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HOMERIC SCAMA NDER, SIMOIS, TROY-ILION & LYCIA 
vs. SKAMJA-ON-THE-NAROVA , SÖÖMOJA, VTROJA & LUGA-LAUKA 

• original in the English language: 

https:/Inew-ctymology.livejoumal.com/381 082.html 

• in the Italian language: 

"TR OJA" TRA ESTONLA E RUSSJA? 
"\ 

• in the Russian language: 

HAPBCKAJl BTPOfl 
I 


ftUCiV.. tO 

HOMER Ir I. TNE B.öLTlC 

WHERE WAS TROY? 

Felice Vinci identified the Gulf of Finland with the Homeric wide Hellespont (following, among 
other indications, the guide by Saxo Grammaticus). In his search for Troy, Fel ice Vinci exp lored, 
however, only the northem shores of the Gulf of Finland- given Homer's indication of Troy's 
location as northwest of the sea (/liad 21.334-335)--considering that trus rcference was made 
with respect to the wide Hellespont (the Gulf of Finland), and not the Baltic Sea as a whole. As a 
result, the southem coast of the Gulf was cxcluded from the search, and emphasis was placed on 
the village of Toija in southwestem Finland. Kurkelanjoki river was identified as Scamander. 
The village of Aija/a, located 7 kilometers downstream of Kurke/anjoki, due to a consonance 
with Greck aigialos - 'shore' (YlaJ..o~, gia/os in modem Greek), was taken by Felice for thc 
former coastal strip of the times before the presumed rise of the land by 10-15 meters. 

https:/Inew-ctymology.livejoumal.com/381


Regarding the name Toija, Felice considered that it might be a distortion of the original Troy 
(Troja), due to the rejection of double consonants at the beginning of words in Filmic languages. 
It should be note<!, however, that Finnic-speaking peoples drop off the first consonant, and not 
the second one, in the borrowed words (i.e. Tro ia should have become ' Roija', not Toija). Also, 
the placename Toija is widely present all across the different parts of Finland (there are more 
than 10 Toija's in FinJand), which indicates that the name Toija is original in its form . 

As for Aijala, it might be that this name was not related to the hypothetic former coastalline: 
in Finnish Aijala is, litera 11 y, "the place of thc god of the sky, weather, harvest and thunder" 
(A'ijä is one of the names ofthis god in Finnish mythology; -la is the place suffix). 

Also, the coastal line in Finland (hoth the current one, and any previous one "before the sea 
ran away") - is rugged and has almost 110 sandy beaclzes wide enough to accomodate a fleet of 
"1200" ships of Achaean coalition. Thus, it is of interest to have a look at tbe southem coast of 
the Gulf of Finland, which is, on thc contrary, plcntiful of such beaches. Particular attention 
should be drawn to the Narva Bay, with its more than 20 km of sandy beach on both sides of the 
mouth of Narova river - where one can very vividly imagine the landing of a huge flotiJla and 
the construction of a long defensive wall: 

SCAMANDER. SIMO/S, TROY-ILJON and LYC/A vs. SKAMJA-ON-THE-NAROVA, SÖÖMOJA, 
VTROJA and LUGA-LA UKA 

In the search of the place of Homeric l1ion by the wide Hellespont, one should first of all pay 
attention to the distinct morphological characteristics of the river, adjacent to which the Trojan 
city stood. As the Iliad informs in detail, 

.. . that broadest and deep-swirling river 
the gods call Xanthus, but all men flame Scamander. (Iliad 20.73-74) 

When the Tro.ians reached the ford across the Xanthus, 
lovely swirling rh'er bOn! olimmortal Zeus, 
(. . .) He crammed 
halfthe Trojans in along the river, 
trapped by its deep currents and its si/ver eddies. 

They fell in there, making a huge commotion. 
The noise roared down along the I1ishing river banks 
amplifj;ing the din. Men thrashed aroulld, back and jorth, 
as they were slicked down in the current screaming. 
Just as fire drivesflights o.flocusts to seek rejitge 
in some river, when the tireless flames attack them 
in a sudden Olln/Sl! and they sink belmv the water­
that 's how, faced with Achilles ' attacking charge, 
a confosed ITUlSS o.f clw rio ts alld men filled up 
the deep and swirling waters ofthe river Xanthus. (Iliad 21.1-16) 

The 'broadest', 'deep', 'deep-swirling', 'sucking down in the current' - these are defmitely 
not the characteristics of the river Menderes (Turk. Kara Menderes, 'Black' Menderes) near the 
excavation site of an ancient city identified as 'Troy' by Schliemann in Asia Minor in the 19th 
Century. It is neither broad, nor deep-swirling: 
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in photos: 10w and middLc Menderes 

Also, Kurkelan,ioki river identified as 'Scamander' by Felice Vinci in the South-West of 
Fiinland, near to the village of Toija, is neither broad, nor deep-swirling: 

in photo: Kurkelanjoki 

In the middlc of the southern coast of the Gulf of Finland, however, one finds a river ideally 
fitting the description of Scamaoder in the Iliad: the river of Narova (Narva), tbe broadest 
among all of the rivers of the southern co ast, carrying tbe waters of all rivers absorbed by lake 
Peipus, furtber into tbc Gulf of Finland. The upper Narova bas an incised cbannel 150-200 
meters wide, futber broadening to 300-400-500 !TI wide. The river bed is fiLII ofrapids, the slope 
of tbc rive~ is 0.5 %0. Tbe prevailing depths of'the river are 5- 6 meters, in whirlpools - up to 9­
}} meters. 

J Sec hnps:l{water-d.rnlBo/lllLlc o61>ek-ru/1183/Hapn8 



in photos: Narova, its rapids and the two ancient fortresses on its banks, fac ing each other: 
Narva and Jaanilinn 
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Tbe Iliad also teIls that Scamander periodically overflows its banks: during the battle, 'The 
plain ( .. . ) was all full o f flooded water" (I/iad 21.300); and, after the defeat of Troy, Scamander 
will demolish the ruined walls with its flood (lliad 12.1 7-22). Considering that the battle takes 
place during the period of 'white n ights ' (the amphilyke nJlx, tbc "dimly-lit night" at summer 
solstice) allowing the battle to be fought uniterrupted lty for two days, without a night break, 
these descriptions are very consistent with the characteristic floods on the Narova river. On 
average, tbe annuaJ spring floods of Narova commence on April 2 and end on July 9. Surge 
fluctuations in the water level at the mouth ofthe Narova river reach 2-3 meters.2 

in the photo: aspring Hood in Vask-Narva in the 1920s - "it was possible to move around in the village only 
upon the special lifted pavements or by boats '" 

Book 12 of the Wad, in the description of a huge flood that shall wash away the ruincd walls 
ofthe defeated Troy, also enlists the rivers which contribute to the rise ofthe waters: 

... Poseidon and Apollo decided 
to destroy the [Trojan] wall byflinging the rivers at it. 
oll that run ji'om the mountains oJ[da to the sea: 
the Rheslls, {he Heptaponls. {he Caresus and the Rhodius, 
the Granicus,. the A esepus. the divine Scamander 
alld the Simois (Wad 12.17-22) 

In Asia Minor the river of Granicus (calIed Biga now) tlows 60 km east of Hisarlik, directly 
into the sea, and thus cannot ioin waters with Kara Menderes traditionally considered to be the 
Scamander, where Schliemann's Troy stands. The nearby river (identified as Simois, but never 
called so) is also not afi1uent of Menderes. Nor are allV of the otber rivers mentioned in Book 12 
ofthe Iliad present anywhere near to Hisarlik. -

If lda hiOs are identified with the Luga-Lauka highland, however (see map attached), there 
are multilple rivers that flow from these hills into the lake Peipus, and eventually all feed 
Narova-Scamander, wruch is the only river outflowing from Peipus lake into tbe sea (into the 
Gulf of Finland - the wide Hellespont). Indeed, Narova ovefloods frequently. As regards tbe 
river names, one should start with the largest river feeding lake Peipus - riv. Velikaya, on which 
tbe city ofPskov stands. Velikaya translates from Russian as 'Great' river, rio ' Grallde', whicb 
may weil correspond to Granicus. Heptapol1ls might correspond to river Keb '; Caresus - to Kira 
or Cereha; Aesepus - to Issa; Rhodius - to Rietupe; Rlzeslis - to Rika - all being the tributaries of 
Velikaya. Hepta-porus could also correspond to the Estonian river of Opt~ioki flowing into the 
lake Peipus. 

However, these are distant rivers, and the above coincidences may well be random 
consonances. Let us first of all pay attention to the Narova river itself and the areas c10sely 
adjacent to it. 

5 




N 

T 

GULF OF FINLAND 

BevafN1rva 

The Narova river, flowing from lake Peipus into the Gulf of Finland, starts its waterway at 
the village of Skatnja (CKUMbR, likely meaning 'a sandy, scummy or foamy bank ') on its eastem 
shore. Almost immediately after Skamja, Narova meets tbe Söömoja river (Söömoja, from 
Estonian meaning 'a feeding creek', or 'a swampy stream'), also called Vtroja (BmpoJl) - name 
preserved to nowadays (and also thc name ofone of the villages on its banks). Hydronym V/roja 
is common in this geographie area: e.g. Utroja river is one of tlhe tributaries of Velikaya river 
further to Pskov; Udria creek is flowing directly into tbe GuIf of FinIand 15 km west of tbe city 
ofNarva. 

Tbe three names, Skamja, Vtroja and Söömoja, are euriously reminiscent of a eombination 
oftbe three main place names in the lliad - tbe Scamander, Troy and Simoellt (Simois, EI}loet9 
- not found logether in such combination anywhere in the world! 
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Ironicallv (or bv means of preservation of the historie memory?). on the IIikelv site of the 
former sacred l lion (tbe alternative name for Trov used in the lliari). in the villaue of Skamia. a 
white-stone ehureh of Saint Eliiah was ereeted. On the opposite bank. in the village of Svrenets 
(Vask-Narva), a seeond white-stone ehureh of Saint Eliiah was built. Together thcv formed a 
kind of sacred \·vhite I1ean "gates" at the souree of a mighty river (rnarked with two crosses in 
the map of 1938 below) : 

Therc was a kind of rivalrv between the two villages - the ehurehes of both settlements were 
dedieated to the vrovhet Eliiah. and thev both eelebrated the feast of their saint patron Elijah for 
three days in early August (HflbUH deub).4 

There is also a eurious ootential eonnection of worshiooing Eliiah to that of God LU.f!. about 
whieh Feliee Vinei wrote in Chaoter 3.4 as f01l0ws: " ... the Celtic summer festival known as 
Lughnasa. dedicated to Lug. a god and hero 01' Irish sagas. Of the four main feast davs in the 
Cclüc ealendar (one for each season). Lughnasa. on August 1. whieh became largelv a harvest 
festival. was originallv dedicated to the king. good govemment. familv and marriage. soeial 
welfare. The fact that this feast is celebrated in summer emphasizes Lug's solar. or ApolIonian. 
features. whieh leaD Markale claims have been "far too ignored: his name means whiteness. 
lizlzt: in frish epos he is referred to as a solar, radiant hero, who never really dies, but rises every 
morning." 

Interestinglv, name Loz is comoarable to Icelandic loza - "to burn": Old [cel. IO.f! - "a flame, 
light"; Est. lake, lokke - "a flame, bontire"; Greek },zuK6~, levkOs - "bright, glistering". . 

And Eliiah. bv name. resembles the Greek Sun God. l1AIOC. Helios. Comoare further to Votic 
eliä. Fin. heleä - 'bright. light' . etc. It is likelv that the Christian Eli iah has its roots in the oagan 
religions, continouslv brought forward in the rural eommunities, such as those of Skamja and 
Vask-Narva up until the early 20th eentury. 

Aceording to some rescarehers. before the adootion of Christianitv in Russia. Pernn's Dav 
was eelebrated. which then beeame called llvin's Dav. illcoroorating manv ore-Christian 
traditions. The image of Eliiah the Proohet. due to the similaritv of funetions. organieallv 
reolaeed the Thunderer Perun. The idea that Ilva "rides across the skv in a chariot. thunders and 
shoots lizhtninz. is chasini! a snake". is not a Slavic innovation. A.N.Veselovskv cites the 
ooinion of the Greek researeher Nikolai Politus. aeeording to whom some features of Zeus and 
thc ~un god f/elios passed to the saint Elijah (thanks to homonymy, thc presenee of a f1ery 
chanot, etc.) .' 

jt ...~~ •• • IUI .. ' ... U. ~.... '~,..1 '-&fDt.1 • 1 ...~ ~ "",.,,~nu'.~ ....'III.'" . ~J'_'~' ...."",,~u .... ,~n....... 'W4 See 
5 See 
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I could run mvay 011 jootfrom the wall elsewhere, 
toward the lleian Plail1 , untili reach 
the gorges oflda and hide in the bush (lliad 21.557- 559). 

Although the name of lleian Plain could derive from the name ofthe city (llion), it is curious 
to compare the name of lleian Plain to Rus. el1al-lb, aflGl-Ib [jelan', alan ') - "a low grassy place, 
convenient for pastures and mowing"; Fin. alanko - "a lowland"; Tatar aRaH, aRaHflblK [alan , 
alanlyk), Turk. alan - Ha lawn, a clearing in a forest". (\ 

Primitive hunters and fishennen began to settle at the sourcc of Narova river alreadv 10 
thousand vears ago. The sites of the ancient human settlements were found by the archaeologists 
also near the village of Skamja . 

It is also known that there was a Russian {ortress of at least the 14th centurv. called S kamia. 
"The exact location of the fortress is unclear. but it is assumcd that it was located in a olace 
where it was most convenient to cros§ the river. Most likely, this wooden fortress stood at the 
mouth orlhe Vtroja River" [Söömoja]. / 

Exactly opposite to Vtroja estuOlY, in Vask-Narva, there stood a Livonian fortress , also 
attributed to the 14th century (Neushloss, Nyslott) - tlms, ' copying' the situation eloser to 
Narova's estuary, where the Livonian castle of Narva is faced by the Russian fortress of 
lvangorod (laani-linn). 

in photo: Vasknarva castl e ruins. 1935 

in drawing: Narva-linn castle fac lDg Ivangorod (Jaanilinn) c10ser to Narova esluary. 

6 The poss ible stern ward: Es!. , Fin., KareL, Livon., Veps. ala, alla, alä, alaz, Erzi a, Moksha al, Mari ül-, Udmurt ul, 

Selkup. jl, Hung. alu - "below. under"; Turk. al9ak - "low"; Turk., Azeri alt, altl , altll1da - "und er, below", 

Compare further to Holland, ItaL Olallda, (= the Netherlands, literally, "Iowland"; !tal. Paesi Bassi) - nevertheless, 

etymoJogists prefer to deduct a ditTerent etymology for Holl and. 

7 See • - .. Iß.o 
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Presumablv. the names (V)Troia~Trov. Skamia~Scamaoder. Eliiah's place~llion. 
Söömoia-Simois - could have been used as mere indicative. identifvinJ! in the Homeric epie. 
been the loeal weU-known placenames at the source ofNarova river. at the important point of the 
ancient trade waterwav. The Homerie fortress Trov itself (Jet's caU it "Vtroia-2"). most likelv. 
was at the site of the current Ivangorod-Jaanilinn (on the eastern bank of Narova-Seamander. 
as lliad infonns us). while the Homeric Simois was the river of Plüssa (Iet's eaU it "Söömoia­
2"). the eastem tributarv of Narova iust above Jaanilinn. The ancient Homerie ford was likelv 
locatcd on the rapids between Narva-linn and Jaanilinn, where the river ' dries'its rapids in July­
August. 

As for the Troian baute. it likelv took place on the olain betwecn Jaanilinn and the old sandv 
coastline of the Gulf ofFinland. the olace of landing of the .. 1200" ships of the Achaean alliance, 
gathered from all thc shores ofthe Baltic (elearly described in the Cata/og ojSlzips in the Wad). 

The reason(s) tor the war was(were) (a) the abduction of Helen. marriage to whom gave 
roval powcrs to Paris and/or (b) the control over the ancieut Amber Road (the HellesJJoll/) ­
wh ich also brought an immense wealth to Trov (not the eopper mine near the Finnish Toiia. 
assoeiated bv Felice Vinei with the wealth of Trov). However. the reason was ratber the 
abduetion of Helen: as Feliee very justifiably states, thc Achaeans did not even leave a military 
garrison in Troy, after its conquer. 

"Lycia", the mait, ally ofTroy, and other allies 

The frequeney of mcntions of Lycia, thc ally of Troy, is immense in the Jliad. In The 
Mycenean Origin o.fGreek MytllOlogy Martin P. Nilsson states that ·'The passaees where Lvcia 
and Lvcians are mentioned are too numerous to be eoumerated". Tbis even led Andres 
Pääbo to loeate Trov itself in Lveia in Asia Minor (The Jliad and evidence thaI manv details 
aboul Troy and the Trojan War camefrom ancient Lycia).R . 

The region of Lvcia in the Asia Minor (Lukki or Lukka in Egyptian. Hittite and Ugaritie texts 
of 1500-1200 BC) must bave gotten its name from tbc name of a river - Lycus or Lykos (Greek: 
AtllWS), which was a common name for Greek rivers, so this must have been a lost name of the 
rivcr Xanthos (today E~cn) in Lycia. Yet, Lycia in Asia Minor is very far from Hissarlik and tbe 
Asiatie HclIcspont. 

AU tbis makes one take a closer look at tbe regions and rivers adjaeent to Scamander­
Söömoja-Vtroja-Narva. Thc second largest river after Narva, along tbe Southem eoast of tbe 
Gulf of Finland, all the way between today's Tallinn and St.Petersburg, is tbe river ca lied Luga 
(in Votic - Lauka) - witb its lower valley loeated just 15 km east 0 f Seamander-Narva estuary! 

Scamander-Narva was an important waterway from the Gulf of Finland (Wide Hellespont) 
via Peipus lake to Tartu and Pskov. Likcwise, Luga-Lazlka (Lukka~Lycia) was a no less 
important ancieut waterway eonneetion of tbe Gulf of Finland to Novgorod (using onland 
dragging passages of Bolshoi Volok and Ozhogin Volocbek to the rivers Kiba-Msaga-Selon' 
lc-adiug to tbe lake of I1men - see maps below). Tbe rivers of Scamander-Narva and Lyeia-Luga 
were like twin brotbers, located on the strategie trade crossway, witb many prebistoric 
settlements on tbeir banks - and DO wonder tbe frequeney of Lycians mention as the most 
importanl allies ofTrojans in the //iad. 

lndeed, early in the text of tbe Iliad the Trojan side is described as "Trojaus and Lycians"; 
later Homer adds the "Dardanians" (allies that hurried to belp from Tartu? or from the castle of 
Tara west ofNarva?). 

As tbe matter of fact, also many of the plaeenames identified by Feliee Vinci in Finland 
sounding like the otber allies of Troy, as well as tbeir commanders, and otber Homeric names, 
can be frequently found on tbc Soutbern coast of the Gulf of Finland. Below are just a few 
examples, merely along the coastal line, westwards and eastwards ofNarva: 

~ Sec htm:/Iwww.paabo.caIpapcrs!pdfconten1!l.html 
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• to the west of Narva: Askala, Pada, Päite, Tamme, Toomika, Käva, Kabala, 
Moonakiila, Aseri, Eisma, Aro- Vainu, Rutja. Kavastu, Idavere, Päide, Antküla, Aresi­
Altküla. Aresi- Vanakiila, Metskulli. Abaja. 1 st Millenium BC castles of Tara and Kele, 
Allika spings, estuary of river Purtse, island of Monis (Mona) next to Tholis; lda­
Virumaa (all the north-eastern area, wbere Ida means 'east, eastern') etc. 

• to the east ofNarva: villages ofNiso, Pjata and Pagoda, castle of Koporje (KapOlje), 
village of Babino and its same-named lake and swamps, river of Sis/a, river and village 
of Kovasi, villages of Sipilä and Tamengont, and, of course, the immense lands of 
Karjala people, commencing at the ancient border along the river Ses/ra. 

Many of these names are actually repUcas of the place names in the South of Finland, as 
this was apart of the same domain. Per Edgar Walter Saks9 studies, the names in the South of 
Finland were given by migrants of 'Kogela culture' from the Northern coast of the Gulf of 
Finland. For example, Askala just to the west ofNarva, according to Saks, corresponds to Askala 
and Askainen in Finland, and represents the 1 sl Millenium coastal settlement "weil known for its 
seafaring activities".lO 

Compare Askala to Ascanius, the leader of a contingent allied to the Trojans (Wad 2.862­
863); Käva, Kabala , Kaporje or Kovasi to: " ... had just arrived/ from Cabeslls" (Wad 13 .363­
364); Karja. Kaljala (Karelians and Karelia) - to Carians, tbe allies ofTroy; Abaja - to the Abii, 
"the most law-abiding of men" (Jliad 13.6); Aro-Vainu, Antkiila, Aresi-Vanaküla or Aresi­
Althila - to Arisbe; the 1 st Millenium BC castle of Kele west of Narva may correspond to Cil/a 
(Killa) , Apollo's shrine; Päile - to Paiso, the native town of Amphius, Priam's ally; village of 
Mo on a!..iila, or island of Monis (Mona) next to Tholis - might correspond to Troy's allies 
"Maeonians, who bad been born under Tmolus" (Wad 2.864-866); Allika spings to thc west of 
Narva, now anational spings park - to Alybe, "tbe birthplacc of silver"; Niso. Pjata or Pagoda, a 
few kilometers to the east of Narva might correspond to the Lyrnesslls and Pedasus in the Ida 
area "plundered by the Achacans" (Jliad 20.89-92); Babino lake and swamps might correspond 
to Homeric Boebeian limne ('swamp'); river Sista, flowing into the bay of Kaporje, or 
river Sestra further to the East - to Homeric Caystrius, Cyster ("And as the many tribes of 
winged fowl, / wild gcese or cranes or long-necked swans / on thc mcad by the streams of 
Caystrius", Iliad 2.459-463); etc. 

Compare also the first suitable river estuary of Purtse just west ofNarva - to Percotes, place 
of the alternative landing of Troy's ally, Iphidamas, who "Ieft bis fine ships in Percotes / and 
reached I1ium going on foot" (Iliad 11.229- 230). 

Narva-Luga interfluvial zone - the center 0/an ancient civilization 

"The bistory of archaeological study of the Narova-Luga intertluvial zone dates back about a 
century and a half, but the systematic search for archaeological sites of tbe Stone Age tbat began 
in the 1990s showed a truly unique concentration of such objects for the eastem part ofthe Baltic 
region. The systematic searches and study of Stone Age - Early Metal Age sites in the Russian 
part of the Narova-Luga interfluvial zone, began in the mid-2000s. To date, 86 archeological 
sites have been recorded here (64 on the Russian side). Obviollsly, not all objects have been 
identified. But tbe resuIts obtained allow us to speak of a ullique cOllcentration oftbe remains of 
ancient human sites in the entire region of the Gulf of Finland". 

See Monuments of the Stone Age of the Russian part of the Narova-Luga interjluvial zone; 
St. Petersburg, Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography, Russian Academy of Sciences, 
2019, pp. 8, 26. 

9 Edgar Walter Saks (1910-1984), a historian and the Minister of Education of the Estonian govemmcnt in exile 
(197 1-1984). 

JO E.W.Saks. AESTll. An Analysis o{an Anciel1t European Civili=alion, Montreal , 1960, p.254. 
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It is noteworthy that section "Landscapes, geomorphology and paleogeography" of the 
quoted scientific digest, hypotheses of repeated immediate significant rises and falls of the sea 
level are mentioned . At the same time, it is reported that not enough research has been carried 
out to accurately reconstruct maps of the fomler coastlines in the Narova-Luga interfluvial zone, 
with an allocation to different periods. lt is also noteworthy that the scholars do not mention the 
well-known hypothesis of a gradual slow rise ofthe land over fhe sea level after its release from 
tbe glacier (an outdated theory?). 

Back in the 1980s, it was proposed to carry out additional extensive excavations in addition 
to those already commenced, for the lvallgorod (Jaanililln) Neolithic site: "The cultural layer 
reaches 2 meters in some places, and the presence of remains of various structures in the 
layer was recorded in a number of areas; the chronological range of finds obtained as a 
resuJt of named studies, is extremely large" . 11 

156 ,i'cJatuJl!HA'l1 

~~-
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in map: medieval fortress of Ivangorod (on the left) and the more ancient archaeological site to be explored (to 
the light) 

11 RegardJess, in 2019 the Russian Academy of Scienccs declared the Ivangorod Neoli/hic site to be ... "incorrect ly 
included in thc lists of protected monuments of archeology" (1) Sec pp. 153-162. This reminds ofthe story ofCape 
Okhtinsky and the ancient Nyen fortress and even more ancient settlements in its pIace in the center St. Petersburg, 
which impede /he commercial developmen/ oI/he respective zOlle: "The conclusion ofthe Ministry of Culture of the 
Russian Federation of I Decembcr 2021 states that there are 110 grounds for creating a full-flcdged museum-reserve 
on the territory ofthe Okhtinsky Cape, where unique archaeological Jayers were previousJy discovered, 
inc\uding settlements of peopLe from the Neolithic era, early metal era, fortresses of the 14th and 17th 
centuries" (111e ' groundless' grounds!) See: 
hUps:llwww.rbc.ru.·spb szI 1011 21202 1161 b30afE9a79479db364a90a"?from=lrQm main 6 
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The excavations on the Estonian banks of Narova river are led by the team of Aivar Kriiska, 
archaeologist from Tartu University. One of thc recently excavated settlements near the Narova 
river, dates back to the Stone Age (2800~2000 BC), another is presumably to the Bronze or Iron 
Agc. "If we also take into account the cxcavations that we, together with our Russian eolleagues, 
conducted on the other side of the Narova, then there are more than 60 such settlements in the 
lower reaches of the Narova," Kriiska specifies. "Aneient people densely populated the lower 
rcaches of thc Narova". One of the sites was excavated in the center of the city of Narva, near 
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" ... The main discovery of Kriiska [in one of the last excavations near Narova] was that 
wooden buildings cxisted on the territory of Estonia as early as 2800 Be. "Before, the oldest 
structures found in Estonia were dated back to around 900 Be. They were diseovered near 
Tallinn. Of course, this does not mean that there are no more ancient buildings. Perhaps they 
have yet to be discovered," notes Aivar Kriiska. Two buildings were found - a house, a "farm", 
and a small stmcture. ArchaeoJogists say that farmers lived on this site, whose genetic code 
coincides with the code of peoples which inhabited the lands near the Black Sea at the same 
time. These are the ancestors of modem Europeans, including Russians, Belarusians, 
Est.onians." 1J 

In Riigi (Riigiküla), near to Narova estuary, the 7,000-year-old human sites have been found. 
"Givcn thc location, the nature of the finds, and the fact that more than 7,000 years aga the 
seashore was literally a couple of hundred meters from Riigiküla, scientists suggest that the 
discovered settlement was onee also a fishing village. At the moment, archaeologists know more 
than 500 ancient settlements on the territory of Estonia. Tbe settlement in Riigiküla, aceording to 
Kriiska, is interesting because it is here that the history of local ceramies originates. ,,14 

12 btlps:llrus.postimees.ecJ4670460fpod-narvoy-nru::halis-rnskopki-poseleniya-karucrmogo-\lcka 
13 https:llnJs.delfi .eelstatja/78R94218/ foto-v-rezu Itate-raskopok-u-n3rYll-vvesuu -scldan Y-\la7.1tnye-otkrytiyn 
14 hIlPS:/lrus.err.eellll 0593/vozle-narvy-vedUlsja-massh13bnye-arheologichcskic-ruskopkl 
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'The reason for such a dense population of these places in thc Stone Age is the presence of 
/wo /arge rivers, Narova and Luga, as weil as the sea. "At that time there was a lagooll system 
where it was easier for people to get food. It was unexpected that the ancient settlement was 
found not directly on the bank of the river, but at a distance from it - this indicates that the 
inhabitants of the settlement were also farmers," Kriiska explained. ls 

15 https:llwww.seti.eemodulcs.'newslarticlc.php?storyid=102441 
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..... The importance of the Narva cu/ture is weil known in archaeology. Ceramic production 
called the Nmlla culture testifies to the advanced production techl1ology of tbe local population. 
There is also a little-known fact - in the excavations of an ancient archaeological city in 
Northern Ttaly near Rovigo, items made of Baltic amber were found, dating around 1500 BC; 
their processing was caUed NG/Ila processing [by similarity with amber items found in 
excavations near Narova river]. In the laboratories of experimental archeology, directed by 
Mauro Cesaretto, tbis Narva proccssing technique was succcssfully used to obtain the same type 
of chipping that were found on amber during the archaeological excavations near Rovigo. This 
curious connection brings us back to the UIlCiellt Amber Roud [which brauches passed 
through Narova and Luga)."16 
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Kalju Pattustaja 

kalju.pattustaja@gmail.com 

16 Ülle Toode, Giannj Glinlli. La Bella Elena di Troia indossava I'ambra? httm.:l/www.ilaliaestonia.orWsingle­
post/ la-bella-elena-di-troia-indossava-l-ambra ; Gianni Glinni is an ItaLian philologist who trans]ated the study 
Hobevalge. Sulla rolla dei vel/to. deljzwco e deli 'Ultima Thule. by Lennart Meri. Estonian anthropologist and 
historian (1929-2006). 
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