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To FatherS. 


ff/itbotlt Ll/'ho.re Help alld DelJotioll 


Tbis StO~)1 Migbl ,jVever Have Been ToM 


Then tbeLord replied /0 Job Oll! oitbe tempeJt al1d Jaid: 

If/bo is Ibis Ivbo drlt"ken.r cotlflJel, 


Speakillg Ivithout kllowledge? 

Where wereYOlllllben I laid the em1b 'sjiJltndatiolZJ? 


H arey ou JlJt'IJryed Ihe e:x.pallses 0/ the eattb? 

-- Job 38: 1-2, 18 
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Dewtzoll 

out ~/tbe tempeJt alld Jmd: 
iJ thi.1w/!o da,-kcm t Olllhel, 

eakil1g wilbolft knowledge? 
aid the earth sfoulldatiollJ? 
d Ibe expaflJ'eJ if the eat1h? 

-- Job 38:1 -2,18 

1 I elVJ and IndianJ 

THE Decalogue Stone outside Los Lunas, N ew Mexico, is a 

sight seen by fe\\' people. Its very location is something of a 

state secret. You need a twent:y-fjye-dollar access permit from 

the public land office to go to it, only officials are \'ery clear. 

They cannot, and will not, give you directions. I would never 

have found this Phoenician Hebrew \'ersion of the Ten 

Commandments had it not been for a local chueta (crypto­

Jewish parish priest). In an age when Muslim and Jewish 

monuments worldwide are being desecrated, bis name will 

remain as dosely guarded as the stone's whereabouts. Suffice 

it to say that the Decalogue Stone rests in a bidden cleft amid 

the dry, juniper-studded hills south of Albuquerque, near the 

edge of the Isleta Pueblo Indian Reservation. 

I t was Professor Robert Pfeiffer of Harvard 

University who first translated the Decalogue Stone, in 1949. 

He identified it as a short version of the Ten Commandments 

as gi\"en in Exodus 20 and noted that the style of Hebrew 

letters on it was in use from about 1000 B.C.E. This dating 

would place it in the age of Solomon, builder of the First 

Temple in Jerusalem. It became the main focus of the 
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E pigraphic Socie t:y's meeting in 1984, after a fuil accou11t 

appeared by P rofessor Joseph N avey of the H eb rew 

Cniversity of Jerusalem and his team.! Barry Feil reported 

later on the punctuation in the inScrip ti0l1.2 T heories have 

continued to spring up about how an archaie H ebrew tex t of 

the T en Commandtuents could ha\'e been incised in expert, 

ancient capitals in the face of a multi-ton boulder of volcanic 

basalt, one of the hardest min erals on earth. T he)' range from 

a mad professor's joke, to a marooned P hoenician, to a troop 

of boy scouts, to you-name-it. Few seemed to want to believe 

it can exist, but there i.t 'vvas before mr yery eyes (Fig. 1). 

It says, " I tim Jebov('lb tl?JI God Ivbo hatb laken thec out oft/Je 

lal/d of Eg)'pt, fro!J1 tbe holtse 0/ J/aveJ. There lllllst be 110 otber godr 

bifore ?Ja' fa<e. ThON J1JNoft not make {l/!Y idol. ThON !Jm.ij not take !be 

flame ofJebovab in vain. Remember tbe Sabbatb dqJ alld keep it bOD" 

HOllor t0' fatber and tf~y lIlother so tbat liD' dqys may oe 10llg in the 

land that JebOlJab t01 God ba.r gi/Jen /0 fbce. Tbr!1l must tlot fJJI(rde1: 

Tbou mus! not to11lmit adulteI]. Tholl fm(J·t 110t J/eal. ThON mmt not 

give a jalse Witl1CJJ agailtJ'l t1!J Ileighbo/: ThON musl not dejire the wiß 0/ 

tly neigbhor /lor Cl/rything tbat i.r bis. 

T he inscription is marked with an unusual t1:ee 

growing from beneath the boulder. This has senated pea­

green curled opposite pinnate leaves, t\visted smooth gray 

1 ESO P " 0 1. 10, part 1 (1982). 
2 ESOP vol. 13 (1985), pp. 35-41. 
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account 

the H ebrew 

F eU reported 

2 Throries have 

incised in expelt, 

boulder of volcanic 

They range from 

IV'-lU\.!<!l.1. to a troop 

to want ro believe 

e.-es ( ig. 1). 

!Je 110 olhe,. godJ 

nll/JI not take the 

Hol desire the wife of 

an unusual tre 

has serrated pea­

smooth gray 

roots and stern, and a weeping ungainly shape, dosest in my 

opinion to a honey locust. f.,ify source could tell me litde 

about it except it was unique, with beautiful gold n foliage in 

autumn. fter doing some research, I believe it a rare False 

.\cacia (R Pmtd-Acada 10rtttoJa). Since the prized garden plant 

was ftrst introduced into • Torth ~-\merica in 1640, this tet7JJimtJ 

ante qttem 11011 seemed to lend credence to the explanation that 

it was Spanish crypto-Jews who carved the stone it ~ hades. 

Perhaps I should have said "guards." Se\-eral species of 

acacias contain cyanide and can cause sudden death. Others 

are the source of gum L\rabic and medicinal balms. 

Ever since the Spanish set foo t on N ew Mexican soil 

m 1590, the Land of Enchantment has been a "Promised 

Land" for Jews. An estimated fort1' percent of the colonists 

immigrating from Spain to the Jew World were noted in 

records to be of Sephardic ]ewish ancestry. In the nineteenth 

century, New Mexico became a haven for German Jews. 

l! nfortunately, this whole chapter in the bistory of the 

Southwest has been handled in a step-motherly fashion. 

ere is no single comprehensive source boo k on its crypto­

lews, only scattered treatments. i'vlost of the information 

about Jews in New Mexico has been disseminated through 

radio programs and newspaper accounts . Stanley Hordes, 

\\rho stumbled onto the secret of crypto-Jews when he was 

appointed I \V ~'Iexico State Historian, wrote a clissertation 

on them and later published a timid monograph on the 

11 
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subject.1 A bolder and better book is Richard G . San tos, Silent 

Helitage. The Sephardim and the Colonizatioll ~f tbe Spat/üh 1\~0I1h 

Anmicall Frol1tier 1492-1600 (New Sepharad Press). 

urthenuore, a good overview of the state's Jewish 

experience can be found in H eru:y Tobias's .. /1 History 0/ tbe 

lews ill l\ 'euJ l'1exico ce niversity of N ew l\Iexlco Press) . Yet few 

of the publications pursue the thread of crypto~Judaism back 

beyond the mid~seventeenth century. F or the whole story we 

are dependent on rare witnesses willing to talk, like our ch,/e/a. 

O n his father's side he is descended from genizaro l\Janucl De 

La Mora fr0111 Belen, while his mother's matrilineal line goes 

back to a Pueblo Indian \Vornan. Moreover, as proven by 

DNA he is a Sephardie Cohen, traditionally claimed to 

descend from Aaron, the b.rother of ;'\'Ioses. So, like lon-­

Hillerman's heroine in S k imvalken, the priest's ancestry is 

] ewish and N ative American.4 

.1 Stanley Hordes, Tbc G)pto-jewiJb CommlJllilj u/1Y cJIJ Spaifl, 1620­
1649: . ./1. Colledit'e Biograpb), Ph.D. D issertation, Tulane LJ uiversity, 
N ew Orleans. 1980. In December 2001, the ./1lkllltic ,VIOllthb' 
magazine publishe.d a ho stile attack, "]vlistaken Identity? The Case 
of N ew l\'Iexico's H idden Jews," by Debbie N athan and Barbara 
Ferry. 

4S anta Fe D NA ProJect, available online at http:/ / \vww. 
familytreedna.com/public/NuevoMexico/. The Cohen Modal 
Haplotype was studied by t-.1lichael F. Hammer, K ar! Skorccki, and 
their colleagues in a January 2, 1997 paper in J\-alure, volume 385, 
entided "Y Chromosomes ofJewish Pries ts. " This launched an 

12 
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It seems Jewish Indians are an old joke. The Austrian 

writer Else Lasker-Schüler styled herself an American Indian, 

and Franz Kafka died proclaiming he wished he had been a 

'Red Indian." The metaphor reaches back to a Yiddish 

playlet, TJ1Jühtl IlldiaJleJ~ an 1895 entertainment translated as 

"Among the Indians, or dle Country Peddler." Fannl' Brice's 

claim to fame was the song "I'm an Indian," and 

eomedians E ddie Cantor, Woody Allen and IIe! Brooks 
smilked the same gag. Today, ;vrarx T oys makes an 

aecessorized senes of "Cherokee Chief Black Hau The 

Movable Indian," described as looking "ve :y much like the 

actor E d Ames (Mingo of Danie! Boone show)," the Jewish­

American entertainer (who is of Russian Askenazi parentage). 

. -tW Spaill, 1620­
~ulane Lniversity, 

ntit Honthb' 
dentir\) The Case 

.han and Barbara 

dal 
::koreeki, and 
\'olume 385, 

!aunched an 

entire industry of eommereial DNA fingerprinting. See also Karl 
Skoreeki, David Goldste.in, et al. in l\:attlre, volume 394, "Origins of 
Old T estament Priests," as weIl as the faseinating proof that the 
Lemba tribe of South Afriea earried the same]ewish DNA in 

mericaJl jOllmal oj HJfJJ1all Genetic'J, volume 66. The priestly seet 
Cohanim (singular Cohen) were all members of the Tribe of Levi. 
:\aron was anointed as the first High Priest (Cohen Gadol). From 
DNA anal 'ses, it appears that 1 ew rvIexieo's Sephardie Cohanim 
are eloser to the original Palestinian type than their Ashkenazie 
COUS111S. 

S See Lilian Friedberg, "Dare to Compare: Amerieanizing the 
Holocaust," Ametimn IlldialtQ llarterlJ124/ 3 (2000) 353-380. 
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Fig. 1. D ecalogue Stone and its guardian acacia tree. 

My o\,,,n family tradition handed down that one of my 

ancestors was both an Indian chief and member of a 11lü!yal1 

in D aniel Boone's Kentuch,-y. Wcre there any securely 

documented Jewish Indian chiefs? J immediately googled, 

14 
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tlian acacia ttee. 

i\'n that one of my 

~mber of a mittyafl 

ere all\' securely 

lediatelv googled, 

"\\1ho is the most famous Jewish Indian?" The answer: 

1 orman Greenbaum, Sixties musician and creator of the one­

hit wonder "Spirit in the Sky." That sent me on a rough-and­

tumble sabbatical through the obscurities of crypto-Judaism, 

Indian mascots, the theory of the Indians' descent from the 

lost tribes of Israel, Frecmasonry, the Spanish Inquisition, the 

Watauga Settlements in T ennessee, and the historv of the 

Confederacv. 

The .\merican Jewish Historical Societ) had one 

candida te that answered the descriptiou. Don Solomono 

Bibo, Jewish Indian Cbief, was born in Prussia in 1853. His 

brothers preceded him west, and they all settled in New 

Mexico in 1866. The Bibo brothers worked for the 

piegelberg family of pioneer merchants . Eventually they set 

up a trading post to exchange goods _vith the Navajos, and 

Solomon joined them from Germany at the age of sixteen, in 

1869. He soon became governor of Acoma pueblo. In 1885, 

he married Juana Valle, the granddaughter of his predecessor, 

\\'ho converted to J udaism. Their clUldren were sent to 

Hebrew school in San Francisco. "Solomon Bibo, governor 

of the Acomas, America's only known Jewish Indian chief, is 

buried with bis Indian princess in the ]ewish cemetery m 

Coima, California." 

In I ovember of 1999, tlle I -ew i\Iexico J ewish 

Historical Societ)T dedicated its 12th annual conference to "the 

Jewish pioneers of the Territory of New Mexico and the 

15 
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Pueblo Indians with whom they beeame so elose." The 

keynote speaker was Me! ~1arks, author of the 1995 book Jeu)J 

amollt, the Indians. A pieture of Jake Gold, "among the fust 

Jews to settle in Santa Fe, with unidentified Pueblo Indian 

woman and baby" deeorated the program, and eonferenee 

goers eould \'iew the first publie displav o f Solomon Bibo', 

revolver. 

I feIt better about my heritage when r read about 

Indian J ews in an arcicle on Crypto-J udaism on the Internet. 

Many Portuguese and Spanish J ews, despite the laws against 

lews emigrating to the Ne\v W orld, fled to Latin Ameriea, 

hoping to eseape the long arm of the lnquisition. 

Unfortunately, the Inquisition followed elose behind. There 

were auto-da-fe's and attests in Mexieo Citr and Antioquia in 

Colombia weIl into the eightecnth eentury. The grisly 

machinerv of thc Holv O ffice was no t shut down until the 

1820s. 

Some of the "seeret Jews" joined themseh-es to 

another perseeuted group: the indigcnous people who 

were the majority population at tilat time in Latin 

A.meriea, the "Indians." They intemlarried \vith them, 

fomu ng what is now ealled "NleJtizo jev.JJ." The most 

well-known group of "JvleJtizo j ewl' is in Veota Ptieta 

in eastern 1 Iexieo. Tbey look like Ameriean Indians, 

but have "reconverted" openl)' to Judaism. 

16 
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Cnfortunately they have for the most part received 

much rejection by the ethnicaily 'pure" Jews of 

Mexico City. A notable exception was Rabbi Samuel 

Leer [Lerer], a Conservauve Rabbi who arri,-ed in 

Mexico City in 1968, and became their spiritual 

advisor. He performs marriage ceremonies for them 

once they fonuaily convert to Judaism, and helps their 

sons through the Bar Mitzvah process. He performs 

the com-ersions lhe said], "not because they need to 

but in order not to antagonize the other rabbis here 

... . " Every couple married sillce 1968 as weil as the 

dUldren born to these couptes are now incontestably 

]ewish.6 

T hc big question was how long]ews had been among 

the Indians. Frorn my own understanding, after talking \Vith 

(, Rick Aharoo Chaimberl.ia, "Crypto-Judaism in America," oaline 
article from Petah Tikvah (Door oJHope) 16/ 2, available online 0\'. 

17,2001 , at http:/ hvww.nashuanh.com/bmy/Crypto.htm (since 
rerno -ed) . \VIe confIrmed this story with Rabbi Lerer personally 
when he gave the ke 'note address at the annual conference of the 
Sociery for Crypto-Judaic Studies in San Antonio, Texas, Aug. 3, 
2003. Rabbi Lerer was ordained by Chief Rabbi Ha-Cohen Cook. 
He u ed to tell converts, ' 'You are Jews, crypto-J e\\iS, but now I'm 
going to open you up!" Even though many of these were returning 
to Judaism after a lapse of 500 years , Rabbi Lerer considered their 
conversion "symbolic." The congregation in Puebla, Mexico, was 
named Beth Smuel after him. 

17 
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American Indian elders m'er tbe years, was: eirer since there 

ha ve been Jews. 

merican Indian cultural anthropology has gone 

through an exciting period in the past fifteen years. Beginning 

with G reenberg's 1987 work on language and extending 

through Cavalli-Sfo.rza's His/oD' alld Geograp0' rif J-iumon Genes, 

many of om notions about this "one percent of tbe 

population that accounts for 50 percent of the counu-y's 

diversity!" have been challenged and reformulated. In an 

article on human lymphocyte antigens, G utbrie sums up and 

significantly adds to tbe grmving consensus about the 

peopling of tllC Americas. A tentative cbronological outline 

lists no fewer than 28 discrete migration events from 40,000 

B.C.E. onwards, all substantiated by med.ical research, gene 

t:yping, and anthropologicalliterature.8 

ne unpleasant th orn in the flesb of dogmatic 

geneticists in tbe last decade has been Haplogroup X. This 

mopean mitochondrial gene type occurring in American 

lndian populations has a fas cinating story. It was reported 

iH. L. Hodgkinson, J H. Outtz & r\JvI. Obarakpor (1990) The 
Demographii's qf American Indial1S: Ollepercent oIlbe peopk' Ptft) percent 
q(the Dit~r.rity. Report prepared für the Institute fo r Edueational 
Leadership, lne. and Center for D emographie Polie)'. \\Iashingron, 
D. C.: U.S. Government Printing Office. 
S James L. G uthrie, "Human Lymphoeyte J-\ncigens: Apparent 
Afro-A siatic, Southern .-\sian, and European HLAS in Indigenous 
Ameriean Populations," Pre-Col./Jmbicma 2/ 2-3 (2001) 90-163. 

18 

nly seyen 

Natlve 

that travele: 

Stanford p, 

mysterious 1 

be circump( 

la or prc 

meant1n1e, 

vear-old skt 

resembling 

This inteus~ 

110w and 

Kennewiek 

9 Ivücbael C 
Aneient Lir 
Americall J0, 

\0 See Davi( 
and the Ball 



pology has gone 

en years . Begin ning 

ge and e. tending 

e percent of the 

t of the country's 

Iformulated. In an 

thrie sums up and 

ensus abollt the 

onological outline 

, eIlts from 40,000 

kaI rese lrch , gene 

esh of dogmatic 

Itplogroup ./. This 

triog in Am erican 

'. lt \vas reported 

por (1990) H e 
praple: F!Jt.)' percent 
rar Educational 

Lo s Lunas Decalogue S(one 

only seven years ago.') Its addition to the four orthodox 

ative American lineages inspired the hunt for more "minor" 

fOlmding mothers. What \vas most controversial about it was 

the suggestion that it might be an ancient link between 

Europe and N orth .t\merica, representing a founding lineage 

that traveled across the Atlantic Ocean (as, for instance, 

Stanford proposed in 1997). Perhaps it explained the 

mysterious Red E arth People of ca. 5,000 B.C.E, presumed to 

be circumpolar. Simultaneously, the race was on to find X in 

Asia or prm-e it was the result of recent admixture. In the 

meantime, Kennewiek rvfan was uneartlled, an 8,000-plus­

year-old skeleton declared to be Caucasoid, and recognized as 

resembling modern Europeans more than Native Americans. 

Trus intensifIed the debate on who are N ative Americans, and 

how and when people first came to the Americas. The 

Kennewiek keleton has been in and out of court ever since. IO 

olic\-. \\ 'ashington, 

ns: Apparent 
\. 111 Indigenous 

1) 90-163. 

9 Michael D. Brown et al (1998) "mtDNA Haplogroup X: An 

.-\.ncient Link between Europej\'I/estern Asia and North merica?" 

A merirOIl ] oUllza! if H umall Ge/Ieticr 63 j 6: 1852-1861. 

10 See David Hurst Thomas, Skul! Wars: Kenne'l'ick Man. Archaeology, 

and the Battle f or Native American ldentity (Basic, 2001). 
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2 Introducing tbe Phoenicians 


"The facts pouring in from every side bring us to 

the . .. general conclusion that ancient American civilization 

was stimulated bv transoceanic contacts from the east and 

west; among them contacts \vith the i\1ecliterranean were 

especially creative. Th is is, for example, also borne out by the 

cliscovery of Alexander von W uthenau-Hohenthurm that 

before 300 .-\.D. no Amencan Indian types are depicted in the 

tens of thousands of sculp tured ceramic figurines from 

Mesoamerica, but only Far E as tern, A frican Negro, and 

various 1'vlediterranean types-especially Semites." ll The 

author of tbis surprising verdict was Cyrus H. G ordon, and 

rus words came in the afterm ath of an archeological 

bombshe1l called the !\1etcalf Stone. G ordon was pro fessor of 

11 Alexander Von \\!urhenau was an art historian and Professor of 
Art at the C aiversity of the Americas in l\-1exico City. Although he 
argued tbat tbe ancient and earl)' Americas were [illed with an 
international m elange of peoples from Afnca, Asia and E urope 
(Unexpected Facu in.Allelen! A merica, 1975), he specifically identified a 
group of carved heads as "Moorish-looking." Found in IvIexico, 
such heads are dated between 300 - 900 c.E. and ano ther group 
bet\veen 900 -1500 C.E. One such arti fact of the fom1er period 
von \Xiuthenau describes as "an o ld man 'with hat. " 
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Setnitic studies at Brandeis University and an expert on 

Hebrew, Phoenician, Aramaie, and Cgaritic. The i\{etcalf 

Stone was a small flat piece of sandstone turned up by a 

Georgia man hunting for suitable materials to construct a 

backyard barbecue pit in 1966. Most scholars today 

acknm: ledge that the writing on it is Minoan, executed by the 

same ancient mariners who built the palace at Knos o~ on 

Crete in the second millennium B.C. As Gordon wrote, 

" fter studying the inscription, it was apparent to me that the 

affmities of the script were with the Aegean syUabary, whose 

tvlO best known forms are rvIinoan Linear ,and i'vlycenaean 

Linear B. The double-axe in the lower left corner is of course 

reminiscent of Minoan Ci\Tilization. The single vertical lines 

remind us of the vertical lines standing each for the numeral 

'1' in the Aegean syllaba1:)r; while the little circles stand for 

'100.' " 

In 1994, epigrapher Gloria Farley published the 

results of nearly fifty years of fieldwork in and around her 

natiye state of Oklahoma. The massive book was titled In 

Plaill Sigbt; a second volume was anticipated at the time of 

Ws writing (2005). "E vidence of Old World visitors to the 

coast of the Gulf of Mexico does seern to have been 

discovered," began Fadey, quietly. In addition to the 'Ietcalf 

Stone, she mentioned four other artifacts. \Ve list them 

because they are all releyant to our story. 
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Fig. 2. These pre-Columbian painted marble statues, 

found along the Etowah River in Cartersville, Georgia, 

hardly correspond to one's mental image of ancient 

Native Americans. The bony, elongated oval faces, targe 

noses, and thick lips point rather to a Semitic type. The 

female figure (right) is detailed with a cloth head 

covering, belt, and skirt. Both originally würe copper 

gorgets (removed by grave looters). Etowah 111 dian 

Mounds S tate Historie Site. 

I\Iuch like the disco\'erer of the Metcalf Stone, Minna 

Arenowich was working in her flo\verbed on Cedar Street in 

Colurnbus, G eorgia, when she dug up a bronze Roman coin. 

Ir bore the image of _Antoninus Pius (emperor 135-161 CE.) . 

In 1963, Mrs. Joe H earn of LaGrange \vas also digging in her 
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yard when she unearthed a small lead tablet with strange 

symbols. These were e,'entually identified as cuneiform, a 

scnpt frorn anci nt Surn r (modern Traq) and dat d {rom 

about 2040 B.C. E. "According to the ttan~lation, the scribe 

EnWa, who knew that it was the twenty-seventh or twenty­

eighth year of the reign of Shulgi, bsted a gift of sheep and 

goats to the sun-god Utu and the goddess Lamma-Lugal of 

Sumer" (p. 11) . }\ coin found in Phenix City by a small boy in 

1957 was " pro bably m.intcd in the Carthaginian colony in 

Iberia." The boy took it to a local grocery store where he 

traded it for fifteen cents worth of candy. It can be compared 

with a bronze coin owned by the author recovered from the 

soil of South Carolina and dated to around 146 B.C.E ., the 

year of the destruction of Carthage by the Romans (cf. p. 277, 

Eg. 3). The fourth object was a fout-foot-tall stone standing 

on the banks of the Chattahoochee in Carroll County incised 

with an image initially dubbed "the Indian princess," but later 

identified as a Celtic goddess surrounded by North African 

TifU1ag script (p. 10). It is now in the collection of the 

Institute for thc Study of American Cultures (ISAC) at 

Columbus State 15niversity. 

cheologists often dismiss such tillds beca use they 

did not come to light in the progress of an official excavation 

of a known site. Who is to say that someone did not plant the 

Roman coin in "Minna Arenowich's garden? The same 
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Fig. 3. Carthaginian coin 

shows goddess Taruth on thc 

obyerse surrounded b" 

dolphins (much crimped) 

and a horse and palm tree on 

the obn~xse, Puruc emblems. 

of state. 

objection, however, cannot be raised with the Bat Creek 

Stone. It was cxhumed in a tomb containing the skeletons of 

an E ast T eunessee chief and eight retainers by the 

Smithsonian's own William E nunert in 1889. Bat Creek is a 

tributary of the Little T ennessee River in the heart of 

Cherokee country about rhirty miles southwest of Knoxville. 

Cyrus Thomas, head of the Smithsonian's mound survey, 

thought the epigraph)' an example of histoncal-era Chew kee 

writing and published it in 1894--upside down. I.:! T he stone 

was then tossed in a back w om of the Smithsoruan and 

largely forgotten until Cyrus G Ol·doo. He i dentified the letten 

inscribed on it as Paleo-Hebrew in square capitals diagnostic 

12 "Mound Explorations," in TUJe!ftb ./1f!lJltai Rep011 qf 'h~ Blmal( q( 
E thllOlo,g) , 10 the S ecretaT)' oJthe SmithJollian ] /lJitutiOtl, 1890· 
9 1 (W'ashington: Government Printing O ffice , 1894), pp. 391 -4. 
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of the seeond century CE., reacling (from right to left): 'nl1 

, lj? RQ L'YHWD, "a comet/ roq/ phoenL"X forJudea." 13 It is 

now on indefinite loan from the National r fuseum of Natural 

History to the IcClung l\IIuseum of the Uni,-ersit:y of 

Tennessee (catalog ntill1ber 134902; Fig. 4). 

Fig. 4. The Bat 1 \. " ~. 

Creek Inscription. 

McClung lvIuseum, 
-'1 
. 

'>5 J'?/ L" 
f 

I / .(, 

Knoxville. 

,\ firestorm broke out to pro"e Gordon wrong. In an 

effort not ladung in elements of anti-Semitisrn. the forces of 

aeademia were earefullv marshaled to show that the Bat Creek 
J 

Stone was a fake. After se,-eral decades, skeptics seem to luve 

had the last word. 

O r han they? The definitive expose appearing in the 

venerable journal A JJ7e1icall Alltiqtfiry in Oetober of 2004 has 

not been answered (lYfainfort and Kwas). In oue reply, still 

under preparation, a professor at Ohio State C niversity seerns 

to have sllccessflllly clisposed of its arguments (1'lcCulloch). 

Rejecting comparison of the stone's Hebrew to a t\Iasonic 

treatise of 1870 - on which, more anon - McCulloch 

reminded archeologists that a radioearbon test performed on 

ftice, 1894), pp. 391-4, 
I3 See Gordon 1971 , pp, 136-7 , _\ppendix, 
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wooden ear spool fragments found with the skull of the 

individual buried with the stone yielded a secure date 

"significantly pre-Norse, not to mention pre-Columbian 

consistent with Gordon's fust or second centurv .D . 

paleographic dating of the text. " He observed that the Bat 

Creek inscription contained peculiar letter fonns and 

punctuation unknown to casual students of Hebrew in 

nineteenth centur)' .A.m erica, but evident in mall)' o ther 

examples of ancient Square Paleo-Hebrew. "T he fact that 

Cyrus Thomas, the Smithsonian's chief debunker of allegedly 

Old Wodd inscriptions, did not see trus glaring similatity, 

demonstrates, if nothing else, that he was incompetent for 

this task." Thus, the Bat Creek Stone appears to have been 

reinstated as a Jewisb icon. 1ts authen ticitv has been 

confirmed. 

The stone's refereoce to Jewish heta Bar Kokhba also 

appears to be vindicated, a connection fust made by Gordon. 

In JiÜt, it lay directly beoeath the skull of the dignitary whose 

tomb the Smithsonian was excavating. "Comet for tl1e J ews" 

was the slogan of a large-scale re\'olt against Rome 132-135 

.E. , This last oationalistic insurgency of Israel before the 

Z ionist rnovement of the twentieth century was led by Simon 

Bar K okhba, whose name meant "San of the Star." 

Coins struck during Bar Kokhba's regime have bcen 

extracted in Kentucky - Louisville 1932, Clay City 

26 

1952, H 

Missouri 

lower 

''Year 

Thus, the connecl 

finds dating from 

179). And in 181 

archaie version 

bcneath a pile 

elucidated this a 

m arker). 

How did 

According to a 0 

o f ilie Jews, aftcl 

the sea to aland 

settled in was EI 

West (fhomps( 

"devastating dd 

in 135, the lews 

for faraway pb< 

were living or w 

considered Bar J 

Bar Kokhba pa 



'ogue Sc one 

und with the skull of the 

ne yieIded a Steure date 

ention pre- 'olumbian . . . 

or secand cen tury A.D. 

He observed that the Bat 

culiar letter fanns and 

students of H ebre",r in 

t e,-ident in manT other 

o-Hebrcw. "The fact that 

hief debunker of allegedly 

: ee this glaring similarity, 

t he was incompet nt for 

one appears to ha e been 

s authenticity has been 

rish hero Bar I khba also 

'on fit t made by G ardon. 

tull of the dignitar;- whose 

hlg. " omet for the J e\ s" 

Ir against Rome 132-135 

mcy of Israel b fore the 

,century was led b} Simon 

n oE the Star." 

-hba 's regime have been 


uisYille 1932, Clay City 


Los Lunas Decalogue Stone 

19") H opkin ille 1967-and 111::l_, sv southeastern 

Missouri from the St. Francis, a tributary of the 

l\1ississippi, 1922. . . They read in H ebrew Simeon 

lower right around to lower left on the obverse and 

"Year Two [133 A.D.] of the Deliverance of Israel" 

on the re,-erse (Covey 1993 p. 76). 

l1ms, the connection with Bar Kokhba is supported by coin 

finds dating from the period of his rebellion (Thompson p. 

179) . .J. nd in 1860, a tablet inscribed in Hebrew with an 

archaie ,-ersion of the Ten Commandments was found 

beneath a pile of stones near Newark, Ohio. Gordon 

elucidated this as a mezuzah Oewish boundary or home 

marker). 

How did Bar Kokhba and his men get to Tennessee? 

_ ccording to a continuator of Josephus, the ancient historian 

of the Jews, after thcir suppression "the Hebrews fled across 

the sea to aland unknown to them before." The coumry they 

settled in was Epeiros Occidentalis, tlle extreme limit of the 

West (Thompson p. 179). We also read that after the 

, devastating defeat of the Second Revolt under Bar Kokhba 

in 135, the J e\Vs virtually abandoned J udea .... Others left 

for faraway places in the Diaspora where they knew Jews 

were living or welcome" (Biale p. 162, 165). Some rabbis had 

considered Bar Kokhba to be the Messiah (p. 164). Could the 

Bar Kokhba party have known they would be well received 
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by the Cherokees, and is that \vby the)' went into exile where 

the)' did? Was thete perhaps, as ~lelungeons la ter claimed, an 

Iberian Punic colonv in N orth America? 

l\Ielungeons are a people who have been dwelling in 

the Appalachian Mountains of the southeastem United States 

for at least 400 years. The word could mean "cursed by 

God" in Arabic. Theu origins have been the subject of 

intense speculation for at least ihree centuries, with theories 

ranging from shipwrecked Portuguese to ancient 

Canhaginians. 14 Typically, they are described as having dark 

skin, black 01' dark-brown straight hau , brown 01' blue eyes 

and European features. A popular culture book \vritten by a 

self-identifying Melungeon (K.ennecly 1997) renewed interest 

in investigation of the group's origin s and stimulated an 

abundance of scholarly research. "\ detailed biogenetics stud) 

undertaken by Professor E lizabeth Hirschman of Rutgers 

University supponed what Kennedy had eatlier proposed: 

Tbe Melungeons were, in part, a Sephardic Jewish and 

Moorish community that began as early as 1540 wiih the Soto 

14 Melungeons are sometimes also referred to as Black D utch. T he 
term Melungeoo is also used in Brazilian history to refer to 
settlements by Portuguese Jews and l\Ioorish adventurers among 
.lc\merindians of the \'(!ild Coast: the great bulk of Brazil' s African 

laves came from A ngola and were J\Talungin-speaking (a 
outl1\Ves t African language). 

o f E phesus. I g 
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Expedition in what became the southeastern United States. 

Ihe composition of this community )SIew over the 

intervening centuries with incoming Sephardic Jews and 

i'doors who found refuge in such \Vay stations as the Low 

Countries, Germany, France, Italy, Greece, and E ngland after 

fleeing the Iberian Peninsula due to religious persecution. 

Let us turn now from the Southeast to the Southwest 

to weigh additional evidence for Semites among the Indians. 

Bandelier N ational Tvionument lies twel\re miles southeast of 

Los Ahmos, birthplace of the atomic bomb, where Ph.D.s 

outnumber cowboys and Indians. \\fhen my wife and I 

mmred from Georgia to New IvIexico, we made a beeline to 

this famous Native American site. It is believed to be about a 

thousand years old. The road takes you through forests \Vith 

elk herds and lüde sign of human habitation. Suddenly, you 

descend into a dry canyon with interesting huge cliffs of 

pockmatked tuff. We soon stood at the entrance to a shallow 

catacomb o\'erhanging the exposed kiva and maze of 

interconnecting raoms of the stone and adobe village. There 

at its enttance was unmistakable proof that the anClent 

inhabitants had Wtltillg. Before us was a textbook case of 

Hinged Ogam (Fig. 7). 

The general impression gwen b,' Bandelier is of a 

Gr ek or Roman or Tunisian site minus the temples and 

government buildings. The array of storerooms reminded me 

of Ephesus. I questioned one of the Park SenTice rangers 
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about the stonework. How did the pe.ople who lived hete hew 

and dress all those blocks of sands tone, slate, and even 

granite? With obsidian knives, he explained. H e pointed our 

party up the path to what he called Q uetzalcoatl's Cave. 

According to anthropologists, Quetzalcoatl ("Feathered 

Serpent") was a mythic figure, a god associated with the wind 

and air, a prominent part oE much Mesoamerican belief. \X!e 

bad uo idea what a cave consecrated to blm was doing in 

N ew t-dexico, though one of us remembeted that the E nglish 

uovelist D.H. Lawteuee went on a bit about the Feathered 

Serpent wheu he li\~ed in Taos. 

H owever old it was, tens of thousands of drcssed 

stones were requi:t:ed to build Bandelier, and hundreds, if not 

thousands, oE metal tools. Obsidian shattets on stone. N ot 

can you use srone to chop stone: an archeological 

experiment attem p ting to do this produced an 80% 

degradation of tools within a fcw hours (Thompson 1994 p. 

148). The first stone-cutting tools were discO\~ered in the 

ancicllt I\!Iediterranean world, and they were m ade out of 

copper. Lebanon was one of thc firs t loeations it was 

quarried, followed by tbe island of CYPnIS, whose name 

means "plaee of copper." As ,-eins wete cruseled bare, its 

. coverers, the P hoenicians, moyed on to Sicily, Sardinia, the 

Baleauc Islands, and the Iberian peninsula. Z inc, a necessary 

alloy to create the strength of fOIged bronze, came from 
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rrunes m Cornwall, along with tin. Bronze was the most 

coveted and essential material of its day. 

As mines eontinued to be depleted, the pharaohs of 

Egypt dispatehed ~Ii.noan, and then Phoenieian, explorers 

across the seas to seareh for new SOUIees. "T he)' found one 

of the world's riehest deposits in North A meriea," aeeording 

to one theory (Thompson 1994 p . 137) . "Phoerueia's seeret 

colonies were loeated along several major nvers, including the 

, t. Lawrenee, the Susquehanna, and the Amazon" (p. 146 ­

to whieh we ean evidently add the Chattahooehee, emptying 

into the Gulf of .:VIexieo, and the Rio Grande of N e\v Mexieo, 

also aeeessible from the same sea routes) . 

One of the world's riehest copper deposits was 

loeated in the Lake Superior region of N orth 

Ameriea. Cnlike the copper ores of the Middle E ast 

whieh required smelting, the deposits in ~vIiehigan and 

Ontario consisted of pure nuggets ealled 'native 

copper. ' Some of tl1C most aeeessible deposits were 

loeated on a brge island ealled 'Isle Royale" in 

northwestern Lake Superior. ... Minoan and Egyptian 

explores notieed lthis] native copper when visiting 

tribes along the E ast Coast in 3000 B.C. ... T he N e\v 

York T esting Laboratory has confirmed that [copper] 

artifaets found in Ameriean m ounds \vere made using 

Old World casting teehnology . . . The shapes of the 
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copper tools found in American archeological sltes 

are idenücal to those o f the ancien t i\Jecliten anean, 

including chiseIs, dagger blades, wedges, hoes, 

scythes, axes and spear points ... . A fter 1000 B.C. .. 

. since iron deposits were more plenüful than copper 

and clid not require aUoying to produce hardened 

metal, the demand for copper rapidly declined" 

lompson, pp. 146-149). 

T he age o f iron had arrived. It, to~, apparently 

reached into North A merica. Cnlike copper, iron oxiclizes 

and \"anishes in the soil, but we have amplc tesümony to the 

fact that it was forged on th is side o f the A danüc. 

Throughout the O hio Valley, corresponding approxim ately to 

the distribution of Hopewell mound sites, are scattered 

thousands of ruined furnaces, foundries, and slag heaps. 

These were exarnined in 1951 by .Atlington Maller)" in a book 

titled RediJcovery of Los! Amen'm.JS 

Phoenicians were at the center of lUuch of this 

acti\~ity . A Semiüc people, thel' were otiginally Canaanite, like 

the Hebrews. The)' are probably the same as the Sea People 

employed by the Egyptians to build such monuments as the 

Temple of Ramses III at M edinet-Habu. They became 

15 See also "Ameriea's IVlysterious Furnaees," website at 
http://www.iwaynet.net/-wde/ . 
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important mercenaries on different sides in thc turmoil that 

overtook the 1 ile empire. Allying themselves with the 

Lydians they coloooed Libya, and in 814 B.C.E founded 

Carthage as their capital. Throughout their long his tory, the 

Phoenicians rnLxed with many o ther nationalities, though tbey 

retained their Puruc language and religion. The latter focused 

on the worship of Tanith, a sea goddess, and Bel (Baal), a 

male supreme being who demanded human aud animal 

sacrifice. "For most of its his tory a clased society jealously 

guarding an Atlantic trade aud colorual monopoly, Carthage 

remained an enigma to Greeks and to less curious Romans" 

(Covey 2004 p. 11 7) . But it need not be a mystery to uso 

Ir seemed we were getting doser to understanding 

wh)' the Los Lunas Decalogue Stone \vas in Phoenician 

Hebrew. 
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