
Lead Crosses invented hisrory" (p. 44). T he Tu ' on Anifaets ar [ej cted as "Invenred H isrory 

275 

POSTSCRIPT 

As mis book went r press, a project to widen Tucson 's Silve.rbell Road moved ah ad as 

plan ned. Based on a decade-Iong srudy involving extensive surveys of rhe known culrural sit s 

affccted prehi torie and h isrori , the nine-mi le srretch along th wesr bank of the Santa C ruz 

River passes right by the Tueso n Anifacrs find sire on rhe Benr hornest ad property. T he strip 

traverses a once-Iu uriant ripari n environment de 'cribed as "highly sensi tive for cultural 

resources, " one mat bad seen little suburban development by Arizonan before l 50. 

Di rectly across the riv r fr rn the T ucson Artifacrs find 10 rion on Si lverbell Road is me 

large Hodges Ruin sir , partly excavared by Isabel Kelly in the 1 30s. Now irrevocably buri d 

beneath trail r parks and urban sprawl, it was an gricultural distriet belonging ro the greater 

metropolis of Rhoda. T hc Senti tic m rchan port r it h ad dared co me Pioneer period of 

Hohokam and hOWI1 in mis book un page 199 appear to depic one of our rliling Romani. 

T h Si\v rbell Road corridor is bounded by fhe Tortoli ta, Santa Catal ina. T ucson and 

Rincon M ounta ins, forrning a ring arou nd T ucson in alt directions, jusr as Oli ver says. Th 

T ucson Basin has the Santa Ritas ro ehe s uth enclosing it. The basaltic-vol an ie promineoces 

of em in I Peak, T uma moc H ili and Blaek M oun tain c.:=tn be seen just a eouple mil soum, 

and Signal H ilI, with its R ami nine-peraled rose perroglyphs in me Saguaru N ati nal Park in 

the T ucson Mountains, i~ abou 15 mil wes t as the erow flies. T b O ld Yu ma Mine, ehe 

stare's oldest producer of lead and Iikely s ure _ f the metallised tO m ke th Tucson Arri facts, 

is about five miles in the sam direetion as Signal HilI. Silverbell Roa was the historieal route 

berween T ucson and rh mini ng distriGS of the ilverbeU Mounrains on the other ide of the 

Avra Valley. Picrur Rocks lies bout two miles west also. 

As a h.lture pha e tO the road project, an ambi tious Sil.verbell Archaeol gical D istrict has 

been envisaged. But th Tu - n Artifacts find ire, idenrified in the literatllr _ as Euro­

American/Mex.ican America.n limekiln designated as AA: 12: I 091 , will not be part of ie. T he 

de ision to clude it is "based on association with Emil Haury and Byron Cummings and the 
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on tbe judgmenr of two deceased early archeologists who officially never publish eel a ward 

about them , anel thar's the end of th ar! It is ocid that C ummings' nam e is joined here with 

H aulis, fo r C umm ings always fervently bel ieved in and defended the histo rici ty of the 

artifacIs to the end of his li fe. H e was evidently coopted by Univers ity of Ariw na oftlcials and 

legal counsel, as we havc seen. In ren years, the house builr by T homas Bent and his wife near 

the fi nd sire will be a hWld red years ald . O ne wonders whether it will quali.y for even the most 

exiguous l11enrioll as a h isror icallandma rk itsel f. 

\Vhat does tbe SilverbeU culrural surve)' idel1 ti~1 of in teresr to us? Fi rst jr shou ld be noted, 

that the whole Sama C ruz middJe reacb with its thick alluvial deposits aver the centuries-an 

aggradarioo averagiog about five feet of deptb-hides far more th an it reveals. Since abollt 

1000, traceablc archeologica l remaill s, burials and "scarters" have persisted onl)' on thc 

ropmosI layers. Bur of human habitation in tbe Pioneer and Colonial Periods of the Hohokam 

(Pima, Papago, ü 'odham), a rimespan corresponding ro (h e Tucson Artifacts, we are struck 

wich an abundance of relevant archeological si tes. Around 800, at tbe begin ning of the Rilli ro 

Phase, ehere began a fourfold increase in senlernents in what is known as the Canada del O ro repau il' 
Man \\ Phase along rhe Santa Cruz R iver. This was the heyday of l ndigenous T llCSO ll , no t the later 

T he 
periods represented by the better-known sires of Marrinez H ili and Valencia. Pioneer 

of cuIn Hohokam vitlages situared in the Si lve rbetl C orridor duri..lJg th is golden age ind ude the Dairy 
d.iscov!si te, Redtail sire, Dakota W ash site near Sentinel Peak, Hodges Ruin and Hawk's Nesr in Avra 
Septen VaUey. Altogetber, nine H ohokam sites have been identifled of cuI.tu raJ importance, indu ding 
said th rhc la rge Ra bid Ruin (C oloniaJ and latt r), named afte r the former locarioll of the H umane 
AfterSociery. Anorher eleven, ind ud ing the nearby golf course and Silverbell park were considered 
reraum inor or lose sires because of developmen t. T hat is a densi ty of abollt one village or l11ulti­

Thfam ily group every half rnile, and the su rvey d id not sera)' more tban ;] couple hundred feet in 
wilbeither di rectioll, no t even takülg in to accOllnt th e man)' aba lldoned river terrace alld hillside 
'pec!sires. 
beaIr is d ea r that H ohokam Tllcson on the Santa Cruz River enj oyed a gre.1ter population, 

11
larger size, longer du radon and more overweening imporran cc tban the classic em d cponymous 

inexSnakerown on the GiJa lli ver and (he huge Grcwe-Casa G rande corridor along the Salt River, 
Ortethc Grewe center wi th five or more ball couns just begin ning to be inves tigated. 
Egynd er the law of m e Uni red Sta tes an)' an cient items unearthed in its territories are subject 

to rhe sratutory provisions of ehe Native American G raves and Protection Act of 1990. Federal 	 Kin 

Smagencies and inst irutions that receive federal fllnd ing must return culrural items to lineal 
thedesccndanrs. presumably to th e same indigenou s groups who still li ve near and aroll nd the sire. 
In(

C llitural items include h uman remains, fun erary objecrs, sacrcd objecrs and objects of culrural 

patrimoo,. 	 501 

ap1would include in this defi nition of funerary objects the arrifacts excavarcd between 1924 

and 1930 at the Bem propen)' and in possession today of the Arizona Historical Society. Tb ey 	 cu 

th are religiolls as weH as bistorica.l objects. T hey include funerary ircrns associared not wirh 

nameless people who lived in pre-Col ll rn bian Arizona but wi ch a ru ling elite who left sacred Cl 
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mem orials in the p lainly cogn ized languages of La tin and Hebrew: Jaeob. Theodore, Israel 

1, Is rael Ir and Israel TTl . Th ree of these rul rs or governors of Rhoda (T u on) hav official 

picruIes (ArriFa T l). A memorial o f one of them, Joseph, Facher of liver, i5 part f the whole 

p UIpose and in pirati n fo r ross 5, an artifaet that conrai ns extensi eins riprion on th 

origin and hlstory of medieval uropean Jews. T he nehushtan kn WH as Artifact 18 dj plays 

the name of o ne of the fam d exjlarchs of Jewish his tOlY, Nat ronai ben Habibi, known in the 

We t as Makhir ofNarbonne. M ntion is also made o f an otherwise unknown Benjamin, a 

Gaul who h lp d build th walls of Ro me and li ved five hundred years befo.re. T h memory 

of the J wish people was long. ther epigraphs preseIve the names of Judas, Benjamin and 

Isaae (6), as weil as Jos ph and an u nknown Saul (7) . )oseph has be n id ntified in th i book 

wirb the spiee merchal t Jo ph Rabba n, the hono red parriarch of Coch.in J ws in India. 

Although compl ian . has often proved controversia l, NAGPRA 15 b iog em ployed to return 

rhousands o fbone and arche I gical IUnerary objects to legal descendant in chi ountry. O n 

Febru<l.f}' 18. 20 17, wirb 200 members of five Columbia Basin tdbes witnesslng rbe 

reparriarion eeremony. afrer yea.rs oF wrangles, rbe remains oFW· h ington Stat 's Ken newick 

Man , ere r im n ed at an undisdosed locarion in the area. 

The Paiu te-Shoshone ribe of the FaJlon Reserv do n a nd Colony made a N AGPRA claim 

of cultural affi li ation wich the artifacts and remai ns known as the Spiri t Mummy. These were 

dis overed in 1940 in Spirit C a e neu Fallon, Nevada by a h usband-and-wife team. In 

September. 2006, a fedeIal judge ruied on lawsu ir by tbe Pallon Paiute-Sho'h ne TIm nclc 

said that the Unired ' rates made an err r in dism is iog evidence f its g relrage and irrelevam"'e. . 

After ·tudy by DNA experts and other . n November 22. 2016, rhe remaln . w re duly 

reparriated [0 rbe [rihe. 

Th fare of Mon tana or Clovis Boy was si m ikH. Thi 12,OOO-year-old bUIial of a baby boy 

wirb 12 ara ::ts was found on privat\:: land. Hi DNA proved lO be Asian, the olde t cenilled 

spedmen in ehe Am ricas. Hi. remains were rcturned ro a consorrium oFMon na tribes under 

[he aegis of Sh ne Doyle or ehe Crow Tribe in 2017. 

TheIe are no excepti ns to nation patrimony laws, Thq cur in alt di.recrions and are 

inexorabl . On - might recn ll the long negotiacions over the Elgin matbl s removed from the 

Orto man mpire [0 London in eh nim·tef>n cl1 centu ry. or the ongoing dispu r Sov"r im portam 

Egyptian archeologica l rreasu res berween the rab Repu büc o t Egypt and the Uni r d 

Ki ngd m. T he fanlOUS Hebrew inseription of the Bat Creek Stone, discovered in a 

Smithsonian mound excavation in C herokee COun lry in 1889., and on loan for many years to 

rh U nive rsiry ofTennes . , has now been I wfu lly rerurned to th E stern Band of C hero kee 

Indians as pa rt of mar group 's h istory. Facts are faCts, and laws are laws. I t doesn' t marter if 

some peopl bd ieve the Bar Creek Stone is a forgel)' or argae that the British value and 

appreciar an tiquities more than gyptian Muslims do . It is im m a(l'rial whether ehe items f 

cultu ral parrimony were brough r ro light long ago Or la t week, on public or private land . in 

the course of official excavations or not. It also doesn' t matter if tbe artif-a :ts ar ' o f a enain 

cultural caS t, idem ified or understood or valued Or apprai ed r hav been <lllthenticated o r 
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analyzed. Ir is irrelevant what material rhey are made of. All that matters is how old they are 

and wh ere they were found. 
Adler. 

T hc T uc.\on Artifacts belong to rhe cultural patrimony of Arizona' s tribai organizarions as 

surely as Montana Boy was clai med by the C row T ribe and others in M olltana. T hose 

authori ti es in Ari'lOna today include the Ahme! O 'odham (Pima) Indians, Apache Indians, 

Cocopah tribe, Halchidhoma tTibe, Havasupai, Yavapai, and Hlla lapai tribes, Hori Indians, 

Jocome and Jano tri bes , Marieopa lribe, Mohave rfibe, Navajo Nation, SOllth ern Paiute td lJt: , 

Tohono O 'odham (Papago) tri be, Yaqui tribc, Yuma tribe and Zllni N ation. Members of the 

Pima and Papago in T ucson preserve tribai rnemories of ancient gold miners who met thei r 

downfal l in an apoca lyptic invasion by norrl,ern enernies. Hopi elders remember the lang-ago 

destruction of the Red Ci ty of the Sou th . 

Papago legends tell us, "In a Urne so la ng ago that they cannot dare it, some gentle­
to Pl'esenl.mannered, peaceflll white foreigners came among them , lived with them for a lü de wh ile, and 

did so many kind things co earn rheir affeccioll and respect tbat me Papagos lookcd upon thern 
Bancroft. 

as demi-gods" (see above VillA) . 

As a European-American, part Native American, and as a Jew, I am personally chrilled to 1882. 

claim the T ucson Arti facts as part of our national patrimony. We are aU legatees to these 

unlikeJy fi nds in the Sonoran Desert. I am shocked at me neglect they have suffe red, jusl as 1 

am ashamed at the obscuran tism of dleir cri ücs. T he)' deserve to be at the center of scholarly 

attention in the H ohobm Mjllerwj lUll cd ebrating me Southwesr's first indigenous 

civilization. T his book has hardly scratchcd tl,c surface. There are man)' more connections, 

conrexts and secrets to divli ige. I hope others wilJ fee! the same sense of recogn ition , 

exci rement, inspi ration and pride as 1 havc du ring m)' long years of investigating rhem. 

1992. 
BischQ 
Da\'id 
Bisson 

ßlancl 
StuUIl 

Bl lIl1~ 
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