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From the Kot Dijian phase of Harappa, dated 2800­
2600 Be, archaeologists found a fired steatite button 
seal inscribed in Old European. The tech_nology 
anticipates later steatite seals that combine Indus 
Valley script with an animal such as an elephant. 

Figure 1: Image and inscriptioll ofKot DUian button 
seal. 
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The button seal reads two different ways, neither one 
pleasant. A literate slave describes his brutal treatment. 

Fi~ure 2: Transcription oi Kot DUian bulton seal. 

IDVVM 
o RU KA TU MI 

OJd European syllables 
a. 0 RU-KA TU-MI 
b. 0 RU-KA TU MI 

Finnish decipherment of Old European 
a. Ohjan rukka turmio. 
b. Ohja-ruoska tuhoi lnie. 

English translation of Finnish 
a. A slave's wretched disaster. 
b. A slave-whip destroyed me. 


