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t:\V. Pi\l'LH RE!'<. )lrrS 

Judd Douhts Dates Given 

He Suggests That Objects Are N ot Oider T han 1540 

Washingron. Dec. 12 . Neil M non Judd . anth rop 1 gist and curaror of A meric.'w 

\cchaeology f thc U nited Srates ation I M useum, wb investiga ted rhe siteand aUeged ca rly 

Roman-Je ish obje ts in Arizona, made rhi stat ment rega rdi ng [hem : 

. I have every co nndence in [he a rchaeol glcal iH t and. judgment ofProh sso r C um m ings, 

bur I Gll1l1ot b lieve from ueh data as has come w my attention and from my p rs nal 

obs rvarion ar rhe ire of these finds in h e Fall f 1924 and the Spring of 1925 ma th e 

pecim 'l'IS are as old a the c.l ates appea ring on rhem wOl lld seem t(l ind icate. 

"I bel i thar no hoa; or fra ud is iovo l ed. 

"I believc the overlyi ng e3.rth and ston (calich ) has been fo rmed ince the pecimens ere 

b d rh rc, but I am conf1 dent that rh e vario us ob je men io ned all po 'r-S pan ish- that 

j rhey date after th Spanish co nqucst o f 1540 A. D. 

· ~o much inter is atra hed to lhe discovery and h cre is such a great p ssib ili ry of m aki ng 

iltl nwlIr jud ment tha t final decis ion a to the pos ibl ag of th speci mens should be held 

abeyancc und l eh nature of rhe overlying caliche deposi ts has be n rho r ugh ly exam ined 

co rnperent ge logists." 

6. 30 Metal Artifacts, 1200 Years Old Inscribed in Larin, Unearthed 

Near Tucson - Lead Crosses, Scarred Swords 1200 Years O ld, Are 

Genuine, Declare Loca1 Archaeologists 

d4J tllnt the NelU York Times re!msed itj- "Puzz!ing Relics "KOOP, the wwl nelUspaper 

blished t/li report, b)'-lincd by Cilbert CoSltlich. Arizona Daily Star, December 13. 1925. 

Inscribed wich. Larin, Hebrew 


Accidentally Unearthed by C.E. Manier and T.W. Bent 


May Change Hlstory 


Leh by Race 700 Yea.rs Before Columbus Landed, Belief 


sf.ll'tn in Laein and in H brew upon a nd em crosses J..nd battered swords, a nn v chapter of 

Iv AmeriGHI His tol) T, wnich same schofars declare will prove that Europeans li d <1.1ld 

hl an died ü, A rizona 7 00 yea r bcf:o re C olumbus landed ar an Salvador, has just been 

nhed near Tucson. 

Th ob je(.T dlat have een e 'cavared bear dares , ngi ng frc m 560 A. D . t 90 0 A. D. 

rding co o ne theo ry, by a band o f Roman wa nderers who 

. ed across rhe sea in r A. . have been given thc sram p of authell[iciry nor o n[y by some 

merica's greatest archaeologists. bu r by a rure, the Inex rabl C ritic, h r ei f. 

lor. dneply and Hrm ly imbeddcd in the grw el a lld caliche, the a rt if.1crs have b in 
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und isrurbed fo r centuries in the bosom of Mother Earth. 

No hwnan hand could have "planted" (hem thefe in rece.m ti rnes. 

Found by Chance 

Upon th is fac t the many scienrists who have inspecred rhe excavarions are agreed. Among 

the scholars who are convinced of the antiquity of tbe objects tlur have jusr bee..n unearthed 

are Dean ByroD C ummings, Dr. A. E. Douglass and Dr. C harles T. Vorh.ies, of tbc Universirv 

of Arizona, and Dr. C lifton ]. Sa rle, who was for eight years proFessor of geology ar the stme 

uni vers it)'. Their statements appear elsewhere in this issue. 

The felies we re found ar the fifth li mekil n on the Silverbell road , about seven miles frorn 

[he hean of T ueson, near the "N ine Mile Water Hole. ,. Thc tract of land 0 11 which the 

discoveries were made is the p ropert)' ofT bo/1ns W. Bent of 1234 North Founh avenue. 

The first artifact-a cross-was unearthed by Charles E. Manier, of 948 Penn Place, on 

September 13, 1924. 

T he discovcry carne about b)' pure chance. Manier and his fa rher were d riving along the 

i1verbell road, and as ehey passed the limekiln, the eIder Manier expressed the desire (0 inspect 

it. While (hey were investigating me landmark, they nociced an odd object protruding abour 

rwo inch es out of the side of the h ilI. T hey clug the thing OUL 

Left by Roman Jews 

The flist step had been raken in a series ofexcavations that may necessitate [he rewri ting of 

rne early hiswl)' of the western hemisphere. 

Si nce dur tinle, Bent and Manier have exhu med near ly 30 arti facts-crosses, rwo-ed.ged 

swords, hand spears and a fan- shaped baton. O ne explanation of the origin of rhe relies is [hat 

wey were len by a band of Roman Jews who came to America, wh ich [h ey caUed "Calalus," in 

the latter part of the eighth cemur)'. Those who bel ieve that these mysterious serclers were Jews 

point to the Hebrew influence that can be found among the Aztec and T oltee cultu res. 

ne of rhe H ebraic scholars who have been consulred with regard to the inscriptions, 

however. bel ieves rhat the wrirings point to a larer date. 

Anodler suggestion thar has been made is that Spanish explorers and missionaries brought 

the relies with thern, havi ng obtai ned the objects from the C rusaders, who brought them to 

Spain from the Holy Land . 

In the wo rk of excavation, a number ofTucson scientists and od1er citiz.ens have assisted. 

D r. Sar le has taken a particularl)' active pan. Manier and Bent have expressed their 

appreciation to Mayor John E. White and other city officiaJs fo r their inreres rs and 

cooperation. Thanks were also given by the rwo discoverers to the T ueson eham ber of 

cornmerce, particularly Secrerary A. H. Condron and IGrke T. Moore, [ 0 W. A Knapp ohhe 

Sunser dairy and to Mrs. Lola Richardson for assisrance of various kinds. 

An Arizona Achievement 

C10sdy associated with Bent and M anier in the work of excavation has been John S. Bem, 

brother ofThomas Sem. 

Local scientists are to ea rl")' on the work of establ ishing the exac[ place of the newly found 
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reHes in American hi to ry. 0 on ide sava n wi ll be calfed in, save at ehe reguesr of rhe 

'fllcson ar haeologiscs anti geologisrs who are ar wo r! on rhe problem. 

"The whole thing will be an Arizona achi ernell t," Ben t and M anier said. 

I mong For 14 momhs the w rk 01 excavari n has b en ca rried on qujerly to r Bem, Ma nier, Or. 

I rthed Sarle amI the Odpf men eng,wed in rhe emerprise d id not wish [Q make a premaru re 

!!versity :ll1 nO ll llcernem. T he,. im'ir d th best scieotift [al n t avaU bl weh ck their \vork and turn 

he stare [he S archligl1r of eri[i I d lola rs hip upon thei r di c v rie . 

Verdict of Science 

s from And here is the verdicr of the scien tists who were consuJred. "1 am convi nced that the 
I. 
lIeh ehe art i Ics found werc from u ndisturbed deposits and bedded so deeply anel compacrly in Gll iche 
Ille. [hat they musr have lain rhere fo r a long perioel of time," said Oean C umrnings . 

Iace, on "fl seems [0 me im pos ible that these <'I rticles cou ld h ve beeil put in w [he ground in recent 

yem nor do I see any 'igns of Spanish in Huence. Theif posieion in rhc caliche indicates a great 

ong the age," sn red D r. Dougla S. 

!inspec[ "~I was s tistl ed from my own observations rnar ehe overlying layers of gra d , caliche and 

~ abour soil had llot been di sru rbed by h uma n ageneies in recent o r historie rirnes, and that they had 

,VtW appea rance of ha vi ng been laid down by lIaru ral processes," srated O r. Vorhies. 

"So fJ.[ as 1 was able to judge, thefe was no viclence of any reccnt dis turbance of the 

'iri llg of materials revea led by ehe exca va lions. lt seemed c1ear rhat the materials xposed weft: as (hey 

h.ad b cn la id down br na t iral fo rces, " said O r. rank H. Fowler pro fessor of c1a sic d 

11- dged literaturt: , Univer ity of Axiz na. 

is thar Migration from Rome 
" .us , In Tho e who hav been ar work at the exeavat ioI1 have kept a carefull g f their activiries. 

\Vhenever an bject has bt:c:n u nearthed , eh precise circuITIstancc:s of its di scovery ha e b .e Il 

;"t down, and a list of thase presenr given. By thi mcan , corn piere ve ri Ica[ion i possible in 

ipti' ns, 	 c'l'try ins ranee. 

Litera! wl l1slations of the G rill inscriptions havt:: b (,/1 made by Or. F owler xpr s~ly fo r 

bröught tht: Arizo l!ll Dili~y '(ar, and nglish renderings of a mt: of the Hebrew w ri tings have be 'n 

lhem co prepared by ea ·tern sdlOla rs, ehe requ st nf n C um I11i ng . 

An ineer ring in terpretation of rhe Latin inscription~ has been made by Mrs. Lam a 

ssisred. Coleman ~ tra nder, teacher of hiut ry in ehe publie s "hoo ls o · Tucson. Accord.ing CO Mrs. 

cl rhelr Ostrander, rh [..lein Nfitin g dis of amigration from Rome in 775 .0., me and of 

rs and 	 e:migrams being uncler rhe rule of onc Theodmus, T hey were carded er the s a co ' Calalus," 

lber of 	 111 Ll llknowil land , where chey fo lnd and conquered f13r i e people whom they calle 

'T oltezus. " T hc)' engaged in ase ri es of wa rS and were apparemly exrerminated, according tO 

011 t: readi ng of ehe iascri ptions. 

"he Hehrew writi ngs a re so fragmentary th;1t ir i impossible to weave a narrative from 

rhcm. 

'The riddle is not yee so lved. The discoverers of the remarkab le relies a re merely making 

their prclimin ~lI'Y announcemenr, , fier 14 mondIs ofhbor. 
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T he relies have been fOllod . They have been pronou llced genuine- by some of America's 

best archaeologistS. But ""ho lefr thern [here and what is dle story thev tell? 

7. Soil Untouched Prior to Find, Avers Vorhies 

Whlltfollmus is tlnother part ofthe loeal nelUspaper's coverage at the time 0/ the T ucsorl A rtifocts ' 

"outing " in the natiOtlll1 press. Charles 7~ Vo rhies, (l/l entom ologist tlt the Universit)" weighed in on 

the cOlltrovers)'. Arizona Oaily Star, Deeember 13, 1925, p. 1. 

H uman Agencies in Recent T imes Never D isturbed G ravel, He Says 

T he Iayers of gravc.l, caliche and saH ovcrlying at least tvvo of [he Silver Bell road re lies "have 

not been disru rbed by human agencies in recent or historie ti m 

So ded ares Dr. C harIes T. Vorhies, 

enromologise at the U niversit)1 of Arizona, 

who rook several photographs of (he objects 

that were being uncovered. 

"On April 5, 1925 , I was invi ted by Or. 

C. J. Sarle, geologist, to vis ir certai n 

excavations being made on (he Silver Bell 

road some four or five miles beyolld . e.g., 

northwest of Sr. Mary's hospital ," D r. 
Th~ fomous "dinosaur sword'" (Artifact 12) andVorhies said. "These excavations, I was 
a military standizrd with mnpks in Jerusakm,

informed, were being made by Messrs. Sent 
Frankish ax~s, th~ n4m~s Cala/us, Britain, 

and Manier, whom I had not previously Romans and Gaul, a/ong with th~ dizt~ 560 
met. lt was desired mat I take photograph (Artifoct 13) w~re both discovered on th~ same 
of the objects being uncoverecL O n arriving da), April-i 1925. The sword was kft in situ 
ae me si te 1 was shown the exc:wacion and for thisphotograph. ArizOn4 HistoricaJ Society, 

ehe two objects, and given free opportuniry 	 The Bent Fllmi/y Colkction, MS 1122f 47 
(K) .

to exami ne dle objects as rhen revealed . 

Buried in Caliche 

"The objeccs then showing in the wall of the excavation were two. One appeared to be the 

hil t of some sort of sword, of which only dlC hilt and perhaps two inches of tbe blade were 

isible. T hc remainder was finnly imbedded in a stratum of caliche. T he other object I can 

suggesr no name fOf, and can onl)' descri be ir as a very large paddle- or fan-shaped meta l objecr, 

having so me engraving on its surface. Ir was com plerely exposed above, but was lying on a 

helf or bed ofca Liche of me same stratum as that from whieb the sword h ilt protruded . When 

lifred after photograph ing, the bed on wh ich ie lay had every appearance of being ehe lower 

portion of the original matrix. 

"Both objec.ts appeared ar fi rs t sighr co be made of cop per, bu t on handLi ng and elose 
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inspeerion ir coulcl be seen that th is appearance was due to a su rfuce lay r or discoloration 

only, rhe imerior a revealed by a fe scratches, and r wei hr, seem ing ro be of lead or a lead 

I11lxrure. I rem< in d on th scene while the swo rd wa comp letely xcavaeed and had borh 

objectli in h nd fo r ex. min ti n. 

Photographs Made 

"1 \Va sarisned from my own bservations th:J.t the overlying lay r of gray 1, ca lich and 

eil, had not been d istu rbed hy human ag nci s in r c nr r hi to rie ti mes and that they had 

t:Vcry ppt:aranc of hav ing b en Iaid do n by natura l pr cesses. T hc cal iche tayer in which 

these obi ts were imbedded ov r1a in by two other 'irnil r layer . T h re was no appearan 

o (h obje ts havi no been placed ben< cl) the ground yen at a remoee date, by burial. 

"I did not personally mea. ure the dep th from th original soil su rface to the objects 

rhern eI es, nor sec such measurements mad , blIt would u rnate it from bservations nd ehe 

phot graphs w ou t lve or ix feer. O ne foo t or more f thü cl pm was surtace oi l, somewhat 

dark r in color, and [he remainder was sand, gravel and caliche. T he ca liche laycrs were not so 

Im d and weil di fte renriated a aliche st rata often are, and wh ile rather readily visihle ro eye, 

cl nor show up in he phot graph!>. 

'The following perSOllS previously weil known (Q me were presenr wh ile the exposu res fo r 

ph ' tographs and the exam inarion of rb objeccs phomgraphed wc:re com pler d. Dr. C. J. Sarle, 

geo!ogist. r. F rank H. Fov ler, professor of classical langua es, niversity of Ari2.0na. Mr . 

Fr:t Ilk H. owle.r. " 

8. Dr. Fowler at Kiln As ReHes Are Unearthed 

f iere //Je ei/co ullter more ofthe dut' diligence conducted by the {fJcrd paper. tI,i.' time iUIIO !z;illg the 

profmor 0/cLas.liCI haZflrdirtg an opinion on d ino.>tlurs. The identifiCiltioll ofa "dip lodocus" on (he 

)/ o/'dr tUrf/ed out to be arlother o/Fowlcr~' ill-illformed conspiracy theories. iike the "foct" that the 

bild Latin Oll the artijlcts w{j' pitijid4y cribbed fi'o m fl handfiil oI booh ill the University Librmy. 

Here is the (l(ademic blunder a.l it happened. N o dinosaur whether real or cop iedfro m a book has 

Il Jorked longue. By tl,is point. (1 ci"'ztlar reasolling l1ad gripp ed the experts. Arizona D aily Star, 

Dcumber 13. 1925. 

No Evidence ofDisturbance of Materials, Declares Latin Professor 

One of the sword d uO' up Ln the lin e k iln excavatio ns b ars the rep resenra ti n of a "long­

necked, Iong-tailed four-Iegged anima! resembling in a striking way r torarions of the 

di lodocus," according to r. Frank Fow[er, pro fessor of classicall iterarure at the University 

ef rizona. 

r. Fowl r was p resenr when the sword as d ug out. 

"On Sunday, pril 5'b 1 25, 1 wellt to [he o ld li me kiln some six m il s n rmwest of 

TLI on on the Silverbell road wh er several ani-les appar nrly made f lead !Jav been dug 

up," Dr. Fowler said. 
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!t'rl, "Excavarion had been carried on in such a way as ra leave a vcrrica l face approximately at 

right angles to the road. This face was abollt si x teet high. An upper layer consisred of aboilt 

eigh reen inches of brown soil. Tbe rest of the face showed a conglomerate of srones, sand, 

caliche and soil. There were tbree faidy weH marked Idyers of caJiche. 

"So [ar as I was able to judge there was no evidence of dny recent dism rba nce of the 

materi als rcvedJed by th e excavations. rt seemed dear that the materials exposed were as they c 

had been laid down by natural rOrces." 

"Some eight inches from the bortom of the face resting 011 a lt dge where ie was reporred 

tha t it had been uncovered was an object somewhat resembl ing a fan wi th a long handle. T his 

,vas over [WO feet lang. Ir lay parallel ro the face. A few inches fro m the end of r.h is proj ecred lajn i 

the hilt of what lattr proved to be a SbOH sword. T be mater ial sur rounding th is object had, in 

my judgmenr, not been dis turbed. \Xlhen dug out, a ver)' dis t incr mold was left in "vhieh the 

sword had resIed. T he d istinct ive mark on the sw ord was representation ofa long necked . long 

tai led. four-I egged animal, resembling in a striki ng way resto radons of tbe diplodocus." 

9. Caliche Shows Age of ReHcs, Says Douglass 

Also polled was the famous trett-rings expert. A ndrew Ellicott Dougld.I'S (I867-1962). At that time, 


he hadjust becomc Assisltl1l t Professor ofP/~ysics Llitd Geography at Ihe University ofAriz071f1. He lht:) 


witnessed operation., af the jilld 5itefint-ha71d. Arizona D aily Star, December 13, 1925. 


Director of Steward Observatory Present When Artifacts Removed 

The position of rhe Silverbel l road relics in thc flfm ca.liehe "indicares a great age," says Dr. 

A. E. D ougLass, d irector of the Steward Observa tory of the Universi ty of Arizona, who ba, 111 

photographed six lead objeets unearthed at the excavations. t/lo 

"I have been very much interes red in the recent discoverics near here by M essrs. Bell t and 

Manier, of cerrai n lead aHoy crosses and weapOI1 S, alld have kept in elose touch with their 

excavatiol1s si nce th e first discovery in September, J 924," D r. D ouglass said. I have seen six of 

these lead rdies ex tracted & 0 111 the fi rm caliche at depths oE from 30 to 60 inches ami have 

photographed each oE these in place as they were bei ng uncovered. 

"None could have been dug out witb rJJe fmgets or by a stick, as in ordinalY earth." 

10. 'Genuine,' Says Dean Cummings of Old Relics 

A biograph)' 0/the Der", ofSol-tthwest A rizontl was published by Todd Bostzuick in 2006, lind his 

carljl papers are in the coLLection ofthe Arizo!l fJ H istorietzL Society, where the Tu csan Artifact.1ilrt 

housed Cttmmil1gs' masterwork is perhflps his privtlteLy pubfished. (md negleclcd, boa!? The Fi rst 

Inhabitants ofArizona and dle Southwest. The bulk ofhispttper., bumt in tl /ire at his horne after 

hir retirement. His opiniorl about the Latin inscriptions and archeoiogictlL context of the artijxcls 
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ur 	 lilas lllwll)'S 11 nswerving!y positille. f\ rizona Daily Sta r, December J3, 1925. p. 4. 

Who LeEr T hem and When, University Professor Is Not Ready to Say 

""' "hey're genui ne!" 

, ) declared 0 an Byron C ummi ngs. director of the Arizona rate m useum and head of the 

d parrment of archaeology of the U niv rsi ofArizona, when q uesr io l1! cl r ga rding me r lies 

!Ollild b B nt and M anie r o n the Silverbell r ad. 

ean Cum mings expressed hi rn el f as being nvinced th reh obj c fO ll nd rnuSt have 

bill in the calich "fo r a long p riod of time. 

"1 ha e examined the depo irs Oll the ilverb II roa l w t o f Tucson ," Dean Cumm ings 

said recendy in a scatement to the Arizotlll D[/i!y Star. "1 hav se n ,1 sword blade removed fr m 

ng rhe gravel <lnd ca lich e in whi h it was b dded tlve Fe t th ree inches below lh ur face. 

"I ha e translated s veral o F [ht: Larin in, riptions found on rhe rosses an other swords 

lha t had pre i usly been . cavatoo nearb r. 

"1 am eon in ed that th artjcl ~ fou nd were raken rTom u ndi turbed deposits and bedded 

10 Gtepl)' and m pacrly in cal i he that ehey mus t have I ' n there for a long eriod of rime. 

"[ 3m convinced tba t rh y are genuin e; bur by whom they were m ade and how and w hen 

He th y reach d S uth em rizo na at questio ns upon which I cannot en ture an opin io n umil I 
have had more time co srudy the facts amI circumstances of the a rticles in quesrion. " 

11. Log of Excavations Kept by Discoverers of ReHes 
r. 

has 	 Ir has btm d limed timt Bent kept better exeavatioll reeords than al1)' aeademic praetil ioner, evCfl 

rl.ollgh !Je WtlS not trnined in archeoLogical p rocedures and had little fo rmal educiltion. All 0/hi.i 

d Pi/jJl'rS lUffe bequeathed to fhe Ariz<Jna Historiw [ Society alO1fg wieb the a;-tifact themsellles by /; i:; 

heir CO II Th(J !llfIS W Benr, J r. The / amiiy 5tood against trnything going to the Arizotltl State Musewtl or 
, of l '/Ii l'miry ~(Arimna becfluse 0/ those institutions . indijJere1lcc alld hostility, ptJrtiwlarly in rhe 

ave pmoll v/Emd }. Haury (di!'d 1992). Arizona D ai ly Star, December 13, 1925. 

ReaJi zing (he scienrjfi • value of m inute data and o[ a l1lple testimony, ho m XI . Bem and 

Ch3r1es E. Man ier, d iscoverer of he ilverbell Road relies, k pt a cl l ailed log f tbeir activiti s 

<b ri ng their 14 momh s [ excava rion. 

In (his log not o n1, [he ario IS obje [ a re de cri bed b u t th ir po irions and ehe witne ses 

presenr when t heir relies were exhumed, ar carefully s t d own . 
( his 

1n chis way. fUt ure scienrists wiU be abl to gage th value o f exca va tions even ithour 
. are 

\ isiti ng the scene f ( h l! clisG(w ries. 
~ i rsr 

t \'era l of th leadi ng, rehe I gis . not o l1 ly of the stare, b ur o f thc: na cion . were p r sem 
ifter 

when a nurnber or h 	 reli were unearthed . hese savants have e, p ressed (heir con fl dence in 
(flets 

Ihr genuineness of rhe obj crs found . T heir Sta tem ents a re found e1se....vhere on thi s page. 
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First Discovery 

rom the :lccou nt given by Bent and M anier wc lea rn that fh e Mrst cross was discovered b" 

Manier on Septem ber l3, 1924. while he was out rid ing with a party in h is car. While passing 

the lime ki ln . which is about six ODe half mi les fro m m c heart ofT ucson, on tbe Bem properry, 

or the Hfth ki ln on the Silverbell Road, going west, the party stopped, a t the suggestion of 

M anier's fath er, to investigate the ki ln . While doing so, ehe)' d iscovcred an odd looking object 

prorruding about rwo inches out of th e side of the h ili in which the lime ki ln was built. On 

striking it with a small pick, whi ch he usually carr ied in his Q U, M a nier notd that it had a 

metallic soun d. His interes t was aroused, and he proceedcd to excavate [he objcct, and on 

uncoveri ng it, fou nd it to be a cross of metal abOllt 17 Y2 inches long by 13 inches wide. He 

took m e cross with h irn and o n washing it thofOughJy, fo und ir be made of lead, silver and 

copper. 

Crack: Noticed 

A neighbor, D. M. B ruce, of 938 Pen n Phce, who was p resen t at the rirne, noticed ehar rbe 

cross had a crack in ir. O n furcher investiga tion, it was discovered tha t th e cross was made in 

rwo parts, and had been seated toged1er wirb a prepararion which had the appcarance ofbeing 

a substance sim ilar to beeswax; bowever, it was not, in fact, beeswax. Th~ rwo halves of the 

cross were fastened together with lead rivets, and rogether, weighed about 90 pound~. 

he cross wa.~ rough ly made, having ehe appearance o f beil1g molded in th e rough ground, 

and o n the in ner surfaces of the rwo pans, there was an inscri ption. 

Manie r at fIrst rhougbt ehe inscriprion Spanish , and c.alled M rs. A. F. Kinnisol1, tüe wi fe 

of Professor Kinnison, o f the U niversity of A rizona, who Ii ved e10se by, ro look at rhe 

inscription, a.nd, if possible, to rransla[c what he though t was Spanish. Mrs. Kinnison, on 

seeing the insCJi ption, lmew [hat i[ was in L'1 tin , and Manier im media tely rook the cross tO 

Professor F. H. Fowler, of the Universi ty of Arizona, ar th e suggestion of M rs. Kinn i.>on, ro 

have ehe inscription translated. 

T he cross was buried in a pard)' excavared h ili aud was about 65 inches below the original 

surface, in a caliche forma tion. Starting at the surt~l ce, ehe co mposi tion of rhe strata of ear th 

was as folIows: 

In Virgin SaH 

n top, about 30 inches of piled-up loose rock and di rt, an d below this, about 29 inches 

of rhe original virgin Lllldisru rbed soil. T he next sua tum consisted of about 36 inches of loose 

cal iche, and below this, was a stratWD of solid caliche. T he cross was found in che loose caliche, 

weil down toward the solid part. 

T he fo llowing day, a party from the U nivcrsity of Arirona conducted some eXClvauon at 

ehe same place, fi nd ing a pi ece of flat caliche or piaster abou t 12 inches across, on which was 

contained some inscripuon togerher wirh two heads. 

T his piece was loca ted abour two inches below [he cross, or abo ut 67 inches below ehe 

surtace and d irccdy under the cross. Ir was in the same caUche stratum that the cross was found 

tn . 
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NLWSP.\l'EH I r·:PORTS 

This exca.varing party was in cha rge of Professor Kar! Ruppert. of rhe U niversiry ofArizona. 

C. E. Manier and J.E. Manier w re both presenr at tllt! time rhe article was exh umed. 

T he econd ross was foun d by Bem on N ovember 28, 1924, < bou 28 inch furt her into 

eh side of the hi li frOIn the fi rst one, and west of it. This Cl' ss w s brollgh t to light under the 

following cir umsran es. 

Further Excavations 

Manier. aft r discovering the first cross, talked the marter over wich Bent, who feh thar 

h re musr be Illethi n else of interest buried at ehe place wh re die first cro s was found, 

and convinced Man i r thar it wOlJd be wdl worth \ hil t e:cav te furch r. T hi .va done. 

wirh the resulr tha r .1 se ond er 55 was found in eh same rranrm formation of 10 e caliche. 

aml at the same d pth as th Fi rs t. hi· cr s was clug our by Bent and it was rnuch sma llcr 

rban rhe fIrst, weighing only 12 pou nds, but in all other respeer. W:L the same as th firs t in 

shape, anel rhe inscrip rion waS wrirren in La tin. T h metal c II1position was cliffern t from the 

tlIsr, in rhat this cross conrained only lead and silver. 

The mols used in ehe exca.vating at th is ti me were a pick and long-handled snovd, d le pick 

being necessary because the caliche was o f eh well-c mented variety aod could not be loos ned 

wirh the shov l. 

In addition to [he rwo men, M rs. T. W. Benr a.nd l'ArS. C. E . Manier were presem when 

[his article was exhumed. 

Third Cross Found 

The thi rd cross, whicn consi red of only ooe ide, and appeared ro ha e not been 

(omplere 1, was fo und by Ma nier, while he alld Bem w re ex avari ng on November 30, 1924, 

al1d was ab ur 24 inches n r theasr o[ the first one, in the hill , bei ng at the same level as rhe 

flrsr ancl second crosses. or 58 inches below the surface, anel in (he same stram m f · liehe. 

Th i ros was une mplered and c.:ontained very li rde inscriprion, weighed 5 Vz pounds, and 

lVa ! I % inches in lengrh, .vich rhe arm 8 \;2 inche across. 

Thc cal iche ar und (hi ro s was weil cement'd and was rem oved wirh a smalier m in r's 

pic! o 

h fourch ero. was und on Decem b 'r 5 . 1924 ab ur 92 inch ~ es t of ehe Rr t. This 

eros was foun by one of s v I Mex ican labo rers who had be !l h ired by Manier and Ben r 

tu do ehe excavaring. lt vvas ~8 inches bei th origina l u r ac and in w lI-cemenred caliche, 

which was rem ed through ehe LIse of a pick. 

The ross \\ . S of dle same meta! as the (her fo und to date, and of th sam general shape. 

TIl!! inscriprion was Rom and in Larin; how ver, it contai ned a more m plete story than 

an\' 01 the rher . This ro s wei hed 9 '12 P ll nds, being 11 ~~ in h long and 8 YI inches 

widt'. 

Therl! w re presem at (he time 0 ehe discovery C. E. M anier, T. \Y/. Bem and three 

\1exican Iaborers . 

On JIlil UJf)/ 24. 1925, the re were lJ nearthed a fLfth and sixth ross at rhe lime kil n. T he 

6: er of me ("\'10 crosses, wh ich welgbecl abour °po unds, was un rthed at sh rtly alter 10 
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a.m., aud the smaller cross weighing about 25 pounds, was unearthed abou t nool1 . Both of the 

crosses were ullearrhed by Mexican laborers who were doing ehe excavatin g. 

C rosses Oveclooked pounds. 

Both crosses were found at the same level upon which the tlrst four were found, :Uld about A spe-.u. 

66 inches below the originallevd of the eartb . 1925. by 

T he larger of the [Wo crosses was in a posit ion 152 inches north of the l10rth rim of the 

limekiln and 98 inches norrhwest of cross number one. 

Tbe smal ler cross was 167 inches nonh of the non b rirn of the li rneki/n and 100 inches 

norrh and süghdy west of cross numher one. • cl 
Tbc crosses were overlooked in the primalY excavating, because on reaching a level of abour 

58 inches a cemenred caliche stratu m was encountered, and it was thought that nOLh ing would 

be fo und below this. H owever, on January 24, 1925 , Professor Ruppert, of the University of 

Arizona, sllggested that the excavation be carried belmv the level of 58 inches, to detenn ine 

positively whether or not an)' articles had becn bUIied at a greate.r deprh. I t was wh ile 

excavating at ehe deeper level , o r 8 inches lower than the prima!)' excavatioll . tha t ehe two 
Picturc! crosses were found. T he cemented caliche below the prima!)' level was very hard and difficult 

to excavate, and it was necessary that it be loosened with p icks. progTes~ . 

'~here ,T he larger cross was found u nder tbis wcll-cemeoted sr.ratu m, in whae appeared ro be a 
Bem. Ch::!;pocket of caliche and loose sand that was no t so weil cemented. 
Ari7011.a.The smaller cross was excavated fro m the soUd-cememed caliche. 

PaniallBoth of the cross es were picked up b)' ehe Mexican laborers Ln eheir exci rcmenr, so the soil 

or cali che Lmmed iarely surrollnd ing melll was rusturbed before phorograp hs could be taken. Tlus speal 

H owever. the ground above both articles was ofa well-cemen ted caliche formatio n, he sf 

were takel Made in Pairs 


The crosses were made in pairs and mstened fu ces together wirh lead civets, and between, 
 of the mo 

Thi~ swas fo unJ a wax preparation for p reserving the inscripcions on the inner faces. There was Ii tde 
Daly, e h wri ting on these crosses, but wey conrained several pictures of heads, crowns, baa le axes and 

Swor<hieroglyphics . 
Nex{T he members of the excavatillg part)' were Professor R uppert, Ma nier, Bent and fou r 

m;ltcnalMexican !aborers. All of these were present when both crosses were uneanhed, and E Li Abegg, 
O lle of [ha Mormoll eider from Fort Lowel l, was also presenr at thc time of the excavation of the sma Ller 

ross . ehe fourt 

f ehe fi rT he metal appeared to be the same as contained in all of the orber crosses fOUlld_, and was 
Armtor the most pare lead. 

John S . On Friday, February 13, 1925, a Roman sword 'was ll nean hed by C. E. Manier, T his sword 
W. Braewas made of ehe same material as eh e crosses, except ehar it had been rem pered, tbe edge being 

Theperfectly straight and tme. T his sword was aboLlt six inches below m e depth at which ehe other 

arcicles were fO lllld, or 64 inches below the surface. aud 48 inches llorthwesr of number one. wok pie 

T he T here were present Mr. and M rs. M anier when this article was ll nearthed. Tbe sword was 


fo und in well-cemented cal iche, on the edge of an excavation wh ich was continued four feet 
 by ehe ~ 
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The sword was 17 5/8 in ches long, the blade bei og L3 '4 in hes long and i weighed 1·3,4 

pounds. 

A spear, o r javdin, 18 iuches long, aod eighing 1~i2 pounds, was ll nearthed o n March 4, 

192- , by Bcm , at the same I vel ar " hicb the other rode had beeo found. T hi ja di n was 

ahnost d irecrly ast of the fi rst c ross aod ehe li mekiln. 

Spear Unearthed 

When firs t d iscovere.d , ir appear cl to be a p iece of pi pe pro trllding fr m rhe loose br ken­

down earth. At ehis tinle only about [Wo in hes protrud ci; h wever, rh 100 e brol en- down 

dirt was cl cHed away, cxpo ing about e iaht inch es of [he ha ndl , whieh seemed 100 e. T he 

handle \ as loose b e mse [her was a C l ck a fhe beginnina f the blade. The blade was lidly 

irnbedded io alk h that was well--.:em m ed. 

Dr. A. E. Douglass w ith the aid ofBent, r tUo ed the . Liehe 1:i'Offi above ehe an i le wi th a 

h av)' bladed pod-er kni fe. T h ca liche was y ry hard a nd ir req u ired nsidera bIe chopping 

befare the enti re uPf e r side was compl relyexposed. 

PicrUIes were taken pri r [0 exca a tion , aod as the rk o f complerely excava ting was in 

progr ~s. he p icrure.s were raken by John S. B nt, Tilos. W. Bent and Dr. Dougbss. 

There were prc ent at the ' m of the x ava ri ng, r. C. J. Sari , O r. Dougbss, John S. 

B nr, ~has. ~ . Manier, T hos. W. B nt and Prof. T h omas S. Loveri ng, of the U ni e r iry of 

Ari7.0na. 

Partially un armed by J hn S . Bent, a t a level o f 59 inches, in solid, weIl-c m red caliche. 

Tnis sp was made f the same material as all the other reli -.:s . and bad a lid handle. 

111e spear w fully llocovered b ut not m ved fro m it riginal mold llntil afr r picm res 

were raken by Dr. D Ollglass, John S. Bem, Thomas \Y/. Bem and r. Sa rle. Pi tu w re ta ken 

of ehe mold also. 

This spear, prior to irs being re moved emirdy, was e 0 by Dr. DougJass, I)r f'. SarJe, J. W. 

1 al '. Chades E. M anier, John S. Bem , Thos. . Bem and two M . ican labor rs . 

Sword Discovered 

Nt'xt was fou nd a 'word 18 ioches IOllg and w i~h i ng 2 3A pou nds , mad of lhe ~ame 

material as the ther a rti I found. T his rd ie was fi rst disc ver d and partia lly U D rt hed by 

one of thl:: Mexicm labor rs mpl yed in [h xcavating. It was 0 inch s below the u rh! in 

rh fou rth byer of cal iche. ftwas found a t 10:2 a. rn., M~Lrch 28, I 25. a.nd was 32 feet north 

"fthe firS[ cross p inti llg north and ou th. 

Ar ehe ti me [he sword w s fir [ pa rtially unearthed . th ce were present C has. E. Manier and 

John . B nr. However, horcly' fI r rh discovery D r. Douglass d rove up in company wiili R. 

W. Brady aod M r. allel M r ·. McMath. 

The Nord was seen in p lace by r. Sarle nd T h mas 'If. Bell( ae 4: 30, when borh of th m 

r kpicn lr s f it. 

he c.:alich a[ cll depth o f ehe find was very solidl cem enred a nd J [ rhe time o f d is ov ry 

by th Mexican. he was w;ing a pick [Q 10 co it. 
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Pieru res were taken of the mold fTom which [he sword was raken. 

Fan-Snaped ReHe 

A swürd and a fan-shaped rel ic-Iead aBoy sword and mOl1strance, or baron-were 

discovered at 10 a. m. Sunday, AprilS, 1925. by C has. E. Manier and John S. Bem, whilc 

excavating. They were using w e undercutting method rhat has been fo llowed in practically all 

of the excavati ng done, and they had broken down the wall to 3 depth of foul' inches when 

Bent ciiscovered the fan-shaped rel ie. T his had been rorn out of the wall, perhaps by the pick 

used, and was 110( d iscovered at tlrst, due ro the 1005e dirt covering it. 

After the du r "vas deared away, wha t appeared to be a sword hilt was also d iscovercd. Ir 

was soUdI)' embedded in the well-cemented caliche and entirely surrounded by th is formation. 

A distance of Icss than six inches separared these two anid es from each other, and both were 

ae a dep th of 62 inches from the original surface. 

TIle soi l immediatd y surrounding the anicles was cleared away so tha t pieru res colud be 

taken. However, they were nOt moved unril 1:30 p. m. T he articles wen: elltirely excavared bv 

Dr. Sarle and T hos. W. Bellt. In excavating the sword, it was nece.ssary that Dr. Sarle llse 

considerable force, in order to loosen the caliche from around it. T he rools used were a small 

miner's pick and a heav)' screwdriver. 

T he sword was the same rype as the ather swords fo und-that is , the Roman type. 

However. it was sligh d)' he-avier, weighing 2 ~ pounds. T he length of the sword was 17 V2 

inches, the blade bdng 13 % inches long. 

Dragons On HUt 

On ODe side of the hilt was the crown and rap (what appear ro be) centipedes or smalJ 

dragons. O n meopposite sjde are the map and tWO more "cencipedes" aod dragons. 

On the blade of mis sword [here is a perfecrly dJawn preh istoric monster-somethi ng 

which has not appeared on an)' of the oth er articles. T hc material &om wb ich the sword was 

made is ehe same as contained in a11 the other rd ia, of meta!. 

T he fan-shaped arricle, whjch has been called a mons trance. and al so a baron, was almost 

wholl)' excavated, and ir was only necessa ry to cJear away some loose di rt ro fu Hy excavate. Th 

length of it was 23 inches, me handle being 12 Y2 inches long and the object itself, 10 Y2 inches 

long by 9 inches wide. Ir weighed 5 lA poun ds and was made of the same materialas th e sword. 

Tbe reLe comained many inscri bed 6gures and t""o dates-560 A. D. and 705 A. D . 

Th is is, perl'laps, ooe of me most valuable, if not the most valuable, of the emi re collection. 

Dr Sarle arrived a ver)' short time after the discovery. He had come Out to the location for 

the purpose of taking picU!res of [he surrounding COllJ1tJy . 

Ar the time the articles were finalJy raken & 0 111 the ground, there were present T hos. W. 

Bem, John S. Bent, Charles E. M anier, Oe. SaTle, D r. C. T. Vorhies, Dr. Fowler and Mrs. 

Fowler, J. P. Lynott, M iss Leavi n and J. W. D al)'. 

Dr. Neal Judd Present 

The arricles prior to complete excavation, were seen by Dr. A. C. Wright and MJ·s. Wright 

and M r. and M rs. W . A. Knapp. 
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Pi rures wer taken by D r. Sari and Vorhies, T hos. . Bent, J hn S. B nr und yn (L 

l! of [hese pictures are pa rt of the reco rds of the dara coveri ng rh relles fo und . 

11 May 2 ), 192 ') , t 10:02 a. m. , Manier discov red a point prorruding from rhe sou th 

wa ll ofexcavation , abou t 58 inches from the top Jt the sa me gcuerallev I at which the ether 

rdies were fo und. At this place there is 16 inch s of loose topsoil, and then the caliche 

Formation, which illcreases in densi ty at increase depths. Thc spea r point was pro truding 

from n panicuhrly well -for med seeri o n of Uche, w h ich was very dense and wel l cemented. 

fu, Dr. Neal Judd, .Ard laeo logi t o f m e Sm ithso nia n Instinlce, was expecred in 1I on o n 

May 27, it W J.S decided (0 no t exh um e [his art icl un til he (ould b p resent. he 3. rcide in 

place, as origin lly di scovered , wa seen by Dr. Sarle, Dr. Douglas , j. S. Bellt, C. E. Manier, 

homas W. Bem, Mrs. Osn-a nder an rwo Mexican I bo r r . Pictur s uf ir were raken by Dr. 

Douglass a.nd homas W. B m. 

On May27, abollt 10:30 a. m ., 0 1'. Judd and O r. Douglass a rrived at die excavarion, and 

ar [hat time ill ere were p r ent Dr. Sade, Joh n S. Bent and C. E. Manier. Soon after th is, 0 1 

ar aboll t 10:45, T homas \ '1/. Bem arrived [th xcavad on. 

Picwres Taken 

Panoramic pictur were ca en by Or. Sarle prior to exhuming m e objec t. D r. Douglass 

and J. S. Bent also took s v rn l p ictures ben re the art icIe was Fully remov cl and during th 

process of exhumati n. 

Dr. Judd carrie on the e.:d m m ation, aod o n its compl do n a spearhead was W.lCover cl , 

which had been broken off at th hil I. Ir was 7 JA inches long and 2 in hes , iek. 

lr v eighed 10 ounces. small m iner's pick was used by r. J udd in exhu ming it, since the 

(ali he was well-cemented and necessita ted the aid of a srrong tOol. 

Ie arricl had all th appearance ofhavi ng been llsed in comba t, in e ie contai n d marks 

that bad the appea rance of having been made rhough bei ng struck wi rh a nom er weapo n , as in 

Fi ncing. 

Ir was the opinio n of most of th se presem that rh is art i le had b n used in acm al wa rfare. 

On May 26, 19 2 -, while Dr. Dougl 5S , Dr. ~ar1e , J h n . B 'm and Th mas W. Bem we re 

amining the wall face in wh ich [he speu head \ as tOllnd ne of th Mexican laborers 

di overed somerhing prorrudi no- fro m the easr fact: of eh excavatiQ n , r the wall pa rallel wirh 

dIC ilverbell Road, and call cl Manier's an enrio n [ it , ince fa nier was dosest to h irn at that 

time. Mani r, in nun, called a ll f rho e p r en r, a nd o n dose examinatio n, it was derermineJ 

dur ehe objecr protrudi ng from the wall was ehe b r ken blade uf a sV/ord. 

Shon Sword Blade 

This arti le was 4 2 illche fro m the original top su rmce. The topsoil was a stra tum o f 17 

inches, and be10w th is, (he ca li h str ri flcar ion com menced anJ conrin ued on down. T he 

article wa in a cal iche layer thar, d ue to leaching, was not ery weil Cemem d; howev r, airly 

wdl- memed cali h m pletely surrou nded the artic!e. 

The artide was n t remo cd on May 2 , 192 , bU[ was exh uffi cl M ay 27, 1925. Y D r. 

Judd, ar [he req ue [of hom as \Y./. Bent alld C. ' . Manier. 
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When the article was completely uncovered it proved to be the forepart of a shon sword 

blade and was 8 V2 inches in lengtb and 2 inches wide, weighing 16 ounces. This part of me 
sword blade has been used in cornbat, as had the spear po in t ex humed just before iL T he 

broken piece of blade was scaled all over, whe.re ie had been struck many rimes with anocher 

blade, as in fencing. The edge was deeply nicked in several places. 

Pictu res were taken by J. S. Benr, Dr. Judd alld D r. Douglas~ du ri ng ehe process of rhe 
uneanhing of this arti cle. T here were presenr at rhe rime of ebe unearthing: D r. Sarle, Dr. 

Judd, Dr. Douglass, T homas W. Bem. C harles E . Manier, John S. Benr and a Mexican laborer. 

O n ] uly ] 0, 1925, a sword handle was fo und by C. E. Manier where it bad been thrown 

UI O ll the pile ofloose düt du ri ng a previous period of excavation. lts location iJ1 the p ile 01' 

dirt was 22 112 feet norrbeast from d1e kiln and 20 feet nurth of tbe cross fi rst discovered. 

Snake Entwined Cross 

A sword (ip or poin t 3 IA inches long by 2 IA inches wide was fOW1d August 27, 1925, ar 

3:30 p.m., by Corella . Itwas at a depth of 6 feet in a weil cemenred caJiche stratum and 25 7 

[0 12 feet from tbe first cross and 25 If2 feet fro m the kiln(northwest). 

Presem at the time of this find were C. E. Manier, John S. Bem and th ree Mcxican 

laborers. 

A cross 17 -M inche.s h igh wi th arm 8 ;14 inches wide and 3/8 inch thick was fo und Augu.s t 

29, 1925, ar 10: 15 a. m. A snake was entwined around this cross. 

Ir was located six feet below the su rface in solidly cemented caliche, having been exhumed 

with a pick. Ir was found 22 If2 feet northwest from tbe ki ln, and 26 feet from the first eros". 

Ir was first unearthed by Anronio Corella, a Mexican laborer. 

There were present at the time of the fi nd three Mexican laborers, C. E. Manier, W. A 

Knapp, Proprieror of the Sunset Dairy; bis son and twO of his workmen. Dr. SarIe and ]. A 

Poindexter arrived abour fi ve minutes after the find . 

Kirke T. Moore, Al Condron , J. S. Bellt, T. W . Bem and Mrs. L. C. Ostrander were all 

presem withi.n a shon time after the fi nd. 

Hebrew script appeared on the cross. 

C ross and Crescent 

O n August 30, 1925, while a party consisd ng of]. S. Benr. T. W. Bent and D r. Sarle wer 

conducting t bc excavating wi th the aid of two Indian laborers. rhere was fo und a spear 22 Yz 

inches long, me blade bei ng 2 1/2 inches wide at the broadesr point and the handle 1 inch 

wide. T he piece was fi rst discovered by T . W . Bem aod was at a point six feet below the top 

of the earth in what had been weil cemenred caliche, bu t had been dislodged by ehe workmen . 

I t was located 16 feer northwest o f the kiln and 20 9 to 12 feet west from the firs t cross. 

A combination cross and crescent was found 0 0 Septem ber 1, 1925 at about 9:40 a. m. Ir 

was 21 IA inches lang and was sealed under 6 feet of earth in a layer of solidly cemented caliche 

and was taken OU t wirb a pick. T be loeation of ch is find was 26 feet northwesr of ehe kiln and 

30 feet west from me first cross. 

A Mexica n laborer firs t dlscoveroo th is place. H is name was L A. ßurquez. 
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• here were preseo . at the tune of the: fi nd and d uring the exc:avarion of this piece: John 

B nr, CI ries E. Man ier, J. . Poindext r D r. Sarle, W. F. R ichardsoll of (he cOll nty highway 

depamnen , :lnd mr . Mexican labarcr . Di r ctly aver d1e pie e (he re wa a large tim tOn 

boulder, wh i h woulcl " eich in the neighborhood of 1 0 poullds alld which had by i weighr 

caused (h .. piece r b . ligbcly eIlt. 

Th reli<: ontain d Heb rew cha ract rs. 

Handle Found 
On Septem ber 2, 1925, r 11:00 a. m .. therewas fo und a handle 7 inch in I n cll , 5/8 

in h \ ide . nd 'A inch thick. Ir was located ar the depth of six feer in lidly cem nted c.uiche 

dnd was re mov cl w ith a sma!! trench pick. Ir \ as 30 feet no rrhwes of the ki ln and 33 h feet 

we, t of h fi rst cross. h is piece was fir t located by L. A. Burqut z, a Mexican I, b r r, but 

was not rem ved immediatelyon d isco lery. Pie ures wert' taken of the p ice in place before 

remo al by r. Sarle a rrd C. E. Man ier. 

The piece was enti rely exhum d bout noon the n x day. Th se pr eilt at that time 

were Thornas W. Bem. Dr. Sarle, J. A. Poindexr r, M rs. Ostranderand John S. Benr. 

Those presenr the day before ar thc: t.ime of the origi nal disc very were rhree Mexican 

Llbu rers and Dr. arie, C. '" Ma nier and J. A. !)o indextcr. 

spearhead wa f. und on Septem ber 2, J( 25, at 1:50 p.m . lt was ab ur 5 3,4 inches in 

length . ft was I C<l ted 29 1/ 2 teer /lorth est of the !G In and 33 9/ 12 feet from the first cross. Ir 

had been thrown ou( by one of th lab rers while dlC excavarion was in progress, b ing tound 

larcr bTanother laborer. T here were pr st:nr at the time of the find C. E. M anier. Joh n . Bem, 

Kir! Moo r ) L. C. Jarn 0' AI C nd ron, . ecretary of the T u on chamber of com merc:e 

Leighton Kramer, Dr. a r! ~ and [h re ' M xic:a n laborers . 

A sword blade 11 in hes long and 2 \Ä inches wide was fou nd prember 18, 1925, ar 9:45 

d. fll. It was dt a d peh of 5 feet 3 inches aod 276 feet from rhe kiln in a no rtherly di.re ri n . It 

\\<1S fi rst discovered in a pla e by one d1 Mexka n laborers rhete bei ng abo ll t IVI inches 

prm ruding (rom [he flce of the cavation. Ir was 11m excavared when fOll nd, bur vitlle. ses 

·.Icre firsr um moned and ph rographs taken of the ar k le whHe stil! in pIace. PhoroOTaph 

\Irre al' raken as th e excavado n progrt:ssed. 

Cave-ln 

Th word bbde was uncovered by Dr. arle and T. W . Bem, a nd it was neces ary to u e 

mil 'r s hammer and a trench pick to 100 e [he sol id cemented aliche in wh ich the artid 

-as ·mbeddecl. T here were present at (he dm of cavarion Dean Byro n Cum ming, of the 

Ull iversiry ofAriz na; Dr. Douglass and Me . D ougla 's, D r. and Mrs. Sarle, rs. trander, 

~tr. Jnd Mt . T. W. Bem. 

Asword as ra ken out in tbr e pieces 0 11 N vember 6. ] 925, on . o f eh breaks being an 

old olle and the otner the res u!r ( f h ing b eil struck wirh a pi k in excavating. his a iele 

. s fi)und by Pb. ide Oehoa, a Mexic:an labor [, of 353 outh Meyer Streer, and was enrirely 

).caVJ d J.r the rime of tU covclJ', as a resuJr of the overhead havi ng caved in. 

The find was made ar 11:12 <l. m ., a nd LS loca ted 6 teet inches bc:low rhe surface in 
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solid cemented caliche. lt was 39 feet north from (he kiln, and 52 feet west from the fence. lts 

length was 17 inches and its point was broken off and m issing. 

A t ip of a spear 1 15/16 inches lang was fo und on Novem ber 6, 1925, at 11:45 a. m., by 

Rlcardo Balancuela , of Sau m Meyer Street, a M exican laborer. The piece was found in some 

caliche that had been loosencd by hi rn and was being removed on bis shovel. 

Ir was approximately 6 feet deep and 30 feet norchwest orche li me kiln , and 50 Y2 feet from 

the fence. Presenr at thc ti me were fi ve !'v1.exk an Jaborers and C. E. Manier. 

A ~;word was mund bya Mexican laborer, a t a depch of 6 feet, in the sol id cernented caliche 

strata on N ovem ber 7 , )925, at about 11 :00 a. m. He was excavaring on the front face and 

removcd rhe piece Oll b is own initiative and as a resul t, no da ta was available except as m 

locariOll. 

T here were present at dle time C. E. Manjer and tour Mex.ican laborers. T he lene: th of the 

sword was J8 inches. 

A srnall spear point was foun d by ]. S. Bent on November 13, 1925, whjle he vvas 

examini ng me face of the excavation. h was 6 feet deep , in a weil cemenred caliche aud 14 Y2 

feet northwesr of the kil n. 

Presem at the time wcre G. H . Ben t a nd]. S. Bent. 

Thc lenl!th of me spear point was 1 5/8 inches. 

12. Leaden ReHes May Mean New Chapter ofHistory 

This associated stmy llppeared at the same time as the previous report and was based on interviews 

with CliftOll j. Sarle and Laura Coleman Ostrander, tntsted col/aborators with M anier a,zd 

BentQn. Stzrle and Ostrander later got on the wrong siele ofUniversity o./ficials and the self-ttppoi11ted 

Legal expert, the Obl1oxious George }.l.B. Hawl.ey. Ariwna Dai ly Srar, December 13, 1925. 

Roman Jews in "Terra Calalus," America, from 775 A. D. to 900 


An Announcement of the Discovery of Leaden Artifaccs Bearing Inscriptions 


in Latin and Hebrew 


Now Being Unearthed Near Tucson, Arizona. 


Leadcl1 artifacts of grea t antiquity luve been uneanhed near Tucson, Ariwna, du ring the past 

year. All of the objecrs bear significant drawings, a number of them inscriptions in Larin and 

(Wo in both Hebrew and Larin. Many dates aJso are given. T he Story reveaJed opens a new 

chapter in the pre-Colwl.lbian history ofAmerica. Ir is arecord of colonization in America by 

Europeans in 775 A. D .. and abrief chronicle of their lite hefe, coveril1g a period of 125 years. 

T o mJny, on firs t consideratiol1, the dail'l1 that the Adamic was crossed and America. 

colonized by Medi tcrranean people, 717 yea rs before the coming o f Columbus, will seem 

preposrerous. But to others , however startli ng th is di scovery rnay seern , it will appear quire in 

line wi (h ehe vol u me of evidence gleaned in recent years in various flelds of invesrigation , which 

when 
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p inrs convin ingly ro O Id and New W orld maririme inr<.!r com m unicario!l back even inw 

rhe cemuries B.C. 

Cross Found Neu Tucson 

A chance fin d by Mr. C harles E. Manier f a pai r of Luge leaden nasses pro trllJ ing from 

a rJ. cl s cr~Hum 'a r rh base of a low-Iying blu ff which Ranks th wesrerly j de o f th {lood­

pbi n ()f the Santa C ruz Riv r for sevcra l miles b low T ucs ll , was tbe beginn ing of this most 

ill1porta nr d iscovery. The Si lverbell H ighway fü llows approximately the bou I1cb ry line 

berween ch is bluff and th fl oodpla io, and one trav ling th is road passes a nu mber of old lime 

kiln long abandon d, wruch wer built into thc face of cl, is bluff O n Septem ber 13, 1924. 

Mr. Manier. a c mpanied by his f::nher, who was visi ting h im fr rn Cali forn ia, was retu rning 

,[long this foad from an auto ride, wh en at the suggesri n ofd,e latter, tbey smpped to exa rnine 

one of these kilns. This kil n, like the other. , was constructed by diggi ng a !arge well-like pit in 

rl,e edg 0 ehe bluff, which was then lined v irh adobe blocks and faccd wi th brie!<. A tfench 

was then ex vated leading inward to tbe base of cl,e kiln where through an orilke the lime, 

when burm, was removed. Rain-wash oE man s sons had exposed the ends of th ese cro ses 

in one side of the cut and led ( wfL M anier's forrunatc cliscovery. 

lnscriptions Discovered 

When d iscovered rhese crosses were fa tened wgether in such a mannet as to appear as one, 

allel it was onl)' while wash ing [he dirt fro m thern after carrying thern co his horne in T ucson, 

dll el a neighbor had ca lied hi attention to an appar nt Une oE division ru nni ng around the 

side of th cross, [hat thcy " ere separared. I t was then f und that ehe' had b en fasrened 

logerher by leaden Jegs. T hc opp ed Sees were smoor.hly fl ni hed and coa ted wi rh a wax-likc 

subst:l.n c, the remova! of wl ich revealed printcd inscriptions in Latin drawiugs and da . TI,e 

dares :ll1d facts, set tonh by translation , aroused M r. M. oier' s k ne [ in teresr , and he 

determine 1ro xcavar in hapes 0 nnding other mareri, Iwhich might add to these asw nishing 

m remeors anel prov or l isprove th anriquity indi ·n d by me dar .s. A few weks I r .r he 

joined torces wirh Mt. T homas W . Bent and the work was begun. Laxer, cl, cse gen tlemen 

in"ited c.]. Sari. lImil recenrl . and far eighr years prefes o r ef ge logy:Je the University of 

rizona. Tucson ro advi e thern as [0 thc best rnethod oF conducting cl,e excavation and to 

nti ke a SOld}' of the Hel re.la rion of rh ir find. incl uding, if pos ible, a stratigraphie correlation 

1'I1cl1 the pf~histo r i aboriginal culture of rne region, to whiclt he has given same srudy. Shortly 

rnereaher, al r. _ arl 's suggesrion, Mrs. Laura Colemall Osuand r a rea her of hi tory in 

[he Tucson public s hoals . was in ited co coUa orate wich h im in (he preparation of both 

pepular and tech nica1 articles 0 1) th 'ir discover ' . Thi~ an icle. dlererore, shotdd be reoarded 

merelvas an announce rn nt. 

Excavation Carried Forward 

FXC:lVJ.tion menceforward W J S condu ted in su h a mnnner as to mai ntain ar aJl rimes as 

nClrly as possible a venical face fro rn top to ba ue rn in the soil and to a deprh a li tde below the 

bei ar which it had been ett rmined ht: objecrs c ur. In (h i way objecrs n ou ntered as 

tXGlVation progressed wO Li ld be free from fa.!!ing earth and mos likely ro be immediately 
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sighred. lessening the chance of injury by the workmen" This method also provided for the 

examina tion of maoy of th e objecrs vvhi le still imbedded in me soil, and the study of the 

un in terrupted full fi ve ur six feet of overlying soil, the taking of ll1easuremenrs, photographing 

and the cal ling ofcOlnpetent and weLl authenticated witnesses as to the conditio ns under whieh 

the objects were fo und. 

l ntermi ttently a5 funds have been avaüable, the excavation has been carried Oll. Today the 

cavarion is roughly triangular in outline. T he base o[ the triangle, 80 feer long, begins at the 

side of the highway and its apex ex tends mesame d istance back inm the gravel bluff, weil past 

the üm ekiln. An old land su rface gradually risil1g rowards the back of [he excavacio n, and Oll 

which these objects were srrewn as they fell from the hands of man Qver Olle th ousand years 

ago, bas been uncovered. The fmds incl ude several other crosses, a paddle-shaped objeer 

(ceremonial) aod a rmmber of heavy two-edged swords and short hand spears. A number of 
the weapons are heavily scared and a few are broken as thou gh done in combat, and d l C general 

disposüion of these fi nru porrrays the confll sion of a pitched banle. How ll111ch additional 
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have don material will be found as exploration uncovers more of this old la nd surface cannot be raId. 

Perhaps we may fmd rhe ashes of their fi res or the piace where rhey smelted the ore for the 

lead of theu- crosses. 

Indian ReHes U neanhed 

Ir seems not improbable tbar the long valley of the Santa C rllz River, stretchjng 

northwesterly from dle M exican border, may have aflorded a comparatively easy parhway, 

wbich. togerher wich other advantages, such as aboriginal settlemems, di rected their foorsteps 

th is way. The place where thei r record l1as been unearthed may have been chosen by thern 

because of rhe presence of aspring. A1though no spring occurs here wday, ie was formerlya 

ware.ring place and is still today known as the "N ine Mile W ater H ole." This also ma)' have 

been ule reason that [he old li me kiln was billl t at th.is paroCltlar point in the early eighties. 

ift)' ya rds from the excavation are [Q be seen the rem nam s of an old adobe building said to 

have been a caravansary. G reat quanti ries of broken In cüan pottery. mllch of it ornamenred 

with brilliant and artistic painted designs , stone kni ves and other artifacrs of an old pre­

Colllmbian abori gi naJ culture extend for a considerable disral1Ce either wa)' on the far side of 
the water ho le. Flaked armw points of the type used by the Apaches and other tribes who larer 

roamed the region are frequendy found. 

Imbedded in C aliche 

T he sUIface on which these 6nds were made was buried from three alld a half to six feet in 

deprb , increasing gradually as excava tion penetrared the bluff. T be objects themselves ar 

generally fou nd firmly imhedded in a lime-cemented gravel, oEren so l'es isran t that objeets have 

to be removed witb a pick. T he material overlying in general is coarse, angular and poorl)' 

assorted and showing very indisrinct suatificarion. Man)' wa ter-'vvorn limestone boulders, oEten 

roo large for a man to li ft, ]je in a plane just above the rdies. T his seems a well-defl ned feature, 

wlUch may be traced for some disrance, shmving in the sides of the dry flaring washes, whjch 

deeply dissect a plain bounded at its lower edge hy the bluff, through whieh the flood waters 
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fr m the flanks of eh ueson M ountains a r dischar d to [he chanae! of the an ta C ruz. At 

rhe t p f the senion is a well-defined darker stratum on en Pt h:e n inches or more thick. a tfue 

oil, in wh ich scant ege tio n of [he d ry slopes fi nds root. rmmedi tely belO\.v the so il and 

fo rrned by evaporation of lime-cMrged gr und war c, is a th i k zone olidly cemenred by 

deposition of lim by the Mexican na me "cali he," by geologi es as d 'sert limestone. [n [.1. c, 

cemema tion f th sub-soil is ehe rule an has gready tard d the work of e 'eava rion . 

Uohroken Ground 

Th dep th a t which these objects are buried, tb fi rm cementati n f [he gravel stram m in 

\ ,hich ehey occur, [he un broken and undistll rbed co nd iri n of the cali be sheU and overlying 

soil , form a seal [hat naru re ha place.t1. up n these n iElCt , not to be counterfei rcd , <lud has 

remained unbrokcn rur llgh the c nrllfies whieh rhe d tes in ised upon these cruciform table ts 

by rh old scribe, who signed himself <lO.L," indl a te. h coveti ng of tb se objects w, s 

brought abo ur by rai n a nd strea m a rio n bearing the material from h igher to lower gro und 

LInder the impel ling fo rc of gravity. Subsequent t the bu ri al of these objeets, rorrenriaJ rains 

have done much ro m di fY th se slopes and ha e ca rved dl em ioto man m ino r r li fs. 

An episod in the h istory uf the reg ion, possibly later, perhaps anteced t and 'u rviving fo r 

se eral enturies alT r th passing of these Roman l ews , was the cornin f a race f p ople 

who lef! the li tt r of brok 11 po tteTY nea.r the water h le. Certainly ae th is parricu lar laeali 

the ab rigines am m uch I ter. Fragments of thei r pott ry ha e been fou nd upon the recent 

surface seartered in he las t form ed stratu m, the so il even coveri ng the [ p o f rhe bluff. T he 

LInderl ing strata, the low r of which concerns llS as hearing th aruf-a (s, may in thei r 

arrano menr and order of fo rmation be compared (he layers of a cal e. T he bott m tayer is 

la id dow n nr t and tbe [ p last and the frosti ng (or soil) added las t o f all. T his pottef)' is in the 

main of the ryp de ignated by archaeo l gi es fr m cl1 paint llsed in the ornamenrauon, ' red­

on-gray,' and th re is also ome of a later rype f und here, de ignared 'b lack-on-white." These 

port ri will b recognizcd by all arch< eologist:. a p re-Colu mbian and ly ing as [hey do as a 

srrarigraphieally high ho rizon . :md overl pping (h i si re, . an ther p ro f of rh grea l-e.r 

anriquity f the leaden arrifacrs. 

Could Not Be Forged 

he great antiquity of the e I 3d n objects, as ~hown by the dates, and rhe ul1Jq ue 

combinati n of detai ls. the outgrowth f (he pe \lliar onru tions ob taining in eh wes tern lcl 

\Y!( rld during the early M idd l A.ges. in eh aboriginal s tt ing 0 Ameri , could not weil bc 

()rged [dupl icared, ' ud the leld [cla rions, which hav beeil carefu lly srudied , confi rm [he 

genuint:ness . th record carried by th , e art ihtcrs &om dle exeavatiol1 a b 'ond the shad w 

sh~,do\ of a doube. Furtherl11 0r • competent wimesscs havc been raken to th excavation and 

shown the artifa s, maay of the rn nu mbered among the scien tift fac ul ry f rhe Uni versiry o f 

Arizona, an they have wlift rmly expressed rhemsel ves as onvinced of ehe genuin ness of M r. 

,1anier's lüscovery. 
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13. Arizona University Will Study 'ReHes' T oD 
The ~ 

uricl 
Tbe lIext day after its explosiue report on "Puzzling Relics, "thc New York Tim espublisbed a follow­

werc "11 
up story. While Byron Cummings went on record as supporting the authentieity of the "relies, " 

.......prox

offiäals at the University ofArizolla began to wajjle. They would evenlt/dry denounce the Tursoll 

ö f 
Artifoctr as forgerie!, although flO forger was ever identified. H omer LeRo.y Shtllitz (J 928-1936), 

gradu:
who rep/aced Cumm ings aspresident onIune 3 0, 1928, was suspected ofktluckiing 10 p ressttre from 

his co 
eertairt members ofthe Board 0/ T rostees in rejecting tht: itrtifoas (COV<'.)', pp. 113-32). Tbis was 

for real 
also 11 time r~fe with white supl'emacist ideology in tmiversities aud widesprelld imti-Semitic 

expert
activism. The dilemma ofArizollas pown/tll mining mOllopo()' UllJ weil be imagined-how co1i1d 

Dr 
millcs be p rivate property imd archeological sites tll the same time? And must they 11OU/ add Jews 10 

xpedi 
ludians as obstac/es in thc way 0/exploitatioll o/mineraL re$ources?New York Times, December 

14, 192,.., . 
histo 

Authorities There Hold an Open Mind on Authenticity of"Roman-Jewish" Objects. 
T ho n 

Dean Cummings Impressed.. He Questions Whemer Articles Could Have Been 


"Plan ted, » as Urne Rock Enclosed Them 


Tucson, Ariz., Dec. 13. T he prevalling opinion in wllversity eird es and among other well ­

in to rmed persons here is [hat the discovery of leaden crosses, swords and other articles bearing 

Ladn and Hebraie inscriptions in the San ta C ruz Valiey, seven m il es from this city, if not a 

complere hoax, indkates nothing more than that tbe rehes were leh by Spa nish explo rers and 

missionaries in Arizona in the sixreen th century or later. 

Except For a small group, 110 one believes the story tha t rhe articles were left by Europeans 

who preceded Columbus to America by seven centuries. T he theory rha t an expedidoll of 

Roman Jews came to America in the eighth century. and left these rd ies as ahistory of rhei r 

sertlement here, is generalJy rega rded as a faJ1tasri C and absurd dream, wim li rde scientifk or 

logica1 support. 

Dr. C. H. Marvin, President of the University of Arizona, said today rhat th e universiry 

does not sponsor the story sent out from here by th e discoverers to the effect that ehe relies 

indicate Roman Jews ca.me tu Ariwna in 775 A. D. , alld remai ned here until 900 A. D. 

"Thc universi ty does not stand sponsor fo r the sto ry as presenred: ' said D r. Marvi n. "um 

atd tude is that we are going to work on the problem to prove or d isprove it. I think most of 

the people interested in this are keeping an open m.illd unril we receive fu rther subsran tiating 

evidence." 

Until now U niversity ofAriwna Professors of Archaeol.ogy and Larin have been working on 

the ruscoveries as il1<lividuals, bUl the un iversity has not officially ralcen up the invesrigatioll. 

Ir probably will do so after [he first of January fro m both the archaeological and geological 

viewpoints. 
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Ta Derermine Rock Bed Age 

T he crux o f the problem appears ro lie in the geol gical age o f the fornu rion in h ich the 

article.s have b cn f und . ni ers iry geologistS will endeavor ro det [m ine wh m [th artid 

were "p lanted" in the limesrone here wimin reeent yea r , o r, if d1 discoveries re g nuir e, [he 

, ppr ximare cenrury in hieh [he wer let! tbere:. 

far , d1e o n ly geoloo"ica l in esrigatio n ha been mau by o r. ClH1:0Jl J . Sarle, a Yale 

graduat who was Pro sor ofGeology a t eh U niversi o f riwna , fo r eigh t yea rs, Dur cnded 

his co nne rion wi rh the uni v rs i ehre yea r ago. Ir was fei t thar he wa not wel! q u ipped 

(or rea h ing, although regarded as an excellenr field g o logisr. D r. SaIle: is now em ployed as an 

e.xpert by mining com parues in Arizona. 

Or. Sarle is me o nly sei m ifle man here who suPPOrts the meory of a pre-C olumbus 

expedicion to Am riea by Roman Jews. He is joined in th is condusion by M rs. Laura Coleman 

Ostrander, w ho is des r ibed by Lhe discoverer~ as "hist rian f T ucson " but who i merdy a 

histo ry tea her in the T ucson pu li c schools. 

T he discoverers ehemselves a re not scientisrs o r authoriti es. T hey are C b.arlcs E. M anier an d 

Thom as W. Bem, 'x-ser iee men ho eo n tracr d tuber ulos is in the war and came out here 

hvC years ago as wtaJly disabled veterans. 

No oDe here accuses Mess rs. M anier and Bent, Or. arie or M rs. Osrrander of any del iberare 

attempr ro deeeivc the publ ie regarding ehe dis overies. Ir is q ui te w idely fc It, however, (hat 

[hey have been misled by over-zeal [si 1into makino- claims eh t th evide nce now at hand and 

the knowll facts abollt America n h iswry fail ro suPPOrt. 

'Open Mind' Succeeds Doube 

When ehe first di overy was made fourteen mo nths ago th w ho knew about ie were 

ind ined , horn na rUl-a l skepci ism and fro m the nature of (be u tin inscriptions, t regard ehe 

whole [h in r < S a &ke. his Yiew has b en su pplam ed in reeent m o nrhs by rh "open mind" 

J([ itude menti ned by O r. Marvin. Th change has been caus d by sratem ' nt of O r. Byron 

Cummings, e w of eh Ar haeological oepartmenr f dl U niversi r)' and D irecwr )f t.he 

'w e Museum c lln cted wi rb rhe un iversit rhat the reI ies a r _genu ine and o f g rear an iqui ry. 

Dem C ummi.ng , however, ha been carefu l not tO eommi hirns Ir [0 the Roman-Jewi h 

expedition ehe ry, whk h he does not r gard as p lau ib le wirhout fu rt her llbsra ntia tio o . H e 

admir that he is pun led ro 'p lain wh made the a rtid s, and how and whe ll tbe reached 

, ourhern A[izona. De pi te the . ta temenrs y O e C umrnings and cher univers ity pro f< sso rs 

Ular tbe articles are genuine, howe er, eh e o pini Jl pcrs ists in duca tional ir les here mat mere 

is a Tr ng po ibilit)' thc wh ole thing b ing a hoax. or. C u mm ings wa rold d1is a fternoo n 

of rhe smtemem made by F. W . H odge o f the M useum of rh e American Indian, H ye 

~oundarion> mal simi lar Ilnd ae C r nado had been pro ed fakes aod dla t b > suspecred the 

lIeson discoveries tO be f (he s m e sort; by Or. Bash fo rd oCj.n of d1e M etropol itan M useum 

ofAn, mat he believed fhe re li es to be erude to rgeries, and by N . M. J udd ofthe Sm ithsonian 

Ins titution, who questioned the authenticiry )f the eigh th enrll ry date nd s, id he bel ieved 

rnL relies. if genu in, wen:: sli bse uent to 1540 A. D . Mr. Jlldd h as visi cl thc scene of the 
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discoveries and excavared rwo o f the articles h imself. D r. Bashford [sic] ilnd Mr. Hodge bave 

not been here. 

"J don ' t see how they can be fakcs," said Dea l1 Cummings. "Any one who says they are can 

not have investiga ted. J saw onJ)' one of the artides uncovered, but Dr. A.E. Douglass, D irector 

of the Steward Observatory at the u niversity, and D r. Frank Fowler, Professor of C1assical 

Li terature, have seen several of ehern raken ou c The)' agree with me mar ehe objecrs are not 

fakes and were not 'planted' tbcre, but are of great antiqujty. We reaIize [hat there will bc a 

grea t deal of rid icule of these ruscoveries , but it will not du people an)' good to rid icule them 

untiJ clley can give llS some explanation of how these anid cs came [Q be where ehey were. If 
they are fakes, where did tbey come fro m and who would go (Q the trouble of depositlng thern 

five or six feet below the surfacc of me eafth? What couJd the motive have been? H ow could 

an)'one profit by sudl a hoax?" 

Dean C ummings Impressed 

Dean C ummings said he bad asked perm ission to read a paper on the discoveri es before the 

secdon on anthropology ar dl e Kansas City meeting of the Arnerica.n Assoc.iation for the 

Advancernent of Science &om Dec. 30 to Jan. 2"d. He hoped Mr. Hodge wouJd be present 

and mar there woulcl be a full discussion of the genuineness aod signi6ca.nce of rhe relies, wirb 

an opportuni ry ro hear and answer scienrific criti cism of the discoveries. 

"The anide I saw removed," D r. C ummings went on, "was a sword blade which had been 

buried h ve feet rhree inches below the surface and had becn imbedded in gravel and cal iche. 

C aliche is a term for th e forma tion resul ting &om lime leeching out of ehe soil and the lime 

rock in many pi aces here. Ir form s beds from a few inches to several feet thick. Out there where 

the discoveries were made caliche is p rominent at the bonom of the stratwn in wruch ehe 

artides wcre fu und, and above a stratum of sand beds. 

"Caliche had formed all arou nd these artkIes and had hardened around thern so mar ehe 

had to be dug out wirb a sharp pick or loosened by d)'namire. Above the arricles was lime rock 

which had lain mere so long !hat rhe feldspar had lcached out Ln lüde seams in rhe lime rock, 

aJlowiJlg the crystalized Iime rock to break i nfO pieces. Ir takes a lang time fo r it to leech 0 \1( 

like this and 1am convin ced that the anides foun d were taken fro m undisturbed deposits and 

were bedded so deeply and Brmly in rhe caliche mat they must have la..in thefe fo r a long period 

of ti me. 

"My statement that 1 feel oonfidenr the articles are genuine is based Oll the condition; 

lInder which thc)' were round. I know absolutely rhat they were not 'planted ' there, because 

'planred' anicles would no t be imbedded in such a mass of caJiche and because the marerial 

Iying there had plainly been undismrbed until me excavacions were made." 

Other Scientists Disagree 

m er sciencists d isagree wirh Dean Cummillgs regardi ng the ded llctions ro be d rawn from 

lbe hardening of the caliche around the reHcs. T he lIniversity geologists, it is understood, will 

t ry to find out whether under certain co nd irions the ca liche would not harden around anid 

'planred" rhere, and becorne so Illuch like the caliche in its original state tha t it wou ld b{' 
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almost impos ible co tel l whether jr had been rernoved and replae d . 

Dean ord n M. Burfer o f ehe Colleg of Min ud Engin erit g and Pro esso r G . E. P. 

Smich will conduct d1e geoiD ical invesrigarion for th university. 

"Je is rrange, o f c urse, dlar art ide cf rhis ki nd should have been foun d where these wer 

found," De:a n urnmi ngs m nri nll.l!d.• T hey are of a type differen t fro m anyrh ing c'.lse rhat we 

know f lu ing been manufa tu r d in rh is part o f the ' olln try at my period . The metal o f 

which thc were made is somewhat puzzling. Two assays hav been made. O ne hows lead nd 

antimony o nly. T hc other show lead, a nrim ony. ti n and a linIe go ld , a littl iI er and a linIe 

LOpper. " 

ean Cumming said he had enr "rubbing" f the Heb raic inscriprlons o n the r lics to 

r. Harold H. Bender, Prof, SSO r of lnde Eu ropean Languages at Princ ron Universi ry, and 

[har Dr. 13ender had writG11 1:0 D r. Bashford D ean rega.rd in a the m rn l of which the anides 

were made. asking wherher the M erropo li tan Museum conta ined any merueval articles of the 

s:tme or similar c nsriru ney. 

"So far as r know, no wea pons w rInde chieAy of lead as earl}' as [he eighd1 centllr)'. One 

of the th ings o n which fl.lrt:her inql.li is needed is whc:rner d1ere was any pb in Europe 

where artides of I d all y were made at such an eart) eriod . Bronze was tbe ch ief material 

u ed in making weapon ' a t that time, and it seern ..m ange that there should be such 3. 

prepond ranee or lead in these articles if rh ey reall were e ighrh to [enth century prod uCTS . 

"Och r mar rials found in thc artidcs weTe not i11 llS for such articles at dur period. T in 

and copper go into mal ing br nze, of "altrSe, but gold and ilver in such articles are not 

(Ommon. It 10 ks ve.ry much as if th e e a rticles, because of rhe m etals they show, were made 

From mate ri · Is m ted out of ore. Considering the r fou nd in thi. Jocal iry, 1 am incl ined ro 

belie r.bey were manufacrured here. 

Loca1 Manufact.ure Suspected 

Anorbe r argument advan d to support [he d1eolY tbat eh art icles were made here is tha t 

li nie piec of SW l1e an sand found imbedded in ehe back o f some o f the objeccs are typical 

of AIizolla for ma ions . lncluded were rw pieces o f ul phare o re wh ich had been xidized y 

xpo ure. 

Dean C um m ings said he had n-anslat ' d d1e Grin illscri ptions on dl cros es and weapons 

e.'(Clvat d. :md had f, und ehern ca r ed in a ca. pital [ette r script used by Laun sch la rs up CO the 

eigllth enmry. bur 11 t sub equenrly. 

Ir is pointed our. ho ever, th t it wo uld h ave been easy for any on to copy the styl f 

wriring. Those who beU ve the thi llg is a h oax ay the Grin is vcry poor; rhat ie was a very 

poor Lati n scholar, if ie wa a Larin scholar, ho wroce ir; rhar tran lation 0 cerrnin 'Nords 

cannor be f( UI1 at 11. and (h I: certain taremems do no jibe w ' th ehe age in wb ich ehe)' are 

su ppo ed r h3ve been written . 

"I gram you Lhat is a p uz.zle," ean C u m mings wem o n. " I do not feel ready yet co give any 

Iinal pinion . [ imply say: ' Here a re the f: crs. T h ey how Roman infl uence an d Jewi h 

inlluence.· H w you ger that com binarion rer hefe in 50mh rn Ariz na is eyond me as yet. 
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"If these inscriptions showed a Spanish influence we mighr sa)' they were the work of the 
pan ish fathers who ca.me here in the sixteenth cem ury, but I can' t find any t race ofa Spallish 

influence. T he Lari n is an old capi ral seript such as was in llse for records and inserip tions up 

CO the eighrb cen[ury, bu t not in common use after rbat. Ir was not llsed by tbe Span ish 

fathers. 

"There are traditions from several sourres of uadjng expedjtions starti ng OU l from ~lliope 

fo r unknown lands in the early C hristian period and in the time of tbe C rusades. Ir is not an 

impossibili ry rha t we ma)' have fo und in the interior o f Ariw oa the remains of some such 

trading expedition . Being imbued with dIe crusad ing spirit , thc)' may have manu fuctured 

these weapons for use against [be Indians and these cross es fo r memorials to t heir leaders a nd 

lefr them all behind them when they were fillaHy destro)'ed by the natives. T he last or the 

artides made purports w bear a message that the. il1evi table day had come and that me)' were 

doomed . 

"T he most plausible condusioD, nevertheless , is that these th ings W (,..fC brough t here or were 

made here by the Spanish padres. If they were brought here by the padres, they would have 

been brought fro m Spain , perh aps having been raken there b)' [he C rusaders from the Hol)' 

Land. 1f chis was the case, the)' might be expeeted to show traces of Spanish influences, 

although no t n ecessarily. T he lack of Spanish in fluence and medepth of the und isturbed 

deposi t are rne faoors Lhat indicate tO me that these objecrs belonged to a period earlier (han 

the Spanish colonizarion in chis count..-y. 

Seek T races of Early Voyagers 

"The places men rioned in the inscriptions are Ro me, Grea t Britain and Calalus, whidl is 

des cribed e.ach timt' as 'Terra lncogru ta,' or unk nown land. T here is a possibilit)' tha t C alal us 

refers ro thjs coumry, but (here is 00 evidence to that effee t. The names given are of me Lat in 

type, Like T heodorus or j ambus. T h e second m ight be IsraelirLsh as welJ as Roman, but the 

Roman ending is used. Benjamin aod Israel are named as prominen t leaders, memorials to 

these l eader~. 

"1 don' t think we have a right co claim that these th ings were brough t tO Arizona by the 

people who made ehern. T here rnust be Cl careful invesrigation of an)' com mercial or ather 

expeditions wh..ich started out fro m E urope for u_nknown lands durLug the ycars mentjoned. 

M rs. Ostrander has been [rying to find traces of such exped itions, bur has no t as yet gat hold 

of anything that co uld be called authentie a.nd defini te. T be records of that period are ver)' 

meager." 

De-an Cummings and other scientlsrs here coocede dun if a n)' such European exped ition 

had com e hefe in the pre-C olllmbus period, the Ind ian lore, \-vhieh is vety extensive, would 

conta in legends passed down fro m genera tion ro gene ration abolJ t the wh.ire stra ngers and their 

crosses and swords, and that these le.gends would have been written down bv the white men 

who came hefe larer. 

"Noth ing extaJ1t ind iC3tes any tradition am ong the Indians ab oUl white men havjng been 

here between tht' eigln h aod tenth cen turies," D r. C umm ings wenf on. 'The N avaho I ndians 
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claim rheir legends go back 1,000 'snow ' or year , wh ieh w uld take us back (Q ehe year 925, 

bm mere is Dod ing in their stori s abour sud an expedi tion . 

"Ir is srr:lnge," he s id, 'wat nothi ng, no human bones. were fo und " ith these a rtid es. 

\'('hat must be done i what we are plannjng to do. I have promised ro make fmmer e 'cav tie os 

in a systernaric manner afrer th holidays. I will uy (Q find rhe camp sire of ehe people who 

had th artid . Appar ncly mes w PODS and rosses were washed down a slope in ti m of 

oran fiood, and ] m ink Cl camp sir will be found nearby whefe th y were w shed from ." 


su h 
 Professor Bender' s Opinion 

ru red Ocun Cu m mings has r ceived a I tter fro m Professor Bend r ar Princeton regard ing the 

sand ins ri prions, read ing in part as fa ll ws: 

rthc: "The haracters are obviously Semi ric, and theTef, re out of rny wn Tndo-Europea n tJeld. 

were hut I have sem tbem to Professor John D. Da is of dl Prim: ron T heological Seminary. He 

sa ·'S the)' are q uare-headed Hebrew and (hat he can read most o f them. I am very much 

wert" inter st cl in so remarkable a find. I wou ld li ke vcry rnllch to have your 0\ n conclus ions as to 

have the rigin of tbc swords anel crosses. T he only possiblc thing that occur to me is the panish 

H Iy e, plorers ~md F rancisca n m issi nari . who, I b lieve, w k acti e in your Sta re in the sixteem h 

nce, ceIIIUly. But roe Hcbrew inscriprions- are eh y sll rv ival - of th Cr de.s or wha t?" 

urbed Dr. D avis wrote: 

than he ins ri bed words are Hebrew, as YOUf correspondcm judged, 'written in the famUiar W 

square chameter and oft:en pro idee! wirh ow .I points.' Ma ny words are q Ll ite di tinct, but 

For the determ ination of o thers a comparison wirh the original wOLl ld be necessar)'. " 

ich i Or. Cumminas al 0 received the following r m D r. Emil G. H. Kraeling, Profes r of 

.alalus Orienral La.l1gllages, U nion ht::ological Semina ry, New York C iry: 

: urin 'The marter is rather curi LI , tO say the leas t. Since the H brew cons nan ts hav the 

'ur th e I'ocalil.at ion marks in accordance with a system (hat was not devised u nd l abou t 750 A. 0 ., ir 
3als to woulcl b racher trange ro find ir used by C hrisrians 760-900 . D. The rudy of Hebr W W:1S 

almos[ unknown ro b r' dans duriug dl e Dark Ages. O n ehe ther hand, [ir is) corn:,c t llS:1ge 

byehe du r c uld h rdly have been expected to ger in w that vici niry." 

other Bo[h Dr. Kraeling rud Pr tess r Davis gave trans!. riOllS of the Hebrew charact rs, which 

)oned. ;Ire in abou t thirt)' groups, while eh > Laci n inscriptions were rran lared by D r. Fowler of the 

Ir hold Llniversity f Arizona. 

'e very Twenry-five anicles h ve been excavated by < nier, Bem and lheir as -iates. T he rel ies 

wrre exhibired roday in J'le Tue.'; n Ban Build ing, half fo r rhe b n fit of rhe TlIcson 

:diri D Lommuniry ehes t and half far the expen.'es of further inve tigation. Adults were d larged 25 
would cents and chUdren 10 cents to view ehe reHes and ro hear Mes. srrauder talk abour tb etr 

ri th ir ilgll iflcance. Bent rook tbe mon ar he cl r. ur id wa a [arge sign. reading: 

men "Pre- alu mhus relies 1.000 )'ear eid. Earliesr evideo e ofwhüe man in meriea. exhi bited 

her- rar benefl r of Community Chest arid [Q carry on in csrigarien." 
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Frauds in Relics Recalled 


Archaeologica1 Faker Caused a Stir in Michigan in 1890 


The belief expressed Saturday by F. \X!. Hodge, spedallst in archaeology and IUstol)' of the 


Sour.hwe~t M useu m of ehe American Indian, ilia t the "relies" discovered ne-.H T ucson may 

have been planred by an archaeological faker who has been at work in Arizona, recaUs the 

exposure of the Mid ligan frauds in 1908 by Professor Prands W . Kelscy of the universiry of 

[hat Stare. 

In an artide in T he Arnerican Anthropologist for thc tlrsr quarter of 1908, Professor Kelsey 

tells in grear derail o f three dlsti nct archaeologieal fra uds, twO of wh ich were laid to Jam es A. 

Scorfield [Scotford l. a sign painrer of MontcaJm C ounty, Michigan. 

T bc firs t of these beb"<l l1 d uring the lat ter pan of 1890 oeHr the towns of\\fyman and E<imore 

in thar saDle coun ty. The land th ere, formerly eovered by pine foresrs, had beeil deforested 

quüe recend)' and illhabitants in tbe vicirü ty begal1 conven ing ie inro Farms. In Oetober, 1890, woodel 

a man dlggi ng postholes in a Held near W )'man found a sDlalJ cup of d ay covered wirh fragm 

h ieroglyph ics. T bis dlscovery occasioned great exci temenr thereabours and soon the enti re hox 

population began excavating. More and more objects were d iscQvered. One m an, excavarinf,> rransp 

$l,OO~was entombed by a cave-i n and killed. 

Thc " relics" were found at a depth of frorn o ne foo t to a foo t and Olle-ha lf and covered an Whe 

area of three or fou r miles in diameter. T hc discoveries were authendca ted by affidavi rs of eoul 

Ex wirnesses in many cases. 
foun'At Sranrol1, the county seat of Montcalm County, a synd icaee was formed for exeavating 

purposes and tor the sale of relics found. Members of ehe S)'nd icate swn rnoned Professor F. Yea r 

TW . Putnam and Professor Alfred Emerson of the U niversi ry of M.ichigan ro look over the 

rI nds. A cu rso ry examination snowed that they were false. All were made of unbaked clay, with impo 

bogus hjeroglyphics iJl wh.ieh cu neiro rm characters appeared at intervals. T hese were a.U be.n 

sramped, and in order to save labor the characters frequen tly were rumed upside down or laid repr 

alsosideways. O n the back ofone piece me same characrer was represented in whole lines ar a time. 
(resThere were recwnbcnt lions on rhe lids of sa me of rne caskers. O f these, olle or two bad 110 

(ails. .:ap 

The twO professors remarked rhat 110 prllnjtive anists would have made such an omission. 

Afterwa rds other caskers were fou nd and on these the lioru had [alls. In all mere weee abou t can 

···1thir ty caskers measuring from a foot ro thi rry inches ill lengrh and fro m six to ten inches wide. 

T he covers were o rnamenred wich grotesque figures in bold reli ef. The sides bore simulations cre 

of cUlle.i fo rm characcers and hieroglyphics arranged sometimes with iterations of a single bt:l 
t.h 

hve. Most o f them were smaIJ enough CO be held in ooe hand. Same of ehe rablers were fo und "0 

in caskers wirb small p ieces of copper evidently made by beating o ut copper coins and 

impresscd wi th {',yptic maracte.rs . 

There were a few erude vases and oeher articles, including a small Sph inx, whkh , upon 

exam inadon , was found ro have been made of light-colored day conrain in g so large a 

:ymboi. SimHar cnarJ.cters were impressed upon the rablets , o f wh ich thefe were about seventy­

84 

1 

http:maracte.rs


rrhe 

rnay 

s rhe 

iry 

I ey 

es . 

mare 

es red 

8 
with 

mire 

ti n 

d an 

rs of 

(lng 

r F. 
:r the 

wich 

e all 

r Iaid 

ti me. 

d 0 0 

10 11 . 

bollt 

id . 

i os 

ngle 

nly­

u nd 

<lnd 

pon 

e a 

.I 1':\\'SI' PEH REP )J TS 

percen mge of sand as to m ake ir extremd y fragile. T he d ryin hacl eviclen tl b en d ne in the 

sun or brexpo ure to mild heat. T here were light cracks a long rhe edges w h il:h were harp and 

fee h. The material di sim egrated rapidly in water, wh ich sho\ ed tha t it cuuld have been in he 

grou nd only a shorr ti m . 

Upon the recom mendati n o fP rofessors P lItnam and Em erso n the s nd icate was d issol ed 

Jnd pod<ered (hei r los es. BU[ mallY reputabl pe rsons in rh vicinity conrinued 0 uphold the 

authenri ity of the " relies." T h y pla in cl [he jum ble of an ie t O rienta l wricing as d u to 

me: composire character of a colon}' com pri in<T Egyptians and P ho nicians, as well as 

Assyrians. which, in a r mote period, foun d its way across thc s as an d up ehe Sr. Lawrence, 

clu ough rh Grea Lakes ro M ich igan. 

[n (he u m mer of 189 a m an \ hose clothing bor mU[e evidence of financial reverses 

appea recl in (he off! e f the uratur of ehe Un ive r"ity o f Michigan. He bro llght wi th hirn twO 

wo den tru nks containing m iseellancous "relies, " ;lod la rge lI prigh t box. In the b . srood a 

fragment o f baked I y rep resenti ll a ma ll ho di ng a largc table befo re h irn . T he fro m of the 

büX openecl like a door. T h cu rator wa raId th at the eo nten ts of the trunks a nd box had been 

tr3nsponed from p i ce ro p lace as an iti nerant xhibir. T he owner o ffered to sell the whole for 

1,000. T b cura tor laughed at the o f er w hereupo n (he lTlan said h.e'd rake 100 far m e lot. 

When this o tTer, roo , was refused he asked p [m issio n ro leave them a t (h e m useum until he 

could send for them . Thjs was gran ted. b u r he never reru rned. 

Examination of the trun ks sh owed du r the)' conraincd cas kets and tablers sim ilar to rh se 

faund in M onrcal m C ou nty. T here w re also showbills ad vertising "The Oeposi(s o f 3 ,000 

Years Ago. T he Fine: r C o lle d o n (l f Preh isro ri Rel ics in rhe LJni ted Stares." 

The caskers in ch is colle ti Il differed in o n ly rwo ars !Tom th e: fi rst 10 . T here was an 

improveme:nr in workmansh ip and rh cl y ,;vas baked hard . h forger had obviou Ir 

beneIl tted by fo rmer c ri ric isms to im rov(' his ch nique. Ther was a "0 luge" [abler 

repr emi ng the fl o d in fo u r rier , whk h had be .n repea red from a prev ious rob l t. T her wa 

dlso :l pipe I b rately decor, ted with cun ifor ms. L 5S elaborate was he adorn ment of a 

crescent-shaped piece f slafe \ h ich r p re enr d o n o n s ide a head d r ss r embl ing a jockey' s 

L~ P and on rh mer b re thc fa.mi lia r C In iform la rac ers. 

tn 1907 rhe en rgies 01' th a me fi rger becam evidem again. F rom w id Iy separa ted poi nes 

can repons [hat imp lement and c pper ra biets of a uoiq u characlJ r wer being He red [0 

C Ilecrors. 10 Detroir one coll e to r purd lased not !es than fifty and ad ded rhem to a very 

\.redible lIeccio tl of g n ll ine pr his t ric rd ies. The 'ur . es of the newty fo und "relies" had 

Leen corr cl d to give (h a pp, ran of ag . E u notwirhstand ing m e d ifference in m aterial 

the des igns were practic l l1y idemic:lJ with th ose of previous fi rgeries. Agaio there was the 

"Delug t fourbands ith oo ly sl igh t varnü tlS and o n the back o f the same tablet was a 

represenrauon of tht Tower o f Babel. Another wbl r bo re a ea len d:lf, wi th crescenrs and sta rs 

;lIld hiercglyphies. A th ird ra blet was a d o uble o ne like rhar o n which [he Ten Commandmenrs 

were wrirrell. This also was covered wich cuneifo rm cha racrers icl ntica l wi ch [hose o n p r vious 

frauds There was also a copper c rm n whi h w as repo rred (0 have been fo und o n a sku ll. 
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A Detroir newspaper man revealed that Scotfi eld , wbo had been active in selling the bogus 

coppers, 'vV;l.5 the same man who had led the hunt fo r "rel ies" in thc first fraud, The name of 

\Xfilliam A Scotlie!d app eared with rhree o then; upon testi monials fou nd in the trunks whieh 

had been lefr in t..~e M useum of the U niversity of Michigan. AU were in ehe same hand wricing. 

More Scientists Skeptical 

C. L. Hay and D r. Got theit Believe Arizona Finds Spurious 

C ruence L H ay, research associace in Mexicnn an d C entral American archaeology of the 

American Museum of Natural B isto ry, said yesterday that (he lead relies" found nea r Tucson 

impressed hirn as fraud u leo t. 

'They look very tish)'," he said . "If, as D r. Bash ford Dean poinred o u t, the word 'Gaul' in 

good English app eared 0 0 o ue of ehe relies, what more is ro be said?" 

D r. R ichard J. H. G o tthei!, professor of Rabbin ical Literatu re and the SemiticLanguages at 

C olu mbia U niversity, said he regarded [he reHes as a hoax. 

"They are either a hoax," he said , "or ~omething ofcom pa.ratively recent date. T hey certa inly 

do nor run back to the ancienr date artri bu red (Q [hem. . Froffi :1 gbnce at the a CCOlint I would 

rcgard ehe th ing as a hoax. " 

SeveraJ no ted archaeological hoa.xes are su mmarized as fo llows in the artide on archaeology 

by C. H . Read in the Encyclopaedia ß ri rann ica: 

"ln spite o f me unq uestioned and wlljuestio nable characrer of palaeolithic d iscoveri es in 

general, ix muse not be assumed tha t rhere has been an absence of falsiflca tion, forgery and 

wha t th e French call 'mystiJi c.a ti o n'; o n the contrary, such attempts to meer the demand have 

been co m mon enough. Apart (rom Edward Sim pson, whQ W;l.5 notorious;l.5 'Flint Jack' in the 

middle of the ni neteeo th CentlHY, many others, both in E nglaod and on [he continen t of 

E urope, have devo ted rhemselves to th is pecul iar in d us tr)'. 

"Bou cher de Perthes tfied to conguer [h e skepricism of som e of hi s friends who doubred [he 

h uman origin of the Abbevi lle flin ts, by unwisely o ffe ring h is hum an bones in the same bed. 

The M oulin Quignon jaw was accordingiy p rod uced, and became ehe subJecr of m uch 

controversy, bu t the evidence fin ally showed that ir had come from elsewhere. 

"The cave drawi ngs also have fOW1d tbeir im itato rs in modern rimes. O ne M ei llet, a man of 

educa tion, wok a special p leasure in the production of spurious e.xamples an d even published 

an account of h is p rerended discoveries. Bur hefe, as in all the an empts a t imitat ion of the cave 

dtawings , the modern efforts were betrayed by their poor artistic q uality, and a com pa rison of 

the new discoveries wirh [he old was generally enough (0 disd ose thc fargery. 1'wo d r:1wings 

on bone of a wolf al1d. :1 bea r, dedared to luve been Fouod in a c.ave a t Thayngen in Swirzerland, 

were afterward shown to have been cop ied. &om a ch ild's p ieru re book. 

" In Swirz.erla nd, also, a brisk erade was carried on some )'ears ago in false antiquieies, said to 

have come From the lake dweW ngs; and fantastic types of mols and implements were placed 

on the market. Ln Iwly, too, a lively d isCllssion has taken pLace of/ate years over the authen ticity 

of cu riously shaped fl in t implements from ehe neighborhood of Verona, while America has 

provided similar food fü r d iscussio n in the weU-known Lenape stone and the Calaveras skull. 
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The forme.r bears drawings f (he French caw type, while the laaer, if genuine, woulJ carry 

[he r ry of man in lh American con unent be.for Pl iQ ene tirnes." 

14. Tueson ReHes Show Europeans Lived in America Centuries 

Before Columbus 

TlJe state'J capical lIewspaper took a much iess deftwive, more ~ymptlthetic view 0/ the Tucsoll 

Ar/!faas. verything in Gilber! CosuLich sp iece cOllfi rmed thefinds' genuine importallce in the most 

mpomible jotJnta fistic tOI'l(,S. Stopphlgjw t short 0/takiug pot shots at the Eastcrn intellectull1.f who 

(Ippellred as witnes,es on tht, oppo ite side, and havi7lg none 0/ the boosterism readers might haue 

fIIspectedpl.nyed a part in the 5tOI), the Arizona Republican buiLt a solid case for fhis disco very and 

ils ,mpliea/ion /o r Ameriean i:Jistory. Arizona Republi n, Decem.ber 27, 192 

Expens Say All Findings ALe Genuine 

arure herself has pla ed the s I of authentic ity upon the rd ies recently discovered near 

Tueson. 

So asserr a number of ar heologi ( 5 ' nd geoloaisrs who w re pr sent a' the exhu mati on o f 

tne arti facrs whi h some holars believe will prove kn Emopeans üvd in America seven 

cenruries befo re Colu l11 blls. 

. lId , despi te the sl-epri ism of<1 fi w Ea tern scientists, T u son sava nts are holding ro thei r 

original d clarations in fuvor oP [he genui.neness of the reli . 

"I am convinced rhar ehe a rrj' l fOlll1d were raken fro m llnrustu rbed deposits, aud bedded 

so deeply and com pacuy in caliche rhat they must have bin tl lcre for a I n period o f tim ," 

!JY Dr. Byron C luT1 minb ' d irecto r of the stare museum and head of the deparrm nr of 

:Ircheology of the Universicy ofArizona. 

'T he inscri prio rhat I b ve had ti me [ 0 peruse were wri lten in a style f Larin common 

not lat r [han th eigl th ntury of our era. I al11 convin d th at they are genuine." 

Sjmilar con ictions are ex.pressed by D r. Cl ifton J. Sa rle, unril recendy a nd fo r eighr. ears 

~l[O ssor of geol gy ae the U nivers ity of Arizona, who declares: 

"Th . depth a whi h these bjecrs are buried: me Hrm cem n ,tion of rhe gray I rnnum 

inwhi h they occur; the unbro1<en ' nd undisturbed onditi n of[he caliche hell and yerlying 

soil, form a seal which narure has pla ed upon these nifucts, nOt t b c unterfeited. " 

The position of me rehes in [he firm cal ich " indica grear ge," says D r. A. E. Doug lass, 

Jirecror of the Steward Observato of rhe U nivers ity oFArizona. 

Age üld Swords 

The layers of gravel . caliche and soil overlying at I t two of the 3rrifucts "haye not been 

wsturbed by human agencies in recen t or h i roric times,' dedares Clurles T. Vorhies, 
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entomologist at the state universi ty. 

T h us piles up ehe expert testirnony regarding ehe authem ieity of the ftnds . 

But as to their o rigin and meanl ng, th ere is not the same unanimity among sdem ists who 

have examined th e areibers. 

Accord ing to Dr. SarJe, the swords and cross es and ceremonial objecrs were left by Roman 

Jews wbo came to America, wh ich they called "Calalus," in 775 A D. Thcy were apparenrly 

annih ilated about m e year 900 A.D. after a disasrrous war "vith the nati ves whom ehey had at 

firs t impressed ioto service. 

In worklng out tb is interpretation of ehe G tin inscriptions. Dr. Sa rle was assisted by Mr •. 

Lam a Coleman O srrander, a teacher of history in the public schoois of Tucson. 

On the otber hand, o ther scholars declare that ehe iI1lemal evidence of the inscn puons 

themselves points to a hter date. Among the experts holding th is view is O r, Emil G. H. 

Krael ing, pro fessor of Oriental languages ar the Union T heologieaJ sem.i nary of N ew York 

City, who asserrs maC "the H ebrew writ ing fo und on rhe artifacts wo uJd hardly be used by 

Christ ians in 760-900," since " thc study of Hebrew was almost unknowl1 to thc C hristians su rfa 

du ri ng the dark ages." Dr. Kraeling, howcver, proceeds on tbe assumption that th e wanderers slIlelte, 

were Christi an s. 

T hc H ebrew inscrip rions a re extremely fragmentary. and ir is im possible to piece together 

a co nri nuous narrative from them. Some schola rs express the same difficulty with regard [Q the 

Latin writ.ings, wh ieh they say are merely aseri es of ph rases rather man an unbroken narrative, 

Dr. W ade H . ElJis, former arrorney general of O hio, at one time assistant U nited Sta tes 

attorney general, and now a mem ber of the National Archeological associa tion [AIA~l , has 

expresscd the bel ief rhar [he voyagers may have been Phoenieians, who were noted in olden 

times as being "lo ng-dis tanee navigarors. " Th c combinatiOIl of Latin and H ebrev" lnscri prions, 

O r. Ellis suggests, points to a M ed iterranean in f1uence. 

Thirty Rdics 
There are 30 of the rel ies. T be Arsl was d iscovered by C harles E. Manier, of 1 ucson, on 

Sep tember 13, 1924. It was a cross that p rotruded about two inches from ehe side of an 

emban kment leading to a time kiln , near what is kOOWIl as the "N ine M ile Water H ole," 

Besldes crosses, the art ifacts indude two-edged swords, hand speal·S w d a fan-shaped baton ur 
mOllsuance. 

In me wo rk of excavatlon :l\1anier, T homas ,,\\7. Bent. the Qwner of the property. and Or. 	 Ben 
rig.Sarle have been most acrivc. T hese men have kept a carefu.llog of meir work, in ,.mich record 
011)

thcy have invariably noted rhe persons presenr du ring ehe exh umation of a part icldar rdic. 

he meticulous care of the excavarors in th is respecr is one of thc most cOllsp icuous badges 

of good fai th in ehe em ire affair . 

Here is an exam ple of thc log emries: 

" . . . T he sword blade was ulleovered by O r. Sarle and T. W . Bem . and it was necessaI)' to 

use a miner's hammer and a trench pick to loose the soUd cemeoted caliche in whieh ehe arricle 

!!8 
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\ as imbedded. There were presem [rh ti me of excl ion Dean B on C ummin of the 

Universiry ofAriwna. r. a uglas and Mr . D ugla, r. ud Mrs. Sa ri , M rs. rrander, 

Mr. cl 1r5. C. E. Manier an Mr. Jnd M r5. T. W. Bem. 

' very in I arrifa [has a simila r record . errain ly ircumstances f exca arian have rarely 

been chrani -I d mor fully man in the B nr-Manier log. 

Are (ber s ill m rt: secr ro be wrested from th b som of Morher a rth ar this spo ? 

r I (one disringui hed sei mist i' in lined to (his vi that add itional anifacts may be 

found in th ~ amt: I cality. 

"I bei i v it imporum canl inu this seardl in [he expcctation eh t athe r similar reli 

will came tO light," r. ougla. aid in a re ent wri tten [al ment. 

Believe Other ReHes Near 

A similar thoughl h s been expresse by D r. Sarle: 

"How much ad itianal ma terial will b fa und as exploration un overs m re of this old land 

~urf3ee Clnn t bc t Icl. Perhaps we ma)' fllId the ashes of (heir flres a r the place where rhey 

smelted the ore far the lead of m eir ero s . 

Brots paTtn" Charks Mani" pom with A. E. Douglass from tht Univ"sity 0/Arizona. JaT 
right, aruJ thtJour tkdicaud workmen who /abored throughout the Bent-Mani" txcavations 
on January 24, 1925. Arizona Historical Society. The Bent Family Coliection, MS 1122f 
48 (P). 
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"Ir seems nor improbable tbat the long vaJley of the Santa C ruz river, stretching 

no rthwesterly from the Mexican border, may have affo rded a comparatively easy pathway, 

whieh, togerher wirb other advantages, such as aboriginal settlements, di rected thcir footsteps 

this way. T he p lace ""here their record has been unearthed may have been chosen by tbem 

because of d le presence of a spring. Although no spring occu rs here roday, it was formerly a 

wa tering p lace ... Fifry yards from the excavation are to be seen the rem nan cs of an old adobe 

building said to have been a Gtravansary. G reat quanti ties of brokcn Indian pottef)', mu ch of 

ie o m amenred wi ch bri ll iant and artistically pain ted designs, stone kn ives and other arti facts of 

an old, p re-Colwnbian, aboriginaJ culture, extend for a considerable di srance either way on 

the f::lr side of the water hole." 

In tbe mea.nwhiJe. the relies are being exh ibi red in the Tucson Narional bank building. 

Small admission ch arges are made, half of th e proceeds going to the C olllltluni ty Ches t and 

rhe omer halfbeillg set aside to defra)' the expenses of further research. 

he reli es are there. T hey may be scrutiniz.ed under the rnicrosGope. T he circumsrances of 

rheir exhumation have been set down wi d1 great detail, for the info rmation of th e emire world 

of scholarship. 

The artifacts have been pronounced genu ine by some of Amerk-.a 's leading scienrists. 

Bur their origin and [heir mcaning are as mllch a mystery today as when, 15 months ago, 

C harlic M anier's eye was attracted by "an odd-Iookillg objecr p rotruding about rwo inche.s out 

of the side of ehe bi ll ." 

15. C ummings Firmer Than Ever in Belief Tucson Artifacts Are 

Genuine 

Wl.len Byron Cummings returned fi"om showil1g the Tucso77 Artifocts to Vßi'ious e;·.:perts over the 

Christmns holidays, he gove a rare interview to the Arizona Daily Star. The reHdting flrticle 

representJ his definitive views 071 thefinds ,.md their "problems, " before he /Uas reptaud os university 

p reridmt and increasingly silenced by Unhm'sity ofAriz.ontl ojjiciaLs. (Note: 1 could not find t!;ü 

m·ticLe without extmlive news paper research tl11d was at first evm ItfZaware ofits existence. lt is /lot 

in the cLippingsfiL.es in the Cummillgs Papers 01" other colLee/iom ofthe Arizona Historical Socie'Ji 

or Arizona Stall' Museum.) Arizona Daily Star, Jmmar)' 19, 1926. 

<'Eppur si muove!" 

GaliJeo, beset by skepti cs, insis ted d1at d1C earth "moves, ncvertbeless." 

Dr. Byron Cumrniogs , rurecto r of the Arizona st3. te m useum and head of the department 

of archeology ofrhe Universiry of Arizona, un trouhled bya handfu l of doubters regard ing the 
T ueson artifacts, asserted yesterday­

"] am nrmer du n ever in my belief rha t they are genui ne." 

O r. C umrnings returned Sunday fro m a truee weeks' rom of the fas t, during which he 
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showed (he leaden relies mac were found besid thc Siverbell road some time ago, co some of 

the eOUllny ' s leacüng seien ist.. 

The areibers wer rutinized under the m'croscope by me of America's grearest hem isrs. 

Tbey were subj red r dose rs 01' radioacci viry by nired Stares government exp rrs. 

Thc resulrs in orh rypes f xarn in Lions woulcl rend ro ind icare , at least, dur d,e cro es 

aod sw rds date from antiquity, the riz.ona savan l" aid yesterday . 

Dr. Cum mi ngs de/ iv red [Wo addresse -{me of them o n me: T ucson reHes­ al th annua l 

meer' n" f rbe Americ ll1 Ass iation or th Advan ement of ience, whi h was h Id in 

Kan as Ciry, December 30 ro January 2. He also spoke on rhe T u on arti faers ar the all/mal 

galheri ng f m' Washi ngron Academ f Seienees , ar Washin o n, D.C. , JaIlllary 12. 
"Most of the ceities who examined the relles were greatly interested, asked intelligent 

questions, expressed themselves as amcious to keep in touch wim the investigatioD and 

admitted that it presented a real problem," Dr. C ummings said yesterday aftemooD. 

"J vi ited Cornell and tu rned over rw o f the arüficrs [sie] to Dr. [ . m ileJ C hamot, the 

famous chern ical In i roscopisr. tor examinarioll. Ir frequ ndy happens rha r a mi ro copie tesr 

will revea l whether an objeer is recent or not, particular ly by mcans or the adh eri ng material. 

Evidence Affumative 

" ft was found rhat dl ere was no hing tO indicare any ree nt 'plan ting' of the arrifaets, but. 

Ull the conrrary, m ere was affirmative evidenee rcnd in.g ro stablish the an tiquity nf rhe fl nds. 

"Wh iI . I was in Wash ingwn, I had rwo of th anifa ts exam.ined b Dr. CD.C.] BardweU, a 

pecialisr in radioactivity ae the U ni rcd States Fix d Ni ~ gen laborJ tOry. T hc [heory i that 

lead aUay [siel usually poss~ s ~ ra d ioactivity when ir i fi rst prepared. aod thar the absen e o f 

such 3.crivi is a t least an argument in fuvo r of it5 aotiqui ry. 

"No radioacüviry was found in either o f dl aftifacts I howed D r. BardweI l. 

"Ir is, of cou rse, po sibl - rhottgh n probable-rhat rhe leJd all y of whi h the arrifa 

were mad had n ra iaa riviry to begin w ith." 

Dr. A E. Douglass, d irecror o f the Srewart observamry at the U ni ersity of Ariz na , 

collabora ted with Dr. Cummi ng. , ar ehe lands lecture in Washi n r n . by suppl)'ing Iantern 

Lidt;::; sh wing ehe Tuesoo reli . Dr. D o uglass is expecred to return t ucson abour ebrua ry 

I. 

At P·in eton. N.J., a meeting c f !5 schoLm of dassi a l la nguage was held , ehe home of 

Or. HarolJ Herman Bender. professor o f' phi lo lögy. <Iod John D. Da is, p rofessor of H ebrew. 

both 0 ehe Princcron Theological semi nary. rear inreres[ was manirested by al l presenr in 

tb uesn [ ieJ Ieres. 

Dr. Bender suggesred mat some of rhe srmboJ showed M imr:üc ill fluc n e. r. Cummu1gs 

'>did. 

The Ariz.ona archaeologist d id not . em disru rbed by th recent suggestions rhat ehe reli ' 

might hav been made bv a y \log Mexican sculptor, w110 is rep rted to have li ed on me si r 

of the pres ll( exe:waaon in L886. 

"Where did mis Mexica n boy obrain his r po rred 'wonderful universiry educa rion '?' D r. 
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C ummings q ll eried. "There were no lllliversi ties in Mcxico mose days. Ir seems dW:kuJt [Q 

unde rstand how this yaung man collJd have acq llired such a greal knowlcdge ofLatil1, H ebrew 

and sCllJptu re." 

The conditions under which the artitacts have been fa und pfeclude the possibility of their 

having been lefr- there wi thin a ceutufY or two, D r. C ummin!!s said in h is Jddress before (he 

eastern scientists. 

T ells of Discovery 

In Septem ber, 1924, Mr. Chas. E. Manier and h is farher whiJe inspecring an old lime-kiln 

about nine miles north-wesr of T ll cson, noti ced a bj t of mera! p rojecting &om the side of the 

rfench [ha t bad been cut rb rollgh the formation ro open an entrance to the borrom of the kiin, 
Dr. Cu mmings rold the savall ts. 

"On d igging away rhe gravel and caliche in which it was em bedded, the objecr proved ro b 
a cross made of lead aHa)' [sie]. Ir had been casr in crude mould 0(1 the slIIface of ground over 

which were sGltrered fragments orore, caliche and graveL Made in t"vo parts, tbe inside ofeach 

had been sroom hed and engraved wirh inscripdons in Larin. 

"Excavations were then made o n ro rhe righ t and ro the left: oF this crench by Mr. Tbomas di, 

Bem, who owns ehe land, and ~1r. Manier. Scarrered over col1s1derable area at berween 2Y2 ili 

and 6 feet bdow rhe surfacc havc been r()Und four other double aud two single nosses. Besides 

these croSses [here have been uncovered uHee swords anti found parts of swords, three spears o 

and two spear he<lds. and a pecu liar padd.le-shaped object that roa)' be cailed a lab[a] rum. All c 

of these are mo re or less cngraved w irb inscriptions in Latin and various sym bols and drawing~. cb 

O n th e two u nusua l crosses enrwined with serpen ts are round some Hebrew inscriptioIlS and o 

symbols. er 

"All of these artides were fOlln d im beddcd in caliche and gravel ar pracricaUy the sal1JC level. C I 

None o f this superimposed material shows any evidence of 11aving been disturbed since laid cl 

down by natural forces. T he highway, now knO\lvn as we Silvcrbel l road. takes a northwesterly " 
course out from Tucson aJol1g what was ollee ehe oid srage and freight route from T ombstQne I, 

through Tucson to Yuma. On ehe right srrerches the Santa Cruz valle)', while on th e lefr th \I 

wad is tlanked by a n irregular bendl of sand and gravei and loose rocks that has beeil cut by 

a rroyos and tiny vaUeys. The ddge between ends in poin ts and low, rounded hi lls, such as 

would be left by tbe slow eros ion that has been going Oll ro r man)', many years, in fact ever 

since the Tucson mountains were th rown up and formed the Low volcan ic range thar stretches 

across th is cou ntf)' für miles. T hese poin ts and ridges form the foothilIs and lower bench of 

these moumains. This road tbreads for rhe most part along the end of tbis beneh which formed 

the bank of thc Santa C ruz when its "vater spread our over its enti re vaUey. 

"J ust before one reaches the old 'Nine M ile Water HoJe, ' thc bank on the upper and len­

hand sicle i5 quite abrupt. In this bend was buil t the Ii me-kiln referred to ar the beginning of 

this art ide. This ki ln was constructed by sinking a cylindrical shafi down through the surface 

soil, gravel and catidle co the dep th of about six fee t. This shaf[ was then lined wi rh brick. 

trench was cut iota it frorn the edge of the bank. O thenvise the bench is undis ru rbed. 
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"lt \VA in dlis undisturbed material, püncipaJly ar eh righ f this treneh that these arricl s 

were tound . Olle rumor s ys mar the men who c t this tr neh some 45 years aga ou nd some 

riece~ of metal, bur up to date w have bee.n unable to eri f}r chis repon. Ir is easy ro distinguish 

th, mater;a! tluown our upan the Sllrhl- from th sI aft: and from the trench when th kil n 

\'as nscrucred and Ll sed: bur (h e is no evid nc rhat th's format.ion has even been di rm b d 

, ither on the Level ar which thes bjecrs were fO ll nd 0 1' in the strata overlying thern . his 

caliche isa lim e cru t for rned irreguh rl, ITom th up ri m posedandsurrollndi ngsoiland 0 k. 

It.erues ioto pock es, spreads Oll tinte h . ts and cemenrs the sa nd and <Travel together in hard 

mass mat can be bro en up only by a sharp pi kor a harge of dynami te. 

Found in Hard Caliche 
Many of these obje t were imbedded in pa rt or whole in th is 'olid ca lich and eould be 

rcmovt'd only by vigaraus effort wi th a gOQd pi k. ome lay in pock ts or rhin tra ta of sand 

wh ich were overlaid wirh strata of ca liche. Lines of ravel and sand extend along hOl'iz ntally 

abov ehese articln wh ich, if these artides had been " plant d" in rec m l'ear and ehe holes 

fi lled up ith caliche and gravel, would be broken and thc !in S of demarca tion readil 

disti!lguishable. hj formation is also imilar to mat of the emir bench at this pint and to 

[hat of thc proiecting hills on ei ther side. 

"JLIst wh n [he t rren ial rains wept rhis m ss of ro k, and and gravd down from the slopes 

(lf rhe (lIoun ain , we ma, never kno • but it 10 ks as though this had Ollee formed a 

continuoll s bend along me banks of the ri ver and when th waters subs id d and the currem 

etldng cl, the< troy cut thro ugh rh is bench and ehe storm rounded off th h ills. At rhe bases 

nf th s mountains on borh siLles f rne place where the e objects were tI:.mnd , we have 

enmuntered two periods of :lncienr Indian cu lture.. T h Aoors of the homes of [he ea rlier 

culru r lie from 3V2 to 5 fe ( below the ur.&ce, while th ther is eneoumered elos co and ;1t 

[he sutface. The larter seems cotemporane llS w ith the wel l-known rui ns of rnc Ha vall y 

wb i h are stimared to be at least s m 800 years old. Just how much old r the arl ier ulwr 

is, is hard co determine; bur suffi it ro ay dlar it i a rnuch eruder cultu re and was ov rlai 

IIlth fro rn 4 co 5 feet of accu mulat d deposi t befor the h mes of rhe later u lrure wer bui lr. 

~1ost of rhest' arrifaets wer.: found at fr m - [ 6 feet below the surfa , a lighr!y lower level 

lhan J1J[ f the earliest pueblo culwre yet eIl un ter d. 

Thus, tbere are twO olltsranding a.cts in chis prob! n : the articl are overed wich fro m 4 

(O ) feet f undisrurbed na m ra l deposit and th y Ije a t approxima tely th same I vel as the 

earlie;:sr prehisroric pueblo eil trure f the valJey. a cultuxe howi no no charnet risne in common 

wüh these arti ,le ts. Th condition of the 0 erlyi ng deposi ts prcdudes rheir having been 

planted," and the artide ouJd not have b en of Indian m nUl, rure. 

MetaIs Found Here 
"Th arrides are made f lead aUoy. Assays shm I a land amimony wirh rraces of dn, gold, 

lilv r:md ..;epper. Ores ofchis character are rni ed in the ucson!11( untains. a few miles away. 

md in cher mountains &rrher away ro the sou h. The re hav' probably ee crushed nd 

. rudely sme!red, the merals puddled and then used in [he l11a nu crurc 01' rh e weapons and 
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emblem s. Two of the a rricles, the lab[a}ru m and one of [he serpent swords may have been 

mauufactured elsewhere aod b rought i.nto the country. T bc metal seems to contai.n more 

copper and workmanshjp is ratber better. But the probabi li ties are that even they were wroughr 

here from ore h orn a di ffe rent locality. T he most of the articles have been cast and then shaped 

by ham m eri ng aud smooth ing. The scratches made hy stone and either a rasp or a file or borh, 

are plajn ly visible on the surface of some of tbe objects. N icks are also to be seen in some of 

the swords as if they bad beeil stru ck with simi lar weapons and with the poi m of spears. All 

are crudely fashioncd and show such work as )'ou m ight expect ro be produced by men in rhe 

desert co untry of Arizona, wirn rew tools and no mechanica.l applianees. 

"The engraving has been done by a sharp point wi th a straight stroke in some, while in 

others rhe smooth line has been cur and tben ehe edges tooled by a diagonal stra ke. In the 

double erosses, the ins ide of each half has been smootbed aud the illscription cut in the plain 

surface. T he.n these surfaces were covered wi th a tbin coating of wax, the two pans rlttt'd 

togetber and fas ten ed wi rh lead rivets whieh were headed down. 

"T he u tin is the capital script rnat was in com mon use for reeords and religious inscriptions 

up to about thc dghth century A.D. T he words are separated by dots, and ehe construction 

folJ ows that of the classic Latin of Caesar and Virgil. There are a few mistakes in spclli ng. 

Rcgem is uscd where one would expect rcgentem. The nominative is used in one insrancc 

where you would expeet the accusa tive. The senrences are brief, and aim to be mere records of 

facts. O ne wouJd judge tha t they had been carved by Olle who had a li mired knowledge of 

cl.assie Lari n and wove express ions wich whieh h e was fa mi liar im o the record he des ired to 

make. L1 the matter of proper names you fInd ehe u rin form in most instances, bu t with Gaul 

rhe English spelling in one insrance and Gaule the early French in [Wo omers. T his, however, 

may show an acq uaintan ce wirb some old records usin g the fo rm Ga u le and the e wa~ 

ommjrred [sieJ by accidenr in rbis olle ins tance. 

"The plaees men rioned are Britain , Gaul, Rome aod Ca lalus. Calalus is always given this 

spell.ing whecher used in me nominati ve or accuS"at ive case and is repearedly designated a rerra 

incogn ita, an unknown land. T be expression P rovehim ur pelago-we are carried over the sea, 

is used several times also, and indicates a journey by wa ter ro C aJa llls. 

"T he Hebrew imcripriofls on the two serpent swords are words and expressions such as 

Jehovah, peaee, mighty empire, erc. For the interpretation of ehe Hebrew we are indebted to 

Dr. Davis and D r. 'Sender ofP rinceton and D r. Kraeling ofUnion Theo logical Seminary who 

were kind enough to exam ine some rubbings of the Hebrew mat we wen: able tO send illern 

3nd give an opinion of them. We have raken these art icles to these scholars and given thern a 

chance to examine them fi rst hand. 

Drawings Ecclesiastical 

"The d rdwings and symbols show Jewish aod Roman influence and are ra ther ecclesiastical 

chan m.il itary or politica.l. T he so-called 'erown ' is more Iike a parriarch 's eap, and the 

patriarch' s double cross appears rwice. T he angeIs wirh drawn swords and me serpents suggest 

(he story c f ehe fulJ of man; wh ile tbe seven candles hark back to [he ancienr temple of 

94 



f 

11 
e 

in 

e 

1II 

cd 

n 

on 

g. 
\C 

of 

of 

! r 

auJ 
v r, 

'.\'as 

rllli 
terra 

, sea, 

h as 

dro 

who 

hem 

:m a 

tical 

ehe 

gest 

e 0 

N t:\\,S! ',\PEH HEP{ )HTS 

Jerusalem. T he square and o mpas ind icares a knowledge of Masonry. T he d rawings of the 

temple and th suggescion F th fasces are Rom 11. O ther symb Is have Da parall l as far as we 

know; but their origin may yee be traced. 

"Thu we have manif< r in the objecrs themse1ves, wid and va[ied inHuen es. O n the face . 

cl1 se evidences would indic n mework f men who slightly ver ed in dassi Larin, Rom:m 

affairs and Jewish hiscory, wished tu r c rd düs idence t astonisb rheir conremporaries. But 

would any people, one r m re cenruries ago in rh is remor region, have had time or mea ns 

ur desire eicher ro hoodwink other men by their show of k arning or dec ive posteri ? T h 

whire m n wha li ved in and rraversed rhis regi n e en fifry years ago, hOld very li nie ti me for 

-ti n Of fkti n of this elaborate c:haracter, ifany possessed rhe ability to have manu Facrured or 

insai b d these :urid es. Li fe was roo [renuous co hav permi tted such activity. T he srruggle 

far mere exü tence lefr no tim for tudyirlg Lati l or r c rding the I isto ry of ehe Israelices. 

~Some ha e sugg sr d thar the Spanish pad res may have had a ta tion nea.r hefe and Ln 
thcse re ords as vidence of eh ir Ie-J..rning. But none of these objea show Spanish id [e) ls or 

inAuence, a (hing whieh sure! would have been man ifest had the zea lous Jesu it mthers had 

anyth ing ( do with th ir maoufa ru re 0 1' decorari n. B sides, these farhers li ke arher pion ers 

were [00 busy in mar haJl ino- the Indians to rai e food and build churches ro have r .sor d [Q 

{he produ- tion of such fee rds. Nothi ng like them has been fO llnd elsewhere in eonnection 

wirh the missions , and W L1ld ie no t be strange to find eh padr, iuduJging in 1I h r crearion 

in the arid ,_olIntry of Southern Arizona? 

"The condüion under which they have been fl) Und pre lude (sie] the po~s i b iii ty of rnei r 

having be n left ehere withi l, a (>ntll ry or two. lr seems imp ibl for ehe forrnari n verlaying 

ehern to have ass Ll med ir presenr condition in less th n ~veral CCJ1 U1 ries. T his e idence, 

rogether wich the data foU l d on the arricles, indica res [ha t rhey were left th re ar some dme 

pre eding rhe coming of ehe Spani h advenrurers and p, d res ioto s uth rn ArizorH. he 

artides were comme. lorari ve f t.heir leaders. symbols used in the religion, and weapons f, r 

their defense againsr th ir l.ern ies- such arcicles as a gr . up f men dri yen (Q rhe last extremi ty 

would leave behind d,ern. If Lhis supp iri n be tw e, ,hen ehe bo nes of thest: brave men, their 

camp ire :tnd fu rher eviden -es of their 'haracter ::tnd cusroms mus! Ue sca trerecl ben , [h the 

·uche in [har 10caJity. 0 ullcover the e and solv [his mystery. is ehe !ask tO which we are 

serring oursdves. " 

16. Leaden Spear-Shaft Found in Location of Famed Artifacts 

TM! T!port is on! oj the on/y 1La ias ill che pre. :r cOllcerning thl? ßash-itl-the-p afl u fl iver ity-run 

cm1lil1tiol1 oftht>SilllerbelL RMd site. le tOllcems artif acts2 and 29, which turned out to be mis.\ing 

plem bflo1lging to the pn:vi!lusly discovered artifacts 25 ,md 27, both excavated by the Bem dig 

((11m (hrett yeal':i be/ ore. Notke the find are Clllled "rd ies, "not artifactr or objeclJ. They were never 

ü/llellforied by thc U niversit)I. No records wen! kept 0/!irll1d's eXCflVtrI ion, and i1 l(lfiS ~brupt!y shut 

Jowll.!hon0' rifterwartls. Arizona Da.ily Sta r, Februnry 17, 1928. 
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Many Scientists Present at Excavation ofNewest SilveI'bell Archaeologic D iscovery; 


Dean Butler Attests to Fact T hey Are Not 'Planted' 


M r. Cosulieh anllounces the discovery of "rwo fragmenrs of a leaden spear-shaft fou nd ar the 

third limekiln on the Silverbell Road." John Hand, an employee of the University ofArizona. 

located the reHe pieces, but waited unri l the experts arrived to photogra ph and remove illern. 

D r. Gordon Mom ague Butler, Dean of tbe C ollege of Mi ncs and Engineering of the 

university, extracred the p ieces. H e also stated that the soil showed 0 0 evidence of any recem 

discu rbancc. 

Dean C U11lmings states, "The t'V.'0 fragmenrs removed roda)' were fo uod at the same 

horizon level as mose excavated t'V.'0 and a half years ago. T herc are indications that tbey wm 

washed down wirb rne soil ro their p resenr position. " 

17. Byron Cummings Was Fooled Onee 

Rept'inted/rom 1934, this item comes fmm tbe 1980s at fl time when everyone had made 1tp thei,. 

mind abmi! the Tucson A,·tifiu:ts. lt :ried the finesse the controven)'. From T he Old Pueblo 

Cbronide: A 75-Year H istory ofthe O ld Pueblo C lub (1 907-1982), April 12,1934. 

Dr. Byron Cummings. Professor ofArcheology at the University ofArizona, Director of 

the Arizona Stare Museum, and President of the U niversity ofArizona, was famed 

world-wide as an archeologist, but onee he became the victim of a T ueson hoax. 

Dr. Byro n Cu mmings (OPC), professor of archeology ar th e Universit)' of Arizona, Director 

of rhe Arizona State Museum on ehe UA campus, and President oFVA, was F.uned world-wide 

as an archeologist but once hc became the vicrim of a T ucson hoax. 

C ummings was an instrucror oflanguages, Greek and Latin, and Dean of Ans and Sciences 

at the University ofUtah. He came to ehe VA in 19 15 , aod rose to its presidency ill 1927. He 

had discovered ancient temples in Mexico aud earl)' Indian ruins in this countr)'. 

I n September, 1924, two T ucson men, C. E. Manjer and T. W . Bem, discovered artifactl 

made of a metallic al10)' oflead inan old ti me kiln near Silverbell road , norrh ofT ucson. Thc)' 
brought sevcral items of crosses, swords and spears co C wnmings. T he an ifacts were engraved 

with Latin and Hcbrew word~. 

Cummi ugs and other UA scienrists determined eh at the objects were made prior to 1539, 
the comi ng of the Spaniards ro ch is pan of the world. They bore d ifferent dates rJDging frQm 

560 A.D. co 900 A.D. C ummings was eonvinced of meir aurhenriciL)', as was Or. A E. 

Douglass (OPC) and C harIes T. Yorhies (OPC) , UA scien tists. 

If they are authentie, dley would "wholl)' upser American hisrory," because tbey were 

tho llght to have been ca rried to this loca li ty by an unknown ban d of Roman vis itors. 

T hc artifacrs were displayed in rnestare museum. T he un iversi ry planned ro buy [hem from 
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Bur doubrs began t arise in (he seien ine w rld. In 1926, Or. Fran k Fowler, narionally 

known arehirecr (?), charged d lat d1ey were a hoax. T be engravings on me piecc:s. he sajd , wer 

Lopied material. Inscriptions 11 tbe cross s, he said, could be found wo rd for word and often 

in [he same ehr nologicalord in arious books on La til1 grammar. 

In 1928, Har ard ~Hch logist 01', G. C. Vaitlard called tbcm fa kes. He said, how ve r, mal 

the "e planarion o f their di cover)' under a heavy layer of ca liche presenred an areheol gica l 

problem." 

There were o ther eharges of fakery from the scienrifl e ommuniry. E mbarrass ing d ubrs 

began to form in Dr. C umm ings' mind and fi nall in j, nuary, 1930, he con luded [hat the 

discoveries were Fakes. He wro t a m emo rand um to the sta e, rceom mending mat rhe relies, 

sti ll on di p lay in the mu eum, not bc pu rchased . Holes bad been cu into [he hard eaU he 

and the reUe, had been inserted . ne hole, ho lding a piee of a sr r, was la nger m an the 

fragmenr ir el f ne cra s, originally though t to hav been carried by the v i ~iting Romans, 

weigh cl 4 pounds , a burdensome pie w o hcavy co be carried on a m reh . T he most 

Jevasr,ari ng pieces o f e ie! nee were tha t the metal was fO lmd ro be imila.r to a e m rnon 

pr s nr-day allay and im bedded in the ide of a cross was a pie e of copper ore, d assed by 

minirrg e"'pe rts as coming from the Bi bee, AZ area , 

ummings was ha ri nned but not p rman ndy tu rned a'wa from further areheoloO'i 

discoveries. He continued to discover and explore aneient India n ruins. He died in 1954 in 

Tucson at me ag ' of9. . 

Lori Davisson. he;1d r areher ar the Arizona Hi torica l Soeiery, Si1YS that occasiona l 

rcqucsts sti l! corne frorn outside of Arizona, asking for in formation on ,he UR nun" artjFacrs. 

There is li rde more that he ca n otter. he says the Man ier and Bellt descendanrs. now livi ng 

in California, S3}' they im fl Olhi ng o f rhe I cation of the rel ies , 

either appa.ren tly, dües anyone el. e. 
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