











numerous types of lithic end scrapers, diverse forms of burins, and lateral and pointed
retouched blades using steep Aurignacian retouch.’

The earliest domesticated plant may have been flax, which Aurignacians used to make thread,
twine, clothing, nets and oil from the seeds. DNA analysis poirts to its domestication in the
Middle East, while the oldest spun and dyed fibers come from Dzudzuana Cave in the foothills of
the Caucasus, Georgia, dated 33,000 BC.® This same date marks the introduction of fhint bladelets
glued into bone and wooden scythes for harvesting crops in.the Jurreru Valley of India.”

Aurignacians perfected swift travel over long distances. They developed portable leather tents
supported by a domed nétwork of curved poles, like an overturned coracle” To insulate against
the cold, they covered the exterior with rolls of dried grass, then a second laver of tightly sewn
hides. They used ochre to tan the hides, and & mixture of ochre and tree sap to glue and
waterproof the seam, Drilling holes through leather required many burins, a distinctive feature of
the Aurignacian tool kit. Within the Carpathian Basin, they settled mto villages beside navigable
rivers and valleys that harbored trees, and avoided open plams without water. According to an
inscription in Chauvet Cave in France, they made sleds to transport hedvy items across snow in
the winter.

Aurignacians were modern in every sense. They harvested both flax and nettles, refted and spun it
into thread, made nets to catch fish and birds, dved the thread to weave a wide variety of
garments and sewed decorative trim on fur coats and boots. They baked clay figurines in ovens
fu by charcoal, mixi ound bone with the clay to produce a porcelain-like product. They
harvested and ground cattasl roots to make flour, then baked bread for themselves and thew
babies. Dogs assisted in the hunt, guarded their villages and may have pulled their sleds (Figure
6). They fished with nets and bone harpoons m hightweight skin boats constructed from elk hides
over a framework of poles lashed together. They perfected a fast method of striking flnt blades
from a large core, discovered the best sources of flint, and transported flint long distances to their
settlements, They sometimes buried their dead dressed in elsborate furs and decorative beads,
sprinkled with powdered ochre. They made flutes from hollow bird bones, strung necklaces from
shells and teeth, and drew realistic portraits of animals on cave walls. They were literate, writing
in Finmish on tools, baskets, clothing, bark, ivory, ceramics and cave walls:

* Conard, Nicholas J. and Michael Bolus, “Rediocarbon dating the appearance of modern humans and timing of
cultaral onovations in Forope”, Jonrnal of Human Evolution 44.(2003) pp 331-371. Because the radivcarbon
correstion curve oscillates wildly around 40,000 BP. causing dates to be ss minch as 8000 vesrs tooyoung, Conrad
uses TL measurements on burnt flint to establish g start date. However, at Lone Valley, two reindesr and horse
banes measure 5000 years earlier, and two horse bones at Hoblenstein-Stadel measure 2000 years earlier,

® ivavadre, Eliso, et al . 730,000 year-old wild flax fibers”, Bcience

’ Petraghia, Michael, ot al, “Population inoresse and environmentn!l deterioration cortespond with miceolithic

muovations m South Astaca 35,000 vears ago”, Provesdings of the Mational Academny of Sciences, Vol 106, 1o

30, hiy 28, 2009, 12261-12266.
¥ Coractes are still used in Treland, Wales; Indis, Vietnam and Tibet.
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Germany, Venus of Hohle Fels, 34,600 BC: ‘Food for me |
made’

In 34,500 BC, an isolated Aurignacian hunter wrote an mscription on an ivory Venus, then buried
the figurine beneath the floor of Hohle Fels Cave in Germany.

In 2008, archaeologist Nicholas Conard uncovered fragments of this small, busty Venus figurine
carved from mammoth ivory at level Vb, the lowest Aurignacian level of Hohle Fels cave. Two
radiocarbon dates ‘adjacent to the Fagments measure 31290 and 31380 RC BP, corrected to
34,230 and 34,380::380 BC'®, toward the end of a warm spell.

Intimate details of the woman suggest that a female artist created the figurine, the oldest carved
image of a person. Nearby was @ wooden mmage of a standing lioness. In addition, cave wall
paintings may be contemporary with those of the same age at Chauvet Cave m France. From the
same level, Conard’s team recovered a flute with five holes made from the bone of a griffon
vulture; similar flutes were found at nearby Vogelherd and Geissenklosterle. These flutes improve
on flutes from eleven thousand vears earlier attributed to Neanderthals. ™

Translation

Begirning at her right wirist, an inscription traverses her arm and shoulder; jumps to her missing
left arm, and ends on her right breast. The inscription reads left 1o right in first person. The long
inscription was originally about twenty letters.

Old Eor: RE MU TE; LIPE-RAU-NE. [... ] TA TE-RA. NI LO 1.
Finmish: Rehu mua tein, lihoa peuran uinehen: [...] tao terd, Niin lom vksi.

English: Food for me I made, meat from a wild reindeer who had been swirnming. [missing
text on left arnt . .] forge a blade. So then I created one.

Iimage and Inscription

The first sentence suggests that the scribe worked alone in the cave. The scribe, possibly male,
began the mscription on her arm and continged on her back, squeezing in letters where possible.
To kill the reindeer, the scribe erther hunted from a boat as the reindeer swam across a lake, or
waited on the far side of a river crossing. In either case the water was not frozen.

' Fairbanks, Richard G., et. al; Radiocarbon calibration curve spanning 0 to 50,000 years BP based on paired
thorium 230 wranium 234/238 and carbon 14 dateson pristine corals; Quaternary Soienece Reviews 24, 2005, pp
17811796, Other studies line ypwith this one,

1 Thie oldest bone flute, made from the femur of 4 juvenile cave bear, comes from Divie Babe I site in Slovenis,
occupied by Meanderthals, dated 1o 43,000 4700 BC VEP, This eguates t0 45,000 BC, at the beginning of the firg
wartn apeil.

Page 7












France, Chauvet Cave Aurochs, 34,500 BC: ‘Dense ground
fog’

Chauvet Cave Discovery

The river Ardéche” flows through Ardéche Gorge, the largest natural canyon in Europe with
chiffs as high as 1000 feet, fed by melting snow from the Central Mastiff. Near a huge natural
bridge Vallon Pont d’Arc that arcs 55 feet above the water, high up a cliff face, hies the tiny
entrance 1o Chauvet Cave, where 36,500 vears ago Aurignacian hunters drew over four hundred
realistic animal portraits on the walls, including rare frontal views, many predators and one
human, These are the first and some of the best animial drawings ever found. Then a rock fall
blocked the cave entrance so that no one else entered the cave until a government employee,
Jean-Marie Chauvet, discovered it during Christmas vacation in December 1994,

The French Ministry of Culture immediately realized the cave's importance, posted 24-hour
guards, sealed the entrance, announced the discovery, released photographs, and started
procedures to confiscate the land. Officials then back-dated critical documenis to clamm that
Chauvet had found the cave while on government duty, and France therefore had the publishing
rights to the mages. A trial convicted three officials of corruption. The cave is so important that
only a few specialists each year enter for a short time, wearing clean-room garb to minimize
bacterial damage. Other controls include not walking directly on the cave floor.

The French Ministry judged the drawings to be very recent, 15,000 years old, based upon the
ntroduction of frontal views, the use of flickering legs and multiple images to indicate rapid
movement, and an experimental picture composed of nothing but dots.

They were stunned when multiple radiwecarbon dates mdicated the drawings to beat least 30,000
years old. Refinements to the radiocarbon correction curve m 2009 pushed the date even further
back to 34,500 BC, the same age as the magmificently carved wory Venus from Holle Fels Cave
i Germany that carries an inseription. When combined with ceramics, weaving, domesticated flax
and magnificently attired burials at Dolni Vestonice in the Czech Republic, the entire community
of scholars was left gasping, “Who were these Aurignacians?”

At Chauvet Cave, before starting a portrait, the artist prepared the surface by removing an orange
crust to expose smooth white limestone beneath Above a study of aurochs, horseg and rhinos, the
artist seratched two inseriptions in fluid cursive through the orange crust. Dated 34,500 BC.

Translation

The first inscription describes dense fog and a hail storm. The second mscription tells how the
artist used a sled to transport meat to quell the community, the earhest indication of sleds to move
heavy loads.

Old Evropean:
TIMATU, SAPE-TARA.
MISALL 10 LIRE NIRA,

Fionish:

3 The etymology of Ardéche is unknown.
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Each pebble has a binary inscription: 1) the name of a child and 2) his or her age at death, starting
with zero for childbirth and ending at seven. ME, the zero sign, was named meno meaning 'death’.

Names were simple and generic, one or two syllables instead of four, implying that their real name
was established at seven. The Hopi culture has a similar feature; female relatives give a child ten
or so names; then at a certain age, the most suitable of these becomes the permanent name. Every
name ends in —N, just as many modern names end in —N.

Translation
Table 3: Translation of Azilian pebble epitaphs, arranged by alphabet.

Azilian Finnish English

A Ajan Of the ages
A-PA Arpaan Omen
E-RO VE Ero ve’en | Parting of the water
HA Hin She

HI Hiehon Heifer

KA Kar'en Very vest
KA-MA Kalmahan | In the grave
KO-KO-KA | Kokonkien | Eagle hand
KO-RA Kouran Hand
KO-VI Kovien Heavy

LA Laajan Big

ME Me’en Honey

Ml Miehen man
NU-MI Nurmien Meadow
PI Piian Maiden
PI-RA Pirran Batten

PU Puun Tree

RA Raian Willow
RA-VE Rave’in Heaviest
RE Re’en Sled

SA Sdien Storm
SA-RE Saaren Island
SA-SA Saksan Saxon

SE Sen Him or Her
TA-VE Talven Winter

TE Terhon Acomn

TO Toen Truth

TU Tuohen Birchbark
VA-RA Varahin Very early
Vi Viien Five
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Ukraine, Mitoc-Dealul Galben Amulet, 23,000 BC: ‘At a
settlement | made a stop’

Around 34,000 BC, Aurignacians began to mine flint near the village of Mitoc in Romania on the
Prut River. Knapping was seasonal, betwesn April and June, with horse and bison the main prey,
Thousands of vears of flint knapping left heaps of fint chips of every description. However,
among all the artifacts, there is only example with writing Why? Because it was written by a
visitor, possibly female, interested in disease and unfamiliar with violent hatlstorms that can
suddenly strike.

The visitor who inscribed the amulet did not exaggerate about the ferocity of Carpathian hail
storms, as evidenced by the following extract of a private letter, dated Buda-Pest, June 28th, from
M. Landor Crosse, which appeared in the Daily News, July 6, 18757

“We have had one of the most dreadful storms that has happened here in the memory of man. 1
must tell you that on Saturday evening 1 was taking my coffee and cigar in the beautiful gardens
of the Isle St Marguerite, opposite Buda-Pest, when a Itile after s o'clock a fearful hurricane
arose very suddenly, sweeping over us with terrific force. Branches of trees were carried along
like feathers. After this came a dreadful thund accompanied by rain and hail, the hail
breaking windows right and left, even those that were made of plate-glass. The hailstones were on
an average the size of walnuts, and some very much larger. Two trees were struck by lightning
within thirty vards of me I had s narrow escape, for these large trees were shattered, and the
fragments dispersed by the hurricane.

“¥esterday 1 went over-to the Buda side, where twenty houses have been entirely washed away,
Nearly the whole of the town 18 flooded, and every street converted into a river five or six feet n
depth. It is estimated that more than two hundred people have been drowned.... OUn Sunday
morning T saw the Danube bearing swiftly away the terrible wreckage of the storm. There were
large articles of fumiture, the bodies of men, women, and children, together with horses and
cows, all floating on the whirling waters.... It rained a waterspout for nearly five hours, and in
consequence the small valleys leadmg down from the mountam were in some places thirty feet
deep for a time in rushing water.... The tramways i some places are destroyed; the mountain
ratlway wrecked; the vineyards on the hullside simply ruined. .. You will scarcely credit me when|
tell you that a house situated at the bottom of the valley and near the railway station was literally
battered in by a drift of hailstones. The doors and windows were burst m before the inmates counld
escape, and they were actually buried alive in ice. When 1 saw the house twenty-two hours
afterwards it was still four feet deep in hailstones, though they had been clearing them away with
spades. Just as I got there they recovered the body of a poor woman who had perished. From thig
spot, and forabout a mile up the valley, no less than fifty-seven bodies were found.”

In 1981, Romanian archaeologist Vasile Chirica discovered an amulet insoribed on two sides from
Mitoc-Dealul Galben {Mitoc Yellow Hill), in eastern Romania on the Prut River, dated 23,430 &

» sndrew F. Crosse, Round About the Carpathiansg, Chapter 2 “Fearful ‘storm in the mountaing’
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Ukraine, Upper Desna Ivory Figurine, 18,000 BC: ‘Old woman
far away’

An ivory bird goddess carved from a piece of mammoth tusk comes from Mezin, inthe Upper
Desna Basin of the Ukraine, inscribed with 3 poem about the creatress Akka and a wedding
sleigh. Tt dates to 18,000-15,000 BC at the end of the Wurma / Wisconsin ice age, and has a
height of 7.2 ¢cm.

Reindeer traditionally pulled the wedding sleigh In the lowlands of India, with neither snow sior
reindeer, Indus mscriptions nevertheless describe the bridal pair starting off on a honeymoon
sleigh. The Glozel tablets of France testify that farmers rased reindeer just for this purpose as
late as 300 BC,

Alkka, the Old Woman, appears in an ancient sower’s charm in Kalevala,
Alika bving under the earth, old ruler of the soil, mistress of the earth!
Now make the turf grow, the rich soil force up the grass.

The land will not lack vital stvength ever, never at all,

so long as there may be favor from those who gave it,

permission from the daughters of Nature,

Rase land from slumbering, Creator’s grass, from sleeping!

Let stems grow stems, and stalks grow stalks,

Send up shoots by the thousands, spread sprouts by the hundred,

as'a result of my plowing, my sowing, especially of my toil. K2.301-316

Translation

This poem containg three phrases of 6-6-4 sylizbles on her neck and body. It reads left to right,
topto bottom; each phrase ends in -N, It anticipates marriage, so the phallus shape is deliberate:

¢ On her neck, the scribe selected words such that empty spaces between letters spell Akka
meaning ‘Old Woman’, the oldest European deity, This clever method mveked her sacred
name to bless the marriage without directly writing it.

¢  On her body, the scribe interleaved two lines of text to form a pleasing pattern that appears
symmetrical and emphasizes her belly.

Old European:
A-KAKA A
PU-SE SA-NI MA
JO KA RIKA.

Finprinh:
Akks kavas aiom,
Puhe’et saani maahan.
Jo kiyn, riian kdyn
English
Old Woman chanting far away.
Through the trees will come a sleigh along the ground.
Then T will go, to marry I will go.
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