
litt 
;TZ, i. 
Lus fitld 

I S '1 IPT/ONS ND TEXTS 

14. Prayer co Tezcatlipoca 

The Toftees hüd a higUy organized religion. A rcheokgists have mClpped pilgrinulge /'O ules that 

extended from Miehoaerli7 and rhe (."'hrlkhihl/ites homeland in \Vest Mexieo to places in the 

Ilmericai/ SOllthwest; They hCld epie fegends, pl'iö·tly orders, thei l' OWli writing system and 0 grerlt 

fOlldness fo r sp eech makillg 011 rl/L oecmions. George Kennedy, among athen , has studied their 

rhetorie thl'ough Aztee cOlltilluances. The/'e is 1'10 reason not to befiel)/! du: Tucsoll Basin served flS CI 

vital hearth Jor cross-c1Iüura{ inJluenees between the To ltee Chiehirnem ({ t/d "Roman " people)' 

during the Piolleel' Period of the Hohokam and beyond The Toltees' homeLand, described ({J 

Huehue TlapaLfan, meanillg "OU Red Land, "WtZ)" evidentiy idmtieal lUith the city 0/Rhoda and 

Rer! City to the South ofthe Hopis. Tfapal/rll! was the originaL fall d tIQuetzaLcoatL, and the COW111')' 

to IUhich !Je was u1'Ked to return befol'e his dealh. After 900, the direcäon o/th!? ,p rNu/. o/civifization 

lUd rn'ersee/, taking Kokopefli, cI~fl d1Uellings ai/d Quetzd!coad hack )'0u thward. The primitive 

!lztec.,"/oL!owed simi1m' trading prHhs and mEt up witf., thdr more civilized Uto-AzteCllrl speaking 

preciecessors and others in the VaLLe} ofMexico IJrmllld 1000. To he/p the reader imaginc 0 depth 

oIpJ)'ehology tlnd po/üh o/manners incapabk ofbeing eonveyed by Ihf mule 'toms IIfzd petroglyphs 

l/i/ci poltery sequeuces o.(flrcheology. hae i, ofle oIthe fong, ekgaTltly expressed p rllyen to the roltec 

god Tezüu/ipoerl presel'1m! verhatim by SahagutI in the sixtenlth centur)'- !t was rituafly spaken 

/rom ON high by the ehiefpriest 1Uith the peopLe msembled (md p resent lind is fit/ed "Pr{~yer to 

rczttulipoCtt, Used b), the Priest in Time of Pes/i/mee. " Others, giV('/'i at lengt/; by Bal/aoft and 

taken /rom [he same source, include prr!:)lers 0/dai/y grace, hz ilLness, /01' succor against poverty, fö r 

jimor i11 wartime agail1St lhe enem}, Jor a lIewly clected ru /er, excommunictltiofl and to get rid of fl 

ru/er, conjf:ssion and rlhsolutioll alld d anksgilling by a ruler. 111 langllage ami style Toftee rhetoric 

(/ I/(,{ (0 I7Ipnsitio 11 compari! welt Witfl the Lrttin writtell during the Carolingian renaissailce revitJing 

G,eell ({nd Rorrlffll eloquer/ce-or lUith ,hat 0./ Ihe Hebrew Bible. for that matter. Comider, flr 

i l/SffltlCf, this prayer o.f the ru leI' giving thtmks to Tezcadipoca: "See good, 0 Lord, to f{iZJe m!! a little 

light, thol/gh it /Je oilf)' rlS mueh as fl fire j6' give., out; going ahout fit lI ight; to light me in this 

dream. in Ihis file asleep that endures rZsfor r7 da}; where rlre 'ff/rtrly thiJws to tum ble ar, mimy things 

ro givt' (} (Ca:,iOil fv r Lrlughing rlt o" e. man) thing-s Ime a rugged road tfmt has 10 oe gone ova by kaps. 

All this has to happen in the po.,itiOil thou hast p ut me in, giving me tf~y SCüt rmd dignifJI (pp. 29­

30). " We ean imagine pllMie p rt1yerr Like this being o.fftred in 1I Uto-Azr. [{tri language Jimi/ar to 

PilTlalPripago or i 1l the Purepecha wnguage 0/ the [rli'OKtll/ colonistIon Tumamoc Hilf, in 

Sliakerown, <1t the St. M tlry 's Site, Hodge:; RJlin, G'rnuelCOJ'a Grande Oi' at Chaeo CItIIY{IJI, flS welt 

{li in La Qllemada, Altrwistll, Ilolt/ frz, Tu La, Ch"fchihuites, Cu!it/erin, Amt/pa, EI Opeizo. Crlsas 

,mildes 01' G'lIr1Sl1l.1e. The O1Jertones wit/; a Jewi~'h Jyrwgoguc praya rIre striking. The impfieit 

Iheo{og;y o/ One G'od j ' astanishing. H uber! HOlUf Bancro(t, he N ative Races: M rrhs and 

l.a nguages (Sall Francisco: Bcmci'Oji, 1882), pp. 200-204; trrl1ls!rlted ji-arn the Sprm ish of 

Bemarciino de Sahagu1/, who set down thepm}er idong with mrlrl)' othen- ofg,-eat length Farn field 

resetl/'ch conductcd with I ahllrttl )peakers in TepeopuLco, Hidalgo, a/Jou.t 15 -0, illcludillg it in his 

rllcyclopedic lUo ,.k Hi mria tJeneral de L cosas d la N u va Espaüa (p. 132, n. ( 1). 
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MEHCilANT AD\'t::;."f"nnu :n KlNGS OF HI-I O DA 

o mighry Lord, under wbose wi llg we 6nd defense and shelter, thou art invisible and 

impalpable cven as night and the air. How can I tha t J m so mean and würthless dare to appear 

before rhy majes ry? Stu tteri og an d wirh rude lips I speak; lLOg"ainly is the manner of my speech 

as one leaping among furrows, as one advancing unevenJy; fo r a lJ this I fea. ro raise (hi.ne anger. 

and to provoke instead of appeasi og [hee; nevermeiess (hou wilt da umo me as may please 

thee. 0 Lord, thar has t held jt good to forsake us in th ese dal's, according to the counse! m ou 

has as weil in heaven as in hades,-alas for us, in thar thi ne anger and indjgnarion has 

descended in these day,<; upon us; alas, in tha t the many and gri cvolJs afflicri ons of thy wrath 

have overgone and swa\lowed us up. coming down even as stones. spears, and arrows uran the 

re tcbes that inhabir the earrh,­ this is the sore pestilence wim whieh we are aHlicted and 

almosr destroyed . Alas. 0 vaU ant and all-powerrul Lord, the com moo people are almost made 

an end of and des troyed; a grear destruction and ruin m e pestilence already makes in th is 

nation; and what is most pitiful of a1l, rhe li trLe children (ha t are innocen t ami understand 

noming, only to play wi tb pebbles alld to heap up linIe mou nds ofearm, they roo die, broken 

aJld dashed to p ieces as against stones and a waJI-3 th ing very pitirul aod grievous ro be seen 

for there remaj n of thern no t even those j n ~he cradles, nor rhose rhat could not walk nor speak. p il 

Ab, Lord, how a11 things become confounded; ofyoung and old and of men and women mere s 

remains neither branch n or rooe; thy narion aod th)' pcople and thy wea1th are leveled down 

and destroyed. 0 Oill' Lord, protector of alt most vaJiant and most bnd, whar is this? Thine 

anger and thine indignation, does ir gJory oe deligilt in hurling the srone and armwa nd spear? e~c 

Tbe fire of the pcstilence, made exceeding hot, is upa n cllY nation, as a tlre in a hut, burni ng eh 

aud smoking. leaving noth ing uprigh t or sound. Tbe grinders of thy teeth are em ployed, and I'CI 

rny bi trer whips upon (he miserable üf thy people, who have become lean J.l1d of lirrle cl, 

substance, even as a hollow green cane. Yea, what doest rhou now, 0 Lord, mos t srrong, m 

compassionare, invisible, and impalpable, whosc wi ll aU thi ngs obe)', upon wh ose djsposal LI 

depends (he rule of ehe wodd, to whom alt is subject,-what in ehy divine breast hast thOll Lc 
decreed? Peradventure has dlOU altogether forsaken thy nation and thy people? H ast m Oli WI 

verily determi ned tbat ir unerly peri sb , and [hat there be IlO more memory of it in me world, al 

rbat the peopled place becume a wooded hili and a wilderness of stones? Peradventure wilt fc 
thou permi t [hat the tem ples, and the places of prayer. and m e altars, built for my service, be o 

razed and desrro)'ed and no memory of m em be lett? 15 it indeed possible w at thy wrath and eh 

pun ishmenr and vexed indignation are altogerher implacabJe and will go on to the end CO our a1 
destruction? Is it already 6xed in thy divine COUDSe! m at were is ro be 1)0 mercy nor pit)' for [h 
us, unul the a rrOW$ of thy rury are spent tO our urter perdirion and destrucrion? ls it possible eh 
that this lash and chastisemcnr is not giveo fo r our correctioll and amend mcnt, bu t onll' for ae 

ur total destrucrio n alld oblitera tion; that me su n sh all nevermore shine upon us, bu r that we lh 
must rema in in perpetuaJ darkness and silence; that nevermore thüu wilr look upon us wirh kr 
eyes of mercy, nei ther litde nor m uch? Wilt thou after th is fashio n destroy the wretched siek ~ 

m ac can not fi nd rest n o r turn from side to side. whose mouth and reeth are tilled wi th earth fe 
and seurP Ir is a. sore th ing to tel! how we are aU in darkness, having none understanding nor dj 
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sense CO watch for or ai cl Ol1e another. W e are aU as clrunk -n and without ul lder tanding, 

without hope of any aid ; l.ready th little ch ildren peri hof h u ncrer, for [h er is none 0 give 

dlem food, nor d rink nor consolation, nor ca r $-none to give the b reas[ tO them eh ruck; 

für [h ir fathers a nd morhers have died and I,ft them orph 11$, su ffe ri ng far th in of the ir 

Euhers. 0 our Lord, all-powerful, fuH of m erey, our refuge. though inde cl thi lle a nger anti 

indizna rion, thine arrows ami stones , have sorely hu rt is poor people, I r it be as a fa the r or 

amorher that rebuk children , pulling thei r ears, pin hing their .um., whipping them wim 

neldes. pouring hlJ l water upon thern; all being done that they may am nd their puerility a nd 

ehildishness. T hy cha cisemenr and ind ignation have lord d and p revailed over these thy 

servan lS, over thi s p or peo 1e, even as rai n !all ing upon the trees and the green cane., being 

tOllchcd of the wi nd, d rops also upon th se thae are below. 0 most com passi na t Lo rd. thou 

kno rhat the common folk are as d li ldren, [hat being whipp<::d chey cry and ob and repent 

of what they ha e d neo Peradvel1 tll re, a lread r these po r people by reason of thy chastisement 

weep, sigh, blame, and mLlfmUf aaaio T th mselves; in eIl}' presence they blame and bear 

witness againsr rheir bad deeds ,md uni h themselve eherefor. u r Lord most ompassionate, 

pitiful , noble, and preciolls, let a rime be g iven the people tO r pem: let the past chasrisement 

sufflee, let it end here, to begin ara in if [he r form ndur not. Pardon and overlook the SÜlS 

of the pe pi ; cau e thin a nger and they res ntmenr 0 c s ; repr" s it ;} , in within thy breast 

rhat it d sr.roy no fa rther; I t it f sc thefe; let ie cea e, f, f 0 a su r ty non ~ a n avoid dea th n r 

esca pe co any place. W e owe [[i bu te to decnh; and all th t live in ehe world ar' the vassals 

thereof; rhjs tribute shall every man p y ith his life. None sha!! av id Fr m following death, 

for i[ is [h messenger what hOll r oever it may be sent, hungering a nd d1irst:ing aJway to 

devour all tha t are in the world and so p werful thar none shall escape j ehen indeed shall every 

man be pu nish ed aecording to I i deeds.O most p itifi.d Lord , at least cak p ity and have merey 

upan ehe ch ild.r n tha a.re in the cradJes, up n [hose that ';tnnot walk. Have mercy a lso. 0 
Lord, up n the poor :ll1d vel rois fable, who have nothin a to eat, not to cover thems Iv s 

withal, nor a p!ace to sleep, who do nor koow wh:u thing a happy a. i1;, whose day pa s 

<11(Qgerb~r i! pain, a ffli c ion. and sad ness_ T han dlis , wer ir not bett r, Lord, if thou should 

{orger to have m r u pon the ,oldi ers and upon the men of war, whom thou wi lt have need 

oC sam time; beholJ ie i- better ro di e in wa r a nd go to serve food anel d rink in th house of 

the Sll ll. than to d ie in dlis p cil nce and de end ro hades. 0 m osr srfOng Lord, prote tor of 

aU, lord of eh ea.rth, g v rnOf of the world, and universal master, I t th e span and sari fuc[ioo 

[hou hast al ready taken in thi. past punishm nt uffice; mak an end of thi s smol e ao d fog of 

thy resenrmeJlt; qu nch <11 0 the burning and cl troying fi re o f rh ine ang r; let sereniry come 

and cl roes; let eh· mall bird s o f rhy peopl begin to ing and ro app roach rhe su n; give 

thun quiet weach so (hat [bey mayeall their voi es co reach thy h ighness and thou mayesr 

know them . 0 () ur Lord most st ron , mo l com passi onare, • n mOSt noble. rhis linie have I 

said before rhee, and I have noth ing more t say o nl r to prosn-ate and throw myself a r rhy 

feet, seeking pard n tor the fau lts of this my p r~lyer; ce rta inly I would I remain in [hy 

d.ispleasure, and [ have 110 othcr thing to say. 
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11 NEWSPAPER REPORTS 

On September 13, 19 24, a Tucson police.man and his family \venr for a Satu rday drive in theil' 

car. O n their way back frorn Picture Rocks, a loeal peuoglyph sire, they stopped JU S! pas t N ine 

Mile Waterhole on the old We.Hs Fargo stagecoach road to look at an abandonecllirne.kiln. A 

path had been dug out up the seve.n-foot-high slope to the base of the ru inecl kiln. Eight and 

a half feet north easr of the ki ln 's cast perimeter, at a point five feet, five inches below grou nd 

level. erosion had uncovered a d,u k object sticking out horizonrally th ree inches from a wall of 

cornpacted soil and alluvial gravel. 

Tbe policeman was CharIes E. Manier, a disabled Wor/d War 1 veteran who moved to 

T UCSOD for his health in the early fall of 1920. The limekiln was ehe fifth one of its kind on 

SilverbeU Road, abour eight miles northwest of dowI1town T ucson on the west side of the 

Santa C ruz River. According to eyewirnesses, Manier tapped the obj ect with his father's 

walking stick and "the metallic sound givel1 otf arrested the party." Not being able to pul! the 

object frorn the so lid layers of accumulated caliche or Urne embedding it, Manier fetched a 

small army rrench pick and spade from we car. He excavated a heavy cast lead cross whose 

lump)" rugged exterior measuIed 12 inches wide on the cross-a rms and 1]1/2 inches rall when 

stood upright. 

O n thoroughly clean ing the cross it was di scovered that ir was made in two parts held 

togethcr wirh leaden rivets wirh a wax subsra.ncc simi lar [ 0 beeswax or some cype of animal 

fat berween the rwo halves as a preservative. T he weighr of the cross is 60 pounds. Ir is 

rough I)' made havi ng the appearance of being molded in the rough ground and on we 
inner surfaces of both the pattS are Lari n inscriptions. 

T he cross was buried in a pard)' excavated or eroded hil I and was abou t 65 inches below 

the original surface, in a time or Cl liche formation. T he composition of the earth strata 

above the object was as follows: 

On top, about wircy incl1es of piled-u p loose rock and dirt, and below chis, about 29 
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. E\VSP.\PLH RFPOR'I. · 

inches ofthe rigina l vi("in undisturb d soil , while th oe, r srratum consisced f about 26 

in 'hes o f 10 se aliche and belmv th i was a stra tu m of solid "aUche. T he er ss was fo und 

in (he 10 se ca li che, .vell down toward mt: olid liehe (Bem Papers, ~ lde r 22) . 

T h n I day, on a Sunday, an excited parry of univer iry p rsonn 1 aod srud "nrs under 

acring m useum direcror Ka rl R llppert w nt to d1 disco e ry site wirh Ma nier an d his brüther 

Joh n. Th y e.xcava ted the second art ifact, a fla t hll nk of il cribed caliche resembling a 

rrial1gular rombs ton. It wa fou nd embedded in a horizontal position on its side two inches 

betow ehe fi t aniract aod bore thc: d a. te A.D. 800. 

second dou ble cross (3AB) would b extracred from ehe same epeh twenry-eigh r inches 

furrher im o the h iU a l ng the same trench two momhs !arer, o n N ovem ber 28. Over the next 

year, twenry-five m ore artifaces wer ex avat d a t the same level, al l in horizontal positio ns, 

where the)' evid ntly had fal len over nd be 0 cover d by se imenta rion. In addieion to six 

inscribed cro ses (1 -7) eovered with L'u ilJ inscriprjons, two neh llsh ra nswith H ebrew (1 8 20), 

one in rhe sh ape of J. Celric cross with a ra ttlesnake (18) , and a paddle-shaped m il ira ry standard 

displaying a m irer, fi eld des ign , temples, axes , C ross of the La tln Parriarch aod the date 705 

(13) , thefe were wbole or fra O"lIleutclry swords and spears (B-l 2, 14- 17. 19, 21-32) . 

The sro of the d iscovcry of ehe T ucson Artifact an be followed in comem po rary 

newspaper ace u nes in exhallstive detail. T be xcavator· kept meticulous n n!s a nd ma inra ined 

several card files abOlIt field operations . Byron um miogs, the sen.ior arche logi r involved, 

eems to hav mai mained papers and correspond nCt:. H e wror a " Fina l Repo rr" fo r the 

Uni rs iry o f Arizon 's lawyers, offtce rs and trust es in 1930, u nde! d ures, wh n excavario ns 

were abandoned. 

Although rh e a rti facts wer [amotls eno ugh ro be hand ca rried by lImming aroul1d eh 

cou nt!")' and sh0\> n 0 exp n:s a r [h P abody M useum, Ca rn gi Instimte and Smirhsonian 

Insti tution , ther is no ment ion. of any ITC reis c ncerning th m in the rnd ing aids of these or 

an}' other lt:arned bodies outs ide Arizona. T h Bem family rep a tedly o ugh o Hlcial rcc rcis 

and n t from E il H:Ull ,Cummings' succes o r, but rne.i r ffo rts w a lways rebu ffed . 

Li ke a feral ch ild appearing n [h utski rrs f to\ n, rh Tu so n crosses ca rne into th world 

luked, devoid f any hisrory. T h y have b n dothed wi rn theorie. :l.l1d hypotheses. Ther is, 

howev r, on revealing I c I a ngl Ero m befo r the d i covery, a tanta Liz ing earl ier epis de from 

m 1880s. Ir " as rnen tha t H ispan i labo rers in a limekiln ni lverbell Road rcmoved some 

tlnusual objecrs they fo u nd bu ried deep benearh the hardp an, called locally cal iche. 

Accordlng ro C vey, a crew f li me workmen "a roU lld l884" b roke through the top cruS[ 

ofcal iche eovering a deeply cl posi ted bench in the 'anta C ruz rive rb don Silverbel l Road co 

tilld a sublayer Ei ur to Ive feet think. Probably they us cl dynami te, a stan dard pracrice. 

They came upo n a cOllple f meta I S\ orcls, whim one f the fi nders gave ro h i ch ild ren, 

who in time lost them. E ither the same worker or others fo u nd ehre pie es f bone in 

the \riciniry in rhose early days, bLlt m useu m p rsonnel of rhe ne Iy-foun ed nearby 
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lERl'HANT A[)V ENTlJREH KlNCS 01-' RHODA 

U niversity of Arizona lost (hem. In 1900 a perrined animal skeleton was excavated at one 

of dle ki lns. T he museum subsequenrly lost it, too .... (p. 67) 

By 19 10, Covey adds, most of the ki lns serving mc pIaster a.lld srucco industry we.re 

abandoned. ALl of them except für the ske1etal sheUs of two bad beeJl wi ped from the lands cape. 

Today, even mese rem inders of T ucson's past are vanished. A large Portland cemeut factory 

arose downstream fro m the discovery site, testimony tO the rich lirne deposits worked in a prior 

day. In 1921, " kn ives of a blue-black rock" were found in rui ns on the Santa C ruz (see n.b). 

In early November 1924, Manier visited his friend Thomas W. Bem and showed hirn the 

caüche stone marker and heavy cross covered wirll Larin. A 28-year-old employee of what 

would become the Veterans Admi nistration , Bem had arrivcd in Tucson me same year as 

M anier after his own Ann)' discharge. He "vas a narive New Yorker. After same discussion the 

two formed a legal partnership for further eXCl.vations on N ovember 25, 1924. M anier was 

not physically able (0 pursue heav)' work. Accordingly, Thomas Bem was the d iscoverer of th 
second double cross (artifact 3), three days later, on November 28, 1924. 

T he sire of m e 1880 and 1924 discoveries la)' on public donujn land. Boldl)' seizing the 

opportuni ry this circumstance afForded, Bent rook up residence in a tent aod corrugated metal 

garage and even tualI)' man aged ro homesread the properry, d ig a weil and build a livable bouse 

tor his famil)'. He staked his claim on Februar)' 20, ] 925. O n November 4, 1927, pu rsuant to 

the Homesread Act of 1862, me General u lIld O ffi ce in Washingtoo issued l)atent N umber 

1009045 to h i m, signed b)' Calvin Coolidge. T he tract ofland was described as "the northwesr 

quaner of the southeas t quarter and the southwest quarter of th e 110nheast q uarter of Seetion 

eighteen in Townsh ip th ineen saum of Range th irteen east of the G ila and Salt River 

Merid ian, Arizona, conraio ing eighty acres." 

A rask force was now to rmed co conrinue excavations on Silverbdl Road.. Benr and Manier 

were its leaders. T bey h ired locallaborers and cominued the t.rench into me li meki ln hillside, 

maintaining logs, lIotebooks, ca rd fi les and derai led records that migh t weU be the enY)' of any 

professional 6eld archeologist coday. Dr. C liJtOLl J. Sade, a Un iversi ry of Arizona geology 

professor, advised Bent on the proper methodology for documenring the ongoing acrivities 

and resulring Bnds. Laura Coleman Ostraoder, who taught an in the T ueson PubHc Schools, 

tackled me Larin and strange symbols on the artifacrs. Latin professor Frank Fowler eontin ued 

his translations, seeking advice fro m a dozen or more experts , as shown by surviving 

correspondence. 

An artide in the Arizona Daily Star on September 21 , 1924 leaked news of me discovery of 

m e first set of crosses (lAB, the G reat C ross) wirh its embLazoned date ofA.D. 800 (Tl 3). 

After six crosses were recovered from the site (artifacts 1, 3-7) , ehe last rwo freed at the hands 

of a Mexican or India.n worker on rhe same day, Januar)' 24, 1925, with Professor Ruppert 

direcring their efforts, a serics of swords and spears began to emerge. T he first sword (artifacr 

8) was won from the ground on February 13 , 1925, whel1 , accordillg to Covev: 
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. . . Manier, his wife, a nd da ughter (hel, rem ved about a foot o f oil and caliche from 

the face o f me ex varion wall 14 Y2 feet di r cdy west of the first dlscovery, at the fi ve 

foot, fou r-i nch 1 I, and exposed a fi rmI -cement d , double-edged, nearl}' ewo-pound 

vo rd 17 5/8 in h lang (blade blA , hilt 4 11/ 16) . rts metal was th sam as (ha t of 

the cro ses butits e g v re ha rd and -harp. A eros wi d, an L, at the center of the 

crosspiec , sat fla n.ked on .im r ide by figu r s like nakes. On the orh r side r cu rred 

the geom .tr ica.l " H Id" design, Aanked by the letters Land I. 

O n March 28, 1925, a t 10:30 a.m., the scientist A. E. Douglass was aecorded [he hono r of 

pllll ing a second sword (1 1) from the treneh wall thirty-rw feet d isrant from lh spot of the 

first discovery six rTlonth befo r . rt resembled the first sword. D ou glas, at th time was lirecror 

of the newly bui lt Steward O b ervarory iJl Orade and head of the deparrrnent of physics and 

astronomy at th Ulliversity o f Arizona. Wi rh the support of the Smithsonian I nstitution and 

major funding from ehe Natio nal Geograph ie Sociery, he wOllld become th founder of 

dClldroch ronology in 1 29 and im S5 the U ni ersi ty's inaugura tio n o f the Labo rato ry for 

Tree-Ri ng Research in 1937. 

radually. mo r an el. mo re expens at the U wver iry were i nvolved, includi ng Byron 

Cumm ings, fou nder of me archeology program , clean and la rer presidem. Reru rning from 

Mexico in the fall o f 19 24 , and res umi ng d irecrorsh ip of rhe Ariw na H isrory Museu m, 

ClI mmings took an in e singly acrive illte rest when a dern ie d llti and new seas ns at 

Cuicuilco d id not pre mpt his time. He was present for the exeavarion of a sword bJade and 

r I ased a sCl temCl1t 1O the pr s sripu laring, " I am n inc d rha t .. . the arrides ta.k n fro m 

lIndistllrbe I d P süs and bedded so deeply and eompletely in eali he ... are genui ne" 01.10). 

~um millgs would e l1tlla.tlr broker an abortive sponsorsh ip o f the excavations by the 

University. H was presen t in an oHlcial capaci ty when the las t arri m t wa~ raken &om eh soi l 

in 1929. 

A YOllng E mil W . laury, des ined ro rule the Arizona ar 1e 100")' scene for more th n h If 

a cenrury, A. E. Douglass, fo under of the ciene<.' o f tree ri ng dating, National M useum cura ror 

ei l Judd (C llm mina ' n ph ), geology p ro fi sSO r T homas . Loveri ng and variou xperts 

at ehe C lieg o f M ines and ngineeri g became involved . Photographs were ireulated, 

rubhings and tacs imiles made, meta! assa an d radio rbon dacing u nd rtaken anel. a Au rry of 

I rters sem off t t.he ea ts of learning in Washingtol1 , New York, I-iarva rd, C hicago and 

Oxtord. 

On February 11. 1928, a pi na ry gathering o f experts was assem bl cl fo r the extracti n of 

a broken speRr shaft (artifact . O. 1I. 16). Joh n Ha nd.. cond ucror of excavations for d1e 

niversi . allo red [he lead frag ment ro ]je in place after its pa rti al unco vering unti! ie could 

bc ceremonio usl rext racred :llld pl lo rograp.hed by the !oeal press. Dr. ;urion M onrague ßu tler, 

Dean of rhe C ollege of Mi nes and E ngi neering ar the Un iversil")' 0 A ri 'l.O na, ceremoniollsly 

puU ' d the artifact free and held it up . decla ri n cr "that m overlyinb so il gave no evidence of 

havi ng been d isrurb d reeenrly." Among those in the scienrine pa rry wi rness ing the removal 
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of the shaft were: Byron Cummings, Pres idenr of the University of Arizona and "premier an 

archeologist of the Southwest"; Dr. Alex-a nder A. Stoyanow, Professor ofGeology; Dr. \X1illiam 

Horatio Brown, Assistant Professor of Geology; D r. T. T. Waterman, Associare Professor of 

Anthropology; Robert Reid, Fellow in Geology; Emil W. H aury, Fellow in Archeology; and a 

nwnber of sruden rs in Cum mings' archeology dass. 

An exact account of du:: redamation of each arricle from the ancienr bed of alluvial deposits, 

complere wirh witnesses , dim ensions and details of the inscripuons in Ladn , H ebrew and 

"proto Chinese picrographs," can be fo und in Covey (1975). H is chapter, "Excavarion of the 

First T hin een Artitäcts" covers the dates September 13, 1924 , when ehe G reat Cross came to 

ligh t, [ 0 April 4, 1925 , when the Bent-Manier [ eaill discovered arrifact 13, a lead labarum or 

ceremonial standard. D uhbed the Paddle, or Fan, this objecr added a wealrh of rel.igious 

imageI)' and pusbed ehe hiswrical conrext of the eme.rging enigma back ro 560. 

T he lead labarum (anifaer 13) weighed nve pounds, four ounces. The "fa n" part 


measured 10 IA inches long by a ine wide, widl a 12 5/8-inch handle. Ir exhibi te.d superb 


engraving on born sides, the obverse surmounting a cap crown over t\VQ oblique swords 


and a large reproduction of [he "tleId" diagram, whicb separated the ini tials La nd 1. Two 


three-masted boats filled in, and th e tholos temple with T O B. beneatb, occupicd ehe 


"fan" base. Below T O B. ran the surprising legend: ANNO DOMINI DLX O n the 


handle appeared the curlicue decorative device, a patriarchal double cross-armed cross, 


and the Roman letter N. T he reverse side repeated the tholos, ehis time with a patriarchal 


ross arop the dome, and A.D. DCCV belm,.., the T OB. A large patriarchal cross stood 


below the temple. anc! a bishop's cap between the temple and chis separate cross. On each 


lower margin a batdeax suspended and, in the upper, a long-conical-horo-blowi ng flying 


angel and a chalice v,'ith a hovering dove, respectivdy. Were it not für the diagrarn 


labeLing the unknown land Calalus, plus the compos ition of the lead, we would conclude 


the eograving too flnely executed not to have been done long be.fore in Europe and 


brough t Qverseas as an hei rloom (pp. 81-82). 


O n ehe same day the lAbarum was discovered, a trurd s\>vord (a rti facr 12) Glmc to light. T he 

date was Sunday, April 5, 1925. T he location was 12 Y2 feet northwcst of the fi rst discover)' 

(C ross lAB) and at the same level. The rwo partners, Manier and Bem, used a pick and 

screwdriver to exrricate th is sword, whose crosspiece bore the Calalus "fi eld des ign" and whose 

blade exb ibited what was to become the most eonrroversi al engraving of all. T o everyone's 

amazemenr. ir appeared to be the clear oudine of a dinosaur, complere wirh forkcd rongue, 

massive hu mp and long neck and tail. 

In "The Next Fourreen. NocahLy tbe Pair wirh Hebrew Words" (83-97), Covey carries the 

log for.vard !Tom May 26, 1925 to November 13, 1925. Amid swords, spea rs and shafrs, 

several in !Tagmenrs, were rwo notable large crosses of unusual make. Credit for the discovery 

of the first of these belongs to Olle of ehe hired laborers, Antonio Corella. 'Xforking in well ­
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cemented ca li he ich ools re-sharpened daily because of ehe rough resisrancc f the deposit, 

Corella on August 29, 192 'S: 

... mrnbled a cerem onial cross (artifact 18, p. 221) w ith la rge pieces of adh ~ri ng caliche, 

from [he west w~ U 27 feet northwesr of ehe Rrst di s overy, by undercu rting belaw rhe six­

foo t level. Ir weighed (WO pounds, four aun . :s , with a sIender 17% -inch spear-headed 

hafi: and Bln-il! h ross -arm , the word CA LALUS oppearina o n the o bv rse left extension 

f the e ro s-arm. Th b r n-a ff b ttom of [he shaft wa ncyer tou nd. A ring circled the 

junctu re, and a r < li stie. nake twined th rough it, ies t:.1. i1 LI pping aero 's medaLlion, whos 

poinred blades p rojec ,cl a - a rudimentary econd ross-arm not quit haJf\vay betw n 

the main cross-arm and th br ken-oW lower nd of ehe upright sha fi:. T h Ieft:-hand 

blade obverse o f dl is mcdaUion bore the c a -of-a rms "held " design and dle len er L, m e 

right-hand rhe fum il iar bishop' p . Th r v rse, a flat too tball- shaped su rface, bore me 

Lari n ioscription which transla tes "We are born 11 m' a fro m Rome tO Ca laJus, a n 

unknown land. They came in Anno D omino 775 and h _odorc ruled the Peopl ." THE­

DO-RVS loomed engraved in three d ivisions o n rne r sum ing shafr bd ow. The 

" pirchfork" and m e oHLicue \ ere io ined by a new symbol r 0 , including an apparent 

snake head, on the obvcrse oE the cross sh. Fr, the pi tchto rk rep ated on the reverse, wh ich 

remai ned o th erwise blank except for the overspi ll ing of THE-ODO-RVS (p. 87). 

he second cross in the hnal season o r excavat ions uncler B 11( and Ma nier \NaS perhaps m e 

last big urprise the site gave up. It was anodler nehuh~·ttln or Jewish ri rua l objecr akin [Q [h e 

erp nr cross 18. Here is how C ovey describes the co ming tO light o f wlla t many referred tO 

bter as tbe Ten Command rnenes ross (see p . 2 22): 

Meanwhile, o n eptember 1, a labo rer had d iscov ed an exod r S5 wirh a er cent 

above its m ain cross-a rm, a t . ix feet in th west wall 31 feer northwesr of [h first 

discovery. It b y cernente a c u p le of inches benea rh a hundred -pound bo u lcler flrmly 

embcdd in the surrou nru ng ca liche. A heavy pick broke the bould :r from rne cross , 

whi h wa anorh r nehustan. It w igh ed three p unds, eleven ounces. res llpri~hr sha h­

with I l10b top measured 21 /16 inches. BelO\v th knob, be.tween two bulges o f the 

shaft extended tbe upmrned CllSPS o f a 5 3/8-il1ch crescent eros -arm. A 6 3 /8-il1ch 

straight eros -arm right-angled far the.r down, and a rattles nake entwi ned i[ a w II as th 

shaft bel w. 

This cresc nt-croSs lIehushtan was extrem.eI}' well wroughr, on rhe sam order of 

comp tence as d e kt!Jtmtrrt. Sunra}'s stream dow n from a m aj tic, rob d Jahw h [s i J in 

[he louds on tbe knob top. On ehe bulg below ir a air f herald angels rru m per away 

rom each o ther in fligh r; two avengillg angeh sw o p toward each oeher w ith clubs, on 

rlle crescent. T he f: 1iliar bishop 's cap wirh L on ir and LI benea rh it 0 c upies the 10wer, 

lesser bu lge. A snake crawls at the base o f the sharr, above wh ich an orher :lllgel aseends. 
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On the obversc, Roman nllmeraJs count to ten on the knob. A menoräh wirb seven 

burning candles fjlls the lower bllige. The bishop's cap ornaments the shaft seetion 

between the strajght cross-arms, which exh ibi t the rami liar cu rlicue; and incense smokes 

from an open receptad e on the lower shaft. O n the obverse, we particu larly puzzle ovcr 

me Lndian thunderbird which looks [0 his Icft ar the juncrure of bulge und crescem, and 

the "l\1aso nic" compass spread over an upturned square, on each horn of the crescent. 

T he L andLI bishop's cap follow in the lower bulge, and a medieval gloved hand below 

that. Hebrew words appear on both sides of this nehushttm as weil as of the other (pp. 

9 1-92). 

O n November ] 3, 1925, an intense fourteen-month period of discoveries ended on 

Silverbell Road with .l ohn S. ß em's finding of another small broken spea r point (artifacr 27). 

Credit for discovery of the firstspear (artifact 10) also belongs to John, who was T homas Bent's 

brotheT. He was responsible as weil for finding the last arrifacr, logged. in 011 March 15, 1928 

(32, a broken handle). 

Aseries of spea rs an d fragments of spears had started ro appear 011 Ma rch 4, 1925 wi rh rhe 

discovery of a bollow shaft (arti faCI 9). Few of the spears had markings, altbough, likc the 

swords, many matehed or completed each other. Ir was obvious that the crosses, tabler, 

standards, swords and spears aU belonged ro the sa me rrove. T he spears continued llntil the 

aba ndonment of ehe dig by ehe University of Arizona in 1928. Aside from Manier and rhe 

Bem brothers, the names of the following were also associated in the records with fi nds in the 

spear category: L. A. Borquez, Placido Oehoa, Ricardo BalancueJa, D r. Gordon Butler and 

Cbarles B. Conrad. 

Any one of these Bnds if made as tbe result oflone chance in the yean ] 925 to 1928 would 

have deserved a major announcemem in the <1mw s ofArizona archeology. 

Wi th 27 our of what would be a total 32 reli es u neartlled , the bul k of the excavarion work 

was fuüshed_ SoF.u, except for sha ring discovcries as [hey occurred with experts involved from 

the Univers ity of Arizona, the Bem team had kep t everythin g under wraps. T he Bents were ro 

show themselves seriolls and dlscreet stewards of the Calalus anifacts rhroughollt. T he Bem 

son, T homas • .l r., grew up sleeping on a bed wi th rhe preeiolls objecrs careflilly srored benearh 

it-an arrangement in rerrospecr not st ricrly sa fe from the viewpoint of possible lead 

poisoning. 

I n 1930, after with d rawal of universi ty sponsorsrup, John Bent d iscovered [he last rind , 

arrifacr 32. T here were now twenry-seven artifacts. T here were to be nQ more. The heady days 

of diseovery were over. Thc dossier was complere. The ve.rdier of pos teri ry slammed shut. 

By me 1950s, the topic was still in the SUI te news, if nor national reporting. Ralph Mahoney 

wrote an artid e in the Arizol1a RepubLic Oll January 8, ] 956, "Old Roman Relics? Scientists 

still are pllzzled by archaeological discovery of 1924." 
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MEHCllA:q ' ADVENTllHEH K/J\iGS O F !{l l( )))j\ 

/1/:' rel1. Prerustorie ReHes Found in Arizona 
!tlla 

Before (lrcheology arrived in Arizo1"lil about 1920, there were undoubtedh' fflafl.1' finds of "tIncient 
TUßI 

jorty­
relies" that went unreeOl·ded. Fron! 1909 eornes this report of "rebes of tl prehistoric race /.l.Jho 

Ilrl!
inhabited the Santa Crllz valley. " In the ver]' arell where om' Romani lived. eomtruction workers 

I lIil l 
buiLding rl dom brought to light "!.arge quantities" oftools and vessels at the same stratigraphie dept" 

n{ d u 
rlS the TUCS01'l A rtifilets, jive to seven jeet below the smflce. Such circumstailces seem to poillt to 11 

WfoJ
catadysmic mud slide that surprüed il1hllbitants living 0/1 the S(lllfO Cruzand buried their activities 

/,If/l fJ 
tmder ,I single layer ofsedimeJit thilt h(lrdened hlto wLiche. Nofttble in the flnlltlls ofbristlecol1e pine 

Sf:1!' iI 
tru -ring evidente i1re dÜNne! millimtl cflllSed b)' cold SililpS datecl to 899, 900, 902 and 903. 

GlItI,
Southu;est archeoLogists speak ofrl Grea! Flood in 899. Nlatthew Salzar, who wrotc fJ Universit)' 0/ 

;11 M 
A rizar/tl dissertation on dendrodimatolog)!, collapses the evidence illto rl single, Cr1Itlcly"mic "wellt/gr 

/1 
event" ldStingfrom 897 to 902. Louis Sruderi in an {lrtieLe pllblished in 'science mell tiolls an 881 

ellent. These weather ,.ecords have beeil tied to vokanie emptions. e{ll'thquakes, persistent clolld 

cover, abandonnzmt ofagricuLture, destmction ofeities, lamille, disease (md disruption oftbe Ei 

Nino Southem OseilLation. At Rhoda, the end ma)' haI!(' come in {I dra rnatic evt'1lt simi/4r to whllt 

happened in ancient Pompeii Oi' on the island of TlJera ill the mid-seeond millen17i1/m BCE 

Notable gLobaLfost elJmts are docul7Jt'IIted fi'om 1453, assoeiated with the 1451 erup tion 01Keiut 

in j ,w a and 1453 eruption of Kuwae in the South Pacifie (Hafff'/'uJ11, p. 64). Oliver, in ßtct, 
me1lliom earthqllakes {md senns to have (I p remonitioll th{lt, tls he writes, "the fi nal dAys are clf 

hand. " H e a~o speaks ofthe To/tees abaildoning their tOWIlJ, evidently seekillg higher g!'01md. Tbl1t 

thae tIlwt have been mtln)' cm'PseJ 0'ing about tlnd a dertdly contagion /0 IloU1S from his quoting 

R.JJ1llfln law abollt bUl'ying and bllnzing a dead mrlil in the city. T ombstonc Weekly Epitaph, 

D ecerl'l ber 12, 1909, p. 4. 

Relics of a prehi sroric race who inhabitcd thc Santa C ruz Valley, ie is believed . duri ng tbe stone 

age, havc come to li ght through excavations made by worloucn while engaged in the 

onstruction of the da m for the Santa C ruz rive~ Jbollt rwenry miles below the Leguirre 

[Aguirre?] ranch. 

From five to seven feet be!ow the surface workrnen have plowed up a large quantity Qfstone 

implements, including srone axes, utensils of various kinds amI vessels whose use nQw is 

unknown. Recend)' ehe laborers uncovered scveral specimens of the a lI as, vessels used to hold 

water. T llis, it is said, is a curious anomal)', as omer f1nds show a much greater age chan the 

Mex.ican ollas. 

2. Evidenees of Ancient Civilization Are Found West ofTucson 

Rober' F Gilder (1856-J940) !Ur1S {I joumafist by occuPlltiOJJ and archeologisf t11zd pail1ter 17;' 

avoeation. Although aN amateur, 17e belonged to the /:Jeroic jirJt gem'rflNOn of professio1ial 

archeologists a,u1 etfmologists that illc!uded Kidder, FeUJkes, Cushing {md other 1Jotables. In 191.9. 
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he retired fiwn l'Iew;-paper work in N ebraska tl1Jd visiled hisFiend Harold Bell Wl7ght, the nove/ist, 

uzter authoT of the bestseller h M ine with th Iron Doof (YIl I. 6), Gilder hoped to retire in 

Tucsoll but that never happened. \'{'/hile there, hOllJever, /;1' p ainled desert /andscapes arzd discovered 

forly-sroen m in sites. The fo 110 wing newspaper aceount was the result ofan impection of Tumamoc 

Hil! ulith Dr. 13.'1ron Cum millgs, heatl of the "ewal established dep artment of rtrcheoLogy at the 

University oIArizona ami director ofthe Arizontl Statl' MlIsf!1(m. 7 fie name Tumamoc meam "hili 

~f tbe magician', the horlted toad, " aJ/ allusion, evidendy, to the arrnor-cltld fo reigners who budt 

its fo rtificationr. Tumamoc appears to be the site ofRhoda, Jo r the appmaches to this lIf/US1ttl/ stone 

hilltojJ fO rt di plaJI Ihe trtldcmark R muf ninc-p etfded rose ofoll l" Romani. Frorn its summit one Cfln 

see in al! directions as Jar tlj- the Silverbell lv/oU/trains, Baboqllivt7l'i (md the Papagueria, the 

CntaLilltlS with Mt. ern771on, t!Je Santa Ritas, aJld the headwater of/he Santa Cruz rivn- in Sorwrtl 

;n Mexico (sec VlIf 11. The T ucson A1ining Districts elf the Dawll ojAmerican Settlement). 

lt ured to be thotlght that the etym()logy ofthe p/ace-name Tucson was "spring, place ofwater, " 

but Ihe coY/SenJ' ·/s todal derives it fro m 0 'odham ruk or scu k 'bfaek ' plus son 'begirming, at the 

foot, 'indicating thät the H ohokmn ertl city ofTlic Oll lay at the jooL ofbasaltic Tumarnoc H ilI, also 

reftrred to as the 'blllCk hili' (see Hardey, Pla e-names of o u[hern Arizona :ll1d Nortllem 

SOlloma). 

the soldier. 0/ CIJtll·l.emagne were not the first to appredate T urnal'llocs strtltegie !oeütion: 

archeologüts date its first stolle builclings 10 the third century BC E, lo ng before the SouthzlJest ' 

Baskem/i,lker cü;i!izatioll. The De n·t Laboratory mentioned i71 Gi/ders tepo!"t refers to an 

ilgritulturaL statioil establMJe(:/ by the Us. Department ofAgrimlture tmd flmegie Institution of 

\Y!ashingto!J in 1903. After beiug ITa"sjerred to tI/e Forestl]' Sert/ice, this imtallation was p urchased 

I~y Ihe Ullillmity ojAri:uJ1la in 1956. Toddy, the Deser/ Lab emd T umamoc HilL hold officia/ status 

m 11 Natim/it! Erwironmertt{J.l S tudy S ite, (l National H istorie LtlTldmark {1lld (L11 Arizollil Natural 

ArM, as welf (IS being 0 1"7 the National Register ofHistorie Plaees. A eees to Lh e pub/ie wa;- not ilJyured 

IlIIli! loeal activists for. cd the Univasity to open the site in _014. One ean flOW glimpse Oll (my 

givm cUlY hikers, fo reigrl totlri~-ts, weight walchers and p atienls fto rn St. M ary :, MedicaL CornpLex 

at the foot ofthe hili making their way to the top. 

AI the same time, Tumamoe remalm tl mys/ny, as the fo /lollJing two reports confinn. 13eCtlllse of 

(he rules 0/ the Desert Lnboriltory against distllrbing the gro/md the Imge .lite has never beeil 

adeqflfluly surlJe:yed or exctlvated The offices ofthe lab, eovering ttp tI'le best cofl.ltmction site on the 

bI/rh', ((re proteeted by the Natiomt! Historie T m st. The tombs or barracks 01/ ehr: top p arade graunti 

lire 110 !ouger cvident. Asphalt roadwa,ys andparking lots hmJe destroyed the oM wailI' and mmp arts. 

{mtresting shilped aguaros ([lid/ree-ranging dese!'t tof"toises are the m t/in bmeficiaries ofwhat must 

be cunsidered 011e af/he more bizarre p rojeetr ofAmerican scimee, origiTial1y stflrred by cily fo thers 

tri glltlrmltee Jedeml agrit:ulturaL school funds. Arirona (Sunday) rar, Febn/ary 23, 1919. 
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Ruins ofFortress and House with 250 Rooms on 'Mountain of Horned T oad' Found to pt. 

Surprise of Scientists r h< 
thai 

T he following is ehe substan ce of an address del ivered by Robert F. G ilder , archeologist of thc rl 

U njve rsity of Nebraska in O maha telling of the ancienr tQ rtress ou the Desen Laboratory b ill c 

jusr west ofTucsoll. T he title of the address is: "The Mountain o f the H orned Toad.." dis( 

"Among the man)' wonders of sou thern Arizona there is none more astonishing than Mount rod 

T umamoc, at the western edge of thc ancient city ofT ucson, and as its history is buried in a 

remore past SUdl facts as have been brought to light can be regarded as a beginning of the 10 Ir 

process of unravding the mass of evidence tending to prove that the mountain a nd its 

environm en t was once the center of an a.nciem civilizatio!1, juS! as no doubt attached to Casa .trl 

Grande in olden days. bui 

T umamoc in ehe Papago tongue ffi ea!lS horned wad, hence the 1nruaJ1S call rhe eminence the 

the "M Oll llta1n o f the Horned T oad," and mat very name is oue o f the proofs mat ehe preseHt 

aboriginaJ inhabitants of the surrou nd ing desen know litde or nothing of a people who jived 

on aod about the mountai n in the remote period when the preseO[ remains of their pueblos 

aud fo rtifl cations were new. 

Looking at the mOll ntain rrom tbe northwest the suffimit is shown as a straight line, a line 

toO even to be a natural formation and in reality a wall made by the people who bu ilt a pueblo 

upon the su mmjr of abou t 250 separate rooms for [he protection of their homes agaillst thc 

attacks o f some foe equalI)' lInknown. 

fo rtmcation Lines 

Upon aU sides of thc moun tain where i t js possible to reach the summit withour scaling a 

perpendic lliar wall there are three well-constructed !irres of fortifications. T hese a re not in a 

straight line surrounru ng the mou ntain, but are laid out with a knowledge of 

the mi litary vaJue o f the saJ ienr and they zigz.ag around, offe.ring co those on the inside of the 

fort the opportwli ty of an en6lading fire agaim;r an attack foe. 

A series o f bumps when seen from below give the mounrain i[s name. T hese oumps or 

e1evations are most no ciceable a r the nordl-west corner of the mountain and no doubt 

conveyed to the primi tive mind of the Illd ia_n an idea of their similarity to tb e bllmps upon 

the anatomy of the horned toad. T hese elevations are lookout~ nearly cücular in shape widl 

walls sl igh tly lü gher than other portions of the wall of whieh they are apart. 

All three forts toda)' are in m im; Jod appear as long lines o r rounded srones covering a 

ground space of about fiftee n to twenry feet and generally are abou! tom to fi ve feet rh ick or 

deep. The stones are usuaJly about the sire of a bushel measure, but there are many sIllaller 

stones that evide.ncly fi t in ro spaces berween the l.arger stones. Same of these fortS are several 

thousand feet long, and ehe work of cansrrucrion must have taken a lang time in )'ears or else 

a vast army of workmen. 
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Mortars in Rocks 

T he . ummj f umamoc is abollt 4,000 er above thc urrounding desert ami the area is 

possibly ehree acres. T oday rhe Im er 'ours of stone :Ire II hat rem ain of thc anc icnr pu bIo. 

The roo rns vary in sizL:, bur a re in rhe main I Ox 15 feet in id dimensions and are nnect d, 

tbat is, (he wa ll 0 ne, is ehe wa ll of rhos surro unding on 3\1 i d ~ bur on . The hOlls were 

prob3bly Ollt -rOom affa irs and wert: t rected abollt a central plaza, (feets radiating from the 

centra l poi n like the spokes of a wheel. What appears [0 hav " be n a large reservoir is al 0 

d' cermble and about th irty morta rs for gri ding corn ha bee n made in s me of th larger 

rocks. 

Fro rn the summit the view of ehe surrounding desert fo r mil in very direction excepting 

to the soumeasr is ll nimpaired and one can see mOlln ta in p aks sixry m iles off :ry di ti nccly. 

Three thousand feet belovv [he summit, loca ted on a considerable h lf or elevatcd plateau 

are the group ofb uild ings of the arnegie desert labora l ry and berween the sum mi t and the 

bwldings, a small group of rooms can be traced and pottelY and Hinr ch ips were obtained 

fhere. 

Pictographs Found 
At vari us e1evations are grou ps of pictographs cut imo the volcan ic ro k of which the 

mo un ain is com posed. Near he sum mit is a !arge group f pi m res one of wh ich seems as if 

it might have be n im nded fo r a groun d plan fehe sum mit pu bIo. nothi ng exacdy like ie 

having c n to [h tt nt ion f the wri er hererofore. 

On the non hwst side wher tbe I pe i parti ularly teep, I had n ti ed at a di, tan e of a 

couplc or miles wh,u appcared ro be a pav roadwa I ading toward the moumain t p and 

realizing th< t it cDuld not be a paved road 1 followed a wagon trad which wou nd ab ut toward 

rhe tollework umil I came to th I wer sid and wa able lO amine ..vhat had exci [ed my 

uriosi ty dose.!y. 

Measurem ncs howed th S o new rk ta bc 120 feet wid aod abollt 00 .t long and even 

:1 ca5L1al inves tigation showed th rcmains of walls and r carne [Q [he conclusi n eh 11 , and 

afrerward had a con ttrma ti n f it, (ha t th tonewo rk was th e ruin of a co llection of srnall 

one-room stan hOlls tha t nad be n built upon th I p ing side f the mOLlntain, one above 

me ether I ike srane steps. 

Discovery Commented On 

The few remain ing walls were of !arge inter t. T hey were built o f swn S over a foot in 

diameter fro m the mountai n-sidcs nd adjacenr dese rt d ose ro tbe foot of the mountain. In 

dle crevice berween the large stones, SIIL.'l!ler sro nes had been inserted u mil quite a compact 

wall had been fo rmed. I also l10riced [hat slow growi ng lichens had grown ver the walls 

somed mes covering everal tones. 

[ afrerward visired the rui ned pueblo with Prof. Byron , umm ll1<YS h ad of the deparunent 

urar h ülogy, niversity of Ariz na, who aa-r ed that I had dis 0 ereei a remarkable rui n. 

Dr. Cum ming stat d thar me ruins had n t been h r t fore discovered as ru ins , m ning 

mat \ hoc r used the volcanic b ulders fi r build ing purp es had no knowiedge that the 
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stones were once walls of an ancienr stüne srrucru re of over J00 rooms. 

Just wh)' the pueblo had beeil so plaeed on a si te so difficult of access, can onl)' be 

conjectured. 

T o rhe north of the mOllntain srretd1 away the foo rhills of the T ucson r;1 nge of saw-toothed 

crags and pinnacles and the never-ending srretches of arid cactus-covered land throllgh which 

the RJo deI Santa C ruz ru ns when [here is water in its bed, whieh is seldom nowadays. AJong 

the river wherever wa ter can be seeured are some of me riehest lands imaginable and it was the 

presence of these lands, capable of irrigation, wh ich had drawn tbe people who lived upon th 

mountain CO d1at part of rhe world. 

T his may be caJled a rheory, bur facts concerning other locali ries where extensi ve farmin o 

was carried on bya prehistoric people, remove elemenrs of eonjeeture and establish the met in 

bold characters. 

Ar the base of Tumamoc, o ne today finds a num ber of small n illocks which experience raid 

me covered ehe ruins of ancient pueblos and bouses. Arroyos have cut rhrough the deserr here 

and dle sides of me streams to a depth of five fee t are rhickly srueldeel with pottery fragments 

and village refusc. T he industrious badger wirh c1aws over three inches in length seems to 

deligh t in confini ng his burrowing activities to dlese hiUocks wirh the resu lt of placing under 

th e eyes of dIe explorer all sotts of objects used by the ancients who occupied dIe houses 

covered by the desen winds aod mOw1tall torrenrs. 

Find Preh.istoric Pottery 

Ever)' archeologist rakes advantage of the badger's industry and shell bracelets, rurquois 

beads and a grear variet)' of orher material is secured in looking over the düt thrown out b)' 

badgers. Mortars and merates weighing ten or more pounds are rh rown out by badgers, and it 

was their work, in fact, which led me ro excavate one of rhe h il locks. 

Prof: C ummings was my digging cornpanion on one occasion. T ba t day we wem down 

three feer and fo und a very fine specimen of decorated and gla7..ed prehistoric pottery. 

Announcement of the positive existence of glazed pottery in the valley of the San ta Cruz River 

is here made for thc fi rst time. Ir had been previously reporree! that spccimens ofglazed po ttery 

had been found farther norm in Arizona, but confi rmation of such discoveries had not been 

made in rhe knowledge of Dr. C ummings Of myself 

Other Discoveries Made 

he same day in a nearby secrjon of an arroyo our expedi tion d iscovered th ree camplete 

pieces of rare aboriginal ponery. ü ne was an olla ofabout thirty quarts measurement, another 

'Nas a find y made bowl, whi le the rhird, covered wirh a calcareous accretion when founel, 

proved co be a morruary urn, vermi ll ion in color, decorared exrernally wim an unique sero 11 

and triangle in green and black nearly an inch wide. 

Returning the foll owing da)' at the place Dr. Cummings and I had fowld tbe glazed pottery, 

further excavation disclosed the side of a pardy ru ined adobe wall . ( followed the wall down, 

and at about five and a half feet suuck me Hoor wbich my spade penetrated. Beneath tbe floor 

reposed the skeleton of a h uman bei ng. The long bones had been placed rogetber, and at olle 
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sid . was the skull . The bones were exceedino-l)' fraglle, an d id not last Oll x posure to the air, 

but the skulJ was removed emi rdy and pro cd ro be of a long-headed type, while ehe desert 

Indians today are a rou nd-headed people. T h is skull :md the stral ge pots and ollas found 

nearby are rh o nl )' th ings of their kind ever fo und in A rizona or el ewhere, and they are nmv 

among the valued a qui sition of (h great, reheolo ical museum in the Universiry of Arizona. 

Il might b stared r.hat other rraJlge slup and sryle~ of pottery diseovered in (he ru ined 

pueblo--ar the tOot of Oun Tumamoe are also in th rizona m useum. 

Ir must not be supposed that no other pottery has been fo und in th:1 t part of Arizona. Thc 

fact is, eh e whole sta re is 6lled wi th most w nderful eviden fa V:1st and anci t pula tiol1, 

bu t dl Mount Tumamoc sku ll and pot ry show an ent:irely differe nt meth d of e nsrruccion 

a.nd embell ishmenr wh n eompared with other speeimens [rom T ueson 0 1' any oth r seetioll 

uf the stare." 

b. 

lifro17}. Seni e (187--1960), ({ geoLogy pmjessor fi t the University, punZ/ed importtm t exp/.orations 

(l ild ulVtltions I1r01/1ld Tucson arte! fltl empted to bring to nationa! attention the 1IfLl/HW/ cuftu re 

be fOUl/ti, centered on stone-bui!t vi/!ages with fu rtl'esses datiil!." to the earlie)·t time, inctrtding the 

large f!oho/~tlm uilulge now covered bJI St. Mary)' f!o)pitl1! fit the nor/hem j oot 0/ Tumam oc Hi f!. 

NO!üble in this reportare "lmchipped stone kl/ives ofa b!ue-black rock. " Thesefinds m ay have ban 

oIfelld, either crystaLline in form 01' cast, Li/te the nuord, of the Tucsoll Artifact)·. Af)'o important 

were, arie ' tltypicaL )'ke!Nons, which he )-ays were given to the Arizo7'la Sttlte M useum. Altogether 

arie 'IIrveyed Oller 0 pueblos il/ the Tucsorz area, thollgJ. these surlleJ cannot today be accounted 

fnr, 1/0 /!lore than the "vast mllou nt 0/ mtlterial" he tl7/d C i/der turned ove/' to [he museum. 

Noteworth)' a[,o i5 his mention 0/ "tom bs" (UOp Tumamac H ili, and the uncooperatilJe re5ponst' 0/ 
Deser! LllbordlOry all thoritie)' to )'cientistJ" mriosity: '~)cientißc exarnination o/the.re ruins has been 

forbidden by the directvr 0/ thG' Laboratory. " Sari/? w imessed some 0/ the Tucsoll A rtifitcts ' public 

IIIwcilings, al/d ht: mpported their ttuthenticil)'. f-lis kita worf, collcmtmced 0/1 c07l.wLting reports 

Jor /ol/downers fi lld m iil il1 .c:ompan ies and water re '0 II rCl! p rojeets. Hixpapers octupy eight boxes in 

the Arizona Historicrd So iety, lvfS 1197. Sarle WIlS tle-lJer credited, tlS Gilder wanred hirn to be, jo;­

'lw flrchaeological triumph. " Arizona R publican (Phoenix), March 7, 1921, p. 2 (r1Yrinted in 

Arizona DaHy rar tlnd other p apers around [he sttttt). 

Ruins ofVillages ofAndent Desert Peoples Are Discovered Near Tucson 

What is termed ao archaeol gi I trium ph has been ae mplished by C. S. Sarle, professor of 

g log)' at ehe U ni er ir of rizona, who bas locared and survey d 3 sites of p rehistoric 

vilhges in th vici niry f T ueso n. Details of the dise ver)' were relate in arecent article in the 

TUC50n Star, which quoted \. ben F. G ilder. Sc.D., archaeolo ri r of tb Universiry of 

Nebraska, wh has spent m uch tim in Tu on investigari no­ the IOds, as sayiog Professo r 
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Sarle:'5 m onS have brougllt a oew prehistoric culture to ehe nolice of scienti srs. 

W hile Arizona h.as long been recogni:t:ed by arch.aeologists as o ne of the ri ehest stares in thc 

yieiding of prehjstoric treasures, almose all of the p reh istoric research by various instituttions 

in [his stare has been düne nQrth of a line drawn casr and west th rough Phoeni x, which 

comprised e.hiefly explo rations of c1iff dweili ag and adjacenr pueblos , accordi ng to Professor 

Gilder. 

The deserr region, the prese nt habitat of Pima and Papago lndjans, had been overlooked, 

Jn<Jjnly because li (de o f ardkteological in terest had been discovered there. To Professor Sarle 

belangs the credi r for proving the soumern Arlzona dcsert, especiaUy that seeoon Jyi ng about 

T ucson, richer in the remains oF prehisroric tribes tban any other sccriol1 of tbe entire state, 

hieb shows 
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Professor GUder said. 

"""f (he 36 sires of prehisto ric vilb.ges locared by Professor Sarle, the walls of th ree today 

show the iower course of stone, each conrainlng nea rl )' 70 woms and compoul1ds and none of 

which had been viewed by a scientisr before," Professor G ilder weites. "So far bu r one o ther 

ru in o f th is characte.r was kl1Qwn, siruated in the triallgle betwecn {'Im streams which issue 

fro rn tbe rnourhs of Sabino and Bear can yons, Santa Catalina mountai ns. 

"Thc th ree ruÜ1S are in a fi ne state of preservation. They He on me slopes o f the Torti.Il.a 

(Li n ie T urtle) lTortoHra] mountains in Pinal country, several miles from a public h ighway, 

which no dou bt aCCOUnfS for their non-discovery befa re [apparently the Canada de! Oro 

pueblos]. T he oth er 32 puebios were probably of sim Uar consttucrion, but nQw ther lie 

beneath the floor of the desert aJld toda)' show as small mounds or elevations si rnilar to those 

which cover the cOIupou nds abour Casa Grande ruins. 

"Professor Sarle aod Protessor G Uder , p rovided with perm irs from three departmenrs of the 

governmenr, coIJecred a vast amount ofmaterial from all 36 sites consi sring of unchipped stone 

knives of a blue-black rock [lead swords?], bea lltifuJly shaped and decorated pottery, so me of 

wh ich shows a true glaze; grooved srone axes, rnetates and manos, shell bracelers , hammer­

stones, Stone saws, paddles, etc. 

"One ratber singular and oursranding feature of the su rveys was an almost total absence of 

ch ipped stone implements and the inference fm'ces itself that, although these aneient peoples 

were able ro construet substantial dwd li ngs an d manufaeture high-grade po ttery they had not 

reached the ch ipped stOlle era. 

"Nearly all of the villages are located nea r mountain ranges rhat had been fortified as if fo r 

places of re fuge from enemies. 

"The most conspicuous fortifted mountain Bes wi th in walking dis tance of the center of 

T ucson and inside (he fenee of the Carnegie Desert laborato ry. T hjs mOllnta in rise$ abollt 

3,000 feet above tbe su rrounding deserr. lts s.lopes a re thickly covered wirh loose volca.nie rock. 

"At its nonhern base is tbe ruin of an extensive village or pueblo, and on the side toward 

T lIeson, on the fl ood plain of the Santa C ruz river, one or more vülages were di stri buted over 

abour 150 acres. Between this group of towns and the higb walled rnollDtain, which is called 

Twnamic [sie1 by the Papago l nd ians, mean ing horned toad, is a rock)' spur, m e summir of 
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which shows a wei l-cl Hned fortifiGltio n. 

"Abour rhi s spur and also ar various places on Mount T umamoc are numerous gr ups of 

pi r graphs-picrure wri ting of the :1l1cienrs- very few of which had bee t discovered up to 

my fit vi ir in the fall f 191 7. 

"Mounr T umam e was p r ted by three lincs of fo rti ft cations, rwo walls builr of lose 

rocks picked up from rhe surf..1ce zigzagcti ng abou t the slopes mor than half way t rh top. 

wh il a rhird fort crowns the dge of the p ak' sum m it. 

"O n th um mit itsel f, which is compararively 1 I, are [ruins] wh ich "'med to b a 

collecciot of roo rn o r maU houses, pr of of wh ich was eeu red befor I knew th rnounrain 

was not apart of the publie domain. 

"Sei n ti fi xa mil1Jri n of rh rwns has b en forbidden by th d irecror of the lab rat ry, 

who Sv rs m theory m ar the r orns are torn s. 'omparison of th e rooms wi rh scveral 

hundred s tone graves na nearby mountain showed that ehey were not s r all sim ila r. 

"Fou rreen m iles fr m Tucson nea r the road to Silverbeli [mine], is a splendid gr up o f 

picrographs. U nder the name ofI)i rure Ro ks rhe plaee is a fa ri te objeecive of picn ie panies. 

"Of eq ll3.! interes t, bur comparatively unknown, is ' small fo rrified mounra in elose by, o n 

the summi e of whieh still stan d 1- sm,ill stOI1e towers, p robably used as lookouts by the 

anci nrs. eveI1 feer of the walls of one are sti ll randing on fhe west side o f the summi t. Unril 

vi ited by Professor Sarle and myself in the winter of 1920 they had. been seen by less chan a 

half dozen peop le. rEd.: This seerns to be Signal HilI.] 

"Examinarion of the 3G rui ned p I blos showed a /10 ble Ja k of proj etile poi m and 

weapo!lS of war. ery few axes wer fou nd and not ver a half dozen arrow pints were 

reCO e ci, showing a 111< rked conrrast t vi!lage occupied b / he warri r tribes o f the north in 

prehist rie ti m s. 

" 0 t~1r as knowl , bLl[ Olle s eleron wruch can be aid to b I ng to m an ieot desert peopl 

who oecupi m vi llages descri cd has be n re ver d . 1n lh \ in ter o f 191 8 r found a 

k I ton beneach h flo r o f a hous ruin in t.he i!lag ar rhe northem ba o f M unt 

, umamoc lS. a ry' Hospital sire] . 

"Thc lang bone of th > skeleron had be n plac~d in a bundle and rhe sk I!1 laid near one 

nd.Th leg a d arm bone were rnere shells, bu r tbe kul I was r m ed from th xcavarion 

~ Irno t emire :Lnd has been pr rved. T he sku!l was pres nr d t rhe a rchaeological m us um 

ae rh U niver i f Arizuna. 

"Ir is decided ly d lichoeephalic. or lona , in marked eontrast tu rhe crania [of eh p resent­

d y Indians o f mac eetion,] whk h are brachycephal ic, or mund. I n February, 1 20, cavating 

in rhe same nti n, J fo und parts of' a norher skelewn minu m e skull. W ith rhe skeleto n we re 

some manos , broken potteIy "vh ieh migh t have been a fo d bowl, aod some brill iantly colored 

~roo , ro ether wirb whar had evidcnrly been a [ring o f shell beads o f a kind I never 

enmumered. cL e here. 

" In oth r villages cremarion was praetieed , Pro fessor, arie hav ing fou nd many mormary jars 

comain ing birs o f cal ined h U fllill1 bones . 
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"All of the portel)' [rom the anciem vilIage sites is of a high grade, boch in tex tu re and in wi rhin 

decoration, the lauer being in mallY colors and in tricate in design. In shape thefe were olIas of skul l j 

many forms and sOme exceedi ngly la rge bowls, cups or spoons and vessds made ro represent An 

birds and reptile.s." Em pire 

c. ::Ind 0)1 

pa per. 

Little alme ofSarLe:, tmnoullcerne.nt O/Cl /lew culture in Ihe Tucson Btzsi n. The fale ofthe skeLctol75 Thc 

Lmd /U·tij{zcts he tumed over 10 the Arizol1a State /Vluseum is ttnkllo w n. Thc "vast field Jor humar 

archeol.ogical research" he envisaged as a resuLt ofhis discoverieJ never materialized. This report on m 

his paper bejore the /lmerium Associalioll flr the Advancemmt ofScience is the last we heor o/the .lboul 

geologzst SarLe's ttgllm st-the-grflin llenture in Arizona Ilrcheofogy. Ari-wna Daily Star (Tucson), auribu 

Jimuary 29, 1922, p. 14. rocks . 

An 

D iscover Prehistoric Skulls in Arizona by Llv' 
Prehistoric Discoveries Located in Arizona by Prominent Archaeologists wher~ 

Prof. Sarle's Announcement 1s F irst in Scientific Circles ofExistence ofAncient Race Pr 

Many Facts C oncerning H abits of Ancients Revea1ed in H orne Sltes and T emporary tbe 

Camps Found by Professor Sarle acces 

The paper read Friday moruing by Prof. C. J. Sarle of tbe U niversiry of Arizona at the 

convemiOll of the southwesr sect ion of rJ1e American Association fo r the Aclvancemenr of 

Science, dea.ling wirh tbe prehistoric inhabitanrs of the desert surrounding T ucson, attracted 

undivided attention among the score of an thropologists attend ing tbe meeting. Prof Sarle's 

paper is the fi rst announcement in scienriflc circles of a race of people inhab iting this pan cf 

Arizona in a veJY remote past, and is sure to center the attention of scientific men in all pa rts 

of the world, scienrists attending the meeti ng say. 

Although a geologist actively engaged in teach ing [hat brancb of eanh science, P rof. Sarle 

saw so much to atrract his attention [0 the early dcsert while in me f1eld rhar he decided to 

secure some dara concerning tbem and his paper was the result of several years' investigation. 

About 40 permanent horne si les and tcmporary camps of tbe "Hohokam" people, as they 

are designated by the Pirna Indians, meaning in short, "ehey who perished," have beeIl located 

and most of them surve)'ed. Besides collecting a large amounr of POts and shards, Prof. Sarle 

has learned rnany facts concern.i llg ehe habits of these ancients, some of whicb show that their 

houses were kepr clean and orderly, that they were porters of much ability, that they had 

aest hetic taStcs and deco ra ted their hOLlsehold wares wi th J truly remarkable kllowledge of the 

effeet of intricate design and colored une. 

N otwithsranding the fact that crernation was me universal method of disposing of tbeir 

dead, th ree skeletons Jnd two skulls have beeil fou nd which can be attributed ro the H obokam 

peopte. One sku ll , found beneath the flO ()f of a house five and one-half feet from the ground 

four years ago, fearu red here, was presented to the University of Arizona museum, and umiJ 
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wirhin me past few weeks was the only rania ever asso 'ared wirb rh > earIy desert people. This 

~kull is disrincri e1y of rhe long headed type. 

A month ag , P rof. ade's artendon was atrra red to th unea rthing of skel t 115 nell' rne 

Empire ranch nd he was successfi.!l in recovering rwo skeleto[] cam piere, one nearly co mplere 

and ne almost complere .. . con necrion with the H hokam people b ing engrafred in his 

pap r. 

The skel tons will soon be exhibi t d in rh univer ity museum after rheir place in he 

human sGlle has een establisbed by compa ra riv anaromists. 

ne imeresling fact bruughr u r b Pr f. Sarle \Va [bat th e pictographs fou nd on r cks all 

abour Tucs n were made by these desert inhabita nts, p rtery in possession of Prof. Sarle 

attribu ted tO the dweil rs in the ancid t pueblo showi ng n any of (he designs fo u nd upon the 

rocks hereab uts. 

Anotber outstanding fa r memion d in the paper was that (he dwelling sire ' ar always d ose 

by eh picru red rocks and that alt o f rhem w re not fur from the various fo rtili d l11 0untains 

where me peopre n d uhr r rreated on the approach of enemies. 

Prof. Sa rle' pap r, ir is underswod, was given as a p reJ im inary repon or annOlll1 emenr of 

the e.xistence of a va t Seid for , rcheological r ea rch, h irnerto Imost 1I 0 l1own, wirhin ea y 

access from Tu ' O ll . 

3. Tablets Found Here Bear Inscription of (800 A.D.' 

This SII.'cinct i fem ji-o m the Locrd paper mtlrked the first appetl1'il1lce 0/the Ttlcson Artifacts in p riff t, 

ilweek jb!Lowing their d iscovery. After stul'n hlingupon [(ndpicking out the 7reat ras. /ro m a depth 

vffi/Je feet , flue inches beLow the smj{u'e in II trmch lIt an abmldoileel limekiln 011 iLverbelL Road 

Oll Salllrday. Sep tembt:r /3. /924, World Wr.lr I veteran Ch/ir/es E. Manier showccl it to Fral/k H, 

F(lwler [{!ld Kar! Ruppert at (he University 0/AriZ07la. Fowler, whose {{melemic fleld wm cfrlssics, 

aud who UNIS to bemme an Americarz clmtributor to the efJort oflhe British Academy to p ubLish the 

first ltIedievrd Lfltill dictiomo'J' begfOl tmn.i/ating im medirlte(y, but he quej­tioned the wo rd 

"CIIlnllls" {wd gaue up at the word "ToLtezl/s. " IN M EMOLtiM had rhe R le.fr out, he /lota!, tlnd 

t!.le E [/Ins ofthe rO ll nded fetra/arm whereas it should be oft/Je square type. It afl sem /ed to be a 

clumsy fa ke. The fl lLo wing day Ruppert returned to the j'ite with Manier (md directed the remova[ 

ofIlrtißlct no, 2, (/ seven-pound j'fO nf w itl; the nmnes arid images 0/ Theodore and j acob /lntl the 

dnte ROD (ThtOclore M emorial). Therf' m(ltfers rested unti! Alaniel' joulld a partner in Thol'fI{u W 

Bmt to I. e/p cOlltimte excavating. Next Ctlme (he ßlbulotls Ab Ovo Cross on Novtm'lber 28, 1924. 

!his TS not {he/trs! time unilJ ersity professors hflve beeTl puzzled. but iris one oitheflw insranw' in 

wlnch it made IUt'WS. Their puzzLtm'lent was to [astjO I'ßue yeays 01' more. To this d</y. no one at the 

Ullivmity htlS recogniz.ed the Tucso 1/ A rtifocts 6lS at/tl. eut ic La/in inscriptions 01' va/ltable 

Ilrcheo!ogiu" /tnds. Arizona Dail ' Star, Su nday, September 2 J, 1924. 

University Professors puzzled Over Discovery ofAncient Lead Curios in Tucson LimekUn 
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Two lead tablets covercd with Latin i nseriptians and evidently aDee one, in the form ofa cross, 

whieh were foun d in a limekiln near the SilverbeU road, six milcs ou t ofTucson, are causing a 

great deal ofdiscussiol1 and specularion ,unong professors at the Universit)' of Arizona. 

T he tablets in question were fOUJ1d near tbe Silverbd l road. Sensing mat thc diseovery was 

u.nusual, the tablets were brought to the museum ar the University. In order ro gain some d ue 

as to the histoty of tbe tablets they were rurned over to O r. Frank Fowler of the Classieal 

Languages Oepartmenr, in order mat he might translate the Latin inscri ption. 

In speaking of rhe rablers last night and his suceess witb the rranslarions, O r. Fowler said 

rhat he was uoable co ger any due from the words on rhe nvo pieces. T hc inscriptiol1, aecording 

to Dr. Fowler, was ver)' disjointed. aod the Latin vef)' poor. The date, 800 A D., was 

aseertained, bur not probable rhal tbe age of d1ese tab lets cou ld be over 900 years. No solution 

as to the puzzli ng nature of the tablets was disclosed. 

4. Engraved Lead Cross Puzzles cU' Professor 

This was one ofthe fi rst repol"ts in the loca/ press and is notezuorthy jor introducing Frri/l!' FOUl/er, 

Se/lSilig he might be out of his dept!?, FOUl/er 1he lIext )lmr conüzcted Cbar/es H Beeson at the 

University ofChicago. Bceson was in the pracess ofpubfishing what becarm: the stal1dard textbook, 

A Primer ofMcdievaJ L:um; An Anthology of Prose and Poerry (1925). Bcmn did nol entirely 

agrce witb Fowft.rs vi~ws (Cummings papers, "Latin Puzzle ls Found in Arizona. Diswvery Al'Ouses 

Curwsity ofPhifologists, "Newport [Rhode Is land] Mercury, August J, 1925. p. 2). But on the 

strength ofhis happening to jifla tlced Jor thc Southwl!sr U.S., Fowler wtZS lIamcd t1.S 0 correpolldent 

to ,he Er;ti,}) Acadcmy Jor the /lew OiCtionary of Medieval Ll!:in fro m Bri tish SouIces. No 

contributions from me Tucson ArtiFaru were ever enrered in this dictjonary , however. by 

Fowler or anyone else. I-oUller died January 29, 1955. Ariwna Oaily Star, SUllday, December 

14, 1924, pp. 1-2. 

Found in Abandoned Kiln on Silverbell Road; Presented to University 


INSCRIBED IN rATIN 

Virgil Quoted; Roman Names on What Appears to be a Memorial 


By G. Stewan Brown 


1s it rea lly Roman? Whar does it mean? H ow did it ger there? 

T hese qllestions aJl f1asb into the mi nd or one who views the queer Larin inscriprions on a 

solid lead cross, found recendy in an old abandoned lirne kiLn on the SiJverbell road near 

T ucson, and presented to thc University m useum. These problems are bothering severaJ 

authorities 0 0 areheology, as weil as srudenrs uf Latin and Roman history. 

The inscriptions seem (Q be a memorial to someone-me names T heodorlls, Jacobus, and 

lsrael are menrioned-but who were they, where and when d id d1ey live? At present, D r. Frank 

Fowler, head of me dassical language departrnent. is srumped. He believes d1cre is reaJ ly 

somed1ing {Q the cross and irs queer inscriprions, and mac it is DO[ a fake. 
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The r 55 , which is abou t rwenry-inches in length , is made enrirely o f lead and weighs at 

least se enty-tl ve pOWlds. Ir was found. o r rarher uncovered. in the third o f a serie' of old 

abandon d ki lns whieh are buil t in the hillside near (he river a short eH ta nee out of Tu n 

on th Si lv rbell road. T he d i eoverer, a ma n by the name o f Maneer [sie], pereeiving that 

there was soroethin g h is toriea l o nnccted with the La rin inscriptions and ftgures p resented the 

cross t [he unive r iry. 

The cross is in two pie es, the rwo fi tti ng together to form a massive cross. Th Latin 

inscriprion is a11 Oll ehe inside o f the two pieces and is not visible u nril the rwo are p ried apart. 

mOli" wi th rhe cross there was fou nd a ehu nk f hardened ealeehe [sic] on which there is a 

cop r of part of one of the lead inscrip ti ns. 

On the in ide of these rwo pieces the re i apparentl y three inscri prions < eh of which has 

the lerre rs OL ar th bo ttom. D r. Fowler has come to condusion m at rhe O L ta nds fo r the 

initial of the engraver o f the pi he fl rst inscriptio n , which is the I nge.5t, seem ro be a 

rnem rial tO th ree persorIS, Jacobus, T heodorus, and I ra fro m the sea n ty transl ti n tha t 

(a n be made of the poor Latin. 

Th Cfe S5 is h aded with the words "ln Memo riarn ." U nder these w rds are eh ree rude 

drawings of 111en, each with d iff rent t:lCial characterist ics. T he o ne on the righ t arm of the 

cross is named Israel , the o ne in the center Th odorus, ; nd th e pierure on the lc ft Jacobus. 

Directly under the "In M moriam" and sLigh tly ab ve the three pictu r are the rwo words 

"Romani Aetius.'· Above tbe pictu re of 1 rad o n the righ t arm is the word ul and above the 

picrure of JaC' bus is the wor I ri ttannia [s ic]. hen follows the memo rial inscri ptions. rhe 

~ rory of which eannot be f.1.t ho med . 

Virgil Quoted 
It is also notewo rthy tha t the fi rs t testimon ial contains quorario ns fr m V irgi l. There a re 

several passages from to tally di fferent pans of Vi rgi l. At the b trom of the Sdme p late is the 

second inscrip ti n. t.he general sense o f w hich is that tllere was an expedition of me kind in 

which there were ap riv s rescm'd from a it)'. 

The t.hird resüll10 njal i a pparemly poetry. nd from the meager rransL< ti n thar ca n be 

made it appears ro be [al laudarory 'r t ment abour Jaw bus wh was eviden tly of regal 

aurhoriry. T hc inscri ptio n end . w ith the phrase "ma)' his ta rne endu re For ver.·' 

There ae many h ings th r makes [si "j the trans lation or th inscript io n impossible. · irst is 

ehe evid nt m i speiLing of w rds, and co rrect spelling can not en b determined by th text. 

Thc Lari n is n t en irely il lirerare, tor it seems tha t most 01' the m ist k m us r luve been made 

in eh engraving of th plate b a per on W la quai nted w ith La rill construetion o r spell ing. 

The re' re nees, c.ha racters, and veryr.Lü ng ind icar mar there is a stOry cönnected with the 

inscri püons, but fIli stakes in tb. c pyillg by thc ngraver makes [siel e cn a [eee tran la tio n 

'.lli t of the question. 

Roman Pawn Broker 

The narnes f ehe men mention cl in th' p la te, can be found in Roman h istory, bu r rheir 

cOlloecrion with th cross fo und here is unso lvable, ace rd ing to Dr. Fowler. Aecius mentioned 
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at tbe fi rst was a great general in the fifrh century who stopped Arrua the I-1un. Theodorus I~,rre 

appointed in rhe sevenrh cenru ry to bury me bodies of the dead in Rome after a fearful plague. U n nr 
Aside from ehe Story war the plates tell , there is mequestion of where rhe)' come from, mei r T 

signi6~1.nce. T he Iime ki lns, where m e cross was uncovered, have not been worlced für 30 year", "reh 
but me date of rhe cross in one place is 800 A.D. Ir is said that meTe was an old graveyard near tr~ n 

the Nine MUe H üuse, the stop ping place of the old Yuma stagecoach in the olden tlmes, but rnc 

traces of [hi s can not bc fowld. C ouJd the cross ha ve come from the graveyard? adva ll 

One of the theories advanced is rhat the cross was apart of a Spanish rnjssion church that D r 

was destroyed, [he cross belng earcied away bv someone and hidden. in hi 

.1S yet 

[101/ 

the S 

Tho71UlS Bmt, right, stands with fomily members on the site he homesteaded 
in 1925 as his brother lohn holds aleadm spear weighing about 2 pounds 
(Artifact 19). Arizona H istorical Socitty, The Bent Family Co/lection, MS 
1122f 49 (K). 

Srarted in C aleche [sie] 

Ir remai ns, bowever, that the cross would have to be placed in the kiln in the las t th irry 

ye-ars. Dr. Fm,vler does not [hink that the plates are fakes . nor were made by a demented person. 

T he engraving work is clear and aud shows thar it was done by a person who had done that 

kind of work before. The work does show [hat he was not fami liar wirh the Lettin he was 

engraving; therefore it is conduded thar he was cop)'ing from an inscrip tion before him. 

The piece of caleche fo und with the lead is also interesti ng. Ir seems dur [he engraving was 
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staJl:ed in the caleche, but for so me reason given up, the work be ing Il nished on lead tablets . 

On one side o f the lead tablet th ere are sOme p i ces of copper ingrained in th e lead. 

There is the pos ibi li ry that tber is o me eipher message in the ins ri ptions. After a srudy 

of the m binario n of Latin words, whi "h a re Ul1 translatable n account certai n hinoe words 

are not known, o r are mis pcl1ed, o n com s to th ondusion that (here migh r be a ipher 

message in eh inscription. The more one studies the engraving the more rheo ries he can 

advance. 

r. Fowl r is still rudyin the in criptions w irh the hope that he can find som > eonne tion 

in hi swry with eh , events, dates and ersons ment ioned in thc ae o un t and m mafi a!. ut 

as yet ehe tory of ehe tabl rs remains unrold . 

5. PuzzUng (ReHes' Dug Up in Arizona 5tir Scientists 

Manier tU/d Benc decided agaillst p ublicity tmti! after the] had excavated twenty-seven arti/aets at 

tbe Silverbell site, virttlilily all that wo.tid be d iscovered. Ir was the most contplete and tzsronühing 

serie)' of archeolDgicaL find, siUfe Schliemllntl~· historie ,.ellew/ionyfro n! lIndenr Tro] 01" Howllrd 

Carters opening ofthe tomb ofKing Tut in 1922. At this point they were permaded by 13yron 

Cummings alld others togo pub/.ic. On [J SUIld.,y mornillg in 1925 :;leep)' Neu.; Yo rl<el:' opened their 

fmWptlpers t.lIId read about Roman .lews eofonizing medü'va[ A riZIJtl/l. The exclltStve report tumed 

into (/. bombshell, wir/; shockwaves tlWlmd the CO ll ricry. A dozeJl photographs were published, and 

I'.P r!.i from variotls diI;ciplines weighed in Oll th /} discovery. The } ewish Telegraphie Agenq was 

quick to pick ttp on the sto r)'. Tb W isc nsin Jewi h Chr nicle on December 18 rar; a lIer.iion on 

ir.1frOlit page Imder thc headline, "Discover Evide1lce in Arizona of}ewi)}, Lifo 111 Americll 700 

Vur..- Bifore CO/limbus. .. B)I the end ofthe .yca,., however, the senmtion hat! mbsided The TULSon 

Artijitcts wel"e c01/signed to the twtlm of t!JC spurious. In the meantime, Byron Cummings, the 

rlrchl'% g:ist and c!twü;al tl/dies )1.·hola,. best in 11 position 10 judge, tool, photogplphs anti 

tl"llll criplions tJ.YiJimd {he countryjor the verdict o!science. New York Tim , December l3 , 1925. 

Purpon to Chronicle ehe Arrival of Roman Jews There in 775 A.D. 


Serious Douht Expressed. De. Bashford Dean Calls Them Forgeries-N.M. Judd of the 


Smithsonian Questions Date 


CROSSES AND CRESCENTS 


Finds Bear Many Larin and H ebrew Inscriptions and Masonic Emblems 


Special to the New York Times 

T ucson, Ariz., D . 12.- Aft r in vestigation by J l"iumber of sciem.isrs. first an nOl ncement 

was rru J h r raday o f eh ~ excavation netT T ucson of cast lead swords, crosses and other 

bje rs bearing urin and H b rew insetipt i ns which, taken at their face valu • are h le! to 

mean ma t Roman Jews crossed rhe dan t ie in thc Dark Ages, penerrated to Arizöna and 

fOlillded a ki ngdom which L ted fro m about 760 A.I . to 900 A.D. 
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T he cas t symbols alld the engravings on them incl ude crosses, acrescent, a seven-branched 1\ . 

candJestick and cercail1 tvlasonie-like representations. 

O pinions of scien tists var)' as tO the authen tieity of the objects. Neil Merton Judd, curator 

ofAmerican ard1aeoJügy of the Uni ted States Na tional Musewn , said he believed (bat 0 0 hoax 

or fraud was involved, but he rbought the da te later tban that of the Spanish conquest of] 540 
A.D. 

Dr. Byron C umm ings, Professor ofArehaeology of the University of Ariwna, vouched fo r 

the reliabiüty of the dlseoverers of the objeets, whieh, he sa id, "show Jewish and Ch ristian COI 

influence and bear dates of760 to 900 AD." 

n the other hand, D r. Bashford Dean, cura tor of arms and armor of the Merropoliran 

M useum of Art ofN ew York C ity, when consulted aboilt the excavations, bra.llded the ob;ects 

as crude and ch ildish forgerle~ . Eu . I 

The fir st obj cct to be found was a large metal cross, which was discovered by C harIes E. Lh 
Manier of T ueson, ern bedded. in a limestone fo rmation, flve feet Ave inches below the surface an, 

of the land, near an old lime kiln. Further d igging by M r. Ma nier and T homas W. Sem 

uneove.red. the other objecrs. Analysis showed that th ey were made wi th lead mixed wirh 

antimony, silver and some tin. T hjs was described by Professor C ummi ngs as a natural alloy. 

Noted Scientists Examine O bjects 

T he ob jecrs and site bave been examined by P rofessor A. E. D ouglass, noted as tro nomer 

and chronölogist of the Lowell Observatory; Professor Frank H . Fowler of the College of 

Letters, Ares and Sciences of the University of Arizona; D r. C. j , Sarle, a geologisr; Professor 

Cummings, Neil M . Judd and others. Descri ptions of the objects and ehe texts of the 

inscriptions have bcen sem to scholars in man)' parts of the count!)'. 

Tbe comb i.nation of C hristian cross, Moslem crescent, Hebraic seven-branehed can dlestick 

and Freernasonry emblems has imposed a heavy tax on the credul iry of investigators, bur their 

appearance of having been covered and em bedded in stone by natural processes has puzzled 

ski lied archaeologisrs. Some have arrived at the opinion that, wharever rheir origin, me objectS 

lay for centuries in the ean h where they were rou nd . 

T he inscriptions have been inrerpreted as describing the conflicts of the prehistoric Roman­

Jewish kingdom in the Southwest wi th the T oltec Indians, forerunners of tbe k tecs. Frol1l 

the inscriptions ie has been deduced th at the mysterious invaders caJJed their land "Calalus. " 

Using the tex ts as a basis for the work, Laura Coleman Ostrander, historian ofTucson, has 
sketched the his rory of ruJers of Calalus, her dynasty eonsisting ofTheodorus, Jaeobus, Isreal 

the First and lsreal the Second. 

ome schola rs CO whom ehe materials have been submi tted have been slow to accept tbe 

nnds as authen tie because of the waracrcr of ehe objects and the &equency of archaeological 

frauds. T be danger of iodorsi ng another Cardlff Giant or a monument of rhe "Bi U Stumps 

His Mark" type has generally caused investigators co be caucious, but it is alleged that those 

who have examined dle sire have ca me to the eonclusion that the th ings were not p la.nred as a 

hoax, but have been there for a considerablc period of time. They were found in September, 
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1924, fiEt co month ago-a long r per iL cl than any m do pi m re press gent, as a ru le, 

would a1 lo"v for th inclI ba, 'on of a publi i doJge. 

Finders' Story of the Case 

A ta tement of [be C' e in favor of the relies, as worked out b the finders aod ~ ir co­

\ 'orkers , folIows: 

" chan ba rles ·. Manier and subsequ nt ex va tion by him and T homas 

. Bem, n r UC$on, Ariz.• has brought tO ligb t many rel ics rhar indka ( an expedition of 

considerabl proportion of Roma.n Jews in Ameri m ing thc p ri d from 7 , 5 A. D. [Q 900 

A. 
"Th vidence unearrh dappears to be the p ~i tive rum tor wh i b scientisrs have been 

search ing f r nlany years. Ir is thollghr that these reli es defInitei)' establish the fact (hat 

European or orher ourside inflll ence ex isted in America before th advent of Coiwn bLl and 

the Spanish eonquerors. T his infill enee was tound in America amongtb indian in theil" rites 

:lnd eremonial' by the Spaniards, bur llnril ~e presenr fi nd 110 defi ni te evidence had appeared 

t prove this theory. 

'The first article, a large meral cross, weighing sixry-Gve pounds, was discover d on Sepr. 

[3, l~ 24 , P Irdy by ae idem. M r. Man ier and his fami ly were rctu rning from :l trip to [he 

hi rori Pi rur Rock" just 11 rth ofTu ·on. Ariz., and had stopped rexamine an old li me 

kiln along the road. Wh i!e doing chis, M r. ]. E. Manier noticed a peculiar obie r prorrudint> 

from [he b:mk t the norrh of rhe!im kiln. O n c:xamining the obj er h discov red it ro be of 

men l, aud rlrmly rn bedd cl in [he bank, 5 feet 5 in'h . fro m the [ p. M r. Muni r eXQwated 

the object nd disco ere dur i, was lar m tal ross, con isring of two pa ns, that had been 

placed rogerher and riv red ith lead rivets. B lW en ·11 lWO halves had be 11 l laced a wax 

pre'ervari v', nu on the inn r -urfae of b Ul hah [here was much u rin ins ripri on. h 

cross was take n to eh Univer i ry of Ariz IU und rhe Lati n rransla red by Pro fi SSO I' Frank H. 

F!')w!er [ h p C lieg of L .tters, Ans and ciene s. 

Objects Embedded in Strata 

" 'ince the discovery of rh fi rst anide ro th prcsent time th re have b eil unearthed fJ e 

cmplere ero ses and ne unfln ishe.d eros " ~U of wh ich contai!l lI1uch Larän in cripn 11, many 

picrure: and numerous mbols of both a. rel igious . nd hi tOrte nature. h r has • Iso been 

Uli rthed a r ' ith a crescent ross-arm, entwined wirh a serp n ,upon bich th r i.s 

Hebrew script and many rdiuious ymbols . . norher er ss has ~1 ci r le of metal, conneeting the 

cross-arms. with a serpem ellrwi ned over all. This ross also contains [he Hebr w scri pr and 

srvern l rel igious sym bols. 

'The remainder of the disco ery is m, cl up 0 ~ orru and spcars. many of wh ich are scarred 

as ~l resuk of having been llsed in harde. , 11 mearticles are üf meta!, anel of a natural a1loy of 

I d, silver, gold and :1ntimon " wi rh a t rd of rin, and are all in aperfeet state of pres rvation. 

on<: of eh inscriprions have be n abU erated and the war implemems sti ll retain a sharp 

w:lighr edge, and are weil balao ed. 

~Th ani le have all b n fOllnd at aboUt tbe ame level, rhar L, bctween five and si. fed 
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belmv dle surface, and in a welJ-cemented stramm of caliche, th e caliche, or lime formation, 

being so hard that it has been necessary tO chop each piece Ollt wirh a pick. There is no evidence 

of btuia l, either in reeent or in historie tim es; in fact, the arti cles lu ve beeD covered bya natural 

process of the washing down of thc debris fro m above, lImil time has resulted in building up 

of from flve to six feet of overhead . 

"The many sdentists who have assisted in the research are unanimous in the opinion rllat 

the covering-over process ha<; taken many hundreds ofycars; in Fact, rheir conclusions tend to 

place the age of the relies at about the eighth cemur)'. 

"The placing of th e arti c!es in h istOlY is being done by Laura C oleman Ostrander, h istorian 

ofTueson, Ariz. She has, through the Larin and Hebrew inscriptions and the many interesting 

symbols, woven a co mplere story covering the emire peri od of these people in America, or 

'Calal us LaJld,' as iliey called ie Ir is a story tbat covers aperiod of 125 years, and is replere 

wirb h ardsh ips, wars and romance. 

Fought the Toltec Indians 

"The story commences in A.D. 775 with these people bei ng carried fo rth over the sea. to 

Roman CaJalus, an unknown land. Here they fo und a people whom they called me Toltezus, 

me scientisrs agreeing dlat me people they fou nd were the T oltee Indians. At this period 

Theodorus was the nder of these Europcan advem urers and was a brave fi ghter and a man of 
cou rage. He carcied on much warfare wirh the T oltees and after ruli ng for aperiod of fo uneen 

years he was succeeded by Jacobu~. 

"Jacobus ruled dl e people with a m ighty hand a11d was also a construcrive ruler, since he 

I'ebuilt the ci ty of these people mat had been razed dming ehe latter part of me reign of 

Theodorus. Jacobus was not king lang an d was fo llowed by Israel the F irst , who reigned fo r 

ix ty-sevell yea rs, who, in turn. was foLlowed by Israel the Secon d. He ruied un til d1e year 900 

and is ehronologieally complete tbrough the entire period of th eir exisrence in Arnerica. 

"The records fou nd by Me. M an ier and Mr. Bent appear to be a last rccord of the people, 

written in baste ar the time when the end was approaching. T he record does not make d eal' 

just wbat the end was, bur it has been concluded that these E uropea ns were exterminated by 

dle na tives, wllo, it appears, harassed thern and made war upon th ern from the beginn ing tO 

tbe end. T his condusion has been drawn, since what appears to be the last wri ting of the 

recorder of these a ncient deeds stares: 

'''Thc last days have come and tbe inevitable doom,' ami his last writulg is, 'I am present. 

The l ord be wirb YOlL ' 

"To this chapter o f the story is slgned '0. L ' as weU as to all of the other parts or crosses, the 

tO .L ' being not hjs ini ti als , bur ram er an insignia of ra nk. 

Evidences of Authenticity 

"The invesriga tion and excava ting is 0111)' Ln the embryo stage, and i~ [Q be carried on to 

complerion in the future ; however, much defin ite information has been brough t ro ligh t that 

establishes these relies as being several h undred years pre-Colurnbian. 

"c. J. Sarle, Ph. 0 ., on e of the em inent geologisrs of rhe Sou thwes t, who has spem much 
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ti me during th las t yea r in investigaring rh is find , is of the belief that the artid are not only 

genuine bur are as old as the dates would illd ic t . H e has esrabl ished thi bel ief through the 

gcological facts and through the loca ti 0 at thei f respecdv dep ths, of the numerous Indian 

culru re , ehe Icl sr being that f r.he Hohol alUS, or the great unknown lribe fI nd ians that 

in habit d eh S uehw sr in prehi tori e times. The yen er o f the Hohoku m ulmce is a 

considerable disran e above th e I v I ar which these eel ies are being excava ted . 

"Dean ßyron C umm ings, C urator of eh Stare Mu eum, archaeologist, and a member of 

eh F. culry of rhe Universit of Arizona, who has also investigared this p roblem, is convinc cl 

as ro the antiqu ity of the finds a nd as ro rh arricles b ing genui ne. H tablish es the age o f 

,he relies through the Rnman ipt conrained upon th,-m, whieh he states has not be n in 

(ommon use sinee [he c:ighth eentu ty, and through archaeologica l and geologieal iden . In 

this he is supported by Profes r F ran k H. Fowler wh has transl red all o f the wtin 

ins riptio ns on ehe p ieces fo wld [0 date. 

"Pro tessor Charl T. Vorhies, ento mo l gi t , who ha also interesred him elf in this 

inv srig:lti n and lus a sisted \ irh rhe photographie reeord, is Hrm in his belief that thes relies 

are lIot of histori time ', a re rnany hu ndred ea r old , a nd ther is H O evielen e of burial, bur 

to a depth of between five 3. nd six feet b. r a na tural bu.ilding-up process, over a long period of 

ti me. 

"Dean A. E. DougL1SS of the Steward O bs rvaro lY and Vice Presidc:nr of [h H isr rieal and 

Archaeological odety of Arizona , i firm in the beUef o f ehe ant iqu ity and the genuin n S of 

the' rInds. He has pem mud 1 tim e on th in\' tigario 11 , has raken a co mptet ph agraphie 

r<'cord and has hirnselI excavared part of ehe rel ies . 

Dr. Judd Aids in Excavation 

"Dr. Neil Judd the Smi hsonian Instiru iO l1 vis.ited the ex ,vation and 'ompletely 

excava t 'd tWQ f the 3. rt-icles hirnsetf. H e stated that the 3.rticles wer very old and ehar ehere 

\ , absolut Iy 110 evid ' nce o f disturbauce of ehe ea rth u rround illg them. He rca hed [his 

c nJu. ion afeer hoppi n thes [ WO pieces I ase \vith aminer' pi k. 

"All of ehese m n have eich er 'cavated same of the End hemselves or have been presenr 

when relics were excavated . 

"Thc time at whi h ehe tory of th ese crusaclers rel ate. rh ir hisrory deflni r Iy csrabli hes rhe 

period during wh ich lhe)' inhabited America und i supportcd b the eighth cen ur}' Tat in 

scripr that is u ed in the insc riprio ns. 

"The pla e fr m wh i h th y came has be n t!srabl ish cl by Lau m Colemun 0 mmder as rhe 

Roman Empire, ~jn d1ey ca ll the unknown land Roman Calalu . hey were designa d b 

her :1$ Roma t Jew beco'lUse 0 the app arance of the H ebr scrip t of [he early cen uries upon 

the religious randard , an bcca use of thc n nue and significa nc of drawings anJ symbols 

appearing upan them; al'o ecause of eh fact thar rh rrad rs of me R oman Empire during 

me first Christian cenmri were [he J ws. 

"The c:xeavation and investi 'arion has been ea rried on b r Messrs. C harle E. Man ier and 

Thomas W. Bem, wich ehe assistan e o f John S. Bent and the Sllpp rt f the Universiry of 
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Arizon.a, the T ueson C ham ber of C ommerce and the City of T ucson. A ll of the pho rography 

for publication is bei.ng done by the lrwin Studios of T ueson, Ariz. 

"This is an annOUl1cement and should not bc ra ken as a conclusion, since furore excavation 

will no doubr bring to light much more evidence of startling and ioteresting natu re, and as th 
new evidence is broughr to light a report of progress will be made. " 

Dedared Crude Forgeries 

Dr. Dean Points Out Inconsistendes Which He caUs Childish 

D r. Bashford DeaIl, Cu raror of Arms and Armor of the M etropoli ran M useum ofArt, who 

has made a l.ifdong study of torgeries as illcidental to his srudy of arm o r, sai d yesrcrday, after 

examiuing photographs of the T ucson objects, that they wo uld rank among ehe poorest of 

forgeri es. 

Dr. Dean has co ll ecced rnatcl'ials fo r publi c-ation on 160 cases of arms and armor fo rgers, 

and has oow on exhibition at the Metropolit-a n M useum aseries of suc.h im posrures, labeled 

and dated as a l) objecr lesson to collecro rs. 

w"he Arizona specimens are modem forgeri cs, probably loea l, and certairtly withour either 

interest or valuc, " said Dr. Dcan, taking up the phatograp hs in detai l. 

" • uy srudent of forgeries should know dut the imprin ts of a sharp insullment, as 5hown in 

Figure 14, are absolurely tj'esh, wh ile m ere has been given an obvious rou ndi ng to unessen tial 

partS of the objecrs. 

"Tbc crowns shown on these figures a re not accurate representations of an early period. The 

shapes o f the svvords are childish , crudd y designed, evidently atter some irnperfeccly pictured 

R oman swords. 

''Tbc cutting showo on tbe back of flgure l A bears the marks ofbeing put here ad hoc. T he 

fo rm shown in Fi gu re 1 is a crude reminiseence of a Turkish standard head, which th E' farger 

has evidently seen in sa me pk:rure. T hc rounding hand of ehe forger, and n ot rhe rounding 

hand of time. 

".....be form of tbe Jetters is !lor aC,Cllrace archaeologically. T he b lu rring of ehe edges o f ehe 

cross in Figure lA has 0 0 ather meaning save lhe dfort of the forger to make the obj ect appear 

old . An au thentie object has an ll rterly d iftercm 'feel ing.' 

"Examination of m e lctters shows ehen they were do ne always by th e same hand . N otice 

such slips as ' Bri ttan ia' on Olle side of the cross and Gaul, in good English on the a ther, instead 

of Gallia, an error which a schoolboy sh ouJd not have made. 

"The cross in 3A, with its ragged angles, is anoeher symptom of adesire of an unski llfuI 

forger to make ehe a bjecr appear archaic. Tbe same is rru.e of all these objects. 

he crudely devdoped serpent in F igure 18A has again everf earmark o f the copyisr's work. 

He who did this had seen eviden tly some eighteenrb century twisted iran, p robably a f Spanish 

workmansh ip, bur had in his copy lost en tirely me ' feel ing' o f ehe authentie object. 

"The curious crowns and M aso nic-like emblems are evidence also of the hand of a person 

who wished sometbing to appear in teresting aod mysticaL O ne need hardly poi nt Oll( !:hat the 

making of a bjects of th is kind is the easiest th ing in ehe wodeL O ne has only to scrape out a 
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form in a slab of day by m cans of a fl a t-edged stick, draw in the lett rs backward wirb the 

poinr of a wi r na il, make the cl ired ket h es, and then p ur in the mel ted lead. The object 

is [hell merely to be t:Je 'n out, sm oothed off and, ir n d be, [he su rfaa: hamm erecl-bear 

witness to the wavy border in GB showi.ng evidenc o f ham mering. 

"Th<:: faCt of the n13.rrer is ha t a c mparison of th e letter of the in nth, seVefl re nth and 

eigh te nth cemu r' wiLh thes emd Earms i < lone su ffiei nt to condemn th objects as false. 

"Thc facr moreover, as r under tand, mac eh< lead cantai ns antimony i aga in, if not a su re, 

a highly probabi videnc oE relatively new manufactur e." 

Discussing d iffi rent fo rgerie ' a.nd hoax s which he has invest ig<lted , Or. Dean sa id: 

"Th e rh ings are do ne someti m comm erciaUy, sometim m erely CO excite eommenr and 

interest. Ir is s metimes done " it h a sense of ~lLlm r, to prove the ignorance oe emu ll local 

specialists . I call to mind m e skillful wo r! of a sculptor and pai nter in M un ieh, ho, many 

years ago, prepared at great -ost of time and effo rt a beautiful crossb w wruch was shown to 

[he disringu ishecl ex perr in M uni b-Professor Hefner-Alreneck. After the object had been 

proper! painred ie was placed in (he hands of the great museum expert, who pronou nced ie a 

rnagn ific nr specimen of rhe art oF 1 '580, wher upo n the artist, raking o ut his pen-kn ife, 

removed rrain iv ry p lates in the haft of the crossbow, demonsrra ring belo ' clea n new waod 

and rhe igna ture and da te of th _ artist hirnsel f. 

" Itesculpto r in qu rio n rebu ked th expert, who had w ld hirn that he couldn'tbe decei ved 

in an object of ch i, ki nd, but the pr fe ssor fa iled to see tbe hurn r in the siwat ion , so the artist 

losr a fri end." 

Likened to Recent Fakes 

F. W. Hodge T ells of Hoaxes in Southwest and Mlchigan 

F. W. Hodge, spe ia li r in the archa ology and h istory ofche Sou thwest f the Museum of 

[he American Ind ia l1, Heye Foundatio l1 , said yesrerd..'lY thar b k > inscription o f C oronado and 

Fra)' lvl arcos de Niza had recently been cliscovered in Arizo na. 

"Ir eems ver}' probab le." h said, " that this a rchaeol <>ica.l fak r, who has been a t work in 

ri 7.0nJ , h had ~ mething (0 do wi th the find near T ucso n. 

'The miscel laneous congeries of objects fou nd there stro ngly suggest fra ud. I t would nor be 

surpri sirlg to find a. er o f objects wh i h ehe Indian had looted fr m one o f the arly mi sions, 

bur when you ger Mason ic emblem and a11 sorts of things, you begin to priel up your ea rs. 

"Someone in Sourhem Arizona in the Last year or so has been faking inscriptions. I received 

a sllorr time aga fro m C olonel James H. {v1cClinrock, formerly with Roosevelr' s Ro ugh Ridns 

and umil recently Sta re Historian of Ariz.ona, a set of photographs of these inscriptions. O ne 

purport cl to be an inscript ion by Coronado and the other by Fray Ma.rcos de N iza, the first 

white man to set Eoor in Arizona and New J\1exico Ül 1539. h 'e were übviollS forgeries and 

did n t srir up any excit mem o T he h ad been made (Q eOHe. pond [Q genuine inscripdons of 

the e-a rly Spaniards o n rocks in '\ estern New Mexico . T he lern::rs were a bour eh ree feet lang. 

"Olle f rhe mo r notoriOllS f:l ke rs of archa o logica.l o bjects perated in Miellig n. He kep[ 

findin <> <l.lld causing others to find srran e insc:ripri ns in d ay and ppe.r in mounds in 
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Michigan, He succeeded, un fo rtunately, in inreresting a C atholic priest and was able to use 

his name in these d iscoveries, so that a grea t man}' peopJe were deceived. H is objects were ver)' 

c1everly concealed. 

T be}' were found apparently bu ried u nder the rootS of trees and deeply em bedded in 

mou nds. He had used }'ears in the preparation of tbe settings in whlch he wanted the things 

to be d iscovered. 

"The detection of the fraud was not di flkul t, because of me jumbled manner in which the 

characters were pur together in the inscriptions, Für instance, he put in C optic letters which 

hc got from same books. Som e of thern werc upside down. T he whole thing was meaningless. 

\Vhat the man's object was is something I cannot say. His frauds were exhaustively treated in 

an anicle by Professor Francis W . KeJsey of the Universiry of Michigan in an artide publishcd 

in T he American Anthropologist. 

"W har bcu ayed the recendy found Spanish inscri ptio n fa kcs in Arizona wcre the 

abbrevia[ions. Abbreviations were made in a manner (hat no Spaniard of that t ime would have 

used. 

"The man who perpetrates such frauds seldom claims to have discovered (hem himself. He 
usually arra nges thi ngs so that same other man finds them and believes thal he has stumbled 

upon them accidentally." 

January 22, 1925: Man) ofthefinds wert witntJsed by officilllsfrom the University of 
Arizona andphotograp hed by neWJmen from the Jocalpapers as they came to light. Arizona 
Historical SOciety, The Bmt Family Collection, M S 1122f 49 (N). 
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