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V THE BELOVED LAND 

The Hebrew ward" ob" identifies the t'NO temples on Ar ifacr 13 and appca rs below the 

tempI on the obverse of Arrifacr 6, signed by liver and dedi ated to J udas, Benjam in and 

Isaa , All rhrec instanees reEer ro remple si" in Jer alem- the Clm rJ1 o f rneHoly Sep ulcher 

on Ca lvary Of G olgotha and o lomon's Temple Of [h e Holy of Holjes n dle T m pl Mount 

or ollnt Zion, The province ab ur J ru alem was not g nerally caJled the H oly Land ull ti l 

the larer M iddle Ages. T he Jewish cllstom, consi tenrly observed during rne Geollic Period we 

are deali ng wi rh, was to caJl P· lesti ne the Beautiful L m d (A z Trobi), T his o pres ion was 

ba~ed n Hebrew cri pru re (Daniel 11: 16,41, " the beaurifiJlla tld ," terra ill c~yta, "glorious 

land" in th King James V rsioll of the n Iish Bi I ' cf. u r. 8 :7 "a go land"). C hris tia ns , 

Oll [h omer hand, prererred (0 sp ak of tbe 'acred Places, H I, Lm d alld thc li ke. J ws today 

~il ll ] llJea or Palesrin the Lan 0 Israel. In m e ieval pie and poerry. the wives of Aymeri and 

Will iam are aid t come frorn ea I 1 e, thal is, r rad, rne Land oF King D id, Arche logi ts 

ur ehe U. " C;ollthwest and Mexican Nonh w ( have remarked rha traJe routes in the lan d f 

the Hohok:un (Calalw) corr p ndecl wi rh importa m pa rimage ro ds /paths, and rnar 
trumpe' II ed in rrade and pilgrim evenrs wer diagnosric ofToltec h i h ime clll ture. In [his 

re pec , ir is perhap not surpris ing [ learn rl,at our Romani featured rlleir ovvn pilg rimage 

sires a!nng with trump 'ts and [emples. Aztec chroni 1 s later distingu ished berween a Red 

Land, OId Red Land .1nd Id OlJ Red Land . In many Native American rradüions, "red" 

meat1t· er ved." The ancient Egyptiaw ca lled [he deserr counuy th Red La nds, or amery, 

). " sang 0 Palest'ne as emz a!Ju!Jo (" beloved land ') , C uid ehe Red Land (har Q uerza lcoatl 

saile' fo, h;:tve be n rhe original Id Id Beloved LUld oflsrael :l nd the Id Red Land have 

been Rhoda, where be came fro m) Was I ra I III seeking [0 make af~JI({h, areturn w tht: land 

fhis ancESrors at me end of his Iite? See Jacob Mann, The Jews inlc.gypc (md ill P,lfestine tmder 

:h( Faum,d Ca/phs, 01. U (Oxford: Oxford UP, 1920), p. 424. 
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Ml']{('H Al'il'f ADVENTUJUlt KiNGS OF JU l< )])A 

L'wi;l' 1. Homilyon the Temple at Jerusalem and Mourners for Zion 
(}/)/.. 

r c:ru.r
jews worldwid~ traditionally mourn tbe deslructiO/l ofthe First and Second Tempk 0 11 the Ninth 
ofA IJ, a mrljorfilst ritzy. The First Temp le, bui lt by King Solomon, was destroyed by the BabyloniolJ 

King Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.CF., alld the Seeond Temple of515, rebuilt by H erod, lINI' 

destl'O)'ed by the Romans in 70 CE. Othe,. /tational dünsters were associated with the same dille. 

After the Bar Kokhba ReuoLt was put dOWI1 17)' the Romal/.s, one year later, in 136 CE. the Emperor 

Hadrian p l/llished thejews by est(lblishing a p agan temple to/upiter on the site ofthe Holy ofHolit! 

alld rebuiftjerusalem as a Greek cit), ftamed Aefia Capitolina. Henceforth NO j ews were alLowed in 
\'(th 

j erusalem. The expulsion ojJews ./rom Spain under the Inquisitioll in 1432 is also said 10 /;m'f 

occun -etlon the9h 
0/Av. Graduafly over time, the 9''' 0/Av begall to be imlJgined (lS th f' da) Ibr 

fm 

bei n 
Messiah would return, reeLeem the people ofIsmel {md rebuild the Temple. Tlm s, i 11 most oldtr 

pm
liturgieJ the High Holy Dap contail1edpassages/rom/eremitlh lmd olher prophetJ on the destn/ctioJl 

[hat 
of the Temple and the cumillg o/the /v/essial1ic Times, or Shabbat ofAges, the Ern of Perlce. 111 

Palestine, j ews were aLlowed ollce a year OTZ the .(J" 0/Au to visit thei,. hOlypltlces, chießy the Telllpi/' 

lv/ount (Zion) (md lvJollnt of Olives, but r!n ascetic sect crt!led the 1I1ourners for Z iO/1 wm 

p emlanenf residents in j emsalem (md rletive alongside Christian monks (md mms. Collectiolls were 

taken up for thern throughout jewish cormmmities. 111 1040, Rabbi Elijah bell Menachem 0/ f. e 

Mam in Nm·thern France retlched the Moul/.t o/Olives and wra/e home there were ([bout 12, 000 

olher jeuH uisiting j erusmem at the sttrne time (GrosJnwn). During the time slice of the TUCSOii 

Artiflzcts, the world s a.ttention was riveted by the Hol)' [arid. i\1wlim authorities genmdly took a 
t

to/errlltl view o/judaism, and Muslim pi/gnmsftee6' lIisited](!wish holy sifes both in PaLestine {md 

Babylon, but Christians ofthe slamp ofAgobard and the m ostly right-wing e!ergy in COllStantiTlOpi( 

bega1J to insist that all jews be expeLIed /rom the Holy City. The anti-judlJism m ovement oflheday 

ridiculed in partieula,. the ancient order ofthe MoumersfO ,. Z io/Z, who spmt their daJ'S Üljasfhlg 

andpoverty lamenting the desf/'uctiOll ofthe Temple altd prayil1gfor its restoration and the coming 

of'the j'vfessiah. 111return, cl southern ltalian rabbi about 845 wrote a M idrash in whicb h f' wIlrnrd 

jews ofaballdolling tbe Mournersfor Z ion and seerns to hmle recruited 17eW supporten flr the jewish 

presence in thc Ho!], Land His Pesilettl Rabbati (Homilies on Holy Days) was widcly circulatrd 

tJlld represented an irnporttJll t flowering ofthe /v/erl,abah traditioll. Significantly, ill the oLd j ewish 

liturgieaL yetlr Vom Kippur inaugu,rated aseries ofstriptural lessons 071 tbe destl'uctiofl ofLhe 7empl.e 

and the thmZt: 0/ redemptiofl. In the ninth emtztry, wCtllthy]ewish mereha/lts-olle bas to thillk 

they must halJe included some ofthe figures mentioned i71 our TucsoTl Artifocts-tlctua/~y jJurcJ1rlSed 

land ou the M OlmtofOlives rmd lv/mmtMoritlh (Temple Mount) to safoguard itftom beingrkfiitd 

and i/15ure open aeeess to jews. In att illtriguing "prequel" to the discovery ofthc Dead Sen Serolls, 

the Byztmtillt! Katholikos TiTIJothy rttported that j ews who had "ceeived instmetion in ChristiaT/ity 

(the patriarch does" 't explicitly stote whether they becrwze eOl1verts) told him ofbooks found near 

j erlcho aboul 795, 01' ten years bef01'e, and sl1id that whm the j euh' o/jeruslilem (o l1.r trndillg 

outpost?) wert: informed, tbeyjlocked to the site {md identified books of the Old Testament (md ot!m 

H ebrew writings. When the Cl"ttslJde/'s entered j rrusalem in 1039, they completely rnilSSacred th, 
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Jl'Wi h inhllbitants to d ltUllI , W017/IU/ tlnd dJild (lna' destroyed all records and manuscripts. They 

'ook OL'!'1' bod' Muslim muifewish .\·hrines. W illiam G. Brtlude. esikta Rabbari: iscou rse fot 

F~[:; :iSr, and pedal abb ms. vo/s. (New Haven: Ya/e UP, 19 8), pp. 551, 662-68. 

PISKA 28 

S MMARY 


W eping by dle 


riv rs of Bab I n 


When the childn:n of Israel were barushed , me Temple destr yed , and the anhedrin rcmoved 

from its eat, God sald My Tmt is spoiled. anei all My cords ({rt' brokm, erc. 0 r. 10:20), My tmt 

being the emplc and MJ cords [he Sanhedri n. At that timt: Israel aid: Ir would be a 

pr ranati n to th ink tha t G od exccures judgmenr irhOllt ju rj e. T h reupon th yadmi tted 

dur they had come to <Trief becaust: of (hei r own misd . .. . 0 p ite th ir tra nsgressions, 

cl has prom ised rhat t me ing:nhering of! rael H H irn If will build t.he emple. 

h M um r for Z io n and 

T he advent of th t! MessiJh 

The Mou rners fo r Zion suItered grea r distT ss because man children o f Is rael borh mo ked 

and scorn cl ehem. Bur when cl ese m ekel' se the affli ci ns de recd b God for the yea rs 

immediately prec ding eh advenr l> [he Me;:s i 1, they wil l unders(:l.nd rhat it was because of 
me unendmg pray r of rh M urncr . r Zion mac rhe Messiah me. Thereu p n me 

righteous men in Israel y, ill ay li ke .sheep we wem astray . . . . 

Rejoia greatlJ. 0 daughter o/Ziol/, 

Shf)ut, 0 doughtn- offen/safem; be­

hold. the king corneth u;/to tbee. hf! 
is mbmr.lsive, and Jet he promise. aL­

vation. ajJlicted. ,md I,t! i riding 

UpOll (/1/ tlss. e7'1!l7 UpOI1 tl ,"olt ofthe 

foal 0/an ass (7f!Lh. 9:9). 

Thi \'e _, L tU e onsidered in the light o f whar Isajah was inspired by the h I)' spi.rir to ay: 

. nll • •e:r sud sllall be ?IOWrJ ilmang the natLOI/s, and thei,. offipring among the peoples (Isa. 61 : 

<) \Vh:lt ' id Isaiall havt: in mind whcn he p k chis ver e? He sp ke ir wirh a view ro 

omforr n!?; rhe MouII ers for Zion La whom rh Holy ne, blessed b H , will give ietory 

ver [h ir enemlc_, ; i said And their sud shnLl bi' known ImLOng the nations . . . m e Moumers 
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judgmem. fo r Zion ... yearn for del i veran ce morning, evening, and 110011. Now the Mourners for Zion 
N ab. 1.6 su ffered grea.t dis tress because it was children of Israel who both mocked and scorned thern. 
Ramlah, 

of Eg:.l'[ Ln that time rneMOllrners for Z ion wiU walk among and bcside the angels of destructiün like 
(Negeb)a man visiting with his fellow mall, für tbe angeIs of destrll ction will do no harm to the 
TiberiasMourners of Zion .. .. According to Isaiah, The nations shall see they triumph (Isa. 62: 2), these 
Thos~belog the nations of the earrh who will see the triu mph of the MOll rners for Zion. 

God. TI 
pieces. tl2. Earthquake in Ramlah 
in [be 

mete" d 
Earthqu.akes are mentioned in Artifoct 5A: 17-18 under the )ll!aT 880. TIN,)' were commoll IlO t 011/)1 

and ha 
in what is now AriZOntl but also in Palestille and S)lria during this time. From the Cairo GeniZll, 

But H 
tl celebrated grrwey1ard ofJewish textsfrom the rnedieval period, comes this rare, complele autograph 

urterly
letter ü! Hebrew describing a great earthqttake thllt occurred il/ Rrnnlah, "the emporium jvrE..?J1Jt 

fdl. T 
and an excellent commereia1 station flr two seas. . , This toum just nord, ofJerusalem was wi/hollt 

the SOl 
tioubt the seat and home base ofthe rnu/tinationtt! Jews who 1eft t!Je Tucsoll Artifacts in AmeriCll, 

ccurf 
as u/ell as bein!: the horne of Btl-b)lfonial/ Jews and sire of a jitmolls tlcadem}- Our merclJtlll1 

wom 
adventuren were ilO longer Imown ilS Romani, as the CaroliniilJl 0 1' Prflll kish p rC'Se/1u in ?Iliestine 

had dÜLlppeared b)l this time, but thq retained thelr desig11fltiol1 as Rhadanites, tl word tmderstood 

in Islamic quarters to mean "those who know the rOtlds, " even though it probabry clerived fO Hl 
Rhoda, "rose, eommercia! hub. " The handwriting in this letter has been identified flS tbat 0/ the 

gaon (/leaderny heae/, prince) Solmnon ben Yehudft, wilo sem this "eport to one ofhis friends in 

Fu.stl!t (Cairo) in Egypt. The Jewish tnlde mission thae was loctJted on al1 island in the Nife flnd 

called Rhodfl. The date cm-respollds to Thursday, December 5, 1033. Oliver and his folfow soldim 

and Rhadanites (long-distanCf! travelers) tnust hilve had like reilctions ofterror andp iety when the 

end came at Rhoda in 9 00. Jaco b /v/mm, T he Jews in Egypt and in Palestine under rhe Fa ri mid 

CaUphs, vol. I (Oxford- OxJord UP, 19 20), pp. 155-58. 

They wem out of their houses because they saw the wa lls bending and yet intact. and the bC'Jms 

become separated from the walls alld thcn revert ro rhei r former posi tion. T he strang bu i/dings 

collapsed and the new houses were plllled down. M any died under the ruins, fo r [hey could 

not escape. All wem out from their dwelli ngs leaving everything; behind. 'Wherever they turned 

they beheld God's powerfuJ deeds. The walls wrangled togerher and collapsed, T hose thaI 

remained are shaky and rem. Nobody resided in thern, for their owners feared least thev twnble 

down over rhem yet before daybreak. 

To descri be apart of the happenings, the hand wou ld weary. Also, rhe mlnd is distraught 

from wh at the eye saw and the ear heard. The verse has beel1 fulfiHed, "Behold [he Lord empties 

out rhe land and lays ir waste, dis torts its face and scatters its inhabi t:1rHs." He that is prudent 

will understand . For all were al ike, like people like priest, Like servant Iike his master, when 

they leh rheir places and sought refuge for their lives. Many resigned themselves to the (Diville) 
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judgment, recicing sev raJ verses ( trom Jer. 10.1 0, Ps. 104. 32, Job 9. 6, Amos 9.5, Ho. 4. 3, 

ab. J.6) . T his evenr wok place o n T hllrsday, Tebet 12<1 ', sudclenly bef re sunset , al ik in 

Ram lah , in [he wbole ofFilasrin (Palestine), fra m fortiS ·cl ci ty [0 opt:n iltag , in alt omesses 

(lf Egyp (i ,e. Farim id ruled) , fro m [he sea ro Forr Dan (Baniya ), in all e iries o f thc sOllth 

( egeb) and me MOlm r to Jenrsale m (and surrounding p i ces), CO Sh ~h m a nd her villages, 

Tiberias and her viHages, the Galil an mountains [he w hol f Palesti ne. 

Those that rraveled on [he high r acl~ (the Rhada n ites) related [he m ighry aces of the li ing 

God. They say. "We bave seen th mou n tai ns shake, lc::ap like stags, [heir stOnes broken imo 

pieces , the hi!locks swaying [0 and f'ro, and the [rees be ll d ing down, " In some places [he waters 

in the eisterns reached rhe b ri m. T h e rongue is inadeq uate fo r Ehe tale. Were ir no t for God 's 

merev tha t ie happened before (he day was go ne, when people c u ld see ::md warn each other, 

3nd had ie been in the n igh r when everybody was asleep, onl)' a /'ew would have been saved . 

But His meröes a re m any and His kindnesses numero us . T hough He de reed , He will nor 

utrerly desrroy. H e moreove r, in His g odness brouglu Out th ick c10uds aod heavy rai ndro ps 

fell. Two g rear rain bows appe-are I. ne of thern sp li r up imo hai es and fire was visible from 

the southwesr. T hereupon {he ea rthquake rook place, me li ke o f which was not (had not 

occurred) since early rirn es. On that n ighr (the e-arth) shook agai n. A ll w re in Ehe su ces, men, 

wornen . an cl ild ren , imploring God , rh Lord of [he sp irir , r q u ieren [he e~1rth a nd ser ir at 

re rand save borh man und animaJ. O n Friday, as weil as on the followi ng night. the qllakes 

recu rred. All were terriHed ami Fear-stricken. Earth a lld iLS inhabitanrs weH: m iren (for Fear) . 

They alt wept and cried with a loue! v ice, 0 m r iful One, hav merey a nd rerra r From th e 

im nded pU l1ish menr. 00 not en ter up n judgment. In anger remember ro be meIciful aod 

pay no h .ed [0 (our) forme r ins. jj are t rembüng, sining on (he ground, startled everr 

l11omem, shaki ng and swayi.ng ro :lnd Fm. Si n .e eigb r day the rn ind L n sacisned and rhe 

soul is not ae res t. 

What wulJ the wri r r (0 [h is letter) do (bur t ) ad dress the pople to dedare a fas ,summon 

a solemn assembly, gout m {he f1 eld, rh cemetery, in fasting. wec ing and la m nenn n, alld 

redt , 'Te;u- your heans, and not )'our garn nts. and return [ the Lord OUf GoJ., erc. Come 

let us r turn 0 G cl, et . And let U5 ask ~ r mercy. Who know , (pe rhap ) He will retract and 

r~pem. etc. I erhaps He will go back fro m Hi.! 6 ree anger, so tbar we perish n r." (God) 

magnified me rnira le mac alt [he days whicll me people spenr in ehe treets and in the open. 

11 rJin fell. Also the governof of me ciry. w ir! the men in the Caliph's employ, pitched their 

H:nt5 for th.emselves outs ide {he [Own and are saUthere. May the Lord, Ehe God of me universe. 

ook down mercifulh uron bis world. have picr Oll (Hi ) creanue ', save man and ani m al , and 

ilaVt: compassion wim babes and slicklings and rhose thar know not (m di sringuish) berween 

righr and leh, so that we perish not. May He deliver you fro m chis a nd the like. protecr from 

~II harsh de"ree ' , hjde YOli in His tabernac!e on he da' ofevlI. and shelrer Oll in the prorecrion 

ot His wings. Muy HexaIr you ano mav YOUf good aces, kindnesses, and righteolls deed stand 

rOll in good ste-ad . fay He- make you clweLl securely and a t ease fro m e 1l fear. amI Y 1I be a r 

p~Jce. vour hauses and all m. r belang to you ar peace, R eeeive ye pea e from rhe Lord o f 
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An inventPeace. 

Jeremiah 10: 1 O. Bur the Lord is [ruI)' G od: He is a living G od, T he everlasri ng King. Ar Jerusa1em 
theenHis wrath, the ea rth qllakes And nat ions cannot endure His rage. 

Ps. 104:32. He looks at the eanh and it trembles; H e rollches the mountai ns and rhey 
First. in tsmoke. 
kries. l j Job 9 :6. Who shakes ebe earth from its place, T ill irs pilJars quake. 

precede tAmos 9:5. Ir is my Lord the God of Host-s At whose to uch ehe eaIth n eOlbles And a11 who 
;o.cco u ntanldwell on it moum, And al t of it swells like the Nile And subsides li ke the N ile of Egypt. 
HolvCalH os. 4:3. For that, the earth is withered: Ever)'th ing thar dwells on it languishes- Beasrs 
}lIkeflosof the fi eld and birds o f (he sky- Even the FIsh of the sea perish . 
ca.re of lhNah. 1:6. W h o can stand before H js wrath? Who can resist H is fur)'! His anger poms our 

were not ! likc ftre, And rocks are matte red because ofHim. 

3. Charlemagne's Hostel at the Holy Sepulcher 

This piitJWhm Cdiph Hart1/l al-Rashid gave Cbarlemagne the key~ to lhe Holy Sepulcher and aLlowed 171m 

to estrlblüh Liltin montls!t7ies imd hoste!s in the Ho 01 Land it WilS evidendy our Romimi, iil Land Ir 
sh,'iru:s fJ conj unetion with the Bilbylonian exifClrehand P,üriardJilte of/erusalem, who fit!fiiled the role of 
pLayr:d i , lay ildministrtltioll. FrtUlkish tlxes-symbol ofCaTolingirm military iluthority.-guard the holie.II 
Frtwkis,sife in ChristmdolN Oll the G dalus regiments m ilitary standard (A rtifiu"t 13). Thc same emblems 
Lo ehri appeal' beside the llilm es ofLevitesJud({j~ Benjamin ilnd !sfIlU: Oll the La/hz cross ofArtdar! 6 (abot.!l 
rztiw ~.880). / 11 808, ifnperiai authorities at Aru hen made Illl inventory ofpo5.fessiol15 tlnd p erso nrte! Iil 
Domeiuldition to c1.ergy, Ja)! persolls are emmzeraled resf!onsible fo r tlccounting, .l'l!curity, willer supply {md 
(he Hf',other services,' sO/ne o.f these were l'Vident6' Jewüh. OfIhe tbree hoste/s, du Latin-speaking oilefol' 
wer~ 11:Westemers (1/)170 were idwa)'s Ihe most im po rtml t pilgrim~) was /oetlted immediately adjoilling 1/;(' 

leW,> IHoly Sep tlicher. fl wtls joined to Cl /arge ml1rketpulce ((nd suppOl'ud by the !::,trll11t ofgenerous rerm 
throll.;:t1lld pi'ivileges alo ,tg wilh /!X/mslvl' flgt'icuLturaL d01rttlim 1/ettrby. Between 826 alld 867 Ihe 

IUtt 1'1Frrmkish mOflastay 071 the Mount ofOlivesjfLl on jillfw cial difficuLties and was br·ollght inside thr 
I 

t/,1/1111walLs ojjerusalem d ose to the HoL)' Sepukher. /lbout 900, t1.) ehe Caro!ingüm J sLipp ecl into greatt'r 
rdtbdivision imd decadmee, aLf these irwaflations lost their means ofsupport iUtd became impoverished. 
liluThe tenth cenfUry was il pllrtu ularly stom lY pm od The stlncrionr arid destruction of images injlictaj 
Bllbyon Christians /ry thc I!Cu) Prltimid ruLen' was bfllmed on j ews from Orleans. In 1009-10, the "mad 
20U I 

crzLiph" Al-Haleim completely dcstroyed all Ch,.istial1 buiLdings in } erusalem. When St. Mary oftbe 

Latins was fount/ed in the !ale eüventh century, hostels flr \·'{1estern pilgrims shaki(y rcappeared 

This phase wüsfoILowed by the Crusaders arou71d 1100. After 1120, the French TernpLars stepped 

into the raies of Frallkish Levites from the agl' 0/ Charlemaglle {md managed the holy sues and 

enormOltS revenues then jrom. M ichael MC'Comlick, C harlemagne's Survey of the Holy Land 

(Washington: D umbarLMI Oaks, 2 011), pp. 81-91, 200-1. 
So 

per 
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An inventory memorandum of God's houses and monasteries that are in the holy city of 

Jecusalem and its environs. and of the bishops, and the priests, deacons and monks. and 

the entire clergy serving God in mose holy places, and the monasteries ofwomen. 

First, in ehe Holy Sepulcher f the lord: 9 priests; 14 deaco ns; 6 subdeaconSi 23 canonical 

lerics; '\ 3 gtl4udian wh m rhey call "whip-m nn (ft'agelites); 4 1 monks; 2 [i ndividuals] wb 

pr c de [he patri reh w im candles; 17 crv, nrs of the patriarch: 2 provo ts (praep ositi); 2 

d..:counran ; 2 notacie ; glli rcis " ho con inua lly watch er tbe Lord's Tom b; 2 priests; at 

Holy Calvary: 1; at the L rci 's Chalice: 2 ; at eh H Iy Cross and the Face-Cloth : 1, 1 deacon; 

JynkeLlos ho manage cv ryth i11g under rh patriarch; I; 2 cella rcrs; 1 u casur r; 1 who takes 

care of the foun ts: porters. Al l rold, ehere are 150, exc pt fo r the 3 ho (els (i .c., the h srels 

were not run by the ch urcb). 

4. Journey of a Breton Monk to Egypt and the Holy Land 

This pi/g"rimage account by a Breton ofthe nil/th century shows that religious tourism to the Holy 

Land .Forn the We t was proteeted by the Pope. MO llemmt within j erusfl!etn and surrounding 

,hrines was regulated ~y ehe Muslim tm thorilies It1Ider the c..tdiph in Btl~ylon. The Patrittrch"te 

played tl cmtrat role in guttroflteeing ehe {({foty o/lJisitorr tl ild timst halle cOiltinued Charlemagrtl! 's 

Fmnt<f.;/J police fo rce (:ee artijoct 13). TI. e hureh 0/the HoL)' Sepul. her and like J'ites UJere open 

to }Jri tim, vi itoT'5, but tlJe Arab campo/md 0/the ä(y, conülining the Dome ofdle Rock and the 

rU;11S0/ the Jewish temple (calkd by the nuaderr of fllter times Solomo n j. Stllbles), incLudillg the 

Dome ofthe Tablets . tandillg iu the courtyard between the two, ,md identified as the remainr of 

/he Holy ofHo/jes (see ar/ifm:! 6E), UHI oilLimits, thollgh it is Likely Middle Dlstern gtlrbed Jeu!" 
were allowed in as Long tlS (bey dld not become obtmsive. Also, Ollcr d year, Mi Ihe Ninth o/A lI, 

lews were permicted into the HilI'am aL-Sharij 10 ILzment the dr.fflsters and l·,damitiel' rujjered 

tlmJUgholl! history by !he Jewirh ppople. Not" that i" the descriptio" /lftht! Holy Fire, it is Im angeL 

IItlt lIJ!peill"i f() kindk N. TMs must IJflvp been part 0/ tlu pageamry ([n d stagecraft of those who 

llI/lJged "pn-OtTons Il1ld eL't>! ts iu ChrLltiml Jerusak-rn-simiLar to our modem-day theme parks 

Imh tlmrjrlms .md hofogra1Ju 1111d acher high-red. slJO vs. The writer dar: not sa)' "someone dressed 

ike 1111 t1ngf'~ . hut "fm (mgel " From Bemm'd the MOllk, ' j4 Joumry ro the Holy PLaces and 

Baby/on .,'N}ofm Wilkinson. Jerusalem Pilgrims before ehe C rusades (Qxfo rd: Arü ({lid PhiIlips, 

1001, pp 260 r.,9. 

This is a journey to r.he Hol)" Places and Babyion by three rnonks, Bernard and his cornpanions, 

ln me year 87 0 3frer me in -arnarion of our Lord Jesus Chri r 1 Bernard 'oined twO od1ers, 

brethren In reli~ous devotion, wh ",anred to see me Holy Pla c:s (Th udemu nd from Sr. 

'incenr ot Benevenrum, or Farfa. and Sr phc!n , a Sparuard) . Fran e \Va the place of my birtb. 

u we \et off t Romc tO s e Pope Ni holas. and obrainc:d Fr m h irn what W w<lnted, 

penni, i n r make uriourney and hj ble sing, 

I ' ­.J. 
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iVHJ1CH ANT ADVEi\ T'1lTHEH KJ]I;CS OF I~I J( >DA 

(They trave! to Mouot Gargano aod the pilgrimage church of St. Michael, then to Bari, 

held by the Muslims, and Taranro, where they sa il to Alexandria, Dami etta and Fustat on th 

Nile and proceed by caravan to Palesrine.) 

Thcn we reached el Ariza, aod from cl Ariza we came to Ramlah , near .vhich is (he 

monastery of Blessed George the Ma rtyr in which he ües buried. From Ramlah we burri ed on 

(0 the village of Emmaus, and from Emmaus we reached the holy city of]erusalem, where \VI 

srayed in th e hospice of tbe Most G lorious Emperor Charles (L e., Charlcmagne, see V.3). All 

who come to Jerusalem for reasons of devotion and who speak the Roman language (Latin) 

are given hospitality there. Beside it there is a church in honor of Saint Mary, and thanks to 

this Emperor it has a splendid library (ar Bible), and rwelve mansions, with 6e1ds, vineyards, 

and a garden, in ehe valle)' of Jehoshaphat. 10 front of chis hospice is the fo ru m, and anyone 

who does his business there pays the person in charge an aDnual fee of t\vo guineas. 

Amongst ehe churches inside the city there are fo ur of special importance, and their walls 

adjoin each other. O ne is on th e east, and inside ir are Mount CaJvary and the place where rhe 

Lord's C ross was found ; rhis one is caUed "Tbc Basilica ofConstantine." T here is another one 

on the soum and a third on ehe wesc this one bas the Lord's Sepukher in th e middle of it. 

Round the sepu lcber are nine columns, and ,h e walls between them are made of excel lent 

stone. Fou l' of me nine columns are in fron t of the actual comb, and these (wi th the walls 

between them) sllrround d1e stone placed by the tomb which the angd rolled back, and on 

hieh he sat after the Lord had risen. lt is un necessary to write a great deal about this sepulcher 

ecause Bede says qu.ite enough abou t it in his hisrory. Bur it is worrb saying what happens On 

Holy Sarurday, the Vigi l of Easter (tbe ceremony of the Holy Fire). In the morni ng the oftlc 

begins in th is chureh. T bcn, when it is over they go on si ngi ng Kyrie eleison till an angel comes 

and kindies light in the lamps whid1 hang aver thc sepulcher. T he pa tria rch passes same of 

cbis ligh t to ehe bishops and the rest of the people, and rh us each one has light where he is 

standing. 

Th.is patria rc.h, T heodosius (reigned 864 to about 880), was so renowned for the sa ncti ry 

of his li fe mat me Christian people d ragged h im out of his monastery, 6fteen m iles from 

Jerusalem , and made hi rn parriarch over aU the Christians in the Promised Land .. .. 

Ta the noreh is ehe Temple of Soloman, which conrains a Sancen synagogue (Dorne 0 

[he Rock mosque), and to the soum ar{' the iron ga tes tbrough which tbe angel of the Lord 

brougbt Peter out of prison, bur these gates are not opened ... . 

Leaving Jerusalern , the Holy C ity, wc went down to the sea, and after boa rding a sh ip (at. 

Joppe) we sai led for sixry da~. ft was ex treme1y uncomfortable since we did not have a steady 

wind. After this long journey we wem ashore and arrived at the Mount of Gold, where dlcre 

js a cave wi th sevcn alta rs, and it has a large wood above it. T his is sucb a dark cave rhat anyone 

wbo enters has to take a ligh ted lamern . T bc Abbat there was the Lord Valemine. 

From the Mount of Gold we wem on [Q Rome .... 

Now I must tell you how Cbristians in JerusaleOl and Egypt can keep God's law. Relations 

berween the C hrisriaos and pagans are exceUenr. T hus, sa}' I were traveL ng, and ehe came! or 
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donke}' whieh y( ur humble servan rid ing died n the way. and lIeh aU my belongings 

rI ere wirhom ~my one tO J k · er mem, and wem off to ehe city to fetch aao ther animal, T 

\\ou ld find everyrhing uaharmed when r cam back. Good r lauor - ml::an as much as du c. 

Bur [if] any tr3Ve! r who ca} i city. r goes on a j umey by sea or a n Lher way is found 

bv night or day w ithour a pJper or stamp iS5 ued by on 01-' the King' o r "Princes of that cou m ry, 

[he] is sem ro pri o n tb re unril stich tim e th n as he n explai n th t he is not a spy. 

5. On the Architecture of the Holy Sepulcher 

Jhr: middLe ByzantinephtJseofthe H00' Sepulcher / eatured the Patriarch~' cross as shown 01/ Artifoct 

/3. f-Iaui1lg roots in Samarium jewish histOIJl' the Pan'hlrc/! ~, erOfS !are/' impired the 7i:mplar a·oss. 

These COltnections sttggest that the originaLconcepriofl of Masons allcl FrCCmtl.fO l'IS weilt back to the 

jews off erusalem. It was /nus who pOinted out to Heleml the Like/y ümltion ojjestls:r tornb as lUef! 

IlS probäbLy ,-ite ofhü cruc{/ixion. jewish masor/s he/ped carve the /ivillg rock [uto a pilgrim : shrille 

surmotmted by the !2-p iL"lred "aetliC/llllm" (littLe how-e/ 1ewsprimarilyjJ-ol/'l FranC{' (md Britttlny. 

for cer/turies under the Uma)'yad. Abbasid Ilnd Fruirn id rwthoritic,-, operated tl sort ofconccHio11 on 

that tOllr destination. In C/:l ri titlrl tradition, the t)tj)ofogy ofthe H061 Sep7llcher was copied il/ church 

flrchitecture. especiafLy btlpti,-teries, find BibLe ilLustmtioflS. From the lIinth to the {welfth cer/lUrf!'.\" 

.here were a{ lellst nineteen imitations oI its architecture in the Lahil \.\lest, including PuMa (md 

the Rotunda hurcl, (Zr AllclJen. An ideaLizedjörm with two MIour colurtlllS erlme to represmt the 

Chrisliänßlith on Ilrolingitll1 coinflge. The cuft I~lthe cross {/Ssocirzted with the Holy Sepulcher W{/S 

especiafLy widespretltL in the \:v'esl, with Ntlrbollne J;(wing ({ shrille constmcted ofwhite /norMe in 

lI'e Jifth century, Boiog71l1 abotl/ 450, Nanfes, Lyon, Odemls emd, ({course, the j nmous SalLta Croce 

: of in Gerusalemme buiLt on whtl/ was 'aid to I. ave been Hefe1lf1 SpaLace in Rome tt eariy tlS t!Je second 

hulfofthefifth l't'fltUry. WhiLe Cl:mstia71' graduaL/;' crented (1 Liturgimi 1)ersion o./!entsaLem in theil' 

es 

is 
rhllri'hf,~ Jews pursued a mystica/1Ji ion ofjerrmzlem. Constantiru X Ivfonomachos rebuiLt the 

t ity church ofthe All//Stasis in 1048 /tjt" it had been camp/eted destroyed by fhe CaLiph Al-Hakim. The 

pm Cmsflder smdcrtook a ren ire building prograr!1s both Oll o{'(otho aneL the Temple M ount fom 

1099.'0 /161. Recomtructiorl. ,.cp/tin iIIul embeLli.;·hmenJ~· irl rhe Inter M iddle Ages and Baroque 

e of P? IOd.< rCllrür d ie Atillstasis (.15 the wlinle compfex is termed) an exceedingly compli llt d structure 

,erd . (Ludv. Pho'itls, mpbilochia, no. 316. written 8 7 ed. Westerhzk VI, I (1987), pp. 122-24; 

I/nt Ü' PL Tram'fitiOti by John Wilki7lSon, Jerusal m P ilgrims ( Wtlrm;nst 1:' Aris (md PhiUips, 

1977), p. 146. 

Thc aving romb of ehe Lord is al t one bow hot away [r !Tl the ancient Je.ru atem . Tnde d, 

hl~ed Helena, whc::n she visired Jerusalem and de::uecl !har boly pla c uf the piles of ru bbish 
ron 

aml !t'rl, thef1 , extended [he buildings and ehe city waU . . . In fa r, chi rom b, though it is a 

arurJ.! ~OS , has been formed ioto a comb by masons. he rock has b n bollowed out frorn 

e3. t [0 wes(, ~ol1ning a nacrow chamber . .. Wha one might c:all the entrance or l110m h of [he 
lioo 

10mb, ",here rhe workman began ro cur Ln, has its op ning tacing caSI . .. W hat we are now
d o r 
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describing we learned from those who have taken tbe trouble tO reside in thac blessed place. 

6. Temple of Solomon 

In the ninth centmy the Temple Mount (Hartlm al-Sharif ,he Noble StmetutJIy) was barred 10 

Christians, but not jews. Mall)' jews secretly paid fheil" respec!J to the sllcred p lacn oftheir änastolJ 

either at the Christian Anastasis (Hof)' Septlfehe;} or M uslim Dome 0/the JW ek. They also /Jisili'd 

the Mount ofOlives opposite these shrines. I n the same Wrl)" much Idter. Eu ropean j e·ws ltisi fing 

R.nme weilt on tl tour ofobLigation that indud ed, in addition to such obvious 5igbts as .he Aren 0/ 
Titus. hieiden gerns Ii/?e San Lore77zo fuori Le M u/'a (hetldqudrters of the Pturiarch of ferusalnn). 

fehe Lateran (particu/ady its Sala GiudaiUl) tlnd ,he basiliea olSanta Croee di Genlsakmme (callrd 

shnply "Holy j m .tsalem 'j, whieh bad been bllilt on the jGurth-century Smorian paLace ofHeleno 

(md had afilmous rtLOSfzic ofMoses and the brazen serpent 0;1 the ftpse wall H ere "we find aurseLves, " 

acc01-din.'S IV Emumno Loel/insOll, "so to sa)" Oll Ihe /rontier betwurI religions. " H e poilzts out t?iZ 

al1cient jewish bouse 01 prayer dedicated In Daniel p receded the present-dtlY chure/; (p. 40). l nlhe 

.rea/Jerusalnn, there WrlS hardly fl trtlce /eft ofthe Setond Tnnple ofHemd, destroyed by tbe ROfmws 

and repläced by t1 temple ofjupiter and statue 0/ Hadriail the Emp eror zuhen Jerusalem was 

renamedAeLia Cl1pitolina rlndjuMe/ll'eCtlSf as Ptlfestine, jewish moumers on the Ninth ofAb wer!' 

ttliowed by the Muslims to hold fl cerernoYl)' {hae ortce a year to camme1/tOrate Ihe two tempks thlll 

had beeil destro).ed on the spot on t!u.!t same day. The T e!nple ofSoLiJJnon d.epicted on Artifoct 6B 

Ilnd laheled TOB ("ho~y, good, beautifid'') resem bles the p reSe1lt-dllJI lslmnic sti'ucture northeast 0/ 
the Dome o/thr! Rock ca/ted Dome oIthe Tab/ets 01' Dome afthe Sp irits. !t h"s Doric coLmnm iil 

the dzssieai style Ofll mtunda, simiw.r to tbe temple of Venus in Tivoli designed by H adriall, six 

steps {md (J. bill' through the iUl1ermost smlrtualJI to signifY Ihe Ha~y 0/Ho/ies accessible only to fhe 

H igh Priest. It is not knowl1 lUllen the Dome ofthe TabletJ- wrlsflrst buiu; On tbc same artifoct is 

emblllZOned a brazier repl'esenting the S/U1'ijiCCl- that took p/aee in the jewish temple. Wh f!7/ tbf' 

CNtsaders arrived in1029 tbey renflmed the Dome ofthe Rock "The T emp k ofthe Lord, " with Ihe 

eave beneath flS the Hof)' afHoiies, and ca/led the snuzller m asque el-Asqa "The Temple ojSo/amol1. " 

111 the jewish Mish/Ulb, Ihe temp le ofSolomon bemme a popuLar thenze expressive ofyeaming for 

j'vfessianic Mys, with vmying shrtpe.s, prop0l'tiom tlfld styLes, hut a.lwtlys distinguished by temple 

implements /ike Im ives, meat hooks Jar the srlcrijlciaL j lesh, braz iers arid ineense shove/s. Photius, 

quoted by jolm Wilkiwon, Jerusalem Pilgrims (OxJord' Aris and Phi/Lips, 2001). pp. 358-59. 

The po reh of Solarnon, like what was once ehe H oly of Halies. now dlat ehey are occupied by 

the godless Saracens and serve as their mosque (D ome of the. Rock) , are 110 longer knawn to 

any of ehe Chrisrians in Jerusalem, fa r C hri stians are forbidden e.ntry to places holy to the 

aracen. 
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This Christian temple with patriarch scross dated 705/rom the military standard 
Imown as the "Paddle" (Artifact 13-1) sterns to commemorate the reorganization of 
rtli[;fous shrines in Jerusalem under caliphs Umar, Al-Matik and At-Walid, 
corresponding in archittcture to tht depiction ofSoitJmon sTemple on Artifact 6B. The 
Latin patriarchate ojJmJSakm was rtstored at the same time. Photo Robtrt C. Hyde. 

7. T obit's Blessing 

TI,( IJook oj'TI,hit rells rht story o/mi hOllest, lIpright man of tl. e tribe ofNapl. tilli whose son Tobias 

. GOt' I . gooeF) overcomes tl donon wit/] the he/p olthe flngel Rap hllel find marries Sarah, a distant 

kllillfloman. At the el/d (eh. 13), Tobit smgs a p alm ofpmist to Go" whicJ. includes {I prophec] 01 

'J, yebt ild/lift. ojjerusaüm. The original ßtl~y/onitm legend was tlcceptec1 inta the Greek and Lalin 

Bibi- but ;'ar bun rl'legated to (he Jnvish Apocryp"a lJId does !lot flgure iu most Protestant BibLeJ. 

[t .i'· vel]' l'npfl/Ilr .vieh 'hri. tians {md lews durin/( the Middle Ages, fl otably in Fnmce and 

'cul'lr{~1 1l1f11.llg merChdlJl5. Followlng is the Killf: pmus Versio71 /rom ,he Erlglish Bible. 

LAnd -:-ob!t ehe eid r openmg his mourh, blesse<!. rht Lord, and said: T h u an great. 
o Lord. h rever, ::md thy kingdom is umo alt ages: 
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Ir2. 	 For thou scourgest , and thou savest: thou lcadest down CO hel l, and bringest up agai n: 
and theee is none that can escape ehy hand. fu 

3. 	 G ive glory to the Lord, ye ch ildren oH srael, and praise hirn in th e sigh t of thc Gentiles; h i 
4. 	 Because he hatb th erefore sclttered you arnong the Gentiles , wllo know nOt h1m, m Jt 

you may dedare his wonderful works, and make mern know [hat there is 110 other lt 
aJmighty God besides him. 

5. 	 He bach chastised us for OUf iniquities: and he will save us for his own rnercy. 
6. 	 See then what he hath done with us, and with fear aod u ernbling give ye glolY to him: IS 

and extol the crem al King of worlels in your ,vorks. ,\ 

7. 	 As for me, I will praise hirn in d1e land of rny caprivi ty: because he ha rh shewn hi .l g 
majesty tmvard a sinful nation. J 

8. 	 Be converted theretore, ye sin ners , and do justice betore God, beHeving d13r he will 
shew his rnercy co you. 

9. 	 And land my soul will rejoice in hi rn. 
10. 	B less ye the Lord, aJl his eleer, keep days of joy, and give glo ry to h irn. 
11. 	Jerusalem, eilY of God, the Lord b;tth chastised rhee for tbe .vorks of thy bands. 
12. G ive glory to [he Lord for th)' good things, alld bless the G od t temal, that he mal' 

rebuild his rabernacle in thee, and rnay caU back all the captives to thee, and wou 

mayst rej ~)ice for ever and ever. 

13. T bou shalt shlne with a glorious light: and all the ends of the earrh shall worsh ip Wer. 
14. 	Nations from atä.r shall mme to thee: and shall bring gi fts, and sball adore the Lord 

in thee, and shall esteem th)' land as hol)'. 
15. For they shall call upon the great nam e in thee. 
16. T hcy sha ll be cursed that sh all despise ehee: and they shall be condemned that sba ll 

blasphcrne thee: and blessed shall thcy be that shall build thee up. 

17. 	But thou shaJt rejoice in thy children, because they shaJl all be blessed, and shall be 
gathered togetber to th e Lord. 

J8. 	Blessed are all th ey that love thee, and that rejoice in thy peace. 
J9. My soul, bless th oll the Lord, because the Lord o ur God hath delivered Jerusa lcm bis 

city frorn all her troubles. 
20. 	Hc1PPY shall I be if there shaU remain of my seed, to see the glory ofJerusalem. 
21. 	The gares of Jerusalem shaH be bui lr of sappbi re, and of emerald, alld all tbe walls 

thereof rounda bout of precious stones. 
22. AU its m eers shall be paved wirh whüe and clean stones: and Allelu ia shaJl be sung in 

i t~ streets. 
23. 	ßlessed be the Lord , who hath exalted it, and may he reign over it for ever and ever, 

Amen. 

8. King Cyrus's Proclamation to Rebuild the Temple 

M uch estumed by .!ews during the lvfiddlc Ages, tJ) ;S pas.'age UM S appfied tn :be kmg ceruuries 

flilowing thc destroctwn of tbe Tempk ~y [he Romans in 70 C. E anti expectation ofthe comi7lgof 

a Messianic Age. Ezra 1: 1-11 (lVew]J>S TranslAtion); cf !I Chro1L 35, 26 ([(lV). 
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I [n [he firs t year oE Ki ng Cyrus oE P rsia, when thc word of the Lord spoken by Jeremiah was 

hllfiUed the Lord [ used th spi ri t of King C yrus of Persia to issue a proclamadon rhroughout 

his realm by word of mouth and in wriring as folIows: 

'''Thus said Kino- e yeus oE P rsia: The Lord God oE Heay n has give.n m e a ll the ki ngdol11s 

of the ea rth and has charg cl me wi th building H irn a house in Jerusalern, which i in Juclah. 

Anyon,- o f you ofal l His people-may God be wicl1 hi rn, ancl let h irn go up to Jerusalem that 

is in Judah an build the H ouse oE the Lord God of Israel, the G od th t is in Jerusale l11 ; "and 

aU wh Stay b h ind. whereyer he may be living, let the pe p ie of his pI. ce as isr hirn wi th silver, 

gold good, and livcstock. be..~ides ehe freewi ll o ffe.ring ro [h· House of od Lhat is in 

Jerusalem." 

I () the chiefs o f the clans of J ud h and Benjamin. and rh priests and Levi t s, al l whose 

spirit had been roused by God, gor ready to go up to build rh House f the Lord that is in 

J rusalem. 

6All their n ighbors supported rhern wich si lver yessels, wirh gold, wicl1 goods, with livestock, 

and wirh precio us objecrs , b ides what had been given as a freewiLl fferin g. 1J<jng Cyrus of 

Persia released the vessels of the Lord's h use which Nebuchadnezzar had aken way fro m 

Jerusalern and had pur in eh hou e of b is g d. 8These King Cyrus oE Persia released through 

the office of M ithcedath the ccea urer, who gay an inventory o f [hern to Sheshbazzar [he prinee 

ofJudah. 'lThis is the in ent ry: 30 gold basins, 1,000 silver basins, 29 lrn ives, 1030 gold bowls , 

410 silver double bowls, 1,000 o ther vessels; 11 in all, ,400 gold and silver vessels. Sh shbazzar 

broughr all thes back when the exiles came ba k from Babyion to Jerusalern . 

141 



VI SEAFARING AND COMMERCE 


The medieval Hebrew name of Brirrany is "aburs me sea." 1r is apparenr that Phoerucia ns arid 

.lews wcre among rhe di sri l1gWshed seafaring peoples Liv ing in its POrtS, ch ieAy Vannes and 

Nantes. T he live oaks of Noirmourier and o ther wooded islan ru have always p rovided excellem 

h ip-b uilcling materials, wh ile the m ineral weaLrh of me interim has been exploitcd for 

rbollsands of yea.rs. In amiqui ry, Britmny W :1S pa rt of the {-abled T in Isles (Prytania, Britannia. 

Cassi terides). Copper was smelted here since 2000 BCE. MeraLl urgical workshops and coal 

m ines are documcnred fro m the ea.r1i est of rimes. N ames was fou nded several centuries before 

Ma rseill es, France's other old sea-port. I r is weil known that Brinany possesses me oldest and 

riehest ti n mi nes in Ell rope. A vein of rhe pUfeSt gern quality ri n was fOllnd lInder m e earliest 

levels of hwn an babitatioll excava ted in N anres in the nineteenrh eenrury and li nked wim the 

Urn6eld culture of 1000 BCE. EXGlva tion around the Jard in de Plantes yielded 150 metal 

fragments trom the Bronze Age, rhe ru ins of Phoenician foundries on N anres' water courses. 

together wirh me remains of river boae ca.rgoes thar included rin. grain, salt, saleed 6sh, hides. 

tabric5 and mücelJaneolis cast metal objects. So me of the earliest gold coi ns were m inred by 

the Yeneti, a name many believe co be rhe same as Phoenician. Aneient m ine workings aod 

timbered gaUeries ean still be visited (as in Arizona) in the region of Abbarerz-Nozay, where 

fal len tools stilliie in some cases on the floor of the ru nnels. In fo rmer times, me mines wer.­

always guarded by a private or state army because of their grear value. 

Tbc perennial "brown. small-bodied, robu$r. agile, i!14ILsrrious" ethnic type of ehe pre-Celric 

Brerons has been idemified as Ligurian, 01" of Mediterranean odgin (Anatole Le Braz). 

During the ded ine of Rome and after its fall, Nanres continued to be mercanule, peacefu l, 

placid and prosperous. I es shipyards, mval stores and quais wete legendaJ)r. I rs merchant ruling 

caste included Jews and secret socieries mac mÜlgled. ar various epoehs . M ithra ism, me 

worship of l5is, the Sun Cult, Judaism , Dru idism and.t!Xorie Eas tern culrures. A guild of saijor. 

lied nautat' ligcrici controUed shjpping on ehe Loire, which eonnecred wim the Seine and 

Rhöne and formed the crossroads of trade in Franee , linking rhe Adanric wi rh the 
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M di rerranean. T he ciry god wa Vulcan who protected m ralwotkers and slLippers. 111 
surveyor's level and a..xe of carpenters were myscic signs. Thefe was always a decided characrer 

oE sYllcretism wir.h Celtic and Oriental e1emenrs and independenr thinking in th corporacio ns 

and cial fraternities. C hristiani ty began to encroach a the end of me third c ntu.ry, but many 

p ople remained adherents of paganism. After the Welsh and Cornish migracions around the 

sixth century. Ce.ltic C hristiani ty wich its parish s (Plou) and ki o lets (Br con mychtem, G rin 

rex klte populum; cf. the expressio ns ft r ki ng 0 0 I A) d minat d the poüti al aod rel igious 

landscape. 

The Comish, Armori an and Gali ian mining d istri es W f alt conne r d , managed by me 

same Brythonic-speaking in ternational cartd. Brit ns and Bretom seem to have sailed a11 over 

the world. for the alphabet peculi:u to th e adv nturers, ogam, bas been rep rted in Africa, 

Central Asia, M esopotamia, Jap, n aod N orrh Arnerica (PeUech). 

1. Jewish Merchants and Long-Distance Traders 

in the Early Middle Ages 

BeLgian medievflli. t Henri Pirenne thoztght a dash 0/ civilizatioW" sealed the end 0/ the Roman 

Empire atld shifted the axis 0/ world trade and wealth accuntu/ation ßom tlJe Roman Lake 0/ 
alltiquity (lvfediterranean) tv the aliphate centered on Jmq a"d S)wia in the Middle Bast. This 

pamdigmatie change oceUl7"ed betlUeen the seuew h tlnd ninth centurie , the same period represented 

by the Tucson Artifoccs and their creators, "Romani "fto m Britlany {md .Prrmee. The rising tide of 

1514"1 was turned ba kat the cost o/stagnation und backwardne5s in Westem Europe. /n the land 

ca/led Romania by Pirenne, loeal stmcl'tlrej· {md in/rastntctures decayed with nothing to rep lace 

thern /rom the barbaria17 intru&rs. money disflppeareÄ I1nd an agraril1n, i1'lcreasing/y j eudalized 

Europe developed Only fl sm alL numbe/' ofSyritl7l rmd Jewüh merchants in Rnman cities fike 

Narbollne and L)I01/111ho eould negot'iate the I/ew international border:,- kept open the flow 0/f astern 

luxttries to the West and propped up the shattered e onomy. lt was fl bold thesis /01' the 19205, but 

one tl: at seems to have stood the test oftime/01" irsperceptiveness, ma. j· o/detaiLs and cogent hi torical 

argument (see BOl/ nie Effi"OS, "The ErLduring Atmu:tion 0/ the Pirenne Thesis 'j. fncidentally, 

Pirerme did rIot arrive fit his fi lial view · unti/ a J elllish scholar had brought to tJis attmtion the 

/amous text mentioning the Rhadanites. Baron sumrned tlp the new order when he turote, "The 

uni/unnity ofJewi h /mv alld the Jewüh ütlministratiorL ofjustice throughout the world also gtllJe 

iln e(bJ advantage to the Jewish internatio nal trader over his Gentile competitor .. .. A J~w from 

Baghdad (ould easily draw up (J CDrz t1·(ut with a eore/igionist ./rom Marseilles, Itsing exactly ehe same 

termin% g (md knowing that, by bringing tht' comracting party bejore the Jell/tl-h court 0/ either 

city, he could obtain fiel/)lIstice " (p. 323). Pirenne does emphasize the credit systern o/Jewish traders. 

Henri Pirenne, Mohammed and Cha.rlemabn (Mineola: Dover, 2 001). This work i.r Olll 0/ 
copyriglJt and so J haue quoted /ibera!/y ftom it. Footnotes tlre omitted 
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InTIfE CONTINUATION OF THE MEDlTERRANEAN CIVILlZATION IN THE 
Ir hadWEST AFTER THE GERMANIC INVASIONS 
and 

culci"RoTnllnill" before the GerTnllns 
"Ra 

O f :til rhe fearures of tha t wonderful human strucrure, the Roman Empire. [he mOSt striking, proe 

Naod also [be most essential, was irs Mediterra nean character. ... Life was concenrrared on the 
Ishores of the gre-at lake . . .. The last grear city of ehe Norrh was Lyons. Trier owed i[:; grearness 

on ly ro its rank of temporary capi tal. All the oth er ci des of imponance-Carrhage, Alexandri a, nu 

N aples, Anrioch- were on oe near rhe sea. Byz.1 

Constantinople, the new capital, was before all a mariri me city . . . a great emporium, J of 

maou facturing ciry. and an imporrant naval base . . . . Syria was the terminus of the routCS by 
whieh rhe Empire was in cOffiffiunication wirh India and C hina, wh ilf' by way of the Black Sea 

it was in touch widl the North. TI! 
he West dependeJ on C Ol1 stanrinoplc for m anufacrured artk ies ::tnd objets de luxe. 

T he Syrians, or dlose who were known as such (including l ew s), were the pilots and traders 

of the w tern Seas. ft was in their bottoms that papyrus, spices, ivory, :md wines of qualiry 
ieto und their way even to B ri taj n . Precious fabrics were brought fro rn Egypt , and also herbs fa r 

the ascetics (bitter herbs, eateJl by Jews d uring Passover). There were colonies of Syriaus 
AIevcryv"here. T he port of Marseilles \'\IaS half Greek. 

As weil as these Syrians , the Jews were to be found in :111 the cities, living in small 

commuoities. The)' were sailors, brokers, ban kers .. . . 

he Roman Em pire cOll ti nued to be Roman, jUSt as the United Srares ofNorrh America . 

despite immigration, have remained Anglo-S<L""on. 

Mundus senescit (the world grows old), we read , at th e beginning of ehe TI. cenrury, in the 

ch ron icle of the pseudo-Fredega rius. And we have onl)' tO run through G rcgory ofTours to 

find.. 00 every page. thc traces of the grosses t moral decadence: drunkenness, debauchery. 

cupidiry, adulrery, murder. abominable aets of cruelry, and a perHdy wruch prevai led from rop 

(0 bottom of the social order. ... All the VisigOlh kings, wi rh ra re exceprions. died by the 

assassins ' k.l1ife. 
The court of the Merovingians was a brothel; Fredegond was a fri ghtful rcrmagam. 

Theodahat has h is will: assassinated. Men were alway~ ly~.ng in wait For thejr enern,ies. and a11 

a1mos[ incredible aJIloraJi t)' was universal. Thc story of Gondebaud is charaeteristic. 

Drunkeruless seems to have been the LlSUai condirion ofalL Warnen gor their lovers to mmdcr 

rheir husbands . Everybody could be purchased for gold; and aU chis wimout discinccion of 

race, for rhe Romans were as bad as the Germans. The c1ergy themselves--even lhe monks­

ere corrupt. .. among (he people piety did not rise above rhe level of a crude thawnarurgy 

(magical superstition) . . . . [The Vandals] were effemlnate, living in luxurious villas 3nd 

spending much time at the baths. The poems written under Hunerie and Thrasamund are ful l 

of priapic allusions. 
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In short, "Romania," tho ll h somewhar dimin ish d in ehe N orth, stUI surviv d as whole. 

Ir had, of cour e, Itered greacly to r th wor . I n v ry domain of]j 6 , in the art, li tera tu re 

and science, the reg ression is man itest. Peretlllte ... liberaliwn culturn litteramn1 (the 

cultivation of ed uca ted wri t ing perishing as we speak) , as Ge gory of T ours very uuly sal's. 

"Romania" su rvi ed bl' virtue f irs inertia. T here was nothing to take its place, and 110 one 

protested against ir. 

Nearll' all if not all t:h ki ng's agents were r cntited among the Gallo-Romans R man i). 

The in fluence of the Syrians was gready increasing in Rome, and they were becom ing 

numerous in th city; ther were even to be everal Syri n Popes.... The sea, which ehe 

Byzamines conrinued co contral spread [hei r influe nce in ;:tUdir ctions . And the civilizarion 

of rhe peri d as found beside the sea, boeh in the W est and in [he East. 

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SITUATION AFTER THE INVASIONS AND 
THE MEDITERRANEAN NAVIGATION 

Pmonlll Property and the Soil 

In Pro ence, du ring the Merovingian epoch, me system of t nu re w s entirely Roman. Here, 

it seems, th r were on ll' sma ll ta res , exploired bl' oloni ts (peasan ts). 

here w r still pi nty of la es. As we shalJ presencly see, they were mos tll' alien Bacb< ri os, 

Anglo-Saxon or odlers, prisoner of war. 

Navigation in the East. Syrians and]fflJ! 

17thThe Syrians were then the g rea t maritime carrier, as the D u rch were tO b in th 

cemury. I t as in Syrian ve$sels th t the spices of the Ea t and t~ inelustrial produ cts of rh 

gr t O riental eities- An ti eh, Damascus. AI xandria, etc.-were exporred. T he Syrians were 

ro be Found in aB ehe ports of the Meditercanean, bur they a lso pen t rareel inland. 

In rhe 6th century there w re large num bers ofO riental (incl uding J w s) in Souehern Gaul. 
The life of ain t Cae r, Bishop of Ad es (cl. 542), stares that he composed hymns in Greek 

and L'1rin for tbe people. T here weee also manl' in the N orth, sinc G regory f Tours speaks 

o the Greek merchants of O rleans . ... 

But in aeldjcion tO those mereh nts. who travellcd to anel fro, rhere were many wbo had 

s ttlecl in G aul. T hey are menrio neel in man' inscrip rions. Ther is one in the chapel of Saint 

Elo i in Ellfe, near the mou th of the Seine. The Syria n [0 wborn ie related was doub cles trading 

wirh Britain . . , . 

The p pulation of N arb nne in 589 c ns isted of Goms (Visigoths) , Romans (GaJlo­

Romans), Jew , Greeks and Syrians . . . . 

There were also Egypti n inAuen r work in Gaul. ... 

But th Syrians aod eh G reeks w Te not the only O ri n a ls in ehe W st. T here vere also 

the Jews, who w r alm sr as numerou . hey roo had pene rated e erywhere Wore the 

invasion , and there ehe)' r rnained after the inva, ions . . . . 
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T he bw of the V isjgorhs srated tha r OewsJ were li ving wlder [he Roman law .... Thanks 

to Gregory of Tours. we ~ue most fU Uy informed in respect of Gaul. There were Jews in 

C lermonr, Pari rleans, T a urs, Bourges, Bordeam: and Arles. Thdr center was Marseilles.lt 

was there mac they w ok refugcs when they were persecured .... 

Even if thq were disliked by the people, rhey were not at first molested by the aumorities. 

Certai n Jews were saUors , or at all evenrs shjpowners; Olhers owned land whieh wa.~ 

cu lrivated by colonlsrs or originarii; amers again were p hysicians. Bu r me immense rnajoriry 

were engaged in com rneree, and above aB in lending mone)' 3r interest. Many of thern weIe 

slave-merdlants; for e.xample, at Narbonne. Some were engaged in maritime com meree. 

G regory ofTOllfS mentions several who sold spiees at Tom s at Wlduly high priees, wirb (he 

eomplici ry of the bishop. In Paris, theJew PrisOJ s,fo milinris of King Ch ilperie, furn ished him 

with spices, un le.ss indeed he was his banker. far certail1ly rhe ward species wh ieh Gregory 

employs seems, in a certain passage, co denore money (metals). Tbe Gestn Dagoberti speaks of 

a negotiator. 5a10mon, whö was a Jew. Bur man)' of ehe Jews--doubtless tlle majority- were 

engaged in banki ng, and of these a Large Ilumber seem to have been ver)' wealrhy . ... 

W hile navigation was especially aetive ill thc Mediterranean, Bordeaux. anJ Nalltes were 

Iikewise busy ports, whose vessels crossed [he Aclalltic tO the British Isles-from which mey 
brougl'lc 5axon slaves- al1d ro Galieia . .. . Gaul had severaJ ports on ehe Medüerranean. In 

addi tion to Ma rseilles, rhere were Fos, N:u bonl1e, Agde, and Nice . . .. 

There are nllmbers of texts whieh tel l L1S that silk was worn by rhe men as frequently as by 

the womeo. And where could th is silk have come from, if not fmm the Easr? Ir was brollghr 

from China . .. . 

Tbe luxllries of die table were also suppUed by lhe EaSt. G regory speaks of the wincs ofSyria .(; 

which were exported fmm 

li 

Thc realI)' importan r b ra neh of O riental commeree, by whid1 it was aerually relared (0 

everyday life, was [be im ponation of spices. One cannot insisr roo stra nglyon ehe importaJlce 

of tbis trade. The Roman E mpire had received all sons of spices fi'om l ndia, C hina. Arabia. lt 

was ehe trade in spices rhar buil r up the prospeI ity o f Palmyra and Apamea. PUny the Eider 

esLimares that the Empire sperrt ever)' yea r ar least oue hundred millions of om francs (abour 

$150 million) on spiees irnported [rom ..India aod C bin a and Arabia. T heir diffusion 

throughour the Roman Empi re was not interrupted by [he invasions. They eontinued, after 

me invasio ns , as before rhem, co fo rm a eonsdruenr of rhe everyday djet. . . . 

[Clillperie 1I] gave [me monascery of CG-rbie in 7161 an autborization to Jevy [take away} 

merebandise from ehe ce//ariult/ fisci [royal supplies] of Fos rMarseilles. me busiest 

inrernarional trade port on ehe Med iterraneao for Gaul/Franee unrU destroyed by Muslim 

raiders from Spain shortly thereafi:er]. In [ehe diploma] J fInd clle following üst: 

cl 
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30 h gsheads o f garum (a kind o f ndiment). 


30 po unds of pepper. 


150 pounds of umin . 


2 pounds o f cloves. 


I po und of ·nnamo n. 


2 pounds of natd (ine n e, perfume). 


30 pounds of costum (an a ro mati herb) . 


50 po unds of dar s. 

100 pounds of ng . 

100 poun f a lmond .. 


30 pounds of pisra.ch ios. 


100 poun ds o f olive. 


50 pounds of hidrio (a kind of spiee). 


150 po unds of chick-peas. 


20 pounds o f ri e. 


10 pou nds of aura pimmto. 


20 ski n ' (seoda- ski ns dressed wirh o il ?). 


10 skin of C o rdova leather. 


50 quires f papyrus. 


Th e permission grame ro ehe mo nks does not speci f}r any parti~ dar da te: they u ld go 

(Q th cellae when eh e)' wi hed.... 
Papyrus was anoeh r th ing d1atarn - from the East, nd of which great quano ies were 

consumed. Egype has he monopoly o f furn ishing the wh le Em pire wirh the ridng materia l 

in general use . .. jt was a ne essary constitu nt o f social life. he ju rirucal and adminL trätive 

life of me mpire, eh very Fu n tionjng o f the ce, 1 eces irared mepractiCt' o f ehe a rr, w d 

the same ma said o f ocial r lario ns. T h mer hanL had theü clerks mercenarii lit~rati 

(l11eream ile se r taries) . Masses of p' p)'rus m ust ha been required . . . . 

[Records] prov th e isrence of exrr m ely active naviga tion on the )'rrh nian ea, (0 rne 
Easr and r th e ast f friea . Ca rcllage seem co have be n a ort o f ha lf-way sration For the 

O ri ntal trade. T here was also a coastin trade along the shores 0 haly. P r ven e, and Spain. 

Peopl rraveling to Rome fro m the North em ba r. d at M arseilles f r Porro (the Jewish 

quarrer), at rh mou th fehe T iber. T ravd ers go ing r Con tan ri n pie w m by sea, ... 

Inland Commerce 

531110 (1 wish name) . .. a rri ed in the countf)' of the W ends ar the head of a [roop of 

rnercha m adve tu rers, in 23-624... w es merchants wem inro ehe LllU1t ry o f he Wends as 

th VarangiallS f tht: 9'" entu ry entered Ru ia, in order to ra id he country for slaves, 3nd 

also, doubcl in o rder to bring back fü rs ... 

Samo was not ehe only merchant oF rh is charaerer , for n be orn ing ki ng f [he Wends he 
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had same Frankish merchanrs massacred, which led to war berween h im aod Dagobert. His 

accession [Q tbe monarchy is a striking poim ofsim ilariry berv"een hirn and me Varangians .. 

. Although Fredegarius called Samo lleg7lcitlflS (busi nessman), <ll1d h is companions llegu cifl./lteJ 

(bus inessmen) , we ca.nnot regard h im as a pro tessional merchan t, bur very defin itely as an 

adventurer. .. . 

Many merchants were engaged in rl1C slave-trade. Tbey seem to have been principal ly Jew~ 

... mere is memion oflewish slave-merchanrs ar Narbonne and in Naples .. . there seems no 

doubt that the ships which brough t spices, silk, and papyrus to me West carried slaves [ 0 tht 

EaSt as dle return cargo. .. . 

T hc (Breron) bi shops cngaged in commerce at Nanres. Bishop FeLix enlarged the port . . .. 

he collecti on of . . . taxes was still possible because the king had at b is disposal agents wh 
were able ro read and write. the telonettrii (cusroms agenrs). T hey doubdess f:'umed rhe taxe~. 

and this is probably wh)' the Jews, desp ite rlle d isapproval of me Councils, were gra nrecl me 
right o f collecting thern (a nd minting coins ro fender procecds to dle rreasury) . (Note: n el' 

havesuch a collecror in the negotiatorSa!omoll. assu redly aJew, who was Dagobert's Hoflifimlllt (Cl 

[court pu rveyo r o r com m issaryJ . and to whom Dagobert ceded the to lls collected at one of rhe Ie. 

gates of Paris. ) o 

Tn me grear seaporrs there were magazines o r warehouses (cellaritl) , and officials stationed in 

the ports, as we learn from the laws of T heodoric.... 

When at the end of the 6.1, cen nuy the C ross replaced the Victory on the Imperi.al coim , 

the mints of Marsei lles, and men ehe other mill ts, follO\ved thi s ex.ample . ... 

d-

Money and the Monetary Circulatwn 

Id alone wa.<: the oHicial cu rrcncy. T he moaeta ry system o f the Barbarians was (hat of 

Rome. The Caroli ngian system, which was silver monometall ism, was mat of me M iddle Ages 

(after me 8'" cemury) ... . 

Among me Franks, rbere "vas a mint in the palace and o thers in va rious cities. But tbe coins 

were struck ... by 3D enorrnous number oE mcmetarii (moneyers). No doubt t.h.is diversiry in 

tbe coinage rcsulred fro rn the merl10d of coltecting me imposr. 

"Tr was conveniem to aumorize the coUector of a particular (ax , the farme.r of a salt-pan , dlt' 

steward of a royal dOOlain. tbe treasurer of a mo naste.ry, erc. to receive in pa)'menr, at necd. 

prestations in kind, foreign o r ancienc coins, 01' metals by weigh r, aad to render the,amounr 

of his receiprs o r the revenues of his farmi.ng in coins minred on the spot. and bearing a 

si.gnarure wruch served as a gtJaranree of their srandard and value. and a place-name whieh 

recorded their place of origiD. . . . " 

The moneyers were Dot pubJic officials. Very rare arter Pippin's reign. they fi nally 

disappeared in 781 ... . 

There was a very considerable stock ofgold in rne West; and yer there were 110 gold mines, 

and we cannot suppose that much gold can have been d.erived From auriferous sands and . 

gravels.. . . 
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Gold m ust have been pouring ioto roe cOlmn-y. What brought ir? O bviousl commerce. 

T hc Law of me Visigoths proves tha t (hey did so. G r gory ofTo LIfS si ows us the kjng buyi ng 

gold in C onstanrino ple, a nd his a um ofa srupwreck off Agde (near N arbonne) proves rhat 

gold was carried by sea. . .. 

T hose who engaged in this money rra w re mos Iy Jew , We have already menrion d rhat 

there were Jews among the II etors of the marker tolls, and it yen s ms mat there mus t 

hav bec:n a gr t many o f them, sine m e C un il protested concerning meir nu mber. here 

were also Jews among the mom.'Yer , and we fi nd the nams some of ehern on the coins 

which they st ruck. Their Hemd ,lik tha o f thc mon y-Iender in general, m u r ha e been 

very c n iderable. In addi rion (0 the rax-colleetors, it must al 0 have induded ehe locators of 

ehe domains of me Chu rch , who likewÜie fu.rmed dlcir oHlc , Commerce also must have 

depended larg ly on er dir. ... 

AU the f< armes of eh old economic life wefe th re: the preponderan e of O rien tal 

navigation, the imp rtati n f Orienra l products, t.he organizarion of tb ports, of the tonlieu 

(customs, tolls) and th impost (sta re rax), the circu lario n and th e minting of money, ehe 

lending of money at interest, th ab enee of small markets, and the persisten e o f a constant 

comme.rcial activi ty in th citi ,where ehere were merchanrs by profession. 

lNTELLECTUAL LIFE AFTER TIIE INVASIONS 

A dass o f professional merchants engaged in long-distance u ade could n t have carried on 

their business without a min imum of education. , .. 

The Roman cursive was retlli ned, in the form of the very smal l ursi ve which it assumed in 

[he 5,1. en ru ry; it was a rapid script. a business hand, and no t a c.1..lli cr r phy. Ir was from th.is 

that rh e Merovingian, V isigothic a nd Lomba rd scripts derived, wh ich wer formerly called 

n donal s riprs, bur wr ngly, fo r sedaly speaking they wer merely h conrinuation of the 

Roman cursive, perpetuated y roe agen tS of th ~ admin istra tio n, eh g vernmenr.aI offices, and 

the merchants. 

The cursive writing tbo rough ly u it d eh living but decad n I nguage of the period. In 

f'veryday li fe th u rin rongue was even 1110 bastardized tha n in th literature; it had become 

a languag fnll of illa curacies and solecism , u ngramma tical, but nonethel S5 11 a uthentie 

Lltin. Jt was what the cho lars caUed "rusric La ti 11. " But they countenanced it and empl yed 

it, specia lly in G aul, because it was me popular tongue, spoken by aU. And ehe administrati n 

foll owed their example. 1t was d u btless lhis Lati n that was tallght in the Iittle schools. T here 

is nOt a ingle text that t 115 llS, as enai n te rs of the 1ft c nruI Y will tell us, thar in church the 

people c ul cl no longer unden :and ehe priest. H ere aga in the language was, so to sp 

barbarized, but there was nod ing German ie abou t this barbarization. The language survived 

and it was m is language Lhat c nstiruted, weil in to the 8th cem ury, me uniry of' Roman ia. " 

Thllsfar, Pi renne proves that the Barbanans ( oths, Franks, Lombardj~ erd destroyed nothirtg 
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Aceaapt possibly the she!L ofrhe Romt/71 .state; "the la1/g7lflge, {he eurrenq, writing (papyrus), weights 

and metHUres, the khlds 0/loods/llfft in commoll IIse, the soda! eILtsses, the religion- the role (Jf 843. 

ArimJisrn has beeil exaggerrued- art, the law, tI/C admiflistratio/l, the tftx/'s, the economic 

organizdtion" were all retaind. Ne;.:::. howeva, he deso-ibes fhe rJSe 0/ Islam ,md aperiod fro m 650 Irw 
moneyto 150 llIhen aLl these RDmfllz institutions were destro,Yt'd In Western Europe, zohen the ftmguage 
thatOdegenerated, /JJt' mn"me] beeanu dcbosed, writing CMsetl, the ofd Joodstuffi mld spices wm 

monuntlwifdble, tJl1d trade bemme mostly ID eal. Southenz Frallec was m ined. 
were r 

hesical THE EXPANSION OF ISLAM IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 
agn 

maimUnder these circurnstances me only perSOllS who were still eng3ged in commerce were th 
Un Jews. TI1ey were nu rnercms everywhe re, The Arabs neither drove theIn out no r m assacred 

hurhern, and th e Christians had not changed their artirude to rhern . T hey rherefore constitu ted 
werethe o nly d ass [Q rnake its Uving by (fading. Ar the same time, rhan ks to the cOlltacrs which 
imnthey ffiaintained among themselves. [hey consrituted tbe onl)' ecoDol11ic link which survived 

belWeen Islam and C h riscendom, or, üne may say, between East al1d West.... 

Thc coast fro m the Gulf of Lyons and the Riv iera CO the rnoll th of the T iber, ravaged by Al 
Mawar and the p irates, whom the C hrisrians, having no fl eet, were poyverless to resist, was no\V 
Barrnerely a solirude alld a p rey to pi racy. T he ports and rhe eides were deserted. The link with 
rhethe Orienr was sevcred, alld there was no CO lTlmllllica tio n with the Saracen coasts. There was 

Lno cl1ing bur death ... . 
m 

onPart liuo, Chapter Two describes the seizllre 0/power by the firit CarofingilJrts (Pepin and 

'har/mlag17e) ll17d state-building by the f'rllnks. But Charlemagne docs not become a 

lv[edüerralZean jJolaer and he ne1)('/" h/lS d jleet. "//1 realiry, eaeh 0/ the two Empires ignored the 

othe/·. " To the Soutl> zt is a sophisticated Alus/im UJor/d, to the North the primitive Christi/m stale 
th<a/fhe' Franks, A ng/o-SlZXo ns tl11d other Germanic p eop/es. Chapter IJI (the last) is deooted to the 

shm·t-/il'ed empire oj'Chademagne and his successors (118-200) tbat sets the tone fl r the Christiall 

MiddleAges. 

THE BEGINNINGS OF THE MIDDLE AGES 

t· 
Economic and Soda! Organization 

Before the 8th cemury what existed was the conrinuatioD of the ancienr Mediterranean 

economy. A fte r the 8d
• century [here was a complete break with tbis economy. The sea was 

dosed. Commerce had disappeared. We perceive an Empire ,vbose only we-alth was the soU, 

and in wbid1 ehe circulation of merchandise was reduced to ehe mi ni mum. So far from 

perceiving any progress, we see that (here was regression. Those P~UlS of Gaul which had been 

the busiest (Provence, fo r insrance) were now the poorest. Th~ Soueh bad been the bustling 

alld progressive region; now i[ was the N orrh which impressed its character upan ehe pe riod, 
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A certaio im p rtance m }' be amibuted to Nanres, which was burned (b r ehe Normans) in 

843, and whose boa tm carried n a cerrain amount f trade wi m the region of ehe Loire. 

If we consider th· t in tbe Caroli ngian epo h the ruinring of gold had ceased, that lending 

müney at in terest was proh ibited. tha t ther was no lonb r a lass of professional merchan ts, 

rhat Orienra l prod ucts (papyrus. spices. Hk) wer no lo nger imported, rhat the ircu lat io ll of 

müney was reduced ro the minimu m . that !aymen could no lo nger rea. or wri te, that the taxes 

ere no long o rganized , a nd that the towns w re merely form~ ses, we can y wi thout 

hesitation rha we are confronred with a civi liza tion w hich had retrogressed to the purely 

agricu ltu ral stage; which no longer needed com merce, credit. and r gu lar e. change for the 

mai nrenance c f the socia! fabric. ... 

Under h des Marte! cveryth ing wa m ci lessly sacrifi ed ro miLi ry oe essity. The 

Church was plundered .. . he u rned the eities of the M id i ... Th merchanrs of (he eides 

were d ispersed. T hc c1ergy irsel f had lapsed in to astare o f barbarism, ignora nce, aod 

immorati ry . . .. 

Wh lesale com merce had disappeared.. .. 

After C harles , who had ar I.. t an effect ive defensi'0 polie)', h State was helpless. In 838 

Marseili s was invaded. tn 842 and 850 the Arabs penetra r cl as fa r as Arles. Tn 852 they wok 

Barcelona. T he eoaSt was now defenselcss againsr acta k. .. !her e en conrrolled rhe passes of 

mc Alps .. .. 

International trade was d ad after the begi nn ing 0 the 8rh een ur)" The ol1Iy trade tha t bad 

managed (O surv ive was the hawking oE arricles of value ofEa rem o rigin, and rh is was carried 

On by ehe Jews .... 

W have al ready seen mat the imporration o f papyru s, spiee , and silks ioto "F ran ia" had 

ceased. T here was 110 com mercial in tercourse bel " n ' F ra nd a" and Islam .. . . 

The dass of wealrh)' mercha nrs had disappeared ... rh re were sti ll occasional metchants; 

rhae luve be 11 such in alJ ages; bur rhey did not constitu re a dass of mcrchanr .. . Above aU. 
(here werc men who followed ehe armies in sea rch of profit. Some venrll red tO th frontiers, 

where they sold arms to th e en my, o r they engagpd in barter wirh the Barbarians. Bu t t:bis 

\ as the tra :h cking of adventurers, not tO be rega rded as a orrnal economie activity ... . 

As general thi ng, then, there were 0 0 rne rchants by profes io n in th Ca roli ngian epoeh . 

Negotiatores (rradesm n) properly so c-a lied .. . " the specialists, (he profess ionals," were 

almosr exdusively Jews .. . 10 c nvince o llfselvev o f rhi w e ha only to read the capi tlilari es, 

in which d1e word .1udm!us (Je\ ) is consta.n dy coupled wirb the word mercator (merd1ant). 

he e Jews evidendy coorinued to ngage in [he acri ities of th ir co-reiigionists, who, Cl we. 

have seen. were disp rsed through the whole of the M di terra neao basio befo re the inva ion 

9rh ofTsiam. ( e find that in th century dlere were Jews in N arbo n ne and Vien ne, and above 

all in Lyons, and perhaps Isewhere in [he M idi.) But heyearri cl thern on under som~.what 

differe nt conditions .... 
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They enjoyed the prorection of rhe sovereign, who gran red rhern exemprion fro m the r heod 

tonlieu. Louis the Pious prom ulgated a capitulary in rheir fuvor (jt has not been preserved), doubd 

wb ieh declared mar they m ust be prosecuted onIy seamdum legern eorum (several personali!) ,f a Fm 

of tbe law) ... the king regarded them as indispensable. 'now 

Tbe Carolingians, for tbar man er, very frequ emly made use of thern. The ambassadors who Also 

they senr ro H arou n-al-Raschid were Jews. and we have already seen thar there were Jew, leon. 

among ehe merchanrs of the paJacc establ ished at Aix-la-C hapdle. lIse) a r 

Louis the Pious rook inro his serv ice roe Jew Abraham of Saragossa. to whom he accordecl Agob 

speciaJ prorcetion. and wbo served hirn FaithllIlly in hil. palace. We do not tlnd !hat an) and .L-" 

C hristian mercham was so favored. work. 

About 825 Loujs thc Pious granred a privi lege tO D avid Davitis, a.nd Joseph, anJ their lO­ ofeh 

religionis(s, res ident in Lyom. T hey were e..xempted fro m th e t.()"lieu and other dues imposed 

on traffic and placed under the proteetion of tbe Emperor (sub mundeburdo et difem'iollc), fCQI 

T hey were aliowed ro live in accordance wirh r:heir OWIl Fai th, ro perfarm w eir religious OffiC{"5 T~ 

in the palace, (Q engage Christians ad opera .ruft jilcimdtJ (ro be their servanrs and em plo)'ee.s) , har 

to buy fo reign slaves and ro sei l them wiulin rhe E mpire. :md to exchange goo nd orhcrwist' (ar
< 

trade wiili "VhOIll rhey pleased, an d eherefore, if the need arose, wirh foreigners. whie 

Wh at we have lca.rned of cl1e Jews trom the FOl'mufl1.e (form letters for oHicials) is conDnncd 

by what Agobard says of them in his opuseules, whieh were written berween 822 and 830. He for I 

angri ly emphasizes the wealtb of cl1e l ews, we crerut which they enj oyed at ehe palace, ,he 

charrers whieh tbe Emperor sent to Lyons by the hands uf l1is missi (de/egates), and th 

demenc)' uf these rnissi toward the Jews. T hc Jews, he says, were supplying wine to the 

eouncilors of the Em peror; (he relatives oE (he princes and we wives of rhe paJarines (pahc' 

offi cials, courtiers) sem presents and d otbing to rhe Jewish women: aud new synagogue~ were 

eing built (ar Lyons, at least) . T his is aJ mosr the voke ofan anti-Semire speaking of tbeJewish 

"barons." Hefe, incontestably, we are deali ng wiw grear merchallts who were indispensable. 

They were even a llowed ro employ C bri srian servan rs. They couJd own land; we have proof of 

this in respen of the "pays de Narbon ne," whefe they owned estares wh.ieb were cu lrivated b 

Chrisrians, for tbe Jews did not live in the coumry. As early as 768-772 we fi nd tbe Pope 

(Stephen Il or 1Il; see 1V.2) complaining of tbis srare ofaffairs. The}' also possessed estates and 

ineyards at Lyons, at Vienne ill P rovence, alld in the suburbs 01 the citi~ . T hese they 

doubtless acguired in order to invest their profrFs, . , . I . 

Tbe commerce in whieh they were engaged was generaUy wholesaJe trade; wh~t is more, ir 

was foreig n trade. Ir was (hrough rhem (hat the Ocduenral world stili kept in touch with the 

Oriem. The imermediaJ)' was no longer tbe sea but Spain j aiI J through Spain the Jews were 

in touch wich dl e powers of Musulman Africa and Baghdad. Ibn-Kordadbeh , in rhe Book oJ 

Routes (857-874), menrions tbe Radamhe [siel lews, wbo "speak Persian, Roman, Arab, and 

the Frankish, Spanish, and Slav languages. Yhey voyage trom tbe Occident to tbe O rient, and 

from the Orient to ehe Occident, now by land and by sea (sec V1.2) .. . l t is possible some 

may have come by 01' ehe Danube, but undoubredly fhe majority tfave/ed tbrough Spa in. 
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Th odulfs verses (a Carolingian wi rh Spanish ties) r lating to the wea lth of the rient 

doubtless referred to the go ds imported by eh Jews. Spain is fu rcher menrioned in rhe xt 

of a rommia of Louis eh Piolls, wich re re nce to th .lew Abraham of Saragossa, anel what w 

know of the merchants ofVereiu n shows us that tbey too were in com munication wirh Spain. 

Also we koow m at Jews imporred cil s from Byz.amium alld rhe Ea r inro th kingdom of 

Leon. The Jews, [herefor , were the purveyors of spices (including incense for ecclesiasrical 

use) ancl costly fabri (includ ing v stmems for clergy alld church mpistries) . Bur we see from 

Agobard 's texts thar tbey also dealt in wine. And on the banks of th e Daoube (a od in Nantes 

and Bordeaux and other pIaces) chey u aded in salto Ln the 10dl cenrwy [.he J ws possessed salt 

works near Nur mberg. T hey also traded in a rms (mosu y swords), aod explo ited ehe treasuries 

or ehe hur h (i .e., sold thern if pawned) .... 

Lastly, it m ust be added rhat the Jews also tradecl in silver (merals), concer ing which branch 

of com merce we have li tde in formation .... 

T he goo in which tl,ey traded were precisely those whi h a tex t of 806 (a pitula ry of 

Charlemagoe) mentions as constitu ri ng the spe iali ry of ehe mercatores: gold (aurum), silver 

(argentum), [gerns (gernmae), arms (arma), vesrrn nts], slaves, and spi [exotic mercha ndise 

which properly pertain co negotiatores or trav ling sal smen] .... 

in .e the Jews were ailO\,ved t employ C h ris tia ns, many of their agen ts must ha e passed 

for mercatores christiani (Ch ris[ian merchan ts). Moreover , the language üf (he t ime proves as 

mucI1: "] ew" ancl " mereh~ :lI1t"became synonym us terms. 

For Pirenne, the Midd le Ager begin only Ilbout 750, at lea t fiwn the perspeclive 0/ Western 

Europe. Nor um the preceding period betwem the fall ofRome in 476 and the high tide ofArllb 

conquestI in Spain. Fram'e and ltaLy (732-75.9, p. 157) accurately be called the D flrk AgeI. The 

dates 0/560 and 705 recorded on Tucson Arti/act 13 b), the Jewish "Romani" olBn ttany and Gaul 

in Eretz Israel (the Beautifi" Land) and America (Calillus) fall within the ajterg/o w 0/ a 

Mediterranean odture, whi/e alJ the other dates, ßom 775 to 900, corresp01ld to the chaotic, brave 

Ire/v zum-ld 0/Gerrnanic dominanu. ,1fter being ilgain beaten down by the Viking attacks in the 

uinth centu ry, the Carolingian fizf,e )-tart would lead to a seCilre new northern-ori.ented (md 

Atftzntic-/ääng ci1Ji fization rightLy uzlled medie1Jal. ommerce would recoller in the eleventh 

centmy, lOhen the face of Western Jew!'y was trrmsJonned, to suffer forther change.s during the 

Crusade , twelfth century and H igh MiddLe Ages. When the great historiarl put down his pen on 

May 4, 1935, another era for/ews was dawning in the Germmzic No rth which he I. ad chronicLed 

sa fearfu.Lly. 

CONCLUSION 

Th W r was lockaded and forced to li e upon i[s own resources. Für {he fi rst time in 

history th axis of li fe was shi fred 0 rtbwards frorn th Mediterranean. he decadence into 

\ lüch (he Merovi ngian monarch )' lapsed as a reswr of chis change gave birt.h ro a oew dynast)" 
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thc Caroli ngian, whose o riginal horne was in rhe Germanie Norrh. 

Wirb this new dynast)' the Pope all ied himsel f, breaking with rbe Emperor (in 

,vJ1sra ntinople) , who engrossed in his struggle against the M usulmans, cOlJd no longer 

protect him. And so the Cburch alüed itself wirb tbe new orde.r of dUngs. In Rome, and in rhe 

Empire which it founded, it had 110 riyal. And its power was a11 the greater inasmuch as tbe 

tate, being incapable of mai nra ining its adm inistra tion, allowed itself t O be absorbed by rhe 

feudali ry. me ineyi table sequcl of (he econom.ic regression. AJl ehe cOll sequences of rhis change 

becam e glarjngly apparenr afrer CharJemagne. Eu.rope, dom inated by tbe Chu.rch and me 
feudal iry. ass llmed a new physiognomy, d ifferi ng slighdy in different regions. The MiddJe 

Ages- to rerain me rraru rional term-were beginn ing. The transitional phase wa.~ protracted. 

One may say mat it lasred a whole cenrury-from 650 to 750. Ir was during this period öl 

anan:hy that (he tradition of antiq lli ry disappeared. whiJe the new elements came ro the 

surface. 

T his deYdopmcm was completed in 800 by the consriru rion of ehe ncw Empire, which 

consecrared rhe break between the West and the East. inasmuch as jr gaye CO the West a new 

Roman Empire- me manite,s t proof that ir had broken wirh the old Empire. which continued 

to exist in C Ol1sta.nti nople. 

2. Rhadanites 

There hIts been /.ong discussiotl about thf RhtUianites and the meuning of this tenn. I bil 

Kurradddhbah was a Persiall postal offiäa/ who wrore between 846 Imd 886. Rmianites or 

Rhadal1ites I(re noJ mentioned il7zywhere else. Schofars hove derivat rhe word, variously, /rom 
Rhodians, Rhon f merc!Jant)' flrId "those who know the routes. .. Perhaps it was ullderstood in {i/I 

three semes. Rhodians, tl Creek peopfe whose national symboL WflS the rose (rhoda i n bot/; Creek 

flnd Hebrew), pioneeretl Meditermnean trade in tbe cftlssicrd age. founding Marseilles and ot/.l('l' 

trading towns hz the West. (hzder the Rommu, it was Rhodiafl law that undeday t!Je commaria! 

cod.efor international trode. They 01' their sllccmors appm'miLy I1tlmed Rodll de Bm'l in Cata/onirl, 

RJJode i71 Spain, Rotez in Southern FranC!!, (he Rhöne Riller, Roum and Rhodnus T Oll.ll/ 

(Cd11lerblO]I). Perhaps ofsignifict111Ce also is that Petra, thep,.irJcipal trading hub in the}ordanil/ll 

desert, was known flS the Rose City before its total abandonment jol/.owillg the Arab conquf:S1 in 

663. When Roman, }ewish and Syrian merchaJJts j ounde.d their jactones find lVarehotises in tf,t 
. , 

new Arab capitld ofEgypt lIt Cairo outside Fustat, they cbose an isumd in the Ni/e alld named it 

RJJodo. 11 would have been natural flr the "Roman " mercbant-advemurers in Ca/ß/us to sekel 

Rhodß rlS (J name Jar their jountMtior" "11 wal/ed ciry overlookiug a plain and ringed mund with 

hills. " ThiJ i5 (In apt descriptiol1 01 Tl/mamoc HiLI and the Timon Basin (The }osephm Cross 5JlB). 

Louis Rabinowitz, chitfrabbi in johanllesburg, fully documents arid describes four international 

ro Mes by sea and lttnd taken b)1tbe Rhadm';tes. This tlssocitztion ofleziJS held a monopoLy' on trade 

originating 01' tenninating in the West for over It bundred years, con'esponding to the dates 0/the 

kings 0/ Rhoda. RJlod.anitcs were unique in oeillg flUe Lo take ttdvantage of the blocking 0/ 
Meditenmzeart JCi!. rou/es by the Arabs {md cross from Chnstitm ports t"rough MusLim fon ds to 
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lndia and China and return. They carried sÜl.ves andfors into Spaln, N orth Africa and the EiMern 

Cilliphate and brought spices, silk and olher high-cost, 10 zu-bulk goods home to onstaTliinople and 

Carolingiafl Pranee. Rahinowitzgoc" hJto detail about their p raetices, ports o/eaff, import;-, carrying 

Irade anti achievements. His book ean be read as a lo ng gloss on this important passage. whieh he 

ca!!s "the key to the whole ceonom ic hi:;tory 0/the l ews in the Middle Ages. " supplementing it with 

reSpOlUtl, t-;avel aecollnts {wd o/her documents/rom j udaic studies. 

AccOId ing to joseph jacohs in Jewish Conrribu i I to C ivilisation, "Europe owes to the jewish 

Radanite;" the introduction %ranges and apricots, Sl~gar and rice, /argonelle p ears llnd Gl~eldre 

roses [vibu rn um opLllus, m owbalt tree, kalina, national symbol 0/ Ukraine], senna {md borax, 

bllelium and asaJetida, sandalwood and aloes, cinnltmon andgalingaLe [galangal, IJ type o/ginget}, 

f/lace and ("amphor, [(mdy and jutep, cubebs Ll all([ p eppercorns) al/d tamarinds, slippet'S and 

fam bot/ rs, mattresses, sofas. (md cal.abash. musk and j ttjube, j asm ine and /ilar ... falso) the word 

'dolltlne'for custom-ho use. 'tarijf. 'bazaar: 'bale', 'fondac' or Jactory; and 'baggage' . . . as weLf as 

'barge': 'barque' (lud ~-!oop ~ The1't! is aLw the possibility that the royal breed 0/hot'Ses in Prance. 

known as limousine, introduced in the 51/' cerztury. was due to these jeU/üh merchants . ... " 

Abu al-Qasim 'Ubayd Allah ibn Kumviadhbah, T he Book of eh Routes and ehe Kingdoms. 

quored in Robn'{ S. Lopez and Irving W. Raymond Medieval Trade in the Mediterranean 

World: IlIustrarive D ocu ments wirh Incr duction and N otes (New York: Co/u mbia UP. 1990, 

pp. 31-33, The textlls receptus i;" the French orze pubLished by D e Goeje. Bibliotecha 

Geographorum Arabicorum, Leidm, 1889, vol. VI, p. 114. 

Routes of the Jewish Merchant Called Al-Radhaniyya 

These merchants spea Arabic. Persian, Roman (Gr ek), Fran kish (larin), Spanish, and 

Slavoruc. T hey rrave! from the East to the West and from the Wes t to me ' [by land as weil 

as by sea. T hey bring from th West eu nuchs, slav girls, boys, brocade (f1 nished silk goods). 

beaver ski ns. man en furs and other varieries of fur, and swords. Tbc embalk in ehe lalld of 

the Franks on the West rn Sea (Nantes. Rouen and other Atlantic portS, or alt rnarive\y the 

Mediterra nean) , and th y sail toward a1-Farama (Pelusi um in the Nile Delta) . T here the 7 10ad 

their merchandise OD the bach of camels and proce d by land to al-Qu lzum (Suez), [Wenty­

fi ve par:lsangs (about 100 miles) d istant. T hey embark on the Eastern Sea nd proceed from 

:11-Q ulzum co :ll-Jar and to Jidda (p [(S of M dina and Mecca o n the R d Sea CO:lst f me 

Arab ian Peninsula) ; hen they go to Sind (Pakistan), Hi nd (India), and China. O n rheir retu rn 

from China th y load musk. aloe wo d, camphor, in namon, and other pr ducts of ehe east rn 

counrries and ehey come back to al-Qu lzwn, then to al-Farama, and fro m there they embark 

agall1 on the Western Sea. ome of mem sail for Constanrinopl in order to seil their 

merchandis to me Romans (Byzantines). Oehers proceed to the residence of h king of the 

Franks to dispose of thei r artides (All h n, C harlemagne' c urt). 

Sometimes the Jewish mer han s, mbarkil1g in the COllntry of the Franks on the West rn 

Sea, sail towardAmi och . f rom ther they proceed by land to al-Jabiya (Damas ). wh r (hey 
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arrive af-ce r rhree days' journey. T here they take a boat un the Euph ra tes aod they reacJl 

Baghdad , from where rhey go down the T igr is to a l-LJballah (a l-Oba Llah and Basra on northern 

shore of the Persian G ult) . F rom a1 -U bllllah ehe)' sajj for, successively, Oman, Sind, H ind. and 

C hina .... 

These different jo urneys may likewise be made by land. Merchants leaving fro m Spain or 

Fra nce proceed ro Sll s-al-Aqsa (Atlan tic Morocco) and then ro Tangier, aod from there rhey 

set out for Afric.a (T lln isia, Kairo uan , formerly Carthage) aod to ehe capital of Egyp t (Fustdt, 

Old C a.i ro) . From ehere they rurn toward al-Ramla (cast ofJaffu. in Palesri ne); visi r Damascus, 

KlIfa (sire of former C tesiphon on branch of Euph rares in 1 raq). Baghdad , and Basr;!; cross al­

AJlwaz (E lam) , Pars, Kirman (th ree p rovinces o f Persia , east o f Iraq), Sind, and Hind; and 

reach C hina. Sometimes also ehey take rhe ro ute back of Rome (Eastern Roman Empire, 

Byzanri um), and , crossing tbe cou lltr)' of the Slaves. proceed to Khamlij (Kbalendsch or 

Kham liJj , predecessor of 101), ehe capital o f the Khazars Uewish Khaza r Kingdom), T hcy 

embark on [he C aspian Sea, rh cD reach Balkh (near the Oxus R.iver in ehe U ighur Empire in 

Central Asia) , and Transoxia na, (hen contin ue the joumcy roward th e camp (yuns) of the 

ughnzghur (the Land o f Yurrs, T u rlcistan) , and from rhere to Chin a. 

3. Three Kinds of Merchants 

Th is Arab author covers bwiness pnlctices in the Afi'o-Eurasian ecumene in a sirnpLe, but so/UuL 

filShion. He omits the CIItcgory oftycoon 0 1' capitaiist ship oZUlzer to which our mcrchant-fu/ventlirerJ 

beLo nged. 11] addition to thc carrying irade in sp iers ,md other high vaLue goodsFom EflSt to West, 

they also were vested in mining {md the metals {md gern tmde and cofLected tolls. Many Eastern 

spetiaLties, such tlS silk Iwd chman'1011 in China and l udifl, could only be paidfol' in gold 0 1' silver. 

The gral/d businessmen Ilt the top ofthe economy were ahle to 11/ inl their OWll coim (md mine lheil' 

own gold: typicaLIy, the sovereign ofche land received what is /m own as fhe RoyaL Fijib. Tbey oUl/Ied 

ships and operaced some oI the mines. Additionafly, they engaged in banking andproteetion services, 

ttler/ prolJiding insurance on risky vm tures. }ewj~ o.("ourse, (lre credited with a mnnber ofimpOrl(lIJ{ 

contributio1lS to the his/ory 01 commerce. They developed the mOlle.Y transfer (d isqui), ptly-to-benm 

iwtrument lI1' check (sllftajaJ, rlT! international credit system, 'oa" agreement or bond (starr) Imd 

commenda con/ract. Tbe comrnenda (which is si,!zilo.r to a silent partnership) specifiedprofitjor 
an investor 01' stock holder up on s,zle of goods tl t a port or marke!. even i/!OHe.~ otcrln·ed. Abu ,t/­

FadL}afar ibn 'Ali al-DimMJqi, Tbe Beall t.i ('~ o f Conlmerce, i4Je I7hlth century, quoted ill Roh"! 

S. Lopez alld Iniing W Ra/mond, M ed.ieval Trade in the Medirerranean World: Hilistrative 

Documents wieh Imroduction and Nores (Ne/() York: Cofumbw UP, 1990) . ;p. 24-21 

T here are rhree kinds of merchants: he who tIavels, he who stocks . he w JlO exports. T heir 

uade is carried o ut in duee ways: cash sale wich a time limit fa r ueüvery, pu rchase on credit 

,yith payment by installments, and mllqartula (comract) , Bur the mutaMmmin (tax farmer, 

con tractor) is not regarded as a merchan t because he is nothing but a hired man of the 
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propriewr, and th eamings upon which he rclits are th payment fo r services r ndered by hi rn 

in the managern nt and in the coUectiol of renrs (toll , taxe ) . Th different berween hirn and 

the managing p rty of a muqaMda ' rh following: the rnanaging party is not bound to 

indemnifY lrhe inve 1Or] for accid n a110ss of rh investment so long as he does not go beyond 

the localitie agteed upon.. . . 

A combioation of cran. aod commer occurs, for instanc , in me textile and spiee rrades 

because both rrades eon i t of rwo kinds of a tiviry. T hey bela ng tO [be crafts because the cloth 

merchanr rou t know the swndard' of the wa res, the good and bad qualities, and the fraudul nt 

practi es which go with thern. Likewise, the spi ' e merchant muse know the diffi rent drugs, 

remedies, potions. and perfurn , rhcir good and bad som as welt as he count rfei ts. H must 

know what commodi ties are subje t [Q rapi change and spoil and which ones are not, and 

what means oughr ro used to pr erve and ro restore thern, and 1a t1y he also rn u l 

understand the len lecruaries and p tions, of powder and drugs. T he textile m rchant 

musr also understand [h foldi ng nd d isplay of the wares and whar mean are us d to store 

ehern . Bm boch the ,pice merchanrs and the cloth merchants belong to th dass of rnerchants 

because mey buy and sei l and d ..aw their p rofi t rherefrom, and '0 fortl .... 

KnO\-v, rny br th~r-may God guide YO li to what is dear and agreeabl ro H irn-that the 

rule of the operations of the merchant who . tocks consis ts in buying th wares in the tim e of 

their eason and when ver the importation is lIn interrli pted, the supply large, an the demand 

smal!. ... 

T his ryp of merchant ahove all needs early information on the rda ive siruarion of wares 

in rh 'r places of origin aod native lands, wherher the quan tiry on ha nd is greal or small, leap 

or dear, whether business has prospered abunda ntly and is in a good state o r wherher ir has 

turned out poorly and has d. teriorated, wheth r th import routes are ur ofF or are safe. He 

ir 	 must try (0 obtai n the kn wledge of all this th rough inqu iries and p re ise quesri uing of the 

caravans .... 

When the merch nt who stocks ha made up his rn ind and is resolved. to buy a ware, fo r 

insrnnce, at 200 dinars cash. he ou ht not to buy all at once bu t to divide the pur has i.oto 

fOlli differenr ti rnes separated by ilHervals of fiftcen days, so that th mire pu rchase is 

concluded wichi n rwo monrhs, rhe reason b ing that the price of the purch ed. wa r ith r 

ceaselessly rises and. falls or els remain steady. Now if after the purehase of one part t11 price 

Ll- goes up. he knows that this promises h irn profit and makes gain p ssible; and h should be 

rt happy abour ir, if indeed he is a moderate man and values a profit made th rough foresigh ted 

ve cODsideration more highly man a dangerolls sp lauon . I.f, ho\ 'ver, the ware becomes 

cheaper. he ca n then be happy in two r peets, first, because he has remained proteeted against 

the fall pri e whieh would luve hit him if h h ad purchased the whole and, second, because 

~ir he now has the opporrun.iry to buy good wares c:heaply. Should, however, the price remaj n 

lit unehanged t th same I v I his eyc is sharp ned to seize rh riaht moment for bu 'ing and 

:=f, scockino-- wares. Bur if h · buy everytbing in grear haste ar on time, then something that he 

has not nsider d i5 ure tO happen to hi rn. aod now he eks ro make up he loss. From this, 
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ehen, arise ehe conrroveJ's ies and lawsuits whieh are so frequent in th is professio n .. .. 

The mercham who travels m ust, above a11 , pay atteorion to what kinds of wares he buy., 

aod her<:> he must exercise great camion. H e also ough r no t [0 lull hirnself into [he bel ief (hat 

h is bope must llecessaruy be fulfi lled OD anival a t the desired destination , because the journey 

may very easüy be ddayed or become impossible Lhrough some obstacle, perhaps bccause r.be 
route is dallgerous or me winds unfavorable ro a sea voyage, o r because some unforeseen cvent 

takes place in lhe locality tO whk h he wishes to travel. Such Lhlngs may easily happen to 3 

merch.a.nt. He m ust then seIl rhe ware, for betler or for worse, where he has bOllght it; and if 

he has not prepared hil1lself in adval1Ce for such a conti ngency, he will su ffcr a grea[ loss in irs 

price.... 

urther, it is wormy of nore mat he should carry with hirn a priee list of aU the wares of rhe 

JocaUty to which hc will returo . .. . W he.l1 he wants ro bu)' an article, he establishes by thi 

record rh e d ifference in price of the ware in tbe rwo places, takes iDto a.ccount the provisions 

he will need up ro (he time of hi s retLlrl1, adds to the price list a üst of the different tüll s in that our 

country, alld calculares the profi t .... no 

T he mercham who arrives in a locality unknown to hiIll must also carefull)' arrange in 	 COl 

an advance to secure a reliable represenra rive, a ~;afC lodging house, and wharever besides L 

necessaq, so that he is not raken in bya siow payer or by a cheat. . . . 

Know, my brother- may God guide YOll- tha t the operarions of the merchant who expom 

consis r in employing in dle locality to which he exports someone who takes care of ehe ware Tu.j 

sem ro hirn . T he lauer is then entrusced \-vieh selling ehe wares and wüh bll)'ing odlers in ab 
exchange, and he ougb t to be a rrusrworthy. l'eliab le, and well-w-do man who has devoted see1 

himselffully co commerce and who is also weil cxperieJlced wi th it. The goods are shipped ro m 

hirn, and the emi re sell ing is piaced in his hands. H e receives a share of the ga in of alt that he In 

buys Ol' seils (com mission, ofcen 10 percent) . Ir a ware is low in supply. he may stock ie, ifbe CO 

rhin ks it wise. The wares wh.id l are sent hirn must corresponruugly be bougbt wi th care and 71 
shipped prior to ehe time of the fair in rhe besr qualit:}' and in rhe best condlrion possible. in 

Therefore, one m ust endeavor to buy the \-vares wirh rhe possibili ry of e,xtending me [erm of th 
paymenr, wirb easy conditions of paymern, and wich rights of option. If this is nor possibl t~ 
wirb one ware. one should try ro obca.in it wi r.h anorher; for the profIt, wich [h e assistance of F 

od, depends on su itable purchase. /I 
Lascly, Olle m ust send a ware only wi rh reHable carriers who keep it under thei r proteetion h 

unol it is received by the appoinrcd represenra rive. 

4. An Irish Monk' s Geographical Knowledge 

Most alus tJrefomilil1r witb the legendr./ry l/oyages flaos;' the Atlantic by ,he Irish monk St. BrenM/J 

i1lld his comp m,iom. !t is tlSSIUlied these wlVigfltiolls I1rul liede or 170 basis in history. Recently, 

however, it has been prolIed I/lat the dettliL\ tlre echoed itl rJt least one relittb!e source, the frish scholar 

Dicuil. \'IIorki71g Ilt the court 0/ Louis the Pious contemporaneowly wirh our TucJon Artifacti, 
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Dicl/ iL hnd more thttn fl littfe to ay in his world geograp hy abol/.t the NOI·th Atfmztic Geean. S uch 

I'Xtracts prove the;-e wtlS a whoLe rea/rn oftravel andpractical knowiedge separate and dil'orced /rom 

book leaming in the Midd!e Ages, when small notiee was accorded to geography tlS a discipline m zd 

iI/ttpS mo .t/y showed p Laces in the Bible wich Jerusaiern in che center ofthe worM. TramLated.fom 

David tifter, Philologica La cin -H ibernica: N avigatio ~ancr i Brendani. Ph.D. thesis, 

Ulliversity ofVienna, 1997, pp. 112 -13 . 

Th re are many other islands in th ocean nor h ofB ri tain that c.a.L1 be rea hecl from the islands 

in north Britain in direct voyage of two days and nights w1th fu lJ sails and a lasting favorable 

wind. A certai n devou priese reporced ro me that he came co one of them in two days of 

summer sailingwith a 'ingle night spent in b t",reen in a two-banked ship. 

Some of these islal1ds are guite sm ll, but 31m sr alt are separated by narrow distances on 

rhe open s . For almost a hundred ears hcrmi rs Ii cd n them, h. ving ai l d to rhem fr m 

our own Ireland. Bur juSt as [hey were cle err d fr m th e beginning of the world 0 are th y 

now va . nr of any sign of rel igious life on account of the N orman pirat s, although full of 

cound ss sb p and di ff-ere nt kinds of seabirds. I ha e not found th e islands mentioned in 

an}' aurh rita tiv book. 

5. The Tannin 

Two ofthe swords (Artifocts 11 (md 12) have pictures ofmonsters on thml IUllh fl rked tongues, 

«lollg wilh the emblems ofthe Levites and CalaluI, the cOl/nb), theJews mied. These two artifacts 

seeln to be "governmmt iIme" ceremonial swords ofthe regiment, pnhaps ofthe officers thereo!; who 

;nIl} therefore hilve earried the tide "dragon " or "dragoo1l. " Such was the titie ofcilptain 0 1' generaL 

ill WeM, Breton and Arabic tradition (Pendragol1 = h ad dragon. chief of the warri()n~ 

commonder-in-ehiej). We be/ieue in 11L1 instances this is the tannin (TNY). the BiblicaL dragoTl. 

7111' Bible mmtions the "the great SM monsters" that God created on the fifth day (Gen. 1:21), IlrId 

ill some aneiem myths as weil flS Biblieal texts (Ps. 74:12-17, Job 26:5-14) creation rmdts f ro m 

the st.ryiug a sea monster (tannin). The same word is used to describe the f rightening SM monster 

that the LJrd wiLl kilL at the end of time (Isa. 27-1). In E >e. 7: 10, Moses' staffthrow1t down befoi'e 

Pbaraoh becom es a tmmin. Tbis symbol appears ß'equent/y in the GzbaLa, the Talmttd and 

Midmsh, where it is embroidered into a mystical iesson about the godM:e that goes beyond il 

beginning and ending, and whose jlesh the righteot/j' will dine 011 in the lvfesJianic Age. A j·trange 

Bible verse ij- Neh. 2: 13: "And 1 went out by night through the Valley Gale to the Gate of the 

Serpent (ta nni n) Welf (md the RefllSe Gate, and lIiewed the walls ofJmlSalem 7lIhicb were broken 

down and it>, gates which were bunzed with fi re. "A tan nin sfO rce and >'tl'engeh was the boast of 

long-distilnce traveLers (md deep-sea voyagers like the Phoerticians and Vikirlgs with their "dragon 

ships':' they, tike the Creator, could overcome the most fearso rne i1r1d ltrlrn/y creature the tannin, 

bring order out of chaos and were therefore among the greatest beings 0" earth (or rather the seilS). 

See I. f 0 "Roland Addresses Hi j' Sword Durendal"for [he mediellaL C/lstom ofserpents on Hvo1'tls, 

iconic of the aLl-conqueri1lg. In ,'herokee Literature, the tannin is cafled the uk -t -nah 
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"Unsla)lable" (!rom Gree.~ ouktenas) tl.\ in this National narrative 0/ the people 's mig;'atiolls, 

tramwted fro m the Cherokee 1",1I1guage by Willi(/m Eubanks in J896 Thf Cherokee clearLy hnvr 

sea-borne origins, The "wisesl oflhe wiu" too/~ thc name oIlhe drago ll. The meallillg 0/the origi/lal 

light of the temple is unknown-was it electricity? EarLy visitM"S 10 thc Holy Llwd l'ernarked 0/1 

w,.giCfl l smokeLess iLlumination in globc5 that never jlickered or ceased tU the Holy SeJmIcher, The 
C herokee Origi n Narrative: Au(hentie Version of Will iam Euba nks' " Red Man's Origill" 

(Lo ngmont: Panther'.,- Lodge. 2017), 

Bu t dle white invader began co use firea rrns against ehern and th e Cherokee rribe was driven 

baek farther and farther. 

T he Cherokee tribe then becarne discouraged and completely demoralized amI said [0 the 

cowlCiI of thc da ns tha t noth ing eould be done as the great serpem..'i , the oo-ca-te-ni, haJ 

become extinct and there was 110 chanee to obtain the terrible poison that had been So 

successfuJly ll sed against dle fll'St il1vaders. So ehe wise men were eonsu lred again, who ordered, 

as befa re, for tbe clans to hold a council second war danee around me round or haLf sphere 

remple. This notiee was ehen made known to all the dans who gathered at me anciem sile of 

me sacred m und or haJf sphere remple. Tbe clans gathered in exeept one or two who refused 

tO come but when sen t for fi nally eam e in. Then the seven days ' danee eom menced aud 

camplered. ar the begi nn ing of wh ieh seven days ' da lKe the seven wise men of the dans emered 

the remple which for ages had been neglected and somewhat improved. T he wise men after 

enteri ng fou nd eha t it cauld not be ligh ted ,"virh !iglu mac emanated from the spirirual lighr or 

from the wise men. Seeking the C3use of the failure of the remple to light up, the lowesr grad 

dan of tbe wise mell, the rerrible Sah-ha-ni clan, asked rhe nexr higber wise man of the second 

clan and he asked ehe th ird , and he asked the fourrh, and he asked the ftfth, and he asked eh 
sixth , and he finally, the wisest of the wise, ehe Koola clan , answered and said : Ou r temple, 

aneient and ..'iacred, ha~ been negleeted; the original Sre, the eterna l and primitive, has been 

allowed ro become extinct by descroying the wise oo-ca-tc-ni or the tan;nl1, the wise of me tribe. 

He can never be found again w ltil ehe other clans be found and the tribe reun ites, We can da 

nothing, only to employ a subsri tu te tO ill wn inate ou r remple, aod wh ich shall be the ourer 

body of the cternaJ Eire. W hen the subs titu te for ligh t, the hre, was kindJed, the wise men 

looked upon th eil' e-Cfl-Ctl-tis and cauld behold nOLhing in thern but images as a briUiam light 

appeared in thern originaJly. 

6. How to Reach Canton 

Thc Mrly medievai sea Iones were the same (zs those used by the Romans. See j. /nlles MiLLer, The 

Spiee T rade o f the Roman Empire (O>-.ford: CLarCIJdon, 1969). This/rom the Arab writer Ahmad 

ibn Abu Ya 'qub ibn Ja Jar ibn Wahb Ibn Wadih aL- Ya 'qttbi. mlled Ya qub the Geographer (dicd 

897/8). Q!Joted fro m Patd LUlJde, "The Seas ofSintlbad. "Saudi Aramco World UU0,-August 

2005) 5614, 

Whoever wan t.~ to go LO China lUllst cross seven seas, each one with its own color and wind 
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and fish and breeze, complerd)' unlike the sea that li beside it. The fi rst of them j the Sea of 

Fars (Persian G ulf) , wh i h men sail setting out from Sirar Ir ends at Ra's al-Jumha; it i a strait 

where pearls are fished. T he second sea b gins at .Ra's al-Jumha and is called Larwi. Tc is big 

e'.l. , and in it is the lsland ofWaqwaq and others that belong to the Zanj. T h e i lands have 

kings. On can only sail this sea by the stars (i. e. by deep-sea charting). Ir conrai ns hug fi sb, 

and in it are many wonders and th ing that pass description. T he rhird sea is called Harkand 

(Bay of Bengal), and in il lies the Island of Sarandib (Ceylon), in which are pr eious stones 

and rubies. Here are is la nds with kings, bu r ther is one king over rh em . In tb i lands f th is 

s a grow bambo and rartan. Tbc fourch sea is called Kalah and is shal low and filled with huge 

serpenrs. Some im they ride the wind and smash ships. Here are islands where the camphor 

rre grows. T he fifth sea is called Salah it and is v ry larg and Glled with wonders . T he si. rh 

sea is caJ led Kard:ll1j; it is very rainy. T he seventh sea is call d the sea of Sanji (C hina Sea) , also 

known as Kanjl i. Ir is the sea f Chjna; one is dri en by the souch wind un ti l one reaches a 

rreshwate r bay, alo ng which are forrified places aod ciri s, umil one reach Khanfu (Cancon). 

7. T oltec Commerce and Business Practices 

"We sought nothing butpea<:{'. "remarks the annalüt tInder the year 795, one ofthe last ent7'ies in 

the series ofimeriptions signed by Oliver. The colonistJ ' intentions wel'e not those of bmtal cot/quest 

orfo rcefitl domi110tion but Ißwjul governance, p eac4i" trade alld duly ttllthorized com mel'ce. The 

MeSOllmerican p eople known as To ftee Chichimecs 0 1' Chakhihuites flunded the colony ofCalalus, 

0' the Hohokam ("All Used Up 'j, abollt 560. 

On the j udfu-Benjamin-Jsatlc Cross (6), in addition to Fmnkish axes, tradnnarh seals, trade 

emblems, the sig/um OL rmd the distinctive eight-sided cross of afaills, tha e appear a 

Me. oamel'iCfm glyph zuith tl jhh head (probably the em blem ofM ichollcdn, Land of Fishemml) (md 

miter alongsi.de the mOr!ogram R. A childish-Lookirtg cireulmfr/ce isp fJired opposite fl j}iP:f t?rnblem. 

Benenth a temp Ie is a small j lattened OlJate shape with 11 dot ill it. There is also a braziel' with fi re. 

What appetIrs to be a random spatterillg ofdots mrround the images on the artifact. They are 

especialfy 110tieeable around the cartoon-like face with {wo eyes arid the legend TN MEMOIAM 

("Let it be remembered"). That thfJ' are a defiberate p art of the design is tmderseored by the foct 
thai they are infilled wil/; gold like the tetters. J suggest diese are ulli -drops. 

UIIi-drops were used as we m ight employ seals, mised dots Oll signa tu res 01' watermarks to certify 

the legal standing ofa document. Bal/a oft dej'cribes them t1S a strllldard part of Toltee commerciaL 

practice. '/It mit/ni hL they cutj lrtg-shapedpapersfor Xi uhteclltli, the god 0/fir , jast'ened them to 

sticks painted with vermilLio n, and marked on thern the face ofthe god with drops ofme/ted ulli, or 

India-mbber. "H e continues: "Other papers, also marked with ulli, were cut in honor ofTfflltecutii, 

10 be wom on the bl'cmt Others, jo,. the god ofthe merchrll'lts, were used to cover 0 b(/mboo stick, 

which they wo I)'hiped alld carried with thern. The gods ofthe roadj~ Z ocatzontli lmd Tfacotzontli, 

also had their papers om amented wich ulli-drop ... . " Bancl'oft goes on to tel! il1 great detail /JOw 
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these P IJjJt7S were bumed (I r Sllaificed to obtai" (m tlugmyabout an upcoming trip. He adds othtr 

instances where ulli-drops wert' applied {o copies 0/ COrl trai:fs (md records 0/ tramllctiolls. TlJiJ 

practiee 0/ et'rtifyi I1g (I r sancti:bing commaciaf doclIments -,eems 10 go back to the Olmecs ("Rubber 

Pt'opfe 'j, who i7ltrodueed trade to A1esoamaica bejore ,he Toftees. Indeed, it i.1the Olmecs tUho t/re 

regarded os the original Toltecs, Mesoomerica 5 first advalleed civilization. 

JUlOth(!1'possible example ofthis Toftee notarial cusrom orellrs on the Ab Ovo Cross (3E). BniCIJ1h 

{he word , ADSUM DOMfNUS ("I the Lord am with thee, "15. 52:6) is tl SP(lce Lift blank to the 

left o/Oliver 5 siglllm. A spattering 0/ulli-drops tlppears be/lJw the word j ör the Lord In fhe same 

m(m ner, um-drops Wert: shaken off a rod topped by a bu rn ing piece of rubber beside the filC!! ofthe 

god in soleffmizing a contrac! on paper i l1 ToLtee busilJ6Spractices. The diuiniry [hus witnessitlg the 

rite ur ){[erifiee could hävf! bem Yaeatecuhtli, the p atron god ofeoll7l17n'ee {md travel, XiuhtecuhtLi, 

the god offi re involeed before business trips, or Quetzalcoatl, popuLar in cases o/foreign trade and 

in eities li!((: Tenochtitull7 find Choluia. The whofe prac!iCI' was religious in significanee and not 

dissimil.ar 10 the witnessi lJg arzd oath swearingfor ji)mld' copies ofLegal documenn in the Westl'771 

World. Thc m tire series ofartifilcts, especitt11y thc inseriptiorz-bem·jllg CI'I]Sj'es sigJ/ed by OI, needs 10 

be dosely ana1yzed t~y experts in the ficlds 0/ rnedieva! dip lo maties (forms 0/ legal and histor/erd 

d.()cuments, chiejly UlWS and charters), sigillography (md .rphragistics (studJl o/seaLr). 

111 the fo 110 wing extract, Bancrof. stllnmflrizes the origins ofMes(}(fmerica71 Irade i lt the isthmus 

between the Pacifie (md / ltlil1l tic coasts ofancient /VJe.\-ico [lI1d describes the centraL role ofrnerclJmu 

prinees (poch recas) rlS welf fl5 the importanee 0/eommerciaL corporntions. Hubert HOll.le Btmc-rofi, 

The Native Races, Vol II Civilized Nations, San Frmzcisco: BallcroJt, 1882, pp. 3 78-90. 

Commerce in Pre-Aztec Times 

lThere wereJ great commercial centers, where home prod uets were exchanged for foreign 

merehandise, or ~old for expon to merchams trom d iscant narions who artended these fairs in 

large oumbcrs, iti neran t traders conrLo uaJly tr:1versing the counrry in companies, or caravans; 

and [he exis[ence of a separate dass excl usive1y devotcd to commerce. 

F rom rhe earli est times rne rwo sournern Amthllacs ofAYOrl 3Jl (in Jalisco) and Xicalanco (in 

O lmec CoU11[ry), corresponrung to whar are now ehe sOllrnern coasr of Oajaca (&cing t:he 

Pacifk) and the terra ca.li enre of Tabasco and Vera Cruz (on the G uJfCoasr). were inhabired 

by commercial peoples, aad were nored for' their Fairs and [he rieb wares rnerein exposed far 

sale. ll1ese nauons, ehe XicaJ.ancas (Mayan -Olmecs, capiral Cacaxtla), Mijes (Mixes of 

Oaxaca), Huaves (" Sea Peoples" on the Isthmus o r Tehua nrepee), and Zapotecs (tbeir 

Sllccessors, builders ofMonte Alban) even engaged CO some extenr in a maritime coasting [fade 

The Toltecs are reporreJ to have excelled in com merce as in aU orher respects, a.nd ehe 

markers of1 ollan and Cholula are p ictured in glowing colors; bur all traditions on lhis subject 

are exceedingly vague. In the new era of prosperiry rllat followed the Tolree disasters (after 

abo ur 1100) CholuJa seems to luve held rhe fi.rsr place as a com mercial centre, her fairs were 
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the mos t famous, and her merchants controlled the trade of the southern coasts Oll either 

ocean. After the coming f the T eo-C hicbimec hordes (original "Dog Tribes" o r ah ua 

"barbarians" from N orth M ex.ico) to the ca rem plateau. T lascala (in Easr Central Me..x.i 0) 

be me in her ru rn th commercial metropolis of the nor h, a position which sh retai ned unril 

forced 0 yi Icl it to ehe m rcha m of the Mexkan val ley (in the 1400s), who wer suppor ed 

by the wa rl ike hordes of the Azrec confederac-y. Before the A7.tec upremacy, [rade seems ro 

have been c nducted wirh some show of fairness. and com merce and pol irics were kep t to a 

grea eX[i nr separate. But the Aztecs introduced a new order of t:hing . T heir merchams, 

in tead of peac fuJ, industrious, unassuming traveier: , becam ins I nt and overbearing, 

meddling wi hour cruple in the public affairs of the nation through whose terri to ry rhey had 

to pass, and trus ti ng to the dread of th e armies o f Mexico for their ow n safery; ca ravans became 

lird I s than armed bodies of robbers . . .. 

Tlarelulco (in grea ter Mexi 0 City) wh ile an ind p nd nr ci ty was noted for her commerce, 

as w~ enochti rla n (Mexico Ci ry, suc ss r ro Teorihuacan) fo r th e prowess of her warri rs, 

and when mere.antile enterprise was fo rced to yield co the power of arrns, T latelul 0, a a part 

of Mex.ieo, retained her fo rm r preemioence in trad , aud b ca me the commercial centre of 

Anahuac. Her merchants, who were a separa tc d ass of th population, were highly honored, 

and, so far as the lligher grades were concerned, the mercham princes, the pochtecas, dweil :rs 

in tbe aris tocrati c quarter of Poch clan (originally from Oaxaca), had pri ileges fully equal to 

those of the nobles. T hey had tri bunals o f their own, to which alone [he' w re responsible, for 

cl1e regulation of all marters of trad . They form ed indeed, co aU im nrs and pll rposes, a 

commercial corpora tion c nr roll ing th whole trade of the ountry, of which all rhe leading 

merchanr of other eiues \·ver Ln a sense sub rdinate m nbers. Jealousy betw' ecD this honored 

dass of merchanrs aod d Ie nobili ty proper, brought abOUl the many complicarions d uring the 

last years of the Aztee mpi r . . .. 

Nahua erade was as a rule carried on by means of barter .. . yet s veral more or less 

conven ient sub riru tes [for money] fu rn ished a medium of ci rcul tion. Chjefamong these were 

nibs, r grains of th _cacao . .. n cher cireulating medium was gold-d ust kepr in translucent 

qllills, that rhe quantity migh t be readi ly seen. Copper was also cut into small pie es shaped 

li ke a T, whi h consriru t d erhaps me nearest approach to coin d money. COrtes, in search 

of materials for the maoufacrurer of arti llery, found that in scveral p r vinces pieces of tin 

ci rculared as money, and that ami ne of tha t metal was worked in axco (in rhe stare of 

lIerrero, sourhwes t of Mexico City). Sahagun sa 's the M xican ki ng gave [0 the merchanr­

soldiers, dispatched on one of rheir politico-commercial xp ditio ns, sixteen hundred quauhtli, 

or eagles , to trade wi rh. Bustamen , Sahagun's edi ro r, suppos s rhese to have been thc cop per 

pi ces already me.ntioned, but Brass u beJ ieve.s, from the mall value of tbe copper and the 

large amou!lt of rieh fabrics purchased with rh aales, tbat ehey were o f gold. The sam 

authority believes thar the golden quoits wi rh wh.ich Mont Zllma paid his losses a t gambli ng 

als erved as money. 

Tbe Nahuas bought and sold their m rchandis by c um and by measur s both of length 
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and capaci ty. but not by weigh r; at least, such is the general 0plJ110n of the aurhorities. 

Sahagun, however, says of the skillfu l mercham that he kllows "the vaJue of gold and silver. 

according [Q the wcigh t and fineness . . . Native words also appear in several vocabularies for 

reigh ts and scales. Brasseur de ßourbou rg regards this as amplc proof that scales were used. 

C lavigero thinks weights may have been em ployed and menc ion of the fucr omitted in ehe 

narratives. T hc market, tiLwquiztli, ofTlatel ulco was (he grandest in ehe countl')' and may be 

taken as a represemation of aU. 1ts grandeur consisted. however in (he abu11dance and variery 

of ehe merd land ise o ffered for sale and in the crowd of buyers and seilers, not in ehe 

magnificence of the buildjngs . . . we know (hat the space was systematically apportioncd 

arnong rh e different indus tries represenred. Fishermen, hunters. farmers, and artists, each had 

(hei r aUoned space for ehe transaction of business. Hither, as T a rquemada teils us, came rhe 

porters and jewelers from C holula, the workers in gold fro m Azc3puzalco in (norrhwes tern 

Mexico C ity), the pailltcrS horn Tezcuco (second larges( city, on Lake Texcoco between sires 

ofTeorihllacan aJld Tenochtidan), the shoe-makers from Tenayoca n (Tenayuca in the Valley 

of Mexico), the hll ntsmen trom Xilotepec Uilorepec in G uerero, O tOm is), ehe fishermen from 

Tezcuca, the fruir-gwwers of the rierra calienre, (he mat- makers of Q uauhtitlan (Cuauhtitlan 

in the Sta te of Mexico), the flower-dealers of Xochim ilco (cit)' of fl oati ng gardens), and yet so 

great was the marker that ro each of these was affo rded an oppornmi ty to display his ware ... . 

Here wen: to bt fou nd precious stones, and om31nents of metal, fearhers, 01' shells, 

implem ents and weapons of metal , srone, and wood; build.ing mateTia.l, lime, stOne, woad, and 

brick; <lrrides of hOLlsehold fum iru re; marri ng of va rious degrees of fineness; medicinal herbs 

and prepared medicines; wood alld coal; ilJcense and eensers; co tton and coch ineal; tanned 

ski ns; numerolls beverages; a nd 3I1 in Hnjre variety of pOrtery .. . COrtes speaks oE rhis marker 

as being rwice as large as th at of Salamanca .. . Las Casas says rhat each of the rwo market­

places in the ci ty of Mexico wOllld conta in 200,000, 100,000 being preseut each 6fth day; 3nd 

Cortes teUs us that more chan 60,000 persans asserTl bled daiJy in ehe T latcluco ma rker. 

Aceordlng to the same authoril}' 30,000 was [he number of claily visito rs to tbe marker of 

Tlascala ... . Considering [he population of me eides and sWTounding eoun rry, rogether wi th 

the limited facilities for transporta rioll , these aecou nrs of (h e daily attel1dance at the markels, 

as also of the abundance and variety of the merchand ise, need nor be rcgarded as exaggerarionv. 

The partieula r ruvinity of the rradcrs was ryacatecu tli, lyacacoliuhqui. ' lor~ with the aquili lle 

nase'-thae nasal type being, as (he Abbe Brasscur th inks, symbolic of cunning and skiJl. 

ervices in h is honor were held regularI}' in the month ofTlaxocbimaco: but thc ceremonies 

perfo rmed by traveling merchants seern to have been lllOStly devoted ro the god offiIe und thc: 

god of the roads ... to th is god offerings of ulli and paper were made by the leaders . ... The 

caravans .. . were received by the authod ties . .. wi ch same pubHc ceremonies not defl nitely 

described. 
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m Ships in th~ Southwm: a. Hohokam bowl r~p~ating moti/. b. p~troglyph from Hidgpah 
Bills. Arizona inscrib~d in South IberiAn Punic "Marinersfrom Tarshish this ston~ 
proclaims" (a/ur Lyk Und~rwood, p. 31 Farley), c. bird prow sh;p part 0/largeoc~an trav~1 
petroglyph pan~1 atop Tumamoc Hili (TH-F20-1). 
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Ulli-drops. Quetzalcoatlfou is su"ounded by a spatter-ing 0/ ulli-drops and annotations in nies 
OU Bmon ogam. all with gold infUl, on th~ Judas-Bmjamin-lraac Cross (6B). Th~ arti/actd rhe 
serves as th~ mmtorialofbmg-distance trade privikg~s in spic~s accord~d to th~ "Romans"The 
lsaac, Judas and Bmjamin whost h~ads app~ar on 6A akmg with th~ monogram S lirely 
("Sacredj and miter- o/Qu~tzalcoatl. Th~ agreement b~twem Europ~an and Mesoa~rican 

trading compani~s was sanctified according to the commer-cialpractius and religious customs 

0/the Chalchihuit~sp~ople ofNorthwm Mexico. who wer~ the smwr partners. 

a. 

b. .. ,.. 
. .. 


