
IX CABALA AND ESOTERlC TRADITIONS 

Few subjecrs have caused more spilling of ink than the Knigh ts T mplar. W ith th ir "pre­

Tempi r" symbols an d eson:ri c im ag ry of Jerusalem and the world to come, ehe T ucson 

Artifaets provide arnple grou nds for sllspecting a link b tween th ir makers ancl rh Chris tian 

order of "figh ting mon " that arose in Fran mree centuries later. Th Knights Templar 

share si milarities wi eh our Jewish soldier in aeting as guard ians of th aer d Sites in Jerusalem, 

in knowing oE M rkabah mysti ' m, in having a mi ütary organization, in engaging in 

international commerce and banking, in pursuing the arts (i ncludjng notably (he buildiJlg 

3m ), and in dabbling in Eastern phiJosoph i .. 

t us content ourselves in spe dating about ju t o ne "pre-Templar" conn ction , ehe n ine­

peta l d white rose carved on Signal H ill along with th monograrn Rand a soldier standing 

guar L fu it happens, the very same 5 mbol is embtazon cl o n the banner held by a Roman er 

Byzantin Tolt c soldi r depicted II a Mi rnbres bowl ( e p. 232) . 

There wer nine bran ,h , or worlds, in the ,abalistic t ree. Ni ne was th nllmb r of the 

dragon. A nine-petaled flower in Rosicrucian donrine ombined the four arms of the ross 

with the fi v perals oE the rose. In some -a t rie societies, nine fl ami ng petals, or wh el , of a 

lorus, represent d the cosmic f1 re within the body. Ln P rthagoras' scheme. which wes m ueh 

ro Vedi and Brah manic Ire, there were nine degrees of wisdom . 

In Judaism with its elaborate system of gematria, the number nine corresponds to Tet, the 

ninth letter of th Hebrew alphabet, where it represems hidden good (T V) . The T almud 

teaches, for instan e, if one has a dream in whid1 one sees the lett r T t, it is a good sign 

because d1e word tov represenrs that lerter's fi rst appearance in th Bible, wh re that ward 

"g od" is spaken by God of the iight, separated by him from th da rkn S5 (Gen. 1:4; Baba 

Kama 55a). N ine was a s ci t d with Adam , th fi rs t man, wirh p rfection, completioll , <trace, 

the life to come and ehe Seal of T ruth . The number eigh teen , co mposed of the rwo letters 

spelling the word chai, meanin li fe, which reduce numerologieal ly to nine, a lso had eno rmOLlS 

con equen e in Jewish li fe . M ultiples f 18 re still eOll, id r d good luekand ften used in gift 
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giving. T he word tob appe-ars more d lan onee on the T ueson Arti faets, eadl time in conneetiol1 

wirh the Temple in Jerusalem. 

It is worth recalling that the firs t tex ts of the Cabala were in me hands ofJews of Gaul &om 

eomacts \-vith those of Babyion in me early ninm eemur)'. T his f.1.ct was reported by Hai b. 

Sheri ra, gaon of Pu mbedita (9 39-1038), and anributed to Natronai II b. H illel, gaon of 5ura 

(ca. 795-865). C ould this be linked with Jews Jiscoveri ng Hebrew wri rings near Jericho 

around 795 (see V.l . "H omi ly on t.he Temple ar Jerusalem and me M ourners for Zion.T 

T he symbol ism of nine is underl ined by Jewish arriwdes roward the N inth of Av. T hjs is 

me tradicional date when the T emple was destroyed fol' the fi rst time "on a Sam rday evening, 

ar dle end of a sabbatic1.1 year, when a wateh of the famj ly of Jehoiarib was on dury, and the 

Levites stand ing at their poscs \-vere si nging Cl psalm" (The Book 0/ Legends, p. 143). Ir is also 

the date of the destruct ion of the Second Temple by me Romans in 70 CE. T radi tion tumed 

whar was to outsiders the worsr day in Jewish histor)' into a good da)' (Yom T ov), a harbinger 

fo r the rebuild.ing of the Temple by the devout an d a better life ro come for all Jew". 

Whya rose? Soldiers dlrougbo ut the cemuries and in many cultures (no tably medieval Arab 

generals) have marched to ba nners displaying the rose. By me time of ou r Romans, the BibUcal 

"lii)' of the vaJley" had become a rose in general coneeption. T his was the case in most 

fabbinica l writings and certain ly was true of the Zohar, a fundamen tal text of the Cabala. , 

rieh and abundan t symbolisrn had gathered around the rnystie rose ver}' un like its lattt'r 

C hristia n Jssociario ns . In Ol1e trad ition, the rose srood rü r the sweet-smelling garden of f-lowers 

and spiee trees planted between the Tem ple and th e Wailjng W all for the pleas ure of the Lord, 

wh ieh wOlll cl be rebuilt along with the Temple in the M essianic Age. 

But the real overlooked secrets in me T ueson An ifacts are probably of a more prosaie nature. 

o ancient and medieval people, wriring was a sacred cra ft. O nl)' the eli te eOlild read and onJy 

th e Jearned could wri te. C harlemagne could no nei dler. In his day, scri bes and engravers were 

part of a ti n)' anciem caste rrained in esoceric mal1:ers. T hey rook pride in rheir work, ohen 

leaving their name., in colophons or sigla aod boasting of their wisdom and soph istication. 

Lettcrs and words wcre considered first principals of the ulliverse, or elements. T he u tin 

alphabet was named für the midd le (hree letters of L. M Jnd N. T he leITers of the ogam 

alphabet were named for trecs, each wi th magiea! properti es. 

Lerrers also funccioned as oumbers. For ins tanee, A in th e Ltij) alphabet, alpha in dle Greek 

anJ aJeph in the Hebrew, sLOod for (he Ilumeral ODe. W ords an d names eould be resolved by 

gemtlma or nu merology ill to a single va lue (I ACOBUS = 53 , i.e., 9 + 1 + 3 + 2 + 20 + 18). 

W ords , letters and numbers were sLUdjed mystica lly as codes reflecüng the intervals or rarios 

bet\",een sounds that produced harlUoD)'. 1n order to reBect dle highesr standards of rhe 

composer's eraft and speak to (he ages, J n inscription bad to be perfeet not only in points of 

gram mar and orthography bur design. Ir had to resound wirh the principals of science and 

prove mat the audlor was weU sdlooled in the knowlcdge of the trivium (gramrna.r, rhetoric 

:m d logic) and qltadriviurtl (arith meric, astronomy, rnllsie and geometry). To prove to other 

e.xpercs exa mining it that it was genuine, (he scribe often put in seU-:"verif}ring or sel f-eerti ~'ing 
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n acr ties, telesti ,word-plays, mathematical puzzl . 3nd codes. The seien e of recognizi ng the 

signs of th is concea led proo of auth nticity i called cryptology or cryprallalysis. 

n 

h 

.t 

l, 

T he Bri ti h, Welsh and Irish w re ry fond of word-plays and flu m ric ll coincidences, 

wh ich hey wo e into in cription , ve es aad riddl . Even the m sr ga rden-variety spul hral 

inscriptions often contain d mind-bending eer t corresp nden s. D avid Howletr, an rutor 

of ehe D ictionary of Medieval Latin from British ources at rh Bodleian Lib rary al Oxford 

Universiry, has ca reflllly plained rhe mIes of rhe gam in his srudy based on cll usand oF 

Romano-Bri tish sampies. His srudy contains chapters on inscriptions in Gr k, Ara mai e, 

Hebrew, Arabic, Welsh, lrish , O ld and Mlddle English, Old Norse and Allglo-Norman Old 

French. 

A good e:xam pl of these conventions applicabl to ehe Cala lus Cro 'es is an rd inalY 

graveyard swoe ehat came to light in th excavation f Roman York in th foul1dations of the 

York Mi nster in 1969. Ir is a rypical R man epi ' ph consecrating rhe spi ri ts of the departed in 

the underw rld (Dis Mani bus) and memorializing Anto nills G argilianus, a prefe t of rhe Sixth 

Legion. In usual fas hion , it names not the date of h.is dearh (which was probahly in the first or 

sec nd c ntury CE.) bur the number of years and months he lived. ome epitaphs memion 

ehe number of days rh per on was alive, showi ng how deeply ancient, pagan people cherished 

ea rthly Iife. As in other inscriptioD , rh is oe gives prominent pbce to [he one who 

commi sioned eh grave marker, G aro ilianus' son-in-Iaw, Claudlus Plorentinus, a decurion 

(caval ry officer). " he entire La in text o nta ins 20 words 55 syllables, 118 lerrers and is 

translated by H I rr as foll ws: 

n 

L. 

DM 

[A]NT GARGILIAN I EQV 

PVBL E[X PRjE( ] EGVlV AN LVI 

M VI CLA FLORENTTNVS 

DEG NEREIVS 

n 

T o ehe piri ts of th deparred 

O f AnroniliS Ga rgilianu . of the equestrian order, 

Formerly publie prclect of the sixth legion. 

He lived fifry-six years, six momhs. 

Claudius f loreminus. a decll riol1 , his son-in-Iaw [ rected the mOfl umentl. 

Howlett lays bare th 

comrnen tary: 

beauty and p rfecd on of this terse epitaph with the followin<> brief 

T h r ar six word fr m IVl to VII, of which the larrer is [he six th word from [he end of 
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tbe inscri ption. The l1umber of s)'llabJes, 55, is olle less than the number of full yem 

A ntonius Gargilianus lived, 56. Thc nwn ber of lerters from j ANTONII ro VlXIT j i5 

57, one-half more {han 56.5 years he lived. From j V1X1T ANNOS LVI to the end of 

the inscription there are fl fty-six lerters. I n the rwenry-two- Iette.r alphabet thc value of the 

name GARG ILIA NVS is 7+1+16+7+9+10+9+1+12+1 9+17 or 108, wh ich coincides 

with ehe Dlnnber oflerters from jANTON U CARGI UANI to the end ofrhe inscriptioll . 

The vaLue of the name CLAUDIVS is 3 + 10+ I+ 19+4+9++ 19+ 17 or 82. FlOm 

jANTONII ro CLAUD IVS j there are eighty-ol1e len ers. 

Coincidence or design? W e suggesr the makers of the Calal us Crosses possessed so me of rhe 

same age-old crah and training. T he G reat Cross (l Aß) exhibi ts a considerable degree of 

planning and seoet symbolism. Certain nam es and wards in its text are emphasized in a way 

on l)' possible with the fl uid syntax and dictiol1 of aris tocrarie C1assica.l Latin. 

T he crosses' length compared to wid th is 45;30 cm or 3;2, a proportion known as hemiolill 

or sesquia lter. As prescribed in medieval tracts by Martianus Capella, Boemius, lsidore and 

other authors, the hemiolus is one of the highest o rders of muslc and arithmetic, if not the 

highes t. T be three rap squares represent the dupluJ ratio (1 ; 1) , measucing 10xl 0 Clll. The 

bottom prong works Ou t to the mean ratio of the golden section, a proportion prized since 

P)'thagoras. 

O n lA there are 68 words (22 plus 46). T he middle word (34'1l ) is T heodorus, thc mos 

noble person com mernorated on it, whose name also appears in the center of the croSSarms. In 

the rop panel nami ng Jacob of Brittany and Albion, T heodorus of the Romans alld Israel of 

the Seine P rovince of Gaul (22 words), the rnidpoim of the text occurs bet\.yeen the name 

ISRAEL a.nJ CONSVLES "co nsuls," the tide (hey share. ISRAEL also happens to be the final 

ward of I A. Five num bers or dates add up LO 2220. T hc tota l 'Nords as weil as SlJ m of Jener.> 

on panel I writteI1 across the top and panel 2 written transve rselyon the foot of the cross 

represent the proportion of hemiolus, whose numerologica.l signifka nce is 5, the same as that 

of ehe total words (68) alld the flve sections of the La ti n cross. 

I n the lower verticaUy inscri bed pa lleI, the center of attention is occupied by the words 

Nullusj auro, ernphasizing the victors' boase that they held all their caprives to the requi rement 

of providing a tribute of gold. T his seems ro bave been an im ponanr point, one mistranslated 

or overIooked by previous commem ators, some of whom have daimed the line was nonsense. 

In [he next panel (l B) me emphasis &lls on manll jflrti, rdcrring to Jacob's "st reng band: ' 

anomer virtue that seems a natural poim of honor for a mili tary colon)'. Other caIculations 

---uld surely be made. T hese are onl)' me most obviolls ones. 

Arri fact 3AB, also alaun cross, shows a similar regard for m)'stic proporti ons. The length­

to-width ratio is I 1/3:] or 4:3, sesquitertian, also k nown as epitritus, while the secrions of the 

head and crossa rms, instead ofduplus, reHeet the exm~me ratio of t he golden section (. 38197). 

T he.re are 95 words (69 + 26) with sections in a mean ratio, aod the 47'1< or middle word is 

COEPIT <' began," which consorrs ver)' weU wim thC' theme of Ab Ovo, "from the beginning." 
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Crosses 4 and 5 are ehe sam size and proportion (.72) . M uch coul be said about thern, 

[00. For insrance, th t p pa nel o f 5A contai ns 44 words, of which (h middl· or focal point 

i uirium I Beniaminus ("O f enormous suen gth \- Benjamin"). Benjami n is !lamed at the 

beginning of ehe inscri ption. T he keme! of his mini-bio is his strength in building the walls of 

Rorne, a feat that deserves bei ng remernb r cl five hund red years frer his d th. 
O ll. There are only six w rds on th Al bion Cross, but it symmetry also seems significant ifwe 

om expand the fi rst line as L[euitae} or vi t s. nly by assigning 22 I teers to the top half and 23 

[0 the botrom, 45 al ogether, can we xplain the line divid ing [h e two and connecring 

h odorus and lacobus as h ir nd uccessor. Otherwise, wi ch the words Romani pr()l!ehimur 

Ithe below, the inscription would be lopsid d. So this resolution seerns [0 prove thar the 
e of abb reviation L was a sign under tood by "those in the knmv" as standing for Levites, or the 

vay ke pers o f th temple. an important division ofJews. 

Another symmetry is observed in Cross GA. H re there are six words Of names in the fi r t 

ecrio n, several of them not spelled out bur undersrood (Sacru m. Leui tae. I raeli tae. Judas. 
Beniami nus. I aeus), fo llowed by si ..... words in ehe correspond ing s eti on (in English, "In 
mtmoriam, DiscipHne Conquers All Oli er"). 

Par from being gibberish, the T ucson C rosses represenr im pressive pie S of de ign. T hey 

reveal a profound knowled e of Latin com positi 11 , nu mber symbolism and ar ith m ric. 

1. Decree of King Pepin Mentioning the Romani in Aquitaine 

lmc' Pepill, Ch lrfemagne'sfathe,~ was carejid to reward with jpecial grants emd p rizJileges the Jews and 
nal or/m' Romani who heLped him ttdd back Aquittline to the Frankish k ingdo m. He gave them express 

trer protectioll against rivaf claimrm ts to fiefs muarded to thern, a weLL tlS al!owing them the ll rlusunL 
o collcessioil to keep spoils ofwar wh ether these wn 'e ltmds, tit/es, slave.I, p eopfe 0 1" booty. Article 10 in 
hat 

Ihis capitu/ary applies the' doctrine of"penonalif)' oithe law, "whereby Rnmllni (most oithe Ocd tan 

peopte as weLf os the Bret01lS andJews livillg in the eities) fell under the Rornml lall! code, Frallks 
rcis 

under the so-caLied Salic Imv, and so forth. Since the lands ofAqllitaine were beirtg reco7'lqttered 
~ent from the Afuslims these carl'lpaigm took on the character ofa crlwlde lllith the Latil1 cross ctm'ied as 
I ed 

Ibe army's standard and adopted by CO lh'crip ted garrisons. As the fo rmel' duke and his SlIpporters 
se. /lad bem in rebeLLion agllinst the Fm llks, Pepin transJen'ed most oftheir tides andproperties to the 

~d ' Romani ./rom Orleans, Lyon, Ar/es, Nm'bonne, Toul.ome, Brittany and elsewhere. Charlemagne 
ons 

abolished the office ofDuke ofAquitaine. The /a1-gescale remaking ofAquitaine, Sep timania, the 

Auuerg1'lt. Provence and Toul.ou.'e o ver severa! generatiom tifficted numerous ecc!esiastical prop erties 
th­ lind tithej~ as weil as all tolls and taxes, Fur Dver a ce"fttury, c!Jl./rehes aT/d monasteries had been in 
rhe 

ruin 01' decline. Afany bishop rics were to remain vactlnt The whole feudal jystem ofthe South of 
)?). 

France, where most of the kingdom ~. cities were located since Roman d,qs, went through an 
~ is uphettval. (Translated from the Lahn 0/ ap itularia regum francorum [768], ed. Boreriuj~ 
~g. " 

MGH. LL. VoL 11, H tlll0 ZJer, 1897, 110. 18, pp. 42-4.); cf Z uckermann, p. 83-85.) 
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Dccree of Pepin for Aqui taine. 768 

Here begin the decrees (ctl/i tultl) which our sire Pepin of good memory insti tured through 

council and which we wish to be preserved by men. 

1. That those chu rches of God whieh have been deserted be restored to the 
bishops or abbors as weil as mose !aymen who hold a grant (bmeficiu m ) therefrolll. 

2. T ha r those bishops, abbot5, abbesses lead a Iife under holy orders. 
3. T ha t whatever needs the bishops, abbots or abbesses o r other p ri est5 may haw 

from the properties of the churches rhe)' may retain in llndisturbed right, jusr J .'i wa.s 

instituted by our wunci l; and if anyone appropriate anYlhing afterwaIds let it be 
returned in its elltirety. 

4 . T hat as for rhose .vho are paupers they not take away mo re than ehe}' ough t to 
render by law. 

5. W hoever holds a benefice (land grant) fro m us let him toil and eultivate thefe; 
and whoever does no t wish to do ch is let him give up the benel:lcc and rerain his OWIl 

belongings. 
thell6. Whoever is traveling on a journey eimer fo r militalY purposes O f to a court 
wovheal·ing may take possession of nothing above rhei r d ue, unJess he can pay or pledge 


fo r it , excep r pasrurage, water and fi rewood; hur if there bc opportu nity for such let copi, 

110 one deny a stay. 
 .ioi/l 

7. If an)' man app rop riare or coeree auytru ng over and above h is d ue, at least as 
1I1a~ 

fa r as we are conccrned, let h im give compensadon th ree rimes over accordi ng to his Ebe' 
own law code. 

inß 8. If an)' mall appeal tO lIS lct him have the fi·eedol11 to wrne before lI S, and let 110 

1~1l C.ol1e detain hirn by fo rce::. 
9. CoJ1ceming those benefi ccs wh ich were our intention we desire that the same Th 

possess them as we gave them to before. 
10. T hat aU men shou lcl have theif own several codes oflaw (lex), whether they be Tm 

Romans (Rom;uü) or Sal ie Franks, and tha t if anyone sholl id come fro m anotht'r RJ 
province they jjve acco rding ro the law of rhei r own coumry (ptltritl). 

tlS 
1 I . That: all lay and seclllar persons who hold property of the church in precarial 

possession accep t it in mat way. a? 

p.12. T har whatever legal ou tcome our offi cials (miHi) along wirh the seigneurs of 
the land should dccide [0 aur benefir, Of better, to U1at of the hol}' chu rch, let no one b 
presume CO d ispute it. S 

2. Military Manual frorn the Ninth Century 

Some people ha/Je d ismissed the lead swords ofthe Tucson Arti/acts I'... ineffictual weapom beCtllN 

0/ fhe so/tness 0/the metal with which the] w ere rtltlde. Others, /loti flg nicks in the bitzdes, I'egtlrd 

them tJS re/ics 0/almt, lost btlttfe flught against an overwhelm il/g host o/indigenous stllJLlges. The 

truth lies complcte~JI eLreUJhere. Lead htu II hardne.u 0/1. 5 on the M ohs sade, iron or Jtl'eI 4-5, or 

three timtJ lflore. Lead htls tl weight ofabout4000 kg.lcu.m versus iron :\' lpecific grrwity 0/2100, 

or about tUJice t1J heaLY . 'XIi/fow tlnd slraw bdS tl htll"dness on theJonka Sctlle 0/560 (compare flcacia 
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1750) and is one o/the so/test woods. 

MedievaL military training employed swords heavier in training thart those ismed fo r batde. This 

t:lIsured that recruits would be able to handle the thrusting and slashing operations called for in 

ertgllgements witl. ease, as shoum in this contnnporary military rrull1l1aL The leaden swords fi"Oln 

the Si/verbelL fi nd do not show normal wetTr beeause trah /ees used them against soft straw and wood 

tltrgets, tlS preso'ibed ontaet 0/ a practice sword zuith ([ strrzw man as described by Rhabanus 

lVftlllTUS or Vegetius, would not !eave marks, especially os thrusting rather thau s!ashing was the 

object. The swords disc01Jered in th Si/verbell Roadfind were not used in batik They were practice 

sUJords 0/ the typical Roman army issue shetpe and size (gladjus) whose heaviness would have 

i1cmstomed boys to wield (1 reall·teel )'word with greater precision. The same principa[ applied to 

spean and hlls been knouJ1I to atMetie tminers sinee time immernorial The SWOrdji many marked 

with ,he imignia o/Calolus, were evidently uied in training and earried in m i/itmy ceremonies. 

The author Vegetius wrof,e a compendiwrl in late alltiquity that is the only surviving work on 

Roman military p ractices. The AngLo-Saxon Bede was thefirst to dmw on it. This classie text was 

thm revived during the arolingian renaissance when vario1tS clerics like Alcuin ostentatiously 

Uloue refirences to it in their correspondellCl' with the hig/; and mighty, and noblemen exchanged 

copies. A Vegetian concept 0/ leadership deveLoped amoug the CaroLingiam; tJ;zd it was one thaI' 

joined the miter and the sword NfiLitary the01J1 empha iud skill emd training more than sheel' 

Illtmbers 0/ men. Louis the Pious, Louis the mnrm, Charle. the Bald, Odo 0/the West Franh 

Eberhard 0/Friuli anti Eceard ofMacon all/Jod ('opies 0/ Vegetius. The emphasis was clearly on 

il1fontry i71 war; notions 0/knights and chivaby were olle to two centuries in the foture. Bishops 

ilnd other nun 0/the ehure}; rode a! the head 0/companies offoot soldiers--just os the king-priests 

Theodore, Jacob and /:;rael led their men. 

Around 840, Rhabanus M al/rus, a learned Cllrolillgian ecele)'iastic, p romised a work on m ilita,y 

lIi/llters to the king Lothair !I, the second son 0/ Emp eror Lothair J and Ermengarde 0/ Tours. 

Rhabrl/lus died Febm ary 4, 856 About 855, he deLiv red the incomplete treatise trnnsÜlted beLow 

as part 0/ tl larger religiolts work D anima to Lothair. It consisted ofan IIbridgement 0/Books I 

(md 11 0/ Vegetius ' Epit ma rei mil iraris linder the tide "FlatJii Vegetii Renati 0pl/j'culum Je 
procillCtu militil1e romanae. " Abotit the smm' time, Freculph 0/ Lisieux, 11l1other Carolingian 

bishop, addressed a eomplete edition 0/ Vegetius to the West Frankish emperor Chal'les the Bald. 

edulius Seo ttus excerpted the work. Tllking all this into aecount, it is not sUiprising ,bat the Calolus 

regiments' motto VOE came fi'07t1 a fashionable military manual 0/the türm stressing training and 

discipline. Oliver, tlS the cam pidoctor, drilled his soldiers aecording to alleient Roman praetices. ft 

was as esoteric an approach as Z en might be tOdtlY at West Point. As in Rhabtl1llts M aurus, soldiers 

lUere guards 0/ the peopfe and served the king. This theme is repel1ted~y sOlmded in the TUCSOll 

Artißlcts. Expeditiotlary }in'ees fi'01t1 Brittany, Francia and Gaul were j ustly proud 1'0 be eafled 

Romans. Echoes 0/the same ethos 0/st'mice to the king may be found in Dhuoda sManual (84.") 

IIddressed to her ill-foted SOll, Williarn 0/ eptimania (826-850). He was the grandsan 0/ Wil!iam 

v/Orange, the cOllsin 0/CharLeml1gne and /;ero o/an entire cycLe ofchal/sollS de geste (7. /0) as "St. 

William, " though his accomplishments were more 0/a militm)1 than spiritual nature. The elmsic 
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Vegetian (ar Ctlrolingian, 10 aedit Rbabmws Maurus) definition ofa Roman saldi{!/' under/flJ 

mud) ofthe deveLop rnent ofchivabJ', which Jlowered in the llUel/th centllry and afterwards. 

TmnsLated Farn the Latin of RiJabanllSMattnlS, Oe Procinctu Romanae M ili tiae, ed. E. 

D ümmLer in Zeitschrift für deutsches Altertum, 15 (1872), pp. 443-51. See M fW itius 1,293­

95, 667-68; faserte 11. WiSl'flall, Veg~tius art. in Caralogus T raIlsla tion llIIl er Commentariorum, 

vol. 1, pp. 175-180 (with Adaenda by M ichaeL Idamir Allen. vol VIII, 2003. pp. 33 6-340). 

O n the Battle Readiness of the Roman Military 

Inas much, as 1 said ar the beginning, it bebooves no one more rhan the king co be knowing 

anel knowledgeable of thi ngs, a few wri ri ngs are offered after this, if not very handsomely, :lt 

least in language that is faith fu l. I am adding, then, certa in cbaprers excerpred from a liede 

work of Flavills Vegetills Renatll s on the barde readiness (pmcinetus) of the Roman military 

and on how thei r recruirs wen: traineel , showing it is evident that vicrory was won nm by dlC 

grear oumher of the pcople in thcir arm ies bur by the genius and discip line of their forces and 

(God helping them) the mel1 they selected ro serve in mem. 

1. That me Romans in me exercise of arms overcame those more numerous and stronger 

man they. The Romans sllbdued almost the cntire world and were victorious not because of 

(he mlllti w de of people rhey had or nllmbers in theu armies but mosd)' bec.·lllse of the 

ingenuiry anel discipl ine the)' exercised every da)' in barde. For compared to d1e mll ititlieliI10llS 

Gauls they muse appear vcry few and scanty in number, and compared to the great height of 

the Germans they are dlought ro be small in size and ordinary, and the Spaniards have always 

swod out more in rheir powerfu lness borb for [hei r numerOllS ranks and dle enormollsness of 

their borues. And what about th e craftiness al1d power of wealth of the Africans? Havc they 

not always been inferior? What must we say also about the C reeks' sagaciry in the ans, to 

h id l tbe Rom ans have always been ullequal' Yet aU these consideratioos are vanqu ished by 

the assidlloUS lIse o f eliscipline by expert soldiers, instilled by daily practice. W hat is better 

learned or mOre sllccessfully aod casil)' carri ed thrOllgh? A rew discipl ined soldiers in a barde 

carry off victory while the untrained mul ti tudes fall helplessJy ro thd r deaths. For mat reason, 

proven and frained men were sem inro barde. T 0 tu rn their back to the enern)' was a disgrace. 

Yictory was something laudable to be gor. 

ll. On me regions of the world whence soldie.rs are drawn. Since onglJ1 and narure 

determ illes a people, and sagacity comes before a1l in considcradon, it must be declared next 

where the besr soldiers are selected. People of neighboring dimes because of their intel ligence 

(sapie/ltia) bllrn with less ardor and have less blood and are therefore more rimid. On the other 

hand, those who inhabit the northern di mes have !ess in telligence rhough the)' are stronger in 

spiri t. For rhis reason , the best sold iers ale p icked from remperarc regions, fo r they will avoid 

danger wirh prudence alld arrack the enemy will l boldness. 

230 

gr 

an l: 

han 

upe 

pr 

rea 

bo 

V1 

TI 
ft 

d 
v 

http:soldie.rs


CABAL\ A. r FA '011~IU .TH \ DITIONS 

III. At what age recruits ought to be enlisted. (Ar the start f puben)' .. .. ) 

N. That many ought to be chosen because of their looks and body shape. 0ust as in hors s, 

hounds an d hawks, there are differenr types ....) 

V. How they are to be trained t O march and run. 

VI. How they are to be rrained to know how to swim. 

VII. How they are to be rrained with. wicker shields and clubs. Individu I sold iers lIsed tO 

stick di flerent targets (palas) in the grou nd so they wouldn't lean and would be threat 

measuring six feet, r the heiaht of a m n. Th~ t rainee would eome agai nst su .h a target as 

again t an enemy wi th a hell in the shape c f a round sh ield made out of wi I er wh ich ha a 

double weight of [hat of a popl r shield, holdi ng in his righ r hand a wooden club similar but 

greater in weigh t ro a tru ward (gtadilts). T hus, he woulJ artack against the target as aga.i ns t 

an enemy wounding th head or fa e and stabbing the sromach :tod sides and cu ring into the 

harns, knees r I gs., ud thus assaulti ng, he ,,,Quld spring upan, spring again aod p ring own 

upon it. In rh is exereise let it be especially observed that a sold ier inHicting a wound by 

springi ng upon or springing aga in not exposed to a wound from an ther d irection. For that 

reason, ehe clu b Or stick was of such a greare.r we.igh t [hat in heavy , nd practice weapons the 

boys beca m accustomed to handling real, ligh t arms with les inju ry. 

VIII. How they are tO be taught how to strike by stabbing, not slashing. 

IX. How they are to be trained to throw spears. pears of grea ter weight chan th ' C in the 

future oughr to be used as rhose rn rown against the said straw rarge by r eruir . In th is respect, 

the driU sergeant (camp üloctor) ought ( take grea t care that th spea r be dirccred with force, 

wi th a swing of me sha fr , becau e the sign of itS ~trengrh is whether it hits thF ta rget or neu (0 

it. Wi th such a d rill borh the sttength of the muscles in rea es and ki llfulnes of using a spear 

improves. 

X. How recruits are to be drilled in the shooting of arrows. 

XI. How they ought to be drilled in slinging. 

XII. H ow they are to be d rilled in lead bullets. 

XIII. How they ought to be schooled with their peers and betters. Let thern be ducated tO 

ehe lev I of eh ir risi ng p rs rhus . III the w in ter under a roof and in the su mmer in t.he op .n 
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fjeld... [maneuversl of agil ity wh ich are cllitiva ted especially in the peoples of [he Frallk.~ . 

XIV. Recapitulation. Having presen ted this digest, let us recapirulate the indiviJ ual point\ 

briefly. T he yaunger and fresb recfuits, that is new saldiers, were driJl ed l110rniJlg and 

afrernoon wi tb ali manner o f arms. The veteram , 0 11 the aeher hand, and those wllo are alJeady 

skilled were exerci sed o nJy one t ime a day in arms. And th is was for 110 other rcason than tnal 

the an of wa r rend not to be forgotten, so that by the ver)' practice of ir both speed bc acquired 

and srrengrh o f musd e be given and ehe knowled ge of stri king the enemy a.nd prorectillg 

oneseLf be prese rved. For anyth ing dane by rrequenr p ractice is carried out in a bettn way and 

more easi ly. T lUs is why the Romans driJled everyday in the di fferent exercises, especially so 

they ""ould know how to keep rank and guard their standards (vexilla) in the confll sion ofwar. 

T hey practiced also against the suaw l1len (palos) , 3.5 has already been cold, so they LearneJ 

thorough ly how (Q arrack and stab dle flanks or feet or head. Simi1arly, they 3.ccusromed 

themselves tO in flice a blow <1r a bound and daringly su rging fo rward againsr a shield to Imol\" 

how to withdraw agai n .... fro 
dy 

XV. Conclusion on the militaey ans, applied to others . Al l am grow by p ractice. For the tUI, 

arhleee or fi e:h ter exert~ himself repeatedly even if to captLu e the fu vor of ehe crowd .... d1 

er! 
pj 

Rhadanite or Tottee soUler with mystic rose. After a Style 111 
Mimbres Bowtfrom the Swarts Ruin site in the Peabody Museum 
ofArchuology and Ethnology. 
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3. On Reflning Lead 

Esoteric traditions are by definition secret: Yet a seaet is not .leeret when published. Once set down 

in writingfol' the benefics o/athen. ie m,zy again becorne flanded down by oral or written traditiml 

tvithin {J seht society. becoming blended with /oregoil1g knowltdge and belieft. I, may be colleeted 

(md pllblished aneU! as "esoteric. " But ehe stud;/ 0/any tradition ultirnate/y reLief upon texts. These 

Ulritings are either extant 0 1' available at one time to an intended audienee. A10SI 0/ the e;'oeeric 

knowledge apparent in the Tueson A,·t~factJ ean be traced 10 texts, though H ebl'ew and Old Frfflch 

oral traditions 'lLso seem to have p llJ.yed a role. How did our Romani knaw ab01tt metalLurg'y and 

mining? l fere are two extrtlcts /rom II popuLar rnedit:!1il1 Larin reeipe book. l e is ca/ted, somewhat 

misleadingly, "The Key to the Art 0/Painting. " These two items have been m:msldted/or the first 

firne into English. They derive li'om a Lmin mai1usc,.ipt now owned by the COl7l ing M useum in 

I/baca, New York. l vfore thtln two hundred ' ~'I!Crets" are eontained in ir. /t;' sourees go baek to 

Byzantine artüan manuals transwted in [t(li] tlnd more Ternotely to late antiqtJc tech"ical treatises 

ji'om Alexandria in Egypt. In addition to teclmiq~ies abOlJt f/'ltlking mosaies andg fass objets cl'art. 

dyeillg silks and hide.l, compoundingp tlin ts, makingglues andfIxatives, writing in gold, ,mdgilding 

and silvering different suifaees. the 1vfapp e C lavicu la ,,/so contains the eaTliest knOWil alchemical 

and I'hemicallore abou.t mineraLs and elements. It abounds in p raetieat hints regttrding "seeret " 

(/'(1,fo, ranging /rorn jewelry and painting to clmrch dctoratiol1 and casting metals. Thomas 

Pbi/lipps, "M tlppae ClaviettLa, " . rcheologia 32 (1847), 187-244. 

On the Ore of Lead 

h ore of lead is from dark-colored rock. This is generat d in all loca les, bur more in hot 

2ones, and me m ineral rhat is gen rared in it is gre nish, but not pa le green, rh re heavy. The 

test for lead is this: T ake and rh row it im a nre and after it bubbles and breaks down ir will 

emit sparks. G rass gen a red in th same earth always sh rivels up befOre the heating point cf 

lead. And you colt ct it th us because of lhe boi ling un. you hoUow out the ea rrh down to a 

deprh of rhree ub i t~, far [here is the earth wea k. fu long as it is buried it d ries out. Then heat 

ie in a fumace, for instanet': ev n an iran one. Thc lead will burn more. 

Another Way of Refining Lead from meSame Ore 

If [he same ore do nor dry but comin lles to be as it was wh n rem ved, ir is plac cl in an 

iron fll rnac wirh charcoa l and a slow 6 re. It will not carch fla me before nigh tfall . In Ll-te middle 

of the nighr. howe er, ir wi U catch fl ame by the fourth houL hen ie is reh ared Llnril it 

becom pure. Place it in the furnace again , wirh charcoal made from pine or fir, heat it far 

cllree hours and whar is ne cl ·cl from it will be cffecrecl. 

4. Gerbert's Letter about Soldiers of Christ in the Holy Land 

Known t1J the IvJagieian Pope, Gerbert o/Aurillac came ß-om Aqttitaille, the SOllthem ha[f0/rrallce 
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fmd W IlS repurcdly the most learned mfm 0/his day. H e corzsidaed himsc/fa Roman (RomollusJ. 

not a Frenchrn"m. Legend recozm fs thüt when hc was born a cock crowed three tirnes alld it Illdi 

heard tdl the zuay to Rome. Hc lived from i1bout 945 to 1003 (Pier/"e Riehe., Gerben d'Aurillac. 

Le pape de l'an rnil, Paytlrd, 1987). Ullllsuaifo r his time, hc p llm icd stIldies in Spailt, lU/mI' J)( 

learnedArabic arid jewisl; mtlthemttties rm d philosoplry. H e semed as pope IInder the name ,~ylvt'Sltr , 

11from 999 to his detZth. 

After Charlemagne established tl hostel fo!' pilgrims in the Holy Ltm d, his SOll and successor [nI/ i .. 

the Pious supported the H·tlnkish presence zuith taxesJO r "the relief0/ Christ/ans dwelling hJ tf,~ 

Land 01p romise. " We knoUl there was a continuing Frallkish p resence around th f' Ho(y Sf'jJlllcJm. 

the most sacred siLe in Christentlom. That is where the Patriarch oljerusalem resided. Bllt we /lMr 

litde about jerustlfem until the later n;nth century, whel1 Pope jolm Viii wrote to Patrinrc/, 

Theodosius tlbout the "grellt oppression olthe p agam. " In 966, riatn'J murdered the p tllrinreh ami 

lm m ed the basilicfl tmd rotunda o/the AliasttJsis to tbe gmund. Shordy therettj'ter, Gerbert cim,"ued 
fl cal! jor help Farn the COU?t 01the emp eror, addressed 10 "soldiers of Christ" who might combtl f fhe 

deplorable loss zuith their "flid find couflseL"Around 1000 the Holy Sepulcher along wiLh rJilother 

Chrislian si fes in .!em.wzLem was completely destroyed by Cafiph al-Hakim. Not tmtil the Fim 

'rus,zde ill J096 were relieforgflilizxltions efJective0' mobilized JOr the Holy Land, Ge,.bert ~f letter 

0/984 (athen; d41te it around 993) with its concept 01 'so/dia 01Christ "shines a rare peneil ~flighl 

0 11 the p re- Temp /.ar histolJ' ojJausalem. N otably, his appeal hlJS military overtones and is w ucher} 

in fenns oithe "aid ,mdcoulIseL"pledged by a vassal to his LOld in an oilth olftalty. ance collStilUtrd 

in tlH' early tweLfth centu ry, the Kllights Templlir UJould be directly subordinaled /0 the p ope 011 

eonditions 0/ homage tl1zd aLlegianCl!. A nother tlbortive attm lpt to I'evive Ihe idell 0/ Westml 

guardians call be glilnpJed iTi Pope Gregory Vil's cal!JO r a crusade nellrly II century l.liter iu 1074. 

lt is intereslü2g in Ihis regard thel! Pope Gregory VII Ulme fi'Olrl the Romall j ezuish LeolJ i banking 

j ami0" The Last outpost oI Frallks 01' Frenchmen guardinK j emsalem beJOre the Crusfldes senns (0 

have vanished wit/; the new polieies ojAI-Hflkim after 1009, i/not with the murder olthe prltrütrclJ 

il1 966 hitz \l7eigLe, ed, D ie Briefsam mluog Gerberts von Reims, in: M GH. Ep. il.2 (V?eimt": 

BöhLaus, 1966) letter 28.) 

To the Un iversal C hm ch in the name of the devas tated C h urch ofJerusalem. 

From that church in Jerusalem to th e universal one that com mands the scepters ofki ne:doms 

(i .e. Juda h's heri tage, cf Gen . 49:1 0). 

Since YOLl fl omish so weil. Immaculate Spouse of God, a mem ber of wh ich I wnfess ro be. 

through you I have the greares t hope of lifting my head (ca pital city, i.e. Jerusa lem), [ilJ now 

almost bearen down. Oe should I despair of hdp frO I11 thee, mistress of the world, if YOli 

recognize me as your own? Should any in YOUf ran ks regard the infamous disas ter inil icted on 

me as not a ffecti ng hirn roo, as something to bIO' abhorred, thi.s the !owest ofblows? 

Beho ld , lhough I am now cast down, thc wbole earth still considers me its best and prime 

part. W irh me are the oracles of the prophets, the gJories of the pa rriarch s, hence issued rhose 
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shining luminaries o f (he wor/d, th aposdes, here the eanh dlscover d the fui th of C hrist, in 

my house tou nd irs deern f . For though he ma be ever}'w here in h is d ivin nature, yet in 

his human natu re h was b rn here, hefe did he suffer, her wa. he buried and from here was 

he raised to the heavens. And the prophet has said: "His sepu lche r 'haU be a glorious one" (Is. 

11: 10), but now m at th pagans havc overthrowo ehe holy plac s, rhe d vii stIives to render it 

an inglorious one. C m age, soldi r of C hris t (fl T im. 2:3-4) , be his standard bearer and 

coonade in ba tde, and what ou cannot a complish wirh arm come (0 o ur assistance wirb aid 

and m unse!. What i it you give and to whom? T a be sure, it is little (rom m uch, and ir is to 

One who has given }'Oll a11 you hav freel and who rec ' ves ir grat fully. Indeed, he mul ri plies 

it and rewards Oll in rb . futu re, through he bles e YO ll so Y u may incre.ase by gi ing. and 

forgives your siru so [ha D U may live by reign ing with him. 

5. Moses Sets Apart the Levites to Be a Holy Tribe 

On many 0/ the arti:facts one notim' the letter L., zuhieh may be taken to ;·tand fl r LEVlTA or 

LEVITAE "Lel/it-e, Levites, priest(s) . "Often it is p aired with the letter /. , whieh seems to eorrespond 
tter to ISRAEUTA, "Israelit/!. " (Cyclone Covey, on the othn' hand. undermwds Laudatur 1 fad and 
;.gM trrmslates the two together clS il phrase metJl1ing "Praised is lsrael''-u1/convinciitg~y, i n In)' opinion.) 
hed Sil1ce Jewish Lift tra.ditionally dütingu.ishes between Levite;' and ohem, or priests, and Jsmelites 
ded (all the rest), especia/ly at seder J bar m itzahs, zueddings, f unerals and in genealogies, I think the 

on former reading is justified L. also mark ' the 3 -rowed tiara or miter dep ieted on the artifact, mthn 
tenl obviollsly standing fl r a p rie;-t 's headdrcss. In other words, sOlne oIthe figu res commemorated were 
74. Levite)~ so me Israelites. ./osephus, T he Antiquiries of the Jew , ed. Willitzm Whiston (Grand 

"king Rnpids: KregeL, J976), book 111, eh. Xl, J, p . 80. 
115 to 

:ar h a. 
~nnr: 

Moses taok out the tri be o f levi from communicating witb th . rest o f the people, and set them 

apart to be a holy rrib ; and puri Hed them by water taken fro m perperual springs and with 

such acrifl c s as wer u ually oHered ro G dOll the like 0 casi ns. H e del ivered tbem also the 

tabernacl , and the sa red vessels, and rhe other cunains, which were made co"'eri ng tne 

om~ tabernacle, that rhey might m in ister und r ehe conducr of th priesrs (Kohanim), who had 

been already co nsecra red to od . 

b. 
lOW 

you "Testament 0/Levi, " in: The O ld estament Pseudepigrapha. ed. f am es H Charlesworth, voL J 

I on (New Vo rk: Doubledo.y, J983), pp. 788-93. 

Ime Testament of Levi , rhe thi rd son o f Jacob and Leah. 

lose I, vi , was born in Haran and came wim my father to h chem .... 

235 



tvlERCIlANT !\J)vEN'1l rHLI{ K1 NGS OF RIIOJ).\ 

At this moment [he angel opened for me th e gates of heavcn and I saw the Holy M ost High 

sitting 011 the throne. And he said ro me, "Levi, to you J have given ehe blessing of [be 

priesthood until I shall come and dweil in the midst of Israel. .. . Arise, put on the vestmems 

of the priesthood . .. . the miter for the h ead . . . . " 

6. Caution against Studying Cabala 

The Cabala ("[,eeret) !raditioll '.'J grew out of the H ebrew Bible, lvfishnah tlnd Talmud, fil ter 

(rm broidered kY the Tosaßsts. Centrrd to Ihis vein ojlclUish m.ystieis/11 WflS the sacred fnystery o/the 

Merkabah, literally the "chariot"ofGod, interpreled as the Thro ne ofthe Aimighty. KC), texts wm 

EzekieL 1 and 10 and /saiah 6. M a 'aseh Merkabah is !he HebrelU term fo,. esolerie literature on ,he 

"ha riotI Thronc. the main corpus ofwhich was eomposed in Israel before 800. It was the bllSis jor 
the Cabala, which flourish ed, mosto' in Ch~'istian eountTies, after the flur/eell th century. In 

Christian tradition, Neop/atonie, Py thagomm and Stole illfluenees flo wed together with Peniall 

alld Egyptian. I n Jewish tradilion, the ru fe ägainstpmfiming the Cttbala UNIS aLways: "The Mn (15th 

M~kabah should not be Iflught 10 anyone excepl h~ be wiJe and able ro d.eduee knowledge tbrough 

wisdom ( gnosis') ofhis OUJft. " The fact that the symbol flr the lvferkabah I1ppears i il the rock art 

record of the Romani shows they elaimed 10 be among the chosen dlld elite oftheir eommullilies. 

They were rabbis, Leaders Ilnd weaithy Irader.>. FoLfowillg are some stories 0/ the ear~y rabbis. 

(Ktwf mmm KohfCl~ ''lvferkabah, '' in 1906 ] ewish Encyclopedia). 

R. Elea.za r ben 'Arak was riding on a mule behind R. Johanan b. Zakkai, when he asked for 

thc privilege of being ini ria ted inro the secrers o f the Merkabah. T hc great master demanded 

proof of his in itiation ill to the gnosis, and when Elea.za.r began to tell wha t he had lea rned 

tbereof, R. ]Ohana.J1 im media tely descended from the mule and sat upon the rock. 'Wh)', 0 

m aster, dost thou descend from the rnule? ' asked ehe d isciple. 'ea.n 1 rem ain moun ted upon 

the mule when the relli ng of the secrets of the Merkabah eauses the Shekina.h to dwell wirh us 

and the angels to aecompany us?' was the answer. Eleazar eonti nued, and, beho!d, Hre 

deseended from heaven and li t up the trees of the field, causi ng thern to sing an thems. and an 

angel eried our, 'Truly these are the seerets of the Merkabah. ' W hereupon R. Johanan kissed 

leazar upon the forehead , sayi ng, ' Blessed be thou , 0 father Abraham , that hast a descendant 

like E!eazar b. 'Arak!' 

Subsequently two other dJsciples o f R. ]ohanan b. Za.kkai walki ng togelher said ro each 

other: 'Let U$ also talk rogether about the Ma'aseh Merkabah'j and 110 sooner did R. Joshua 

begin speaking than a rainbow-like appearance [Ezck. ] :28] was seen upon the thick d ouds 

wh ich covered the sky, and angels came ro listen as men do to hear wcdding-mus ic. O n hearing 

the things related by R. Jose, R. Jo hanan b. Zakkai blessed h is diseiples and said: 'Blessed the 

eyes that bebcld these thi ngs! Indeed I saw myself in a dream together wich you, seated like the 

seleet ones [comp. Ex. 24: 11] upon M ou nt Sinai; a nd I hea rd a heavenly vo iee saying: "Enter 

ehe banquet-hall and take YO Uf" seats wi th your d isciples and disciples' disci ples , among rhe 
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leer, eh high sr ethird') dass.'" 

7. Ezekiel's Vision of the Chariot 

Creatcd in the sixth cem w) BeE, the Book ofEzckiel eontaim, and intLeed starts with, a lJi;'ion of 

the Hebmu God Yahweh riding on (.{ ehariot ofwind and fire surrounded b)! angeLs. The divine 

c/Jariot-throne became the cellterpiece in the mysttcaL traditions and meditations of the Caba/<.l 

culminati71g about 100. Ezekiel's wheel had rtine spokes, likc the mystical rose ofehe Rhadanite;·. 

These corresponded to the fli ne degrees ofwisdom, nine branches ofthe cabalistic tree ofIiji. , nllle 

ftllge;' ofpnfectioll in Brahmi tlnd Pythagoretln thought and nine degrees ofbl.essedness. Nine was 

Ihe !lumber ofthe dragon and the Rosicrucia ll cros;~ a nine-petaledflower composed ofthe numbers 

four (eros;) and five (rose). Jcwish Publictltion Society. 

l:l Now jr came to pass in the rh irrieth y ar, in ehe fo uM month In the fi fth day o f the 

month , as I was among tbe captives b th ri ver C hebar thar eh heavens were opened, and I 

saw vi ions of od. 

1;2 In ehe fifth day of the monch, wh ich was the fifrh year of king Jehoiachin 's captivity, 

1:3 the wo rd of the Lord came expressly L1n to Ezekiel the p riest, tbe san o f Buzi, in the land 

of the C haldeans by the river Ch bar; and the hand o f the Lord was there upon hi m. 

1:4 And 1 looked, nd, behold, a stormy wind cam out of the norrh, a gr cloud, wirh a 

flre flashing up, 0 that a brighrness was rou ndabou r it; and out of the midst mereof as the 

color of e1e rum, out of ehe midst of the fire. 

1:5 And out of ehe rnid t thereof camc the liken ss o f four living cr • rures. A nd this was 

their appearance: they had the Hk ness of a man. 

1:6 And every one had four faces, and every n of them had four wings. 

1:7 And their feet were straight ~ er; a.nd the sole of their feet was li the sole of a calfs 

foot; and they sparkJed like the colo r of burnished brass. 

1:8 And they had the ha nds of a man under tbeir wings o n their fou r sides; and as for (h 

faces and wings of illern ~ ur, 

1:9 their wi ngs were joined one to another; they turned not wh n they went; they went 

ev IY ooe stra ight fo rward . 

1; I As for th likeness o f th ir rnces , they had th e Face of a man; and tbey four had the face 

of a lio11 on the righ t sidc; and th ey fOlu had the face of an ox on the lett side; ehey fOLlf had 

also ehe face of an eagle. 

I : 11 T h us were theit faces; and their wings were strerched upward; lViO wi ngs of every one 

were joined one to another, and vo covered their bodies. 

1: 12 And ehey wem eve.ry one traigh t forward; whither the spirit was to go, ehey wene; they 

tu rned not when th y wem. 

1: 13 As for the liken S of the living creatu res, th ir appearance was li ke als f ure, burn ing 
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like the a ppeara nce oE torches; ir t1ashed up and dow n among the livi ng crea tu res; and there 

was brightlless to the flIC. aod o ur o f the fl re went forth lightn ing. 

1: 14 Alld th e Ijving crea tures ran and returned as the appearance of a fl ash of ligh tning. 

1: 15 Now as I beheId the \j ving crearures, behold one wheel at the bottol1l hafd by the livi ng 

reatures, a t the fo ur fuces thereof 

1: 16 T he a ppearallce of the wheels alld meir work was Ii ke lultO the color o f a beryl; Jnd 

tbey four had one likencss; and rheir appea rance alld eheir work was as it were a w heel wirhin 

a wheel . 

I : 17 W h ell they wem , rhey wem towa rd theil' tour sides; they turned n m when they wellt . 

1: 18 As For thei r ri ngs. [hey were high and they were dreadful; and they fo u r had lheir rine.s 

fu ll of eyes rou ndabou t. 

1: 19 And when the living crearures went, th e wheets weIlt hard by them; and when ehe 

livi ng creatur es were li fted up from the bottom, the wheets were lifted up. 

1:20 Whi rhersoever tbe spiri t was to go , as the sp irit was to go thither, so they went; and 

the wheels were Iifted up beside thern; fo r the sp iri t o f the living crealLLre was in the wheels. 

1:2 1 When those went, these went, a lld w hen t.hose staod , these stood; and whell those were 

Uhed up fro m the earth , the wh eets were liFred up bes ide them ; for the spirit of the living 

creatu re was in ehe w heeIs. 

1 :22 And Qver the heads oE th e living crea rures there was the li keness of a firmament , li k.e 

the color of the rerrible iee. srrerch ed forth over thei r heads abov~. 

1:23 And under the fi rmamen t were their w ings conformablc the one to the other; th is one 

of them had t\vo w hich covered , and that o ne of rhem had tw o which covered, th eir bodies. 

1 :24 A nd when they went, 1 heard the noisc of their wiogs like the noise o f grear waters, 

li ke the voice of the Alm ighry, a !loise o f tumult like the noise o f a host; when they stood , they 

let down their wings. 

1 :25 For, when there was a voice above the firmament that was ove r their heads, as ehey 

stood , ehey let down [heil' wings. 

1 :26 A nd above the tlrmamenr tha t was over their heads was rhe likeness o f a th rone, as the 
appearance of a sapphire srone; and upon tbe liken ess of the tb rone was a likeness as the 

appearance of a man upon ir above. 

1:27 And I 5aw as the color o f c1ecrru m , as rhe appearance o f fl re rOUJ1dabout endosing it, 

from the appearance o f his loins and upward ; and fro m the appearance of hi s loins and 

downward I saw al, ir were tbe appearance of Are, and there was brigh tness roundabout hirn. 

1:28 As the appearance of me bow tha t is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was ehe 

appearance of rhe brightness rOll ndabout. T h is was eh e appearance o f the likeness of rl1e glory 

of the Lord . AJld when I saw it , I fel1 11pon my face, and I heard a voiee of one that spoke. 

10: 1 T hen I looked , and, behold , upon the firmamen t thar was over rhe head of the 

:heru bim, there a ppeared above them as it were Cl sapphi re stüne, as ehe appea rance of the 

likeness of a thro ne. 

10:2 And He spoke un to tbe man d otbed in linen , and said: 'Go in berween the wbeelwork, 
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even under the cherub, and PtIl both thy h nds with Goals of fl re Erom berween [he cheru bim, 

and dash thern against the dty. ' And he wem in in my sigh t. 

10;3 Now the cherubim stood On the righ[ side oE the hOllse, when the man wem in; and 

the cloud fl l1ed eh e inner court. 

10:4 And ehe glOlY of the Lord mOlln red IIp fro rn the cherub [0 the thresho ld oE the house; 

cl and the house was fllIed wirh t.he doud, and the court was Eull oE the brigh rness of rh Lord's 

n glory. 

10:5 And the sound oE the wi ngs of the che ru bim was heard even to the ou rer court. as the 

t. voiee of God Alrnighty when H e speaketh . 

gs 10:6 And je came ro pass. when H eommanded the man clothed illli nen. saying: 'Take Ptre 

from between rbe wheelwork, from tween the eh 'rubim' , that h" wellt in, and st od beside 

he a wheel. 

10:7 And the cherub sn tched fo r"..h hi s hand from between the cherubi m lWto the Are that 

ncl waS berween rhe cherubim. and w ok thereof. and pur it imo the hands of him that was d othed 

in linen, who took ir and went Out. 

ere 10:8 And w ere appeared in the cherubi m thc form of Cl man' s hand u nder theil' wings. 

ing 10:9 And I looked, alld beh ld fo ur whe Is beside thc cherubim oue wh el beside on 

berub. and another wheel beside another cherub; and th ap pearan e of the wheels was as the 

li ke colour of a beryl ston . 

10; 1 0 And as for their appearance, wey four bad one li keness. s ifa wheel had been with in 

one a wheel. 

ies. 10: 11 W hen eh y wem, they wem toward w eif four sides; [hey tu rned no t a$ they went, but 

arer , to the pla whi th er ehe head looked thcy followed Ir; th )' tti rned not as they went. 

, ehey 1O: 12 And their whole body, and thei r backs, and thei r hands, and their wi ngs, and the 

wheels were full of eyes roundabout, even the wheels war they fOll r had. 

s they 10:13 As for the wheels, the were called in my hea ring T h W h eelwork. 

10: 14 And every üne had fou r faces: the first Face was the face f the cheru b, and rne second 
as the face waS ehe face ofa man, and the third the face of a lion, and the fou rth the face ofan eagle. 
as ehe 10:15 And the eh rubim mount d up-- th i is the living Cfeature that I saw by rhe river 

Chebar. 

lOg ir, 10: j And whcn rbe cheru bim wem, th wheds wem besiJ e thern; and when the ch-rubim 
s anu li ned up their wings to mount up Fr m the anh, ehe sam whe Is als turned not from b ide 
l im o thern. 

lS the 10:17 When th y staod, these stood, and when they mounted up, w se m OLinted up wirb 
glory thern; für [he spirit of th" living creature was in rhern. 
e. 10;18 And [he glarf of the Lord w nt Fo rth from off rhe thr shold of th h lIse, a.nd srood 
If [he oyer ehe cherubi m. 

If (he 10; 19 And the h rubi m lifred up weir wings , and moum ed up from the ea rth in 111 )' sight 

when th y wene f r,h. and the whc ... ls be ide them; and th y srood at the door of the east gate 
vork, of the Lord' s house; and the glory of the God ofIsrael was 0 er rhem above. 
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10:20 This is the liv ing crearure that 1 saw ul1der th e God offs rael by the river C hebar; and 

I knew that they were cherubi m. 

10: 21 Every one had tour faces apiece, and every olle fow' wi ngs; emd the likeness of the 

ha l1d~ of a man was under rheir wing,~. 

10: 22 And as for the Iikeness of their fa ces, they were the faces which I saw by the river 

Cbebar, their appearances and rhemselves; they went every Olle straigh t fo rward, 

8. Isaiah's Vision of the Throne 

Jsaitlh 6 is the clasiicai text upo n which mIlli] 0/ the Caballl S teachi71gs abottl the Throne ofGod 

and the vario lls approflches to it knowli as H ekhaLot were based. New J ewish Publication Socj(ty 

Transwtion. 

6: I In rbe year tha t king Uzziah died I behcld my Lord si tring on a high and lofty throne, 

and the ski rrs of his robe flllcd rhe remple. 

6:2 Seraphs srood in artendance on H irn. Each of thern had six wings; wid, rwo he 

cO\lered h is face, and wirb rwo be covered his feet , and with two he would fly, 

:3 And Ol1e would call to the other, 


"Holy, holy, hol)'! 


T he Lord of Hosls! 


His presenee fa lls aU the earth! 


:4 And the doorposts would shake at the sound of the one who called, and the House 

kepr falling wirh smoke. 

6:5 I cried , 


"Woc is me; r 3 m lost! 


Für 1 am a man of lllldean lips, 


And I li ve among a peopl 


Of undean lips; 


Yct my own eyes have beheId 


T hc King Lord of H osts." 


6:6 T hen one of the seraphs flew over to me with a live coal, wruch he bad raken from the 

al tar with a pai r of tong~. 

6:7 He rouched it to 01)' li ps and dedared, 


"Now that this has touched YOLlr lips 


Your guil r shall depart 


And you r si n be pluged away." 
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9. Book of Creation 

The . efer Yetzimh (Book 0/ reatiOJl, or Foundation) is one o/the essentiaL texts 0/the Cabtlla. !t 

grew out 0/ merkabah (chariot, thro nt) mystieism by the seventh century andp rovided th basis jor 

later elaborati01/j' 0/the Tree 0/Lift, nlZmeJ' 0/ God and p mctical magie budt on numerology und 

Hebreru !etters. Most ofits el-abo rntion is hristian und notjudaic. H ere is a samp!e from the Short 

Version 0/ this rich, cr)'Ptic and influential book. A~)'eh Kaplan, S fI r Yetzirah: The Book of 

Crearion in T heor)' and Practice (New York: Weiser, 1998), pp. 261-62. 

1: 1 Wi th 32 wondrous parhs of Wisdom engrave Yab , rhe Lo rd of H osts, [God f Isr-ael, the 

Living God, King of the U ni er e, Almigh ty God , merciful and graciou , High and Exalted, 

dwell ing in erern ity, whose name is H oly, nd creare H is univ rse] wich th ree books, wirh text 

( epher), wi rh number ( 'ephar) , and with comm un ica ion (Sippur). 

1:2 Ten SeflrorofNothingn S5 plu rw my-rwo [foundari nsJ letrers: Thr e Morhers Sev 11 

Doubl , and T welve Elememak 

1:3 Ten Sefi ror of N orhingness: T he number of h ten fi ngers, nv opposite five, with a 

singl covenant precisely in th middl, like the circumcision of the tongue alld the 

circumdsion of the membrum. 

1:4 Ten eflror of Norhi ngness: T n and not ni nc; ren and n t eleven. Urldt':rsran d wi th 

Wi dom, a.nd be wise with Vndersranding. Exam ine with them and probe thern, make a thi ng 

stand on irs essence, and make the Creator sir on his base. 

1:5 Ten Seu ror of Noth ingness: Their m sure is ren which ha e 0 0 end. A depth of 

beginn ing, a deprh of end; a depth of 'ood, a depth o f evil; a depth of above, a deprh below; 

a depth east, a d pth west; a cl pth north, a dep rh outh. T he ingu lar aster, od faj rh ful 

King, dom inates thern all from H is holy dwell ing until erernity of etern ides. 

1:6 Ten Sefi rot of Nothingness: heir vision is li ke thc "appearance of lightening", thci r 

limir has 00 end. His Word in them is "ruon ing and rerurning. " T hey rush tO his sayi ng liI e 

a whi rlwi nd, and befo re His th rone rhey pros trar themselves . 

1: 7 Ten Seflrot of Notbingness: Their end is embedded in rheir beginn ing, and thd r 

beginning in their end , li ke a f]an1e in a burning coal. For the Master is singular, He has 110 

second. nd befo re Ooe, what do yo u unt? 

1:8 T n SeHrot of Nothingness: Bridle )'our mouth from speaking and your hea rt: from 

rh inking. And if your heart runs, return to the place , as ie is writ~ n, "T he C hayor runn ing 

and rerurning" (Ezekizl 1:14). Regardi ng this covenant was made. 

1:9 Ten Sefuor of N thingness: O n . i the Breath of th Living od, bl ssed and ben dicr d 

bc the Name of ehe Li fe of worIds. Voice, Brearh and peech. T his is rh Hol)' Brearh (Ruach 

HaK desh). 

1:10 Two: Breacl1 from Breath. W irh it engrave and carve rw nry-rwo foun darion len rs ­

three, Morhers, sev n D oubles, and twelve Elementals - and one Brearh is from rbem. 

1: 11 hree: Water and Breath. Wi rb it engrave and carve chaos and void, mi re and cla)'. 
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• ngrave ehern like a garden plot, carvc them like a wall, cover rhern likc a ceiling, 

1: 12 Four: Fire from water. With it engrave and carve ehe Throne of Glory, Seraphim, 

Ophaoim, holy C hayo t, and Ministering Angels. From thc eh ree esrablish H is dwelling, as it 

is wrirten, "He makes H is angels of brearhs, His ministers from flaming fl re" (Psalms 104:4). 

1: 13 Five: With rhree of the simple letters seal" above" . C hoose th ree and place them in His 

greal Name: YHV. With them seal the six ex rremiries. Face upward and seal it wi ch YHY. • 

Six: Seal "bdow" . face dowrnvard aod seal ir with YHV, • Seven: Seal "east". Face straight 

ahead and seal it with HYV. • E ight: Seal ",vest" . Face backward and seal it with HVY· Nine: 

Seal "south" . Face ro the right and seal it wi tnn VYH. • T en: Seal "north" . Face to the lefr and 

seal it with VHY. 

1: 14 These are ehe Ten SdlfQt of Nothingness, O ne is the Bre'lth of the Llving God.. Breath 

[from Breath], r ire [from wate r, Jod tne ex tremi tiesJ, up, down , east, wes t, n01\h and sourh. 

10. On Jewish Soldiers Leui Wt1S 

Aaro71id, 

Although Josephus' m peet for his fellow Judetms is implicit in his works T he Anriquiries of the trib(, dfd 
Jews and T he Jewish WJn, he was a Roman offieer {md nllturallJl sympathized with tbe v/elol wouid lt'~ 

Rome, that paragon oJmifitary rnight. But when the author ofthe elevefuh centttry YOSi ppOIl conm CO the M1 
to speük of the 1·'ellltions be/ween Rome alld the ]ews in ehapter 40, speeijl.ca/Ly the embassy oI Angels tli 
Hyreanus to Ju/ius Caesar, he inserts a surprising interpolation about Jewish heroisrn {md military ill scrip 

va/m·. Stereotypes arid C(J/lvenfiorJal thinking toda)1 do not normafly associate good soidiering with with Vii 

J ewish values. But we rOll welf imagine duzt the make,.s of the TUCSOll Artifacts may have do t]e so. were e~ 

These va/lies were tlt the eore ofthe Rornani:, mission in Erefz Israel TIMt they Ll1ter informed the 5(( Jall 

etfmics and cl1tlrter ofthe Cruslldm was due to ]ewish influence, not Christimz innovations. Piety DOIlbJ, 
{md patriotisrn wae combined in age-oid Judtlic f/lShiol1. Dagmar Bömer and Beat Zuber, 

Josippon: Jüdische G eschichte vom Anfang der Welt bis zum Ende des ersten Aufsta nds gege.n 

Rom (Wiesbaden: Marix, 2010), pp . 3 64-66 

Here we hold it meet to record the love demonstrated by the leaders of Rome for our fathers } 
in respect to their valor, th eir heroism a.nd eheir loyalt)" O ur fathers were warriars and tru sred 

allie.s. For that reason al l the kings on eard1 li ked to make trea ties wi rh them, even for thd r 

valor and heroism. T he kings of Medea and Persia, moreover, sent rbem presents and man)' Ao( 

letters, yea , umo Jerusalem. Ja seph son of G urioll, however, writes litde about their d ispatches Lol 
as he d id not waD( to wri te much abour letters that came to them in Jcrusalem. O nly of the [0 

commlll1 icarions from Rame did he wri te, all, to be sure, just as they had been wri nen. J'v IDI 
been too lazy co transcribe them aU, I've only written down a few as T found them recorded in he 

the book of Joseph SOll of G urion. r4 
T his, rherefore, is me conrcm of the letter tha t Julius Caesar sem ro the Roman command (i 

holding fo rth in T yre Jnd Sidon ro secu re the countryside: "J uüus Caesar, King of Ki ngs, to ~ 

the Roman command in T yre and Sidon: Peacc, Know YOll that I luve received the letters of 
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Hyrcanus on orAlexander. Ki ng of Judah, alld have eak n pleasUf both in his letters and ni 

friendship. I have sem yo u all the words wri rten by H yrcanus, ürera lly. I have sent them to 

you so that you may write them in w ri n o r reek on a bronze table t and deposi t rhern in r.he 

temple of J upiter tha t its on a high pla e in Sidon, so mat one may read them J ( any time. 

that his wards in h.is lcn ers shalJ not e forgonen and aU men may know of the love of me 

Roman people and the peopk ofJL1 dah. 

I, Juli us Caesar, have ordered to restored to Hyrcanus in Jerusalem all me land unto me 

Euphrates tha t the H as m naeans to k in warfare and thaI Pompey gave ba k to their form r 

possessors, for m ei r rodlers seized ie -vith sword. For that reasoll should all bei ng wem rha t 

they wok in war. 

11. On Levites 

Levi was the third son 0/j aeob ll17d Leah, the father 0/ the tri be l'l tJrnecl flr h irn (Levites). The 

Aaronides (Ko hanim, p riests, male descendants 0/Aaron. brother 0/Moses) were members 0/ thi ' 

tribe. dedieated to the Jen.'iee 0/ the tabernacle 01' temple. The name w as prophetie: Levi's tribe 

woufd Lead (laveh "es ort, accompany") the ISl'Ilelitej' to their Father in heave/'t and act as harbingen 

to ,he Messiallic Age. In medieval Christim'lity, the term levi ta came to be synonymolls with "priest. " 

Angeh' armed with weapons are represented in Celwis 19: 1/ and Daniel8:15/ arnong ather p laces 

ill scripture and were mll.ch eommented up on in mysticalliteratu rt! (Merkttbah wrifings), alang 

wirh various traditions 0/the "wtament 0/Levi" (Lf 2:6-5:3). In rabbinical traditi/) il, the Creeks 

wert equated wir}; the LelJite:. For j ubiLees, Enoe/; find the Testaments 0/ the TweLve Patriarchs, 

see f arnes H Charfesworth, ed. , The O ld Testament Pseudepi.grapha, vo/s. 1-2 (Garden City: 

Do 11 bleday. 1985). 

a. 

Levi 15 Chosen for Priesmood 

Jubilees 3 0: 18-21. A N eu; Translation and Intraduction, by O.s. \Vintermuie (ji'om the 


Hebrew, Creek aud Eth iopie) 


And the seed o f Levi was chosen to r th· p ri sthood and Lvirical (o rders) (0 miniSte r berore rh 
Lord always juSt as we do. And L.. i and his sons will be blessed fo rever becau e he was zealous 

to do righteousness and judgment alld v ngea nce againsr ali who rose u p gainse Israel. And 

thlls a blessing fl11d righ tco usness w ii! be \vri tten (on h igh) as a eesrim ny fo r him in the 

he'.J.venly tablers befi r th God of aU . And we will remem ber f, r a eh ltsalld genera tions the 

ri <rhreollsness whi h a man did du ring his Iife in a tl of the (appoinred) tim of the year. And 

(ir) will bc: written (on h igh) and it wiil Ome ro hirn and his descendan " Fr hi rn. And h 

will be written down as a friend and ri gh teo lls one in (he heavenly tabkrs. 
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YOli should b . 

Levi' s Blessing 

Jubilees 3 1: /1 -17 

And they (Levi and Judab) drew near to hirn (Isaac) and he tu rned and kissed thern and 

ernbraced the both of thern togethcr. And a spirit of prophecy ca rne down upon his mQuth. 

And he w ok Levi in his right hand and J udah in h is lefr hand. And he turned ro Levi fir~r and 

he began to bless him first. and he said to hirn, "May the God of all , i.e. the Lord of alJ ages, 

bless you and yo ur sons in al l ages. May rh e Lord give you and your seed very great honor. 

May he draw you and your seed near ro h im from aU flesh (0 scrve in his sanctuary as th e angeJs 

of the prescnee and the hol)' ones. May your sons' secd be öke thern with respeet to honor and 

grearness and sancti fi ca tion. And may he make them great in every age. And thev will become 

judges and ru lers and leaders for all of me seed of the SOllS of Jacob. 

The word of the Lord they wi ll speak righteousl)', 


And aU of his j udgments they will execme righteousl 


And [hey will tell rny ways w Jacob, 


and my paths to Israel. 


T he blessi ng of the Lord shal l be placed in thcir mouth, 


so mac they migh t bless all of the seed of the beloved . 


(As for) )'ou, )'our mother has nam ed YOll 'Levi,' 


and truly she has named yOll . 


You wi ll be joined to the Lord 


and be the eompan ion of all the sons ofJacob. 


H is table will belong to you, 


anel you anel your SOllS will ea t (from) it, 


and in all generarions your table will be fu ll, 


and your food will nor be lacking in any age. 


And all who hate you will fal l befote YOll , 


and all you r enemies will be uproored and perish, 


and whoever blesses )'OU will be blessed. 


and any nation wh ieh curses YOli will be cu rsed.' 


c. 

Testamen t of Levi, the Third Son ofJacob and Leah 

Testaments 0/the Twelve Patriarchs 4:2-5: 7 


The Most H igh has given heed to )'OU\' prayer that YO ll be delivered from wrongdoing, that 
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YOll should become a son to hirn , as min ister and priest in his presene . T hc light of knowledge 

you shalJ kindie in Jacob, and you shall be as thc sun for all the po teriry of Israel. Btess ing 

shall be iven to you a nel to all our posterity until through h is son's compassion the Lord 

shall visit a1l the nations forever . .. herefore eoul1sel and und rs tanding have been given to 

YO ll so that you might giv und rstanding to YOllr sons eon .ernjng this . Beeause those wh o 

bless hirn shall b btessed , and mose ""ho eurse him shall be destroyed. 

At th is moment the angel op ned for m ehe gates o fheav n and I saw th H Iy Most High 

sitting on the throne. nd h said to me, "Levi, to YO ll 1 hav given ehe blessing of th 

priesthood um i! I shall come nd dw Il in the midst of Israel. T hen the angel led me back to 

the earrh, and gave me a sh i ld and a sword and said to m , "Perform vengean e on Shechem 

for the sake of D inah, y ur is ter, and 1shalJ be with y u, ra r the Lord sent me . .. . " 

ud 

me d. 


Greeks Are Levites 

L~gends ofthelews (p. 169) 

At whose hand will rhe ki ngdom of G r ece fall? Ar rhe hand of the Hasmoneans (G reeks), 

who are of rhe tribe f Levi . 

Le"i (Lvy) is rightly marched wirh G reece (Yim), the formei being rhe thi rd tribe, the !arter 

the th ird kingdom (Egypt, Babyion, then G reece) . T he na me of the former c osists of three 

letters, and the name of the larter of three lerters. T he for mer blow horns, th la tter rrump rs 

(so Gen. R. TA, p. 1274). T h to rmer wear turbans, the larte l" wear heimets. T he form r w r 

bree hes, and ehe !after fern rals (knee br eehA for rnj!itary use). Now the former are few , 

wh i!e [he latter are man ,yer the man)' came and fei l by the hands of the few (Gen. R. 99:2). 

12. On Leviathan 

God created the monster olthe deep, or Leviatban, on the fifih day o/creati01t (Jen. 1:21). Rabbinic 

commentaT'J1 took leviathan ([s a synonym flr the sea (cf Ps. 104:2D). In lewish tradition, Leviathan 

had a tongue: lonah toM hirn after being swal/awed by the whaLe, "[ am destined to put 11 rope 

tlround your tongue. "lust so does the leviathan on the Tucson Artifacts have a forked tongue (no 

dinosaur had a fo rked tmzgue). [I) mystical tradition, the Leviathan ctlme to represent the ampLe 

food for the righu'ous in the apoCtliypse. [n HebmlJ, the word was 1m)' dose to that Jar "kng-distance 

mercJJants, " l ust I! men had their pets .10 {:Oo did the Almighty, and it was Leviathan. Hay im 

NahmCln Bialik find Yehol'hua Ha1Jtl Ravnitzky, edl·., T hc Book of Leg nds: Sefer Ha-Aggadah 

(New York: Schocken, 1992), pp. 400-1,510. See also VI. 5. The Tannin. 
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Tannin from the Serpent Sword (artifoct 12). 

a. 

And God ereared the grear sea monsters (Gen. 1 :2 l)-Leviathan thc bol t-s traigh t serpenr and 

Leviad'lan the co iled serpem, so said R. Yohanan. 

R. Judah said in the name of Rav: All tha t the Hol)' One creared in His world, He cn:~ated 

male and female. So, roo, Leviathan the bold-stra ight serpenr and Leviathan tbe coiled serpent 

He created male and female, and if they had mated wirh each other. [their nu merous progenyl 
T he 't

would have destroyed the emi re world, aJ l of ir. What did the Hol)' O ne do? He castrated the 
885, 

male and killed the remale, preserving her in salr for the righteous in the world-ro-come. 
Rom

R. D imi said in the name of R. Jonathan: Gabriel wi ll stage a h unt of Leviarhan , and bur 
Bri rr

fo r the holy One's helping him, he would be unable to preva il against ir. 
over 

R. Oimi said in me name of R. Yohanan: \Xlhen Leviathan is hungry, ir emi rs a hery brcarh 
of fi

fro m irs mouth and brings all ehe waters of the deep ro a boi l, and bur fü r Leviathan's sricking 
scrut 

its head imo the Garden of Eden, 00 crearure could end ure the stench of its breath. Wh~n 
dese:

Leviathan i5 [hirsty, ir makes many furrows in rhe sea . 
pres'Ra bbah sai d in the name of R. Yohanan: The Holy O ne will make a feast for the righteous 
sealc 

our of the fl esh of Leviathan, aud wh at is lett will be portioned our and made availab le 
date 

merdlandise in the markerpIaces of]erusaJem. 
thRabbah also said in the name of R. Yohanan: T be Holy O ne will make a sukkah tor the 
cor 

ri gh teous out of Leviarhan's ski n. The Holy O ne will spread ehe rest of dle skin over the walls 
1 0 

of Jerusa lem, and its radiance will shine bright from one end of the world ro the other, as is 
hi! 

sa id, "Narions shall walk by th)' light, and kings by th)' shilling radi an ce" (Isa. 60:3). 
bL 

b. 
31 
cl-R. Judah said in the name of Rav: T he day consisrs of tweh e hours: the fi rst th ree. [he Hol)' 

O ll e, blessed be He, sits and occupies Himself with Torah ; the nexr m ree, He sits and issue 
pjudgments fo r the emire 'world, all of it-when H e sees dur the world is so guilry as to deserve 

extermination, He rises From the rhrolle of j udgment and sits down on the th rone of 
c 

compassion; the nexr rhree hou rs, He sirs and reeds the enrire world. fro rn the horned wild ox 

ro li ee; the fin;] I rhree hours, He sirs and disports wirh tbe Leviathan, as is said, "There is 

Leviathan , whom T hou has form ed to sport therewith" (Ps. 104:26; B. AZ 3b). 

246 


