
111 CAROLINGIAN RENAISSANCE 
~ 

T he Carolingian line of rulers is nall1ed for CharIes Martel, the illegirill1ate son of Pepin , mayor 

of the palace of Austrasia under the Merovingian dYllasty. Pepin 11, the firs t Caroli ngian to 

usurp the tide of king, was Charles' son, and Pepin's son was C harlemagne, the fi rst ro b., 

e1evated to th e rank of emperor. T he fau nder of [he dynasty was known as Marte! C'the 
Hammer") for bea ri ng back rhe foe in bartle, some comparing him to Judas Maccabeus, rhe 

savior of the Jewish stare, others calli ng him the Frankisb Josh lla. 

Charles Martel's ea rl iest known ancestress was Jrta (592-65 2). Sbe married Pepin ehe EIder 

(died 640), tbe power behind tbe cllIone in Allstrasia in norrheast Francia. Medievalisrs luve 

generally glossed over her flame as a form oflda, presuming it is Germanic. O n ehe contraT)', 

it clearly derives fro m Yeh udit Oudi th). T his archetypal Hebrew femin ine name rum 

throughout Carolingian, AJ1gevin and Norman genea.logies as weil as in the modern royal 

families of Europe such as [he Bourbons and H ohenzoellerns. C harlcs Marrel's grandfarher 

Ansegisel, son of Arnulf of Hersta1. married Trra's daughrer Begga (Rebecca), another name 

reflectiJ1g Jewish roms. LI a ra re link wirh ancient genealogy, Arnulf claimed to be di rcctly 

descended from Flavius Afranius Syagri us (lived 345-382), a member of the Gallo­

Roman arisrocratic fam ily of the Syagrii . which originared in L)'on. 'Whether Arnulf himself 

had Jewish ancestry, he wok a wife named Dada (feminine for m ofDavid), a name tbat W3.\ 

still papular among Carolingian noble families th ree centuries larer, when rhe ernperor's 

"sisrer" D huoda wrote her manual on cou nty life for ber SOll . W illia m was holding his momcr's 

handbook when he was I11urdered in 850. C harles Martel, at any evenr, was indispurably th 

san of a Jewish fl ther. H e also had Jewish ancestry tb rough the Pepinids' mate rnallineage. 

DNA srudies suggesr that CharIes Martel's Y chromosome might have been type T, the 

same as T homas Jefferson 's. This is a male type strongl)' associated wirh the Phoenicians and 

other Canaanites. If so, setting aside whether the Carolingians condn ued LO practice Judaism , 

Jewish ancestIy may have been one of the reasons th ey trusted and favored Jews in their regi me, 

to an extent unknowl1 before or si nce. 
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Charlnnagm receives gifts 0/Caliph brought by IslUIC the Jew at Aachen, inc/uding a 
itandardfrom the Holy Sepulcher and the keys to Christian Jerusalem. After A/fred Rethet. 
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If the Carollngian Rena issance was a ti me of reform :lnd res to ratioo , it was also a period of 

massi ve forgeries and falsißcation. O ne need o nly conside.r the D onation ofC onstantine, This 

was a fu bricated fo urth cenmry Roman imperial charter that purported to hand rhe Pope 

"supremacy over all the churches of God on earth." Ir was accepted as a genuine edier of Ihe 

Emperor Consta ntine through out the M iddle Ages. Ir was the legal instrumem underpinni ng 

the Pope's ownership of a large chunk ofItaly until 1870, me Papal Sta tes. Ir also jusrified the 

Pope's primacy over secwa r ru lers. He outranked aU kings, princes and lesser aristocrats. 

Bur the ancient document is actually :m invention. lt was fa bricated in me CaroUngian f\ge 

more than fo ur centuries after rhe facr \-vith the complici ty of the Papal curia aod highl)' 

ed ucated clerics in Frankish Gaul and Germany. T he humanist Lorenzo Valla p roved its falsir ' 

by internal texruaJ analysis in 1440. Wh iJe the deceprion prevai led, however, begetting a larg' 

bod)' of I <l W known as the False Decretals, it vaHdated the legitimacy of the Hol)' Rormln 

Empire, enabled the spectacular increase of th e PapaC)! in weaJth and poli tica l power, caused 

ehe creation of canoll law equal in force to Roman civil taw, and produced ehe Crusades, the 

disenfrancrusemem of Jewish people and expansion of autocratic C athoUc C hristian ('xtl'lIsi 

monarchjes th rougho ut Eu rope. Ir can m us lay claim to bei ng the most profitable and far­ Ramtll 

reaching fo rger)' of an time. Ir was also th e ultimate inside job. Roma n 

Some of these criti cal perspectives abour making and remaking history were appl ied in the 

bes t spirit of Lorenzo Val la by medievalist Arthur Zuckerma n, wllo published A Jewish Brave I 

Princedonz in Feudal Frdnce 768-900 in 1972. Zuckerman exposed the process of s)'stematic W irh .­

alteration of Hebrew texts, events a.nd biographies for reasons of C hurch and Stare Lll ehe H owl 

suppression of the Machiri of Narbonne. In one instance, he showed how enri re folios covering hO\\l1 

the years 717-77 had been ripped o ut of the C hronicle of M oissac in Aniane. Historica1 fact ur ,. 

was falsifl ed "with astoundi ng audacity," according to Zuckerman, who used Hebrew SOUJces nd 

to restore the record. Zuckerman also demons trated with textual analysis how m uch of rhe o'\~ 

language of ehe chansons de geste and their Larin sources employed stTilci ng Hebraisms, not the e 

leas t of which was the use of meword cortSuL (as in the T ucson Artifacts) frol11 Hebrew moschet, Up 

"ruJer." T he expression used to desc.ribc Makhir on the C el tic c.ross/nehush tan (regnavit Bv '-' 

popuLorum Theodorus, literally, "Theodore rwed of rhe peopl es," an obvious H ebraism) belongs The 

in the same category. 'v1 0 

This unique momenr in Jewis h history corresponds precisely to thc dates of the T ucson ib, 
Anifacts and represents oue of the first d mes in W estern Civili zacion when Jews outside fici r AoJ 

homeland of Israel had meir own state and were hi ghly inregrared in to me power Structure Y;,>t 

and surrounding society. Ir was also pcrhaps the last chance in history for a world thar was not n 

polarized between C hris tendom and Islam, After the First Crusade, this experiment by the 

Caroli llgia ns was reversed. T he names of Ma khi r/Theodore. Wi lliam and the descendants of 

the House of David in the West passed into legend. 

T 
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1. Description of the City of N arbonne 

'IlrbOlnle was Rome sßrst co 10 ny beyond the A lps. f tsfomous harbar rtt the mou.th o/the A ude river 

IiII tbe lvfediterrallean had b n visited by Iberians, Phoenicians, arthaginialls aud Greeks. With 

ficf, J/lit/es Located i n the IJ;nterltmd, it tontilluetl 10 be a nexus fo r the metaü trade, linking Britttmy 

.md the /I t1lll1tic, rhe Gi7ronne find the Rhone. the rOtld /rom Toulouse the ports ofSpain and the 

'ft' Io.ne to Alexandria. lts impregJlabie walls were destroyed hy Charlemagne after reconquestfro m 

du Moors, when a third ofthe city was said to be Jewish, SpeciaL privtleges were gilJen 10 the j ews 

01Nflrbmme. Al the time this Gid rench epie wa)' writren in the lafe twelfth centmy, Ermengard, 

heims vf the HaUSt' ofAymeri. p resided ova a brilliant court. N arboi'l!ze waj' also Ihe tapital 

assigned to fhe semi-Iegendary King 0/thc jews, who bore the Good Narnt:, that o/Da/Jid, the model 

biblical killg. I n Hehrew literature, ir was the seat 0/ a respected r!ctUien~y or y eslliva, the plflce of 

dii'Jcmination where the Baby/o nirtn Talmud first arrived in We.ltern -urope [meier Mal,hir. The 

[ollollJing p(JSSage cap tures some 0/ Narbo'lfIe 's reputation fo,. ri hes fllld power. Today thae are 

extensive horrea or warehouses benel1th tbe city, /lS weiL ({S survivin roads lind gates built by the 

Romans, See tllso /.13 und 11.4. Michael A . H. NeUlt/;, Ayrneri f Na rbonne: A Frencb Epic 

Romance ( Tew York: Italien .. 2005). pp, 7-8 (Cha,l! 2), 10-11 (Chant ~, 

Brave Charlern goe as rni ng horne fr rn Spa in 


, ' id alt meknights and soldiers he t tained; 


How heavy was d1e grief and great dismay 


\ hown by chern all. as YOLl h e he rcl OIe ay. 


ur emp ror as ridi ng down dal . 


\ nd as h rode back up the lope again 


TO\\ards the right he turne 1 and lxed hi gaz . 


Brw en vo c1 itts and set long a bay 


Upon a ridge he s w a iry raised 


ßy 'aracens born in a former ag . 


rhe town wa gin by walls a.nd colonnades 


.\1 ()r mongi)' bui t dun any ever made; 


Vi urnum rrees, grc n in a grove fo r sklde, 


And yews ehey saw, whi h in the breezes swayecl. 


You could not see Cl swe ter sighr han th , 


om rwenry towers rhe shinin rown display cl, 

. nd in chei r midst stood one of gr t r praise. 

of 0 man alive, a1though his skill were grl 

\'f ould take les:> time chan one wholummer' ~ da)' 


T(l tell of all the skill hose paga n gave 


fo bllilcl.ing r"'is majestic tower T've named. 


rh~ crenels ver all eaJed wich lead 'n frames. 
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Though any bolt would barely reach their range; 


The dome tha t crowned i[s highest floor was made 


Of shini ng gold, the best the East conra ined; 


Set in it was a gam ec-s tone which blazed 


Its luster forth and shed as bright a ray 


As does the sun when dawn ligh ts up rbe da)'. 


In darkest ni gh t, this is no lie or tale, 


lts glow would show fi'om four fU li leagues away. 


O n one side la)' the shoreline and the waves' 


T he othcr side the Aude's swift waters raced, 


Which brough t the folk whatever goods they craved. 


G rea t barges which they su m rnoned there conveyed 


Rich merchants bri nging goods and wealth to rrade. 


Thc city folk were so weil served chis wa)' 


That tbe.re was nothing mat you could contemplace 

W hich this rown lacked CO honor m an's estate. 
"hiJ 

T hc grea t Aude River makes 

A d rele all around i ts wa lls ­ this way 

T he great iron-sheeted barge.s and galleys draped 

W ith coscly goods arrive witb aU theil" trade. 

TrI< 

ul 

2. Disaster at Roncesvalles, 778 
( 

a 

h" 

This m/her m eager reftrence is recognized as the onJy k nOlUn historicaL mmtion ofRoland. After it, 

the Breton hcro 5 name sLumbers in the written ret:ord Jor nearly three hundred y ears Imtdlbe 

elevcnth centU1:y chanson de geste, The Song of Ro!and. SllmueLEpes Turner, Einhard: T hc Life 

of Charlemagne (New York: H orper, 1880), chapter 9. 

\ 1 • • 

In the midst of this vigorous and almost ul1in terrupted struggle wirb the Saxons, he covered 

the fronder by garrisons at the p roper poims, and marched over the Pyrenee.s in to Spain al rhe 

head of all the forces that he could m uster. All [he towns and casdes that he attacked 

surrendered. and up to rhe time of his homeward march he sustained no loss wbarever; bm on 

his rerurn rh rough ehe Pyrenees he had cause co rue me rreache.ry of the Gascons. T hat region 

is weil adapted for ambuscades by reason of the m ic.k forests that cover ir; and as ehe army was 

advancing in ehe long line of march netessi tated by the narrowness of the w ad, the Gascons, 

who lay in ambush [778] on me tOp ofa very hi gh moumain, arracked the rear of me baggag, 
train and the rear guard in charge of i t , and h LI ried thcm down [0 me very bottom of the vall ev 

[ar Roncesvalles/Roncevaux, later celebrated in The So ng 0/RoLandj . In the Stfuggle that ensued 

they cut mem off to a man; they then p lundered the baggage, and dispersed wich all speed in 

1()2 
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every d ir cdon under cover o f approaching n ight. T h ligb tness of rhei r armor and me nature 

o the bard e ground stood rhe Gascons in O'oüd stead on rh is occasion, whereas th Fra nks 

fought at · disadvanrage in every res pen, bccause of the weiO'h o f their :.1Imor and the 

un venlless of the ground. Eggi hard. ehe Ki ng's sreward; Ansel m, C un Palatin ; and Roland, 

Governor of the March ofB rinany [Hruodfandus Brittanniri li rnitispraeftctUJ], wi th very many 

odlers, fell il1 (bis engagem m. his ill um could no t be enged for the non, because the 

enern scarrered so widely after carrying ur rheir plan thar 110 the leas t d ue could be had to 

cheir wh reab urs. 

3. Charlemagne Is Crowned Emperor of me Romans 

These briefnotices are thc on/y Imowll contt:mp omneous ttccollills 0/Chadenwgne 's corollation in 

Rome as th efi rst Ho/y R Ortllltl Emp eror. !t has been pointed out that thry da not agree, not on (he 

exaL't d4te, not Olt the tide crmferred, not on whtlt croW1/ WtlS l/scd al/d not on whether illdeed 

Charlemagne sought such aJl elevatio n. 

a. 

Translatedfi"om Annal 

erl Perlz p. 11 . 

Regni Prancorwn (Annals o f ehe Ki ngdom of rh l=ranks) , a. 801, 

~. After it, 

'S I"'td the 

.The ife 

Il rhat er)' holy day of me n ci vi ty f the L rd when King Charles a[ mass before [he tom b 

o rhe b!es ed apo tle Peter, ar e from prayer, Po pe Le [TTT] placed upo n h is head a crown 

an . rhe wh ie Roman pople acclaimed hi rn: "Life and icrory to C ha rles, Augusrus, crowned 

bv God. great a nd p eeful Emperor [imperatorl of ehe Romans!" nd after rhe lauda tion he 

wa~ adored by rhe A p srolic O ne in the manner or anelen . princes an in tead f Pa ricius h . 

was now tided Emperor and ugusrus. 

b. 

~e covered 

pain arme 

arracked 

er; bur on 

'hat region 

~ rmy was 

~ Gascons, 

he baggage 

rthe alley 

laren ued 

111 speed in 

TTlUIsloledfrom Annales uuresh..1menses (Ann, ls of Lorsch) , rl. 801 , ed Perf'z;, p. 38. 

And as (he tide f an emper r [nom en imp ertJtori] had carn to an end among the G reeks 

'Byzantines, or Rom s ofrbe Ei l] since mylud a woman on the imperial thront: (Emp ress 

ren ), ir seemed" Pope . eo and the H oly 'arhers a crn bled at t11 coun j( JS weil as to the 

rest of Chrisrian people (hat they should give dl t ide f mp rar to C harles, ki ng of the 

Fra nk . :. inc(; he held not onl)' ome i el, wh re rhe C ae ars used co resid , but the other 

~at of governmem in lraly, ' aul and Germany a weil. Sin e th alm ighry God had given 

iota his pos ession all ches pla es, they de rnecl ir right rha wirb ehe assisrance of G od and 

.1ccording 0 rhe requesr f me hole Cnristian people he should bear [h e ti de also. Kincr 

~ha rles wa nOt ahle to renLs th is den alld: in alf humiliry he submitred ro God and ro rhe 
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MEnCHAL'XTADVI~'fll ' HEH KJNCS OF lUIODA 

req uest o f the whole C hristian people and on the day of the nativity of Oll[ Lord ]esus Christ 

he assurned the title of an emperor and was consecrated by Pope Leo. 

lIrb 

c. 

TransLated./rom Vita Leonis m (Life of Pope Leo II1 ), in: Louis Duchesne, ed., Le Liber 

pontificaLis: T exre, i.nrroduction er commentaire (Paris: Bibliotheque des Ecoles ji-allraises For n 
d'Athenes et de Rome, 1892) vol. 2.3, 23, p. 7 

After this [the oatb of Pope Leo acquitting him of wrongdoi llg in Old St. Peter's) aLl CJ.me 

together again on the day of ehe nativity in thc above-said basilica of the blessed apostle Peter. 

And ehen tbe venerable and pcacefLJ pontiffcrowned h im with his own bands with (hat most 

precious crown. Then all the faitllfi.d Romans who sa'vv how he was eager to defcnd and how 

he loved ehe Holy Roman Ch urch and irs vicar, cried out widl one voice-and this was rbe 

wi ll ofGod and of the blessed Peter, [he key-holder to the kingdom of heaven: To Chades, 

the most pious Augusrus, crownecl by God, ilie grear and peaceful em peror, life and vicrory! 

T his was allnounced three ti mes befo re rhe boly tornb [confessional] of the Blesscd Aposdc 

Percr whUe they were invoki ng various Salnts: and he was established by all as Emperor of the 

Roma ns. 

Thereupon the most holy prelate and pontiff auointed king Charles, his most ex.ce1 lenr son, 

with ehe boly oU on mat veI)' day of the narivity of our Lord ] esus C hrist. 

d. 

Transulted from Einhard:l' Li fe of C harlcmagne, Vita Caroli Magni, ed Waitz, p. 32. 

Aliliough C harlemagne held the Roman C hurch in great respect, he o nly traveled to Rome to 

fulfJ.l rus vows and make his suppLcations fo ur rimes during the to rty-seven years ofh is reign. 

But for his last journey thcre was still a.nother reason. T he Romans had infl icted many injuIies 

upon Pope Leo, tearing out his eyes and cutting out his tongue so that he fei t compelled to 

implore tbe help of the king. T herefore he went to Rorne tO resrore order in roe much 

d isturbed affairs of the C hurch, and stayed there for the whole winter. At this time he received 

the tides of Empetor and Augustus. But at fmt he disliked ch is act so much that he declared 

that had he known the pope's intention beforehand, he would not have entered the church 

[hat day when it happenecl, although it was a great fcas t da)'. And he endured VCf)' pariently 

the jealousy of tlle lByz.antinej cmpero rs who were indignam about his assumi ng these titL­

By sendlng tilem &equenr embassies and letters in which he addressed rhern as brothers, he 

Qvercome theu com cmpr wi tb his magnanim ity, in whieb he was undoubredly cheir superior. 
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Christ 4. Charlemagne and the Jews of N arbonne 

,Vil l'!JOfllle was an important jewiIh center in RomluJ llnd p05t-Ro'milll tirnes, flnd it was olle 0/ the 

Mahl jöm! points flr the tr{msjer 0/ the Btlby!orzittlt Talmud to HJl'estem Europe tm der the 

C,rolillgians. Hmce it bega z to be associated witl; the Kiug 0/ the l aus (the E'xilarch 0 1' N ttsi). 

W1Ji'n the Berbt7' ami ies cOTlquered Spai" in 711, the IvfuslimJ' quickly overran Southern Fronee. 

fOr mOf t 0/ tbis period, Narbonne U)(u divided befween !wo killgs, "OilC j ewish and one tlracen." 

ft rnnained under Arab ruu lI ntil CI. m,Les Mt/ rte! iauncl ed a cozmterojfensivf /oLfowing his victary 

1ft Po;tien 1fJ 7~2. Aided b), "RonulT! "jorces dral1m from piaces !ihe BrittrlflY, Lyon tlnd OrLeans, 

Jlf dl'Stroyed ilrlt's, Auignon and Ntmes, hut he lWI unable to take Narbol7l1e, stoutly dejended at 

,he time by l ews (mt! Arabs undel' the commrmd o/ it. govel7lor Yusef Pepin, Ch'lr[es MarteL's son 

,md the jather 0/ 'harfemagne, besuged Narbonne, which capitulated in 759. Under 

Cbar1emagne, notwithstanding the dismter at RonceslJ{dles and frequent i,;[lIs[im raids and 

dfpredo.tiolls in other parts of the hfidi, Septima1tia (as the prouince was known) remained in 

h'llllkiJh hlmd". Thf Nasi (h ince) 0/N m'bonne oCClIpied {/ palace ctz/Led Cortada Regis l udeorum. 

Nm'bonne pa sed to Louis the Pious, who mied (JLi Aquitaine befort· sueceeding hisfother fl5 emperor. 

in 826Nm'bonne became the possession of olmt Bernard ofGorhia. But this seion of the House 0/ 
Makhir was accused o/treasoll and beheaded b)' Chrlrfes the Bald, Chal'Lemagne' grandson, in 844. 

Afta {hal, Nm·bol/1le lINIS m Led by Franküh counts rmd chllrchmen wllo incretlSingly "restored" 

jewish possessiolls fl nd p rillileges graT/ted to the Romani ll)' (he )poiü of war Wider Pepin emd 

Chariemaglle. A cmlralfigure was Ayrneri, archbishop ofNarbonne ;rom 927 to 377. By the end 

oftJ.e eleventh century, on the eue oflle Crusrules, lew)' hlld e}fectillely bemme second-I-'/ass citizem 

in Narbo7lne. 

T/,c tllJOfl.Yf1t OUS Latin text lit/ed Gesra Karoli Magni ad Carca o n mt Narbonam was copied 

1/&0 111 1200 by iI monk at Lagrasst'.. wlJere books, "harters aud traditiom of chI:' Makhiric regime 

lI'eresaM to hltve survived. Lrü'f''', (t trmzsltuiolZ k 1l0W7J as the PhiMmena was made into the OtCilan 
.ome [0 

ltltWlItlgl'. The originaL chansons de geste, of course, were omL composition - in rosti,' L ltin 
reign. in orpo/'atingjblk elements that distorted and embroidered histor.l They were fi ed in litt7'aryfo ml 

injuries 11) &rits, o/ten ifier hrmdredi ofy ars ofevolvillg developments tlIlI:l "ijJi:t-offi " fi t the hands of 
lied to rooYllillg uouveres (md jongleurs. Foul' hundr d yellrs after the original events, the Lagr/me 
mu h 

In (mrcript ,lttr 'butes tertain dudJ' to Cl;rll'lemagne d at p roper/y betong co the time ofhis /ruher 
ceived Pepirl anti grandfother CharLes Martel. This Ll.Jide~y-cited pasJ'age teils hOl/) the l ews helped 

t:c1ared Cl t1rlemagne c011quer Narbo1l1'1e. {md hoU! he reconfimled their possl!,ision 0/ [.he ciry, granting tu 
hurch Aymm. 'ing olthe Jew5, ,uiditWntl/fiefdom -ofthe richest citje: in Septirrttmia, Provence and che 
tiendy _'f!llTli.fh Mar. hes p[U5 aLl fhe king dom the l ews could conquer in Sp/tin. These extraets are here 
ti rl .s. /rt1Jljlated imo EllgLlihJo,. thefim time. sofar as 1 know. esta Karo li Magni ad C arcassonam et 
rs, he f'\arbonam ed Schneegans, pp. 176-191; cf Zuckerman, pp. 379-8/ . See ,dso 1. / J . 

perior. 

f! n 6glu.ing out ide (he walls ofNarbonne, Robnd and O liver have ju r in f1 ic,ed great 1055 S 

nn me arnccn army. including [he death ofhe queen 's brorher. They huri the !lead and 
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MERCHi\NT ,\ \)VE..V IlHUI{ KIi\i e ") OF IUlODi\ 

li mbs over rhe city wa Lls. T he queen coUllSels h er husband Matrand to surrender to 

Charlemagne.] 

T be Jews remain ing in [he city recog nized in thei r circumstances C ha rl es would rake dle 

-iry a nd become masrr: r of (he en rire rerritory inland from the sea. After holding a counci! rhey 

wem to Matrand (Mauro I1tus ?) and told him to make w harcver peace he could wi rh C harles. 

as be now knew for su re he would lose the city and be ki lled along with aU b is followers. Bur 

Matrand replied angri ly this he would in 110 "vay do and asserted he would have grea t and good 

assistance (from the emi r in Spain) , a nd in short, would defea t C harIes and sial' born h im anJ 

h is. Nevenheless, the Jews responded this conso!atio n was no good. BefOfe they were m urdcred 

m ey would betake rhemselves ro Charles and do h is p leasu re in all things. Marrand forbade 

tbem ro do th i~ . 

Yet spu rn ing Ws forbiddance they e1eeted Isaac and ten others (i.e. , a mi nyan) ;:md sent them 

to King C harIes with 70,000 marks o f silver. These came befure C harIes, offe red tbeir 

sa lutat ion and Isaac begao (0 speak first, saying: Lord King, we weU know that Narbonne 

ca nnot longer resis t you, and we a re Jews and ask fo r you r merey borh on ou r own behal f and 

aU from o ur cown, and w hatever )lou please we sha lJ da. And C harIes eesponded to him: 

W hoever asks for merc)' ought tO obtaln it. I accept you iu ra my juri sdiction and ca re. And 

lsaac said: Lord, do not believe tha t we com mir any t reason , for M atrand has no claim upon 

US, nor do we hold anythi ng from him , excep t thac we give hirn a cefrai n amount of mone)' 

an nually as an assessment for guaran teed p rotection (amparancül). Fo r the rest, we be,~eeeh you 

mac there a1ways be a kin g frOI11 our own people in N arbonne, because so there ought to be 

and so there exists today. I ndeed, at his behest did we come to you, and he is of thc lineage of 

David and 3ncient Baby ion aod th rough us h as sent YOIl 70,000 marks of si!ver, and if you 

wam more, m ore YOll shalJ lu ve, and w hatever we have wil l be you rs. Furcher, that on behalf 

ofo ur comm uni ty (villa.) rOll attack N arbotme and capture it, for \ve hold 100 rods of the wall 

and more, and no one wiU dare throw a single stone on us or b ring any injury. And Charles 

granted everythjng they asked aod rook ehe m oney. And they wem back in to the ci ty and 

relayed ro ehe other Jews everything Charles sa id, wherear alJ weee as joyed as m uch as possible 

over the response ro tbc delegates. An d Charles and ehe Lord Pope met concerning the 

delegation of the Jews, togeth er with aJI the other nobles [rom his army. And [he Pa triarch of 

Jerusa lem sought an aud ience and this was granted to hi rn (corrupt text) ... 

Then C ha rles unsheathed bis sword named Joyous and struck the aforesaid M atrand 

through me top o f his heimet and cut to h is sku ll through th e entire mi ddJe o f h is bod)', aad 

h is soul was carried away ro hell by dcvils. Hearing 01' the death of Maerand, m ore chan 500 

arrncd ]C\VS mareh ed up thro ugh ehe Royal Gate and fo u r h UIldred or more in to M atra nd's 

palace and did not aUow rhe Saracens (outsi de) to enreT me ci ty. Roland and his em ire arm)' 

m ade an arcack on thern and kiJIed more than sevcn thousalld o utside the ga re. After ch is th ey 

wem to the Royal Gate and th e Jews allowed tbcm to enrer. Aymeri alme tO the royal pabe<' 

and ehe Jews rerurned ir ro him , and they plan ted the standard o f Charles on top. Afterwards, 

they coursed through the whole town and inro the oth er palace ar the Water Gare (also caLied 
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to 	 rhe Ga ofLagrass, in me Jewi h quarter) killi ng more than 5.000 arac ns who were hold ing 

out lh e, and frer thi th wh I ci ty was meir prize. And Charles h d ie :1nllounced 

[he 	 [h r ughout th wboIe city tha no one 'Vas to dare rou h a mil1g, becHts h did not want ro 

render rl e tow imp verisheJ and des ti ru ce ~or LIeh a nobl her as A eri. And no o ne 

.utl'f\ rcl dar cl (Ouch any ing, and no Saracen d siril1g bapri m was ki lled, rhough all oth rs 

were behcadcd. The ity h:lVing been captured in [his fush ion evel)'one with in and wirhout 

slept easy that night wich eh gr arest jub ilat i n. 

Ar the end of eight days after h · apture C harles held a gen cal assem bly wi th hi cour and 

divided me city. He et up . rchb ' hop a man nam d Thomas, from Normandy, and pUl 

ten bishops under hi m. Moreov r, be gave h im a third pan of me city aJl d buil t the hurch of 

r. Mary and ga e hi m orher po se sions nd surpassi ng re enues. im ilarly. he gave th J ws 

anorher rh ird Feh which he returned t rh em and gr-anred (h m a ki ng in accordance 

wieh their wi. h. Fu rthenn re, when he wa in session ae his paJace in me royal capital, holding 

even his s. epter, surrounded by an infinite mul titud f 00 lemen. he ha Aymeri collie n fo re 

hirn and said to h irn: A meri , a third pa rt of the city 1 h ve gi co CO th archbishop, another 

third CO the Jew , th remaining p rr shall be ur . And thc fact th r I have given the otherI 

two p3rts und r my own decree, may that plea y u o r not. And the om r replied: Y u should 

not wonder about such th ings. fot YOll kn W o r should know. had I a (h usa nd eiries it is Y' 1I 

who po ess both me and ehern rorally to give, because a r n time in rny life wi ll I be 

disobedienr to you bur father fulfill o ur wi ll as SOOIl as I can . A nd the em er r replied: You 

reply a nob l hero and fo r dur reason y u will receive areward immediately. T hus in 

measu re wi h the oe part I shall give you the city o f Bezie rs, and in /TI aSUfe with the r s 

A d and Lhe seaport. Furrherm re, I give you Mompel ier, Uze, N irnes. Ades, Avign n, 

Orange and Vivier . ,Ienee already b I ngs co YO Uf un e, so I cannot give mar (C YOll. (he 

ame far i nne. By me 'ame t ken, I give YO II L 'on on (h river Rh öne. Rodel., L deve, 

ah rs, Toulouse. Albi. Carcassonne, Rcdez. Heuna, Empü ries, ol li ur • Girona, Bare I n::t 

;y :md and Tarragona. Thu you w ill b le to posse.ss me rwenry-three kill doms of me arac ns. 

)ssible nd Oll will be duke of Na rbo nne, ounr of Toul use :lnd marquess ver the ities (pn­
Ig me mi/Wes) , and ree Ive omillion v r aU your 11 u t im media tely. (The rights (0) tho e 

hof \ ~ich ,w:: nconquered we rera in as long a i pleas G od, and wirh (he nes men 'oned )'OU 

WIll be able [0 "'afely give an b tow eh m. The bift of these ciries I con firm in th r ence 

Irrand I)f 1of you, and I gi e you th r yal gauod r s [he ign and urer)' of mplece po essi n. 

f . and 

n 500 5. The Historical Makhir, 791 
rand' 

army lr .'J I/()t e(/sy tn b~ fJlInlified os an expert in ho/I; med;~7.JOL lAtin {md Hebrell~the two Lnnguages 
they ~f the TUCj(l1i Artiflctr-hut that aaomp/isJJmmt belongs in superabulldance to Arrhur J 

~ace ZuckermtJll. A g7"lduate slldmt at Co/umbin under ";"{(Ufer offewish Hi. tory in Dm' Time" alo 
vards, W BarGTJ. Ztlck~m/lm went on become fl eu; York rabbi aJ1d pro./es.iOr wlJo shockecL the cho far(y 
ca lied /IIorld by pllblis/lillg AJewish Pri n dom in Ft:udal Fränc 7 8-900 in / 972. He died j oJlumy 
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(h 1990. His nove! thesis ahottt Carotingitm JeWI]1 nnd its military tUld spiritual leaders is certni;l{;; 

p ertinent to tbe Tucsoll Anijacts. Zuckermnn identified the JeU/is/; right-hand man-une is femptM 

/0 sa), mastermind-ofthe Gm.milgian empire witl; N atronai, the Babylonian exiIarcb, or leildtl· 

ofthe E-x:ile: Makhir, /lasi, orprillee, 0/Na1'borme (henee tbe me7'ltioll 0/ "princedom" in the book 

tiele): lvfagna rio. count ofNarbonne; Ayme1'i 0/ Nm'bonne, crdebrated in chaflsMls de geste, epies 

(m d romallees; Todros, aform o/Nathaniel; Kalonyrnus, "Gfthe Good Name"; aud Theud""ic, IJr 

Theodore, the spottse ofAlda, an aunt ofCharlemagne. 

Despite the t/l/thor 's glittering credentiaLs, and the book s proventlr/ce comi/lg /ronl Columbio 

UlIiversity Press, Zuckerman :, stud), raised a Level O/outulge thilt c(w onfy be stlspected 0/ {m ti­

Semitic undertones. Let us say it met with a mixed reception. Zuekermal1~' thesis has not beeu 

follo wed up 0" in medievlil Latin 01' Hebraic .rcholtmhip, though itfigures large in pop/dar IitertTtlll'f 

rtmgillg from M erovingirm genealogies to "history" o/the Holy Grad. Much seenzs to rest on whethfr 

a single rl0w-lost diplomatie charta names !vfahkil' or Not. The latest debunker, tl leeturer ill 

medievaf history tlnd literature at Hdrval'd. Nathaniel L. Taylol', writes: 'Zuckf7'marJ cfaims the 

name in the dommen/ is actut1L~J' Maghfzrio, '(1 Romanizedfol'TIl ofMal?hir, ' and that this proues Nar 

tbat the /cgendnry nas;, !vJakhir. was simuftallcousfy count 0/ tbe city aud a representative 0/ tlJe 35'" 
theimperiaL gOlJemment. " HoU/ever, claims Taylor, 'Ztlckerman~' irlterpreratiun is based bot/; 0 n foli!~"1 


pflleograp/~)' (the Jtudy o/tlncient handwrit il7g) andfoult)' onomastic,i (the StZtdJl 0/nanw). " rhi' 


The original ,-hllrt'f!t' was lost duril1g the Frmch Reuolution. !ts atrocious, but typieal Lmin was 

traced LUld tTamcribed i l1 the seventeenth centm)' by Jean !vfabillon, fo under 0/ the scienee of 
paleogl'aphy. The dijJicuü lvferoz;ingian script has neve'/' been Iranslated. . .until now. M erovingiall 

01' earl)' Frtmkish d Jlmcery script, a form ofLaff! RO/ntw cursive, nal-row, steep find compressed, zuitb TI 
convoluted lctters Imd ligatures, is not easify read even by experts. Thc spefling ofthe name depel1ds wJ. 
Oll lOhether you read an h (wich Zu.ckennan) 01' n (with his detractors). ft-' 

Let us quote Zuckerman :; preeise 110tes 01/ this cruciaf evidence, which seem spot-on to one who 71 
wm tTained in Latin paleography and has a Ph.D. in medievaL Lati1'J: "The onfy non-Hebrew source J 
whieh I'xpLiät{y Wimes MakhirojNar'bonne is datedDecember5, 791. Afragment ofthis documem ] . 


was first p ublished ill focsimile, app arentfy because irs scrip! was so u'fmsuat, by lv/abilloll who, 


howevC1~ miSl'ead Maghario Comis de Narbone as Magnario. In rhis incorrecr form it Wal> 


published by the edi tors of tbe Histoire generale du Languedoc. The pemunr liga/ure 0/thp h 


with jhe p recedillg g tlccounts for the error. The ordil1arilj, verticaL Lefi leg ofthe h is here wrved in 


such a way (]S to fo rm the right side and rou.nd head 0/the grind at the same time is I1ftached tu tht 
 i 
p receding a. Comptll'isol1 with the word regnante two fi nes lower confirms our reading, Hae too 

the I.eJt leg o/thefi l"St n tl/so fo rms the I'igh! side ofthe g and isjoined to Ihe precedillg e. Howelm, 

there ;5 a d ca"'] diJcemible difference betzveen this n in regnante fl nd the h in what must bt' read 

Magh ario. ft is d eal', f urthennore, thot the write,.'s pen did not kaue the page in tTacing the n, 

while he lifted his p en, (IS expeetce/, in starthlg the right hand side 0/the h. There can be 110 tWubl 

that Maghario 01' Magharius is fl Romanizedforl'l1 o/Makhir." 

As to the name lv!flkhir (which some wntersfind ullauthen!ic), Rabinowitz points out that the 

Mtlkhir 0/Frmch } ewish and Carolingion tradition was an important "Rhadall ite contemporary, " 
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CAHOlJ GtAl " lU:f'{i\lSS,\ NtT, 

He SIlggc'/S JHakhir was " Ba~l'lon ilJ.n j ew who retttnied with the embass)' ofCharlemllgne to H an m 

ITl Roshid (79 7-802), The absence ofthe name in Baby/o n iJ 17 difßm /ty overco me b)' its p reservation 

IImong Chinese jew, w /;o origi1/Otly came f rom Persia (p. 184). O l'le rnight also poinl out .heTe was 

11 St, Mochar in Scotlalld (HirschmaTI and Ytlte~·, pp, 1 52~53). 

Thrfacsimiu' by MabiL!o n captttres an extrael fi"om the original cartulnry ofCannes on the eote 

d'Azm~ notfo}" /rom Nm·borm e. This is uo d.(}ubt it ü the same ancient hOllse as Li/ills Abbq on 

the ls/and o/St. Ho norat, where M uslim miders !.tzter .ILllughtered jive hundred monks. The 

fOfll/ding charter, Mahil/on notes. was ret:on/inned by Chadm lilgne's bein Louis the Pious {md 

harLes the Bald. Jet111 Mabd/oll, Oe re diplom,ltica, (Paris 168 !), p. 39 7; val 5 (Nap /es J789), 

p. 41:J, labte XXV!! (/aCJimile). 

Cannes Land Grant under Charlemagne 

Th r rm o f sa ramenes, co which (perta in -) rhe orrunari n o f M agharius (Makh ir), COunt o f 

Narb nne, or i from the judg Rasoarius .. . D eoariu .. " nd other , ttc. Oecember 5 in ehe 

35'1, regnal yea r (7 9 1) of Our Lord harl , Ki ng of thc Frank and Lombards . al 0 Patriciu of 

eh . Romans (Rom:lOi) . Signed Vinci lanus, Ierk. .. ign d Val nti n us. who wer pre ent when 

rh i was h, nded around. 

6. Then King Charles Sent to the King oE Babyion 

7hiJ tlllique text in New 'l{)r/~ has bemme the crux ofargumerw about who lvfakhir rc{d(y was, and 

tl/herber he truly became 11 ZIllssal prinee under the Cllrolillgum kings. (See aha 111.5.) Translated 

/Tom tbe Hebrew of l bn Daud (([botlt J 160) according to 1111 Addend umfatmd in (!UJ York,Jl?loish 

Theologicat Semhuzry ofAmericll. l Id/er M. 2237 (fiftemth century). Arthu r J Zuckermall, A 

J wish Princedom in . euda l France 768-900 (j cU' York: Columbia UP, 1972), pp. 58-60, 74, 

140-43, 384-386 (Appendi)..' /ff). 

Then King Charles ent ro the King of BabyIon [ aliph in BaghdadJ requesting thar he 

disp:1tcb one oflüs Jew f the seed of roplry 01' m e House f Oavid . He hearkened and ent 

um one: from th re, a magnate: and sage, Rabbi Mal<hir b rutm:.". And [CharIes] senled hirn 

irr arbonne:. the capltal iry, J nd planred h i (here, and < e I im a great possession [üQuzah] 

mere ar [he rime h ca ru red ir Fr m (he Ishmadires [Arabs j, And he [Makh ir] ro k tO ife a 

womJn from among Ehe magnate.~ o f the toWI1. r ehe t ime cr the apru r of the dry, the King 

di\Tided ir into rhree discricts. O n<:: he gave to ehe viscount wh m he placed [ar, wh was there i 

in me dry, Don Aymeric by na m . me second d isrrict r, [h lA.rch] bish op of the ciry; and rhe 

rhird disuicr h gave ro R. Makhi r. An the King m de h irn a noblema n [ben borin] and 

dcsigned, U[ fI ve tor [Princ - Makh ir] , good srarutes for the benefic f al t theJews dwei li ng 

in rhe ci(\· ! arbonfl t] . as is written and ealed in a Lari n [fit" hrisrian l chan rj and (h ea1 
of [he King ther on [b [s] hi name Caroho [C ha rlesJ; and i t is in th ir po session a t (he 
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prcsem time. T his P rince [N'7Si] M akhir became chieftain there. He and his descendanrs were 

d ose [or, relatedJ with the King and all his descendanrs. Anyone who came to molest hjm 

beeause ofhis hereditary land-holdings [rlftlyzLot, i.c. hereditates] and his high office [kazJod, i . ~. 

honor] was himseif rnolested by power of the King of Prance. 

Funbermore, he [Makh ir] and his dynasry were among d1e leaders of their t ime, rulers and 

judges in aLl the lands, Yirtual exilarchs shepherdjng Israel witb fu..ithfulness and ski I!. 

7. Pirate 5hip Is Sighted by Charlemagne in Narbonne 

This Lahn tale told by the Swiss monk Notker the Stammeret in his semi-hagiogrllphica! Lift 0/ 
Charfemaglle abt1ut 883 sterns fto m an intermeditlte period between the oraL legemis that fo nned 

the raw material ofjongleurs ([nd minstrels in the Age ofHeroes aftd the literary epics inaugurated 

by the appearance oflhe Song ofRoiand in the eleventh centu!'y. J.luch com mented on flr its mention 

ofJewish traders in Narbonne (01' some othe,. MediterrtUleon port), il relates to around 805 before 

Charlemllgne~' deafh in 817. Most comme11latoYJ fai! to tTflnsLate the word Brirtani co l"rectly, 

rendering it as "British " rather thall "Bretofl. "1/the "geste" does belang to ChtJrLemagne, however, 

it should be TiOted there were 110 Brilish ships in his time. Charlemagnl! had 110 na11J or merchanr 

marine. There were man)' shipsftorn Nantes {md the cross-channe! seaways. Incongl"uousLy, there 

wt>re also no Vikings 0 1' Northmm, so Charlemagne:(prophetic l!i5ion is anachronistic. The Vikings' 

dread of CharLes Mm·te4 Charfemagne ~- grandfothn; is aL.-o odd. In short, tue seml tQ have an 

episode fro m evoLl!ing poetie composition, shaped for the taste of the Late ninth Cfntury and wTittm 

i n a cfericfll maid. But the fact that the authol' sa}s the citizenry 0/ Nm'bonne guessed the sh'{mge 

ships lIlight be Jewish 0" Bretoll suggests dt least that Jewish und Breton shippirlg did indeed operatl! 

in the wafers offSotlthenl FraJlce. Notke!' the Stammerer, Gesra. Karoli Magni Impera toris: T aten 

Kaiser Karls des G rössen, ed H. F. Haq'eie, MGH. SRG N. S. 12 (BerLin: Weidmarm> 1959), 

boak l L ~'hapter 14, pp. 77-78. 

Ir beleli on his many rravels Charlemagne OHel: arrived unawares at a certain port in N arbonne. 

While he was at dinner in the ha rbor, it happened unbeknownsr rhat so me Viking advelllurers 

made a raid on the town. \/?hen the sh ips came in sight some declared rhern Jews, some Moors, 

so me Breton merchants. Bur by the build of the ships and thei r speed, C harIes sagdy identified 

them as hostile, not rraders. H e said to his to llowers: "These snips are nar h ili of trade goods 

but freigbted wi th ehe fiercest sort of tc es." When they heard [h is, each vying [0 beat the next, 

the men rushed down to the ships. But all in Yai n. For when ehe Vikings heard that Charles 

Mand, as [hey used to call h im, was mere, fearing lest the ir fleet be beaten back Of even 

smasbed in a thou.sa nd lin Ie p ieces, they absconded with a wondrousJy rapid retreat not only 

from me sword points bur ('yen tbe ver)' eyesigh r of those pursui ng Lhem. T he most religious, 

just and deyout Charles rose &om thc table and was stand.ing at an easrel11 wi ndow. For long 

d id he pour down precious rears. N one dared speak a word. Bur at lasr he exptained his 

behavior to his peers, su)' ing:-"Do you lrnow why I weep so bitterly, men ? Ir is not rhis mat 
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I am afraiJ f, that ch"'Se worth less people of no , CCO U l1t will be abi to d me h:um. I am 

rarher saddened co mink rhat even d uring m l i ~ rime [hey dar arta 'k this shore. 1 am t rn 

by grea.r sorrow because I foresee whar fit they will do to those who come aner me and heir 

subjecrs." 

8. Charlemagne's Protectorate in the Holy Land and Enrichment of 

Rome 

Thl! Carolingians dip!cmati ally maintained a Frrmkish-Roman pr('sence in PaLestine certtered on 
f /!J( pro tectio Il ofpiLgrims vi d i ng Jerusalem ./rom about 775 to abotlt 92 -. The Gennan emperors 
d wbo flilowed thern were nut altogether Hlcees~fltf in reestablishing i t. Only the Crusndes rev;ved the 
d Idetl oIa poLiticaf/eecfesitJStieaL enc!avl! /-lJiti soldiery attaehed to the Holy Sepu!cher. Eillhard wrote 
n bi- mcomia tie biography o/Charfemagne about 8 5 (see also 1I1.3, lUG). amuelEjJeJ Turnl7', 

inhard: The Li fe of Charlemagne (New York: H f1.rper, 1880), chapter 2 7 

He was very f rward in uccoring the p or, and in rhat gratui t LI genL ro iry which he C reeks 

o ll alms, so much 0 cha he not onJy mad a poin l of givi ng in his OWll counrry and h is ow n 
kingdom, bu r when he d iscovered (ha t there were C hrisrian living in po verty in Syria, gypt, 

and Africa, at ] ertlsaJem, Alexandria, and C arrhage, ne had compassio n o n th ir wa ms, and 
uscd [ 0 end money over the se:ls co t hem. The reaso n thar h zealou ly sn·ove to make frie nds 

wich the kings beyond s as was that he might ger h Ip and relief to the Christian liv ing l Lnd r 
[hei .. rule. 

H herished th C hu rch 01' (. Perer the Aposrl a t Rome above aJl o ther holy an sacred 

places, "nd heaped its treasu ry w irh a vas t wealth of gold , silver, and preci us tones. He senr 

greal and w undes gifts ro the po p ; and th ro ughnU[ his whoie reio-n the wish that he had 

neareH ar hea.rt wa t re-establish roe a ncien t aurhoriry o f he ciry ofRome under his are and 

h)' his i Auence, and ro defend < nd protecr (he Chur h ofS t. P t x, and t beautify a lld enrich 

ir out of his own stOfe above all other church s. Alrhough h held ie in uch ven ra tio n, he 
rte. 	

~n l )' repaired ro Rom ray his vows and make h is su pplicarion fo u r (imes du ri ng the who le 
rs 

tOrry-seven years thar he reigned. 
Irs, 

led 
9. Charlemagne's Relations with Harun al-Rashid 

'. C, 
11/ the "'90s. botJ, Chl1rfemagne at Artel. en and Hrmm Al-Ra. hid in Bagi dtrd lUere at the height 01·1 
tlJeir Ule.1lth, power and reputation. TI. e Abbasid L"(zliph ru/ed Oller 1I wefl-governed state d at 

ren 
!ldteh d/rom the N ife. 'Yria. Anzbitt (md Pn-sian Gu f/ ta the Indu.> aT/d OXUJ rivers. D om illating 

nly 

üS, 
lh<' trade ;11 spice~~ gold. silk anti precio'Us stonc ', th E(u ern caLiph operated Iong-distancc "md 
OIlies andsetl fanes reaching fo Illdia., (il/lheast Asia ' l1ld China. f-li ' rilJaf was the Umayyad crt!iph

IIlg 
;/1 Spam. When Harm died in 809 hi sons p ltmged the empire i" lo il war 0/suL"eession. A 1101hi 
disslfnilar turn afroents ollertouk the Frankisf, empire when Louis {he Pious Jolfo wed hisßtther. hat 
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rises tmd disasters multipLied in both empires. By the year 9 00, IUhen the G.l roLingial/ tim: was 

running out, the Abbasid renewal was {IÜO Itt a low ebb, the agriculture ofits heartland in the 

SawwLld fading, p rovince after province rejilsing to pay tribute and a destroctive slave revolt II llk 

way. The caliphate wou/d sUilJive until swept a WtlY by the M ongois in the tbirteentb cmtury, bil l 

its rulers turned into eifete puppets ofthe Turkish guards, and its authonty and injluence were 110 

longer supra-national. S{lrnueL Epes Tumer, E inhard: T bc Life of C harlemagne (New Yo rk. 

Harper, 1880), eh. 16. 

He added to the glory of his reign by gain ing the good will of severa l kings and nations; so 

d ose, indeed, was the al liance that he contracred wit h Al fonso Ln 79) -842] King of G aLcia 

a nd Asrurias, that th e larter, when sending leITers or ambassadors ro C harles, invariably sryled 

h imsel f h is m an [i. e. vassa l] . His munjficence won the kings of the Scots also to pay such 

deference to h.is wishes that they never gave h.im any omer ti tle than lord or rhemselves rhan keys 
Arab,subjecrs and slaves: there are letters from rhem exrant in wh ich these feel ings in his regard are 
corresexpressed . 

mpHis reladons with Aaron [i.c. Harwl Al-Rash id, 786-809J, K ing of the Persians, who mied 
harlover almost the whoie o f the East, lndia excepted , were so fr iendJy that th is pri nce preferred 

invinhis f~vor co that of al l the kings and potemares of the ea.nh. and considered that ro h irn alone 
surprimarks of ho llor and rnuni fice nce weredue. Accordingly, wben rhe ambassado rs sent by O larles 
rhree­to visit me most hol)' sepulcber and place of reSlJ rrection of our Lord and Savior presented 
woulthemselves before hirn with gi fts , and made known their master's wisbes, he not only granted 

what was asked , bur gave possession of m at holy and blessed spot. W hen chey retumed, he lraly 

victodisparched h is am bassadors with them, and sent m agni fi cen t gifts, besides stuffs, perfu mes, 
rcve.Iand other rieh p rod ucrs o f the Eastern la nds. A few years befo re ch is, C harles had asked him 
Rhifor a n elephant, and he sen t the only on e m at he had.. 

T he Emperors of Constam inople, N icephorus [I 802-8 11], Michael [1, 81 1-813] , and Leo disa 

IV, 8 13-820J, made advances ro C harl es, and so ught frien dshlp and all iance wirh rumby ha 

i r colseveral embassies; and even when the Greeks sllspected h irn of designing ro wrest the empire 
Thefiom ehern, because of h is asswnpt ion of the title Emperor. they made a dose alliance wirb 
. ·lalhim, rhat he m igh r have no cause of offense. In fact, th e power of the Franks was always viewed 

by th e Greeks an d Romans wirh a jealous eye, whence the Greek p roverb "Have the Frank fü r heil 

[0 tyour fri end , bur not for your neighbor." 
lleet 

1 O. Decline of the Carolingians le 

Au
Edward Gibbon 5 1I'Jt1Jterfulllerdict on ByzaTlü lle bistory was tu call it "" tedious aud unifom l laLe 

of weaklless and misery. " He bad an equal6' wit~y remark ON !he latter Carolingians. Gibbon 
vad 

hi
memoritzlized CharLe.s Ih" Bald (d. 877), Louis the Stammel'er (d. 879), Charles the Fat (d. 888) 

co
{md CharLe's the Simple (d 929) as "{/ crowd ofkings deseruing ofoblivio n. ,. Edward Gibbon, T he 

TI1
Decli.ne and Fall a f the Roman Empire, vol. 111 (L01i.do1t: Warne), pp. 101 -103. 
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'Jibbo/l, T he 

C\,HOUCL\ . nEN,\L'iSAJ"I( : 

If we retrace [he dines 0 rh is geograph i 1 p icn.He, it wi ll be seen lhar rhe empire of the 

Franks exrended. between cast a ncl wesr. fr m eh Ebro to the E!be 01' V is tlliaj berween me 
north and soum, from the duchy of Bene enrllm to h , R iver Eyder, the perpecua! boundary 

cf Germany and enm ark. Thc: persona l aad poliücal im porrance of har lemagne waS 

magnified by ehe disrress and d ivision f the rest o f Curope. T he islandB of Great Bri rain and 

lreland wl:re cU 'puced bya crowd of princcs f Saxon Of S o tash origin: and, a fter ehe loss ,f 

pain. [he Chrisrian a lld Goth ic kingdom o f Alpho nso the C hasre was con l-t ned r eh narrow 

range of eh Asruri an mountains. These peny sovereigns revered rhe power or irrue of rne 

arlovingian (Caroli ngian) mona rch . impl red the h t nor and support of his all ian , and 

scyl d hirn rhejr common parent, ehe s l a nd sup reme emperor o f t he W est. H, maintained 

a more cquaJ inter ou rse with the iiph H un al Rasrud, whose do mi nion srret h cl from 

Africa to I ndia. a nd accepr d fT 111 h is a mbassadors reIl t. a water-c1ock, an e! phanr. and ehe 

keys of rhe H o ly Sepulch re, It is no t easy nce ive he private fri nds h ip of a Frank and an 

Arab , who were stranger . t O each uth r's prso n, and lancruage, and r ligion: bur their pub li c 

corre.spondence .. as fi u nded On va nity, and their rem te situation leIT 110 room for a 

comperition o f im re t. Two thirds of dle e [ern empir of Rome were subject to 

Charlemagne. ~LOd th~ cl frci l CY wa am ply supplied by hi c mn and o f the ina.ccessib le or 

invind ble nations f Gerrnany. Bu t in the choi e of his en mi -, we inay be reasonably 

surprised tha t he alTen prefi rred th poverry of eh no r(h 1'0 the rich s o f (he sou m . T he 

rhree-and- rh irty campaigns laborio usl consu med in [he wood and morasses of C rmany 

would have uffic cl t err rh amplitude o f hi s eide by th '" expulsion o f the C reek!; from 

Iraly and th Saracens frorn p ai n . T he weaknes o f the ree would havc illsured an easy 

vicrory; and the ho l)' c rusade against m e Saracens woul hav een pro rn pted y glory a nd 

revcnge, a nd [oudiy jusäfied y rdigi n a nd policy. Pe rhaps, in his expedirions bey nd ehe 

Rlline nd ehe Eibe. he aspired to save': hi monarch}' om ehe ra re of rhe Roman empire, to 

rusarm ehe enemies of civil ized socier; , and t eradicatt: th e seed of furure emigra tio n . Bur it 

has be 11 wi e!y observed, that, in , light f pr caurion, all onquest must e ineffi ceua!, u ni ' 5 

ir could be uni\·ers<'ll. sinc rhe increa ing irc1e mu r be involved in a !arger sphere ofhostilit . 

Thc. ubiuga- on of Germany withJre rh veil Vi hich had so long oncealed [he c ntinenr o r 

ls lands of cancl iu:1 ia from (he b wledge of Europe. und awakened the torpid courage f' 

:heir bal'baro Lis natives. T he fie rces o f the Saxon idolaters escaped trom ehe Christian tyram 

LO [heil' brerhren o f ehe Norrh; dle an and M dlrerranean were cove red wich their piratical 

tleers; and Charlemag e beh Id wi th a igh the d s trucrive pr gres' feh Norman . who in 

less chan sev ry years, prc ipitated che fall 0 his race and monarchy. 

Had the pope and rne Roman r vive ehe p rimi tive onsdmtion, [he öues f emperor and 

Augusrus were conferred on Chaclemagne fo r ehe term of h is lite; and his successo rs, o n each 

vacancy, musr have ascended ehe th t'One by J formal o r raa t ele rion. Bm ehe associadon o f 

his son Lewis ehe Piau a.~sertS me independenr right of monarchy and conq uest, and the 

<!mperor seerns on th is occasion ro have foreseen and preventeJ ehe latem claims of rhe c1ergy. 

TIle roY,ll youch was com m; mied ro take [he er wn from eh Itar. and with h is own hands (0 

113 



\I1E.l{Cl L\JV!' i\DV EN'11 'HE ll Klt'\ <JS ( >F ImODi 

place ir 00 his head, as a gift whieb he held from God . his [lther, and the nation, Thc same 

ceremony was repeated, though wi th less energy, in the subsequcm associations of Lorhaire 

and Lewis the Second: the Carlovingian sceptre was transm itted from fath er ro son in a lineal 

descenr of four generations; and the ambition of the popes was reduced ro rhe empry hanor of 

crowning and anoin tiog these hereditary princes, who were already invesred wim their power 

ao d dominions. The pious Lewis su rvived his brotbers. and embraced the whole em pire of 

Cbarlemagne; but the nations and the nobles, his bisha ps and bis children, quiekly discerned 

that this migh ry mass was no longer inspired by the same soul; and me fo undations we 
undermined to tbe centre, wb ile the extern al su d~lCe was )'er fair and entire. After a war, or 

baale, wh ieh eonsumed one hundred thousand Franks, rhe empire was divided by ITeat}' 

berween his three SOllS, who had violated every 6Lal and fratemal dut)'. The kingdoms of 

Germany and France were fi:)['(~ver separated; th e provinces of G aul, berween the R hone and 

(he Alps. the Meuse aod the Rh ine, were assigned, wid1 Italy, ro the Imperial dignl t)' of 

Lothaire. In the partition of bis share, Lorraine and Arles, two recent and transitory kingdoms, The mal 
were bestowed on the younger children; and Lewis [he Second, bi s eldest son, was content refer to . 

wirb d1e realm ontaly, ehe proper andsufficient parrimony ofa Roman em peror. O n his dearh ervants 
without an)' male issue, ehe va.can t. th rone was dispmed by his uncles and cousins, and the tor Jew 
papes most dexrerausly seized the occasion ofj udging the claims and meri ts of the candidates in ehe ~ 
and of bestowing on the most obsequious, or most li beral, ehe Imperial ofBce of advocate of 

the Roman cburch. T be dregs oE the C arlovingian race 110 longer exhibi ted any symptoms of 

irrue or power, and the rid iculo us epithets of the bald, the stammerer, the fot, and the simple, 

distinguished the tame and uniform teatures of a erowd of kings alike deserving of oblivion. 

By the failure of the collareral branches, the whole inheri tance devolved to Chades the Fat, the 

last emperor of his family: his insaniry aurhorized the deserrion of Gerrnany, 1tal)', and Francc: 

he was deposed in a dier, and solicited his dail)' brend from the rebels by whose contempt his 

lu e and li berty had been spared. Aecording to the measure of theif force, rhe governors, (h 

bishops, and me lords, Llsurped [he fragments of the faD ing empire; and same preference ",ras 

shown to the female or illegitima te blood of C harlemagne. O f tbe greater part, rue ti tle and 

possession were alike doubrfu l. and the meri( was adequate to me contracred scale of their 

dominions. T hosc who could appea r with an army at rl1/! gates of Rome were crowned 

mperors in the Vatican; bur their modest)' was more frequencly satisfied with the appellation 

01' kings ofltal)': and ruc wh oIe term ofseventy-fou r years may be deemed a vacancy, from rhe 

abdication of C harles (he Far to the es tablishment of Otho the First (Ono I). 
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IV JEWS AND JEWRY LAW 

Thc make rs of ehe Tucson Ar iFa rs do not p iflcally idenrity tbemsd es as "Jews." hey 

refer ro same of rheir men a Levires, pr umably in the Biblical tri bai sense o f priests ,md 

servan rs of [he temple, and ro others as Israeli t ~. Th larrer term wa th preferred echnon m 

for Jews in the ea rly Middl Age. E en roday, rhe Roman Jewish c mm un ity the oldesr Jewry 

in Ihe West, ca lls th ir main hou e o f worsh ip tb Syn gogue of me Israelites . 

O ur Romans (Ro rru ni) Im w larin, Bryth nie and H ebrew, pre umably a lso North 

merican In ian langu ges, and wer strongl)' orie nted roward Palescine, caUed the Good. or 

Bel ved Land (see V) . ~ hey were evid ntly identic I wirh the so-ca lled Rhadani tes 

(ltabinowi rz). As can be app r ciated from several of the laws a.nd texts of the Middle Ages that 

falhw, Romani. was a legal c ncepl. U nder the meaning of"personaliry of the law," ie was akin 

tel Visigorhs, alian and Ripuarian [-ranks, Burgundians and Lombards, a las.s of per o ns rhat 

c: rn braced Jews as w U a.s Gall Romans and other remnam pcoples ofRornan ru! surviving 

il1 Britai o, Wales, Brilta.ny, Normandy, Galicia and fu..rflung regions on lh margins of 

emerging Germanic kingdoms. 

In the Byzantine Empire, Jews oumumbered their Western count rpart by rwo to one or 

more and were more con isrendy Iabded Jews. pure and simple. In M usl im states, where Jew 

were a thousantl tlrnes more POPUlOLlS , they were g ran ced the taeus of People or [he Book and 

accorde many m re rights, frer payin taxes. Still. ho\ "ever, rney were econd-class iti.z.ens , 

fr.:quendy misrreated a.nd alTen publicly hu mil iated. 

the e:trli t newspaper accounrs pointed aur (11), rhe T lIcson rt ifteIs superfkiaUy mingle 

J.;\\ i~h and hriscian imagery. This ob ervati n was considered grounds for judgi ng mem 
ill3urhencic. as ir ,"vas believed d13 Jews n ver used the cross. It sho uld be pointed O llt, 

bowi.""cr, lhat :-he nam of esus Christ does nOt appear anywh r in th inscrip tioos. O n ly t.he 

Jld Testamem is quored. The cross, rnoreover. Vv'a th ymbo! of Quet:z:Il oarl in M i 0, 

here the artifucts wer created. We cann t imagine lhat su ' cruciform a n i&cr wieh Hebrew 

langua e and images f rem pies w re wspkyed < nywher in Europe. T he T ucson ArriFacts a re 
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American (or a t least Mexican, or Mesoamerican). After thc C rusades, rhe cross became a 

symbol of oppression and revuJsion to Jews. O n one artifact, moreover, ir is the patriarch's 

rather than the Larin cross that is featured , a cross ,virh roots in Sa mari tan h istory. Later , the 

T emplars adopted th.is form and renamed ie the C ross of Lo rraine. Another type of cross i5 thc 

cight-armed Calalus fJeld symbol, p rominen t on the neh lL~htans and swords as an armorial 

device. T his insignia encapsulated the troops' different erhoie origins, including Gaul and 

Brittany. Ir obviously had 110 religious meaning. 

ReveaJ jngly, the inscriprions seem to be placed with a cerrain disregard for the sancti ty of 

tbe cross in Ch ristian practice. W e do nor receive the impression th at rh eir layout is imcoded 

to enhance any mys tic levels of meanil1g (as in me weJl-known acrostic poems in the shape of 
crosses by Carolingian poets). In o De instance, on the J lldas-Benjam i.n -Isaac Cross (6B), the 

contents run vertica1ly down the upright shaft of the cross a.t a ninety-degree angle, an 

o rientation that de-arly goes counter ro any rega.rd for the cross as an obj ecr of veneration. The 

Josephus C ross (5A, 5B) also has an eccentric layou t. Irs long insCTiption irregu larly ftJ ls the 

u pper half in horiz.ontal Iines and continues on the lowcr ha lf at a ni nery-degrce angle with agree 

lines running verticaUy from top co bottom. Ta read ir properly, one wouJd have ro rurn it abou 

baptisJseveral cimes, a treatment that would be considered sacrilege if inflictcd on a Christian cross. 
his 01Ir should also be nored that the black cross is th e nadirionaJ na tional emblem for Brirtany, 

and that for all merchallts originatin g in Christian lands and passing throllgh Consranrinoplc Brot! 
heir Ior poi n ts easrward, includ ing the Cali phate, India and C hjna, the cross was required to be 

exhibited 00 ca rgoes and goods for customs purposes. rre 

Salo W irtmayer Baron and o ther Judaic scholars have drawn attention to the Caroli llgian 
illwllage as a brigh t spot for medieval Jews. Tbe emergence of Rhadanite activity and rhe 
heavcommllnica tions with Babylonian and other Mi ddle Ea., tern commllni ties made it possihle für 

granWestern Jews to ru m a page o n growing persecmion and marginal iz.ation . The position of]ews 

in Western Europcan society was rransform ed fro m "an oppressed, persecuted, llnwanted 

element, sharing t rade with the Syrians, to a priviJeged, prosperous d ass enjoying Cl trad 

monopoly as a resul t of rhe exclusion of theif Syrian rivals; and in addition the extension of 

rhe [AbbasidJ Empire easrwards, coupled wirh the permission gran ted to rhe Jews tO take up 

residence in whatever place [hey des i red, 100 to a corresponding spread ofJewish com muni ties" 
'1>(Rabinowitz, pp. 85-86). Ir was the age of Jewish merchants, and je lasted until about 900. 


When a new era dawned in 1095 with the Crusades, rhe p Light o f Jews was totally altered. '01 


1. Pope Gregory's Verdicts on Jews 

Gregory I the Grefll (p ope 590-604) wroU severai letter, aboul hoU! the Church shouid /reat j ews, 

Here lire three, il1cLuding the encyclical Sicut } udaeis thaI became part 0/canon Inw lorits elJeiJ­

handed lless. P. Ewaid and L M Hartmann, Gregorii I Papae registrum epistoiamm. in MGHJ 

2 va/s. (1887-1893). 
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Gregory to Vergil and Theodore, Bishop ofMassilia (Marseilles) , in Gaul, June 591 

":CRlBENDl AD FRAT RNITAT M . fu mere was no occasi.on wirh a proper time o r 

personage ro write ro our ' raterni ty (tO you my bro ther) and to pay the ddres' of ltnation 

due co you , il happens hat I can now pay my deb r and do wha t is de.manded Fm love of Dur 

brotherly closeness and at the same üm e no t rem ain silen e b llt (he com pla ine ofsom p opl , 

whicb has reached u , about how the s uls 0 the rram are ro be re cu d . For man)' men 0 1' 

[he Jewish religion li ing in this p rovin , who ra eled bence tO rne region of Massili3 for 

various business, brough r ro our auenrio n that many of eh J ws living in rhose parts ar led 

tO the baptismal fo m b ' fo rce rathe.r than eh r u h evan lizat ion. A;; for h in tention that 

res ul ts in such acts, 1judge ir [0 be o r[h. of praise and ac n ledge ir tO deri ve from love of 

the Lord . But I am afraid eh, [[h i same in ten t io n unlcss ir is accom pan ied by a rcsw t in 

agreemenr wirb Holy S ripture, ei rher hould no bring tb Lord '· reward r sh uld even b ring 

about God Fo rbid) almosr the los o f eh s ws we want ro rescue. Fa r it' a man corn s to the 

baprismal fom 110 be a e ermon's p rsu, , ion but ul1Jer c mp ulsio n. if he retu rns to 

his old super rinon h dies a w ( rse dea th p rec.isely because he onl)' seem d to have be n reb m , 

Brother, you sh uld appeal r such rnen in Fr quent preaching, so tbar [h ey d ire 1'0 change 

their old lift- b :l use f th ( ach r' s p rsuasion. In (his wa our iutenr io n wo uld ha e the 

corre t r su lr whil the convert' p irit wo uld nor e changed agai n to ard h is I vomit. 

Discours , d1 .reh re, sho uld bc di rected at them to burn out [he rhorns f devia tion and 

i1lu minate in peal(ing whatever w darlmess in th m and th us may yo u gain a reward in 

h"aven fo r sav ing th m , by frequentadmo nirion, and then e lead as man) f rhem as God will 

grant ro ehe regeneratiOl of new life. 

b. 

Gregory to Victor, Bishop ofPalermo, June 598 

C'j.rtslÜms seized Sp1flgogues and other buildi/i fES o/Ie/l,)s in Palermo in violent riots. The .lews of 

Romr complaill:'d on their behalfto the Pope. who wro te this injlumtialletter. 

ICuT r 'DACI . Justas t cJews sb uld not hav rh al lowance [0 presume anyth ing in m eir 

.'TlJgogues beyond hat ha. been permjtted already by (aw, (hey hould likewise suffe r no 

prciudice in those mauers dl at have becn c.onceded to them . T he peti t ion presented ro us by 

the Hebrews living in t:his ehe city of Rome. wbich is appended below, will inform )fO Ll what 

thcy complained b ur co L1S on behalf f th Hebrew Iiving in PaJermo. If. indeed , d1elr 

. mplaim is based in rru th, je be oves y u r F r' t m ity (YOli my brotbe r) to examin carefu lly 

he law in its ..:ominuati ll1S hat ev ryrh ing decr ed n this maUer be kert and bserved in 
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regard to ehern , so that no injllstice be done in itseJ f, neither shouJd th ey bc seen to suffur 

prejudice. If there is anydü ng mat could rcasonably be adduced to oppose rhe restorarion as 

requesred, judges should be chosen by the pardes able to give judgement according to equiry. 

Bur if perchance this lawsuir can not be ended there it shal l be necessary to transfer the else to 

us, so that your anragonism may be raken away and verdicts given in complete adherence tfl 

justice. As long, then, as th is case has not been setcled, your Fraterni ty (brother) shaJl absrain 

from thc consccratiolJ of the places that are said to have been seized. 

c. 

Gregory to Fantinus the Proteetor, Oetober 598 

or 

After no resolution ofthe a isis in Sicily, the Pope wrote this fllLow-up letter. Brl 

IWI 

ANTE ALIQUANTUM TEM PUS. Same time ago, we wrQ[e to Victor, our brother and co­ 5u 

bishop, tha t whereas same Jews complai ned in a petition presented to us th at synagogues 

situated in the the city of Panormus (Palermo) were occupied by him wi thout reason, rogethcf 11'/1 

wi th rheir hostels, he shouM abs tain from consecrati ng thern un d! the case eould be adjudged (~o 

wherher ehe deed was lawfully done, lest he be seen to have caused thern prej lldice arbitrarily. 

Lldeed, respect for th e office of priesthood held by our said brocher did not permit us to believe 

"'1r
iJ. 

ea.sily that he had done anything untoward. Bur whereas we have leamt from the repon of ou r ~j 

notary SaJerius (who happened ro be there aftenvards) tha t there was no reasonable G1Use fOf 

occuparion and they were consecrated unadvisedly aod rashl)', we merefo re order }'OUf 1' 

Experi cnce (tide fo r official) mal since what has been eonsecrated can nor 1l0W be resrored ro 

]e\vs you see ro ir thar OUI said brother and co-bisbop is ohliged to pay the prke estimared by 

our sons, the glorious patrician Venantius and abbot Urbicus, for thc synagogues thern selves 

wirb the hostels that are within Wem Of adjo ined to their waUs and the gardens at tached t() 

titern, in order that what he caused to be oceupied 5h a1l rernai n under the authority of his 

church and that they sha 11 not be seen to have:: been oppressed or to have suffered any in jusöce 

"vhacever. T he books and ornaments seized shaH all be Jooked for; and if they were open I)' 

seized . we want them to be lInambiguously restored; fo r jusr as Jews are not allowed the 

&eedom to do anything in tii eir synagogues beyond what is decreed by law (as we ourselves 

have previously wrirten; see b. SICUT IUDAEIS). likewise no prejudice or any lass whatever 

shollid be infli cted on them contrary to justice and the demands of equity. 

2. Pope Stephen Complains about the Jews ofNarbonne 

From the Arab conquest of Na,.bonne in 720 ulltil Pepill retook thf' city in 759 the whole al /hr 
South ofFrance was in chaos. These dates must be bracketed by a halfcentury or more o/uncertnill 

fl rtunes ot the end of the seventh century fm d another halfcentury ofArab mids (md devtJStlltiol1 
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]EWS D.lI:."\\ ~y LA\\' 

/rom 775 to 825 In (he meantim , (f j ewish princedo m untier {he aroLingitllls ' Baby /o nian tl/lies 

jlouri hed .fom 768-900. centaed in NllrbMme. IIJ whal f.ad ollee bem the richest Romall 

prol'tTlces, t/m'e UNIS (tlarge Jewish population tlJriving in (his shadowLand between ehr; tiam (md 

~ltIlims, lt i" t4 blank in the hütory books. An indicatioTl of the vacuum <:omesji-om [he gaps iu 

officwllim 0/ bh'hopi alld archbishops. T hc tiioeese 0/Amibes-Gras.,e (at the nerve-center Oflh 

Baby!r1f/ülII princedom), }) r imtfl flce, Wi'lS intemtptedfol' 130 years, /ro l'fl 644-191, Nm-bonne was 

Ilbaw:kmed by ,he Cburch 683 fV 168, 782-79 . 822-828 /tltd {{sso rted !rlter years 0/ the Ninth 

Ctlltury, N othing is knowTl whfltevcr 0/ (he fl ilowing: Aix (episcoplll see l fletmt 2 00 years, 600­

800), Agde 683-191. Arles 684-169, Cllho rs 66.'-152, CarcaJsone 683-791, M fl rseilles 614-1 9, 

Nimes61.:J-191, N ice 6 14-111, Orleans 733-788, Perpigw11I 683-79 /, Rodez626-838, Tou/ollse 

671-785, Uas 660-791 (md V(1lenc~5 0-8/4. Many o/these eitzes were evidently strongly j ewish 

fIT sign((1cflntiy prlrt-J ewish in their popuulces 1Ip to the ninth century (see 111.4). In Vannes in 

Britltwy, th Roman Churrh did not asserl Imy elaim to (lUthority betwem 580 mzd 8 14--lIea,.ly 

two hllndred find fifly yMrs. kfoJt recorc/j'fo r this period are /ost 01' corrttpted. Arou nd 168, Pope 

Stephl!7l (lIario us~y 11 umbered 111, IV or VI) grandry gllVf or reconfirmed to the archbishop 0/ 

Narbollne extensive tithes find passes ions (leiter I). Soo n therer~fter, however, after the archbishop 

!Uro te back Stephen sent this fo mous ran t abollt the intransigent Jew.r o.{ the area, The original 

domment is incomp fetc and appears to have been t{[mpered wit!?, /ike so mallY other records 0/the 

llme ifthey co ncemed this sensitive [ssue. 15 it Clml coherent? No, it rrtmbles, But ir appears lIeither 

Ihe Pope 110r the 'hureh got zuhat they wanted. Narbonne remained in co n traf o/the p rina Mal,hi!' 

a1/d his descendants JO r mallY decadcj', "Convenit nobis qui clavem," PL CXX1X, col. 851). 

Pope Steph n to Ariber ar hbishop of Narbonne and co a lt the rulers FSep[imani and pain, 

~reeri ng! 

h behooves us, a~ we have received [he k y ro rh gral'lJry 0 Heaven by aposwlic succession, 

JnJ reach fonh :he m dicine of God 's re ligion ro a ny djscas mar m _ inf~cl lh flock, evcn if 

we are unable tO givc O Ul grea measures oE goo ar least to be a I tO weigh ou[ linle 

~()memi n g, Aceordi ngly, we wcre [ruck with s rr w emd disrres d ro dcath tO leam from you 

rha! he loeal Jew i h people ("leiH ludttica) , \ ho are ver r bel li us ah<ai ll ( God nd isp-araging 

our rIt', are in pos ion of hereditary lar cl in villages and subu rban e. tate -,. s if they 

ere Christian inhabicant5--wimln ehe h u nda ries and terne ri f C hristians, by reason f 

certain orders of ehe Fra nkish kings; becau e rhes ery enemies of eh Lord . . . ther is dang r. 

,_ :ulti 'aung h irn (?). , , and Christian men wor their vineyar sund fl lcis; and Ch risrians, 

hoth rruUe ;nd femaJe, live among t eh e ame betray r ,and are debaudl cd day and rughr by 

mcir bhsphemies, wirhin and wirhour rhe ci ies, and the miserab i men a lld women p rform 

uninterrupred1yall imaginable serYic tor thc sa id dogs~sp aall)' as such p ro miscs that were 

mad,' [0 rh Famers of eh Hebrews by Moses, their eh ,en I gislaror, defined and delimired 

b,' Joshua his suc so r. an sworn ami given to the incredul us bf God himselF- tnese 

promise were appropriarel ' raken away from rheir impiolls Farhers as punishm en for (he 

aucifixion of rhe Savior. And, in t ruth . the Tea her of the C hurch indicates to dle rthodox: 
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rhat cast: "\X/hat societ)' shaH there be between light and darkness? What comi ng together between 
on (468)' C hr ist and Belial ? O r what agreement of the temple of God and idols?" And the Supremr 

Counselor of the Word admonishes, saying: " li anyone should say to hirn , H ail (2 John 11 , 

end missing)... . " 

3. Theodosian Code 

Seiected ßom Theodosian i li bri xvi cum constiwtionibus Sirmonruan is et Leges novellae ad 

h eodosianum perrincDtcs, ed. Theodor Jvlomrnsen and Pmd M. Meyer, 2 1I0LI'. (Ber/in: 

WeismarJ11, 1905), 

Jews are to Live under Roman law .... All Jews known to be Romans (Romani) are to have the 

cases concerning their religion handled by their own judges. Among thernselves [he Jews are 

to live accorrung t O Jewish L w (2.1.10). 

MIJKl L\ N' l .\1)\'LN'!'I nU:H KI!\'CS ü F HI-IO1) 

Jewish men are not permitted [Q marry Christian women and Christian men are 

permitted to marry Jewish women (3. 7.2). 

We order mar no Jew be compelled to perto rm public services and no Jew be brought to 

court on the Sabbath or any other day considered hol)' in tha t religion (8.8.8). 

We permit aU city govcrnments to nomi nate Jews to serve in rheir respective 
(0 man govern mems (1 6. 8.3). 

No law p rohlbirs the p ractice a f rhe Jewish religion (16.8.9). 

Everyone is to know mat we hereby grant to t11 e Jews the right to colleet money and to send 

those funds to ehe patriaIchs in Jeru salern (16.8.17) . 
All I

Anyol]e who breaks ehe laws p rohibiti ng the converting ofChrisrians to Juda ism is guilty of 

h igh treason 0 6,8.19). 

An)' place considered a Jc\;vish meeti ng hause (which they caU a synagogue) is to 

from any efforrs to arrack it or ro occupy ie Of to seiu: possession of it. Everyone has the right 

ro possess his own propert)' in an unrustu rbed manner and 110 clai m can be made agai nst thi~ 

righ t on [he basis of a rcligious a rgument (1 6.8.20). 

N o person simply because he is a Jew is to suffer wben he is irll10cent. No one is tO 

attacked for religious reasons (1 6.8.2 J). 

Ir is contrary ro borh ancienr laws and our own laws for Jews to convert to Ch ristianity for 

the purpose of avo iding prosecution or fa r ath er non-reUgious reasons. We know that such 

nversions are not the resulr of sincere religious flith bur subrerfllge (J 6.8. 23). 

From now on (468) those who live according to rhe Jewish religion are to be prevented from 

entering imperi al service (J 6,8.24) . 

We order that no Jewish s)'nagogue is co be burned or con fl scated withour due cause. If 

there are aJ1Y synagogues recendy given to ch ll rcbes or other religious groups rhe Jews are to 

receive compensation. Adru rionally, rhe Jews are perrnin ed CO build new synagogues like the 

oJd ones raken from them. If any reLigious objects. books or o th er things have been raken rhey 

are tO be returned unless they have been made pan of their new owner's worship service. In 
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n mar case the Jews are co receive compen arion so rhey c:an reptace me lost go ds. Prom now 

e on (468 , howe 'cr, no oew ynagogues are r be bu ilt and those already existing are to rema in 

I , in the condition in whieh chey are a[ pIesent (16.8.25). 

We order that people who re Clui tians or who sa , [hat [hey are Christians are 11m ro u e 

th ir rel igion as an excuse tO arrack law-abiding Jew or pagans who do not disturb the pea e. 

Any Chriseian who atrncks rhl: ab ve-menrioned pe pi who live under imperial proteetion is 

ad ro return rhe pr perty ehar was seol .n and is r pa da mages [h re or fou r times the value f 

in: wbar he rook (1 6. 10.24) . 

4. Early Church Law in Frankish Lands 
rhe 

are "lI ch rulings as these about .!ewish-Chrütian il/ (erCOlln'C began to .ppetll' in scattered clJltrch co uru'i/s 

in the sixth alld seventh centurie, ofieN J>tltterned Oll Byzantine practices. The Cflroiingians codified 

nor them in the nil/th century, intToducing rmmero1lS fo rged decret flls. Gradua!Ly , t~e proICriptiom 

bemme more fi nd more restrietive. By the 12'" century they were incorporated into (he WeJ(ern 

t to Chureh sbody 0/eflt/on falU. 

ciry Ir is c! rablish cl th3( no C hri rian ma n is ro m ny a Jewish woman and rhar 110 Jewish man is 

tO marry a C h risrian wo man. We decree (har a marriage among h people is legal. (5 cond 

Cou ncil ofOrleans, 533). 

s nd No .lew are to be placed a judges Of as oeh r iower oHicial ver Ch ri stians (COUll il of 

lermont, 535). 

Iry of All C hrisrians are forbidde n to ma rry Jews. Ifthe do this ehey a re co e cast Out ofC h risti 11 

o iery and driven away from c m munion. Also , W ' o rbid C h ri tians ro ea t \ irh Je" s. If 

le safe someone is shown [0 luve done chis he i ro be excom rn un icared for a year (Third Cou.ncil of 

• right Orleans, 539) . 

sr thi GoJ forbid rhat Chri nans m..1.Y be sub iect t O Je... s ( ouncil of Macon, 583)! 

.lews are not ro eek positions [rom the king (Counci! ofP' ri ,614). 

o be Christians are 11m co be sold ro J ws or [Q pagans, If a Christi an bel ieves rhat it is ne es.~ary 

(0 eil a slave th n dl ar sla\ 'e is co be old on ly [Q anorher hristian. Also. Jews r not to carry 

ity fo r "ur any governm mal buslJ1ess. Cluisrians are forbidden [0 artend eh . feasrs of]ews (C ouncil 

, such ()fRheims. 627). 

5. Carolingian Jewry Law 
I from 

Carofitlgian Jew ..}' /aw/rom 768 to 840 was by no me(l/lS consistent or uniform. These rulings have 

Ise. Ir ~(!tn gtltfJt'rCd from ('([/"tulartes (imperiaL decrees) and other civif soure!!.. In generaL, the/avo ritism 

are [0 ~'hOW1IJ(t/li<h m! '!'tlntJ llrld lm sifu mnen begitllJillg with Pepin. the fltther o/Char!emagne. was 

<e the in.-ref/seel under LOllt.! the Pio1lJ' and Charlrs the Bflld but dwwdled and drsappectred at the end 0/ 
1 ehey fhe C,71'OiilJg1tll/ dynorty about 900. 

. In 
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It is established coneerni ng the Jews tha t if any of them because of a disagreemem brings suit 

against a C hristian and the Jew is to prove his case wirh wirnesses. three wo rthy Ch risti~1n 

witnesses suffi ce and be is also to have four or nine or se\'en Jewish witnesses according the 

value of clle thing in dispute. IE a C h ristian wishes to bring suh against a Jew it is enough für 

hirn to have three wonhy C hrisöan witnesses and th ree Jews (809 capirulary). 

It is esublished that l ews are not [ 0 darf' to hire C h ristian men to do rheir work on 5unday. 

Let no Jew dare receive from a church ofGodanyrhing either in gold or si lver or . . . pledge 

or ... debt from any C bristi an (ca. 813-8]4). 

No lew is [Q dare to have a m int in his own horne. 

Concerning the oath sworn by Jews in cases involving C hristians. T be Jew is co wrap 

hi rnsel f around twice fro m head ro foot in h is prayer shawl and stand while he swears the oath. 

Also. h c mast have in his righ t hand [he five books oE Moses as iIldicated by his own law and 

ifhe cannot fi nd a Hebrew version he is to use OIle in Laün (no. 131, ch. 4) . 

A l e\lvish O ath. So help me God, .vho gavc tbe law to Moses on Mount Sinai, and so tbe 

leprosy of [he Syrian N aamen nOt corne upon roe as upon hirn , and so the earth may nOt 

swallow me up as it swaJlowed Datban and Abiron, I bave done no evil against you in [his case. 

Let no one p resum e co deprivc a Jew of the right co purchase, possess, employ, o r sei l pagan 

slaves (reco l1strucred from lost capi nuaries, 814-840) . 

Let 11 0 aue presume to baptiz.e a Jewish-owned slave withou r the owner's permission. 

Let no one permü a marker to be held on the Jewish Sabbath (same). 

6. Complaint about Jews at the Coun of Louis the Pious 

Bernard S. Bachrach.. l ews in Barbarian Eu rope (ulwrence: Co ronado, 1977), pp. 63-64; 

Agobard, Epistolae, 1to. 7 MGH.Epistolae \I; ed. Enut Dümmler (Berlin, 1899). 

T hc Jews are especially popula.r ar the court and it is said that th e emperor vaIues rhem highly 

because of rhe patriarcbs. Im portant people at rhe court seek the prayers and the hlessings of 

the Jews and they wish that they had su ch people ro su pport rbern as those who favor the Jews. 

The Jews say m at rhe C h risrians at me court are angry bccause Bishop Agobard bas prohibi red 

the use of Jewish wine. The Jews make a great deal of moncy from these sales. IndeeJ. 

accordi ng to the can ons C hris tians a re forbidden to eat and drink wirh Jews. All the ri rne eh 

Jews go around showillg people the imperial orders tha t they have been given under the 

imperial name and sea l which proreet th e privileges granted to thern. They are permltted [0 

bu ild synagogues agai nst the Iaw. Indeed. the Jews brag abour th e glory of their ancestors , their 

wives show off clothing which they clai m to be gifts from royalry and horn ehe ladics of tbc 

palace. Some C hrisrians even say rhat th e Jews are berrer preachers than are ehe priests. 
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7, Diploma Granted to Rabbi Domarus 

[1/ the second qtllTl'ter ofth ninth cmtury, the archbishop 0/Lyoll Agobard incu1'red (he wrath 0/ 

louis the PiotlS byforäbly baptizi ngjewish siaves ([nd depriving theil" oumers o/rights ofowllership. 

Thc mzperor sau.; fit to grant the leaders 0/ the Lyon community evt!lf grenrer privileges Ihml 

prel'i(lusly. Jlt' Ihr dtened /lgobard and his ßdlow an!i-Semites in no uf/cermin terms. The 

lO1/tl'Oi't!'rsy draggcd on jo1' sevC1"al yenrs but marked ({ decided deftllt jbr Agobard and his kind. lt 

proved 10 be on/y a tnlll'0rary setback to the gathering fo rces 0/ecclesiastical assauü ort Frenchlews. 
l"terestiTlgly. the l.fmguage ollhe imperial letter vrtcillates betwem referring to Domat'lIs fInd Samt/ei 

(l! Hebr(tvs (md Jews. suggesting fhere was no distinction at chis firne betwem the fu.lO terms in 

Lathl. 171 tlddition to exemptillg thern from all talLs arid traveling expenses as missi or roaming 

represen{ative~' ofthe COllr t, Louis malus it deal' that ehe two are also s/Uarn into his homage and 

j'elllty, IO that harming rhem will Cll1ry great consequence.i. For a dütussiofl 0/ tbe politics, see 

BmlllrdS Bachrach. Ear l Medieval Jewi h Poli in Wesrern Europ . pp. 92-94. J(arIZeumer, 

td., FO rInuh e Merovingi . er Karoli nj aevi (Hanover: Hahn, 1886), #30, pp. 309- 10. 

To all bishops. abbo rs. COllnrs tc. e it known thal we have raken u p anel retain the Hebr w 

Rabbi Domatus and h is nephew Samuel under Dur prOf ed o n . Wher f4 re by fo rce o f ou r 

pr enr authori ry wc decree and order tha t neith [ )'ou 1101' your subordi nate. or successors 

presum ' [0 a llnoy said H ebrews or prod u e any false ccusa ri ns n a ny illega l pr texts 

whatever. nor p r um ~ to rake 3nytb ing awa)' fro m thern of [he belonO"ings o r f ights in wruch 

they are vested legally a r rhe presenr tim or d imin i h ill any wa}', ~u a.ny time. (TI er f lIow5 

an exhau tive list of customs , m lls and trave! expenses that th . empero r for bids auch ri d es ro 

levy on Oll1arus and Samuel. includ ing h ring :harges. port duties, bridger 1Is, rI ffic 

surcharges and fe for horses.) .. .. 

Indeed. mese same Jews brough t [0 the: attention of OllI h ighn ss War certa in men o ntra r)' 

ro rh<:: Christian religion are: persuading Jewish-owned slaves under eh guise o f me Chrisrian 

religion co condemn [heir lord and ro b baprized. The)' argue tbat ifbaptized ehey [rh slav 1 
wlll be freed from ehe service ro heir [ord . T hi practice the hol)' canOI1S in no way ordain . 

On me contraCV. me)' djudge war eh se who perperrate such acrs d erve the severe sen tence 

or' 3narhema. Thercföre we do [l0[ wan t any of Y II to date ro da an h i g li ke rhi ag i n [0 

. oo\'e-menrioned H bre\ , nor (hat you permi r YOUf ubordin' res to do anyrh ing of the 

kmd. YOl m y b sur mal wl osoever perperrates rhis aod we leam abour ir he wi ll find hi mseLf 

~rs n,l" in dangef and he wiU n [be able tO escape the loss of his p r peny. We want it ro 

I}t known [ you.. ' alre-ady rared, a,at we h ve raken up above-menrioned He rews in to our 

per onal immuniry and p rOte rion and whoever conspires in meir death, as lo ng as rhey a re 

liege 'nen. o r kiU anr n .!et him know [Q pa)' ten pounds goLd as the ponion for Du r palac . 

rurrh 'r, We' sam in nn 'Na}' har [he afor~~ajdJews be que tioned bya panel ofinqui jr L-

v lire, by cold water or even by me Iash-unless ir i p rm irr d to rh m tO live accordi ll.g 

Lv rhel own law and coodu ( sud1 a procedu re. 
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8. Two Jewish M erchant Chaners 

Th(' well-appreciated roies 0/Jewish merchantJ in the CaroliugiaTl Empire CIlrJ be sem in the 

privileges andprotectiom grll flted to thern. H ere are two si.lmp k charters fto m scribalfomlula booh 

Tbey are jl/st the tip 0/ the evidentiary iceberg. Rilbinowirz rrgards one 0/ /he protected Jews, 

A brtlhan2 0/!3argossll, /1.1 /l "possibLe" RJllldanite. There mus/ have beeil hundreds o/me!? documerw 

issued by CharLemagne and his son Louis the Pious. Su Bemard S. Bachrach, Earl y Medieval 

Jewish Policy in Western E umpe, jJp . 94-1 05; Jews in Barba rian Europe (Llwrence: CoronMo, 

1977), pp. 68-70. lVlr/ Zeumer, ed., Formulae Merovingici er KaroJjn i aevi (Hanover: HaIJ1l, 

1886), #31, #52, pp. 3 1 /-ll, 325-26 

a. 

Be it known co all bishops, abbors, counts, vicars, hund red men and our other officials that we 

have received by our word and that we keep under our p rocection the Hebrews who ca.me into 

OllI presence. David, a scion (nul1 l/ us) of the house of D avid, andJ oseph (blank left for adding 

a ti de?) wirb their partners (?), all inhabiean ts of ehe dry of Lyon. Tberefore we decree and 

order through this ou r charter mat neithet tbe above-mentioned off-lci als nor their 

su bordjnates Of thcir successors dare do anyth ing rha r migh t hann ehe afore-men tioned 

Hebrews rIlIough any ki nd of iJJega! act ion.. .. T hese Jews are tO be per rn irted ro (jve quietly 

under our defe nse and p ro tection and ro serve ehe palace fai Lh fully. Also we concede to ehem 

the right to make deals conceming their goods wieh whatever men they rnight wish. Also, ehey 

are permined to üve aecord ing to their law and CO rufe C hrisrian workers to labor for rhern as 

long as they da not require ehern co work on Sunday or on Christian holidays . These Jews also 

have ehe righ t to buy foreign sLaves and to sell rhem within OUf empi re and no fai thful 

supponer of O UfS is co dare ro baprize an y of thei r fo reign slaves wirhout the consent and 

willi ngness of the Jewish owner. . . . l f any case arises . .. whieh canno t be decided locally ... 

let [he proceedings be suspended and h eld over to be brought ro o ur courtS where a fina l 

judgmentwi ll be made according ro the law . . . T he capirularies [hat have beeil issued on these 

mauers by llS and fo r them are to be observed an d dlose who have violared dlem or p rovoked 

thei.r violation in wh ich trus same p rovision is deflned are [Q be pun ished by whipping fo r thei r 

gwh. 

b. 

Be it known ro aB bishops, abbots, counts, vicars, bu ndred men and our other officia15 that we 

have received by oue ward and we keep un der our proteecion a certain Hebrew named 

Abraham from the ciry of Saragossa who has come into our presence and commendcd himself 

imo our hands. T herefore, we order that dlis chaner oF protecdon of ours be g iven to Abraham. 

W irh [his documenr we decree and order m at [no one of youJ are [0 dare to • . . harm me 
above-mentioned Jew.. . . Fllrrher. you are not to co llece an)' [OlIs, nor fees fo r horses , nor for 

housi ng nor for dam age done ro nelds nor fo r figh ts [Q dock on ehe riverbank nor cartage 
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duries, nor clIsrom ar [he ci ty gar nor for cro ing bridges n r eharges fo r pasru ring [h ir 

an imals. H is 0 be permined r li e in peace under ) ur pr tection and our d fense and (0 

serve ehe palace fairhfuJly ithoul anyo e d ing anything illegal to the conrrary . . . . 

9. Charter ofLouis the Pious for the Hebrews Gaudiocus and His 

Sons Jacob and Vivacius 

It hrzs been do ubted tilm j ews Illere ever landowners and aristocrnts equal to Christians within the 

feudal sYJ·tem in France. In 83 , Louis the Piolls gflve this (hm·ta to fl Jewish Jmfli/y after bis half 

brother Hugo interceded Oll th ir behalf 1t survived ulitiL the t'arly eigl temth centrt'Jl in the archives 

af/he abbey ofLagra'Sf' near CarCllSSonne (wherf! like mo t such dOmYrlmt.f it was tllmpered with) 

al/d tllen dislippeal'ed It hilS mbsequmtly bem mud] rt:pritlted (md disw sed Everything emu to 

have ended Jo r these Jewish merchants and virttilt:rs arOluui 900. I n 899, ,'hartes the impfe 

fomltdLy returned CO the bishop 0/Nm'bonne all the lands and lides enjoyed }or the previolls two 

hundred years bJI j ewish beginning under Pepin. Jt i.i probably N () flccident that lhis time point is 

IIlso the last we hear oJaJewish co Lony in Cfluzlus. Amnon Linder, The Jews in eh Legal SoW"ce 

f the ' rly Midcile Ages, pp. 365-67; _, Devic andl Vaissete, Hisr lre g m:rale de Languedoc, 

Preuves, vol. I, TOli[ollse 1730, p. 75; M Bo u.quet, Recueü des hiswri ns des aul er d la 

France, voL 6, Paris 1870, p. 624. 

In (he name of rhe Lord God and of ou r Sav ior Jesus C hris t, Louis by the renewed fu vor of 

divin merey Emperor and Augu ·rus. Although < postolic re3ching remind~ us to do good 

especially unto our b rethrt~n in rhe faitb, ie does not prohibi u from doing kindnesses 3ls co 

;tU[he oth rs, ou t f benev I nr devotion, aod eve.n encourages lIS [0 pursue ir fU rch r fo r ehe 

Sdke f div in compas ion (G:ü. 6: 10 . T herel-o re, ler the dexteriry f aU rhe fairh fU l of God's 

haly Church welt as Ollrs , presem as weH a.s fU ture, know rh, t our beloved brorher H ugo, 

\'enerable bb [ and supreme not:uy of our sacred palace, in tr du ed ro Ollr pres !lce errain 

He.brc\ 's, namely Gaudiocus Sasson~) wirh Jacobu and Vivaci ' Hayyirn?). h.is son • and we 

learnt rheir c mplaints from his Story 3.5 weil as from [h ' rs. They J.dvised thc summ it of our 

lemen:y h w they have 10 t rhrough certain ad ersirie - na}' rhrough the depr dario ns 

carried OUt by cerra.in malevolenr p ople the lawfuJ dir ctive of our auehority. whiJl we 

ormerly made for rhern concerning cer in properries named Valerianae or Bagni la (Banyuls­

I '-Aspres, a wi ne vitia e 80 km soum ofNarb nne in eptim nia on rhe highway r Gerona 

and Barcelona), which bel nged to rhem by righr of succ ion from thejr ances rs, thar 

direcrive enabling ehern [ pos . ilic: ame withoU( hindran, And ili y enrreated and 

\Up lic.arcd our mercifulncs' rhat we would rder [he said directiv (pri!Ceplum) ro be writlen 

down agJln fo r rhro and. be given La rhem and tllar the would e ble througl tha t d.i r crive 

m mainraio the 'aid pro e 'es in dl future wirhour hindr'1l1cc an irhour objection or 

du.turbance &om anyone. We have ru rned a fuy fable ear co rheir r questS for th ake ofdivine 
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love and decreed that this our imperial documem be made and given to them in wh ich we 

d irect and command that said Hebrews and their posterity shall hold and possess through dli 

our autho rity said properti es ...vith all their J.ppunenances and adjuncts, namely, with the 

houses ;Uld oeher buildil1gs, lands cultivated and UDcuJ tiv3red. vineyards. meadows, pasrures. 

warers and warercourse,<;, mi lls, passages , and all rights of exir and enrering and reentering 

withou r obj ection. derenrion or diminution on rhe pan of anyone; and mat [hey shall havc 

free powers ro exercise over thern in everythjng accorcling ro the rights o f proprierorsrup. to 

ordain. d ispose, or do w ith , to selL to give, or co exchange; and mar no one shall daTe to raise 

against thern any calu rnny or disturbance on accollll t of rhe ofr-men tioned properri es. but they 

shaU be allowed ro [obliterated word] them securely and undisturbecL And in order rhat this 

aurhority oF aur conrumatiol1 should obt,tin inviolate and unshaken power, we have o rdered 

that ir be undersigned according to our usage and impressed by Ollr buU (seal). 

iven on the Vlll th Kalends of March in rhe rwenry-sixth year of the empire of the most 

pious Lord Louis by the grace of Cbrisr Augusrus, the second indiclion. (Februal)' 22, 

839/840). Execured at the royal palace ar Frankfort most feJicitously in rhe name of God. 

Amen. 

10. Letter ofCharles the Bald Mentioning 

His Vassal Judas the Hebrew 

CharLes the Bald (843-877) was the grandsotz olCharLemagne undyoungest son o..fLouis the Pious 

by his second uJifi' Iuditl:J. f ü sen! this Letter of thanks to the people ofBarcelona after one ofbis 
nun, a Jew namedjudas, rep(lJ"ted an the city sresisttmce to the Mwlims under the Frankish IIrmieJ 

in 876. Through another fell) in his service named Juduot, Charfes sent the bis!;op ten p ounds of 

si/ver to repair da1nage to the roofo..fthe L"athedml. Ifnothing else, this document proves that Jew.< 

were entnJsted to move Sltrn.f 01 marley over fo ng distauces. They also occupUd the rank ofs1Uorn 

offidllls, VIISSfds and liege men (fideles) of the ki11gdom. Amnoll Linder, Thc Jews in tbe Legal 

ources of me Early M iddle Agcs, pp. 367-68. 

In the narne of tbe Hol)' and U ndivided Trinir)'. C ha rles, Emperor Augusrus by mt 
com passion of the same omnipotent God, to aU ou r subjects in Barcelona, greeting. 

Know tbat we en joy tbc prosperi ty fitting uoro divi ne providence. We grearly desire mat 

rhe same might conrinue wich you. We send you man)' thanks for keeping OUf fealty always 

and in alJ ways. There came of lace to us one J udas tbe Hebrew, o ur vassal, and informed us aI 

length about you r allegiance. We are therefore p repared [0 repay your al1egiance wich a worthy 

remwleration and handsome reward. Therefore do not slacken yOlli di ligence in that allegiallce 

in any way but conti nue tO ma1nraln it in everything ro ehe besr ofyour knowledge and abiHty. 

FareweLL And koow thar 1 am sending with my liege man Judacot ten pounds to Bishop 

Frodynus to repai r his ch urch. 

126 

Va1'wes 

J~ll1ish mercllil 

sixTh alltury. 

iil fhe proiten 

biJhopric was 

cLergy in a 1. 

m dl'd witb (' 

Solomofl, wb 
oflbe Fmll~'il 

bishopric 111 

HiJl cmllr to , 

nUlki71g Il ra 

Hi ncmar d; 

p erhapr lhc.l 
H ere is thf 

i 11 the tenth 

RoÜw d. 11 1/ 

with Frtl1lt"l 

H zncma1" 0.. 

vacating 



es, 

rng 

:lve 

tO 

od. 

ds 0/ 
Jews 

:worn 

Legal 

the 

. th t 

lway 

at 

rthy 

:iance 

)iHr}'. 

ishop 

.JLWS .\1\' JEWny L\\\" 

11. Jews Calling Themselves Christians 

(WS are documeuted Liz'ing in NOlltes. d e CI1pittU of Brittany, from 465, when the Council of 

tfoTlfwforbade eürics from parraking in meals with.!ews, probab6' 0 ret1ction to che city s dcmimw t 

jrwish merchllnt jamilies inl'iting Chrdill l/ associates (md o.fficials 10 seders during Pa.Hover. [n the 

fixth century, t1 mixture 0/Frlillkish (md RfJ7nan Imu p revai/ed, with (he Bretons caffed Romani (as 

in the penitentiaL tit/ed E rpra d Libris Romanorum er Franeoru m). [n the ~ighth century, tf. e 

bishopric was Vtlcrwt «nd tbe Bretoll kings anmll:d alL authority. nornirtaLly pledgingfo(Jlty to the 

Frank as counts. On j l/ne 24, 843, the Normtms itwaded. I::illing the Franl.:ish bishop GUllhard. 

AI/other Frank, Actart"" was elated bishop. butKing Nomil'le expelled him along wirh the entire 

eiern iTt a ,leW aUempt 10 estdblish rl Breton church independent of/he Franks. When the cillil war 

mdcd wit/; ernperor Charles the Bald, Actard afone returned bllt was agail1 driven out by King 

SoloTllo!l, who repll1ced I: im with the separali;'t hi;'hop Gislach. Pope Hadritltl lmd the ru /ing bishops 

~rlh{' FrrmkiJh kingdcm decided ro tiecept this jäit tTccumpli rmd fooked to imtafl Aculrd in anolher 

bisfJopric in the archdiocesc ufRheims. These ellenlJprompted the !etli"lled {md I'a licorow churchman 

Hincrnar to lecture the pope in a lO llg opeil letter Oll episcopal translations in 872. [n the midsr of 

/llilking II ra fher Jarfetched fegaL case that abishop who j(;/'suok his origmaf see was Ii/?e an adulterer, 

!Iillcmar dl'ups tl rtllIch-discussed caHlilL rejerellte to Jews in Mmtes, "who pass for ChriJtiam, " 

J'crhflp' thefirst e:xpLicit rejerence to the pI. mommon ufcryp to-Judtlisrn in WeLi!J and Britisb history. 

Here is the context, trans/atcd JOr the fi rst time. The trai! ofJeur in Nantes mtl)1 be picked up agtlin 

in the tenth eel/tury . .!acob, the second king ofRhodtl, wasfl'om Briltany. cl", was the fam ous hero 

Roumd. {md ofcourse OLiveJ~ together with hisfatherJoseph. Bnttany long resisted being unifted 

wirh FJ'i1l1ce. poLiticaLly . eccleiit[j·tiCtll~y ilnd culturaLIy. not becomi ng part 0/ France urteil 1547 

Hinrmar ofRheims, Leiter .XIlI, De quibtlS apud. Pacrologia Latina /26, 22/. 

Thc: Blessed Gr gory ay an adulrerer is someone who seeks pleasure radler than offs pring in 

carnal intcrcourse. Righdy also is every perso n serving ainglory aid ro be commitring ad ul rery 

with me VI rd uf God sinc they desire n t co produce ch ild ren nD to God wirh sa r d 

doquencc bur to flaum rhcir OWLl l·nowledge. Whoever is arrracted to speaking by the lust for 

glmv cl vores his efforrs mor to pIe. ure [h . procrearion. 1n the arn e wa ,a.nyone who erade 

hb own Church for riches and a plenitude of po",'" .~ and d iog of chis rth is jusdy lied an 

dulrerer. Thus for ablshop co dest.l1: a city out r upiditY- ,l city [NamesJ in whi h lhere 

[' ,Jes 3 c une :lS wdl as noble ergymen and noble lay per ns not co m ntion commoners 

lnd f as:tn . and even Jew' living within ehe parish under C hristian guise (mb nomine 

I~h,m:ano). it 1 am t bdieve .... hat people say- to de err rhar city, T say, in eh he-.lt of 

:.lmbirion, and t rake anorher see tha I' is vacanr , and to hold omo a see in which he was 

l1·Qatncd. in whlch ht' LaD live wimout < ny danger of death, is not nl wi ke bur aL 0 

langer us and pernidous, since rhe holy ca.nons have ruled concernjng even d at vacaung 

~isho.DWho Jump · suddenly ro d vacam Church (Cone. Anrioch. Can. 14): "~mac if an)' bishop 

vJC;J.r ing a churdl jumps suddenly Qver im a vacant church and takes aVe! cha[ ee without a 
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proper act of counciJ he nlUst of necessity be thrown out, even if all the people wish hirn tO 

have that see wlIich he snatched." 

So/Qmon's Tmzple with the Holy ofHolies barred to profone approach, Jabeled TOB "good, 
be/Qved. »Its site on the Temple Mount was marked by the Dome ofthe Tablets, also called 
Dome ofthe Spirits, /Qcated northwest ofthe Dome ofthe Rock and rebuiJt in its current 
shape by Ottoman rukrs in the 1(Jh century. 1t is not known whether this is a hypotheticaL or 
idealizing representation or one corresponding to an actual IsJamic structure ofthe day. Its 
reJationship to the destroyed Herodian complex and Hadrians umples to Jupiter and Venw 
repJacing it is unrktermined. All that can be saM is that its style is that ofa cJassical bui/ding 
with a circuJarfootprint, six seeps up and columns ofthe fonic order simiJar to Roman 
models ofthe 2'''' century, the smatJ round Temple ofVesta in Rome or, indeed, Donato 
Brumante's Tempietto in the church ofSan Pietro in Montorio in Trastevere, aprecursorfor 
the design ofthe Vatican basiJica ofSt. Peter. Am/ace 6B. Photo Robert C. Hyde. 
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