the 
collections preserved in Indian volume 11 those stored in Pakistan. 

In 1994/95, in few month, ca. 2000 less defective te)':ts have been decipbered, based initially on 
pictorial bilinguals, mainly 400 copper tablets. Pictures of animals with a legend proved that the name 
of the depicted animal was contained in the legend. All these animal names were Sanskrit, and 
likewise the entire legend. 

It came to light that the major part of all texts were written by means of phonetic signs, mostly open 
syllabies, vocalically rendering -a, -u, -i . Syllables ending in -a renderedlmarked by one or two 
strokes, those ending with -u had 3 strokes and those ending with -i had 4 strokes. See the relative 
Table A. 

The meaning of pictograms \'vas usually transparent. A number of them is, like Sumerian graphs, 
turned by 90 degrees, e.g. anga 'body', or carana 'moving, walking ', or labana 'salt' == 'a vessel filled 
with sea water' . 

Logograms were understandable out of the context. All te:x.1s were held or composed in telegram-style. 
The texts contain statements and mlings concerning an entire civilization. 

Strangely enough, no personal names excepting the emperor: Räma, the bowbreaker. About 50 texts 
do refer to him and do praise his performances. 

It follows that all these Indus texts do revive a lot of rationallndia. One town name (that of 
KuberaiAlake) is mentioned: the ore of Alaka has gone. Some 10 te:x.1s refer to the 'Three river-Indus­
Delta and its primitive inhabitants called Nobodies == An-angas'. 

All aspects dealt with in the 2000 deciphered Indus texts are being studied in about 200 Index-pages, 
in some cases in great detail (lQ-Text-pages, the Planers-pages, Warfare-pages etc.). Here now a short 
over all picture availing Indic mythology . 

A sequence of three heroic Rämas mied the world, at intervals of perhaps 10.000 years. They were 
supported by the Highes (== Pyrarnid picture), that is the Universal Spirit (see lQ-Text-pages in the 
Index), and by divine Vimana Inrnates partly stationed on the earthly Moon, according to Burrows 
Cave texts. 

To give these Rämas a popular acceptable, glorious appearance they were said to represent the World 
Giant, whose head is the celestial vault and whose body is the globe, circumnavigable as being girdled 
by the ocean. The World Giant myth is globally spread (Ymir in Old Europe, Pankow in China, Pmsha 
in India). 
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S T U DIE N G E M EIN S C H A F T D E U T S C HER L I N G U IST E N E. V. 
SDL 

SITZ : BONN 

DOROTHEENSTRASSE 54 

Postanschrift: SOL-Sekretariat, Weissdornweg 91, 0-5300 Bon n 2, Tel. 0228 - 32 51 32, SCHILOMANN 

DER 	PRÄSI DENT Bon 	n, den 24. Dezeelber 1983 

For a better 	understanding some abbreviations need explication, and other guidanc e will be useful / 

Zum Verständnis der spraeh- und kulturgeschichtlichen Mitteilungen zum West-Afro-Asiatischen und Indo-Europä­
ischen Beobachtungsraul ist die Bedeutung einiger Abkürzungen erheblich: 

HGS 	 Historische Grammatik des Sumerischen, HGS Historieal Grammar of SUlerian, 
Bonn 1964 ff. (SOL, AES-L 11 ) Bonn 1964 ff. (SOL, AES-L 11 ) 

2 NoFo 	 Normalisierte Formen (entweder 'Highland' oder NoFo Normalized Forms (either Highland or 
'Lowland' • Mesopotamien) Lowland • Mesopotamia) 
des Proto-Sumerischen/ SW-Iranischen, of proto-Sulerian / SW-Iranian, 
4.000 	aC und früher 4,000 	aC and earlier 

3 SAGS SAGS 

Sumerian and Akkadian Generative Scriptology / General Sign-List, Xerox-copies, 1982 ff. (Schildmann) 

accepting the order of graphemes as followed by Oeimel SL, and Borger 1971 and 1981 


4 SED 	 Sumerian Etymological Oictionary, constantly improved under a system of processing that makes, 
by means of Xerox-multiplication, simultaneous lexicographic treatment possible of all ancient or old 
languages etymologically involved (Hurrite, Elamite, Pyramid Old Egyptian, Akkadian, Hebrew, Arabic, 
Ugaritic, Eblaic, Phenieian, Ethiopian, Sanskrit, Avestan, Old and Middle and New Persian, Kurdish, 
Indo-European, Greek, Latin, Slavic, Armenian, German and Englishj Turkish and Turkie, Hungarian) 

5 NoFo Oictionary, Sanskrit Etymological Dictionary etc. = by-products of SEO, quod vide • 

6 AHw 	 vSoden's Akkadisehes Handwörterbuch, three volumes but through-paginated (p1 - p1592), I • 1965, 
E 	 E11 1972, 111 1981, Wiesbaden; the Sumerian LL-(. Lexical Lists)-referenees in many of the studies 

of lexical items in it make the AHw to the presently handiest and on the whole reliable key to 
'Akkad and Sumer' as to their lexieal appearance, inter-action and developments. 

7 Mayrh. I, II, III Nanfred MAYRHOFER Kurzgefasstes etymologisches Wörterbuch des Altindischenc 

/ A Coneise Etymological Sanskrit Dietionary, I 1956, 11 c 1963, 111 = 1976 Heidelberg, quotedc 

I 11 111 sinee not through-paginated, is excellent since it processes Iranian languages too, 
in spite of certain critics. 

8 MSL 	 ~laterialien zum SUDlerischen Lexikon, now: Materials for the Sumerian Lexicon (of which I am also a 

subscriber) started (vol. 1) 1937 excellent, venturing always translations into German, later into 

English, slowly stopped to do so, thus helping to isolate Assyriology from all other Branches of the 

Science of Language (although augmenting the space left blank between columns and lines and paragraphs ••• ). 

Vol. 1~ (19 ·8~) is the last that my librarian (Kaufmanns Buchhandl ung 80nn) could obtain; I will try 

to get copies of mine as far as the remainder is eoneerned. April 1982: Vol.15: still not aV2ilable. 


9 SL 	 Geimel' s immortal Sumerisches Lexikon, 4 vol. (Roma 1928-1933), the Basis of Borger 1971 t 1981 (= 19812 


ABZ2 ~ Assyrisch-babylonische Zeichenliste) and of my SAGS (see 3 above) as to sequence of graphs. 


10 SGr Oeimel's Sumerische Grammatik 19392 . : Anton Oeimel's volumes are here 
11 SAHLw a Sumerische Akkadische und Hethitische Lautwerte 19473 : all earmarked by the characteristic 

, • S f "S . h"12 	 SAGlo· Sumerisclj-Akkadisches Glossar 1934 - 0 uillenscI 

13 	 The abbreviatiofts .as current in INT~NATIONAL linguistics, Assyriology, Egyptology ete. are accepted as listed 
in outstanding standard works, oceasionally re-explained to make ~y submissions a bit more readable, or replaced, 
if applicable, by the name of the author plus year of publieation, or by a combination, e.g• . vSoden GAG (his 
Grundriss der Akkadiscoen Grammatik) • 80th, deeiphering of the communicatior.s of Modern Scienee and cf toe Texts, 
Tales and Lexieal Treasures left behind by Arch2ic Civilizations, are essential for 'survival in our ti11!e. 
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28 Die EnL--ijJerung der Indusscbrift -- ­

A-Z 	~ 00 : Nahezu alles Disher. EIS-Schr~fttuo Jelanglos 
Barthel, Pror.Qr. Thomas S.,ssndte ~~ mit Sch~.v.9.6.36 ei­

nen Sonderdruck aus TRIBUS 33, 19B4 ZUI Thema Indo-Mexika­
nistik zu. Barthels deutsche Hamen der Industiere von Seite 
7B übernehme ich. Kopie seiner Tierliste siehe EIS p.4 

CopTab (1)-(38) : Parpolals Tierliste (von Copper Tablets), 
siehe Abb. 2 und 3, ist die Basis von EIS. 

HSS. Kurt Schildmann, 1964, 1967, 1970, Historical lirammer 
of Sumerian, First 3 Fascicles; 1994: Selected H~)-abstracts 
220 pp, Kaufmanns Buchhandlg. Q-53129 BODn, ,lloys-Schulte­
Str.2; ~achweis der Iranizität des Sumerischen; zu 30-jäh­
riger Lethargie beim Establishment siehe unten: Knorozov. 

Jansen, Michael, 19B6, gie Indus-Zivilisation (M.J. ist Archä­
ologe, bringt S.210 Raols bgd-Liste, Indus/Altsemitisch) 

Kalyanaraman, 1969, Aryatarangini, The Saga of the Indo­
Aryans, 500 pp., sDricht über Historiker/Altorientalisten 

Knorozov, Yurii V., 

1976, p55-59 u.97-1D7, für EIS be. 

langlos; seine Initialzündung 
zum Kaya-Syllabar fand erst 
durch Coe 19S? mit 30-jähr. 
Verspätung volle Ehrer • H&S 

L/R-, R/L-läufige Schrift 
~oFo • ~orcalisierte FOr3(en) 
Paroola, Asko, 1975, in JRAS No.2 

(. Journal oi the Royal Asia­
tic Society) p170-209, Indus 
Script, siehe CcpTao oben . 

Raa, 	 S.R.1973, Lothal, 8o:abay,
p170-213,seine Schrifttafel 
Indus/Altsemit, l-n ist in 
EIS Seite 3 kopiert. 

SchildGann, Kurt, s. HIiS oben 
Z/Z. Arlene R.K.ZIDE/ Kal:il V. 

ZVEUBR, 1976 Mouton, The 
Soviei Decipherment of the 
Indus Valley Script, Trans-
loh". "d ,,,ti,,,_m 'po 
Slene Knorozov oben. 
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Meine Entzifferung der Indusschriftf (11)0) :. 
, (1 . 

§1 	 .~1II 2.B.94, 20.00 Uhr betrach- . '-' ~ 
tete ich zufällig die Seite, (~'7) C) 

234 von Jansen 1986: das Pasu- ~ 

pati-Siegel - Herr der Tiere 

(siehe Abb.1). Ich testete (13) ~ 

einmal Sanskrit lAlle-Tiere- :;..... 

Herr I, L/R-läufig lesend, vi- . 

. s-va lallei, 'tf R. >::tP," 

warf dann einen Blick auf ~
/.) 	ffiit 
Raols bgd-Tafel, und sah, Pos. \:1'tJ \ . 

Z1 s (Indus 'Fischi) ~ 

deckt sich mit Griech. sig~, 

Sei. saoekh, • Fisch, für s. (15:) · 

9ann wußte ich bald, daß die ~ .!J 

Indusleuü für visva euphonisch 

vi-h-va schrieben/sorachen, (iL) 

lrit Stütz- oder Gleitvokal -i-. \~ 


i-lischwesen 
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Elefant 
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(Eber ?) 
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Ut.~~~ 

(6ott der Jagd)· 

~ f/, (f) ~ 

~ Im 
Tiger 

~ C») UUI 
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_ A . 
Von der I Tierlish I 
(1) 	 bis (38) erscheintoe hier (1) bis (16); dar 

Rest u.seitig (. Abb. 3). 
Aus ca. 400 CopperTabl.~s 
hat Asko Parpola 1~75 SlS 
zusalDlIllngetragen, .lt den 

verschiedenen legenden, LB. 
~ '1'm '1~F\V/" <tY bei (8) Stier vier. 
(Kalb].111 / U~..J.J( 

http:Sch~.v.9.6.36


Kurt Schildmann 
14.04.1997 Bonn Indus Script Deciphering /ISD Th V d 

. d ' B t' See asHote that on this page W1S om S eau y s on The Embryo Glyph 
is phonetically split dasa 't~n' '" aar-Va 

to serve in rebus: Mystlf2catlon 'the RUardian dO 
e 

"Indien, daa.: Land: der Veden bezw. Vedas M-11B1 ~89.1 Wisdoa's and beauty's son, Comment 06.04.00
Über ihr Alter wird gestritten. 

The horned deity in Yogi-posture is probably another 
Nun finden sich in den 2000 entzifferten pid ure of Vishnu;. "Indeed, as he is the Lord of the globe
Indus-Texten die Veden betreffende Ver­ (. Tri-LokaJ, h~ must be thes~n ~f t~eSuprele Geity, 
merke. Typisch für Hochkultur: in the Universal Spirit. According to the Pasu-Pati-Seal, 
SchlagwOrtform. Und zwar 3-mal als he is the Lord of all ·im~ovable and ·movable things/be­
vai-daausgeschrieben, und 2-mal kry~ ings. Here he is ~dom's and beauty'S son. In some 
tisch versteckt von puzzle-bewanderten texts, it is said that beauty is the ; goal: of creaUon .. 
Schreibern. Arock inscription on the Canary Isl~nd states that wisdo~ 

is the sält of 1ife. On the other hand, wisdom is sharpEinmal erscheint vai-da 'Wissen' that means powerful.
in einem Post-Indus-Text : 

Es ist Text VII-95, eine Felsinschrift) copper tablet Plcture · 
gefunden durch Prof. Pichler auf Fuerte· lIith 1egend r "i, & 
ventura, einer der östlichen Kana:ri­ + Parpola, A. 1975 p198, Line (30)
schenlnseln; hier der Text: 

~ 22.12.94 
vai-da ka-as la-u asu-as ­ ~ .r.~U4"/,;1 KSchi 
Wissen welches (ist) Salz des Lebens. 

(30) . t " u sar-va av~ a aJaMan denke auch an das Anagramm in . 
dem Text Burrows Cave Lllinois/USA) oh (the shepherd's) dog (fer)
VII-3, der da lautet: sheep and goats 

oh, (des Hirten) Hund (fü~si-ra vi ala-pa an-artha ­
Kopf ohne Sprachgewalt (ist von) Nach­ Schafe und Ziegen / ~ J 

sar-va ~ Avest. haurva 'guardian,teil. Die Indus- und Post-Indus-Texte and Old Latin serves 'idem' 
sind älter als 3000 aC. Sanskrit-Engl.Dict.A.A.Macdonell 1893: 

p47-a: u 'oh' interJ.; aarvi 'guardian' lost in Skt.Anders dagegen die Indischen Veden. but retained5,s hlucv, in AV'1tan; p30-c: avi 'sheep'
Sie mögen 2000 Jahre mündlich über­ 3 >< {;',) P -I: IJI f. 'goat; reverse: in-tl 'dog 

(») urgltlg'.liefert worden sein, bevor sie (viel­
leicht um 500 aC) schriftlich fixiert *8.6, . Parpola 1975 p198 Line JU (iuaroian gog, Ob.04.uu 
wurden. 

This pictorial bilingual (copper tablet) deserves lore 
Verglichen mit den wenigen, zumeist aHen tion. The dog 15 called sara_va/sar-va, a ter. that 
planetarischen Quasi-Deifizierungen has got lost in Sanskrit. It is IE servos '~uardien) ser­
der z.T. langen j~EOßt-Indus-Texte vant'. The word survived in Avesta (NW-Iranian) in small 
sind die 'klassischen '- indischen cattle breeding context, as haurva-. It reappears in 
Veden und sonstigen Überlieferungen Sumerian ur 'dog' and ur 'servant, slave', just 
überaus phanteastisch ausgebaut. like in Old Latin (Meillet), Sumo prefor~ being haura. 
Ein Grund, dass im heutigen Indien Latin servus is in Austria and Souhern Germany a salu­
die meh~eren 1000 Indus- und Post­ tation term ("I am your servant A). 
Indus-Texte (weil viel zu nüc~te~n 

The copper tablet's text, retranskribet into IE, soundsund realistisch) keine :F~undlichk:eit 
oh serwo-owi-et-a~o_*kwel • Oh guardian-dog of sheepfinden können. Auch ist die indisch~ 
and goat flocks. Tne Indus-aja-go~t_glyph has a kar <lGelehrtenschaft linguistisch und0pa­
Infixed. The meaning is presumably 'flockt. ~~läographisch unvorbereitet für eine 

Würdigung des Entzifferungswerkes. It takes sometimes years to find out how a glyph originated. 
I mean here the avi-sheep_glyph. Without the four i-dia­Kryptographie: Text 2 (~ 14-890) hat 
critical strokes the glyph denotes ava. Its strangea~rava 'Tränen'; in Rebus -'unberühmt' 
shape finds an explanation in seeing an embryo {also posture(bedeutet: wird geheim gehalten). 
of corpses as buried in numerous culuresl. It must be of 

Text ~ (- 14-938): *vai-dalla - 'weh: 10' IE origins. Recall Latin ovum, IE owo- Jegg, *e~bryo'. 
bzw. in Rebus: vai_da ~a ~ 'Wissen ist Aclever scribe took this naturalistic embryo-picture as 
scharf/steil'; demgemäß Text 4: vai-da basis, by adding the 4 - i -strokes, to denote Sanskrit avi 
ea vä *aSu-pa(-na) - 'Wissen ist steil (LaHn ovi-) 'sheep' and Skt. avi 'pain'. 
wie ein Leiter' (hier werden" die"' 2 
Hörner - ),4 des Bocks korrekt als -pa­ A secret second reading of the above Indus text is : 
mitgelesen, ein Verfahren, das auch u sar-va avi at a.ja kara. Oh, all (is) pain and 
sonst genutzt wird. ;) the unborn's work (. God, not born by woman). 

http:Ob.04.uu
http:22.12.94
http:06.04.00


The VedasProtö-Hinduism , Vedic 

The 5 Texts below do confirm vai-da­
~hat the Vedas were well-kno~n to 
the scribes of the Indus Civilization Addendum as of ~'arch 12, 2000 : 

knowledge sharp 
scharfe Weisheit 

Maed.1B93: p29B-b:~veda 'knavledge' 
r.312-c: ~~ '~h~rpen, s~arp'i (the /
ciraph nr. 10 IS used In reous) 

M-1181 (p138, Corpus 2; MohenJ *89·1 
2.03.95 KSchiU(( --52- y)~

a , - , 
v ~a sri su-ta 

knowledge-beauty'S 
son / VIissens­
Schönheits Sohn 
~lmost a pictorial bilingual: 
lhe fa~ous yogi picture, trans­
lated: a son of beauty • visdo= 
Sanskri t-Engl.Dic t.Kacdonell: 1 ;~!2!p282-c: vid-, veda Iknow etc. 

suH 11. Isoni.p321-b: ~rl f. 'beauty'; p352-b: 

Mohenjo Daro)M-890 (p84, Corpus 2, 
*15 1 .6 ,'" ,, ' 

d> .c=-Lt«( UI1 ~ 13.5.95 6 1 
a, d - ,n l. t-um~D(,v 1- a ra-V1 aörava 

Veda/knowledge (makes) crying,tears 

Veda/Wissen (macht) Weinen,Tränen 


M-97 1 (p94, 

V ~lfY 
vi -da ,s 'ava 

knowledge is 
like a flower 

A.A.Hacd.1893: ·p29B-c: veda Q. 
'knovledge ' (da§a 110 1 in rebus 

p312-c: S3 'sharpen, sharp' 

Corpus 2, 
p354-a: suma 
nt. I flover ' 
su-ma 

sharp 

~fter deciphering the Indus Script I deci­
phered also post-Indus-Texts found in America (Cuenca 

Ecuador, Burrows Cave Illinois), graphically akin, also 
in Sanskrit. The term Skt. veda/vaida reappears, also 

thp. synonyms k~vi anrl m~zdha (latGr medha) I lIise l • 

Burrows VII-95 I Rock *262.3 
Fuert9ventura 02.04·1999 

Double, on rock, Prof. Pichler 
from left to right Fufertaventura,one 

'\ I {( R . 0 the tastern 
V /- 'I.. II ~ 11J Canary Islands 

vai-da ka-as la-u asu-as 

wisdom which (is) salt of life 


Rpck inscription, after Hans J. Andersen 1993, IHAGO 
MUNaI ~, Studienreihe des Kult-Jr-Instituts e.V., 
155 pp, Pulsar Verlag, 55442 ~armsroth ~ermany. p76: 
Felsinschri f-le,ntdeckt von Prof. l/erner Picnler 

,- ~ A.A.Macdonell 1893, London: 
~ (, ," ;' rIV p298-b: 'Ieda/ vaida Iknvt 'I,dge I ; 

,. V./ 1\. I p70-c: kas/ka~ lI/ho; I/hat, I/hic 
, v '\ ~. p26i-c: lavana Isalti;
\( 5 I ( \ \ \ r>-/ p35-a : asu Ilife, breath l ; 

Fra";; (Glozel), Portugal (Alvao), Canary Isländs do have 
texts written in Burrolls Cave Script and Sanskrit. 
The above Fuerteventura Rock Text is written twice, 
a second line below the upper one. Skt. lavana Isal~'

is shortened to la-u 

Burrows Cave VII-21 *228.3-b 

Boar = Expanse-Killer 03.11.1998 


The legend of the boar-scene VII-21 : 

o k+ vJ +< A 

400/399 si ,,'." vi-da si-na-ca 
[ndra/Jupite; destroyer, wise and (globe-)bathing 

'Y rr rO D J+ 
mu as_phaya pi-nau 400/399 as-si 

stopping the swell of exuberance, Jupiter, you are (doing) 
A.A.Macdonell 1893 London: p45-c: Indra, Chief of the godi 
(Vedic) and • planet Jupiter; p78-a: ksi- 'destroy'; 
p2B2-c: vida 'knowing, wise l ; p366-c: s~ä- 'bathe, ·swim'; 
p90-a: -ca (enclitic) and, cf. IE _kwe, Latin -que; 
p232: ~Ü- 'close, bind, stop'; p368: sphaya- 'swelling ' ; 
p162: pinv-, pinav- Icause to abound, overflow'; p33-c: 
as- Ito bel, asmi'Ii~m', asi 'thou art l , asti Ihe is l• 

]urrows Cave VII-17 
Skipp er of Ind:-apura 
line 1-3 

1) \/n. , ~O 0 t) r 
Vl-ra dal qua, ~PLENCOUR, ay, 
Rero, 'od, 400, splendour, ~y, . 
>< 0 0:: h 3) ,..:x + a 
nau-kar nau 400 ra' ta-si , ~ i~la 400 PIT~-ta INDU 

captain ship JU•.eause pt voe-2Y JupJATHtR Moon 

A.A.Macdonell 1893 Londen: p293-c: vlra 'he~o, god'; 
~p12~-c: daiva/deva 'god ' ; 400/399 days • synod.Jup.-year; 
p59-a: ai lohl; p262-c: vid- Ite knov ' ; p218-c:-Ra Ilyl; 
p228-c: aila/misra Ijoining'; p14B-c: nau f. Iship', and 
Aryan nau-kar Icaptain l ; p252-b: ra 'give, ·cause l ;, 
p105-a: tasya, JE tosyo 'ef the/NR; des ' ; pZ27-b: Val woe; 
p162-b: pitr/pitri/pita 'father'; p45-c: indu I~eonl. 

226.1-a 
30. iO.1998 

V) -f. (11 
vi-da-aa mi-ra 
vi~-lIine joining 

a Y ~ 0 .~ X 9 

A.AJ\acdonell 1893 London Skt_El~~,Qj.~ 
p298-b: veda =. 'kno~l~dQe ~ I'

ritual lore, sacred knOwled I· 
p254-c: ravin ady, 'erying ' ; . 
p33-a: asrava I tears/T ränen I ~ 

m.pl.'s2cred know­
ledge~ 
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Chaper 3: Celestial Deifications 

Reliability of Documents ~ (1)-(2) 
Indus Culture: Man/Woma~ ~ A (3) 
Universal Spirit/Brahma A = .Lt$ (4) 

3 times 33 = 99 Gods/Ele~ents 
Cosmological Visions: Gous and Demons 

Celestial Bodies later Deified 
List of their Glyphs (5)-(6) 

Indus Message in Paleo-Ame~ica (7)-(8) 

Sun / Eye • a - k ~ i I .. ( 9 ) 

Sun ra-vi I' i! , svar 0 (10) - ( 12 ) 
SU!l ura-svar go ' a-sva~ iO (15) 

Sun svar 0 } locana 0- (1<1) 
Sun svar in rebus (15)-(16) 

Sun meaning' day' = aha 0 (17) -( 18) 
Sun = days in numbers only (19)-(20) 

Sun-se ·t.~ West- ..@ svar-!lat (21)-(23) 
Sun away = Night/Dream (24)-(26) 

ni-si -?'ß~" ksa-na 0 ) 
ra-at9.-r i 11 ~ 1111) ~i-~a ~1%' 

Sun's Year, 3 times 120 (27)-(31) 
3 seasons tri..z-sarada y,y." 

Sun's Leap-Year / Intercalation 
3 x 365 + 366 = 1461 days (32) 

Moon I-VII, Introduction (33) 
Moon I: Night-Light, INDLT (33)-(36) 

vi-dhu-sa 11 r:p LU , sa-Uma ~ (j) 
Moon 11 : Rare-Star, Rabbit-Star 
sa-sin ~.Q-., sa(-sa) Jt (37)-(38) 

Moon 111 : Lagging behinc, (39)-(52) 
Symbol of Delay, ~ INDU, 100 texts 

Moön IV: as a Femal Deity (53)-(54) 
Mistress Gl1- pa t-ni 
Queen '11- . == L ra-ni, 

lll 
-

2Mother /> 11 1) e ma-tri 1 , e"r mä-tri

Moon V: :=: 'Month', (.J\ € Ita (55)-(56) 
~ I ma-as, ~ + ma-s (i) 

Moon VI: Crescent ~ ) i~ (57)-(58) 
Waning ~ C mi , 2 Ho~ns; (") 

Moon VII: .Soma.! jt@ sa-Uma (59) - (60) 
sa-*u-ma 1; {'( . , . sa-vi-rr.a L0 V J:. 

Mercury: Budha I r><t ) P><J (61) - (66) 
with 2 biches/vixens, burr.i~g tail 

Venus : Lady KAVI ~ 4> , k;a-vi W-lf 
Inner Planet n2 ;>4'1, 8-~a]ed (67) 

Venus :Motte~Venus_€~ rr.a-t~i2 KAVI 
Lady Star ~ stri ISHT~~ (68)-(71) 

Venus Mistress ill4- pa:-r.i _(72) 

and :=: '8' *a-si-ta l as:a S1TA "':
'S):- 7X< • r ,,, 

Venus Earth and Venus (73) 
a numerological alliance 

pentagramma veneris I 292b 

Venus in paleo-American Texts (74) 
KAVI (>4 ,mother Venus 

~'+" t><t mä-tri 2 llVI 
(75) ";Mars : Outer Planet n1 '() 

meandering / going to 9.nd fra 

Mars :=: SKAN ~, basic n9 ~ (76) 
saina ~ 9-nyed ~~~ 

'. f 11 

Jupiter:=: BRHASPATI/INDRA 0 (77) 
and DYAU-PITAR 

Jupiter : Outer Planet n2 "() (78) 

Star of /// 111 ~
7 ~, 111 ~ 

Jupiter : Invoked by Dicecasting 

1 + 6/2 + 5/3 -+- 4/ 777, 7-7-7 (79) 


Jupiter Invoked by taking the Oath 
(5) + 2 Fingers e~ected (~O) 

SR.turn : Outer Plar.et n3 "'0 (81) 

Jupiter 399 + Sarurn 378 = 777 


Saturn : The Slowly One = sani (82) 

sa Syllable '*; sani ~ 


Saturn : Collecting Souls (83)-(84) 
soul: ätman-, mana- ~ 

Saturn Funeral/No Funeral 
but no burials (River) (85)-(86) 

(Saturn) : death ULÜKÄ ~ (87)

Owl/ULfiKÄ as Symbol for Death 


(Saturn) : The Spaceship-Myth (88) 

= Owl, spreading Death 


(Saturn) : The recurring Phrase 

'the known rapid death' (89) 


(Saturn) : No post-mortal life 

thus acute fear of death (90) 


(Saturn) :Security within the Cla~) 


sharing the Clan's Fate (9 1) 


(Saturn) : Sanskrit speaking 

dangerous 'white' Neighbours (92) 


(Saturn) : Mixing unavoidable (93) 
entailing decay of the Em!lire 

(Saturn) : Divine Bastards (94)-(96) 
Planet Saturn: Final Remarks 

Chapter 3: Deifications, Survey ( ) 
T h eIn t ~ r val 97 

Deification of the *99 Chemical (oa) 
~le~ents = 33 + 33 + 33 Gods / 

cf. page (3) of t~is Cr.a~te~ 



Kurt Schildmann Indus Script Deciphering ISD
26.02.1997 Bonn moving 

not movingIt is established that the Indo-Aryans 'suffix' (or
divided the world into moving and not­ cara- t><

rather a classifier/moving phenomena. This reminds us of a-cara- I.t><' 
determinative) kur-ra. a-cala­the modern division into organic and 
This is of course theanorganic, or biological and chemical carana ~ 
Sumerian (Lowland) wayphenomena. I think that the so-called 
to articulate what in Sanskrit isIndus Culture *Pa~u-Pati Seal of the 
pronounced cara-= 'animal' andNational Museum, Delhi, shows us God 'moving'.

Vishnu as the ruler, or rather creator, 
Indo-European (= IE) kWe became(Indus kar-tri I\."t I\M ) of a11 
in proto-Aryan ke (later in Sum.­things not-moving and moving, that i8 
Highl. ka, Lowld. ku ), but invi-§i-va.a-cala-carana PATI, according 
common Indo-Iranian ke via teeto my decipherment of the seal's legend. 
became tsa ca. The archaicity 

Trees and plants, in Sanskrit, are of Sumerian is thus attested. 
classified as not-moving (a-cara- or 

The Sum.-Lowld. graph ~366 KURa-cala-). This applies to mountains 
had a Highld. reading tar"which as weIl (= a-cara-, a-cala-). The Indo­
denotes Indo-Iran. t~ara/car~~ ' Aryan way of thinkine pervaded the An~ 
'moving'o However, the main mean­cient World, cf. Semitic-Arabic (wjth 
ine of n366 was Lowld. KUR 'moun­initial parasitic h-) h.a-gar 'stone' 
tain' • It is clear KUR was origi­from proto-Iranian a-kara- 'not mov­
nally Sum.-Lowld. *u-~ra-, Highl.ing', or Turkic a-gats 'tree' from 
*a-kara- 'not-moving', equallingAryan a-gati- 'no movement'. 
Skt. a-cara- 'mountain'. 


The so-called 'Sumerologists' are un­

By the way, the HGS-extract belowable to explain why animal names in 
~hows the. Sum. ~ q,.o alike Indus tI'ASumerian (Lowland-Dialect) do have a 
bothgraphs depicting 'mountain'. 

Here an extract from my 
HGS / Historical Grammar of Sumerian, Section SAGS /Sumero-Akkadian GeneTa­
tive Scriptology in which the Sum.Lexicon's descent from SW-ITan. is proved. 

'Tha Unc~an&eable-one, this direction n366
of lDiuu. bEI it he ",entiollS with praise.. 

f:rYHOLOGICAL NEWS frolll aboal'd the S/Y P05, 3~This sounds rather like a prayer of 
1::rYMON, Eastern Kedit~I'raIl., 13-9-1938~ %',)' plaJlet and Coddess Ish tar/lnanua/AIl<J.­
~xtract from SAGS 1988 (~Bor~cr 1981) W hita (anna af,ita = 'Motho)r-Ei ..ht') A, +0 do!3r 'I ~/Ii .13.09.19eß directed to Göd A] caighty (T~ch<J.Ilc;e­ iion c>t- (lirrO"L·" 

pos.~; Sumo kur-ku, kur-kur etc. 
n36G ~ KUR o~ 'mOunt.aill' = lWDov!l.ble 

able One) to laud/to mention with a ;" 8~l"j'rJn;c- ik" 
I;~f' 51; 

'to praiso', cf. Skt. car-cr- 'id.' priUse her (rem «I'kabl e) course/patl-L, /-ha r fl,t I';;)j 11.1
An Cih:t"a > 

namely her ",onderful trajcct lasting 1" D~ f/~nrr- V"n ..R. (j, r:.en~ Professor Äke W. S jöberg. Philadelphia. 82 83 iJ J C(;a to b L' I ~ 
-{%3 CU ~ 8 + + = 8 + 64 • 512 = 584 days, 

y'" 1.1 ; >- f" ~ :;: 8discussed in Festschrlft Land~berger 1965P"r./ic., " ~ the synodic ye:ar 01' Venus. venersted V.K Il/ ~ 5',",1 .:. f;p 1(,0/ p69-70 tho Sumo word kur - k u ~n by all clvilizations in all cOlltillents. jiJ."'t VIII r.rror5mrc, : its Me.aning 'praise/rühmen' and brings 

CO(flpt>unJ a passage from ULT VI Nr 13 Rs 1-2 = Nr AnnO. jlsita (= Aryan) is IE Anna uIi.ito - i- J ra IlJr 11r-' l~ 


cF "';'1' (U'­14 Vs 1-2 = PES X 4 Hr 9 Rs (Illallna /oKt'o ' 'c,lght', Lat. octo <:tc., as ä co/"- :r.,r 110 ;) = 
211-25 
-t- raf-l;{, in OPers. Pahlavi J1::h...v~/ ~.l·C'd-~-V ru ption precerved andund Epi!;.' 50-51 = 109-110);Paß. -(0 C(.J" a. 91i:Jr- l;t"'­AnäJiita 'Pl=et Venus', .Sum. IHnuizn,: h:\­ kur-re in-ti-mu h~-ku-ku (Var. -ku-kur) fro~ anahidi ctc. -ILvrc'n !l C:l.>I1­

'JI'~~,I' ) foncrllr~ . 

11,"i t~t "Das Bergland ..öge meinen l'/ee (rüJ..a.men)" It is allnost a volume what I have ~'rit- 01.:''''-0 7(>~""j1~·' 

GWdoi'» Thls passage is Lowland SUlllerian. The ten on Venus. 7' .Itldv -l~a"'~II. 
's, 1(' ,4 -"l.fitu.. OlIH" , _ I'D eH> 
cf. u(/( ~r - {'7 
r true meaning could be a matter of true ;r Other elelllents of thi6 'praycr' need no 

w:';:: '-he: ('vor".
etymology i kur 'mountain ' is cer- c:omments here; re f erence i::; ,nade for;

{"li' ~Dn­ -K'r~ is""rjull 
rlpc ,t1otfr. tainly HoFo-Lowlti, '::-k~r3- Hit;hld. -e from -ab to HGS § 256-A , = -5t -, cf' 
Krnt- ""ai il.-t~ara_, Sl<t. a-cala-, a-cara- 'mount- in- (= NPers,) 'this' = ilJJ3. 011,0 Pos.Q Jf<t, (.,tn-'~
nDr (J,J</~ rf ain' = 'imruovable'; from n366 1'os.16 ti 'path' n73 Poa.;>Q , Hfrr>. 'h" ~;'r- ' 
~ .. Io"r (kur-ra) we know (sec ~)72, ~279. %4) (.0 -mu 'my' n61 pos.2~


fJ;lk'9, 11.;; :2 -C).)jf.:i J CU Cl
that Lowld. -.!!.k~Ta- 'l11,mov"ble' 11; a he- 'be it' L41t. silot/sliit, nll,) Pos.9,974 D 

raldu.v;) lf", 
 'sufflx' for plnnt/trees. und -k~ra- · ku-ku' prai!:e', diocucscd above. Wand~"w(.'r r, 


J(nD.vf {pI7}: '~ovable' is a 'suffix' for animals Wt(5 /JIiJ",· P"I' 

A~;ü,;t c (In Skt. acc-ordlngly; cnra- 'ani~al' and Ob::;c~~e ls the sequ el t o. the lJ<,ssaF,c: t:I ;1'1'01"9 Y , L'" 

0. ft"' , d~;~y, .;, ,611 vyJ"{'l7l r

'lJIovable', a-cara-' tree/plants and cblh' KA-tar-mu lI~sl-11-e .__ ]
r14JItt y~n ..L" > fl'Joc1rrn J:ny""':
Alftlt.Anz.J,;t'" ,j t; 'imlllovable', Macdoneil A.A.1893 p92-b) ,6> (Die Stadt) Epih möge mich hul~i~~~rg:) rn;l undt>'-.J,-t-·uu . 
:&<;",.1. n t2~) Suoskrlt car-cr- 'to mention with pruise. There is a Ira.n./Akkad. doublet 'aplh / t-d m,';ctn ~(t..-,J-, 

f.rmD'" ,t'Q Thc imlDovable means ln Sumo alS? 'das apitf, Lat. opus,-erls = Skt. apas nt. (:Ji:r.) ',,< ~ -,(/t" , 

~ IrQ/!. ce -,,:rll...~IQ~r",~!l Unv/a.c.delbarc' , ·something supcrd~vlnc 'work/Werk' (see n97 Pos.2-b for more). 
~ ~!.E.2..~: (.Ind "Annll.·aJ.;1that t;r41ciously mentlofls with praise; 'r . 
fU1II. (~i(l '" bHtl/II< !.ui1'r f,is planet Venus interested in the praisc 7tJ 'lown-n~e~ represent SOme tl.lDes COCIDO­',s V,IIU;' 3D rT1t"";"j AN -Ir;of a mountain reC1oo? Tentatlvely I lOf:~c!l.l concept:;; "(In) tbe Place of<tI! -/JIIU 11 idc,.; :the N.C- E>1~(t:ft(, J li,,~..l) brlng DOW the pa:;sat:e 1n NoFo-Lowland; V!Ol'lc (= this lIlatcrlnl world) my deci6­
"'~ov" a . i ve "ord be i t f1rm 1" • _ 
 -0,1<'. ! JU;r" 1111 ", 

Il.-kurah 1ma d a l! -mu hia t kur-k~ra.1t Sk t. sth~ril- ") G~J .y yJ J.'t.SS. - - . - - - 'Für 1>i-11-I:/ 61 -18/ sil !silim KrYr1~r, (3,9. t~ 
transliterated lnto Znnskrit; 3 9 ~ 36b)3~/ -atl refel'ence be made to n211 Pos.4-a_ 

)}' n-cnl'~ imam de§n"'-bla( olIn) SYRt carcar- kurr fchi/j,n.;JI/II 

http:kur-k~ra.1t
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It was impossible (for a hundred years). But if anyone could 
do it, I could. On August 2, 1994, 20.00 hrs, I h~d incidentally a 
look at page 234 of Michael Jansen 1986, Die Indus-Zivilisation, with 
Indus Seal picture of the Lord of all animals, and the impossible hap­
pened within aminute or two: I tested Sanskrit, reading from left tc 
right, having in mind the idea that the first word should/could be 1f~t~ 
all (animals ••• ), Sanskrit visva- 'all', in syllabic script *vi-si-va, 
and that proved correct, as resulting from cohsultation o~my - dossier 

'Indus script' where I found Asko Parpola's 1975 excellent survey 
of Indus copper tablets, with pictures of animals, plus legends (pub­
lished in JRAS / Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 1975 No.2, 
p170-209). Indeed, Parpola and others admitted that pictures with 
legends could be 'pictorial bilinguals', but, unfortunately, all pre­
vious would-be-decicipherers adhered to reading the legends in the 
wrong direction, from right to left ..• 

The Indus scribes have generously offered a number of animal 
pictures with legends, on seals and copper tablets, and also clay 
tablets, to help pupils in reading, and, seemingly, to help future 
decipherers. But they have done even more. The grid of the phonetic 
signs reveals that tne script incorporates a system which makes 
the value of a number of signs predictable. Compare the system of 
chemical elements which has made it possible to predict the properties 
of still unknown elements. In the Indus script I mean the number 
of strokes determining the vowel of the syllable: e.g. 

ra i\ ru l\\ ri I\lI I ~a 10 ; su l5J ~i ilJ 
. ~:; ~ ., "'f "<'3, ~-\.. - U -\..-- P B _J.,.' a ß ka 1 ~ f J(U I.....!-/ !{~ '1:J-7~UG ~-~ L-J ~U~ E-r' ~ 

, .J ­
I:~a 0 k!?i § 
 kara~ karuA kari .A. 
Since the script is mixed up with a considerable number of liga­

tures, logograms, and pictograms, it took a few months to get at the 
meaning, and spelling in Sanskrit, of quite a lot of them, determinable 
out of the contexts offered by the legends of about 2000 seals or 
other texts. Fortunately, the Bonn University Library could offer me 
in December 1994 the two volumes of the Corpus of the Indus Seals 
compiled/collected by Asko Parpola, vol.I covering collections in 
India, vol.II those of Pakistan. 

Here a list of animal names in agreement with animal pictures 
all of them being well-kncwn Sanskri: a~ima~ names : 

13 lf !.lI1 vi-r~a 
.:i' I-I u-ra sheep § 15, avi § 9 ! ;:! -:, ~ ;;' bull r /i ~ u-ra-ni ewe ~~ ::;-' ::­
I -0::.-0" 

H-201 (20.1.95) 
1. 16 - -< 0 0.. .....' - y _c~

2 ( b u-ksa ox, bull ';";' _: ~ 
\J'1n :r n w 14 l.ht kumbhi-ra\..AI ....... _ ::r 


§ 17 --a."O .., c.t 
-J =r3 f -® u-ranga serpent r-n,. tJ'- CD crocodile§ 29 -lCB :=J ...... CD 

serpent alQ)., "" ..... _~ UiHQ)) sar-pa 
Cl Cl.. ..... --a."'" kumbhi-rau:3 _\.0 ...... 
::J .-a. ;:r \.Q =r4 J)lI!lB pi-ru-~(a) elephant § 3 '" '" CD 

two crocodiles-\.0< .., 
V'I CI> 05 ~ hastin elephant § 12 ... , -, ....... 
 (25.0'1.95)CD- ~ =r 

..., .......... CD
elephant § 67. K-40 (21.1.95)6 Oll sind.hu-ra ~<no==-
::::J .- _ 
... =::::J CD -\ 15 (8 mi-nau 
"< ..... ­

(.I') (.I') 0. 07 -ü Oll vi-aghi-ra tiger fish (dua.l)n ...., cu ...... 
::r .... "<8 Y- I~ ~arad-u-la tiger 

~ 37 
.... -..... 
CL....... --·oU')
....... 
 1 ,c.

§ 3 '" ..... ::::J 1 6 00 nau-nauha::-e ::.C»9 ,tt sa(-sa) r+o-­
,~ f) , , ::> a.::r 

:J c: --,.,.., ship-ship:9: :x:- sa-sin hare-star (= moon) '" "< ::::J 
CD . ­~6. =-= AIU'l N (plural). I (l)n-,..­n ..... ,- ......10 '* su su-ni dog beech § 6 ~ ...,.. I .... . (24.04.95)c.. 'C n ca11 ~ € !va-n(a) dog 0... ..... 0 ., 

o a.. c 
., CD::::J 
::J1 2 ii )) ra-pa :;lons ter a...a~ 45 I 

http:24.04.95
http:25.0'1.95


Decipherment of the Indus Valley Script / DIVS 

First Vocabulary of the Language (pSkt) involved / Voc. 
pSkt = proto-Sanskrit

Kurt Schildmann 
Bonn, Oct. 1994 

Prelimina=y Remarks 

(1) A stage-by-stage report on my 
decipberment activity (which started 
on Aueust 2, 1994) eovering two months 
of investigations has been published 
in German in the Periodieal EFODON ­
Syr.esis nr 5 = Sept.Oct. 1994, ISSN 
0945-1366. The pages 1 and 2 of that 
report are attached beeause the reader 
will find, on sa~Q pages, the 'bilin­
gual' key to the Indus Script: pictures 
of animals with Indus Script legends. 

(1) Here now some remarks how to 
proceed for finding out the lar.gua2e of 
the seript. Harald Haarmann, 1991 , u­
niversalgeschichte der Schrift, 576 pp. 
(Campus Verlag Frankfurt/New Yccrk) has 
on p164 a list of about 45 dig=aphs/ 
combinations of two signs, most fre­
quently recurring, in the Indus texts 
or in the legends to the animal pict ­
ures. 

(1) Three of these digraphs deserve 
partieular attention beea~se tbey app­
ear as part of the legends to the ani­
mal pictures. Here they are: 

A) r /I B) ~CJ c) (Cf) 
A glance at the list of animals (see 
the following two pages) - a list ga­
thered by Asko Parpola, 1975, in JRAS 
No 2 p170-209, out of 400 copper tab­
lets, totallung Position (1) to (16) 
and (17) to (38) reveals irrefu­
tably the following : CopTab positions: 

A) 	 f..-' 11 appears in Pos i tion (20) re­
lative to sheepjram (7 tablets do 
record same picture and same text). 

E) 	 ~ t::I appears in Po si tion (9) rela­
tive to cow or bull (2 tablets do 
record same picture and same text). 

c) ~~ appears in CopTab position 
(33) showing serpent and legend 
(four such tablets do exist). 

(i) There is only one language in 
the · world which has an appropriate 
set of animal names in agreeQ ent with 
the above three digraphs, namely Sans­
krit u-ra 'sheep'; u-ksan 'bull', and-- - - -"'-­
~-ramg~ 'serpent'. 

(5) The Sanskrit language 

of Ancient India is by no means 

far fetched. Many Indian scho­

lars do retain the Indus Valley 

Civilization as a pr8form of 

their own. The agreement disco­

vered invites us to use the four 

graphie values thus obtained in 

further testingso 


(6) In CopTab attached, the 

bul17cow-picture has four posi­

tions, that is, four legends. 

Legend nr 4, that is CopTab po­

sition (11), has the 3 signs

r,.,J... 11 Already known 
 is 

u- ••• -ra. To denominate or to 

qualify the eow as the udder­

animal par excellence is not il ­

logical. Sanskrit says u-dha-r(a) 

= 'udder'. Thus it seems that we 

have gained the value of one more 

sign, out of ~-~-r(a) (~II. 


(7) The famous Pasu-pati Seal, 
showing the Lord who rules all a­
nimals (see the attached German 
page 1, Fig./Abb.1) makes a dif ­
ference between t$: and V. The 
hitherto would-be decipherers dis­
regarded the difference. The term 
'all' is in Sanskrit visva-. Thus 
it is logical to assign to the 
trigramma tf R V the values 
~-~-va 'all', with an -i- eu­
phonically inserted as a glide be­
tween -.i-v- jus t like Greek 
Linear B does in ii-L~-P2-da = 

*tri-pod- 'tripod/Dreifuss', quite 
normal also in many spoken langu­
ages. Now we return again to the 
CopTab animal pictures. 

. (~ The CopTab positions (2) 
and r3) have both the final digraph 

.f2: 11 which we safely acsume 
do render si-ra (recall S2.nskri t 
§ira- 'headl). Both positions re­
fer to the fabulous animal of ~hich 
the head carries sheep horns and at 
the same time the trunk of an ele­
phant. The trunk and the elephant 
are both called hastin in Sanskrii 
Note Skt. hasta- 'hand', hastin = 
'like the hand'. The si-ra digraph 
of Pos.(2).is precededby ~ 
The sign ~ is a picture 
cf the hand; it.fol~ows that 

http:Pos.(2).is


Dec~pher~ent of the
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~ means ~~sti~ 'proboscid'. 
~Tog8ther~ and ~ J1 

is thus 
hastin-Si-ra 'probos~id he~d' whieh 
is perfeet Sanskrit hastin-sira­
'idem' • 

(20 In CopTab position (3), si ­
r~ Q'head: is pr~eed~d by the graph 
~. S1nee th1s S1gn reappears in 

position (17) 'Sheep/ram-pieture ' , 
and sinee '~heep' is in Skt. avi-, 

Indus Vallcy Script / DIVS 

E"lep,h qni J) I/J W pj -!.Y--?~) 
(21) One important lexical 

item did escape d~e atte~tion 
by previous decipherers. I ~e~n 
the elephant. It is t~~e that 
this animal, I mean the type at 
home in India, has many native 
~ames, al~o i!1 the I~dus Vallp.y 
language. But one ~ame reaehed 
011 Iran, Mesopotam1a, Arabie. 
Cf. Old Persiar.. pirus 'ivory'. 
CopTab position (4)has but o~e 

it seems that we are entitlid to read legen~ fo~ the eleph~nt picture. 
her~ (position (3) ) ~.R--l avi-si-B!: The fl1:st~graph is 1.1 ,. ~, which 
Skt. avi-sira- 1 sheeu head'. The- •means 1n ::;kt. 'like'. ;'ihat fol­
whole~uS-;;ans: Th~ fabulous animal l~ws must be p~-ru-~(~). Many 
which has, at the same time, a probos- S1gnS are strueturally interrela­
eid head and a sheep head. Exaetly 
what the ani!llal pieture ~eveals. 

(lQ) In the Vocabulary, evidenee 
i5 submitted that ~- 'sheep' has 
also been used, as arebus, to phone­
tieally denote -avi-, so in erypto­
graphieal w~iting. ~he same is true 
for i!-j.§:.. T;0 'gaat'. This leads us 
to CopTab-position (30) whieh is le­
ge~d nr 7 tc the pietu~e of the doge 

(1 1) ~ere :he li~e in referenee: 

CopTo.b (30).r -t:!V~ "(71\, 


Tte fi~st graph ~ = u, with dots 
below, has, as in other eascs, a 
demonstrative funetio~ ss it seems. 
~at follows is a siöi:ant syllable, 
beeause a numbe:::- of 'fish'-graphs, 
with eer~ain diaerities, have aa ini ­
tial eor..sonant a sibilant. In the 
present ease,~ is :hat one whieh 
has the ':alue sar, sara, as proved 
by mar.y 3ubsequent readings. The 
reading of the line is 3ar-va ~vi at 
aja., ~hieh is lndo-Äryan meaning 
I(the dog ~ho is) the guardian of 
sheep and goa ts '. T::e graph" ,.~, 
Sanskrit ät ='and' is freouently 
in pho!1etiZ-use, so ir.~"· §a-~ 
= 'hund~ed', Skt. sa :;a-. The same 
applies to aj~ 'e;-oa -:;' ; for d.etai ls 
see the Vocabulary. 3y the way, the 
loeution sar-v~ avi at ~j~ renders 
Indo-~uropean (: IE) servos owi et 
~g.2.., 3.ttested 
sneep, also in 
~ian .\V2S tao 

(12.) In a 
values so far 

relati'Te to dog :md 
Latin, and in Old Ir~­

conju=~:;:'on text, the 

ted. ,/I is ra, /11 is ~, and 
1111 1S presumably ri. The i ­

diaeritie is often =: = 4 ~tro­
kes. Interesti!1g to note that 
) is p~ and» is Pi.. 

(11) The !?.Q:.-value W ap­
, ~cars in proto-Aryan usa- lear/ 
Ohr' as in Indus CopTab (12) 'hare' 
8f) I11 W to,. rang~-ru-~~, 

be analyzed rangar-usa- 'slaek­
ea:::-/Schlaff-Ohr ' ,-I~·la ...gar-uso-, 
Greek lab'-o(u)s Ci:,-...l ·~angar-o(uL.s 
I " 1 - ­
1Qe~. ~~ to Indus ~ ran~ 

see para \A) above: lndus u-ranga 
Skt. uramg~- 'se:::-pent';) -rffi, ­

(12) The hare-pieture's lege~d 
eonsists of three ~ames. ~he fi:::-st 
refers to the hare's association 
~ith the moon; the seeond means 
the slaek ear/Sehlaff-Oh=; the 3rd 
is sa (redunlication sa-sa is 0­

::1itted); Sa;'skrit sasa-----:. '!:are l 
Indo-Aryan sas- is fro~ Aryan 
sas-, IE k2.S-, Germanie nas­
1 hare/Hase I. The ~ -sa-aign has 
been mentioned s~b para (lJ) above 
with sa-~ 'hund.red ' , Skt. sa:a. 

(16) The ir.terrelatio::.s of sisn s , 
values and language invol'red are 
overwhel~ing. The CopTab legends 
provide much more infor~ation. 

But the nuoe=ous seals wi:h their 
legends are of equal iopor:ance. 
Also in the vocabul~ry I hope tha: 
eve:::-ythi!1g ~ill be done :0 Qake öhe 
reader aequainted with g=aphic, 
semantie, and etyrnological inter­
relations of the Glaterial stud::"2C 

disc~ss~i ~ake it poss-up :0 no~. A grid of ic..e!1tifieQ 
cl e to :-ead i2:. /I ~ si -2:..!, OU, La Un gra:;:hsj-values \Vi 11 be :'orwarded. 
sieH, Skt. syät (op-:ative) 'be it/ Two CopTab pages ~ill gi".re the .:-e2.d­
sei es I. ings of ani.nal leger:ds so far es :a'o­

lishedo 
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It was impossible (for a hundred years). But if anyone could 
do it, I could. On August 2, 1994, 20.00 hrs, I h~d incidentally a 
look at page 234 of Michael Jansen 1986, Die Indus-Zivilisation, with 
Indus3eal picture of the Lord of all animals, and the impossible hap­
pened within aminute or two: I tested Sanskrit, reading from left ~c 
right, having in mind the idea that the first word should/could be 1tRt: 
all (animals ... ), Sanskrit visva- 'all', in syl~abic script *vi-si-va, 
and that proved correct, as resulting from cohsultation of, mY ' dossier 
'Indus script' where I found Asko Parpola's 1975 excellent survey 
of Indus copper tablets, with pictures of animals, plus legends (pub­
lished in JRAS / Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 1975 No.2, 
p170-209). Indeed, Parpola and others admitted that pictures with 
legends could be 'pict~rial bilinguals', but, unfortunately, all pre­
vious would-be-decicipherers adhered to reading the legends in the 
wrong direction, from right to 1eft ... 

The Indus scribes have generously offered a number of animal 
pictures with legends, on seals and copper tablets, and also clay 
tablets, to help pupils in reading, and, seemingly, to help future 
decipherers. But they have done even more. The grid of the phonetic 
signs reveals that tje script incorporates a system which makes 
the value of a n~mber of signs predictable. Compare the system of 
chemical elements which has made it possible to predict the properties 
of still unknown elements. In the lndus script I mean the number 
of strokes determining the vowel of the syllable: e.g. 

" I ~ \ 
ra i\ ru .. t\\ ri l\lI sa L0 su L:0 S1 L::-i 

l '5 "? ~ 
ka tlJ ku ti) ki '"t...L7gha U gb.u U ghi U 

ksa ksi g kara~ karu .A karift... 6 

Since the script is mixed up with a considerable number of liga­
tures, logograms, and pictograms, it took a fe~ months to get at the 
meaning, and spelling in Sanskrit, of quite a lot of them, determinable 
out of the contexts offered by the legends of about 2000 seals or 
other texts. Fortunately, the Bonn University Library could offer me 
in December 1994 the two volumes of the Corpus of the Indus Seals 
compiled/collected by Asko Parpola, vol.I covering collections in 
India, vol.II those of Pakistan. 

Here a list of animal names in agreement with animal pictures 
all of them being well-known Sanskrit animal names = lf !.i vi-r~a

.:i'1·\" u-ra sheep §15.avi§9~~~ . ~~ 13 bull 
f ri ~ u-ra-ni ewe ~~ : : ~ ~ 

I \Q=t\Q.,'" 

11-201 (20.1.95) 
• . § 16 - -< ~ g- ;:­

2 t Ö u-ksa ox, bull . ';":;' ..... :: ::: 
Vln ::r- n ... I 14 Uu kumbhi-ra
'-I ...... _ :r .;.. 17 ce~"'C .,3 i® u-ranga serpent -.:a =r r:rr....... CI) 
 . crocodilel'§ 29 -.:a a. .., 00:J _....... CD 
 UII[Q)) sar-pa serpent CDCI) ~ QII 
o c... ...... -l. ..... kumbhi-rau
::J c.e \0 ~ 
~~:r\O::::r 

-0 V'I CD two crocodiles4 »In lB pi-ru-l](a) elephant § 3 -'-0< ., 
V' CD 05 ~ hastin elephant § 12 ., -''' (25.04.95)CI) - CI' ::::r 

., .... . r+- CD6 <:?>/i sindhu-ra elephant § 67 • K -4 0 (21. 1 " 95 ) 
r+ 

3 (.1') O:r I 
... <=>::>",'-0" 1'5 ((0 mi-nau::> .- '-0" 
'< ...... ­

(.J")7 iJ Q 11 vi-aghi-ra tiger ~ 37 U) c... 0 fish (dual) 
8 'y I~ sarad-u-la tiger =r -,...., 

"~At-+. .... _""...-. __ 11 t-4 

§ 3 g. ...... g'" I 16 
. 

00 nau-nausa(-sa) hare ::J - ­I» ..+ 
::> <1.::r, ,. n ::J c: --,..,.., ship-ship~Jt* hare-star (= moon) CD __sa-S1 ~tt '" "" ::> 
.x: c.n 0.- N (plural)CD n ., ~.10 ~ sun su-"ni ...... ., --+.dog bee § 6 "" ~ • -+. (24.04.95)
'" "C n eil11 ~ sva-n(a) dog CL ....... O-, 

o <1. C 
., CD::>1 2 Ii) ra-pa monster § 45 ::>. <1. <0 

http:24.04.95
http:25.04.95
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Table A + B of Asko Parpola's 1975 survey of Copper Tablets = animal pictures and legends, 
essential for deciphering. 

ACOPPER TABLETS 

(1) {f~ ~ ~ 
(2) ~~ u~~ll 
(3) if~~\\ <---ill--+ G)) Uu1 
(4) .m-~ 111)111& 

[(5) 

~ 
~ UZ)'lmA


(6) ~7JrJ ~ -
(7) ~ <--ill-+ Um A ~ M 

.. (8) ~ ~ ~Mmf 
(9)"0rf&r . =U=f6~UI ~...oo 
(10) ~. ) ~ lf~_~~~ 
(11) ~ ~1+11 
(12) ~ ~flMrOOIHlY~ ~ y­

(13) ~ 'tf)o1/,~ $ +-tD--r t& 
1\ 

(14) ffit ~ r/"oo~~ 
(15) ~ IJU 
(16)~~VX__ ~ IlU/lf2>rJX 

, 

~ 
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Table A + B of Asko Parpola's 1975 survey of Copper Tablets = animal pictures and legends, 
essential for decipheri ng. 

B 
(17) ~~ o'tff-~IIII 

[(18) h''Z'L~ fllf*~I.'",I* T-no~~ 
[(19) ~I ~ if.* 'NIl 
(20) ~ 1D) 	 ~ H 
(21) .(.. J ~[ 1'- IIJ.)J)'-t 

[(22) d "-=~ mm*1 '.'U))' 
(23) 	 . ~ illl1j's~~1f ~~ 


tt 


(24) 	 fi~~ -ID--+ W~ 
(25) ~ -rn-.. f~/UW~~@ 
(26) h. ~ [ ••*1"'~ 
(27) 	 =~ if(~:r&~ 
(28) 	 'tUtIl I fili-M ~O)o 
(29) 	 1f~ ~ 0)._... 
(30) 	 .!~U~14~ ~6)) 

(31) il1 ~ V~ $ 
iasct. ma oaly 

(32) @ ~f V*~ 
[(33) ~ == :f$~'f 
(34) ~~V+~$ ~ 6 ~5Gl 
(35) ~ 	 =tf»«~Jt~ ~ 3:::4~J\ 
(36) 	 ~*)}U(W~OO ~~ 
(37) 	 . IIfWii® -E-C> ~ -i 
(38) "'" ...... ~~(iJ.YJt 	 Y 



InduB Script Deciphering
Kurt Schild.mann 
Bonn, 08.10.1995-A Pictorial Bilinguals 

This page brings the most important 
information on the Indus Culture re­
ligion. Fortunately, there is one 
Copper Tabl~t (right side below) 
telling the essential, being a pic­
torial bilingual. The pioture shows 
a horned bowman. On his body three 
times the, phonetie sign kar, .. tri ­
kar, or better kar-tri whieh means 
'the Creator' (a quality assigned to 
the dei ty Vishnu in Hindu mythology}. 
Indeed, the first three phonetie signs 
of the pioture's legend identify the 
depieted person as vi-i~-nu -lf)o 

It follows his well-known epithet 
'tbe fieree' in eonjunetion, via 
ranga, with ga 'going' ~ 
thus u-gi-raJa Umä \,!...Ir /, 	® 
'the fierce goin~ (to his wife) Umä'r 

The glyph Uma rfj appears about 50 

times in the lndus texts. r ~ U. 

and more than 10 times 

in eonjune tion 1I'i th her ~ M") 

al ter ego *DURGA D1\6 \.!./ 

her terrible form, 


.~~ Hass 
Vuhnu 

I - 3 

Vishnu vi-i~-nu 

Creator kar-tri1 
1\ 111 

The fieree u-gi-ra f /, " Sanskrit ugra 

The buH u-k,a (6 
- husband 

Skt. uksa. 
 +"1'The sustainer dha-tri2 
The lord Of) sindhu 

waters, of ~ 
the Indus River 

All the above names are reeurring 
in Sanskrit literature and mythology. 

The number ~O ~ or pt
seemingly round for }} 
seems to mean the pantheon, the total 
number of deities. p :Jt 
But }O means also 'divine' ot" '~to 
and thus refers likewise to Vishnu 

Vishnu :.: 

Visnu.. 1!Jo 
( 1 ) 

tr)o 

and his eonsort umi.The relative texts confirm her ter­
Vi-i~-nu i9 written in 6 Indus texts,

rible activity. 


1
K-}~1 (p96 , Corpus 1, Wohen.) tr60.11 K-1540 ete.(p225, Corpus 2) *2}.' 2 

f
.f.1A .w.. ~f)O ) AI$)''Afl(l · ,," 'p'~pola, A. 1975 p 

197 j line(1}) , 
l}'.J '~. U 111 ~W V IX 'J ~ B~~ 12 x 16,03.95 Vishnu 

u-ranga_ina.ati vi-'i~:'nu i~_itri U~'~:: "cr~~ mofA 11'\ ~ 
kOll!lu-Uma ät sindhu dalla-ma anta ar. ~he bOcIy: k tri \ W WIt'.... -h,.· It'- 16 03 95 KSchi 

The serpent etrong there-over Yishnu th, Lord of beauti-,. " p~: • 1CC"..tor I. •• 

\ ful goddeu U-!, th", Sindha~. VishflU) 10th, end • 
(1 J ~ 00

I \.XI 
2) , 

( ~n 

0) 
, 

:iF) 0 
l) 

(4»)' 
\11 

(5)..Q.12'l
X. (!J 

(6) "f) 

I)(7) ~ 
ord.ring 1thl endl Skt. anb), 9lobal anaihUation 

~iMaili:a~ru~~t I~Yln~!stoaf~ilIs!sag..°tk:~
e~II, ar.....frn" ~n:~..:t.9 'f.llii1 ~, a­
tI'OSS~ut~,+~p th, p....~~.b,;;;1Iar con rr~.~l:·~ " ." " '.... 
~~ t .~'t I; . " '. ' 
.~••• 9~ "......... :. : . ': . ~.. -" ,.' . . 


u-ranga (Skt. lIPu-ga) ISerptCltl , kftOIIII 
as "'tl on aUch Yi!hna b Ci- I 

i 	 ti ng on th, (pnlOl'dlat a­
na,a 'strong l \.,1

the vater')' tl..eAt vhieh epr,ad ..,."._ 
. vii.,.. btfore ,the trelüon of tnrld 

vi-l.S-nu Yishnu there-over "'floating
• as IIIi'iYln••o~ing in th, ;'ter,

i~_itri. 	 lSkt. Uitr) 'lord, ....'ter~ 
is Vishnu of thl( (..litious: but 

Ver')' b.autihl j,refix su~)
flu-Umä (Skt. Dei, vUe of ShlYalYishclu 


b.ilIg an alter 190 of Olll"gl (lat.. 

, r.placed by lak~ but 


ät sindhu Ithan Sindhu· Ybhnu', hlv­ing 9011' throvgh n1ne ages or .va­
tara, rllches IIiJ 


d L _ n Itenth' {Slet. 4ahll)

alSa Ila a t a phase of r...ppalt'ance 

thorQh IIIVISlBlE (. IftlITE horsel 

(1}) v'i- i 9-nu u-gi-raJa Ullä~ 
• " . I Uma\l ~ Vl.shnu the fieree one, going to 

,. Vishnu, der grimmige, gehend zu 
wAMl U - , - , .
,\ kar-tri ma .H... b said: Yishnu th. ct'Iator,

)!!...!L"i' on'.th••consort of Ud, ~ bola.. of his boW= 
~	 on E"trI'. 1 ~(p)08-cl Urftga IItTOV-tool ' 

(j:; J.. ara-ang ftecd.: p262-b: Yishnu; p55-a: Du;
90" U kar P-\8-a: ugra'vria'; pS1..: gl 1 1. 

' 
( 	 * 3 

M-157 p48, Corpus 1, Koben_) 51.} 
~ f) 0 ,.Q.. f\/" r a\ 02.02 95 KSchi
V ' /,.: Vv \Xl' • 

..
vl.-l.~-nu 

not 

http:16,03.95
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35 	 It is clear that texts showing 
three or more well-known signs 
but one or two unknown or une er­
tain ones should be diseussed. 
An aceepteble reading at a later 

40 	 date cannot be excluded. 

The 	 a-u-i-diaeritieal system 
could 	also be hidden in 

(pra) LU (pru) l1J,l priU 
45 =F (htra $. '-tru $(&atrl 

satrel 	 eatril 
The a-u-i-system is rather in­

50 	 complete, showing merely .an a-i ­
-opposition, in the following 
eases r 

~ 
55 CD 
~ 
<> 

60 E1 
8~
R 

65 

90 
~I/
U il 

"111 
• " 

95 

(nouns and rebus thereof) 

maha mabi 

agha aghi~ 

ava ~ avi 


ya (yi) 


(ja) ji
~ 

pas 	 pism~ 
llan .)t hani 

Mere vowels (usually word-ini­
tial), that is vocalio syllables 
without initial stop, have their 
sign as in the eaeeof a- ( , ) 
and u- ('f ), but i- yet not.

10 However, i-initial words have ­
been 	made readable under SANDHI 
whieh 	provided a final -i in a 
preceding word; cf. the eases of 
.i-bha 'elephant (in a pictorial' 15 bilingual), and .i-psu- 'desir­
ing'. Other i-i,ni HaI words are 
pictoerams: indu 'moon' ~ and 
irina 'deseert'.;R • Note also 
a sort of ligature : ~ 

80 ina.ati 'strong' ~ P~f\'h 

Sub line 27 of the preceding page 
we haw ira/ila f;f;J 
correctly constructed 

85 by means of IJ ra plue _ i 

Ligatures that are constructp.d by 
merging 2 phonetic signe are one 
thing, another .thing a:-e variant 
writings. Here some of them: 

sindh~-ra ~ sindhu-ra 
kumbhi-ra t::J lrumbhi-ra 
u-ra, u-le J=( ~.~a,_ ula 
a.ra, a-la H ara, ala 

~ . 

Phonetie Signs .. 

'1f a-vi j~
ft"'-:cf 	 a-va 

kar-tri 1\1"N\A 
kar-tri IV:1'.1" 

..R- tlll Si-Ti 
2 

ß 

a u i 
aecess to signe 
Zeiehenzugang 
avi (2) 
ava 

kar. tri
1 

kar-tri ",reator 

lIr! 

Numerale are a marvelous phonetio 
means in the field of rebusl There 
are two or more equivalent signs 
for 	numders 
1 I 
2 u ' Y 
3 .. , 'f' ,'. 
4 11 ce :: L.JrU 

I1 ~ /11/15 111 	 -, 

111
6 ... 
1 ~'ill 	 \.~
8 .... //11..... ~, 

9 ::1 
10"'~ 

30 ~ c>B 
Rebus is a marvelous phonetie means 
(especially in the case of pietogra~s) 
to recover more lexical material of 
the language in question that is 
more or less homonymous. The rebus 
use thus eonfirms the lexeme assig­
ned to the pictogram. 

Ligatures of phonetic signe! 

~ 
i!J 
~ 
~ 

't'
/.'. 
~ 

~ 
r:t1 
t;I) 
~ 
~ 

sara 	tris 

tri-kva 

kar-tri 1 
triti-ya 

na-tri
2 

nR.-gna 

i~-tri1-tri1 
aja-rava 

ra-ya 

Bha-u, Bhü 

nu-na 

5C 11 • 

't'6 
"'-.,u. 

''YO 
,t-.'i'" 
-1'-9 


) 111 	 II( 

nA 
11 <> 
t..0f 

01' 
ligatures consisting of pictogram 

plue phonetic sign 

® 

teJ 
GD 

® 

~ 

OIROLE 

aha-tri 111
1 

0 
kumbhl-aha-tri U 0 

0+ 
111 

svar-dha 

aha-pat OtlJ 
kumbh!-ra UII 

plu~ 	phonetic sign 

~ 
(lJ Uma/U-ma 

Triloka/Tri-loka 

. DY!pa/dvI-pa 

pattra/pat-tra 

'f 0 

"'f'0 
yo 
~'fO 



Kurt Schildmann 
Bonn, 11.10.1995 

Reading and vritin 9 direction 
is from left to right, that 
is, normally, the direction 
the depicted animals are 
looking or going to. Jurii 
Knorozov and Asko Parpola 
stick to readinq in the 
wrang direction. 

~~ 
seven 
ei~~ures 
legends 

(5 seals 
and 6 
tablets) 

c.~ fl one pic­
~~. ture vith 

legend 

~ 
three p~ctures 

with leget1ds 
(17· tablets)t~ 

~.' 
'~~ I",;il! 

d 
20 pictures vith 


legends 


ona picture vith 
four hare nallies 

(14 lablets) 

aonsters: 11 pictures \lith legends 

W~ 
(18 tabletsl (J tablets) 

on6 picture vith 
twa serpent names 

~ (4 tablats) 

tr,l'ee pictures 
with legends~. (14 tablets) 

• 
3t:ven oidures 
\lith legends 

'horse' in the 
sva-glyph G)(j1 

roughly d~picted 

Indus Bcript Deciphering 
Fase. nr 
ContentsCONTENTS OF FASCICLE NUMBER 

100 Pictorial Bilinguals page 
Phonetic Signs 1-2 
Pictographic Signs 3-4 
List of Phonetic Signs and Ligatures 5 
List of Pictograms, Logograms, Ligatures 6 
Remark: How to find the Language written 7-8 
The Copper Tablets I CopTab (1 ,}~- (16) 9 
The Copper Tablets / CopTab (17) - (38) 10 

bovines / bovids ,,"I 'f_ Sanskrit: 11-13 
bull, ox r b u-k~a p uk~a-
bull 11 00' vi-r~a vrsa.:.. 
buffalo ~ f!Fi mahi:"r~a m~isa-
bull -UW gau-sei) gauh 
cow V g9..U" . go-, gau­

ty-1fcow gau-vi go-, gavi 
cow ü"tf ga-vi gavi 
udder, milk 1+11 u-dha-ra udhar­
cream, butter (JD anja anja­
plen ty of milk ~ IHi ksi-rin ksirin­
~o9:"-drawn car Uc?P go-cakra ~ go-cakra 

crocodile 14.-1'7 [ IIJ 
crocodile Ulf kumbhi-ra L.--J kumbhira­

dog 18-20!} , n
dog su . sun{aka- ), a . A
dog AlT'­ sva-n .dl'c S~8.n-,
dog U1 sva/sva sva , .x-L(­bitch su-nl sunl 

elephant 21-24 
elephant ~ ({ sindhu-ra b sindhura.­
elephant, trunk 'Lf hastin-- ~. hastin­
elephant, ivory ...D/rrl!Jp~-ru:-~(a) I, pllti.Q. 
elephan t, domestlc .l-bha. L!) ibha­
*elephant/camel a7'3i1 *u~ ~u-ra ustra.. 

hare 25 , ,
hare tt sa(-~a) sasa­
slack-ear Cf) /11 W langa-ru-~a 
*turn-ear ghl3.u( -sa) -ca.kra ~V® 
sex-lusty Hfrri *ä.ra-~aI}a f=I=i71 

monster 26-27 
monster fi)) ra-pa . rapas 
trunk-h2ad.horn-he~d hastin-ai-ra ~ 911 

-avi-si-ra..... ~ Q./T 
mixtare ( ~) mi-KUS-i~ *miksis. . 

serpent / snake 28-29 
breast-goer {GD u-rap..ga uram-ga 
poison-lady vi-is-J;"'NI lf)j:" 

r..o-end 'jI an-anta '1 an-anta 
creeper Q » sar-pa sar['u­

sheep • 30-'2 
sheep ~ <,vi, a-vi 'lf avi­
sheep ura, u-ra 'fiJ ura.­~ 

tiger 33-34 
tiger tf ® IJ vi-a.ghi-ra vyäghra­
tiger Y.i=t sarad-ula särdula­

1(/1 35 - J6horse asu-a J'I a-sva asva 

horse a-~u-a ~' a-sva. 1)\ 
 asva

h orse as -vä. 1 =tt 




List of 1ndus Graph Occurrences 111 

61') '1\ USl;\'-ra 'buffa1o, came1, e1e­ ~~ dhi ? 'thought' lx *154.6 ~ • phant' 1x *BB.3 unclear, 10x *12~'V~,L1I I 
I cf. at-a 'gonei, a t-a lend' /~'\ unclear 1x *157.2~ 'mix' ? 'house' ? 2x *97.2 *102.2 , -;,\ 

Iwa,p~ ? '1x 4\21.1 sam-asü • sma~u ? IX *161.8ff' grha 'house' ? 1x *97.7 , ~ rJ<: \'Il .:;.i'"111 
Lo·... body- fac e male 1x *165.6~ mandala 'whirlstorm' 3x cf. (E) mi-~i-KUS.is., Ihavoc l ? 


~ vayu (t 'liind, tür' *98.9 \~ lJ cf. mi-KUS-1S 'bastard l ,.,~J) <'..7 tri-sindhu 1x *166.6 

10x *121.2, 'KU~ Ibird l ~ TO THREATEN ? lx 101.3 \' t 10, k- 20, "f30, l40,~ 50m• Turkish and May~~ 

1\ , ~ here t 40 2x *169.4 50 172.2 * ~na 'ice' lx *1(1.5 na t-a Iend l ~x "121.3 
\ \ *catura-aja? 1x *169.10A vana 'forest' 1x 4102.1 .~ 'na-nu Inot morel 3x <121.4 
~ Skanda Qlars- .. ' 3x *172.10

\B ksetra Ilanded property' lx Raja 'prince' ? lx *121.6 ~invasion of e1ephants *104.5 Q> Ipleasant sllle11 I .•• 1x *177.15 
vana/daru Itree' 3x"122.4~' 'Lady with staff' lx *106.5 rebus: daru 'generous' \.i\ I Jupiter Lord of Thirty I 1x *160.7'~ 

sam-pa~- lx *150.10~*jala 'liater'? 1x *109.2 
a~ru 'tear' • picto- 2x*122.2 r-r'. 

J\S\I)) cf. jal-pa I talk' ~ gp

'famous' ? lx *123.1 
 ."'W\ Ichain l ?, drops? lx *lSl.2 

at-a Igone '7 2x *110.2 9.'~ 
I $.. tllofo1d fettered 1x *181.3" ~ß Mercury messenger 2x *113.11rrn pu-ra.lto"'~' 1x~11.) 1\ pad l)' 0111 foot' ~ 50, (1ere ~ 60, 1x *184.2) pa,)f pu,n Pl phon. '" UJo ~
*l1i NARA a-kumbhü 'man who does L) 1\ prana '" pruna prina ~. *ta-nu Ibodyl? 1x *187.3 


. prina Ide1ighting l 2x *125.1
not offer'? lx *111.8 ,If *'arrow-shower' ? lx *18&.3 

~\\ pa~-ura 'cattle raising \trd' a-lIIahiya 'distress' 1x *112.1 hastä:h3sti 1x *189. 1 ~ ~ rebus of pa~ 'se!l~ 2 eyes' C~ ..~ 'hand-in-halld' I~rn pat/pati 'lord l lx *112.3 \.: 1x *126.4, ura t:\ phon. ( 
'\N *bhi, bhi~a 'fear' 2x *191.~!2f{} MATSYA GHAT 'fish eatching '\~ 'thumb down l Saturn judg­

device or areal lx *112.5 ing the soul, lx *127.4 unc12' r , lx *192.2
Jb 
~~, sindhu-tri-stoma 'three louths Q)~ 'fallen vanquished' pat ji rr-\' sam-ara 'battle' lx *196.1 
~ ~ of Indus River 2x *113.1 lx 127.10 

a-dhas 'on the ground l 2x *197.)~ a~va 'horse' pict. 1x *131.7 ~locana leye ~ith lashes 
rla~a aha '10 days' lx *200.2Ö beautiful eye )x *114.1 lady lost 1 breast*1)4~1 Ef)~ 
3 hand sign " 'beast mayl grasp''D a-dhana Ipoor ' 1x *114.5 ~~ 'a sorcerer, curser' 1~5.2 t t~ = cursing, 5 pages, 30x "204.1

dhanus 'boII' , dhana IlIea1th' ~ *ud-stha ~ani ? lx *135.6~ unclear, 4 tlligs, 1x *204.9aha-tri I) days' 3x *1\4.6 X
1 -1 lavarna 'colored' 1x *137.4 ~' t® eircle means ship, sun. day ~ .,:.,

,( 
nine lIe hods'? 2x "206.1 


~ (Maya kin 'sun, day' and D... ~ "si ... 'shouter' ? lx 137.5 '~r.'" 10 1

7' \t ttt- wurga, -arll18d 1x *2~, 11

l:,I Turkish gün 'sun, day' =,)l.. ; person' ... lx *1~1.1 m '\\ 1 : 2~2 .11 =-~ f". r::::;) ca endar sign 1x *2J8.8<::J 'offering 3 days' ? 1x *116.) (/?:y trefoil (astronomy) lx *142.1 " Y 
II~\ Upta 'cursed' 10x *117.7 /.. ~üß 'song delivering' 1x *143.4 Xan unclear x-sign lx **208-9
II rebus of sapta '7' 


c 'person lIith Jupiter sign 'sk:t ice below' 1x *2:;9.:/9
~ Ipicture of crocodil~ 2~ 6 Q before lap! 1x *143.5 ((§\ the iee-sign equals the Runic~.€ 127. 
~ vi-.ana' flying person! and /~ Hagal-sign, hail, &reek~,l a-dar~a 'i~visible' lx *146.4 ,

rather an UFO lx *118.3 kakhlos 'pebble' that fall from 
bija-bija or bi-bilx 148.8 sk)' I IE ka-ak-s-öos ~ t<- ;;l<

" kar-tri1 'ereator' 2x *118.5/\? ~ the 6-rayed star ~ water-crystalleg. kar-' to create' / { Vi-nnu = Vishnu lx *149.2tfo
Ü;f , 

cl n 
-crystal • HaQal-sign 


pJ' ara-gau 'Ietallic speech' 'spyl ? 1x *150.9 the ice-s~ is recurring
~ 1x *120.6, Ala-sya 'Cyprus' sky-combination 1x *208.8/9'fruit offering' ? 1x *152.3 
~) punar bhara'is 'anew bri­ \30 du~-tri2 strI 'daughter1 four crescents lx *153.1 \(f

ging refreshment' lx *120.6 I of a Lady' lx "212.10·S ksa + infix 1x *153.7 t..
(ligature of punar + bhara (anti-female Indians lisinter­lthrefold unborn' or ~ Ir; preted dus,-tri 'daughter' ,·th!: divine Tri'ad' lx "i54.J as 'third evil'. 

http:mi-~i-KUS.is


Kurt Schildmann, SOL 	 Indus Script Deciphering / ISO 199q/95 
Weissdornweg 91 The 	 closer look, see below, at Asko ~arpola's List of such Indus Scrpt Table ~ 
0-53177 Bonl1 2 Copper Tablets (CopTabs) vhich show the picture of an animal, with a legend ,re­
Hov. 1994 , ferring to the anir.al depictp.d, does . off~ra chance of deciphering t~e names of animals 

Skt. S ' k"-t ­• 	 ans n l 
hast;in (hasta- 'h?nd ' , hastin 'hand-shaped, trunk or'1) 	 Fabulous ~~ prQbOSCld of an elephant)

being of which ' 
,~ the f1ead_ .has 1F~ AI' hastin-si-ra, or Skt. hastin-hra 'proboscid-head(t) - horns like sheep U~ ')\- , or head vith the trunk/proboscid of an elephant I.

and 	 a trunk like ~ 	 a vi - si-ra, or Skt. avi-Sira- Isheep-head 'h. 	 elephant =tF a. 1l \' or head like that of a sheep or ra. vith sheep/ram-horns
~~ "I \.... U'~'X:' \ 
• '~ alephant ::nnl A pi-ru-~(a) proto-Indo-Aryan piru~ 'elephant ' (4) '~,gr ;~ t~r~~~ UL/ IIW C! Old ~ersian pirus 'ivory', Akkadian pilu, piru 'elephant, 

Skt. piluh, Arabic fil 'elephant ' • 
va-gha-rfi'a-rava These 2 pOSitions (5) and (6)~5) ~~-<fi:/::;::0i-tf(j'imj do 	 refer to an anima! naied in Skt. v~gha f. (not identified) • 
va-gha Position (5) being the male counterpart, withleG) r ~diYd; anila\:~tS_ 11 lJ .. .

suffix -rsa- meacing Imale l plus rava meaning 'roaring' • 
Vi._r~Ja_rava • Illiale animal roaring ' (boar or rhinoceros)....n 8 bgiil;:r:,'f' 'lFee A. , . 

t!! 1" ~ seat/throne U etf Ei 
.. ~ - ksi t_ mahi-rfi'a Skt. ksit • 'king' and Skt. *mahi-r~a-

bo""-:--n J.. ~ Em • 'big lila,lei , whence later Skt. lahisa- !buffalo l 
Vl e race.. E! f,\I tw 	 , ­(g) ~ ox 	 / C9Vthlllth 111Cl &- u_ksan l. €3i-tri Skt.uksan-:hksa Ithe ox l t'al 	 sea I rone 111 'h'l s't and Hitr 'Lord ' (":;1 	 ' . v 1 e K. - '1 

a re~urrlng.plc- , 	 i '. . SkI, jani- 'lady' serves here
MO) .J... tur..e.wlth4dlf- ::n::.x'" 111 JANI- h - tr1 tonaJlle tr.ecov also presenting
l .~ 4 fenng legends U ?~.~ .._ pregnancy of 9 1I0nths. 
(11) >- -...... . ~ i Il u-dha-r (a )t· Skt. udhar Ithe ugder ' , which lIIeans here• 	

"'" ':'.. I 'T' . __ , . hat the cow l sudder lS the udder par excellence 

Q Hare vithout 1JM1ft\ fJIW A * 'k ' ( , )~~ 
) 

' seat, vith W ' . Tf. U-lIaSl a II-ranga-ru-~a sa -sa 
( ~ ~ herbs instead ~ The 1Il00n-:elated proto-Indo-Aryan: ·rangar-u~a Islack­~ 

. ~eared • haM! (IE and 'reek, denoting the hare).Skt. ~a~a- Ihare ' •"!fJ. Oeity.vith horns t ~ Vi-i<:-nu VISHWU u-gi-r~gä-UMA Skt Visnu(1 "J) and tall ca~riy- ~~) ~ J ~ ~ '. . . . . ,on " a bov, legend U. 0 r/' 'VI ugra ga UM • 'od Vlshnu, the herce one, gOlng to Ur;) 
reverse: says vi-is-nu . (The UMA-sign is a ligature with an u in a circle). \f; 
~ " In Hinduisl, U.a ist vife of Shiva, but there are 8 avataras/re-incarnations of 

Vishnu/Shiva/Rau etc.
'1 . .This is uniden!i~ I M y( M. (11.) ,u-gi-raga sara-nka ). Ifiercely ?evour­

, hed fabulous anlil- f ,\W 1(:' W Llne. 't. 1 ..... ~k Ing starvehng I 
al. 	 ~roper y: u-gl-ra_~"a-sa_ra-a'l a • jackal/hyena 

( 4iit, ~, Line (15) 
- ' ~ Old Tiger 7 -IUJ fI( VARNA-tri COLO~S-three, but strangely enough, the
ft 5} [Ml~ äM tiger has superfixed the legend vi pi-ru-?a = Iwithout 

ivory ~or tusk)' which may ~ean that the animal was tamed 
'-- --.- n '"' - - or old 

young bOVlne I VARNA-tri a ta -vi-Ha a~a ,UbLiKft.)1II/1fWJ',' 'calors three' at the end the well-known rapid death 
- - ~ This legend reveals that young bovines were oHen 

The 	 phrase 'well-known rapid death ' is often scheduled for slaughtering, probably with rituals of s2cri­
recurring, especially in seafaring context. fice. 
e 0 mme n t Alist of proper reading of animal .===.===.= ••••• ==.=.===== •••••••• ==.= ••••••• ====.== ••• == 

names will be found on the following Of major interest is line (13) above. It shows a 
page, below • Table B. It provides a fair number of strange male deity and the legend reveals its name~ 
reliab~e syl~abic .. phonetic sign~ enough for getting Vi-i~-nu, an alter ego of Shiva. The legend says 
ahead In declpherlng almost all Intact Indus Seals texts that the fierce one (still today his by-name in India) 
within two or three months provided one knows to handle is going to his wife UlIla • Durga in later India said 
Sanskrit and Vedic Oictionaries and is an expert in de- to be Shivals vife. ~ hundred S;als do talk about Uma/ 
ciphering Sumerian and Maya (partly logographic) texts. Ourga. gut since the hero Rama (also weIl known in 

More than a hundred years ago the first Indus Seals the Seal texts) h2S broken Shiva/Vishnu's bow, it is 
were discovered. My private personal belief in the noteworthy that the depicted Vishnu has still 1~e bow 
high intelligence of an archaic nobility who argued to in his left hand. The Vishnu-tablet in reference has 
be of divine origin, and which acted accordingly, is on t~e ~everse side an Emblem g~yph ~~ bP 
the true esse nce of my success, also in respect of Su- conslstlng of two arrows (SanskrIt ~ara-) ~ 
~erian cCrd Haya Te~ts. ."ithout str~ng ~otivation there wit~ ~n the m~ddl:, :h~ /h~netic sign anga 0:;. o.nß" 
lS no he pe ~i gettlng at one's destInatIon, age of 85 (whlcn means In S.~sKrll ll ~b, mernber, body 
being irrelevant, or rather aprerequisite. etcJ Together this is ~2ra-cAg2! corresponding to the 

Sanskrit name of Vis~nu' S CO II • ~arnga (Do\/son p361). I'> 

On his body, glyp~s re ve2 1: kar-tri 'creator'. K, ~ 
3)<. CI t­

~ 

(6) 



Kurt Schildmann, SDL Jndus Script Deciphering ISD 
March 1995, 80nn Table 8 

This here is Part B of the List of anirnal a List compiled by Asko Parpola 1975 (Helsinki). 
pictures (with legends) fo und on Copper Tablets, Righteously he saw in it a key t~; deciphering work. 

n . ~idder . . Line (17): nau_vi JANI avi, VARNA-tri 

1~ Q ram-' 0 lf~~ 1Ufm 'young fsmale sheep, colors three' 


t !) Y sheep, ewe . Line (18): u-ra-ni JANI van( -~a) sapta, ki 
~ (18;_ J., • .--:-~ 1*~ 1,'.',1 * ewe/fern. sheep IiOr·iAN. , races seyen~ beautiful ~ 
'" 

, 

119) W 2-headed ~F~ rl1t. Im Line.(19): monster, 2-headed, fore and aft 

' 


11(1)
~~') da 
'J. monster 

(20) 

/) .(.. 
~ line (22): r~a-r~a S~KTI-DHARA k~it ra-~au ' (du~l) 

un~corn . ...u.J..AJ H=kF several spear-bearers (against) king of monsters=1(23) 	 EInhorn Bi a -A I "14 eJ 
'. CU ! 

- , ~,u, A..2 Hund T.:I....k::-?--­
(2S ~ dog ~ ,u,. IIII!' .tl..1\' t.:\6~ . 	 r~~ ~~~~ 
2J :', 	 g'I' .J....IIL.4. If NI 
1./) 

(2~
(~;1~ 

I~.A 
\,\A:I} ___-------..; .~.•~ U ~ '''li 

,\ ~ vi u-kse~ 

.~ { 7'" ,-v 
4· ~~(~yA.1t 

U ~ / ~'A
film I iH 00*1 
1.fO>~ 
~'r"r' ~ t: <l 11,.., 

(3'1) 
"I I 
•. 

iDscr. onee~ 5cnlange 
( 	3~) ~ 
(33)C 

, 

'(3t" ~ 
(35)

j • 

.) II 
(36/ 
(df~ 

~ ­

('38 -., 
r-tr 

upp<:r Une 
oneeonly 

. 
~!~~~~
' ." 

U ~~" Ifl vI-KAVI, van( -~a) sapta
1\)) ' 'yithout intelligence, races seven' 

Llne (20 ): ra-pa. 'bodily defect' 

{. t ......l>.JJ..t Line (21 ) : still th~ monster: text illegible 
;m*i '.'ID7 

,11 r ~v a ~ ~ 
~/,*I'/ ~ ...••.___ rr_ 

1!~ e 
.... 

r,~*!-
lf 00 ~ ~ 
if+~® 
=tf»« t Jt.~ 

,1f*» lIl'lJ~ oe 
~ lN' IJ). 

C 0 m m e n t : The Indus Script is based (a) on phone­
tig signs and (b) on glyphs (pictograms, 

logograms, ligatures). Only a fev texts are interrelated 
with pictures (of animals or things). Parpola's List of 
Copper Tablets (CopTab), see above, is, as he admits, a 
sort of bilingue. Reading animal names, via Sanskrit, 
provides a fair number of phonetic values. Here some in­
stances (line numbers in brackets): 

(4) 1) IJ! W pi-ru-~a 'elephant, ivory' 
(9) y'.d u-k~a 'ox, bull, husband, buck' 

e.g. roe-buck in line (31)r.-t. /(
(11) u-dha-r(a) 'udder (of a cov)' 
(12)) 
(12) 

g:; lil 
t: (~) 

ranga-ru-~a (. rangar-u~a) 'slack earl 
~a(~~a) 'hare' (= 'slack earl) 

(13) 1f) 0 vi-i~-nu '~od Vishnu, named is with 
him also his vife Uma, a ligature. ~ 

line (23): unicorn: UNCL EAR, in part like (22), then ~ 
desaka psu a-v-ej 'indicator of victuals contriving' 

line (24): dog: u ha.n ~un loh dog dog', on reverse ~ 
bhü latr-la 'eart~ grubbing up' 

' Line (25) : dog: u ~va.n ru-sa sun salsa) (~a) Uma 
gh do g, rage of the dog lagainst) hare of the moon 

Line (26 }: dog: r~a-na SAKTI-DHAR~ a-bharan sindhu 
UNCLE~R: several spear-bearers carry~ng to river 

Une (27): do g: continlJed: vi-mi-h-ira ~1I1 ~a(~a)
through mixture: dog (for) hare( -hunting) 

line (28): dog: u ~anca a-r~a-na SmI-DHARA 
oh, dispersed [are with-dog-hunting) spear-bearers 

line (29): dog: vi-arigha ~un 'obstacle dog' • wat~h- dog 
line (30/: ,d09: sar-va (. Avest. haurva) avi at aJlI 

the shepherd' s) dog for sheep and goats 

Li" (J1), ,;-,-ks.· (lon9;oO d"d ,ith"t bock 
vi-avaia ~ava'Uma = palring ordered by Uma 

line (32): snake: vH JAHr/PATNI hasta 
housevife's / poison-lady's hand/care 

L ine (33): snake: u-ranga ~ai. a~pa~ca • breast-goer ': snake, reposing,not extended 
line (34): mon'ster: vi-KAVI ~un Uma = without intelli ­

gence (a product of a)dog (and) Uma 

line (35): 'monster: vi-tta ä~u ULÜKA_a-~ri 
= the well-known rapid death, misfortune 

üne (36): monster: vi JMH pa-ru-~a.a-~ri ahga 
, " not (born by) VOlllan, dirty unhappilv limbed 

line (37): monster: UNCLEAR: dva u DHANVIN k~it aha-3 
• two times (7) oh archer (you are) king (fo~)( ~ 	 1 ddYSline 38): UNCLEA~: abda ASMA-OHAP.A su-paHa

• the water-carriers (= clouds) of the sky-bearer(are) lovely 

:=== = ~=C:ll SI::::::::: =c: ==::2 :: ==.• =:::::: I: =:: == =====c: ='::11:::: ==:::::::: = ::::::=::c 

(30) Q tf sar-va (Avest. haurva) 'guardian,dog')
(30)) ".::g I ( r;;\ avi at aja 'of sheep and goats' 
(17) ,.:g avi 'sheep' (also in use as arebus)
(3 ) t3§ J;; JI avi-~i-ra 'sheep's head' 
(2)) ;;Y'.f2: 1\ hastin-~i-ra 'elephant's head' 


the relative monster's head has sheep-horns and 

an elephant's trunk, according to the picture 


(18) r 1I ~ u-ra-ni' ewe / female sheep' 
(20) 	 iI» ra-pa' bodily defect' 


the same term once mor at the end of line (22) 

in dual since the monster has a head fore and aft 


(24) "'~ -5t- ~va.n, h n dog, dog, in ablaut 
(25) 4 :0 ~va.n •••• ~un like in line (24) 
(33) 'f f!ß u-raAga (. ura\h.ga 'breast-going)

• 	 'snake' 
J(- ')) a synonym does exist: sar-pa 'serpent'. 

013 •(;?J , '15 

http:ura\h.ga


-------------------------------------------

Kurt Schildülann Deciphering 	of the Indus Script / DIS
Okto 1994, Bonn 

G r i d a s of October 24, 1 9 9 4 
=~==============:============================== 

Direction of writing here adop­
a ~ 	 u f ,/ i / . 

o~au _ e a~ 	 ted is from left to right and c , 
incides with the direction 

ka UJ 	 ku V/kau ki~ . /ko ke ka~. 	 where the animals of the CopTab 
/Copper Tablets are looking to 

ga gu goigautJgi.Ä gel gai 
The inverse cases are normalize 

gha U ghu ~/ ghi~ / . Other phonetic signs:
gho ghau ghe gha~ 

van ~ nka a;
ghra X ghru ghri 


ranga/langa, raga/laga ~ 

agha 0 aghu ® aghi (!) 


mahi hl masika ~ 

ca 	 cu ci • connected wi~'~on: harE 

ja y 	 ju ji Logo grams or pictograms 

, . , .. used also in rebus :


nja CD nJu nJ~ 


aja lh1 'goat' and rebus

);$ 	 ~ ta 	 tu ~ to/tau ti te/tai at 'and' and rebus 

55 	 Y 
" 

da 	 du di ata 'brink' and rebus
dO/dau de/dai 


tri Ul lthree' and rebus

dha ~ dhu ~ho/dhau dhi 

dhe/dhai 
1 


tri 2 'r 'three' and rebus 


na 
"'" 1 nu o 

no/nau ni 
/.'.
1 ne/nai sindhu <:2 'river' and rebus 


indhu 'moon'6
)) pu )lpo/pau pi J) pe/paipa 	 i~ ) 'crescent' and rebus 

ba bu bi 
masa CJ 'bean' and r<3bus 	half­- lIoonbha 	 bhibhu bho/bhau bhe/bhai av~ .4 'sheep' and rebus 


pra pri Jjll / jJJJ
u pru ~ro/prD.u pre prai *ava ~ 'sheep' and rebus 
~.c., 

ma J mu / 	 mo/mau mi J me/mai Other graphs (ligatures, pictur 

ya 	 yu cara 'walking, c~rculatinyi .2<5. 	 [X<> 
ra/la 11 	 ru: lu 'U ri/li :~ 11/1 carana ~ 'leg, foot' 

va \./ VU vo/vau vi 1J ve/vai Uma ~ 'spouse of Shiva' 

~ ~ with u inscribed 


~a ;Q-	 SU ~ Si ~(j) hasta) ~ 'hand' 

sra sru sri 'X panca , five' 


. J ~) dasa ~	 'ten'~a WmI 
w 	 s~ ~ ~u 

hastin ~ 'trunk, elephant'
rja rju r~i 


or other hunters
Rama ;t/I?k~u 	 k~ik~a 2:J ~ ~ 	 • • lady, mistress, godde~• J 

Jan~ .) ';k' or other females 
sa .J su si patn~Ä

l sar 'f] ­ sur J sir deva-;k , or other males i~~d 
sara X sura' sira 

VAPuVA $­ 'color' 

ha hu hi ravl'!. IA\ 'roaring' 


cakra 1 ,<J;) 'wheel, chariot,
*suka ~ Venus and 	 go-ratha) t~~ ra tha J \CD' celestal p~le regior.
asvattha fig-tree 	 go-cakra ~ 

car drawn by cow 
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l~dus' .Sp-ipt· peoipb e~:i.ng
' Kurt SobildMann 	 e u i 

Pbonet1c Signs ' 	 access to signaD-53177 Bonn, 19.09.~5 

! culture-bistorical 

sensation of our century


5 	 Operating of real intelligence 

18 decodable, be it in the field 

of protobiological creation by 

gene-tecbnologr, be it . the most 

archaio known intr'oduotion of 


10 	 script by humans as proven by tbe 
noy concluded . ~e&l p~rment or thp 
mysterious lndus Valley.script 
that for 100 years was ariddie. 

Tbe 	 soript is syllabic. 
15 Normal is 1 stop plus 1 vowel. 

Vowela Are seen a~ sequence a-u-i. 
Tbeir Marlc:i.·.!. 2i "i .~; ,.!. : ~, strokes. 
SOMe expectedsigns, not ~et 
attested, are given in brackets. 

D ga. U~·:-. 'U (gi)
2f 

~ 
gau (gai) 


ID~ki22. UJh ID~· ..
kau Jcai 

U gha23 

0 kgä24 

kara25 ~ 

V ghiUghU
ghau ghe.i 

.ß (ksu) §kS1 
(ksau) ksai. ~ 

~ (karu) A. kari 
(karau) karai 

da du S) (di)55 SJ ,dau (dai) 

tu '-lV/27 tz ta ~ tau )~\. 
ti 
tai 

+ dha dhu (d.hi)cp 

dhau (dhai ) 

9 ( de.~ ) ~ dus ~ (dis)
d~usj (d~is)

I • 

ne.30 	 ~nu) 'T ni1" o nau) nai 

ra ruu (JJ rau 111/ r;ai 

Zeicb enzugane 

Eine kul~historische 
 (1)
Sensation unseres Jahrbunderts 

Das Wirken yirklicber Intelligenz ist 

entschlfisselbar, sei es bei urbiologi_ 

scher Schöpfung durch die Gentecbnolo_ 

gie, sei ea die äl teste.::uns beka..nh­
te menschliche Schriftersc~qffung 


durcb die ~un abgesohlosseNe Enträtse­

lung der lndus-Schrift-Texte, die 100 

J"ahre allen EnhiffenJInS-B...-,,-rsucben wider­

standen•. 


Die Schrift ist syllabiscb. 

Normal 1 Konsonant und 1 Vokal. 

Vokale gelten als eine Reihe, a-u-1. 

Ihre Markierung: ~ 2, .!!. 3, 1.-4 Stricbe. 

Einige Zeichen, die noch nicht belegt 


sind, verden in Klammern gebracht. 

n 
(ba) (bu) n bi 

(bau) be.i 

pa pu pi)) )7 pau 1) pai 

bha bhu bh1JJ L1 lJJbhau bhai 

[J (psa) k1 psu I J (psi) 
p~au ~ (psai 

0 bbe..ra /D (bharu) /®. bhari 
(bA&rau) (bharai 

W sa w .su Li) si. 
sau sai. 

e..re.. ura iraPI A aura 1=4 aire. 

'f'ish'-based sibile.nts 

Zischlaute auf' 'Fisch'-GrundlaGe 

/"'... 

fla U sU GiJ( X'" . Sau x Sei 

*

sara 

flara ~ 

Nua~us li~aturu will bl 
uen on tha lied pa~e; 
likevise lIua~Ul picto9~ 
of ~ich ·tb. San,krit naaes 
U-I und 111 reh", 

Sri x 6J"'a. 

Zahlnichc Zei.chenvench;;e­
zunqan finden lieh auf der 
nichsttn Seih; 9le i.chfill, 
8ildzc1chan, clann btnsl::rH­
Jj,, '19'\ als hbus clilllen. 

32 Ls a mIef the Bcribes say no d1fference betyeen r and 1, ra - la etc. 

28 

29 

31 



Indue Seript Deeiphering
Kurt Sehildmann a 
Bonn, 20.09. 1995 Phonetic Signs " 

u i 
aecess to eigne 
Zeichenzugsng

It ie elear that texts showing35 IV a-v1 r% avi (2)
three or more well-known . signs avss-va ~ but one or two unknown or uneer­ 'V 
tain ones should be discussed. kar-tri t\ 111 kar- triN\A 	 1An aeeeptable reading at a later lcar-tri /'t kar-tri \~creator 

40 date csnnot 	be exeluded. AY 2 }r'\ 
The s-u-i-diaeritical system .;Q. lll! H-ri ß hI 

could also be hidden in 


u 
Numerals are a marvelouE phonetic 

prs . w pru U1J pri means in the field of rebusl There 
. are bro · r lIIore equ1valent signa

45 prana lT( pruna 11 I I prifla for numht;,re 6 ,"·ti \I 1 , 	 .11 

~ ~ ~A"'" 2 (/ ' y 7 i~1/ ~~ 
i pra - na ,\ imploring, Ligature 	 8 "4' //I! 

..t~ ~, 

The a-u-i-system 1s rather in­ 3 '" f ,I t 9 C"4 111' :: Llr'-'complete, shoT1ng merely.an a-1-	 10 ~:~~ + I 1.0 ::f
" ~ 111 /1

-opposition, in the following 5 'f/ - I 
50 	

30 ~ ci> -T }
easesl ( 	 )nouns and rebus thereof 

Rebus is 8 marvelous phonetic means
f:::rrt I:laha 1u=f mab i (eepecially in the eaBe of pictograna) 

55 to recover more lerical material ofCD agha 	 ® aghi 
the language in quest10n that is 

~ ava ~ avi more or less homonymous. The rebus 
use thus eonfirms the l exeme sss1g­ya 	 (yi)<./ q ned to the pictogram. 


60 (ja) ji
~ Ligatures of phonet1c eign&! 
pas ß pi~8~ ~ sara tris :;:z:. w

R san .;f sani CJ tri-k~B. i"eS. 
f'.-..IU65 H~e vowels (usually word-ini­ tS kar-tri


tial), that iB voealie syllables 
1 

··'YO
tri ti-ya
without 1nitial stop, have their ~ -t-y

sign as in the ease· of a- ( , ) 'f na-tri


/:"'- 2
and u- ('i' ), but i- yet not. Q nA.-gna /l'-9

70 	
1However, i-initial ~ords have ) 111 1(/

been made readable under S1.1mBI i~-tri1-tri1 

whieh provided a final -i in a n~rt:I sja-reva
preceding word; cf. the eases of 
.i-bha 'elephant' (in a pietorial ~ ra-ye 11 <> 

75 bilingual), and .i-psu- 'desir­ 01~ Bha-u, Bhü
ing'. Other i-~nitial words are 

pie to~rams: indu 'moon' C) e.nd )1<. nu-ne. 01' 

irina 'dese rt' % 
 ligatures conaisting of Fictogr~ 

plus phonetic sign .80 

Sub line 27 of the preeeding paee @ aha-tri 0 III
1 

"e ha~ irajila F;i lBJ kumbhi-aba-tri U 0 111 
eorreetly constructed 

85 by means of f I ra plus _ i GD sve.r-dha 0 -+­
Lige.tures t~et are construct~~ by ® aha-pat 0 {]J 
merging 2 phonetic signs are one k:umbhl-ra U 11~ thing, another .thing e:-e veriant 

'1fT i t1ngs. Here seme of them: CIRCLE plue phonetic eign


90 .& [I eindhu- ra , & eindhu-ra (l5 UmejU -me 10
U 11 kumbhi-ra,e!J kumbhi-ra TrllokajTri-loka --rO"f 11 u-ra, u-la.,p{ CU'8.'. ula yo'li a ... re, a-ls, 	H BIa, ala IW!pajdvI-pa 


I={
95 ~ pattrajpst-trs 0'fO 

26 
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InQ~s Script DecipheringKurt Schildmann vi, va etc. 
Bonn, 21.09.1995 Pictography 

Skt •• Sanskrit access to 

There are traces in the Indus Script 
pointing to prehistoric high-level

5 writing devices, e.g. angular/corne­
red signs refer to males and to hard 
consonants, while rounded signs refer 
to females and to soft consonants; 

The idea is rather proto-gram~ 
matical where hard bodjes are~ 
given hard consonarits and soft~ bodies soft ~. 

1 5 

25 

35 

~ 

INDU o 
45 

KAVI ~ 
PRA§NA ~ 

'owl' means' J e 6th' , 
via sandhi established: .~ti was said. 

'IDoon': indu means also drop (*tear) 
and soma. Daily 1lI00~ lagging of 1)ocakes 

a symbol for lagging behind. 
'planet Venus' and 'wise' 
so in Sanskrit; the fig-tree-leaf, its 
contoursfdeseribe thetplanet's mo~e~e~td as seen ro~ tne ear h, a year ot ,tl~ . 
'arm lifting' the picturl stands 
for Sanskrit iyak~ 'tD i.pIore, long fort, 

Pictograms in phonetic use 

V 
55 ""Ir 

va LJ 

1J 
'1Y" 

'bird' (= Sanskri t), diving 
Skt ••eaning vi - 'vithout' is the begin­
"ing of ab out 100 Indus-text phrases. _
'*bird; cf. Skt. va 'blow 
(~f. wind) *fly'. An adaptation of the 
vl-Slgn, by in fixin9 the vOllel -a - I, In 
ease of two -a inflxed, it denotes I-va, ava, 
in a few cases also long -2 - va 

IE • Indo-European pic tograms 

aj a n 	IE *aga- Iedge, blad~ (1) 
in rebus used to denote - _ 
SH. 2ja Igoat l , ajan- 'drivir,g' c.t(. 

(a)sva n IE ÖKW- 'rapid ' (cf. Skt. asu) 
and 'sharp' (Lat. aeu-t-): in 

Indus texts specialized to denote sva­
'dog', andgeneralized phon. a~ in virya. ­

, _ , lall, every'.
IE angWen , *female breasts,anja® milk/eream/bu+ter/oil' and then in 
rebus phonetieally generalized anja. 
·f. NH~ (. bermanJ anke f. 'butter'. 

ranj a "ffi The previous (§) vith infixed 
ran:"'a 

L 
-.V 
T ~ 

ar.ka CX' 
~. 
anga 

word-ini haI ra. U j!: here used 
to render ranja and ran2a, both • 'eo­
lor" then in rebus phone ,ieally generali­
zed as in the ease of u-ranga 'serpent'. 

Sanskrit arika 'lIIark 5c9n', is an 
improved adaptation of tne jbove
anja GJ by a partly (final angullJ:r

draving evoking the hardened eonsonant; 
Together ~ith the seeondary spelling 
anga it ~as 	phonetieally generalized. 

:::-a tha ..<V'I IE/Lat. rot(h)a 'liheel, ehariot' 
co.kra W ~ in Ipdus)texts and in Sanskrit 

I @ 

i~ ) 

mi ( 
ma J € 
ni ~ 
nai 

na ~ 
I 

nu o 
nau 

sva~ 

gnaA
&y 

!j-9 
l' 


ratha 'lwar ehariot' a~ears so~e-
titr:es more realistic @ t.:.a9 or with 

prefixed eomple~ent ra-, .raratha Il~ 
to ensure ratha-reading. In rebus also 
generalized, e.g. as in an.artha 'dis­
advantageous', or eta 'lall and order', 
But the IIheel picture covers also eakra 
, eirele, cireling, turn, lIorld-wheel'. 

ereseent • the augmenting moon, ren­
cers Skt. i~ 'inerease" phonetieally
generalized many term~ ot i§, i~, i~a,

alsa, -1~ soundlng. 
waning moon and Skt. 
and It mi- 'to diminuish' (ef.Lat. minus); 
of course phonetieal~ generalzid • lIIi • 
an adaptation of the preeeding is and/ 
or mi, mainly of lIIi. Thus the lrnport­
ant phonetic 	value lila vas obtained. 
rrefixed before nouns it is la-la 'IY'. 
Iran. dial. 	naya 'arroll, reed, flute' 
(. IE/Skt. *narda) was here see~ingly
borrowed by 	 the Indus-valley seript 
lakers. !t appears only phonetieally 

. f "\.. generalized.d t o. •. .a a a 10n
'Re pr~ee~Ing nl/nal, wlth the slgn 
·a' infixed (cf./the similar procedure
in the case of vi va above, 1f ~ ). 
IE and glQbal nu, nu-nu denpt~s the 
breasts of a young woman, including
suckling, baby (~~ in Chln./Ja~ ten­
no 'eelestial C~11dl • e.peror J. nu in 
rebus generalized 10 denote terms 

~ sounding nU,nau. 
Il *sve-l- 'spiral'. 
c • 'reek *hFelik-/helix helike 'spiral'
The initial part of the fE spiral-term, 
nalel! sVa-, Skt. sva vas in rebus 
avai ed to serve as a phonetic sign. 

the pietura of ~ vulva/vagina Cnot the 'V' 
SUlerian triangle/mons venerisJ .eans 
in ons Indus text aetually a goddess
not speeifieally nalled. In reous( as pho­
netie value, it appears in (Skt.1 na-gna 
'naked' (naked eorpses of criminals .. ) 

vi 
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First List cf Pictograms, Logograms, Ligatures 

. pafica .---:--\ deha body, 
~ JAHI ~oman 
.rA...... ~ife 

~) jani~ 
~ ~ARA, nara 
'A. Vlale, Vlan;,-,! ~AKTIDHARA 

1 

idem 2 


3 


4 

/\ spearbearer 
AvfX DHAHVIN, ASTRI 
'A l/ are her 'bOl/man 

.M-, BHARIKA 
U/1 0 porter,earrier 6 

~ &ABDA elo~d, t 7 

LJ "IJ l/ater-g1ver J 

~ K-DURGA, other 8
mD name for Uma 


'oddess Uma, eon-9(i)f 	 sort Qf Visnnu 
~ A andt or ~hiva 

I )' U-Ila 


.f, Bha-u, Bhü, 

~ Bhumi Earth 11 


t!J bhu, Bhii ete. 12 

Vi-i~-Qutf) 0 13
'od Vish~u 


, Si-va
-9: 11 !iod Shiva 14 

r'hero RAMA }

2ß: bOIl-breakerE 

A Ra-ma, 16 

I1 J Rama 


avi 
 sheep 17
~ 
u-ra sheep 18
111 	 cf 135 

aja goat


lr1 a-Ja. 19

I 
 E 

..:/ L u-k~a ox~ull 
I D buck husband
;; sind~u river 21 


. 	 sata-s1ndhu 
Indus valley <>

A 	 f! sindhu-ra 22

V elephant 


R sindhu-ra 23
/.:/ elephan t 

2) III ~ pi_ru_s(a)24 


elephant 

~. gau, go­

.eoll/Kuh 

~' COI/-dralln ~~r 26
 

J =- ty® c a ~ra 27 

~ ~ sara arrol/s 

.\..,.....J sara- aiiga 28 

~ anga 'tool' 29 


later sarnga l 

~j = Vishnu's ) 


shooting bOIl 

'?' ~ u-ranga . 31 

I \.:.X../ snake cf. 134 


i ~ crescent , 32

) ge t strong 


mi wani ng Mon, 33 

(	 ge t l es s 


ne ll lIIoon }

~ 	L _ 4
@ a-ma nO-/1Ioon 3 


AI'. indu moon
o drcp, tear;\.'~ 


~ ma~a bean/ Bohne 36 

U haI f Dloon 

( m ()C (I r71 ä s ) 

y 	tri three [111 IJlllext~nred 73 


tri~ three 
 hasta hand, 75

111 and suffix -trU) ~~ } 

; ~ 
help, five, CQI"e 

74 


L' triloka ~ 5 + 5 < 10 76
Cf) vorld, universe 39 


16 
vt' dasa tenl zehn 

I' tri2-k~a } \V. 	~ tri-dasal 77

homeland 40 


~ 30 gods, divine 
. 	 'sam-tan } 41 

~X eontt~e~t, t......1?' tri-dasa f. 78 


\ reglon v!> 30 gods, divine,:$

Q s!ra sea, oeean 42 
 W 	UlflKA,'HUKÄ 79 
sara 	 pover . ~	 0111 deathEQsi fish, Sk'-Monsoon43 asu 	UlUKAIlatsya, mina fish 

<I) sri b 44 '"~ rapid death 80 

~' eautYb t'f I "/ .,*VAIS bird 81 
, 	 "'n eau 1 u 1)- () :.a-:>l ~~ for saerificing·,-..x:x: hare-star 1I00n 45 
 rH-aina, Skt. }' . 

~ 82
ß.. SuO dog 46 

,.JL, Svan dog 

~ .... !;- 47

-1' L sva property 

;";\ sva dog 48}
U~ 	a-sva horse . 
'ur 1t:e.k'w OS 49 


a-~va horse 

I t1 La.t-. e.qUUf 50

{lf as-va horse .' 


su-n(a)ka 5~ 

~CX;, li tUe d ~ g 52 


su-anka Id
5t- f su-nl bitch' 5 

l, du~- i11 b2d evi: 54 

~ ~ du~-tn2 


'1;:1 := ~ 't' dzughter 55 

-- .c a-k~i-na- 3 56 


I J. t .,( ? 2xe-,3 _ 
t2:l ....... J rr 1"1'1 


I ß i" . . . - . 57 

ro.r I' ~,t h " ax e.(1llv1

00 :~a ma l e, 'he:o 58 

cf. 136 


~ k ,t k' 59 

~ ~l ' lr.~ 

D 	dhäna II E21 th 60 I 


r-f dhanu~ bOIl and I 


_' lIeal th 61 


I 	 >v~ su- tc so~! 62/1
/' /.... S oh~ 1
 
~ su-t 2u 2- sons (


\) &:) tllins 0 f Rall\a 63\: 
1 


1\ 11/\ GIRI j;lou.1tains ~ 
!..YY- \ ud-GIRI IU Gi.l ,~ 64 I 

~ _up the roountain 65 i 


eva-bIn 56 ;

I'i 	 ' :<1tJ dOlln the mountaln I 


r--..F. carana ~' 2y goino ~:

1/ ...... cond uct ' -67 : 

t::K- ~yl cara~a- 68' 
-pra ti-c 2rana 


r.\i go to & fro 69
GiJ gotra S~2blel ! 

ri1I\ go~ t.ha~ 7 0~ 

UuJ cOII-stable, falllily): 

~ rava roaring ~
crYlng . 

19 tJ ra-va 

j 

~ 71 

11 roaring 72 


syena­
eagle, falcon 

rl, . 	apa lIater, off 
y (headllater ) 83 


I)) a-pa idem 84 

si-ra apa source 


n at and, then 85 


ab, anta end 

IJ ata-ta abyss
i><' cara- 1II0ving 

v{ cara-cara 
~ lI\oving q~ickly 8§ 

aha day( -time)o 	L' @ 3 da~s 89 

@ ra-viI sürya /sv90 

~ surya/ravi/sv~ 
. IIV" ra.vi 91 
sun 

11' I catvara- four 

~ catura quick, 92, 

. I dexterous 93 


. cf .19
o aja-chattra 
~~ umbrella, sym- 94 
c bol of kings hip 

11 . ~ 95 

,,~ old, old lIIan . 

2 leos and staff 
.~ se,) ~ Scct~n1 " 96' 
)' 	 , .sOll l 

,.-:,. ,r 97
J: 	1) S2-va corpse 
~ (singular)


ci> ~sam-tridasa 98 

pantheon, all gods 


..... 0 ~JAHA desert, 99 

A loneliness 

'1~ cl ev er head, 100 
y physician 


~/ mi tra friend ~ 101 

~ (-tra = traya- 3) 


Jt trä-tra 102 


I~ prot ector, shephrt13 

.:.--- cf. tra- Protec' 
IJ? shepherd 103 


punae but/aber 

backllard 104 


a-punar 


'1 back again 


'l, 
105 


J L lover haI t 106 

107
~ \\ ~i-ra head 

IJ] 

@ 
8 


I v.

1,S 

pat sinking 108J 
•aha-pat


afternooOes~ 109 


pat-/pas- rope 110 

and in rebus 


8 a-ta-pas 111 

. not penitent 

~, eara~a na 112 

'I/f" nQt. ~r~ .eed~n9 


,~ 	aboi:eärana" 113 
vnv mOVlng about 

r:Jlll apa gotra j
~	 av~y frolll home 114 


,)) ~ cf. 70 11; 

~a-pa gotra 


itl Jlana soul, spiri t _ 

~ liana-llana souls 116 

1\ karanti 


t 

/.~ they vork 117 


=up.Per conJunction 118 

~ast elongation West 

~ lo~er conjunction 

c::P planet Venus 119 


VIHAYA air,

? abospher~ 120

W Vayu< 1I1nd 

.~ irri gation 17' 

ly .........plävitalll

~t<Ü inundation·. 122 


flood, deluge 

\lU Prl- love 123 

. prI-na-ya
up Omake rejoice 124 

I 	 ., 1<. (,1 robhT {Jet

[...J,.', . 

;"! \.;.~ ' I t,h ; ·i·L.\., •.,125L.J r L.-C r. ,,: \."3t l 

/ AJRA field 

~ land ed pro: 2. 126

«7' perty' 

sas-karillan
\)0 i '6 achvi- 127 
~ ti es permitted 

to a Br2 hma n 

~~ eioh t lI\arks 128 

/'y\C.'.I zstc:ang2 

/ \ pla n ~i I'enus 8-64-512 


584 129 

~,~ rc-y3 zealous 

V H-55 0 ' 11 

~ S2m-Sama-na
r;:' paci ficaticr,130 

. 1.', -742 II p54 

o-ro ~, ukha- face 131 


)2 a-h- erayer 132 

_ ~,-713 IIp45 


~ daru- tree 

13 )W 2nd gencrous 


0):\ sar-p2 snake, 

;R " serpent cf,3 r 134 


t' II--r u-ra-nl elle 135 

cf.18 


' 11 vI -ra hero 136
r t cf. 58 




LC tography 

CA few rebus cases are listed at the end) 
:::>.F ­

60 tff(b DURGA, wife of Vishnu/Shiva, the 
~ more terri ble al ter ego of the 
lL/ Goddcss Uma Vvi 'without (head)1 

~ the bowbreaker Räma, Rämäyana 
?; wo man J A1( I<:: her breast~ throl/O over 
~) , "t her shoulders 
~ woman,with cOffiplcment, jani~l.~ 

65 }:: man, NARA 	 . 

Grnphs/pictograms witt 
unknown meanings in 1995, hll '2000 part 

('A * 11 5. 1 	 All these signs occur only once~lear ~ They occur in partly translatable 
*97·7 texts already eontained in CTIT .~ 
,*192.2 (Corpus of Iranslated Indus Texts).db on the page and in the ~~etiontJ., *10).1 stated, e.g. ·119.1; -97.7 ete. 

There are ~ore signs of unknown
*69·3~ 	 lIeaning in al!lbiguous Indus texts

~/;<' * 11 8 . 3 no~ yet accepted in eIn, I guess

f ( men (= pl.), NARA-as 	 :
" 

CFn{ 
\ 

* 107 • 5 sOl!le 20. The rar ~ or~urrence of 
signs vith unknown lIeaning seeas;t1 spearbearer, sAKTIDHARA " gp *100.2 to indicate that they e;erge out 

Warcher/bowman, DHANVIN as-tri1 of a huge background of seribal,lj *91 .6 
activity so that seal-readers 

<1j1:® charioteer, RATHA-PRASTHA . *108.7 at the 	 tille of Indus civilization 
70 

IQ 
could be expected - experienced~ 	 instructor/teacher, DEsAKA I ,~ 

~.\ porter, BHÄRIKA . ft = swl. man 
~ messenger, *nara-catura 

(rebus of catur 'four') 
I~ man under umbrella: king, RÄJA 

1? ? enemy, ~ATRU, cf. *119.) Z75 
prisoner, s~KkLA 'chain'~ , 
lame man, KHANJA~ 
*water-giver cloud AB-DAffo 

Iß\ 	mountain, A-CALA or GIRI 

80 up the mountain ud-GIRIrP 
down the ~ountain, ava-GIRI~ 

a withering 
~ desert, A-JANA, IRINA plant 

garden, field , AJRAffi 	 Q OY 

clan, house, 	 family, GOTRA moreC]w boxes• • r <=LI) pot, sacn.fl.ce, KUMBRl 
IUf\ Cl cf. kumbhi-ra croc~dil e 1 0 

f>< moving, CARA ~ walking, twn by 90 

{:><;. conduct, way, leg, CARlilJA 
. 


.~ encl.rclS' .. : j'RR;i-CARANA 


*204·9 in reading 2nd vriting as they 
~ *147.1 lIere - to knoll their .eaning. 

The Ibackground docuients l ~ay*102.1iß have been suitable leaves of trees 
~ *102.9 (cf. Skt. pattra Idocumel1t, leaft) 
V probably ~entioned under 197.1)
-f *58.6 t that means: writings on perish­

(!b *119. 6 	 able materials. Some 'books' con­
sisting of less perishable ,ate­
rial may have survived in some

*110.8~ . monastery of Tibet incidentally
:{ *124·7 not burnt dovn by Chinese barbari­

ans. By the way, the origins of 
*124.2~ the Chinese script is extre~ely 
*63. 1 - primitive as co~pared with the .~ 

Indus script.
*102-8 

In CTIT, I h2ve in most ca ses rtf *81.5 subilitted a proposal as to the&
I 	 *84. 2 : [;2 rür,g 0; !r,: ·" sig ~ S I. ?'ese2 i ­
tl' l(- 01 ) chers are invited to 1il2ke pro­
ll\\'-" 1 • poso 15 0 f tneir ovn. I vi 11 co["­

X1 *85.1 red ~ y trGnslcti ons in the li Q ~~ 
~ * 0 •. 5 of bEiter insi gr-,t and hop~ to . 
~ 9 succeed in doing so. Indlan SCf10­
';.... 	 * 124.3 lars \lill cert2inly be able to 
}-, 	 ~. ake v21u2ble contributions. !!,cril' 
,'(\ 	 * 1 21 . 1 . - . 
j;!1 	 th2nk:; in adV 2i,ce. 

90 	 r:-~ .ploughiI!.g, HALA; HALIN, -~~~y I .';j *68.2 Chronological specubtions, f~x-
~ _ \Y"~' I f; *10).4 ingsin cbsolutetime,areshll 
V .......... inundation, flood, PLAVITJt.K . o:::l prH,ature. SU9oes!ions lIill be 
/".J 	 1'2l:J *6 4) ~ 
l imploring, PRJ.sNA, IYAKS : : • gather ed 2nd brought fO~\lard cl . <? .., 36.7 2 1c \~ r ii ;;.e. Vcrious plctogra ;::s 
~~ t e DA- RU 	 .''I (.J\ hGve not been löentioned 

r e, 	 .!;:t:i *7). ~ cage ? ..
e.nd däru I generous I 0 . -' as yet. Denvahves oj 

:oY .. , .~ turn by 90 t) *75.2 the p12net-Venus-graph are ~ 
;00 tear/Trane, tsRU ;::;l r<> ·arya Iguy stupid guyl(non-Indus:­

and a-sru-ta lunheard ~ *12).1 tribes probablY called thelilselves 

/>h wind, air, VÄYD t *76.1 aryasl. The Qr2~h $' is be~ie-95 <Zd~ 	 and!n mandala '1I'hirl-,;-:' :; d -+- *58.5 ved to ~eGn stn Inoble lady. 

Planet Jupf(er deified (sometimes ~istaken for the Supreme Universal Spirit), the Allocator, Yistributor, Kevenger, 
Chief of the 30/33 ~ods: his most archaie global glyph is the square ~. 20 times 20 • 400, round of 3999, resulting 
from 7 (his basic number) t49t343 • 399 days of his synodic year. Later called Bhaga ISustainer l , Maya BAK • Jupiter l 

and 14001• Main partner is Mercury~ his Messenger. Partners are also farth/Vishnu (5) and Venus/"A§ita (2) ~ 

http:sacn.fl.ce


K~~~ Schi~i~ann, S~L 
pho:1e:ic sigr..s and 1 iga t~~:-es'i~eissdornwe5 9' L:'s~ cf 

";)-') -; ;77 3cr..:1 2 
,-,

23.C2.1995 . ~"/'I..A. .l..v.. 1\\ 
*!<:ak, ka-ak >Kr', pa '. 

pas 2 .... " ,/, ' 
rau/1E-u 

-1 ka '(\} pad iJj.. 'oJ> 

' f- :: :j a ri/li 11 \Ia \,./ /1a-gh_ • E-f katL ~ pu, p u ~ai/ lai
agha 0 k~, 

a. 
a-ghi • tp ,- k l, · ka.l u.; pi, p 1. » 

rsa ~ aghi cE' U ~ ~.: 
a!1a 0 kar 1\ 

~-

pra a va tfpru, ur u tJ.3./~aha-tri (3 
"l.' ~- P 1 u, - P 1 a u 10.· 

· rkar a 
'-; 

Ii':",a-ja ,,\. i 1'1 va-vakur, k ur U ... '.,' ,:(
;:l. d\ :­ja '1\ pri, prai J.1l.Ikir, kari ~10 a-va o ~ 

a-ma c5j : J . .J- . pri-~a tWksa LI . ';0ama sva ~4::Wn. r·,." ' I V'Ja~nga ~. ., a-svapsu w0. tsJ~v ksu, ks u a 
, • L/Vsara-anga 

' k a. ba .n vi ~k Sl, s l ~ = sär:i.ga 
a. ) 

if 
Vishnu' s 'DOW bai v 1. 


anka c: 
 ... '-( bi, 11 
pS' 

ga L-­ 1/l)"vi-gaI I:15 a "i bha L/ Ia~ja) (]J gu, g u, go 
Vi- is-nu i/JeaJ!1a . a.a f\. > ~:;. r. "''' ~I~bhara j;J, tJ ::I::' - . gl, g 1.ra~~a) © vi-s'lan /j'(,1;" . bhari ~ lanJa . ,. :>. - "" '1 ' .' a '1.r) Vl-S1.-Va (;X~ Vghaa-pa 

~ 
' ))

, bhu , bh"... C-': ~1!; 

a tJl .11' ,ghu, gh u \..h· b' a. I f , apa . ~; ')) 
Sei :X - :)". i I iJ l, n 1. ­a-pl .;... , ~~'20 ghi, ghai V sa-a t .....'\. ,...... ,.bhari-tri fu 1/ , as si-a t _x ·F:; 

, , v:;; .~ ~ as-va t 'Lf Bha-tL 0 sara \.......-' c.:. :..I
ghra /'1/'0 , • I Ca-sva sara-anga ------" 
ma- ' j ' .j-- ~ as 

, - ••.!~cak:ra ® 7C 
sa.rngama-l!la ?J 9as-va /1111\ 25 see ra tha 

11-6' Vistnu's bowa-sva catura I111 R ma~ iJasu .J' aja-cha t tra \\\, su ~ a ~I. mu, m u ,­ , J. .:"at si -..x:::: li... , .. .:;cara IX a. (I)ata .,:..x... ;",.../!Ili , m 1. Si-va 1b;:ca~ana i)<',I >~Za-ta Je· " .11)<Y? maha 
~. 

S rl ;A'1~a-tu (,,y 
mahi lr,1~ja n 

sva ::I~'\ J(2Dava tr r9 
mi-i5 ()JANI f. s'la-n I;:~a-va 'tf 
is-mi X ) ( a-va -V lif 3S" 

jani-is f) sa L0G­
avi ~ a ~Itf a-ja -in lil ya <> ~u, s u 1105a-vi 

a. i .; ,ya-ra ()u <1> 
L.~_isi, S lta, tha /I~<u f f9 . 40 yi !> i'2~ 

a \VJ 80 
tu, t u0 

u-ma ([) 
so. LJfIra/laUma 11' , ;-1;. a ~ '"'lI(u-na y L(­ t l, t i .l.rJ -11' S2l!i.ra-va 11 tF

u-ni 
rava ~triloka Cf)'y'OO s~j nu-ranga I 

I r: 
u-ra Ra-ma 11 .9 '(li ytJ 4> tri-ksa '1'''6 sar (a), s ara;;Z" 

170u-ksa .(')r ~'fRama 0:? B0 

sar-va Y; Uda 55 2:; rathaindu 61sva, svadus Ei t.. 
v 

Ü<) artha L @sindhu 
rta Jdus-tri =iis ) si~d~u 0 t<T\~n_artha '® lnc.u L-Ji~-;ü ) ( r eiha l'so r':'MZ' 1l!;1su I'I~la) y \:::::1 ranga) (j.,)" .+ :p 

,~-ridha-trilra t=i langa 
• ';tIcp. ye 5, (7:Jr. ~ - '~q. ('>lI ~ i!:tL li i i ra-ra ~,l'!1a 

b.ni [ on.u 
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