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Chapter 6 


INTO THE NEW WORLD? 


Many historians have adamant that the IXIlll:l.tlUtm; survived in the Canadian 

Aretie as the red-haired,and pm-eve(! hybridized Inuit called Tunnit, Tournit, 

Tunnek, or a tenn coined by ViihjalmUf Stefansson, "Blond Eskimos." Inuit 

It;~t;UU5 in northem Labrador, Baffin Island, and central Aretie supported the 

<;WlUVU that Settlement went to Ameriea, even caUing them 

" fuH beards, red or 

eamefrom Northwest Passage. 172 

Rink in 1875, the to early 

both 

The who used 

to drill " 173 r-."rtPrlh, left for Killinek at 

Cape Chudieigh, t'lnrl"..nunn,,1' tip of were stronger than 

the to be seen which they were able to move. 

ruins of thetr are to be here and there in OUf country, ehiefly 

upon the islands, having been buitt of stones, and differing from the abodes of OUf 

Searchers tor Sir John Franklin' s 1845 did the fIrst mapping 01' the Canadian 
Aretie, 

173 Rink, 469, Spelling varied betwe,en Tunnit, Tunil Tunnek, or Tornit. 
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oeoote.,,174 it was for to live on 

175 

Labrador in M. stories 

Tunnitwere 

as 1I01l-IIIUIL to popUJanon to 

the region mixed 

the dirty man, as 

In 
177 

directly from overseas, wem driven up 

t;;;;WIll);!, Inuit Ir<l"<llr., 178 

Holand Ul:>I..IJUlll!;;\l 

are 

that race:,179 

the 

1 taUer than the 

arms."lgO The Tomit too roughly in games of 

ball, hurting the Inuit. oromoting their an Inuit 

162. The terrn was equivalent to "Hun." Author's comment was: 
struck must have been the last word in 

166-67. 
179 Holand. 128. 

Boas, 226. Blear could l11ean but could also denote a duner OI Iighter color. 
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stabbed a sleening Tunnit in the base ofbis neck. 181 related a W:HlUI.<U group 

hunting style, wbich also demonstrated the strength 

Norse left 

to the Tunit 

oxen werenot 

on the west coast however, 

183 

Of an 

attraction Thule or 

as did the Inuit. 184earlier earHer groups 

227. The Norse nuilt similar caims in the 
I!!J Nati~nal "Musk-Ox: Ovibos mc}schalus, 

CQlrnlIIDllrnals/!nalrnnullis/mlus.k-clxI (accessed I I N<1Vli'mMr 

nr"tpT1"P.rl heefand caribou to seal and goal meaL 

227-28. Tbe Inuit were afraid to confront the Tomit due to their mueh size. 
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Figure 10: Modern Range of Musk Ox 185 

An interesting point carne from the Netsilik nati ves who sheltered Roald 

Amundsen on his Northwest Passage of 1903-06 for two winters at Gjoa Haven. They 

were on King William Island, the next island east from Stefänsson's "Blond Eskimos," 

and described the Tunit as loving to sai!: "In contrast to the present population ras weil 

as the previous Thule or Dorset populations], they loved the sea when it was not 

covered with ice.,,186 The Inuit preferred ice on the sea for transportation with dog sleds 

and easy seal hunting at breathing holes, much like polar bears. A final point was that 

the Tunit ctialect differed from that ofthe Central Arctic Inuit, resembling the dialect of 

Greenland and suggesting that the Norse learned to speak a Thule dialect similar to Inuit 

before leaving Greenland, perhaps while out hllllting in small groups in winter. 187 

In 1919, VilhjaImur Stefänsson described "Blond Eskimos" Iiving on Victoria 

Island in the central Canactian Arctic. Some members ofthis group had blue eyes, light­

brown beards, rusty-red hair, and other European features. With ten or more having 

185 National Geographie, "Musk-Ox." Color of map is blue for oceans, tan for Canada and 
Greenland, cream for musk ox range in eastem Greenland, and high nortbeast and central Canadian 
Arctic. Whi.le a modem map, no reference to musk ox occurred in accounts ofthe Greenland settlements. 

186 Enterline. 139-40. Author ' s note in brac.kets. 
187 Enterline: 140. One question might be, were there Norse words remaining in the dialect? 
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blue eyes out of a thousand, he stated: "No full-blooded Eskimo has a right to blue eyes, 

as far as we know - his eyes should be as brown and his hair as black as those of the 

typical Chinarnan. ,,188 Stefansson concIuded: "If the reason that the Victoria Island 

Eskimo are European-like is that they are ofEuropean blood, then the Scandinavian 

colony in Greenland furnishes not only an explanation, but the only explanation. ,,189 

.,'11(,11: h!fJIllJ 1l"llikllcic., 

Figure 11: "Blond Eskimos" at Prince Albert SOlmdl90 

Genetic characteristics easily divide into dominant and recessive traits. 

Dominant traits include brown eyes, dark hair, non-red hair, curly hair, full head of hair, 

188 Slefansson, 194. 
189 Stetänsson, 173, 194-95,200. Blue eyes are a characteristic ofNorwegians. In my class of 

40 at Nes Gymnas in Ames, Norway, in 1966-67,37 of 40 students had blue eyes. I was American and 
ofFrench descent, one 1emale student was Jewish, and one male student had the looks of the Black lrish. 

190 Stefansson, 194. Note facial hair, baldness, height, and length of legs as different than the 
Inuil This has been a controversial theory, with discussion in the I 920s and research lately. 
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and widow's peak, while recessive traits include grey, green, hazel, or blue eyes, 

blonde, light, or red hair, straight hair, baldness,and nonnal hairline. 191 Inuit have very 

little baldness, a recessive trait. 192 They also lack facial hair, which "keeps ice and 

condensation from building up from the breathing," according to an Inuit source.193 

Figure 12: Inuit fa.mily, about 100 years agO.194 

191 "Dominant and Recessive Characteristics," http://www.blirm..eduJsocialscience/ldthomasi 
feidmanihandoutsl0203hand.htm (accessed II November, 2011). 

192 "Ethnicity and Androgenic Alopecia: Why Eskimos Don' t Go Bald!" http://www.top­
hair-Ioss-remedy.comlandrogenic-alopecia.html (accessed 1I November, 2011). 

193 Essay Pride, "Inuit Eskimos," http://W\vw.essaypride.comlessays.php?free_essay= 
2638350&titie=Inuit-Eskimos (accessed 11 November 2011 ). 

194 Frank E. Kleinschmidt, "Photograph ofInuit Family about 100 years ago," Library of 
Congress Prints and Photographs. http://www.windows2universe.org/earth/polarlinuit_image_ 
gal1ery.html (accessed 11 November 2011). Showing that personality traits transcend cultures, one 
member had no desire to be photographed (on floor to right). 

http://www.windows2universe.org/earth/polarlinuit_image
http://W\vw.essaypride.comlessays.php?free_essay
http://www.top
http://www.blirm
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The Inuit a head "narrow of skull and wide of face... 

his face is wider than accepted by the American Museum 

ofNatural matched ",,,,r,,,nn,,, 

Inuit and white l1UI;J~I;J. showed lack of facial hair, 

and WIUI;JUv:::':::' ofthe previous century. 

warm .. comes 

from the raw, hide. "J96 

across that the 

east: 

195 J94-95. 
)96 Pride, "Inuit Eskimos." 

Greeley, 1229-1238. 
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UAf' liH"WI:-'"j; UI.-nuaVTII)]. lD' 

Figure 13: Map Showing Distribution of"Blond Eskimos.,,198 

Explorers in the Davis Strait between Baffin Island and in the high Canadian 

Arctic reported many sightings of European-Iooking Inuit. Originally reported by Cesar 

de Rochefort, one of the earliest reports was in 1656 from F1emish Captain Nicholas 

Tunes at 72 degrees north on Baffin Island in the Davis Strait: 

In regard to the inhabitants we saw two kinds, who Iived together on the 
most friendly tenns. Ofthese one kind is very tall, weil built, rather fair 
complexion, and very swift offoot. The others were very much smaller, 
of olive complexion, and tolerably weil proportioned, except that their 
legs are short and thick. The former kind delight in hunting, for which 

198 Greeley, 1224. See Appendix B for larger map. Stars mark sightings of "Blond Eskimos." 
Victoria Island with a cross was the location of Stefansson' s "Blond Eskimos," and had been marked as 
uninhabited before Stefänsson visited the island. (Greeley, 1225). 
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From 

occupy 
natural disposition, whereas the latter 

came following descriptions. Captain 

B. described an at 1833 a very luxuriant beard. Sir lohn 

wrote ot an . "His 

and and he had a longer I had ever seen on 

an on the shores 

had described 

of the woman was 

as an 

womenhad and ,,200 

by 

",1.th the Inuit. 201as men were notOO that 

fit \\11th 

couId 

appeared, both gene to VU.:>111111g. 

might dominant gene 

199 inserted Greenland in the text, Steffmsson did not, and Holand 
gave the reference as Baffm the far more logical choice between Baum Island and Greenland. 

1229-30. The motber was witb her and had tbe same appearanee. 
201 46-48 50 
202 JRank Articles, "Ge~etics Dominant and Reeessive .'_ 

,au\CC""",u 11 2011). As an example, my 

red-headed. blue-eved matemal grandfather, and a blond-haired blue 
dark-eyed brother and sister-in-Iaw produced two children with red hair and blue eyes due to 

the r""r",,,"" 202 

200 
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In eonclusion, extensive evidenee that Settlement went 

into Canadian From Inuit legend and the "",ttj",.. " 

probably went to Labrador, then Baffin Island, to an area of the 

Canadian Arerle at Vietoria Island. Modern IJenellCS suggeste<t that the 

red-haired and hybridized Inuit ealled Tunnit, or 

"Blond Eskimos" had traits from both parents. hair full 

baldness wem also non-Inuit The dialeet and eustorns this 

hybridized Inuit eame from eastern regions, not the eentral Arerlc they settled to 

hunt musk ox, and suggested that the newcomers learned the dialeet before leaving 

Greenland. Finally, early missionaries heard the term "Greenianders" freely mixed with 

the derogatorv term about the new tri be that could not properly. 

evidence supported Western Settlement as UU!,!IHJUl the \.AUUl.W<:1.U 

Arctic after leaving Greenland. 
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Chapter 7 


CONCLUSION 


While c:wc:mc:m was initially prosperous and from outside 

rusaDl)eare<l with a eooling eompetition with 

Thule, and from Norwegian monarchy and Catholic Church. The Norse 

eventually saw handwriting on wall, and evacuated their settlement while they 

still had the boats and physieal strength to do so. 

Physically faced to their survival and prosperity. Longer "\linters 

were harder on the slowly-dying smaller Norse cows. More sea iee made breathing 

holes difficult for the ring-neck whieh the Thule followed down the eoast. 

Peaeeful interactions between the Thule and disappeared in competition for 

hunting in animals by the 

Archeologists found a skirmish at one which prompted the Norse to break 

out of their h~t+IA _..."''' (-",r! from the Thule. 

Restrictions on 

shipping "'...., .. O"I<>n crown to ship trade goods, except 

to the Eastern Settlement, whieh used the profit to support an extensive ecclesiastical 

building program, at odds with values. The Roman Catholie Chureh wanted the 

farmland ownershio of privately-built The Norse paid last of 

with no priests, no sacraments, and no desire to 

support a system that gave more than they got, and left. 
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Leaving Greenland meant the third move by from civilization to 

a western new world Norway for Ieeland, 

fleeing the violence 

ships to Greenland, 


Iceland. Finally, 


thenew never to return 


orbe rapidly a 

:)i;UUUl:) route across 

not 

Island, and inland to the High Arctic, 

I.."rn",rl to behave themsel to 

werea region. 

In summary probably world according to note 

1342 

11l;)LUllIoJW sense thn~atened both physically 

by the Thule and Norweruan crmvn, 

the en masse new world, probably in 1342. 



63 

APPENDIXA 


Epilogue: Losing and Finding Greenland 


The last official contact with the Greenland settlements was a wedding at Hvals0fjord 

Church in the Eastem Settlement on September 16, 1408, attended by both 

Greenlanders and Ieelanders. While the last recorded ship left Greenland in 1410, the 

Eastem Settlement probably survived untiI the end ofthe 1400s.203 However, 

Norwegian kings had already abandoned the Greenland colonies, with the last royal 

ship (nicknamed the "knarren") sinking in 1369. Norway could not feed itself due to 

bad harvests and climate cooling before the Black Death of 1349 killed about half its 

population. 204 Monastic problems led to the Kalmar Union in 1397 joining Norway, 

Denmark, and Sweden. While Norway slowly lost interest in the colonies due to its 

own problems from climate cooling and the Black Death, Danish monarch dominating 

this union had no interest in Greenland and other Atlantic islands from the start, 

focusing instead on the Baltic region and Germany.205 In 1393 and 1428, pirates 

destroyed Bergen, with a bloodbath ofseamen erasing memory ofthe sailing routes to 

the Greenland colonies. 206 In 1379, the Thule attacked the Eastem Settlement, killing 

18 people, and carrying off two boys into slavery. 207 

203 Poul Norlund, De Gamle Nordbobygde ved Verdens Ende: Skrildringer fra Grr;nlands 
Middelalder [The Old Norse Colonies at the End ofthe World: Storiesfrom Green/and's Middle Ages} 
(K0benhavn: Udvalget for Folkeoplysnings Fremme, 1934), 133. Another source says September 14th. 

204 Nansen, 98-99. Rates varied from one third to two thirds of the population dead, with Bergen 
crushed by "special virulence." 

205 Anthony Tuck, "Some Evidence for Anglo-Scandinavian Relations at the End of the 
Fourteenth Century," Medieval Scandinavia 5, 1972, 75-76. 

206 Ingstad, 99, keep looking for the better reference. 
207 Gad, Gronland, 72 . 
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While many thought to Greenland, help did not amve. Pope Nicolaus V 

bishops nearest to Greenland to help settiers in 1448, dting problems with 

colonists the Eastern 208 A 

State Expedition of 1472-73 skipped a visit to the Norse settlements, helping King 

west. 209 Pope Alexander VI 

optimistically appointed Knudsen as Bishop of at the end of world 

in Greenland. 210 Archbishop Walchkendorff assembled records about Greenland 

his term at Nidaros Cathedral Trondheim (1510-1 and was the to 

L'n~+~~ and Western Settlement on east coast of Greenland, nearest to 

Alfonso V of look for new land to 

211 

nearIn 1 LUi:SU~tUU"'Ul John Davis sailed 

the Western Settlement) as the VU1\"li:1I European visit in 

<:':"t'lPrrrlpn or hirn, as 

on an 1 212 ofsending a 

ship 1 but ended up in a war with IV sent 

a to West in 1605-07, without llllUl,UO 

settlements 213 

De Gamle Nordbobygde, 135. 
LlIlUej~aa:ra 33. The island lacked and oil, and lived on dried fish and milk 

\>;ith sealskin v,tjth a cross on top, these 
were 

Ibe Northwest 
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The Western Settlement remained 1721 rruSSlOnary 

founded UUUUli::W.V HVIJ'lUJ;:.to 

and bring them saw the Westem 

at had 

VUlIWH1o\. but an~wered that the Norwegians didit 

about saODomted about 

215 never UIH•.IlH1o\ in 

Enevold Paars, tried 

U\wV<J,"U.UHJ to an over JlS1IDIlll111:aGllilen to find the 

on the east mast. 216 

to the eastem eoast of 

von ERRers lVU.II.<;;U that the 

Settlement was at west mast 217 W. A. Graah dug up the 

bY ....1<."" .... "'J. the west eoast Ioeation of 

East lHlUU11o\ live from the eolorues 

finally died. 

145-46. was successful as a lUl.sSlon,uy 

in Greenland and their descendants 
COlpenh.ag;en: G. E. Gads 

Nordhohwde. 145-46. Paars left from the bottom of the Ameralikflord 
within 

http:HVIJ'lUJ;:.to
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APPENDIXB 

Pietures from Sandnes Farm, Western Settlement 

Figure 14: Sandnes Farm from boat, August 20,201 1 

Figure 15: Frorn beach, looking back up fjord 
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Best cari bou hunting in Greenland is in mountains behind Western Settlement. Many 
hunters have abandoned horns here and at the beach. Excavation junk is in fo regro und. 
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Figure 19: Across fjord, Austmannadal to left 

The grass was tall , waving in the wind. It was a beautiful peaceful setting, with mild 
weather on August 20, 2011. Norse used cairns for directional markers and for hunting. 
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to 1700. 

G. "A J. ... ..,~u~ " 
3 (March 

and 

of :stelansson National 
13 (Dec. 1912): 1224~1 

by Joan 

world 's outer hnrdpr 
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