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FOREWORD 


The T ucson Arrifacrs are metal objecls with inscriptions in [he Lari n, Heb rew 3nd Br)'Tho nic alp habe~ 

from the nimh centu.r , recovered in Arizona in the ye;us [924- 1929. Tbey are now preserved in m e 

rizona Hisl Ol" ical Society, Sourhern i i ion, in Tuc~on, access ioll 4.2 . 1-32. TIle stamp of 

Mesoamerican and Chi n e con necrions is also on rhel1l. Their sheer ex istence provides an exc iring boon 

to the fi I d.~ oF m dieval hisrory, America ll archeology. indigenolls <lmhropology, geography, Judaic 

srudies and Mesoamerican civilizaLion. 

The fillds have 110L kid good recognition. T ltis is nor the place for a review of th e lirerarure or point­

by-point refurar ions of rhe criric.~ . To pass over rhe checke red p r ." coverage (see II. ewspaper 

Reports), m ega-debu nl er Feder (2011) and TV producer ßurgess (20 b ), rep hen Williams has pe rhaps 

been t.he most vehcmcm artdcker. [[I FantflStil; rch,teo!ogy, rhe Peabody Pi'O~ or of N rrh /vnericatl 

Arch:.leology and Edm ography COlldemlled a11 an if"acrs and their defenders tha r gave archeology J. bad 

name. Th Tlleson e ros. s fOllnd [heir place il! C hapre.r 10, "Across rhO' Sea "n ley aille, Each wirh a 

Dirferenl :lu~e" (pp. 224-39). Here [he arci(-acrs were wirheringly consig lleu ro (he lunaric fringe in 

the same ~b i p of fools as rhei r discoverer Thomas Benr, rheir main explicam r Cyclone C ovey and rwo 

"crank scientists" (p. 239) , Haro ld Sterling G ladwin alla Leo W iener. 

For irs arrilUdes and menrali cy if- fo r no odler reason, ir is worrh examin ing Fa71tastic Archaeology in 

sa m det.a.i l. Wirh illiams' rome, rhe "puzzling re li e. o f a Roma n Je ih colony in rizena" entcr d a 

Ilew pha.~c of exis rence, one rh at would Dury lhem in in fa my in the m ind of J.cademia. 

Accordi ng ro rh back cover of lhe Dook, Professor W i!li:l1llS is "cri ric.al, bemused, and even 

:dfecrionare. " BU l "bemused" lIl e~n~ befuddled; w do nor detee[ any affeClion. The amhor. wllo raughr 

a course on Fan ras tic Archaeology until his retiremenr Jlld subsequenr death in 20 17. is all 

cOlldescension. As tor "cr iriea l," his book demonH ably doe not renecr UPO Il or pr mOLe (he correer 

and ca reful. He do nor revea l (hal he llas even scud ied the T LlC.\OIl An iracrs fi rsrhJ.nd . He invesrigares 

rhern !Tom an ivor}' rower, 1Il1lsrering a devastating aeeoLlne of [he pllbli .icy (har led ro th ir darnnario n 

Gya g nerJ.[ ion or arclteologists rhi rry yea rs ago. 

Williams sets the stage for his inquisirorial proceedin gs wirh :J sweeping denunc iation of H arold 

S erling G ladwill (18 83-1983). G ladwin ove!' his long liferime provided multiple offe nses [Q dle 

areheological cornmuniry, long set in rheir dogmas agaiosr any whifT of" diffl.lsionism. Williams 

inr roduc ~ hirn as 1\. V. Kidder'~ bored srockbroker sid kick who bccaIl1t' the bu11 in the china shop of 

Sourhwe5r archeology: 

He had been charging abom the SOlll'hwesr, digging wi rb a crew 3r Casa Gra nde south of Phoeni x, 

rhen buying a l.arge collection f pOlteI')' thar had been excavated in eas tern ArizollJ., necl r Sr. Johns. 

While in rhar :uea he passed through the old mini llg rown of C loDe i.n G ib ou ncy, Arizona, and 

near there foulld a nice old lady digging an ancie m Pli bIo rui ll wirh a pi ckax alld a s rna ll coal 

shovel (226). 

O n ehe posirive side, G ladwin fo und d ila Pue blo, a ' major research celHer fo r Southwesrem 

ar .haeology," pllbli shed thirry-nine volumes in aseries thar gu ara nreed " ourhwe re rn ar haeology 

wOllld never be the sam e agaiu. " surveyed "almosr ten rhoLl sand prehiswric si res," a.nd rablished 

"recognirion of rwo ne v maj o r uJturalll ni rs. I Iohobm and Mogollon." Hi discoveries resll ired frorn 

"a cornbi ar ion of perceprioll , good [orrune. and the fight pe rsonuel, " along wirh "a drivin g passion ro 

XI 
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' 

know, an appropriate amount of funding, and perseverance ." Bur on the negarive siele, G ladwin was 

sometimes "half cocked" (227) and "ralher far-our" (229), He clid n ot have "easy imeracrions even wirh In 

his own sratr' (228), He challenged A E, Douglass, hroke with Emil W, H aury and was "grossly unfair" 

(23 0) [Q Kidder, whom he satiri z.ed in lhe 1947 book Men Ottt ofAsia as Dr. Phuddy Duddy (see below 

"lu C ase You Should EwrNeed to Jnvem a C opper Bell in a Hurry," VIII. 10), 

Arriving at rbe g reatesr sin in Gladwin's IOJ)g career, Willi~u11s stares, "J have always regarded Mm 

OutofAsia as a SOrt o f 'hyper-diffusionist' spooP' (229), Ir was "d n artack on the widely held hyporhesis 

of New \'(/orld independent invention" rhat criticized "the accepted chronology for New W odd 

preh isrory at borh ends of the tim e scale" (230), Gladwin was "grossi)' out-of-dare . , , wronghe:lded . . 

· famasric , ., preposrerous .. , absurd" (229-232). 

G ladwin's gap-f1Uer in lvlen Om ofA;'ia was no less rh~u1 the rerr103nrs of Ale:xander's fleet, leaving 


irs PersiaI1 port in 323 B,C. after Alexander's dearh, and h ead ing imrepidly easrward um il rtllln ing 


imo rhe New \X1orld, I wish I were joking, for [hen we would have been spa red some racher bizarre 


recem deveJopmems in Famasd c Archaeology, but no, thac's jus t what Gladwin suggested (232) .. 


. T he text is such a mishmash of culru ral tra irs ~Uld time periods dut it boggles the m ind , . . Ir all 


adds up to cOllfused rhinking and bad dara, I'm afraid (23 3) . 


';l!.e , 

How to expIain such a bad eareer move? Tell years laler, tb c seventy-four-year-old G ladwin e 

produeed "a handsorne, privalely published, 380-page voillmt entidedA Hisrory ofthe A ncim t Southlllest Wiene! 

· .. a rem arkable documenr" (235-36). Whar many mlght have regasded as a bold synmesis was a lavish, Srudid 

bur laugb able attempr to flr the pieces of the puzzle together. Willjam s makes mineemea l of its "map , (md S( 

· . covered with arrows as resdess peoples and idcas movc about the area in a ~ plendidl)' complex in terplay Ameü 

of dara drawn /Tom porsherds and excav3tions "(236), 

W e ca rch glimpses of the miscreanr Gladwin in his o ld age, scribbling in his norebooks and pcnning ~ri7.ol 

"an unh appy parody of an arcbaeological monogr<lph" deriving (he Mogollon and H oh okam culru res up 501 

from, of all places, Libya in N orth Afr ica (238). Gladwin sealed his fa te by joining rhe newly founded rhat { 

7pigraphic Society in 1975, when bOlh Barry Fell alld George C aner welcomed him on board. In the D1cr ~ 

end, it is WilJiams' painful dur)' ro inform readers tb at Harold Ster ling G ladw in ca n only be assessed as Ihm 

borh all "erraric genius" alld "crank scienrist" (239). ear 

Frorn rhe "sadly disquietillg" case of Gladwin, we are raken to the next sideshow in \'(/ ilJiams' stuR), Man 

archeologi cal circus, " rhe discovery of a ROmaJl-]ewish colon)' near Tucson, Arizona, darin g to A.D. 

700" (239). Fllntastic ArcheoJqg;y came our of a class \X!ilJi ams tall gh t (349), and we can almost hear the lesse 

groans of " five hundred Ha rvard ulldergraduares and Extension sruclenrs," In a snoory asi de, \X1iUiam ''the 

ask.~, "How di d G lad\vin miss du.> ond" (239). H e begins the stor)' by exposing the ma~rermind behi nd rruu 

it with " the improbable name of Cyclone Cü\'ey" (239) who has kept the Cüalus hoax alive. At this De< 

time, Gladwin was safuly dead so he could not reply ro WillialllS' bo rderline libel, bUl Covey was not. and 

ever mi nd lh at: " the Ari7.0na ns had heard ir aJI before" (239). 

Williams does not have kind things ro say abour Covey's 1975 book. H e note5 that Caudus was 

self-publish ed and scigmatizes il as a product of the VallilY Press. (S niggers from rhe undergrads.) "I 

hare mysclf for makillg Fun of a serious case," he contin ues sarcasrically, "bur rhese hypcr-di ffllsionisrs, 

and we must certail1ly dass Professor C ovey as one, seem ro take dle qllestion of why these early 

advenrurers m ade this trip and how they did it as an irrelevant query. Those ropics are hasdly menrioned; 

the foeus is on the a1,tifaets ar hand, nor the eontext and cerra.iJlly nOt (he motives and mer.hocls of me 

xii 
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negative ide. Gladwi n was 

. "~y illlCracrio ns even wirh 

iJllI ' ;lIld W,l$ "grossty unfuir" 

r. Phllddy Duddy (see be/aw 
. 10). 

'1 hav<: always regarded Jden 

In the \Videi)' held hypothesis 

~1ronology far New Wor/d 

o f~d:lle ... wronoheaded o .. 

Iof Alexander' fleer, leavi ng 

idly ~Is rward umil run ning 

I spared ome racher bizarre 

Gladwi ll .\ugge,)[ed (232) .. 

bogglc ' the lllind ... Ir all 

tj'- oILr-year-old G ladwi n 

ry aJ/he A.nrienr So uthwcst 

old symhesis was a lavish, 

. mincemcat of i[s "map . 

Ildi dly complex in rerplay 

i~ l1 orebooks and pen ning 

J1 and Hohoka.m culrures 

in ing (he newly fo unded 

ed hi m on board. In the 

11 elll t111 1y be assessed as 

how in Williams' sru ffy 

IA rizo lla. dilling to A. , 
we a n :lImost hea r the 

.InDOl)' as ide, W illiams 

[he rn;l,'irermi nd behi nd 

lalus hoax alive. Al rhis 

I. bu t Covey was no t. 

nOte:; [hm Cal" filS was 

[he lI ndergrach .) "I 

ese hyper-d ifh.l;;ionisrs, 

I or why these early 

~. re hardly memioned; 

. and meehods of ehe 

travelers" (240) . 

In an alre l\l p ' at levit)', \)(!illiams ad mi u tha t the idea of Larin anel H ebrew inscriptions in medieval 

T ucson swti ns one'- creduliry unless "hyper-difFusion is your ga me and you can cas ually bring Wl11e 

Romans across the A rbl1lic and then overland to Arizona." ( 10re mirch in eh e rafters.) U ow I know 

thar Sun Belr real es rare is pret alrracrive coda)' ;lnd Glll imagine lhe rock-botrom prices in AD. 700, 

bur il does setl1l like a lang W~lY 1O go For a suntan" (240). 

Lallflched rrom ehe lranquiliry ofhis Easr Coasr aerie. \Vi!!iams' a ttack < gaills r inexpl icable. Clr~l\ <I )' 

rhings in the AmeriCll1 W est :md American pas t is norhillg if no t weU organ ized. J\w~ue rhat an enemy 

musr aiwJ)'s have a face, he descends inro plor SUl1l l11 J t ies <I nd characrer analyses wi rb zesl. He gi ves J 

succincr descri ptioll o r rh t: thirty-odd lead objecrs (240). their d iscovery in 1924 (241-42), rhe 

news paper brouhaha, Bem ~ll1d anier's offe r (0 se!! the arri bc rs (0 [he Univers ity of Arizon <l for 

516.000 (24 -47), the short-lived dig under .lohn H and nd [he eve n s dut led ro Dcan C ummings' 

"hnal Repon" of 19 O. His tory will always draw a veil over why C lI mmi ngs supposedly cha nged his 

rnind . boul the a.nlE cr s, bIll we are struck by \X!illiarns ~ pecu!ation.s rl lar EmU Haury an ! ""orge 

Hawley played pivola! roles(247-49). \Vi!!iams also addresses \)(!i!!ialll C. Roo t', specrro copic analys is 

of the arrif.'lets' lead in 1925 ("nor im pressed"), and wri te" du r ne, , bette r assays s holl ld be done (250). 

They were nor, lea illg rhe lead and pos<; ib ili ry of p/amini!, rhe on l)' 10 0 e ends in an otherwisewarertig ht 

casc. 

\Ve won' t go imo rhe nasry lllopping-up ~ eetions Ot re-pea l lhe ca lu rt rnies Williams heap.s upon Leo 

Wiener (A(i'ica mul thf Disco llery ofAmericrt, .3 vds.), lvan an Sertima (associa re professo r of Africu ,;1 

Studies at Rllq:!;ers Un iversitv), AlexJllcler von \'Vurthenall ( Tenllco m a Pottn'] in Pre-Collllbian Centro! 

arId SOl/ th Amerira) and Joseph B, Mah an, foullder oe the now-defw lCl Ins ri t ure fo r rhe (Ud}' o f 

American C ulru res (2 '11- '- 6). 

A much differelll rake on thc artifacts Clll1e fro m E. B. (T ed) Sa)'le;; . longtirne di recror of rhe 

Arizolla Sta re MlI~eum al [he U ll iversir!, 0 Arizona (f~mtlJJ-ü!s of old, 19(8). "Dean umrnings packee! 

ur some or d1e trosses and headed eas( to show rhern lO other scient isLS," he writes . C ummi ngs reporred 

du r (he revelari ons from rhe am ;) Cruz had been rece ived wirh "grarifying i nrcres r, " desp i re havi ng 

met a wall a skeptici~m I'llounred b , the Allleri ciln Assoc i ~ rion fo r rhe Ad tl ncerne nr or Science and :1. 

([rm vote of 11 0 fro ll! the W:I., hi ngron AGldelll Y er Sciellce Cl 08, 110). O n JanuJf}' 5, 1926, Cu mrn ings 

seIlt Sem J rdegram, which assured [he loeal comrnuniry: "Presented T ucso n Finds. Nobody scoffed . 

lv[:my interesced (1 08)." 

Sayb \ erch cl the loal- k:ic..m-boy-sludying-for-rhe-jJfiesthood wild goose chase, Fowler Larin 

Ic som, Morrno n escapade. andtr;ll1der\ "Roman-Jewish serrlernenr idea" C1J111 Querzalcoad 

·' theor)'.·' He reproduced drawings or eigh t aniEKts in a group and quored lhe Star co ncerni ng (heir 

m ,lnuf:1CtIlre, T hey were ". CdSl of/eael alld ,UllimollY allo)' showi ng trace.s or tin . gold, silver Jnd copper,' 

Dean CUflllnings reporced. n arie.) added J lew nO(es on their "erude" casting and, as h e rook ir,. haping 

and in cisin g: 

Ore, of rhis charaeret werc mined in the T ll cson mou nrains ;1Ild od er mou nrain~ farrh er 10 the 

south. The a res had probably bee n Cfushed a llel crudely smel red, the merals puclclied and then 

lIsed ... mosr of the J rt ic!es havc been cast and then shaped by h m mering and srn oothing ... 

the engravi llg ha.> beeIl done by a sharp poinl with , naigh[ . [roke. AU are crudely f;Ldlioned 'llld 

show such wo rk as rni gh t be expecred co be pro Illced by rnen LIl Ule dese rr counu r of Arizoll<l 

wid1 few rools and nQ mcchanical appliances. 



'i vc iJ e, Gladw in was 
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~l1thes i. was i\ lavish, 
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b 
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~ on bOll.rd . In rhe 
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n \X!illialllS' sm ffy 

a, da ting ro A,D . 
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. aside, Williams 

Sre rl1\illd behind 
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wh]" these early 
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memo :L~ of cll 

traveJers" (240), 

[r l a l1 an mp t <I r levi t)/, \1(!illiams ::tdmi Ui (kll the idea of Larill alld I ebrew inscriptions in m ed ieval 

T ucson st rai ns one's c redu lity unless "hyper-diHu5ioll is your garne ;md l'Oll eH! casually bring so me 

Romam across the Atlanr ic Jnd ehell overland ro Arizona." (More m irrh in the [Jfters.) " ow 1 kn ow 

[h ar Sun Bell rea l eS[, Ce is tJretry altrauive today amI call iIl1agi llc [he rock-bonom prices in A. D. 700, 

bur il does seem li ke a IOllg wal' ro go for ~1 s llntan" (240). 

Lall nched frOIll rhe rn1I1quiliry of hi ~ Ea.> r C OdSl ae rie, \1(!illiams' auack agaj n c inexplicable, fUJway 

thillgs in [he Americ lil West anel Am erican past is llothing if nOl weil organized. A W<1 re that an enern)' 

IIl l1 t always lu ve ;J &tce, he descends inro plot su m maries and characrer analyses wirh zes r. H e gives a 

slIccinc[ dcscriptioll ,r eh e thir ry-odd le,1d objecrs (240), ['hei r d iscovery in 1924 (241-42), the 

newspaper brouhaha, BeIH a llCl Mallier 's lfer (0 seil the an iLlct · ro rhe U niv,ersiry of Ari'wna feH 

$ 16,000 (24 6-47), [he 'h orl-lived dig under .fohn Ha nd a ll ~ th e eveIllS rhar led ro Dean C ummin gs' 

"Final Repon" of 1930, Hisrory will always draw d veil over wh)' C UlUmi llgs supposecily changed his 

mind about d Ie an ifacrs, bur w" a re srruck by \1(!illiam, ' sp cu b.rions rhat Emi l Hau ry and George 

f lawley played p ivout role$ (247-4 9), W illiarns also <tddresses Witlia f1l C. Roor's specrroscop ic '1ll a.lysi$ 

oFrhe arrifacrs' lead in 1925 ("not jmpressed") , a lld write,<' rh ar new, bet re r assays should bc done (250). 

T hcy were nor, leavi ng [he lead ;lI1d possibiliry of phnring the only l(lOS" ends in an orherwise waterr ight 

(;1.~e , 

'V(! e wo n'c go imo the nasry m opping-u p secrions or r pea[ [he ca lul11lli es Will iams h e;l ps upo n Leo 

Wiener (Africa ,md chf: Disco1!cry ofAmeriCfl, :3 vok), Ivall Vall Serrin a (associate pro resso r o f Afrieana 

Srudies at Rurgers lli. ersity) , A!ex:ander VOll W ur thelldu (Terracotltil PottClY in P re-Co!mbian Ccntra! 

(md South America) and J sep h B. M han, founder of rhe now-defullct Insriru te tor rhe Study of 

American C uleures (251-56), 

A m lleh djtTer fit rake on rhe arribcrs came from E. B, (Tt:d) S;lYIes, longt ime dirccTor of rhe 

Arizon <l S ta re Ml.I ~ellm ar th e U nivers ity oCArizona (FalLtasit s (~rCo!d, 1( 6 8). "Dea n C urnmings packee! 

up some 01' thc crosses an d headed <sr to show the.rn ro other scienris ls," he wri les , C mn m ings reporred 

dur the revelatio ns Cro m [he Sama C rllz had beeIl received with "gratifyin g i lHeJ,'e-,> I. " cl pile having 

!ller a wall a skepricism rn ollnted by rh e mericall Associario n o r lh e Advancemenr of Science and a 

fJ rll1 vote of nofrol1l rhe\ ashingronAcaclelllyofScien e (108, 110), ll]alllla.ryS, 1926, umrnings 

sem Bem a relegram. which dSSlI.red {he loeal cOI11mllni ry: " Presenred T ue,on Fillds. obody scoffed. 

IV!:t llY inreres ted (108). " 

Sayles ' kerched [be 10cal- lv! exicall-boY-Sludyillg-for-the-prieslhood \ Hel goose chase, Fowler Latin 

les\on~ , Mormoll escapacles and ~rr;llIde r's "R rnau-Jewish setrlernellt id ea" cllm uet'Z<lkoad 

"theor)'," He reproduced e!rawings of ei [;ht ;lITiElCt , in 3. grollp and quoret! rh e Star concerni ng [heir 

manu Facwre, T hey we re "'cas t' o flead and anlimon )' alloy ~ howi llg [races of tin, gold , s ilver alld coppe.r,' 

Dean Clffi1ll1 ings rcpor red." Sayles added a lew IlO[es Oll rl leir "emde" casdng ,Lnd. as he rook ir, shaping 

Jlld in c [ s ing~ 

O res of lh i ~ ch aracter were rnined in dIe T l! son mou nrains ami ad le r 1Il0Umailis fa reh er ! o the 

somh, T hc ores had probabl ' beeIl crus hed e1lld crudel)' me! recl, rh e rner;lis pucldJed a ll el ehen 

used .. , mos t of he ani cle,~ hav been cast anel rh en s ll aped by hammering and m oorhi ng ... 

th e engraving h<l,\ heen clone by a sharp poi nt wirh a straigh r srrol e. All a re LTudel )' fas hio ned <.lJId 

show 'uch work JS m igh t be expected ro be produced by mell in th e desert coulHry of A.rizona 

wirh few roo[ ~ alld no rn echanical appliance:.. 
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SayJes. like C ummings bdore !lim. was wrong about the meallS ofengraving on the T ucson Crosscs; c 

they were not incised on a flnish ed sllrface by ;] scalpeI. but produced by the double-reverse process of 

a losr-wax ceramie matrix using a sha rp (001 on d wax sllIface. Sayles. however, as a comemporary 

witness, covered the university's vanishing aer in the affai r, aldlOugh he did not go infO mallY dewik 

Finally, he (Otaled up the ballot on both sides and rcnel.ered a verdi el of suspended judgment. 

"~'() one . .. ever questioned the fac t that thc Lead C rosses came trom [he gravel-caliche bech at 

the li me kiln as reponed by theil" discoverers anel. as witnessed by others," he wrote. "These qllestions 

have never been sati sfacroriJy amwercd (112). " 

Sayles adop red a sober rone when he observcd that [he newspaper accoulHs berween Decembet 13, ll1oul1raim 

1925 anel. March 7, 1926 were probably not the wh ole srory. He wondered abour players and inrerludes 

missed in the reporring alld said, "Had I known abour [the Lead C rossesl when the controversy raged, 

my syrnpathy would have been with the Star and rhose who worke.d tO derermine their origin <1nd 

meani ng, raeber tban with those who set our ro condell1ll thern be fo re they could be i11Vesrigated (112)." 

ayles ended by ex:pressing his hope that the Tucson ArrifacLS would "be preserved in some Arizona 

llIuseum .·' This hope wa.-, realized twcnry-f1ve years brer. But it was nor the Arizon<l museum, where 

"the dOC1l1l1emS of the stare's hiSlOricaJ backgrounds, and the recorch of i r~ archaeological paS t" we r, 

hOllsed, but tbe one across the srreet from Sayles' old baunrs. the Arizona HisroricaJ Sociery M useum, 

form erly kllown as the Tucson Pioneer Museum. sou rJ1e:u. t-facing 

When [ flrsr em barked on my career as a medieval Latinisr, my Doktor Murter, Berthe M . Ma rti lebrew. Two it 

advised me dlar no credcllliaJs were needed to enter the übrari e..~ and 1l10nasteries of Europe beyond a petroglvphs.f11 

simple. self-dedaraöon U1a t YOll were a c1assics scholar allrt inrerested in inspceting rheir mareriak with a sharp ll1tc 

Accordillgly, I visited scores of depositories containing Lati.n and G reek rnaullscripts. T bc high point of I recogniz.e 

my career was serving as rhe director ofcaralog projecls for th e Hili Monastic Manuscrip t Lib rar}' ar St. m eaaling [rom j 

John 's Abbey ami the Universüy of N orre D ame's Ambwsiana Libr~lry collection. 	 here. Or W~lS il 

thunderer"; Th My cxperience in Arizona wirh irs archeology and outdoor s ires was completely different. I 

encountered almo~l nothj ng bur Obstrllction from eontaclS ar dle A rizona Stare Museum, srate and Dur AT WJ,) a si 

federal park ~ervices , private and public 3rcheology alld preservation groups alld, mosr disappointingly, Fi eld trips 

the Desert Laborator)' in charge ofTumamoc Hili, a key site barred ro visitors uJ][iI201 3. T ucsol1 Art ifac 

BefoTe ll10ving ro Arizo na, I could lay claim ro only a bowing acquaintancc with the T ucson lookout above 

Art i faCts . Li ke some rUlTlor of war, (hey hUJlg in the background. Occasionally, their exislence would resi dem of C!c 

corne up at conferences and in correspondence. \X1hen I atrended the lasr rew l11eerillß$ of dl e Insti tute nine-peraled \\ 

for the Srudy of American Cult UIes. T mer Cyclone Covey. Alter T moved ro New Mexico, I incillded on a bowl fre 

CalaJus a$ a piece of tne puzzle in 111y own book invesögaring the Los Lunas DecaJogue Stone. I imporranr miJ 

arrem pred to disCllSS the T ucson artifaers wirh orher scholars. A know-oorhing attirude would i nvariably \ll from rhe S 

rna re rialize, although M edieval Aeaderny friends tike Grmela VircilJo Fra nkJin and Richard H. Rouse Il ivers irr . H 

The T uc were not discouraging in rbeir COl11ll1cnrs. Rabbi Arnold M ark Belzer was also inrercs red in a positive 

way. dead ar rhe sa 

I first inspccred the T ueson ArtiflCtS in O crober of 201 3. My wife aud 1 drove down from Phoenix. surviv:-tls of al 

We met two local rand,ers in what is now the Ironwoods National Fores r, a fed eral parkJ.and (har th ese in lead. gold;l 

lWO prcservarionis rs helped create in 2002. After parking in the sceret spa.ces reserved for visitors-the to elldure lik 

real grail on any college campu~-we made our way to the Arizona Historica.l Society Museum through more than od 

~tudenrs in hoodies and shorts ca rrying backpa.cks and talking on cell phones. The rush of pedestrians ,lnd Land of 

As for dreminded m of desert w3shes fl lJ ing wich floodwaters. 

The vital missing link had fallen inro place in dJe SULIlmer of 2013, wh en I resllrned my 01' the origin: 
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correspondenee wiLh Pro fessor Covey, rhen in his n ineries. alalu , meaning "wasted" inhabiranrs or 

cl sen peopl seerned [0 be i ntiea! wirh Hohokam, a word wi rh eh 'ame mean ing to ch Pima and 

Papago Indians, or Tohono 'odium. Thal fall, my wire and I [Qulcd Lhe Ironwoods a riona! For st 

wirh rhe two IOGds a ring as our ·'llides . 

"Whar aminure, i511 'r tha t H ebrew wriring?" 

\'<1e had rendezvoused Ln th > SawlOOLh 11011lllains alld were examining <In oureropping of basale 

,md graui te boulders in the T :1lor HilI. . A bo rder (.larrol helicoprer cheeked u~ Out, along wirh a euriOllS 

YO llng golden eagle, TLUned back b the Me iean- meriean cou ple who lived l1nder rhe brow of 

InüllO r.li ns tha r seemed to have [10 way in, who bad wa rned us rh ar "bad people" fired porsho Qi ar hikers 

in rh 'awtoorhs last week, we contenred uurselv . wirh exploring lhe ollrerop" boulders alld r eording 

its perroglyphs. Arnong images o f bighorn sheep and child bea ring, eresa dr · w our attemion to whdr 

seemed lO be Roman nu merals . 1\ cloll d of riny whire bli rrerfl ies () aled over her. 

"Coyotes" had eamped lhere-people-smugglers from sou ch of rh border-:md loeals llsed rhe 

sit as a dump. O ld tirt"S, rin calls and car parts lay scarrered a11long (h e p ckmarked bOllldeQi of a ll1ulli­

million-year-old volcani ven t. 

Gu m hors in the distanee . Ti m e to lea e. 

Whar caugh r my eye !lOW was some tecre ring carved above a peuoglyph of a rhunderbird in the 

sourhea.sr- fac ing eJl[[ance tO rhe si re. pon a eloser look, ir tllm ed ou t ( 0 be in t he Ladn alph l c, not 

J Ieb rew. Two lellers, A ami T , rood ou r deepl)' inci ed in a po ili o n p:Jrrly through more an ient 

perroglyphs. T he monumental Rom:Ul le rters wert complerely repari narcd. Th were obviously made 

wirh a sharp me I tool. 

I reeognized the word as a Larin abb reviarion , At{ii} "oC or belongi ng ro At ius, " a prope r noun 

mean ing from Athens, or Arrica, o r reek. Ancienr people w ho knew Lar in and had metal rools were 

hcrc. r was ir an abb rt'Viarion fo r ALtirOl/fl/'/s, all pi rher for the Rom~lI1 god Ju p irer meaning "high 

rhunderer" ~ That readi ng would fi t weil wilh rhe perroglyp h of rhe chl1nderbird n Kt ro il. E irher way, 

our AT was a sign (har R oma n alphaber users had b e.n in rhe Sa nta C ruz valler. 

Field rrips rmned up, ready rriekle oF "im ilar evidenec. There va., a n R Illarchi ng rhat on rhe 

Tu son Arrifilcrs c;Jrved on ignal Hill along wi rh a d is rincrive nine-peraJed wh ite rose aud an armored 

lookout above a sqll are m<lze-lik srrU(lure lhat s Oled LO repre.se.nr e ither a row n or m ine, A longrime 

resident of , lobe o ffe red to show us h is o llect ion of Roman coi us frorn rhe area. I discovered (har rhe 

nine-petaJed wh ire ro e appeared on cl banner earried by an a rmored solel ier wich meta! pears dep icccd 

on a bm I from a village excav<!red in rhe 1920s in Gr;IIH Coun ty, Süurhw $re.rn Ne, Mexi co, an 

imporram rnining dis rriel. Dared co the renrh or eleventh eenrllt)'. rhis beamifll] Mi m b res piece in Sty le 

III from the Swarrs R uin sire is now in rhe Peabody M US lim of Archaeology and Eth llology Jr Harvard 

Un ivcrs i[ y. How did Professor Williams miss that: 

T h c Tucson Anif~ r C:J nnOl siOlulraneollsly be. aurhenric fllld and ridiculous hoa xes. aUve alld 

dead ar rhe sa me time like Schrädinger's ear. In rn.lrh. [he)' are not irnposiriolls in ny seilse but fJrecioLis 

survivab o f a lost world. liver, SOll oCJ oseph, had [he anna!s ofthe kings ofRhoda preserved and sealed 

in lead, gold and \Va . Th is Brecoll soldier, SOll ofa disl inguished internalional merchanr, inrend d rhem 

ro endu re lil e Horace 's fJoerry a, "a monument more lasr ing d u.ll bwnze. " The T ucson Arril:acrs are 

rnore rhall odd h is w rical ~Lnolll<l lies . Cl 'hey are religiolls objecrs rhat ref, rence repearedly (he God of Israel 

,md Land of Is rael. T he)' shou ld be accorded our res peer ~L' such. 

A.s for me indigenous backgrOLUld, [ was in t~1r aseries of as rnnishing d iseoveries. W hen I lea rned 

of [he o rigins of the H ohobm in a Tolree Ch i himec conqlIer of the T llC,OIl and P hoenix bas ins in 
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the sevemh cenrury ... of d1 e many culrural impulses from Pacific Oeean eolorues in Miehoacin, Jalisco 

Jnd Nayarit ... and of [he overlooked monuments ofToirec eivilizati on sLleh as rheir elaborate rel igion 

ca.. 

and epic literature, I was ready CO S3Y tO myself, a..; I had so ohen in rbe past, "Everyrhing I r.hoLll!ht I 

kJlew abour Indians is wrong." 

As a professionally tTained medievalist, L1t in paleographer and historian, I have bee.n forced by the 

presenr chaUenge of understandillg and comexruau7jng the Tucson An ifacrs to vemu re inro unJ.am iliar 

Aelds of knowledge, including J udaic studies, Me$oarnericaJl histo ry and archeology. lf I have made an)' 

errors or mi!irakes I takc fuJl respon~ibility . Areheologisls, 3nthropologisrs, Jewish seholars and oehers all 

have their bLind Spots alld prejudices. As alread)' sraled, hQwever, this is not a book abOtl[ renHin g the 

refurers. I hope thar it simply can be judged on irs own a.s a positive coIJtriburion to an importanr subjecr 

by a serious weiter. 

In closing, l am gratefullo Roben C. H)'de, who rook documenrary photographs in March 2015; 

to Cyclone C ovey ~or his m.an)' eommenrs and mor;1I suppon; to Laraine Da!)' Jones and D oreen C rowe 

of the Arizona H istorie<! 1 $ociery Museum, Sourhern Division, T lIeSOn, for all their ass ista nce through 

several visirs and subsequem correspondence, as weil as Ca.i rJin La mpman and [he other helpful sta(f 

members there, also those at rhe Arizona. Srare Museum, c$pecially JaneUe Weakley, curator of rhe 

photographic colleetion; to Rebeblh T abah PercivaL photo archivisr aJl d curator at the Arizona H erirage 

emer at Papago Park, Tern pe; to Vern ar the since-closed Arizona Mining and Mineral Museum in 

Phocnix; an d [0 Vicror Bianchi for identiF)'ing Lhe Mimbrc.s bowl in secDon L'\. Special arrwork was 

supplied uy Valeria M:irquC'L. Man)' thauks also for their encouragernenr- or forbcarance, as case rna)' 

be--to Arnold M ark Belzer, Dona! Buchanan, David Coamey, G ary A. David, Jerry Ellis, Chri!> 

FineFrock, Jakay Jarvis, S.ephen C. Jetr. Siu-Leung Lee, James Le.s lie, Wayne Ma)" Roben E. M eBeath , 

David Mowa. Cbrist ille Pelleeh, Alex Rodriguez, Virginia Rosales, John Arili llr Rllskamp, Kathy R)'der, 

Rafael SerraIlo, Angela E . Warkins, BriaJ1 E. Wilkes and Paul G. Yates. Fina li)', I am very mueh indebted 

to m )' wife Teresa A. Pamher-Yares fo r editing the m;UJ uscripr and for her constanr suPPOrt t.h rough so 
man)' )'ears Oll th is project. 

Th is \vork cannol claim to be lhe beginning of the end. bUI it is, in mony rcspeers, I hope, lhe end 

of rhe begiJHung. 

robcr 22, 2017 

Roman inscription in Tatar Hills. 
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CHRONOLOGY 

Ea rly I nculruraJ h ;riüd bcgins in American Soulhwcsr l Jld orthern M<:.xi co 

Thera "ul BO lTuprs, SIId,kllly mding Min oa.n iviIi zar ioll 

Exodus 

]\I[ermew :!rc Period in Egypr. LlIwian and oeh er Sca Penple- in :t~ ion s in Meuie rranel n; O lmecs 

bllild San l.orcnw; Baskcullaker I or D es ' rt dlaje; ,.\ o ran i Empire~ rabli shed by W Olan in 

:hiapa\, H"nduras ;lIId G uar 'male; My.:: nacaJl Ci"i lizatitm \ lIcclImbs ro reck D ark Ag~ 

(untiI HOO); T rojall ~ ar, 11 94- 1184 

King D av iJ makc:. Jerus:lkm hi .\ c:lpiral 

So lomoni mplc (d rroyt:d 586) ; King olomo!1 Contn ts with Hiram. :t Phm:nician, ami 

se nd, lradi ng shi ps [0 O phi r (vario llsly spdlcd ;1.., Soph ir. Sophai ra and ollphe ir). pcrh aps ehe 
[ndu> vallc:y (Supp:rra­ <l llvira) 

FOUllual ion of Carrhag 

f"und al iLm "f Rome (A U.. tyl\: (uaring) 

600 Jeremiah rh e prophet 

586 D esrrll lion of first Telllpk. lhbylonian Capli viry 00 , "s 

515 Scond Temple bui le in j erusaJcm 

500 Zapotecs start bllild ing Mo nre Alb:ln; , Ir ibcriaJlS: coloni7"nio n of Polyncs i:t 

483 T radiri ü nal J .lle of Lh· dt:.1rh of Gamam3 Buddh a 

323 [)~:mh (t\J 'xanlk r Ihe. Crcar; arli c:sr rr ·.:-ring dal " Veman:l Cav , M~lIrya ki llgdom in lndil 

(llmil 187) 

300 ~ouJl(ling of l'eorihUJ.C:l n 

230 Prulcmy [l I ~ Illb f1 CI ro ircumnJvig:m: rhe world; 233, dt:arh o f Asoka , grca [c~( of M aurya 

rulers anel allrnnr 01' rhe Law uf Piery (dbommn) 

200 S. ravahana D ynasry in [) can region o f ct:mral S( urh lndia; llan Dyn:lSry in C hina <borh unol 

200 E) 

161 Envoys ofJlldah th c M.ccabl'<: visit Romt 

146 Romans complerdy Je.muy CarJlagc 

33 D eath f "!eop:ura; starr elf tl gLL~tali >. of Roman Em pin' 
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45 CE Simon P<::fer sojoum~ in ] ewish qUJfl. cr ofTras[cvcre ou[si,!c Rome ncar latcr chllrch of Sl. 425 
ci lia Jnd Synagogut: of th<" Hchrcw~ favo r<"rI by m erchants and sa.ilors n<:ar I'orra Portu~nsis 

432 


50 Basketmakcr IJ (until 500); Tlg [>eripllJS 0/11)(' Erythrtleall SOl; Roman coins larer fOllnJ in 


l' attanam in Kerala and Plidukorrai in T am il N adu incJlIde specim <::ns of thc aurros lIsed for 

455
in tcrnational trade rrom C aligula and N ero (37 -(8), Ia ter hoar Js discovered on the Malabar and 


Coroll1andd coastS fea ture ernperors AJltoninl ~~ [' ius JJ1d Marcus Aurelius (1 38-1 90) 

458 


69-70 D esrruction of mc r emple in Jcrusal cm by the Rom ans; Are consumes tbe T em ple of] upirer in 

465


Rome, with :111 irs tr<";ni e" cd in s, rcligious tellr ... anti laws 

468

75 	 Spoils ofJ t wish Wars housed by Ve~pasiaJt in Tem pk of Peacc (bur nL'd in Hn.:, 191) 

470

79 	 Erupti on OfVCSIfVius, dcstrucöon of Pompey (August 24), death of Pliny the Eider; 80, Temple 

ofjupirer, rchuilt by Vcspas ian in 7">, bums during th e reign ofT itus, agai n des rroying most of 476 

Rom e's rccords [or p\lblic mem ory 


496 

93 Jo;,ephus, Ihe !1ntiqllitin oftfll' /ew.r; Jews in thc cit)' of Romc: lIumhlT ,Ibo ll r 40,000 


500 

117-138 	 Rllle of H adrial.l , :z.en irh of the Roman Empirc, rning ofJewish Jen lS:l lem after Bar Kokhba 

RCl'olt of 132; ·J·hCll(Lt~ (C Olhi c, ·n 1codonH, T odIOS), one of the Tann aim, or sage.s of 

M ishn:lh , cxpollnds thc Torah in Rom" 520 


200 	 M ishnah complct.ed; C alixtlahuaca Roman head~ Rom,UJ brick m ason marks a[ ComalcaJco; md 

of Earl)' AgricuJrural aJld start of E'lrJ)' Ceram ic J>criod in SOllthwcs{; PeiarioJl, possibJy a W dsh 526 

Jew (Pelagian), {caches ar Ro m<: 


530 

ca. 250 	 ßirth of Benjam in in Gaul; Aurclia n W al l. 271-275 ami b rcr 

542 

300 	 Roman shipwrccks in Rio de Janciro harbor 

312 	 T h"odosian Code restriets rigbrs ofJ('ws, thOllgh (11 \:y are srill ;lll allowcd religion; C hurch of 550 

Alexandria b,;gios [() us'~ t hc Hyk o f dating !ater known as A.D. 


560 

320-550 Gupta Empire creatc.s golden ag<: oflcarning in lndia. sprc:ads Hi ndu-Buddhist ideas. art atHl 


archi rt'ctillc 10 Americas, especially to M a)'as in tbeir C lassic Period 


569 

325 Tradilional da te of consecration of Roman basilica of Holy Cross in Jerusalem (Santa C roce in 


GerllsaJemme) in Se,sorian P:1Jacc of Hdcna 


337 	 D earh of C{)nstann nc: C hrisli imilY official religion of Rom <:; consccr:uion of Holy SC'PIIIchcr in 580 

Jerus,ucm 

ca. 350 	 \Xlood of the T rue Cross discovered in J erusalcm, latcr atu iburetl tO H d t:JIa 590 


359 Em peror Ju li an proposC5 rehuilding temple in jCfIlS'UCI11 


59 

ca. 380 BlIilwn g of cwcule in COllsta.nrini an C hurd1 of dlC H ol)' Stvuld1er; 382-385 pilgrimage of 


Egeria from Sp,tin or Gaul 


61 

410 	 G oths sack Rome. carrying off the rcm:üning spoils of the T u n plc in ]erusaJcm 

xv ii i 
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Wdsh 526 

530 

542 

h (1C 550 

560 

569 
111 

580 

590 

596/600 
ur 

610 

Suppression oE [b e Patriarchate in Jcrusakm 

Hr t consubh ip o f Aeriu>, " t11 l' LIst oe [he Romans," born :390, vicror over Arrib amI [he H Ulls 

(45 1), as assimrcd by the c:mperor VaJ enlinian in 454 

VaI1Jab sack Ro me 

Five 13 uddh bl~ priests spread their r ligion (ü on:h wesc 'kxico :md Suurhw sr U.S. 

Ch urch counci l menüon s ildluc:nrial Jews in Name, 

cw law in T heodosian Code prevents Jew~ from elllering imperial service or being soldi er 

SiJon ius Apollinaris mellliofls the Jews of N:uucs 

Fal l of Rom an Frn pirc 

13ap tiSlll Jf Clo vi" King of lh <.: Fraflks 

Ba.s k [maker 111 , bnw and arrow; Diofl ys ills cx igU LlS invenrs A.l . sty le of (bring in ROllle; 

Anglo­ aJ )fl il1 :\l. ion of England; !lriw ns mi~ " rc In Brirtany; Age of King n h ur 

M ,tt-Sutra 111, s n f exi brch Ivlar Sutra Il , sc rd · in Ti b (' ri a~, fi lIowecl b ten generations of 

David ic-dc:s ended gaons (h"aJs ()f :lead 'my) 

Eru pcioll uf Kr:lkar a and HopcUlago ; dcath oFTheodori c the n:at in worldw ide pbguc 

Jusrinian Code 

Dealh of Bishop Ce.~3.r ills o f Arb. whose ivory bu dc depicrs 4-columned edicuk on T em ple 

Mount 

Com pletion cF lhbylonian ·Ltl m ud 

Da I<: on Art:i&ct U a: Foundltio ll oF CClbllls; III saic ofJcrusalem a cenrcrpiece in San l.ureI1J.o 

Euor i k: M ura. wh erc the Parriarch ta)'ed \ hen in Rom <.: 

Radegund. wife of hlothar I. brings wood ur ru ' Cross ro P )iti e.l'~ 530-607 Venanri lls 

Fortunanrs COIll p \s<.:s Vexilja regiJ and Pange li/lg1l-ll hym ns; LOIllh:lJ'd inV'lsion ur It aly; ')70, 

cl ath of G ild; , fi rst Rrili,h lJislOri;lfl, in Rrltt'Ul)' 

C h.llrch ofRo lTI ' al)andon~ o nIml o f di oc . ofVannes ,\!lei OrlH:TS in ßritrany (ll ruil R 14, 

nearl)' 2'i0 years) 

Grt'go ry I rh ,reat pope (ro 6(4). last ofChllrch Farhers . of rhc: An.icia gens o( :ll'Icienr Rome 

(Anici us O lybrills. R OlllJn crn peror 472); exibrdls Jllel gaons ofTiherias rnove w jerusalem 

Toltt: . mi gralc fron, T Iapaktn t V'lUey oe M xico; lü gh PQinr of Maya civiliuHiun; 8rt bums 

Teol ih1l3 an; Esrrdla ancl Sweerw ter pottery ar SnakClown 

Pantheon, lasl fUI1crioning pagan temple in Rome, ckd icarcel LO M ary. Morhn of oel; 

Benj;unin dTib >rias ruks a utol10IllOlIS Israel (6 11-628) ; Hcracliu~ becomc.:s Byz.anrine t' Ill p<'.fo r 



614 Jen.L~eDl f.'lli.s to du.: Pe[si:lJls (5 May), True Gros> carried off, sitt:s dcsrroyd 717 

618 	 Start of Tang DYIlJ.Sry in China, territnrics secured from C lSpiar1 Sea to Sea ()fChill a 

628 	 T ht Byzan tine E6'yptian Greek wri rer Theophylacrus $illlooma accurately describes Chi na in his 

H i.rfOIJ! 

631 	 H eradi m bring:; back T m .: Cross (21 Mar), rebl.ljlili H oly ScpuJcher; 63 2, dealh oF 

Moh am med: 633, Sophonills becomes parriard l ofJer usalem 

638 	 Conquest uf Palesrille by Caliph Ornar and surrender ofJerusalclll !O Arabs 

642 avidic pri net Bustanai begillS 3'ddyn;u.-ry of exilardlS unckr CaJiph 

644 	 Murder o f C ali ph Omar. slIccecdcd by Uclunan b. AffU1 ; see 0 1' Anribes-Grasst aJong wich many 

others dioceses of [he church 01' ROlllc in Southt:m France becomcs V3GIJ1 1 (umil 791 ) 

ca. 650 	 ])ocll I11cnred Jcwish corn muniri es in Fr3Jlci a num bcr nincteen; T ula C hico f'lU nded for 

obsidi;m mining; r (,pC 'lllt'odore I adds mosaics ro Santo SLd:U10, Rome', rnru nda-designed 

chllrch Ull the Cadian Hili pJlter neJ after th e Holy Scplllc.lh:r; bcginning of H ohok3Jl1 Period 

in what is now Ariwn<l 

,659 	 Earmquakc in Pale.~ ri J] ~ 

661 	 Beginning 01' U l11ayyad caJiphatt:; start of F redegar C hron.iele 01' G allic history compiled i11 

Burgundy (cnJs wi ch death ofPep in JI. 768) 

670 	 Kairouan C aliphate in Tunisia 

ca. 680 	 Most Jews in Asia M innr convert rn O' ri,tianiry under prcssure from Byz.an tine ;J.urnorirics; 

673, fi r~" mention ofJud3.iLer in Spain, by Julian ofToledo under Wamba 

683 	 Epi scop~J rirles and rcvCl1 ucs of Narbo nne forfeired by [he Catholi c Church [0 Jews (wlti l 828 

or hIer) 

688 'aJiph aJ-M alik bt-'ßins rne Dome of the Rock 

700 	 Pioneer l'eriod 011 Snake:town (mcr:.ll [Ools, trad<.:, irrigOLloll sy~ teIf1 s) ; Rabbinica.l Judaism and th c 

Talm ud brought from Su,ra and Pum bt'dita and Pal.esti.nian acaJemics in Babylonia to Pranee 

(until 12 'j0); beg.illni n.g 01-' "J cwish R<:naissancc in t.he \)(lest" (S:uo Baron) 

705 D ate on Aartihcr 13: High point oFUmayyad dynasry anti reorganization of Jerusalem n.tldCT 

Cal.iph al-W al.id (died 7 15); Al-Aqsa mosque buHt on T emple MOUIlf (before 725); widcsprcad 

plague; .lohn V becomes Pauiard l ofJ crusalem with reorgani/.ation ()f Patriarcha te 

7 11 	 Umayyad conquesr ofSpain; Rod(;ri c last m b of C hrisöan Spai n; Mohammcd ibn Kass illl 

COllqUcrS Sind (lnJ.ia). adding ir CO Eastern Calipharc 

7 14 	 Foundatiol1 of Ramlall as !lew admi nisrra tive center o utside JcrusaJem; 715, GrL'gory 11 , of the 

form crly Jcwish ~avelli (Samue!) fUllily, becomes (X'pe (umil 73 1) 

723 

726 

732 

737 

ca. 740 

745 

748 

750 

754 

7 59 

765 

767 

768 

772 

773 

xx 
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mpilcd in 
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717 	 e h, fies Mam:,I, mayor of the paJa c, t1 rs[ arolingi ;UJ (und l 74 t) ; 7l8, COllsra n ti noplc survives 

Ara" ;mack; Covenant of U m ar (iI) aUows 40 Je, ish fum i[ies in Jerusalcm; WC:llLhy Jews 

purchasc M ount of ) lives; Dunda[ioll o f uanz.hou ( , J[on) undcr T ang 

723 	 W ill ibald yjsir$ Tiber ia,; 

726 	 Liber historia,· FmTlcorum 

732 	 Ch<li[ 'S Martd mms bJck Arab arllli es h-om Spai n ar Barde of Poitiers/Tours 

737 Mar t<:! artemprs ro rake a.rbonne, lInder M u,slim ruk sim:e 720 

ca. 740 	 Kin" BIJan u[ rhe Klhuars adoprs Judai sm as (h e star re li g.ion iJl ,rimea ami C auc:asus area 

745 	 Th"oJor<: I appoinred patriarch Ofj tTUSal' 11 

748 	 Eanhquake slrikes Jcrllsalcm , complctely desrroys Tih"rias 

750 ' nd ofUma -ad Cali phatc, begirming of bbasid; Pucblo I, LalC Pionecr I'criL>d, ball court ar 

PUeblo ,rm de; earlics l r 'fe renc" [ll Jews in Fuseat; P 'p in :ll1oinred li King ', li!, bccL>m ' fi rst 

()Iillgian , rhe dYll l sr)' named Fot Char le.\ Man d (until il8fl in Franc,,); lase Mcrovi ngian 

mle r, Childcri I I I, d pmed by Po ' Zach'lf}' an d >nclosed in a cdl (di cd aiter 754) ; heyday of 

h.ampa, Incliani 7cd gold kingdom ,....irh Shaivite rel igion in Viernam; 'lS -endancy of ri vi jaya on 

Sum3tr'1. prin cipal cnrrepor berween Ind ia and ~h i n a 

754 	 Pope Sr phcn of ehe rsini f<un il}' bes tOws on Pepin rhc ride f ParriciJJl o ( du: Romans, h ' i5 

SlICC cdeL! by Lüs bro[h r Pope Paul r (757-67); A1-M ans llr bcgins hi reign; BoniEa c. the Patron 

S:um 0 Cfl llans, assa.ssillat cl by Frisian pagans (Jun,-, 'i) 

759 	 Sum:nder of Narbonnc ro Fr:J.nks and aWJnl of rhe ci ry (Cl Jews ,JEtcr :1Il eight-Yl"'.ar siege led by 

P pin 

765 	 Furgcry afrhe Dunarion ofCo ns mine (F,üse DecrClals) ; hlioquc schi 'lll ; Caliph I-M,msur 

fou nds Ihgh dacl with rwo Jewish quarr rs, vi .s irs Jcr usabn in 77 1; King I'epin ends first 

ö .']JIMarory mission ro Ba).:hcbcl, se nin~ sail from M arsei lk s 

767 	 PL'p in launchts nq ll '\T o f Aquiraill <' fTom arbo nn t' under:l LlIi n cross, r varding his IllL'n 

wirh c(lnf'i : tcd churd , rirles anel p roperry ; 768, es[abli shlll em ofJewish princedo ll1 in 

Sourhern l'rance b 'C:uoling i:lr1s 0 11 7 0()lh :wni crsa.ry of rh c" dcstrll do n 0 1' rh , T fllpk in 

Jerusalem lind [ rhe Romans; dealh o f Pcpin, r!t c Gm Caroli ngian ki ng (S p[cmber 27); flan 

ben David (7 J 'i-li!l) m llnds K:lrai rc sen (non-rabbinicll), [1ublishing T hc Floo!< of me 
Commamllll 'nr abOlu 770 

768 ,ali ph al- lansur end. rerum girls (Q the Frank, m r(lll"h (Cll Jews fNarbonl1c , likely also 
wir h M akh ir; lost pri vikgiu l11 in favor ofjews of a rbonne 

772 	 Pope Hadrian f, of th e Comi family of T uscu [ul11 (ull ti179'i), e,,'[ablishe~ Papal Srare.5 (undl 

I87()) anJ a papal dynas ry: Srephen IV (8 16-1 7), -ergius 11 (!l44-4 7l, I-bd.rian Il (867-72) and 

rhdrim II I (fl84-8'i). 

773 	 Makhir, grear-grc:u-o-r;uldson ur ß ustanai , deposed alOl lg with h is SlIc=r, th c xilarchalc" nor 

XX t 
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775 

778 

7 81 

787 

7 88 

790 

791 

stabilizing ulltil Hisdai IJI, the Süll aC his prcdccf!SSor N atro!lai 1(RU3) 

Rom ani expcclitionary f<)r ces cOllVcnear Rom <: and sail to Calalu~ , a multi-year voyage, M akhir 

(calI ed Th eodorcl b N asi and Exilarch in rh,' West (anifucr 18) 

Roland slaill Jt Ronccsv'llies (August 15) 

.ouis, selll of C harlcmagne and futur e cm peror, becomc:s Kin g of Aquiraine; M akh ir leads 

Fran kish and Aq uitai nian arm)' agai nsr Saxons 

2"d CowlCiJ of N i= dentands Jewis h converu "return lO ] ll<Jais:m to practice th eir reJigion 

openly" 

D ead, of Em ir ar-Rah1llaJl in Spai l1 ; capture of nottheast Spain by j e..vi sb marchcr lords of 

Barcelona 

Fin r yc-ar of kingdom o f Rhoda in CaJ aJus, with TIleQdore ki ng; Aacb<; n , Charlemagnc's 

"gol den" paJacc bcgun (fi ni shed abö ut 814); WilLi am (born 'lhout 769) bccomes duke of 

T ouJouse 

,1akhir of Narhonne n am cd in carrulary oF C anncö (Deccm ber 5) ; Jewish principan' bccomes 

perrnal1em insri tutio n with (los t) privi legiurn of \X!or ms ur Regensburg 

793 lv1ahkirlTheodorie dies in hatde in r aJJnoni a figh ti ngAvars UuJy G); C hatlemagn c restMes siJvcr 

denier , wi th new si lver mines opencd :U M eile an d c1 sewh ere 

797-807 

800-900 

b.arLen13gnc's cmbassy to HaruJl al-Rashid lInder lsaac (WiJliam, son of M.akhir) sets stage for 

h is cnronation and establishcs his pwrectorate in H ol)' Land; George. pauiarell of Jcrusalem; 

80 J. H ar un sends return t'mba~)' (() C harJem:tgJlc, also dispardtes ambassadors to C ourt of 

China; B07, second exchange of em bassies betwCu l Olarlemagnc and H arun; COWlt 8 urrelllls 

reeapm res Auso na (Viell) on d1(~ Spanish March, whieh beeo mcs a "pllrely" Jcwish ci ry for 

nearlv 100 years 

ColoniaJ Period at Snakctown; Caroli ngian dyn as t), ruJes in W est of Furope; Amirtai, H eh rew 

poet in O ri a. Hr.'>! cf severaJ generati ons oCAhiIIlaaz li terary Rgurcs in SOllthern Ital)~ Kh mer 

Ill pire founded by Jaya-Vannan II (802-8')0) 

800 C harlemagne crnwnt'd Emp cror of the Roman, in Rome: (D ecem bc:r 25 .800, in Papal 

rcckoning), wilh ,m em bassy rrom Jcr usalem bcsccelling prorecrion; dearh of first king of Rhoda, 

lhe hero T hcodore, access.illn orsttond king, Jaw b, a ß rew n Jew (ruJes for six years) ; cl,,; kcy' 1O 

H oly Sepulellcr and Banner of Jeru.salem, mili rary standard ofi l:$ Frankish guardians (cf arrifacr 

13) are brought to Aaehen through agency oFW illiam (l saae) , son ofMakh.ir; Moses cxilareh in 

Bahylon (unti l 8 10) 

803 \X!illi am , nasi and count ofTouJouse, ca prUICS Ihrcclooa; esrab li shm cnr ofM :uch ofSpain 

lln der th e Jews; Sam ucl I, great-grear-gr-,u1c6on of Bustanai, exilard l in t.hc E.'\St (unoJ R J6) 

ca. 805 Wridngs li ke Dcad Sea sc[() ll~ disco\rered in caw nea.r Jcrid lO: 807. T hom as patri arch of 

J cru~a l em; rh ird king of Rhoda, !srad I. a FraJlk i ~h .l ew, bcgim h is ruJe, reigns für 67 years and 

dies in warfate (873); R04, St'tkr Ola", Z uta d lronicles thc genealogie.<; of th e high pri esrs and 

xx ii 

809 

8 10 


814 


812/82Z 

81 7-82 


820 


823 


822-82 


824-84 


828 


831 


832 


838 


839 
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~x ilareh~; e h. r1emagnc i ~s lles nev im perial currency wirh lri rian cross and rem ple 

809 earh o( :aliph HaruJl I-Ra,hid: C hureh uf Jerusakm J.dopts a Fmnkish rite; 8 10. deeret of 

Charknugnt' ab HIt [ ' , [0 be , em ro Jcrtloialc:m 

810 	 EinJlard men , i on~ a Coum Haim ericu, (iv!akh ir) "onee caprurcd hy the Saracens" (Aymeri . 

M akhi r) ; !saac 11 . prinee (nasi) and ex ibrch (umil 820) 

814 	 DCJ.rh of harlemagnc Oa mmy 28 . mied sinee 7(8); clcccssion 01' Loui s the [>ious (ro 840) 

812/822 	 [)cath W ill iam ofToulr)ust'. son of M J.hkir/T heodoric. 3 t BCI'-EI, or Gcllone, af'c 53 or less 

(yahr/,eit May _8); Roda in Seprimania ;m aHleial mint 

817-824 	 Pope P ;L~ haI I enriehes dlur('hes of Rom wirh go ld and ilver (all carried off by Muslim r,üder, 

rWl'nry ,'ars latcr); a showpiece i rhe ll1osa.i e ofJe rllsakm in .santa Prassede; h also restores 

Rorne's" 'o ldiers' churd l." Santi G iovan ni c Paolo (Hrst bll ilr 98) 

820 	 Basil parriar h cl JerusaJem; severe el ispute over ehe Exil J.rcharc. where David !. grcat-grea t­

grcat-grca[ grandson oCR TanJ.i. rules umil 1\40; ichad 11 cmpewr in Constaminapl' i, pro­

Jewish and dlOughr t<l he ,I Je" 

823 The ~yr i :1tl höstiall or Ncsro ri an lll erchalll prince M~ r SJpi r! so arriws in Craog3.llml' ncar 

~hin in KenIa all el reeei s grant wiwcssed by !'aur Jel • H;~s;tn . Ali. haac ben M ichael and 

Ab rah J.m 

822-826 	 Agobard ofLyul1 auack~ righr.s ofJews. is reproofed Gy LnLli" (he Pious; Jud,llsm J "real threat" 

co rite Franki h _hureh (Baehmeh) 

824-844 	 r orrna t iöll OCgmes du r b , ame Old PreIIch Song o/ V0ILitlm. discovcrcd in 1903 ; monasrery of 

Aninne raIsifin h is 5'tOry ;tnd rransforms h im ill to r. iLliarn: uh im;m. a 'p,müh Jew, visits 

1 cbrew-spt:aking Jews in hina 

828 	 Louis th.: Pious ~ue:. in struerions fo r merdlanrs of th<.: pab e{' (PmeCl'ptu l!l negotialomm). 

mcutiolli ng Jcws fo rcJllo~r; enelian merehams uansfcr rel i c;.~ ofSt , Mark, rise ofVenicl' 

831 	 Louis dIe [' iulIs melk ' King N omin le duke 0 Britean. remcmbered I>y flreto ns as Farher of 

U ur COllnrry (clicd 8-1) 

832 	 Under co-rcgem and latcr Holy Roman Emperor l.orh'lr l. Jews provision and uut'Jlr [he 

imperial army ami cOurts 

838 	 Jo l1l1 Vl parriarch ofJcrusalcm 

839 	 Bodo. :J. dea on in court oF Em pe.rur Loui s, COllvef[S ro Judaism, rakes I1J II1 ' Eleazar, marries 

Jc:wess, aclop[s milita ry dress 0 Jcwish soldicr anu 111 0 1'<':5 tu M ll',lim . pai r!. aud , (rer 847 CO 

Ih ghdad e); Bo<lo's lcrtcrs ro Pau! Albar later dJibc:ra rdy dc'srroyed ; Acth rlv"'llif. farher of Alfred 

rhe G rell, is king in England (lo 8'58) ; 840-8 'i7. JUdaJl I. son of a\l id I, exHarch 

842 	 ()alhs " fSrras ourg in L!rin, Fre!'lch and Ccrrnan betwcm Louis [h e: Germ'U1 (1876). rulc::r of 

E:I.\ t Franci'l. and his hilJf-brorhc:r ~hark:s thc Ib le! (" 877). nder uf" est Fra llcia , mark rhe 

dawn of' O ld Frc::nch <I.:> separate langu'lge from l.atill (rebru ' 12); Sergius I patriarch of 

xxiii 
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843 

845 

850-878 

851 

853 

856 

858 

860 

861 

866 

867 

869-883 

Jerllsokm 

N orm:ms im-ade Britrany, kill ing dlC Frankish bishop of NaIHL'S, G unhart\; 843. Dhuoda, wire 

of Ikrnard, duke uf Scptilllani a alld imperial charnbcrlain (.lied 844), an d si5(er or srep-sisrcr of 

Louis rhe PiOlL', senJs handbook on nob le behavioI co son Wl Uiam ofSepümania, coun t of 

Touluuse, assassinat t d by anti-Jc\vi~h panisans in Barcelona, 8'50; Charb dJ e Bald debases 

curn:.ncy; rise of Dorestade and Quentovic (;mporia in north 

Pcsikta Rabbati (m idrash), composed 777 yean after rall ()f Jcru~km , maln wns ]",\"'s havc a 

right lO live in the Land of Israel; 846, Muslim.-;s<lck Rome, IOOling O ld Sr. Pcrcr's anti othcr 

basilicao;, inc!uding S. Cecilia in Traslevcrc, S. Pras:.edc, S. Maria Maggiore and S. Maria in 

D')mnica; Vikin~ capture Paris; anri -Jewish cow1Ci.1s orMcaux and Paris; growth of Pscudo­

lsidurian Decrcrals 

cw 13ranch ofMakhir i in Sp;un un Jer M arquis Sololllon and his son Bernard; 852, Barcelona 

raken back /Tom Carolingians by Moors anJ Jews; Aaron or BaghJad, "fathcr ofJewish 

mysticism," brings the Cabala tO Gacta, B<.:Il CVCI1tO, O ri a, Ih n, among his pupils is Moscs ben 

Kalonymus, who takes it to Malm. and becomes "fath er ofJewish leam ing in Ge:rmany"; 

construction srarrs on manlnlorh H inJlI remple complex of Pra.rnban:1ll in Java, dedicateJ ro th e 

lndian trinity of ß rahma, Vishn u and Shi va; the Malagasy /:i:om I ndoJ1esia.colonü.e Madagas 

wh.:re th<.:y mi ne 'md smdt iron and coppc:r in huge arnOlllllS; Arab razzias cause J ecline ()f 
l'roven<;:a! porr~, induding Marsei lles , Narbonne :md ArI<.:s 

KiJJg abpoe of Brirrany, son of Nominoc, 1C.1ds slIccessful rcvo!r against Franks, is assass inared 

by hjs cousin Solomon, 85 7; 852, Solomon. r.cmembcrcd by Bretons as Sr. Solomon, becomes 

king of Bri rrany under rhe Franks (assassinated 874) 

ikings plunder Names 

olomon patr iarch ofJeru,a1cm; canhql1akc in Palesrillt:; Frotmund, French nobleman, makes 

pilgrimage (0 Jerusalern: bin hdatc or bracllll 01' Rhoda. grandson 01' Is raelI, born at Rhoda; 

dearh 01' Rh abanlls Maurus (born 776) 

Pope Nicobus I reproves Bishop Arscnills 01' Orra. for we:uing Jewish vestmenrs and miter 

Hildllin and H incnur (died 882) attack .lews un der C harles th c Bald (mied untiI 877); 

T heodosiw; patriarch of Jcrusakm; ibn Kurradadhbah dcscribcs Rbada.nitcs in Thr Book o.fthe 

ROllteJ and {he Killgdoms 

CraJJt of privilcgcs on copper rabler (c/;epped) in Cranganore- in Kcrala, ~outhwcst India, tO 

Joseph Rabban, belicvcd synonymuus with dle ßrccon Jew, Joscph, farh er of O livcr (arrir.'lct 5; 
sec Vll.4) 

Louis the Stammerer, son of Charlcs the ßald, becomcs King of Aqu i raine , !arer King of W est 

Francia and cmpcror 

Flernard, a Rreron monk of rhe monastc.ry of Mount Sr. Midlel , vi sits Pale>tine; Hadrian D pope 

(untiI 872), sees his daughtcr rapt d md shc and her ffiother murdered in Muslim raid of Rome 

Zanj Rebellion in I raq; dcath of Lothar I I, King of Lorrainc, gmu-grandson of Charlc.magne 
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872 	 Lasr of M akhiri \ cl sccndanrs lkrnard or oulousc: killed in ambllsh by OHistian 7-Ca!ors , ' m by 

rival Bernard lIfG o rhia; H incm ~lI of Rht:ims sciglllaIizes "Jews who pass for Glrisri:\/l s" in 

Name, 

873 	 Fourth kin?: ofRhoda, lsrad 11, reigns :;ix )le:u:s ar RlIoda, dying in 879 

876 	 Judicad (YezdGl I) duke' ofBrillany (died 8ß8); Judah rhe H ebrew a legare of rhe cmpcro[ 

877 	 o -ath of E peror Charle, rhe Bald, accessi()n ()f LOl lls [he Sr'lInmcrcr (dieJ 879); 878, Elia:; 1II 

pan-iat h orJnusalc:m; dearh ofKing oiCwync:dd , Rhodri M aur, !'reates( ruler, b w-giver ami 

hern-king oE \'(!aJ~ 

879/884 	 120,000 Mu -li m , jewish, Chri sr ian and Persian merchants eli . in anton l Lu;sacre during 

revolutio n in Chi na 

880 	 Ban ishmenr of Kin~ Israel mof Rl10da fo r freeing thc Tolrccs; rrhquakcs; 881, C harles III the 

b r bccom ' cmpcrur (died 888); confusio n 01' xiLlrch li ne wirh prctc'nders and deposed rukrs, 

unrir David 1I , 92 ! 

883 	 Tolree inhabi r;IJHS rerurn (() IZhoUa bUI keep out Romani 

886 	 Oearh of Bern ard PlantapiloS3 of Auvergnt', gr ~lI1e1son of\Xlilliam urTuulo llse 

888 nel of C aro li ngian golden agc: and begi nu ing ofchao[ic rule in rhe \Xlcst 

892 	 Aarnn h. M<)ses b. Meir b"c()mt.os hc:ad ur Palcstinian ycshiva; 'haries rneSim ple: ki ng of h;Ulce 

and Aqu..irai ne; bi rLh ur S,l;\dia aon in Egypr, in flucntial rabbi wlw wrore ehe cahalisric text, 

Booft 0/ Tel/NOn (Jicd 942) 

895 	 Civil war cominllcs in Rhocb, 3,000 kilJed (arrifa r Sb) 

896 	 Dcadl of Pope: Formosus, who had a mosai o f Jerusalcm in sraJlcd in O lel Sr. Perc:r's, and IVhose: 

cadaver was dug up and pur Oll frhl in a low point of dlc Papacy 

898 	 [e:tth ofOdo, firn ki ng 01''\ eil: FraJ1cia in rhe Robertian dynasl}' 

899 	 In a s\Vcepi n revers,tI of aft lingian po li cy, Charl s [he Sim pIe formalI}' rcs[()res ro [he bishop 

of arbonllC all la nds, ti des am I privileges cnjoycd for dH! previous (Wo hu ndred ars by Jcwish 

lords J.Jl J [cna.nts; D ud1Y of rhi a repLlC(~~ Scptimania; .:nel ()fJewisl! colltrol uf rr:\de aoJ rhe 

wine indusny; d tl! of Alfrcd ehe Grcar 

900 	 Oli \l("r'$ last J arc arühlcl 3), 100 ycars since j acob W :l,S king; Sama CfLrl " red on buff' porre ry, 

Pueblo II (ro 11(0); flooJ s, cold, eaflh q llak ,plagllt', rop f3ilurQ , rarvatio ll , \ ,j lene.::, 

depopula tion, 111 i ' rarion~, regi me IllUlge; nad ir of ßynnrinc Je, ry: Karairc Sdli ~ 1II ~rows; 

W~tem Jews are m llcd Bnei Ro mi; Yaso-va rm:lJ1 btlilds Ilew capiLal at An gkor W al in 

:unbodia; closi ng oFM ed.i rerr:Ule:Ul to h risrian sh ipping 

905 	 End or the Tang D ynasry ,m d disrllption of !:.asr-Wesr rrade; Silk (lad begin ' to b more 

im portanr than se;l ro utes; Pope ~ergill ' rlJ ofTuscululll rake as k>VCf Maro/ja, wir. ofAlblTico 

l, rnarquis ors por 'ro, allel dallghrcr fTl!cophylacr, Rom'1I1 ·enaror. and Th odora. 'cll<luix, 

falh t'ting Po~ Johll Xl and in augurati ng a depravc.:d p rie,d of l'apal politi cs ullder dlC 

.'(xv 
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T cofllhtto, AJbcrichi , Cresc(!Tl7,i and Co!onna f:lI11iliu (UJ1li! aboUl 10'10) 

1095 

907 	 Viking occllparioll elf Briltany (un ri l 938) 

910 	 \'V'ilLiam nf Aqllilainc, the lasl of rhe Mahkirl dynasI!, (di ed OClOber 11,927). founds Ci llny; 

91 1, dealh ofLollis ehe C hi! J . the !aSI Caro!i ngia[l in East Fraocia 

927 	 Aymeri. bi shop of N arbonnc. named tor Makhi r the Nasi (und! 977) 

929 	 Dearh of C harIes JI I Ih e Simple 

930 	 Mon: and more Jews !lee ro Kh37 ..:uü undcr pers(.'ClItioll by Byzaminc empeTor Rom anlls 

Lecapcnlls 

945 	 Baghdad f~J Is 10 Bllyids 

962 Corolurioll 01" OrtO I in Rome a~ Rrst of Il e\V lilie of Hol)' Roman EmpeJ()r~ ; beginlling ofSong 

ynasty in GÜlla. wim thei r capir:tl Kaifeng thc larges l ciry .in rhe world, havilJg I.OQO.OOO 

inhabi tants wirh .In imponanl Jewish population 

970 Jvil war breaks O ll( ill T ula; SedenraI}' PcrioJ, Sacaw n in Phoenix. R illeon in T ucron; Fatam id 

onqlles r ofEgypr ancl Syria; 966. ri ellers de'troy and bury Clui.\ Lian silcs in j crusaJem 

984 	 Pope Sylvester JI (Gerben ofA uriUac) anemprs to :lid a proS tr31 ~ JcrusaJern, ercarcs "soldi ers of 

Chrisl, " a pre-Crllsade.r idea; Tht! Book o!YO.<iPPOil is wrinen in soll rhcrn [taJy in cxcdlent 

H ebrew 

987 	 D eath of Louis V we D o-Nothing, last king 01' WC.\t Francia in rhc Carolingian lin<::; H ugh 

C:lper (reigncd 987-996) is nrst of Capelian kirte:s of h ance 

1000 	 More Ihall two m illion Jews in rhe world, moSt in Muslim lands; begin ni ng of Azrec migrations 

cu lVIcxico from an.:a now eaJlcd SOurhwCS f U.S. 

1007 	 Rabbi ]acob bar Yekouriel appeals 10 Pope ag;llnst injllstices of Ihe king of France 

1012 	 D CSlfuctioll of Jcrusak m, inclllding all orCor..... ranrille ' .~ original C hun:h <)1' Ihe Iloly Sepulchcr. 

pcrsccUliolJ ofrhc Jcws llndcr Caliph al-Hakim (d ied Hl2 I) . who blamed me Je\'lS ofO rieans 

for dcsrroyillg Otristian silcs; ca. 101'5 binb of rlH: future "rclornüng popen Gregory Vll , 

Hildcbrand Pierleoni. 01' a Roman Jcwish ban king family, highpoinlS of fh e Savdli, Pier leoni, 

Frangipani and Caetani f:1miü t:5 

1025 	 Solomon ben Ydlllda gaoll in Palestinc 

1033 	 Eanhquake dtvaslatcS PaJe.stine; 1032, d1e Pierleoni COllVcrSi' l3enedict IX, openly h0J110Sexllal , 

bccom es pope as a reenager aDel se ils Ibe papacy rnr 2,000 pounds ICl his cousi n, Giovan ni 

G razi ;wo (Hebrew name Yochanan) who m ies as Gregory Vl , foUowed by hi s heir and nephcw 

Gregory vn 

1054 	 Ch ronicLe ofAhimn ars, H ebre\V sto ry of M akh iri Ü Il(>~lgC back 10 Carolingian limes 

1065 	 Sunset Volcano emprs; PliLblo 1lI (ro 13(0) 
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homos :<ual , 

1066 S(lldicr~ in \\lilliam thc C nqueror\ Jr my hear ver, ' sung &0111 The SOllg ofRo/and 10 seir tbe.rn 

to gr '~t dc:eds before th c Bank of Hasring ; flre dcsrroys ellone 

1095 First Cru.,ade; }.:w ' are m=~cred by marchin ' hri sri:m 

turning puint in Jewish rela tions wirh C hristians 

in IZouen amI o eher places; a major 

ca. 1100 C<,JtI' of thnWo.khiri compösl'll as farnily chroniclc, based o n w orks by SOllS of 

and ,'vI na.hem; 1106-1 13 " ymeri II is viscount of arb01Ul l' 

akh ir, a than 

1130 Composirio n of 'lite Conma/ion ofLOlli_<ill Old Frend1, wirh mattrial on \X7illiam ofOr'lI1gc; 

1130-38 , Anaclems Il, rht:]ewish Popc (P icr((l l'ier1eonj) 

1143 P cer the Venc:rabl menrions a Ki ng of rhe Jews al a rbonne amI ROlleIl 

1150 T ub dcli nt:li; Tanquc erde and Tu :son cultllres 

1160 Ab raham ibn Daud , ßook ofthe On/el-oFTmditioll; Benjam in ofTlideb visits Narbonne 

1175 Aztca Irst arrivc in alley ofl !e.xico rom rite onhw sr: 1179 Tu b burn ' 

1197 D cath OfCAlUnteSS Ermcngard II, dauglHer ofAymeri II of NJrhunne, anJ major palrul1 t:S~ uf 

literamre an I thc ,urs 

ca. 1200 ß errraud cle Bar-Sllr­ ube COI11 POS S 01,1 rrench A)'fl'lt'Ii rI~ Nr1,-boml~. pmbably :lt lhe court of 

Ma.ri de 'harnpagne, rh . wif;': of Ra ldwin collnr of Flanders and Reit Larin cmpress of 

C:o!1Srarltinoplc (11 74 -1 ( 4) ; (;/:sfa Karo!i lv/agni ud , arCflSSOllfTTIl l't Narbultom is copicd <Ir 

Lagrass • rhe original yt'shiurt of Makhi rrrhoodoric and \Villiam ae N arbo[ll1e; culbpsc.: of 

Carnbodia 

1209 r ope Inn enl 111 unlers d Ie twem y-y r-lo ng Jbigcmi ClJ1 C rusaJ " in F ran ce. rhe pr wryp' of 

rh e brer "S panish" Inquis irion agai nsr hcrcri ' s :U1d Jews 

1268 Olel Syn agogue in Trasre vcre on Rua J udaeorulll Il <.:'tr Sr. :ccilia bums Wilh 21 Torah sero", 

(August 28); clJrnrnuni ry subsel] lIC'nrly consolid,ltcS <leWSS the river in R( mc 

1306 Expul ion o f N arbonnc's .l ews b)1 Philip the Fair; properry nf laSI ~King of rh 

'buros, or Q'llollyrnus G, Tod.ros, solei ar Juct iQn 

Je\ s." Momet 

1325 C lIaps of towll -Wi::; Hohobl1l transition imö Pap'lgo, "im:! ,md O'od harn; $ n,\ktt )WI1, ~asa 

' u nd' abandol1ed ; Tenochrirlan filUncled; only 20 noble Tolrec families cI,ti m ing dcscenr (rom 

C ucrt~ I 'oar! ~ r il l li ving 

1401 Shalnl11, laH of rhe t:xilarchs in ßaghdad, d 'PQsl'd by Tamerlane 

1428 Ikginni ng nf AZlee Eillpirl' 

1450 Prorohisl or i Pcriod in A m c:r ican Suurhwesr 

1500 First arrivaJs of avajo 'tnd Apache in SOllrbw sr; olumhlls' voyag 

1520 u rtC7, ~ci z s !v!exico ity 
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1540 Coronado's cntrada into So urhwm 

1694 Farher Kino est,lblishcs mincs and m issiollS in Tucso n are.a; H i ~roric Period beg.ins in Sourhwest 

1775 FO'll1ding ofT ucson 

1822 j ean -Frau<;(lis C hampolli on deciphers Rosw a S tone, inaugura tt!S Egyprology 

1824 Cons tant inc Sarnut.l RaIl nesque, And em H istory, or Am wls ofKtmfllcky: will? i1 Stlrvty ofthe 

Ancielll !v1omJmmt, of N orth Amt r7ct/ 

1837 An üquarian Edward Ki ng. Viscount Kingsborough. di <.:,' afTer wri üng oille volwllcs of J Iavish 

history ofAm cri can IndiaJls; a.rnong his C.()flc!u,ions was "r.be T()![ecs \VCf(~ most probably Jews 

wllo had colon i zcd America ... " 

1854 G adsden Purc.h.asc makcs T ucson parr of U.S. 

1857 D esire Cham ay begi n ~ his uaveh and d iscoverics in Mexico, including T u1a/Tollan 

1863 Tcrri!Ory ofAriwna 

1870 H "inrich Schlieman n locares and excaVJte, and enr T ro}' 

1878 TlJf Ht/Ildbook ojA ,.iu mt/ 

1880 The- M ine with mc Iron DoOf found in the C aralina Moun lai ns outside Tucson by Rt:doubtab l 

Marrin; Adnlph Ban do licr s tu di c.~ Cochiti and Pueblo G rande 

1884 Pion t:er Museum anti Ariwna H isrorical Sociery in T uc:son fOlln ded; 1885, University of 

Ari l.(1Ua foundcd; 1889, Je"" Fcwkcs documents Z uni antI H opi Indian.l; 1893, Ariw n>l Stare 

Museum fnu.nded 

1897 Hcinrich G ros:., " Germ:tJ1 rabhi. publish cs &id/ia j udaiCil in Parh 

1900 Sir Arthur Evans begins exc:av3r.ions of Knossos 

1903 O cserr Laborarory built by Carnegic l nstim tion o n TUHumoc H ili in T lIcso n 

191 5 Alfrcd V. Kiddcr, Hn[ arch eology Ph.D., conduc[s su arigraphic cxcavarions of Pecos [or 

Peabody M use-wn ; 191 (,. ß:mddier N arion:tl M onument creatt:d ; U n.iversiry of Ari1.Ona 

archco logy program pan of anlhropology depanmenr 

1922 How:u'd Carrcr opens mewmb of pharaoh T utankham Ul1; ßyron C u.mmings ex.plores 

uicuilco 

1924 D boovery of fi m of the T ucson Artifacrs, me Great C ross , bearing thc (hre 800 A.D. (lAl3) ; 

aocicnt PhoeniciaJl goldnünes brougJH w ligh t somh of Lake T :mganyika in Afiic:J. 

1927 W illifred and Harold Srerling Gladwin hegi n [("llincover l-lohokanl culturc at Snakewwn and 

,t'Ut Gib Pueblo Archaeological Fou.ndatioll 

1928 T erminarion o r UnivCfsiry of Ari1.011J cxcavarion on Silverbcli Roat! sire (March 9); adoption of 
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üf1 lcial position rh ar Tu n Arrihcrs are würrhlcss forgcries ("final R · pon.~ 1930) 

1954 Oearl! of Byrün ,ununings; Charles di Pcso bccomcs director of Am erind Foundation 

1964 Thoffi:lS Benr pllblishes The Tilc.,-on Artifiws: A Nnrrntiut! Report 0/the Discov/'IY, UnettrthintT 

11m/ ,he Fai!u rt! o/tht! Subsequtmt fnut!stigatio/lS 10 .. olut' ['bis M)'stely 

1972 [)ea d1 ofThomas W. ß nr. Sr. ; cw ork rabb i Artbur J. Zuckc:rman (Ot ember 16, 1907 . 

Janllary 6, 1 ( 90) publi hcs A Jewish Prine dom in Feudal Franre 768-900 rh rough [he ' Ilf<:r für 

Isra ·1 anJ J ish Studies at C Iwnbia Univer~iry 

~yclonc vey publishcs a/a/us: A Romali Jewi.<" Colon} in America ft011l (he Tmre 0/ 
UIl1lI~mngne 7hro1lgh A/fred d,,: Grent 

Pe:lbody Proft:Ssor of l on h American t\rchaeology 'lOd Erhnograph 

20 17) ridicu.les thc T lIcson ArtifaCls in Fmttastic AI hi/e% g} 

Stephen W ill i3JTls (dicd 

Thom a .~ \VI . Sem , Jr. givcs Tucso ll Artifacrs to Arizona HislO ricai Socicry 

D 'alh 0 Thomas . B ne, .Ir. 

./ournul ofth/! :,outhwi'S1 pubtisb.es "Romans 10 T ucson. 111<: Story or all 

by DUIl ßurg ' ' S, a television producer 

rchacological Hoax," 

Kc nnerh l.. r;edcr in his Emyc/opedJn ofDllbious Archnt!(J!(Jgy calls rhe ucso n Ar ri[!Crs " frauds .. 

, an elaburate hoax perpeu' t J r , how thar ,m ancklll colon ofJews li ved in rizona in 

an liquiry" 

2013 D~[h of 'ydo ne .• ovcy at age 91 

Comparison ofTucson wriling (righl) wirh anc;mt Roman 14w tabla. The square cap;t41s on Ieft come 
/rom eIL I~, 2925; see P. W6iß, 'Zu einnn nnun Fragment 6iMr Tabula Legis. » Th~ only dif.forences are that 
tht lIJrlier text. a fWom oarh Jormu14 wirh the worm per /olmn, or "by Jov~, ~ was incised with a meta! scalprum 
in bronu anti th~ 14ler docummt was engrav~d with a sharp ;nItrtlmenl (mesal or wood) in wax and thm 
pm:ision-cast in leadfrom a ceramic mold. The 14ter scrip, admin metiievlll ktrer-Jorms S1ICh IU umilli E. This 
olfidal imcriptiDTlllI typ~ 0/wriring was us~dJor st4tutes, decree:s, trea#es anti editts in the 14nds 0/th~ Roman 
EmpireJor over a thousanti ,urs. 

IX 
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INTRODUCTION 

E: rraordina ry events were raking pi e in the year 775 . Baghda was [he capital of t.h world. 

Thanks to aclva nces in shi p design and na igation , the whole earth fu rrned fü r the firs firne 

an international ecu mene, a unifled t rad ing zone. t thi s ausp i io us rn ment in his tory, a 

group of Gallo-Roman traders and Frankish expedit i mlry forces ind uding Jews fro m 

I3ri rrany, Wale and Gaul set saH for Egypt, Pales ti ne and Persia. T hey ought the fa bled riches 

afTerra Incognita (Un known Ll11d) beyolld Ind ia and C hina. Jews everywhere look d for the 

appearance of the Mes iah. Ir was seven hu ndred years al-rer the taU of Jerusalern. N ow the 

Holy Land was be omi ng J protecrora te under the hnnkish king and W tern emperor 

Charlemagne, s n of P pin. Comrnerce was booming. Knowledge and s ience were about to 

entCf UP0 !1 a renaissance. T h > Papal tat s sprang in to exisrence to last another thousand yea rs. 

harlema ne h~lJ j uSt c nquer d Tr-a ly and al! ied himself bo th with the Byzanrines and 

wirh th Abbasid Caliphate. T he iHite ra te, six-foot-taH, squeaky-voiced Frank, who adopted 

[he name David and was to g through a many wives and oncubines as his bibikai namesake, 

was rhirry years old. He was a st Iy leader, with a bri lliant care r of ru rh less conq uests and 

canny politica l moves betore hirn, on that would rnake hirn the fu t Holy Roman Emperor 

and earn hirn th ri r! in posreri ry of Farher of Europe. His deeds illSu red h im a place a the 

arern sr hero in the' nasccnt epic literatur of han e, ha.ly, ' pa in and Germany, [h so-call d 

MJtter of France. 

Mer ntile empires were fo rm ing in Centra l Asia. Revoluti n had toppled the U m yyad 

ca.Liphare, repla ing it wirh the Abbasids under I-Mansu r. Baghdad was considered the 

world's most powerful and sophisti ted metropol is. Harun Al-Rashid would found rhe &med 

Hause ofWisdorn r.bere, a r earch center to ri ya l the ancient UbralY ar Alexandria. T he T ang 

Dyn::tSry ru1t.:d in C hina and oon r ached the aerne of inn vative and crearive conrributions 

(Q world eivi li za.tion. T he T3ng capital of C hang'an and the C hinese em perors' major port at 

Canron num bered 0 er a million inhabitants each. In C holuIa in Mexico on any given market 

day there IlIay have been as many as 50,000 p ople buyi ng and sel!i ng wares ranging fr m 
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housi ng mater ials and foodstuffs co metals, leathcr goods. beads, beil s and portery. 

In 560, the Chalchi11llites C uJ ru re (Precious Srone T radition) inrroduced the Arnerican 

Southwest's firs t ci ty and town li fe via achain of fo rtresses and thousand-rn ile trade foutes. 

T hese reached fro m Michoacan in West M exi co up both fla nks of the Sierra M adres and a10ng 

the Paci6.e Coast. Spearheaded by in terna tional merchanrs, among whom Jews, Chinese, 

Tarascans and South Asians p redominated, and spurred by the mineral wealth in what is now 

Arizona and New Mexico, the eonques t and exploitation of CalaJus (Desert Peoplcs, 

Hohokam) produced an efflorescence of trade and prosperity rivaJing that of me Va lley of 

Mexico. KnOWl1 as pochteca (traveling rnerchants with a para mi litary IUnction) and trocadores 

(traders), a sophisticated, m ulri-ethnic rul ing caste developed the region's turquoise, salt, 

slaves, shell, pe)'ote, gold and si lver. Jacob, me second ki ng of Rhoda, was described as 

'swimming" in gold. 

A p ochtecad (me si ngular ofporhteca) is a member of a hereru tary dass or eehnk group wi th 

its own ri tes, feasts, courts, hiera rchy, guilds or insignia and patron deiry. The Romans of 

Calalus worshipped ehe God of Israel and spoke Lati n, while the Toltecs of West Mexico 

brought thei r gods Tezcadipoca and Quetzaleoatl and spoke the T arascan language, of 

unknown origin, as weU as Nahuatl, the lingua [ranca of the vast Uto-Azrecan linguistie zone. 

Like the Jews of Europe, pochteca dealt mosd)' in exoti c luxury goods of smaJl weight and high 

value, such as spices, gernstones and feathers. 

It was the beyda)' of trans-Pacinc influence in tbe Americas, aperiod oE sha ft: graves, gold 

and copper bel ls, rhe introductiOIl of zero in mathernatics, a /lew calendar of Asiaric origin, 

Hindu-Buddhisr sryled temples wi th lotus morifs and serpent sraircases. Chinese-styled censers 

and braziers, C arnbodian stepped p)'ramids, Ganesa ehe Elephant God, the Makara monster, 

colonnettes , fretworks, stupas and huge rimbered ships. The Hindu merchan tman cacved in 

relief at Borobudur, Java could have carried 1000 tons of freight. A sh ipwreck from abollt the 

)'ear 838 fOlilld in rhe waters between Borneo and Sumatra in 1998-near the capital oE me 

Shaivire, or Shiva-worshipping, kingdom of Srivija)'a--opens a window ioto tlle fi rnes. It 

contai ned mosd)' ceramic wares from the Changsha ki lns of H u.nan Provi nce, China, and had 

ship-building features from Arabia and Ind ia. T he cargo was stamped wirb C hinese seal seript 

si rni lar co rhe marks on the T ucson Artifacts. Lead and spices appeared among irs exports. 

Indeed, iE this ship was not owned or used by the vef)' same Rhadani te Jews responsible for 

the T ueson Artifacrs it certainly could have beerl, for ir provides a rextbook example of ehe 

carrying goods, traffie patterns ancl sea lanes Jewish merchants pursuecl at the zeni th of their 

acriviry. 

By 900, much oE rhis cultllTaJ and economic upsurge was gone, erased b)' ehe hand of 

hisrory ill caeastrophic even ts that swept the Chrisrian as weil as Arab wor/cl. As ehe elderly 

Oliver in Calall.ls signed rJl e last entries and inscribed his final sllrviving words on arri faets 

exh umed in Arizona more man a millenni um later, civil war gripped [he T oltec Chichimec 

colonies in aneienc Mexico. Violent no rthern tri bes took advan tage of ehe naru ral disasters and 

incernecine nghting and \viped out Roman Rhoda on ehe si re of T I.lcson in a single dav. 
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The Tang Dynas cy fc U. T h e Abbasid alip ha te slipped inro de li ne. T he squabbling heirs 

ofCha rLemagn to re · part fli rn pi re w irh bloody feuds . Murderous bands of armed 11 b l s 

trampled pcac undcrfoot in iry and eOllDtryside. T he Papaey becam e a sewer of c rrup . o n 

:md depra it)" enteriIlg its lowest poi nr. J ud'lism was fiven wich internal sehism and apostasy, 

while anri-Jewish tendenei s swell d to virule nc p ropo rtions among C hris tian , r p ak during 

cl, firs C rusade. Viking an d Musl im raids laid waste most of Ellrope. Th re fo Uow d a 

enrlllY wi hout writing, withour re rd keep ing. Larin decayed, m orphing ev nrually in to 

Fr nJ1 . Ica lian and Spanish , while irs plaee was tak ' n in arba rian lands by G rman, A nglo­

x on and other prcviously lInheard-of tOn!!Ues. 

Cli mate change b u ried meT ucson Arrifu ts unde r a six-foor m udsl ide 0 11 ehe Santa C ruz 

ri ver. T rac!c rou nd ro a halt and ehe sea lanes co Ch ina and acro s th Pac ifie 0 ean stagnared 

J.nd slowed. T he new Dark Ages would 11 t begin to lift unril a fter the year 1000. when mos t 

of hris tendom awai red rhe Resurce tion aod LaSt Judgmen t of souls. But the end did not 

co me as ex p ted. h oew Fa timid ca liph Al-Hakim's razing of the Hol T Sep ulcher 1O 

JerusaJem aod desrnletion of C h ris tia n and Jewish sites in 1009 sent a d1llnde rclap rh rougb ut 

rl1e \i est as resound ing as 1 sack of Rome by G oms i11 410 . 

The srory of m rchaot-adventurer Je'.,vs ctive in pre-C ol llIO b ian M exieo m u t be 

unde.rstood aga ins t ehe ba kdrop of early m edi val hist ry in Europe aod sia a weil as eh 
colonizati n by Pa ific-facin M i an cultures of the U .S . Sou m west . C ross-cultural d 

il1t' rdisciplinary p rspecöves are nec s a lY. Although they caJled thern e1v Ro man , and the 

~I rs [ three kings camc fro m what is now F ranee, these long-disraoce voyager:; w part of a n 

international tradi ng world tha t x tended from Far W est ro a r East, touching po inrs in 

rabia, Afr ica, Ind ia, Cambodia , Vietnam and Indonesia. T hey wert' known as R hadanit s, or 

khudanicc . Sa llam, a Jewish merchanr rrom Spai n ur Khaza ria, was abi co conv r e in thirty 

la ngu ges Oll his jou rney across en ral Asia ro (he G rear W all o f C hina in 845. Th 
Rhadanites spok Frankish , Latin, Creek, H b rew, rabi , Per ian, Span ish and lavonic 

according ( ehe Arab geograph er Ibn Kurradadh ab . 

The term Rhada ni tes or Rhodanires fo u.n ! in I n Kurradadhbah 's writ ing can be traced t 

Rhodes (Is l of Roses). ehe sour e of imporranr colonies in Gaul a nd of a ll commercial law in 

rhe 311cienr M editerranean. In Mesoameri ea , our Rh adanites observed oltce commerciallaw 

md sealed (he.ir reeords wich u/li-drop , the Imec equivalent of tod y's \ te rmarks and 

digital signaru res. 

The present antho l gy of reading offi rs a ehoi e of tex.ts and documen a imed at 

1I1uminaring these ge gr-aphic and cul tu ral eOllnections. M ost readi ngs are o-ansla red fro m 

Lari n: so me are raken from Arab , H Lbrew, r .ek, O ld French and even C hinese sour e . T hey 

range froIll J Buddhist monk' des ri p tion of Fu-Sang, ' arly church eouoc.il s and the emper r 

Jusrin ian's codi fl carion f R man civilla \ in th e early s ixth cenrury to Arab geographers alld 

opper plates f l nd ian mler in Ilinth -century Ke.rala. T h H ebre-. Book fYo ippon is an 

important source for Jew ish hisrory, set d own in ir p reseIlt form in the elevenrh century but 

dC'riving fro m much o lder works . M st of these readi ngs dovetaj l chronologically ancl 
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geographically "vim the very tim eErame of the T ucsoll Arri11.cts. F Olli accounts of the 

coranation oE C harlern agne in L'1tin sources relare ro rhe year 800, a date rnenrioncd on the 

rear Cross. The C arolingian embassy to Barun Al-Rashid and establishmcnt of Frankish 

hostels and pilgrimc:hurches in Jerusalem come fxom th e same time. So too mecharm ing tale 

preserved by Notker the Srammerer about C ha rlemagne, ",ho explained the djfferences 

between a VikLng longboat, Breton cargo ship and Jewish mercham man. 

A fam olls saying of dw Roman historiographer Arnaldo Momigliano was there "was no 

Jewish history berween the fall of Jerusalem and thc I l:<l l ian Renaissance." Michael Meyer 

(fewish ldentity in the IV/odem Vlo f'/d) further commented, "There was no Jewish h isrory­

writing be{\\leen Josephus and Isaak Markus Jost" in the nineteenth cen tuJ'f. We know "ef)' 

lin ie about Jews in early medi eval Eu rope. Except fo r what can be SPUIl our from a handful of 

funerary epit'aphs, some farnily chronicles and a scarrering of rd igic) us texts, it is a lacuna. [n to 

L~is cryptic void o n(:' 111a)' now tnterject a major h istor ical mon ument tha t sheds as much light 

on Western Jewry as on Jewish rela tions with Jerusalem, BabylOl1. Egypt, India, China and 

Mexico. 

It is a period when Jews were holding (heir own against Ch ristian zealots, wbo condemned 

t11 em for their o ut-of-date belicfs and foreign ways. Jewish merchants were greatly admired 

and appreciated. C arolingiau offi cials converted to J udaism aud m oved to Arab lands, where 

l ews fei t more at h0111e and enjoyed fuller rights. It is a time when d1ere ruled a Jewish prince 

in Southem France whose aUiance wirh the Carolingians bcc3me the sru ff of epic poetr)'. 

Pepin , Ch arlemagne, Louis tbe PiOU5 and Charles the Bald gran ted Jewish merchants special 

privileges. C harlemagne's soldiery in Palestine waoS no t on1)' a help w C h risrian pilgrims bu t 

guarantee of overall good relarions wi rh the Arab world. Those \yho served Pepin's Lati n cross 

and the Patriarchal C ross can be viewed in some respecrs as foremnners of [he Templa rs. 

Rhadan ites were devout Jews of Rabbinical orienration . T hey Hnaneed the purehase of Jewish 

sires in Jemsalem emd carried writings, espedally rnystical books and halakh ic responsa 

(verdicts on ques60 ns of Jewish law) from Q I1e end of the warld to the other. They were also 

responsible for hclping spread inro W estern tradition the Sanskrir animal fa bles of ehe 

Pan chatantra. Jewisb fox fahles of the Easr, liturgiea l Jewish poetry (Piyyut) of the Land of 

Israel and Arabic writings in science, med icinc and mathematks. 

Templar aod Freemason esoreric tradjtions can be traced back to Jewish MerkabaJ1 

ffi)'sticism in BabyloI1 and Jerusalem, T he G ood, or Beauriful Land. Lev ites and Israeli res 

named Joseph, Theodore, Jacob, Israel and Saul menrioned on tbe Tucson Art ifacts were weU 

educated merchams active in the high-protlt, long-distance spiee and metals trade. BeJgian 

medievalist Henri Pirenne h as d rawn attention to Jewish merchants' domi11ant role in trade in 

his book A10hammcd Otld Cbarlemagnc (Vl. l) . After papyrus, pep per and incense became 

ullim own under the lare Merov ingians with the c1 0sing of the Med iterranean and eastcrn 

rOll [cs to lndia and C hina, the ] ews reopened [he suppJy of these and other goods in Europe. 

Jf they did nOt make the world go around ehe)' at leas[ bro ught it together at a time when 

C hristi an and M uslim warrcd. No C hristian could set toot in M uslim lands and no M uslim 
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Our se ·tion on India and C hina (VII. ) will answer at leas t what is probably h e mos t 

frequ nr qu ci n people ask abou r these reeord . How did "Romans" get ro 1 riz na and " hat 

lVere th y daing d1ere? T he answers C ln be seen in th rea.dings devored to maritime eommerce. 

These tart ith the an iene trearise The Perip!IH afthe Etythmeall Sea and onti n ue ehrough 

s 'veral Arab ac unts about ehe luxury imporrs ofIndia. Lndochina, Indo nes ia and C hina. T he 

sea lanes anel trade wi nds fo tered by tht: India n cean monsoo ns and fast- rn ving currenrs o f 

thc W ·t Pacifk \'\farming P 01 alo ng with ehe "conveyor bel t" of the Japan Currel1t m ade a 

seabo rne journey fro m E ypr, Arabia and Persia ro India, tbe Spiee Isbnds, Ch ina and the 

Paciik oa [ of America the most pro [rabll:: one in all cornmerce fo r nearly a thollsand years. 

Ir is bel ieved Indian and Indo-C hi n ships began to explore the Pacifi ·· Coa t of North a d 

South Ameriea frorn about th ~cond entur . O nly after ehe fall of an ton in 877 d id 

international shipping een tered on the Spie . 1 lands de a' and cl, emph< sis shirt to the 
o erla nd il ' Road. 

Secrion VllI "M ining and Metallurgy" covers a vari ty of our-of-thc-way topies. I p resent 

'veral repons about mining in the A m riean Sourhwest and M xico p ro ing the pani h 

simply foliowed in the fo tsteps ofindigenolls peoples, openi no- very few new mines. meri an 

Indian turquoise mi n go back ro about 600 E. T h Mine wi th th Iron Door in rhe 

,aralinas was r d iscovered and losr agai.l1 in 1880 and may acruaily have been worked by our 

Romani (Vl I1. 6). Thc old, old legend üf "White Stranger and Papago G Jd" (VIlL.4) eerns 

tO eon em Am rica's medi a1 jcwish visi r . Th dark ide of m illing history in ehe u e o f 

slave labor, Il10srly wamen and ch ildren, is rollched up 11 by a passage from the lost G reek 

author Agatha rchid s, a geograph r of ehe second .enrury SCE. 

Pro peering, rel1n ing and die ce hn i al know(ed ge necessary for srnelcing gold and silv r 

f"rom difr r l1t ores are slIbj ecrs covered by several selections. Pinally, "Thc T ucson Min ing 

Disrricts ar he aWll of American Settlem ent" (VIlL 1J) presents a cleta iled su rv y of the 

oldesr mi nes in the mounwin rang su rrounding ueson, wh:H o res they were known for as 

wel l as hO\ they were \vorked and when and by whorn. 

. urquüi s was mined in the ·ame places with lead and ilve r-go ld meso A ·in le tu rquoise 

mask was worrh a king" ransom, and b its or the "god srone" sub ri tuted fo r currency. Ar the 

cent 'r of ie aU were weaIthy Tolr C hichimec mercha nt eli t of Hohol<am C o untr in the 

Tucson basin wid1 their jea lously guarded m ines, p rawling ities wirh ball courtS and temples 

and i rri g~Hio n "anals feeding b r ad fields of ma lze and other r ps . 

Ifanyone wams hard evidenee of transoeeanic co nract, 01 nizario n and (fade between the 

Id orld and m e New, complet w irh names, dates and I cations, they need 10 k no fa rmer 

than rhe disp lay cases in the Jobby o f the Arizo oa Hisr riea l Society in T ucson. T h e lIeson 

Arti& rs shine a rrang light not just n Sourhw r U.S. arch logy and Mexiean eity-life 

under the T altees but on medieva l W est rn ' llfope dllIing a eriti c..1.! time of recovery and 

revi \'al. They also provide per peeti ves on (he earl p ri cl o f the Abbasid a liphare; the g Iden 

age ofRabbi nica l J ud aism; the ev n tful centu ries o f th up ta and other em pires in Tndia; me 
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spread of H indu-Buddhist eivil izatioll ro Sourheast Asin and Madagascar; and the important 

aecomplishments of the T ang an d Zhou dynasties in C hina (618-907), a period of unsurpassed 

artistic and teehnological advanees. 

Fow1darional to the present publieario!1 has been the publica tion in 201 6 of the book Album 

o/Photogi't7ph)Iwith Transcriptiom ,md Transllltions 0/thf' lvfedif:val Ldtin. Without a complere, 

accurare set of high-resolutio n photographs of the T ueson Artifacts- so ill-served anyway by 

representa rions in prinr, on TV progra!l1S and th rough aniine media, and difficulr to capmre 

wirh a camera- li rde progress in studyi~1g rhern eDuld be achieved. 

T his second book goes a step fu rther. Ir takes its inspi ration &om the classic compilation by 

Jewisb- It.dian-American bjstorian Roben Sabarino Lopez, Medieval Trade in the 

A1editerranean World: ILlustrative DocumenJs. Selecrion V 1.3 belmv reprod uces h is text "T hcre 

Are T hree Types of M erchant. ·' T his was translated by Lopez from th e Arab ic of The Betl/lties 

of Commerce, a lare 11 in rh century work by a prospecous merchanr trom Damascus. O ur 

selection descri bing rh e Rhadanites, "Rou res of the Jewish Merchanrs Called Al-Radhauiyya" 

(VI.2), is quoted from Lopez' translation of an extract horn The Book 0/ the Routes tlnd the 

KingdcnH' (mid-ninth century). T his famous passage makes the first and onJy known mention 

of Rhadanites, or Rhodanitcs. Thc Tucson Artifacrs agree with ie exrremely weil in a1l 

particulars. Th e)' provide firsthand docu memar)' evidence of Jewish rnerchants speaking 

W estern E uropean. Arabic, Persian and other Eastem tongues. 

Any anrh ology winds up being subjectivc, open m charges of bias, personal opi nion, 

mistaken assessrnent and other limitations, space among rhern. I have confi ned myself for ehe 

mosr p;m ro fhe cighth and nintb centuries. Th e selections featured here stem prirnari ly from 

that period, the same years as ehe T ucson Artifacts, and rel<l tc to them cUreccly. The majorir)' 

were written by authors in the better-kuown u ad itions of fhe W est. chiefly La tin. Joining these 

are works in more exotic languages, iocluding Ta..'l1 il-Malayalam, Arabic and C herokee. 

Becaus€' of the multicu1 tural nature of the T ucson Artifacrs, I bave striven fo r a cerrain 

degree of indusiveness and exrensiveness. M uch must remaln tentarive and incomplere. Each 

reading is accompanied by a brief explanation placing j t in its histori cal conreXf and spelling 

out hQW it pertains to me T ueson Anifacts. T hese mini-prefaces are oecessarily deficien t in 

depch and doclImenta tion, but th is is something I ho pe [Q make up for in a th ird publicacion 

on ehe whole topie of ehe T ucson Artiiacts. 

AU nansla tions from Latin are my own. Amoog them i5 a key passage trom rhe mid-n imh 

cem ury C arolingian aurhor H incmar of Rheims, "Jews Calling T hemselves Christians" 

(IV. i 1). Tlüs wi tness to the existcn.ce of Breton Jews passing for Christian in rhe city of N an tes 

has never before appeared in English. Likewise, rhave translated inro English for the fi rs t time 

Rhaban us Maurus' treatise "O n the Bartle Readiness of the Roman Military" so that readers 

can obtaln an inside view of Caroüngia.n mili tary rheory as it bears on the T ucson Arritacts 

(!X2) . 

. here are tvvo d iplomatie documenrs of particular inrerest. One, in La rin, is rhe "Canne 

Land Grant under C harlemagne" of 79 1 (1IL5), a charter from thc emperor himself 
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confirm ing ou m M a khir of N arbonne, whom we identity wi rh the "ruier of rhe peopIes" 

menrioned by the T lieson Artifacrs und r rhe na me T heodore and year 775 (nehush ran 18­

2). The other, in M ala a lam and Heb rew, is a celebra ted opper pla te pr served in Cochin 

synagoaue and dat d 861. T his document grants ari tocratic privileges ro Joseph Rabban. a 

known Rhadanite, and appoints hi rn head of the foteign trade colony in Kerala. We suggesr 

he is th same as the lea rned Josephu euIogized by h is sem O liv r in art iface 5. 

How da we know Jacob, Oliver and oeher of [he adventurers came fro m Brittany? or only 

is Britmny expl icirly named.a the origin ofJa ob , the second king, but [he r are markings on 

Illany of the a rtifacts in 1 ogam alphabet common in Breton, Celtic and Bri ish lands. T he 

vari 'ty i called Rom Breas (Roman Breto n . #3 1) in The 0 k o[ B llym ot , wh ich lists 

ninety-three styles. O n th t: A lbion C ros a gross in gam, read ing &0 111 ren to fight. speIl s da 

(" good" ) and idenrilles thc R mani col ni sts as coming fro m Baulande. th Holy Land , in 

or her word.~ s Jews. 

T he lJ CS n Artifacts d id not drop fr 111 th sk.)'. They are not fake ne vs fro m a conspiracy 

of hyper-d iffu ionists. Ir i im possible to over ·tate their im po rtance [0 1' the [Udy of pre­

olu mbiao S urhweste rn .5. and N o rthwest rn M xic:a n h isto . T hcy a re rea l re o rJ s f 

living, ~ read1ing, thin king (an d li ee ra re) in habi tanrs o f th Tolt c C h.ichimec r gi o n of 

orthwest Mexi 0 and Southw ( Un it cl State 111 the ear berween 90 and 900, 

corrcsponcü ng co the Pioneer and C olonial periods of the Hohoka rn Culwre. T hcir 

inscriprion, are not hard to read 0 1' undersra nd once recognized. Everything ehe)' tell ll$ fits 

with whar we know from ar heology and supplements it. lt is 111)' hope tha t th is collecrio n o f 

hard-to-fi nd text r b ting to the uc on Arrifa rs' cultura.l background and hjstorical comexr 

rasters J better llnderstJ.ndi ng and appr ciation of an imp rtanr lost chapter in Am eri 's P:Js t. 

Ogam gloss in OU Breton on the Albion Cross, uading /eft to right da tgoodj. 

7 



8 


V(lOI m :ro s:> T)j mnt LI ":1 \ITV .1,. 'VI-I, nru 



I INSCRIPTIONS AND TEXTS 

The Tucson Artifaets a re los t-wax, ca [-lead cer :m o nial obj crs insc ri bed wi th medieval Larin 

historiea l tex ts and m 'morials of I ad rs vi th names ueh as J3cob. r ra l, Benjami n. Joseph, 

Saul, 1. a and Thcodore. Some also contain Hebrew ph ri\se.s like "ejgh t di visions" and " '1 

grea t nation," wh ile orhe.r display eom memora ted leaders' portraits sh ips, trademar 111 

Tang­ ra seal script. tem pI s, a M soamerica n g!yph. s eri nda! fl re, an 3nch r, Ro man que­

style angels in glo ry and other drawings. Their iconography includes the T n C 01l1l11andments 

Jnd eult objects li ke spiee sp ons, carpem er's square, Frankish ax s, snakes and trumpets. 

Th re are also milira ry anrh ms and motros. Aseries of thiek one-sided doub le crosses, joined 

like s ied albums presenr whar a re clearly records signed b OL (Oliver), with dates ranging 

fro m 560 ro 900 A.D. Thc overarching provenance is dedared b [he makers of the arrifacrs 

themselves ro be Roman (Romani, monogram R) , a term m amoun t a t this t ime ro European. 

This claim ro national ity is fimhe divided in to Levires (L) and Jsra lires (l ). On of th smnd­

our em lems depi t d is a rri ple liara, a sym bol of Jewish p riesrhood associared with ehe 

Mesoam rica.n figur of Q uetzal atl. 

Although the writi ng has stru k some modern vi wers as ill-fo rmed and. erude, it is ca ily 

recognized J nd ca n bc: authenticared wirhout any q uestion a a type f sq uare Roma n c::a p irals 

us fo r record h 1I ed in remples a nd. o rher deposi tOries of anriqu iry. CaH cl scripeum 

mOi/umentaLis (scripr for writing on monuments), it was Ll sed o n bronz panel and coins. Its 

pr fl et' alw y com m un icated romanitfl.l, urban iry and oHl cialdom . 

Compos ition of eb inscriprions, which irrecrlllarl )' /t ll a cruci form pla n, show. they were 

pr babl)' copied froni rough drafts in eursi e on wax tablet . The d ra lts co ld ha e be n 

dicrared by O li v r, wh signcd the resul ting monu ments, nd was vidently keeper of reeords 

Jl1d ma ter of d1 mi li ta ry recrui rs (cflmp idoNOI} Cerrain scribal mistakes con fi rm that ehe 

engravcr worked from a.n o riginal wich formlliae and abbr viation . For insta nce, th Roma n 

numeral III as mis read and rendered Septimus (\lU) , and the word post (afi:e r) wa written 



"WHClfANT j\l)\ · I'~\iTtJlU]l. KlNcs OJ! lUlOOA 

twice. Ir was always an engraver's responsibiliry how to engross and lay out a drafi: . .t.ngravers 

and epitaph makers prided tbemselves on their craft and were trained to pur in self..validaring 

schemes of cryptography. For instauce, the number of letters in a memorial (in ehe original 

Lati n, wirh abbreviations counted as expa nded into wholc words) might correspond tu the 

total number of months a person Uved . 

uch could be writte.n about the med ieval Lat.i n, but this does not seem the most 

appropriate place to do so in a way that would do the subjecr justice. Sufflce it ro say that ehe 

language is not unusual for the time. In annalisric manner, tor iostance, the accusauve absolu te 

substitu tes fo r the ablative absolute, a usage in hiswry wri t ing tha t goes back to En nius (239.. 

169 BCE). The com poser uses inter (dassical Latin fur "berween") to render such expressions 

as "Israel Il ruled for six years," a usage paralJded by l'1ltrt' in Old French. $imilarly, memoritt 

is spelled memoifl, etc. Certain numerological schemes are employed in the layout and planning 

of rhe inscriptions to highlight names and events as in tormal epitaphs (see IX. Cabala and 

Esoreric T radi tions). 

Air holes are apparent on the fini shed works, whose rough exteriors show that the casting 

o f me lead rook place in the sam e desert environment where the artifacts were larer excavated, 

probably in a min ing cave. O ne can sti ll detect im pressions of gemstones, beads, pea.rls, debris, 

sand, gravd and even mesq uite leaves captu red in rlle "floor" of the casting process. A 

greenswne has been stuck on the back of o ne of the 3rrifacrs, evidendy in reference to (he 

Romani's Chalcb ih uitcs a llies aud trade partners, the C hichi mecToltecs ofNortbwest M exico 

(T hose of the G reen Srone). 

T be Lati nity of the inscripcions is not atypical fm the so-called Dark Ages. T here are 

uncertainties abom orrhography, case, syntax an d rense, but ehe register is d assicaJ, with 

all usions to VergiJ , the Bible and Roman law. Accordi ng tO the medievalist Rosamond 

McKitrerick, me Ca roli ngian Rena issance prolonged "me ongoing conn ection berween 

wri tten and spaken languages far into the ninth centUl)'." Moreover, o ne could speak in a 

Romance rongue and the words be recorded in classica.l Latin , a.s innumerable legal documents 

prove. Roger Wright, anorher medievalist, main tains thar the written and spoken languages of 

the CaroliI1gians were ehe same, wirh the sdlolars assembled around Charlemagne under 

Alcuin only reformi ng the spellil.1g. T his means that rhe texts and phrases of the T ucson 

Arti facts could have been read aloud in ceremonjes in .,ometh ing approaching O ld French, or 

even u anslated by the leeror ioto somerh ing like O ld Breton, wh ich may have been the 

language of synagogues in Olivcr's experience. Signifl can rly, we have glosses in a Bly rhonic 

language written in Cduc ogam. T he art ifacts were certai nly intended to be read aloud. Hardlu 

anyone read silendy umil modern times. 

Thc Hehre"v of the T ucsolJ Arrifacts is Masoretic (seventh to tenth centuri es). Ir is Imown 

that Jews in Francia, Spa.in, Ttaly and oth er platts in ehe Wesr spoke Hebrew in daily life. 

Carolingian scholars hired Hebrew tutors from ehe loeal population. Hebrew was one of th 

vernacul.ars frequencly heard spoken in ]erusalem, Babyion and Egypt. Ir was the common 

language of the Rhaclani tes. 
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It is pparent ehat [he aurhor's mo ch r tongu , however, was not Lati n but a non-Romance 

vernacu[ar. On the fin ished artitacts ace l1umerOU S marginal Bri ttonic glo ses, inei ed before 

or after the Clsting pr c in ogam. A dear exa mple is the ld Welsh/B reron/ rnis h word 

da s ra tchecl as a calque above the ward ROM Nl on theAlbion C ross (4A). Ir means "good" 

in the same sense as in the capri ns TO (Hebrew for "good") below eemples on other 

artifacrs. These references to " ood" m phasize ehe iclemitication of the Romani with the 

land of Da id, or the Holy La nd (Beaulande in O ld rench chansons). he same two let (:: rs 

in the aga m alphab t daur, nalll cl after the oak, and ai/rn, oamed after the p ine, appear in 

annota ti ons ::dong th ed ge of the J udas­ enjamin- Jsaac ross . 

Th is ro s (6), also signed by Oliver, has a round rem ple labeled TOB represenring the Holy 

ot HoHe Oll the T m plt! M ount, along wieh a brazier, sh ip, aDehor, p i spoons and 

Mesoam rican glypb . On th front, in addi tion to the rhree ho n r es' bu ts, is c mirer beneath 

the letter S (sta nding perhaps für sacnan "sacred") an notated wirh he I er r geirt, o r Q, the 

apple [ ee of th ogam alphabet. C mposed of fi ve long strokes, il seems tO cl janate 

l! tz,lcoar! . Ben ., th i th igh t-,e t ioned fJel d m blem ofC ala lu , the m ilitary motto VOE 

CVincit omn ia exercitium," "Train ing cO llque all " ), a F ranki sh axe and a T ang-style [rad 

sea l. Oddly, /leith r the ins ri ption nor the s m bols on the cross s m W be :lfranged in a 

Fa hion mat com pl m n ts Of ornam nes th e form of the cross. It is alm t a ehough [he .ross 

wa. an a cidental background. hi i not true of the neh usheans, which revea l careful arrisac 

d~sign anel more expert IllodeIi na . 

o com pare liver's work with a corr spond ing portion of eh. Anno/es Cambriae (Annals 

of ales), al wri ttell in La tin , we e that eh T ueson Artifa t are a b il more fulsome and 

li e rary. he W eish annals are bri fe r, pla in rand more condensed. 

885 H el died in Rome. 

887 erball d ied . 

889 uibne he wi t of the I rish ied. 

892 HyFa idd d i . 

894 Anarawd came wi th the ngles and laid was te Ceredigi n and Y trad T)'wJ. 

895 T h o[th men carne and la id waste Lloegr, Bychei niog. G wem and wynllywiog. 

896 Bread fai \ d in Ireland. Vermi n Iilce m le wieh rwo teern fel l from the air komet?) 

<lnd ate everything u p; they wer driv n OU l by .as ting and praye r. 

898 Arhelstan ki ng f th Saxo cüed. 

lJOO Alfred king of rh Gewi si d ie . 

These are works of rt a od r rds o f an officia l and e. oreric natu re. Th co mbi ne cl menrs 

ofJudaism, C h ristiani ry, C [tie culture, m ilitary life ti lands and [fade. T heir I nguag is 

olle of elegant implici ty ancl xp r sive succinctn . T he g ographie foeus is on Jeru a lem 
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MEHCHANT ,\I)\·EI\'11 nn::n KINGS OF tU (ODA 

aod (he ciry ofRhoda in the New World. Th e. T UCSOI1 Artifaets are perhaps unique in offcring 

this parricuJar combination of cultural inrercoI1 nections. They pose formidable challenges of 

interpretatio n and evaJuation to experts in severaJ neids. 

1. Theodore's Conquest of Rhoda 

Gfthe eleven Latin inscriptiolls signed by Oliver, Ihis om stands out as the best composed /md most 

celebrated. The Greilt Cross was thefirst ofthe set ofstnmge ceremonia! objects bearing Latin and 

Hebrau unearthed by chance in 1924 outside Tueson, Arizona and 110W in the keeping of tbe 

ArizolUl Historical Societ)'- Unlike so much ofthe evidencefOT O fd World contact and illfluences i1/ 

pre-Columbiall America, which has to be p ieced together and dejended with compLex /ugummts, 

the Tucsol1 Artifacts constitute a selj~con t'lilled, complele, easi(y read.abLe fmd selfproved historicaL 

record. The Great Cross happe1l5 to have been the first that wasfound, on Septet1'lber 13, 1924, and 

there has been 110thing like it since. fts discovery was instantly sensationalized in the headlines of 

the day (see 1I N ewspaper ReporlJ). Not only do zue learn the flam e.> and nationaiities ofthe first 

three "Roman"gOWn7ors (sil1Jt1nus, [f Pima si iUdU, English swamj) ofRhoda (probably the site of 

Tucsoll 011 the west 5ide ofthe Santa Cruz River), as welf tlS the geographical settingfor their exp Loits 

{Term l/leognita, {/ label for NOf·th M exico that persisted on maps untd the 18'bcentury) . but alw 

we are forcib(y .>truek by the date january ! , 800. Ca5uaLIy m enlioned., a/most carelessly recorded, 

and hnpm bably preserved, the informatioll p laces the events exactly withi71 the (o ntext of 

Charlnnagne 's rise to emperor (Christmas 799, 0 ,. New Years 800) and is consistent with his k noum 

fovoritirm to l ews {ca.lLed Romani} and illterest in gaining gold, spices and otha /'ielm /ro m newly 

f orged long-disttlnce trade connections e.x:tending through the d()mains oflhe Caliph 111 Baghdad. 

All the i ncongruoIIS, lmlikelj, elements that make the Tucson Artifacts a unique and seeming(y 

i111probable witness to p re-CoLumbian histo lJ' are introduced in Ihis briefamzalistie text-Jewish 

and Christioll JJmbols, Roman (md Barbflrirl7'J laU), OM \'(/orld find New Wo rld p eopl.es, cillssical 

literature and the Bible, military fmd religiolls themes. From lAB. The Great Cross (900), in The 

Tucson Ar6facts (2016), pp. 2-7. 

T a the memory of Romans (Ro mani, Gallo- Romans and others): to Brittany (Britannia) aod 

Albion 's Jacob (Iago) , to rhat second Aetius, T heodore (Tudor), and to Israel of the Seine 

Province in Gaul, consuls of m ighry eides wi tb seven hu ndred sold iers eacb. A D. 800, J anuary 

1. 

W e are carried by Sei. C alalus (H ehrew "empty, all used up, " Hohokam) is Terra Incognira 

(Unkoown Land) . T he Toltec (B lI ilder Race) governor was as a king ruling wideJy o 'er the 

peoples (Vergil. Aeneid 1: 21) . 'They were transferred, T heodore deplo)'ing rusn oops before 

th e ciry of RJ1oda (Rose-Ci ty). and more [han seven hllndred captives were raken. Not one of 

thern in ehe city was exempted from gold (attro) . T heodore, a [rue man of the h ighesr valor, 

reigns fo r fOllrteen years . Jacob reigns for six, G od aiding him. Have no feil. Jn the name of 

(the God of) Israel . O liver. 
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Swim ming wi rh gold (urre) was Ja cob. Wirh d helping him, he reigned wim a [rong 

hand (Deut. 26:8) in th way ofhls ances ro[s (Lev. 26:45). Sing umo the Lord (Ps. 67:5, 95: 1, 

87: I). May his lirne li e forever (Ps . 110: 1 0, 113B: 18). O ji r. 

2. Whole History in a Nutshell 

As ehe keeper olhistory ",ndeT its kings, OLiver composed this brieltimeiinc 01 events at Rhoda, based 

110 doubt 01/ earLier materials. !t appeem on 3A ß, the j'ecolld 01 the kaden inscribed double croSj'es 

recollm d from the Si/verbell ROfld find site. From The Ab Ovo ~ross (900), in The T u on 

Artifacts (2016), pp. 10-1 . 

l~ rom ehe beginning Oi t. , " Ei'om th egg"), A.D. 790-900. Naught but by th cro . h ile war 

raged, Israel d ied. Pray fo r me soul of on ofIs rael. May d1 earrh lie lightly up n the . As H 

was unto our fathers , so muy God be limo us (J Kings 8:57 ). He add. glo ry to h glory of our 

forehthers. Israel las a defendcr of rhe faidl. He reigned sixty-seven years. r rael the econd 

reigns for six 'ears. Israel 111 has IlOW begun h is reign at rwen t.y-si x years old. Tc has b en war 

w rhe: dearh. To vanquish or die. Flourish ing with ancestral hOllor da)' after day. 

In ilh r evenr, howev r, ou r spiri ts will not be broken, (hanks be to G od. \'(fith time slipping 

b)'. on the od r hand, (hat fom and sourCt: o f ~vil, now comes DU r Hnal day and the 

unav idab le nd. I me Lord am wi rh ye (I s. 52:6). O liver. 

3. Romans Across the Sea 

COl1ülluing the serie" 01 fillrA ilIlci recording the n((mes 01 the fii'j-t two kings ufRhoda is this single 

l('{(dm crOj'S brought to fight on N01Jember3 0, 1924 by Charles E. Iv/at/ja. Rougher thall the otlJm~ 

If senns to halle beeil made ~y different ha1/d~- aLthough its ROr!1rln ettpita! j'cript and gold iilfill 

lettering {[re the .fame. WaJ it "ude as Il Jingle cross, pOHib6r an ur/SrltiSjrlftOry altempt, 0 1' did the 

Ut!.I'1' bflij get sepfzrtlled ji-om it in the cataj·trophic mudsfide dUlt buried the whole set ofcel'emoniaL 

objects o/th/! Romani in 900? CouUi its olher ha!/stilL fie buried in the sediment anti mliche Oll 

Si! erbeIl RotUli From The A/bioll ross (9''' cent.), in T he Tu son rtiFact.S (2016), pp. 14-55. 

Lcvires 

+ 
Albion 

Theodore (Tudor, Tewdr) 

J3cob (rago) 

(We are) Ro mans carried (across the sea) 
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4. Benjamin, Joseph and King Israel UI 

The Larin text on this artifoct is the longest tlnd most complex, taking thefo ml o/teiep 'aphic entries 

much like the A nglo-Saxon Chronicie fro m the sam~ time p eriod Set dmu11 in 9 00, it apparently 

captures information ßom previous efforts III record keepi7lg ((S weil tlsfive hundred years 0/oral 

tradition, as g/impsed in Oliver's mention o/his/atherJosephus, 0;' Joseph. There is also a degree 0/ 
tlnaL)'Sis (md introspection. Oli1Jer~ p ersonaLity comes through lOhen he comp/ßim~ "Jsrael lurned his 

attention :0 creating priests, " tlnd remarks, "Ours is rather a Lift 0/ru/ers 0/men. " BecmtSe 0/this 

subjeetivl! dimension the Tu (SO 11 J/rtifacts rise above mere anl/als. Note that the entry /rom 895 is 

date/ined sirnply Terra lncognita. At this time. Oliver and his men had apparently removed /rom 

the ci tadeL ojRhoda to a temporary camp in the coulltryside nearby. taking their ceremollial objects 

with them. From The Jos(phus Cross (900), in T he T ucson Artifacts (20]6), pp. 16-23. 

Benjamin ruled o 'er the peoples. Jt is &om (be Province of th e Seine that the bravest of ehe 

G auls have always come to Rome. So Benjamin came to the aid of the people to lay the 

foundation tor the C ity. He built a perimeter waU fo r the C ity. O f enormous strengeh wa.s 

Benjamin. He fi lled the multi tudes with awe. He was kilied by Thebans. This 1 heard from 

my fathe.r five hundred years afterwards after h is death [ahout 8S0?]. In memory of my facher 

Josephus. 

Anno Domini 880. IsraeilIl , for freeing ehe Toltecas, was exiled. H e was che first to break 

with the cusrom. Tbere was an earrhquake. Panic laid low all mortal hearts. Thc third ye-ar 

after he had Aed ab road, they rerurned co rhe ciry and kept within ehe walls. A dead man thou 

shalr neither bury nor bu rn wi thin me ci ty. Before the city lay a plain. HiJls ringed it round. 

It has been one hundred years since Jacobus was king [Le., since about 800j. Jacobus would 

throw himself inco the th ick of barde. He saw to everyth ing. H e would fight a m w tirude of 

men by h imse/i. O ften d id he smite ehe foe . Israel rurned his attention to creating priests . O urs 

is ramer a life of rulers of m en. 

Anno D omini 895. Terra I ncogn ita. Would thar I could finish my efforts to serve the ki ng. 

Ir is uncenain how long (his type ofli fe wi ll conrin ue. Many th ings could be said wirh this war 

raging. Three thousand have been slaugh tered. Thc leader wirh all his principal followers has 

been taken captive. We souglH nothing bur pea.ce. But G od orda ins all things (l s. 46:9). Oliver. 

5. Discipline Conquers All 

This cross cOlltainsjust lIt1mes, jormu fae and monoes. From The Judas-Benjamin-Isaac Cross 

(about 890), in The Tucson Arti facts (201 6), pp. 28-3 1. 

Sacred 

Levires and Israelires 

J udas 

Benjamin 

J4 

( 



I, . ' ' l{W l'IO. S D ' l1-x rs 

Isaac 

Train ing Conq uers All 
li ver lic eutries 

\Xfe JIe of Rome. 1,parently 

( ur temple ommemora[cs) [he G ood Land (of ](jng David). I'i 0/oraL 

Benjami n is prai cd.rdegree 0/ 

Kings 0/Rhoda Jacoh, Theodore and Israel land stals 0/Frankish emperors Chark11llig1le 
(right) and Louis the Pious. 

6. They Came to Rome in A D. 775 

VOI a Larin cross Like the others, this tll'tifoct (J 8) takes the fo rm ofa nehush tan 0 1' brnzen serpent 

like the olle camed by the chi fdren o/! raeLin the wildenzess (Nurn. 2 1 :9). 111 addition to f-feb"ew 

Cr05S p!Jrf/seJ tt beaTS Latill mottoes (md clltchwords. Tbe ru fer Theodore mentioned on it is thought to be 

f odros, 01' Mllkhir, exilarch /l1'ld nasi, e hrtl'! mague's Jewish deputy in N arbonne, who died JU(JI 

6. 793. TheTucson Arrifacts (20] ~, pp. 41-42. 

IUwg c nqll r all 
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Levi tes and lsradites 

W e are ca rried across the sea to Ro me. CalaJ us was an unk.'lown land. T hey came in A. 

775 aod Theodore mied o'er the peoples. 

7. Hebrew T able of Nations 

Frorn T he Book o f Yosippon comes thü et/mic history ofWestern EU l"ope, part6' btlSed Otl / Chron 

1: 1-9. Conspicl/ous in it is tbc mmtiOil ofBt'etOlu, cal/ed SOllSofRifilt. Such Cl 5peciflc kllollllcdge 0/ 

the B I'etons and the Loire vallC)' made the first COml1lentätors on Tbe Book ofYosippon thi~/k it 

might htlVe origjntlted ilJ110Ilg!\Tfwtes .lews, although cun 'm t scholarship attributes it to late tent/; 

Cel/tury Sout/lenz ltalif.l fl flutho rship, influenced b)' FlYlnkish and Byz,flIztine sotlrces. Translated 

/rom the Gtmnan ofDtlgrnal" Bömer-Klein tmd Beat Z uber, j Qsippon: Jüdische Geschichte vom 

Anfang der W elt bis zum Ende des ersten Aufstands gegen Rom (Wiesbaden: j\1"rix, 2010), 

pp. 30-36 

Adam , Sem, Enosh, Kenan , MahaJalel, Jared, Enoeh, Methusclah , Lamech , Noah. N oah begat 

hem, Harn and Japbeth. Tbe sons of Ja pherh are Gomer, M agog, Madai, Yavan, T ubaJ, 

Meshech ao d T i ras. The SODS of Gomer are Ashkeo'n, RiEu and T ogarma. T he son.s of Yavao 

are Elisha, T arshish, the Ki ttim (Cyprial1s) and the D odani res (Rodanim). 

hc world however had only one language and one way of undcrsta nd ing. As d1ey now 

wellt Out from ilie East the)' to und a valley und sa id to olle another, "Let us bu ild a city here." 

T hen did Yabweh de.~cend in order to look upon the ci ty and the tower. Yahweh spake, "They 

are one people. Let lIS go down and confuse thei r language." Then djdst Yahweh scatte r rhern 

frorn that place over m e \",hole eanh. O n mat account He called it by the name Babel. 

These are me fu rnilies of the SOllS of Japheth and me lands to which they were sca ttered 

aecordi ng to their Ianguages, their lands and m eir peoples: The sons ofG omer a.re the Fr~nks, 

who live in the country of France on the Seine Ri ver. T he sons of Ri fa t are the Brerons, who 

live in the country of Britta uy on the Loire River., and tbe Seine and Loi re rivers empty in to a 

sea o f the Oeean, that is me Grea t Sea. The Togarma comprise ten famiLies, among them 

Kusar, Pecheneg, the Alans, Bulgars, Kan b ina, Tu rk, Bus, Sachoch, H ungarians and T olmac. 

Al l these have sertled in the norrh, aod tbe na mes of meir lands are named after them. T hey 

have settled on the rive rs of tbe Volga; bu t Hu ngarians, Bulga rs aud Pecheneg have sertled on 

me great river na.rned Danubi, mat is the Danu be. 

Thc sons of Yavan are me G reeks , who live in lonia and Macedo nia. Medes are the 

D aylami tes, who live in the coun tly of Kurdistan. T he sons ofTubaJ a re the Tuscans, who Live 

in T uscany on the river by Pisa. T he sons of Meshech are the Saxons. Those o f T iras are the 

Russians. Saxons and Angles live on the Great Sea (Atlan tic, Nonh Sea), the Russians cam p 
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Oll the river of Kicv (O ni p r) , wh ich pours im th Caspian S . 
T he SOllS of Alisha, these a re cll Aleman ni, who live between the M o u ntain of J VI" and 

eptimus (G rea t Sr. B rnard and Sep t imer Pa s), and from thern stern the Langobard i 

(Lombards), who came from the odl r side f th M untains f Jove and Septimus. T hey 

conquered I taly and live dlere CO this day on the Po and T i ino rivers. Frorn them stern the 

Burt> ndillns, who li e on the Rh one River and fro m them also the Bavarians, vvho live on the 

Rhine River, wh ich ru ns into the reat ea. The T icino anel Po ru n in w the Venetian St:a 

(Adriatic). 

he arsians the Clme wicll m e M acedon ians with a religion, and from them stemmed 

Ta r os. s tbe Ishmaelires rook the la nd ofTarsos. irs inhabi tants fled ( 0 the borders o f rbe 

sons of Yavan and wa ed war on the Ishmad ites wbo were in T arsos. 

The Ki tt im, these are the Roma ns. who have senled in cll e plain of Campania and on clle 

ri ver T i er. The Oodanite5 a r tbe D an ,who li ve between sea inlets of the a n (Atlantic) 

in the land Denmark. Tr was in O ania, in the midst f the G r a t S <I, hat al l oalh was s ~orn 

not ro serve rhe Roman. T hey concealt:d themsel s in th wate rs of the ocean and rhus it illel 

nOt h3ppen rhat the rule of R ome rea -hed lIn to the fa rthesr islands o f th ' sea. 

\'(Ii th the D odanires are gro llped 31so M ravia ns, Croat~, orbs, LUCa nin , Lua "h in (P le ), 

Krako\rians allel Bohemian _ T h ' sertl Oll the shore of th ea from the o rd r of Bulgaria 

!O rh bOl'der f Venice o n the sea, a nd fro m there they exten.d d h m s Iv S Oll tward r the 

Sax ns, [0 rhe G rear ea. 1l1ey aI called Slavs (SJaves) anel orh rs say [hat they desccnd fro m 

[he sons of Canaan , bu r rhey a.r rd ar d to the Oodan i r . 

8. Death of Oliver 

n ie j"tOl:Y of Roul11d-and his steadj~-t friend and cOlnpanioll at arms D fiver--goes back Lu the 

birtl. 0/ Arthurian legend in medievaf Brittany. N inth cel/tury baptisrn records in Frtl!lce afready 

I'tjlect Ihat Ro!.and and OLiver were jiworite n flJJleSJor brothers al/ti especiaf6' twiw- in Jloble 

j;tlnilies. Roland and Oliver bemme paradigms j or military prowess and honor. Oliver as a name 

is dl'eply rootcd in WeLsh history-thillk o/ OüLler ronnvelL The meaning 'JjAO! in thü DU 

French epie from the eleventh centltry, which {(Jas jozmdationaf jo,. the entire subsequent epic 

liuratllre in the "matter ofCharlemagne, " is not Im own. Probably it was f l Tm/skaI cue 0 7 refrtlin 

lor the troubadour or j ongleur performing the piece. Battle eries fiwn the Song 0/ Roland were 

i/lOuted by the so fdü:rs 0/ lXIilliam the Conqueror in their charge to vict01) at the Battfe ofHa)·tings 

i /I 1066. Adapted ~Fom Gerard I Brau f:, La Cha nson de Roland . Student Edition (Univm·ity 

Park: Pennsylvania State UP, 198 ), pp. 12 1-23. 

Oliver senses he has fee ived a m rral wound, 


Ont he wil l n va be able to avenge. 


He rrikcs no like a heto in ehe rhiek of th ings, 


H ha s rhr ugh sp ar a d shi Ids, 
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•. lliHCHAryr AIAEi'xTt I!UJl KINC~ ( >F RHO{).\ 

T hro ugh feet, and fists, and saddles, and ribs. 


Anyone who saw him dismembering Saracens, 


Pili ng one corpse on top of anomer, 


Would have recogw'lcd Wm for a true kn igh r. 


N OT dot::S he want to fo rger C harles's batde er)" 


Bu( sho u(s "Monjoie!" loud and d ear. 


H e calls Roland, h is friend and peer. 


"Noble comrade, do corne ncxt to me! 


In great pain shal! we part todav." AO I 


Roland looks Oliver in the face, 


lt is wan, livid, colorless, and pale. 


Brigh t blood streams (he length of his bod)', 


To the grou nd j ( falls in spurts. 


u,... od!" says ehe C ou n t, "{ know not what to do IlO W. 


Noble comrade, your valor, what a shame! 


Tbere is no man who can m easure up to )'ou. 


Alas, fair Pra nee, how bereft jt s11all be 


Of worthy kn ighrs, how des titute and defeated! 


T he Em peror 5uffe rs a heavy loss in you." 


With these words. he sirs srul1ned upon his horse. AOi 


9. Roland Addresses His Sword Durendal 

In medieval cu!tllres, swords were given narnes and endowed with great powers. !t was custommy 

to p resenf a boy coming 0/age in the warrior class with his sword fl r lifr. Excalibur, Arthur's Sluord, 

comes to mÜJd. Often the sword was engrfwed with a serpmt figure, as Oll artifacts 11 artd 12. 

Roland's Jword had the /lame D urendlrl This perhaps meallt "vaLley 0/dread, " a mythical p "lee 

wbere its steel WllSfo rged Charlemagne:' sword was named Joyeuse, alld Oli.ver's HautecLere. AngL<J­

Saxon kings bad swords with Sllakes engraved on the b/ades. Roland:' cataiogue 0/conquests taL/ies 

weil with the lands which tbc Bretons and other Gnllo-Romans helped (he Franks regain in (he 

eighth century when they tumed back the Muslim nrmies. Adnpted ji-om Ge1"tlTd ]. Er/1u/t, La 
Chanson de Roland, Student Edition (Ullivmit)' Park: Penmylvonia State UP, 1984), pp. 142­

43. 

Roland struck th e sardonyx srone, 


But the steel only gra tes , it does nOt b reak or nick, 


And seeing that he cannot fracture it at all, 


He commences to weep unto hi msel f, 


"W eIl , ehen, D u rendal, how fair and clear and bright you are! 
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pp. 142­

JNSClUlYl'I )NS \ND TEXTS 

How you shine and flash a rhwarr rht: u n! 


Charles \ as in rhe vales of M auri nne 


When od in heaven cornmanded hirn rhrough an angel 


Ta give you ro a cerrain oun( his cap tai..n. 


So did rne noble ki ng and grear gird me wirh ie, 


nd with ir I onguered Anjou and Bri trany, 

o did I conquer 1) itou and La M ai n , 

Wirh ir I c nquered free rrnand , 

So did 1c ngucr Proven e :lOd Aquirainc:, 

And Lornbar y and all Rom agna, 

Wicl1 ir conguered B:lVaria and [he whole of Flanders, 

And Burgundy and alt of Poland, 

Consranri nopl , wh ich ow d C ha rIes feale)', 

For in axony he does a h wishe, 

Wirh ir I cong er cl orland ... 

And England, which h held tO LLi account, 

Conquered with it s m. ny lands nd rea lms 

hieh harl now hol , he o f ehe whi te beard. 

For th is sword 1fed oaught but pain and gri f, 

!'d radler perish than leavc ie wirh the Pagans. 

Fad1er od, let nor Fran e b 0 d isho nored!" 

10. William ofOrange's Family 

Althollgh composed in the ttuelfih centu ry, this fd Frei/rh epic harks back to the days 0/ 
htlrLemngne ' heil' LOlliJ' the Piou , who ruledftom 813 to 840. It renten' on T)?iflillm ofOrtwge, 

the SOli ofA imeri, befieved to be identica! with the Jewish Pri1lce tuhom Charlemaglle summoned 

;rom Baby/o r/ ja flS '/;(' P,.ot~Clor 0/ th~ Spallish !vfarch. 7lJere are more chansons ((nd epics about 

Wi//iam thart (my otherfigure. lXIilLillm became a popldar name in tbe nobiLity ofFrrmce, Ellglmld, 

Spallt, Germllfl)' a"d IltILy, dow1'l to and extendill beyoi/d lXIilliam (he COllqueror ({nd the kings 

0/ElIgLand. T!J~ 1or~igJ/-bor!l " Eml ngard, whose origin was Beaulande ((the land 0//h KOoc4" 

i. ~. Palmh e; see V. 2), beamte a cOllvention 0/troubadour poetry and Cl traclitionaf name llmong 

Narbo/lllaiu aristo racy. 'he battfe ery 0/Ernaut in /he chanson -de geste was "Betllllantk!"Anot/JI!!' 

Mm fi r Beth/ehern wa. Beau/illnl, 01' BeauLancle. Here Wilfiam boasts ofNs p roud heritllge (.md 

jil/1l0US farniLy-the literfl! m ealling 0/ geste. horn T he C ro nJ. tion of Louis in G ui U:lUme 

d' 0 range: Four Twelfth-Cenrury Epics, tro /'l'., with fln intro. by Joan AI. Fen'ante (New York: 

olumbia UP, 1971), p. 86. 

Fr m no man have I er k p t my na me. 
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lliHCJTANT A!W F.l'fll I REH KINGS OF HHOI)A 

I am Wil liam th e marquis, by God's grace, 


The son of Aimeri, whose beard is now gray, 


And Ermengard, renowncd fm her bcight f:1ce. 


Bernard is my brother of Brabanr farne, 


And Hernaur of Gironde on the sea, and brave 


Garin, whose deeds will cver be praised, 


Bueves of Commarch, who leaves terror in ruswake, 


Guibert of Andernas, th e youngest in days, 


Aimeri , too is ou.! brother of noble gracc, 


Who emers 110 lovely horne, bur remains 


O utside in the wind and breeze aU tbe day, 


So be helps to desrroy the Saracen face . ... " 


11. N o Lineage Matched That of Aymerl 

More on the jeu.Jis/J p rinces or nesim (sing Nasi) of SeptimanitJ and Toulouse. Although the 

historicaf figures li/led in the eighth (lud ninth ullturies they now app etlI' allachronisticlllly as 

Christitm knightJ three to Jour centuries fater. The name oftheirjbunder first occurs i11 the An na1s 

ofEillhard as Haimericus. Thij' is befieved to be a corruption ofMakhil~ the Babylonian exilarch 

who came to the West about 160 tmd bemme the pmtector of the Spanish M ar'ch and tntsled vassal 

Jor the Caro/inilw kingdorn ullder the Frallküh name Theodo ric (O fd French: Tbierry; German: 

Dietrich; Hebrew: Todros; Grcek: Theodnre; mC1ltioned in the Tucson Artifocts). In this rum-of 

the-thirteenth-eentury O/.d French epic bJI a elerical writer. probtlb6' working at the court of 

Champagne untier patrons Hemy LInd countess lvfarie. we enCOUll ter the geste tradition in one of 

its most polished rnanifestations during the heyday of courtfy fove ({nd chivab:y. Aymeri is 

chllracterized t!S apaladin ofCbarienulgne arul the father ofWiftitltn H ooknose. duke of A quitaine. 

The troubadour author p robabfy n zjoyed the patronage ofErmengard, viscountess ofNarborme, 

heiress of Aymeri 11 and olle ofthe most }mzous women o/her day Lllong wit/; Eleanor ofAquitaine 

({nd Countess M arie ofChampagrle. In song tll1d story, Ayme!"i milrries H erme7'ljart (Ennengard), 

descnbed ilS behzg offoreign extraction. The couple have seven sons who alf beco me champiolls. 

Wiüi/Jm is the second of thern; he becomes a saint in the church jbilowing a martial career. The 

Lntin ami O /.d Fl"ench ver.rions ofthese legends appeal' to rest Oft mueh ear/ia chansons de geste 

composed in j udeo-OcG'itan, the jpoken lallguage ofthe South ofFronee. A fo mify chronicle cal/ed 

Ma'aseh haMakiri ("Deed," or Geste, of the Makhiri) is k nown Forn the late eleventh or earfy 

twelft/; century. It illcorporated contributiOllS bJ' Nathan tl1ld Mel1tJJem, sons of M akhir. The 

j t!'luish inß uenee 0 /1 medievaf epic aud romance is cOIlJiderab/e. A)"'/1eri is here /i nked strongfy with 

Roland fl1ld Oliver. In its present Jonn, the C hanson d' Aymeri comprises 4108 verses. The)' we1'C 

probabfy cornposed by Bertrand de Bar-sur-A ub in the first quarter of the thirteenth a ntury. 

Michael A. H. Neu/th, Aymeri ofNarbonne: A Frend1 Epic Romance, pp. 2-3 (Proiogue). 
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No lin 'ag fro m 3J1Y lor ca me down 

o match the 0 0 of Aym ri the C ount. 

Knm rhis in truth: no lin so EI n or proud 

Was like chi, lord's whom my song is abour. 

[0 one whole mon th I !lever could recou nt 


The Howor deeds of which he was rhe fou nt. 


YOll all have hea rd of A meri's renown. 


From whco th king first gave him N arbonne w wn, 


I do believe, unri! d , th st ruck h im down, 


He did not pass in peac on full year roll nd . 


And of tbe sons th:1t Arm ri bequea thed us 


No iII-repure was ever heard r rnean ness. 


The truth i th is - in \ ritten text we read it ­


Thar ymeri and CharIes, the fi erce of featu re, 


Sbould have t hei r mmes in h isro ry set clearly. 


You've heard in sonl:) 0 many ti mes, good p p ie, 


How mJ.ny keeps, how many fort, , nd regi os, 


To har! magne' grea t will and skill all yielded; 


1-10\ ma n Moors and wicked-working hea thens 


He brought to he l and wrought a I rce defeat on! 


. n an}' da}' 11 0 bl ighted pagan creature 

COlild fi ght 6 r long ag:linst h im and his legions ­

nt il that day when Roland, theu b rave leade.r, 

nd Oliver, ehe man he loved most dearly, 

Were lost to C harles rh ro ugh treachery aod treason, 

\VIhen Ganelon, wi ch spireful heart and schem ing, 

,'old both of rhem to heathen Ki na Marsi te, 

'\' irh rwenry rholl sand Fren h. rhe chanson tcachcs. 

hel' v.ere slain by the greJ.r aet of evil 

\ rought in he h nd of pain. 

12. Memorial Stone of a Jew from Italy 

Hebmil l//ritings of an] sort were rarr in early medievül Western Europe. Epitaphs o1./e1/1S in Roman 

tiltflcombs werl! mnst~y romposed in reek. But forn the md 0/the t:igblh century, ([I the same time 

thITt I-I"brcw became unknount in monlJ.Stic circfes, the language I'xperienced /1 renaissance in certtlin 
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MEn u ll\NT AD\ 'FNrn JHLH Klr\CS OF rU-l ODA 

Jewish C01flmunitie)~ fiS shoUJ11 in literary UJorks fike the Book ofYosippon, h , p ietistic composüiom 

/rom Rome (wd in L'1p idary il7ScriptiollS, e)pecially in Italy. Thisjitlso me memorial to f1 mall named 

Put ben Youialllt, son 0/ Put Levi, is olle of more thaft tl hundred thot S1Irviue. It was found at 

Lave/lo, (J small (o um abotlt tm mi/esForn Venosa in south centrtJ! ltaly, where it was used IlS the 

Co r7/.erstone % U house. l t is notable jor its quotation o/Scripture and testimon)' to the Babylonirm 

Talmud. The Hebrew 0/tlJC TUCSOll Artifacrs is sim i/nr. Note the nomes Bonn (Good, 0/D avidic 

descent) and f aco!? Cesare Co/,~fermnina, "Hebrew Inscriptions 0/ the Early Medievtd Period in 

S01lthem Ittlly, "The Jews ofT taly: Memo!)' and ldenri ty, ed. Barbara Gar-vin flnd B emardDov 

Coopemul1l (LO J1cW n: UP 0/Maryland, 2000), pp. 71-75. 

There was a ma n, the mos( blessed among sons 

from the land of rhe Ki rtim (Italians, Romans), whose name was Pur ben YOVlan u 

ben Pur Levi. This was h is journey: his world 

he saw in this life, and his future in the eternallife, 

his hope from generation tO generation. H is heart desired 

1O go to rhe House of the Sanctuary and ir wem there; from his moutb 

(he teachiog was like gifts tO the poor. Hü eyelids 

looked directly before h im, a nd his eyes glowed with h is light, 

rus hands were open to anyone who might come o r go. 

O ur si ns have caused all of thL. 

His days and his passing away were at rhe age of fony­

eighr years. For rh is Yovianu his son 

and his brathers Bonu and Ya'akov sat down to comforr each oeher 

<md spoke a eulogy tor hirn and [Ore thei r doches in the love 

of rhej r souls with which ehey loved him, 

and rhey erecred asteIe for him. 

Whosoever is inteUigent should fear and say: blessed is be who forms 

his crearures wich justice, desrroys them and in the fu ture 

he will bring them back to Iife. 

May peace come and settle upon you r resting place. 

13. Aetius, Savior of the West 

Theodore is campared / 0 A itius (JA), who was o/Scythian birth find spent most 0/his Cll ,.eer in 

Gaul. Theodore probably came fro m Gallo-Romall origins himse/f Often caLled the Last 0/ the 

Romans, Aetitls was the ftimd and Vtl7/quisher 0/A ttili.l and heLped settle Hu ns (m d A lani in Gaul. 

Some o/these in O rleans and Brittrln)" particulo.rLy the A lo.ni, were exp ert hOl"semen fl nd continued 

to p reserve his memory t/.lree hundred )'ears late/~ calling thernseLves Romani, H ere are the stirrillg 

euenfs 0/ Aetius ' Lift as recoanted ~y Gibbo n. (Edwllrd Gibbol7, T he Decline a.nd Fall of the 

Roman Empire, vol. Il, LO l1do rz: Warne, pp. 286-88, 307-8.) 

22 

fter f: 

he w 

bngw 

lhe c 

have I 
son 

Placi 

impl; 

pcrish 

10 [h 

\\lhol" 

Jul 
hirn [ 



Cl1reer ill 

. in alt!. 

"-071tinued 

the 5lining 

Fall of the 

fN: ' lUI'I'IONS .\N D'nXTS 

After lh d -am ofhis rival Bonifaee, A ti us had prudently re rired to the r nrs f the H uns; and 

he was indcb ted to thei r alliance fo r h is satety and h is re ta ra d o n. In, tead of the supplianr 

bnguage of a gu ilty exile, he sol icited h is pardon at m e head of sixty thousand Barbarians; and 

the mpress Placidi a o nfi sed, by a fi eb lc res istance, that the condescension, which m ight 

have been aseribed ro lemene)" was the effeer of weakness Of fear. Sh del ivcred herself, her 

san Valenril1ian , and the Western empire, into rhe hand of an insolent subje t; Ilor coLlld 

Piacidia pro tccr the son-in-law o f BOll ifaee, the virtuous alld fa ithful ebascian, from the 

irnpiacable pcrseeurio n \ h ieh u rged him from one kingd om to another, ci ll he m iserab ly 

perished in rh e service of th Vandals. The fOrCltna te Aeolls, who was im mecü tel)' p romot d 

[Q [he rank of p rrici an, and thriee invested with the honors of the cOl1Sulship (432,4 7.446), 
assllmcd, wirh me ci le of 111a ter of the cavalry and infa nrry (magister utriusque mifitiae), rhe 

wholc mi lic:IlY power of the sta re; and he is sometim es styled by conrempo rary w titers, the 

duke, or general, of the Roman of he \X7esr. His prudcn . rarher tha n hi virruc, engaged 

hirn ro I ve eh g randson o f h od osius in the p essi n of the pu rp Ie; and Valentin ian wa 

permiro cl () enjoy the peace and lu xury lraly, wh ile th parrician appear d in ehe glori u. 

li hr ofa h and a p triot, who su pporred n ar twemy ears rh ru ins r eh Western empire. 

Th oehic histe rian (jordanes) inge.l1 11ou Iy eonfi ses, mat Aecius was bo rn for the a lva rio n 

ofrh e Roma ll republi (abollt 390) ; and the fi lIowi ng port rait. thougb it is drawn in rh fairest 

(Olors, muse be aUowed to eon a ill a m u h larg r propo rtion of truth than of flattelY. "His 

llIother was w lthy and noble lralian , and h is Enh r audentius, who held a d isri nguish cl 

rank in the provi nce f Scythia, gradually ro e from the station of a mili tary dom esric, co the 

di gnity of master of the caval ry. T heir son, who was enroll d a lm ost in his infane)' in the 

glwds. \V:lS giv n asa hos rag • first to Alari and afce rwar to th H uns; and h ucc sivel y 

obra ined the civil aad m ilira lY honors of the p .laee, for whieh he was eq ua lI)' ql.l aLified by 

superio r merit. T he grac ful figu re of Aerius was not ab ve the m.id d le -ta ture; but his manly 

limhs were aclmirab l , form d for srrengr.h , beau ty, :lnd agili ty; a ci he excelled in the martial 

exercises of manag ing a horse. d rawing the bow, a lld darting ehe javeli n. He collid patien tly 

t'ndllre the wanr o f rood , or o f sie p; and Ws mind aIlo bod ' were ali kc capable of the m os t 

iaborious efforrs. He po ses cd [hc genuine oumge thar can despise no t o nly dang rs, bu t 

iniuries: and ie was im p ssible either to corrupr, or deceive, or incimidate the fi rm integri ry of 

his soul" (porrra i from Renatus P rofuwrus F rigeridus, q uoted in G regory of T o urs-. T hc 

Barbarian. , who had seated th mselve~ in the Western provinees. were in ens ibly tau h r to 

l< peer th fuirh and valor of the pa ti ian Aetius. He S othed th ir passi n , consu lced their 

prejudice , ba lanced thei r im rest , aud checked their ambition . A sca nab le rreaty, which he 

concl uded wirh nserie, protected Jcaly from the clepredations of the VandaJs; thc 

iml pelldent ß rirons implored and acknowledged h is salu tary aid; tl1e l mp r i j autho ri ty was 

rcstored and mai nrained in G a u l änd pain; and he com p Ued th F ra n ks and the c uevi, whom 

he ha.d va nquishc:d in eh fi Id, tO b co m e th useful con federares f the republic. 

From a p rinciple of inte r r, a weil a grali tude, A t iu as iduo usly ul ivared the a lliane 

1 f the Huns_ W hile h resid cl in their tentS a a hostaae, or an ·ile, he had fa miliarly 



MLHCH.\NT ADVENTlllU:H Kl;:-.lCS OF IUiOD"\ 

col1versed wiu.' Artila himself, [he nephew of Ws benefactorj and tbe two famo us anragonim 

appeared to have been connected by a person.a l and mili tary friendship, which they afrelwards 

conflrmed by mutual gifts, frequent emhass ies, and the educaLion of Carpilio, the san of 

Aetius, in the camp oE Attila. By me specious p ro fessions of gratitllde ;lnd voluntary 

artachment, m e patJician rnigh t disguise bis apprehensions of me Scyrhian conq ueror, who 

pressed ehe two em pi res with his innumerable arrnies. His demands were obeyed or eluded. 

\'V'hen he clai med the spoils of a vanqwshed city, some vases of gold, wh ieh had been 

fraudulently embezzled , the civil and military govemors of Noricum were lmmediately 

despatched tO satisfy his complaints: and it is evident, from their conversarion with M a.,,,imi n 

and PrisClls, in dle royal vi Uage, that the valor and prudence of Aerius had not saved th, 

Western Romans from the com mon ignominy of tribute.. Ver his dex terous poliey prolonged 

the advantages of a salutary peace; and a (lumerous arm)' of H uns and Almi, whom he had 

atrached to bis person, was employed in rhe defence of Gau L Two colon ies of these Barbarians 

were judiciously flxed in the rerri rories of Valens aud O rleans; and thei r active C3valry serured 

the imponanr passages of thc Rholle and of the Loire. T hese savage allies were not Lndeed less 

formidable to the sll bjecrs chan to the enemies ofRo me. T heir original settlement was enforced 

wieh the licenriOliS violellce of conq uest; and the province through which rhey marched was 

,xposed to all the calami ries of a hostile invasion. Strangers to the emperor or ehe republic, the 

Alani of Gaul were devoted co the ambi tion of Aeti us. and tho ugh he might suspect, rhat, in a 

conrest with AniJa himself, they would revolt ro the standard of their national king, the 

patrician labored to restrain, rather than to cxcite. eheir zeal and resencment against the Goths 

(he Bll.rgundjans, and the F ranks. 

lM ter Aerius leads the combi ned fo rces of the Western Roman Empire aI1d defeats Atti la, 

the Avars and orher rrihes] flnally extinguisbed the empire of tbe Huns. 

Such an evenr might contrihute to tbe safery of ehe Easrern empire, under thc reigo of a 

prince who conciliated the friendship, wiehout forfe iting the esteem, of the Barbarians. But 

the emperor o f the WesT, the feeble and dissolute Valentinian , who had reached his thirry-fifth 

ear wi rhout attainiog me age of reaso n or courage, abused th is apparent securiry, to 

undermine tlle foundations of his own th rone, by the murder of the parrician Aetius. F rom 

the insti nct of a base and jea10Lls mind, he hated me man who waS universall)' celebrated as 

rhe terror of the Barbarians, and ehe support of the republic; and h is oew favorite. the eunuch 

Heraclius, a'wakened the emperor from the supine lethargy. which might be disgwsed, during 

the li fe of Placidia. by the excuse of tJlial piet)'. T he fame of Aetills, his wealth and digniry, ehe 

numerous and marfial train of Barbarian followers, his powerful dependents, who fl Ued the 

civi l offices of the state, and the hopes of his son G audenti us, who was already conrracred to 

Eudoxia, the emperor's daughter. had raiscd hi m above the ran k of a subjecr. T he anlbi tious 

designs, of wh ich he was secredy accuscd, excited the fears, as weIl as the resentmenr, of 

Valentinian. Aetius himself, supponed by the consciollsness o f b is merit, h is services, and 

perhaps bis innocence, seems co have maintained a haugbry and indiscreer behavior. T hc 

patrician oftended his sovereign by a hostile declaratiol1; he aggravated tbe offence, b)' 
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compelli ng him to ratif)r, wirh a solem n oath, <l treal.)' of r o nciliation and all iance; he 

proclaim d h is suspicions, he negle ted his safety; and from a vain con fidence that tbe enern , 

whom h desp i ed, was incapable even o f a man!y crirne, h rashl enrUf d hi person in the 

pabce of R me. Whilst he u rgecl, p rha p wirh in temp ra te veh rnence, the marriage of his 

SOll; Valemin ian, drawing his sword, the fi rst sworel he had ever drawn, plu nged it in th breast 

01' a general who had saved hi mpire: hi s co u rt i rs and unuchs am biti usly srruggled ro 

imitate rheir maste r; and Aeri ll~, piefee wirh a hundr cl wo unds, feU dead in the royal presence 

( 'i4). Boethius the Praet rian p re fJ er, was ki lled a t th ame moment, ancl before m e evem 

(ould he divulged , the pril1l:ipaJ fri ends of lh panician were sum moned to the palace, allel 

separately l1lurdered, The horrid deed, pal liated by the specious Ila mes of jus rice and neces ity, 

was immediately comm u nica ted by the mperor to hi s soldier h is subjecrs, and his al lies. The 

nations, wh were su anger or en m ie to Aerill$, generollsly deplo red rh e unwo rthy f,u e of a 

her : the Barbarians, who had been anached to his service. d iss mbled rh ir grief alld 

resemmenr: and the pu bli contempt, which had been so long enrerrained fo r VaJenti nian, was 

at on converted into dee p and un iversal abhorrence. Such sentiment! seldom pervad rhe 

walls of a palace; yet th emperor was nr()u nded by the honest repl)' of Q R man, whose 

Jpprobation h(' ha.d not disdained to solicir. fiT 3m icrnorant, sir, of yo u r mo tives or 

provocarions; r onl know, that)To ll have 3. ted like a man who cu ts ff his righ t hand , ith his 

lell." 

25 



HI EHe! IANT .\i)\'EJ'lTl11U:'R KIl'\CS ( ) 1' HHO DA 

• 

[he J 

o,;u"di 

• .llIu:1';'I I \.\. 


.....a. 
G. C. 

L. I. 
a. e. 

@ J. f ~ 

8· h. l~N 

1. 

~ ~ 

J 

k. 

Monograms and embkms: a. Romani monogram, b. Frankish axe, c. sword, d. wite 
monogram, e. Israelite monogram, f Patriarch's cross, g. Levite's miter, h. sacred sign, i. 
motto 'Vincit omnia exercitium" (Training conquers alt), j. sacrificial fire, k. Calalus field 
ensign with ships. 
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