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3 REVI ITING HAPLO ROUPS 

'J ,Ibo wi ll P lic tb e p o licem o? 
- Ju coal, Rorn an Poet 

W'h n I m(wcd ro rh N ( rth aod began m\' adllir profi sional li fe I used to 

tei l nc\V acqllai ntaIlct: 1 '\ as p, rt Indian. T h c invari able resp 0 e was 
frel.J uen cl y, 'Fuony, yo u don't 10 k üke an Indi an.'" hat do Indians 1 k 
like?" I \\'ould ask. 1n the sam e pirit, we are going to see in tb is chapter wh at 
Indian mitochondrial O N Iool-s Iike. 

Soiret, who live ' in Southem joined DNA 
Gon ultants' Cherokee Swdie Project Phase m in ea.rJy 2018. 
Her baplogroup is H1z1. She traces chis line to the sJsrers Emily 
and Paulina/ Perlin a Adkins, daughters ofEliza J ane l~furt;ly 
Adkins (1829-1908) . See Appendix B, llI. On rIght: Great­
Gra:ndmother Alice CaUe Bland as a young woman in 
Oklahoma. 
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T hanks to books li ke rhis one, and a p ro found transformati on in the fi eld 
of genetics, American fncüan types are becomiog recognized as ver)" yaried 
and ex tremely diverse. lt's an exciting time fo r descendants to be ali"e and 
find the tmth. especially about Cherokees and other Southern Indians. 

Our Cherokee ProJect 

Blatk Amerlc.ans 

White Americans 

ether I-Ilspilmc 

Mexlcan Amerlcans 

East.ern US. Tnbes 

o 50 100 150 200 

. A n B C 0 • Totill 

Classic Native American H:lplogroups across U. S. Populations, induding 
Native Tribes. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
slightly 

• 

• 
• 

Ln Phase 1ll 
mi tochondrial 
belicved to be 

Befofe rllming to newl y recngni zed Native American haplogrollp" , 
bowever, let U$ have a look at the di stJ'ihution of hapJogronps in our project 
YCrSllS in federally recognized Indian tribes. Tbe graph shows how " official" 
Native American haplogroups are distributed in the U.S. T he range goes 
from a high in Eastero Tribes like tbe Mo hawk and Cherokee, where they 
represent more than 90l1 

,;' , of all haplogroups reponed, to Americans ar larg 
self-idcnti fying as white , o r Caucasian, where they account for only about 1% 

f haplogroups. 111ese statisrics leave out haplogrollp X. Bur if we equate 
haplotype with heritage-in other \\lords, as a sufficient reason to consider 
tbat individual has Native American ances try aod might " be" Nati ve 

merican, we can infer the following: 

• 	 Eastem North American Indians in tribes recogoiz ed by the U.S. o r 
Canadian governmenrs all belong in their maternal lineage tu A, B, 
C, D or sometimes X and no arher haplogrou p (like H, J, L etc.). 
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• 	 OnI)" Indians in federally recognized tribes are includ cl in these 
IY oetie su rveys . 

• 	 Am' haplog r up not fou nd to b A, B, C, D and om eti mes X is 
rej t by those ill-awing up the sam pie Ce.g, H, J. L, etc.). 

• 	 Only In dians in ireographieal 10 [i ns \ here fed rally recognized 
tribes Ii e are studied. 

• 	 Mexie n Americans have approximately tb e sam e percentages o f 
th se hap logroups and total Indian an e, a ' lndians \ ho li e in 
fe erally recognized tribalI catio ns . 

• 	 O ther I~li panie people (Pu .rto Rieans, Nicaraguan erc.) have 
sli"h tly I S5 Arn erican lndian " admi,turc,' tho Ll h it i ' till the 
maj rity aneestty and is divided into the ame haplogro up 
prop raons. 

• 	 White eomposincr the O"eneral population have al m ost no American 
lndian aneestry by this m ea-u re. 

• 	 Blaek' havc up to twiee as m ueh as whites, tho u h it is ti ll mirumal. 

• 	 In the Cherokee pwjee t ofDN Co nsulta nts (0::: 1 5),onl 8 .6°/" of 
the vo lW1 teec p rove I to ha e ela ie -D ative Ameriean 
hapt gtoupS (1 .7% i f we include th se who had X) . 

In Phase III o f our h erokec DN Project, 56 participant~ tested their 
mitodlündrial haplot 'Pe and submitted a genealogy showing what they 
believed ro be direc t female Chern kee descent. This pha ' e las ted fw m 1\fay 
of 2008 to Jun o f 2 1'. J t follm ed the same p ro to coJ as tbe previou [Wo 
phases, the re ults fo r whieh were pu li' h d 2 14 in herokee 1 1/1 .'1ft/dies: 
Rldl People Il7ho Proved the Gl!lleticists Wro'~g, by D onaJd and eresa Yates . 

The pre ent volum e adds participant res ult. fr; !TI auto:umal t stino". Here 
we cOIn par O Ll t o-caUed an rnalou ' C herokees to wh ite Americans at Iarg 
and two sinülar populations in T nnes~ee and r Jn rrh Ca rolina alongside a 
classic surve)' in Amer'can l ntlian <ren tie studi s by 13 lnick and Smith 
(200~). -6 Our Cherokee results are also comp r d to eIeet haplog ro up 
frequ ncies in E urope, Eg'P the 1vIiddle E ast and East M ditetrnn ao. 

- D, ABlnick and D . G. mith," ne.xpected Patterns üf 1itochondri aJ DNA 
Variation, moog ati , mericans from rhe SOUtlleastCUl .ni tcd tates," /'ulm7mn 
J~{/m(1/ O/PI;Yiiral Afltbmpo/ogy 122/4 (2003), pp. 336-54. 
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Cherokee Project Phase III Results Summarized 

Hg Phase Phase All 

III UI Phases 


n=56 % n=175 

% 

2.3 


B 2 3.6 2.3 

C 3 5.4 2.9 

D 1.1 

H 14 25.0 16.6 

I 1.1 


6 10.7 .7 J 
K 5 8.9 6. 

L 1 1.8 5.7 

N .6 

R 3 5.4 'I. 

T 4 7.1 17. 

U 15 26.8 21.7 

V 1 1.8 1.1 

W 1 1.8 1.7 

X 1 1)3 5.1 

NOWN 2.3 

)THER 


56 100.0 100.0 

When Is a Match a Match? 
Do haplogroups correspond t(l different world regions) To anc.ient 

origins andmigratio ns? Are they continent specific? 1:; YOLlr mitocboodri al 
haplogwup a good indication by itself of YO Uf ethnic.ity? These aee all 
ques tions that must be askcd in genctic gen eaJogy. 00 onc hand. L 
haplotypes are routinely categorized as Sub-Sahnran Africao, TJ and Kare 
universally viewed as o riginating in the ~lidJJe Eas t even though thev latee 
spread to Europe, wheee they have re1atively low frequencies, and His usually 
considered as Iimi ted to E uropean ancestL)" sin ce it artains a preponderance 
of more than 50°;1)in E uropean and American genealogies. Even A, B, C an d 
D are no t con fined tu Native Americans or their supposed Asiatic fo under 
pop ulations. 0 0 the od1er hand, X can poin t 1:0 Native American nr E urasian 
oriQjns.ln analyzin g haplogroups and ethnjcity, the authoes of arecent stud' ­

observe:--; 

i ~sues of 
American 
correlateu wl d1 
haplotypes li 
mct:hods. 

n tbe 
.vords ()f Joh 
part of 

5!i 

http:oriQjns.ln


r.? Ta anoeot 
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r 'TI1 e are all 
olle hand , L 
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IOLl 'b the)' b ter 
and 1-1 is usual l. 
pr -ponderan ce 
\'en 1\, B, C and 
Asiati f, )unde r 
·i n ar Eurasian 

Don,JJ . Y"r' anJ . crc:sa A Vat"" 

bsen 'c:' 

lvlir chündrial ha plogroup c1assific. rio n was bigbly coocordan r .tb 
self-idcnti fied !"ace/ ecb n.i city (SIRE) In n n-H i~panic whi tes 
(94.H'Yo), but was o nsiderabl .' lower in adm.ixcd popula tion 
incluJing no n-Hispao.ie blacks (88.3''1( ,), fex iean eacans 
(81.8IYol) and athee H isp anies (61.6%), sugge~ong lRE doe. n t 

ac ura tely re flecr Olaternal g netic ane tr)', parricuJarly 111 

pupulati n s witb g1"C, ter p ro po rti o ns o f admi.xture. 

The tÜre t maternalli neage j ,afte.r a1J, o nly one line among man.' . Q u.i te 
posibly ir's not re tJeeti 'e of a tber haplogr ups in the tamil ' tree. oll, it 
seerns to ha ca "ery importan t Val ll C, and u nipar ntal D tes ti ng has fc\ er 
i u S of validicy and r l.ial ili t) than auwso m, . In else ' o f H , Lan d ativ 

111 riean types , at least, the moth e r' s mi to hondrial typ is strollgly 
w rrelated \ ich physi gnom y, physical traits and societa..l dassificati n . O ther 
haplo rypes l.i ke T amI J remain urte.r1v im-i sibJ until revealed bv laborato ry 
methods. 

n the o th er hand, wc must not djseo llnt anomalie .: peopl wbo, in thc 
word of Job n rudeU, <don't answer to their deserip rions." They m y be 
p, rt o f multi-generatio nal, repeti ti ve p, tterns . Sueh an effec t of persist nt 
admixru re is h igh iicrhted by M itehell et al's figur s fm M xican Americans , 
who cmi it Oll!)' .3% H (as (>pp sed [Q 43.0(Yu H in on- Hispanic \X1bi te 
Amerieans, whiJe 81.8u/r, of e,'ican A mericans earry cla sie -B-C-D 
hap logr( ur ' w hieh o nl)' 1.1 % u f whires have. 

t\ noth r ign o f the do e ri es between h ap logroup and identi!)' occurs in 
f(ican ance try. In th Mitch e.1I s rudy, 983% f N ü-Hi panie Blacks have 

an L haplogr up . Only 1'!/" of n-H ispanic Whites d . ueh an extreme 
shows hm a mitochn ndrial hap logro Llp can definc Jn l! to onegeI f and at the 
same ti me to soeie ty. E en if yo u are n Ot a geneti e determinist, hap logr ups 
marter. vertl )' or no t, they influence how Y(lU think uf yoursel f ancl how 
ode' regard O LL In term s oE tes tin, , if you ha' e a ' n 11­ aove" 

baplogro up but idel1 tify \ i tb your a tlve ane tty vo u are üable tu b 
contlic ted. 

Tb e bigg t prohlem .th haplogr ups i lab Eng. inee tbe 19905 a rigid 
dctiDition f fi ve Nati ve American types has prevail cl-A, B, D and 
sümecimes X. l f any o ther bapl g roLlp is de tected it m US t c Jmc from 
aomLxture- d1m's tbe thin kina an vav. That in d iv id ual cl es n t h ave a 

ari\ e meriean lineage aod cannot claim to " be" Nati e merican from his 

,( a rccent study 
~ abrina r" MilcheU er al. "Characttriza tion nf MirochondriaJ H~plogr()ups in a 
T.ape Pupulation-Bascd ample from the nited Stares," HIIIIIIIII GrlleJicJ 1 3/7 
(20 14), pp. 61-()8. 
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(J,erok"t DNA Studie> 11 

or her mitoch l)ndriaJ heritage. 10 0 0 way, shape o r foml. Cherokee 
In 201 0, the genome of MaJ' ta Boy, a 24,OÜO-year-old skeletun fro m 

iberia, was sequenced . His position in th e human famil)' cree was detemlined 
to be a link between ancicn t N u rthem E utasians aoJ p rcseot-day Na tive 

ml:ricans. But Mal'ta Boy's mi toch<>11 utial DNA haplogroup, U2, would oo t 
be coosidered Native Am erican tGda)" jf it wert' fo unJ in , sa) , a Cherokee or 

jibway. (Fun disclosure: Botb authQrs have Cherokee aoccs try and 
haplogro up U.) Schurr set a p recedeot wheo he rcjected 1-1 aod T in the 
O jibway, Han d J in thc Cherokee aod 1-1 types in the Maya as European 
admixture.-s All cQtUlu erc.ial DNj\ tes ti ng companles bu t D NA Conslii tan t 
stilJ toe eh e liu e. 

. 8 - C p H " J . K .l . R . T .U .V .w .x 

Haplogroup ilesults Phase IlJ. 

Tbc fi rst thing we nocice abQut th c haplogrou p division fro m the 
Cherokee project is thc \"ari ed di stribu tion and high nurnber uf lineages 
represented. Even such rare haplog w ups as W , V an d R o ccur. All wo d d 
haplogroups b ut Ea~t Asian and A ustraloid types like Mare rep rcsen ted. 
~ompared \\ lth rcports ftom other Eas tern tabes, 0 1crokee DNA is 

extremdy djverse aa d highI)' comp Jex. The additional " otber" ingrediea ts do 
no t mirrar me sLl rrounding whi te population in their p roportions. Fot 
iostaoce,1--1 is not [he fi rst or dominan t haplogroup as ir is in ehe U.S. wh ite 
popul ation. 1t occupies only the th ird ran k (1 6.6%), after U (2 J.7) anJ T 
(1 7.7). 

iM Theodore G. Schurrt " '\litochundri al DNA ,md thc Pcopling of thc New World." 
A'llfn'CUIl Jrimli,rt 88 (2000), pp. 246-53. 
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Cherokee DNA Studies Phase I-III Haplotype Distribution 
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n=56 % 

B 2 3.6 
C 3 5.4 
D 
H 14 25.0 
1 

.r 6 10.7 
K 5 8.9 
L 1 1. 

R 3 .4 
T 4 7.1 

15 26.8 
1 1.8 

'\ 1 1. 
1 1. 

K. 

OTl lrR 

T T. 56 iOO.O 

with Comparisons 
All Ph. i itch- Milch­
11=175 eU Cl al eil e l aJ 
% U.S. Hispan-

Wblte ic 
11= n=944 
2,631 

2.3 0.8 30.6 
2.3 0.4 13.4 
2.9 0.3 12.8 
1.1 0.1 4.3 
16.6 43.0 6.7 
1.1 ~?'"..) 
9.7 9.2 2.3 
6..) 8.4 1.4 
5.7 	 1.0 19.4 

.6 
1.7 
17.7 9.6 2.3 
21. 13.6 3. 
1. 1 2.6 
1.7 1.9 
5.1 1. O. 
2.3 6.1 2.5 

10 .l 100.0 100.0 

eBe Robe- Bol­
2001- son nlck & 
2011 Co. Sm ltb 
11=135 Ne 2003 

Lum- 0=364 
bee 
11=937 

1.4 4 .3 
0.4 22. 

2.2 0.5 20.6 
0.3 12.1 

40.0 3 ,.9 
0.7 3.2 
12.6 8.0 
8.1 5.2 
5.2 14.() 

0.3 
0.3 

16.3 10.7 
12.6 12.1 

2.9 
1.5 1.1 
0.7 1.4 0.0 

0.6 

10n.0 100.0 100.0 
*123 Mohawk, 56 Ch erokee, 8 Chickasaw, 130 Creek, 40 Serw'nole 

Haplogroup Frequency Comparisons with 
Cherokee Project 
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Chippewa 
Wisconsin Chippewa 62 0.275 0.048 0.355 0.032 0.290 
Cheyenne/Arapaho 35 0.343 0.114 0.343 0.1 43 0.05 
Sisseton/ \Vapheton 45 0.556 0.200 0.178 0.044 0.022 

5 0.400 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 
123 0.577 0.1 71 0.236 0.016 0.000 
19 0.21 1 0.211 0.525 0.053 0.000 

37 0.108 0.459 0.433 0.000 0.000 
Chjckasaw 8 0.1 25 0.750 0.125 0.000 0.000 
Choctaw 27 (1.741 0.185 0.037 0.037 0.000 
Creek 39 0.359 0. 154 0.205 0.282 0.000 
M uskoke (Creek) 71 0.366 0.1 55 0.099 0.380 0.000 
SeminoJe 40 0.625 0.250 0.075 O.05Ü Ü.OOO 
Total aod Average 604 41.0 22.6 19.5 7.2 9.1 
Percentage of 
Whole 

Qassic Native AmedcaD Haplogroup Distribution in Eastem Tribes. Source: 
Bolnick and SnUth 2003. 

bcrlAec DNJ\ Stu,üc, JI 

Population n A B C D X 
~1icmac G 0.333 0.000 0.167 0.000 0.500 
Mani toulin Island 33 0.325 0.097 0.269 0.040 0. 269 

jibwa 
orth O ntariu 26 0.643 0.036 0.071 0.000 0.250 

Ojibwa 
T uttle Moun tain 28 0.571 0.1 79 0.000 0.071 0.071 

people- and tbtir 
population originariog 
\'fhether the cxotic 
ancient or primortliaJ 
The Cherokee, ncxt [ 0 

e:u:th.80 The 
Jnexpected 

Arnerican s Prom tbc 

t tbe eoncJusio n o f the second phase, we w ro te: 

As in Phase I , a Middle E astcrn type, haplogroup T, cmcrged as the 
m ost common li neage (1 9.4u;;, in Phase 11 , 22.7 fyo overall .in the 
project), fo llowed by H , U and J, all Eurasian types. Sub-Saharan 
African haplogroup L (9'Y. ,) was p rominent as a minor categor)'. O ld 
Europe haplügwups I , N, V an d \XI occurred io small am ounts an d 
should be coosidered s tri kingly new, unreported signals o f authentie 
Cherokee ancestry.79 

Phase m data augm ented b ut did nut much ch ange th e picrure of 
Cherokee d iversity. The cumuJative evidence now po rttays the C herokee 

7" Yat\;;s wd Yates (2014) , p. 58. 
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D X 
O. 10 0.500 
0.040 O.2()9 

0.000 0.250 

0.071 0.071 

0.' 32 0.290 
O.W' 0.057 
0.044 0.022 

0.000 0.000 
1.016 0.000 

O. 53 O. 00 

.000 0.000 
I.l. lO 0.000 
0.03 0.000 
0.282 0.000 
0.380 0.000 
0.U5 O.OlO 
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rem Tahes. Source: 

Ir T, cmerged as the 
2.7% OITcraU in the 
I r-.pe. ub-Saharan 
minür categury. Old 
1 smlll :lJTJo un ts a nd 
I signals of au tht:otic 

~nge the pie ture of 
rtra\'s the Cherok e 

pe nnld 1 • Yares ~nd T crcsa r\. '{;lieS 

pe ple--and thete deseendants- a. an unu ual, very di fferent, ancien t 
popuL"ltion originacing [ro m outsid tbe Southea t p r -Columbian region. 
\'\'h 'dl r the c~ tie train ' of Chcrokee genecics ,tre d u\:: ~ ree nt, colon1..'ü, 
ancient o r pom rdial 'admixtur " has tu be decided on a ase-by-ca5e basis. 
The b rake, next to perhaps P uerto Ricans, are ehe most m ixed people n 
earth. fl T h<:: e h rokee anomal)' was p redi.eted as early as the smdy 
" nexpected P attern: of M itoch ndrial D A Tariarion m ng ativ 
j\merican Pro TI th e o Ulhe.1.stern nitcd ta t ." In that paper, Debo rah 
R()l!li ck amI Da id Snutb f the niv r iry oi California at Davis wrote: 

Non o f eh Mtlsk gean-speaking populations, ho . ver, appear 
particularly d osely relatee! [0 the eh rokee, a ,o urn asrem lroqu ian­
5peaking 01 ulation. ne branch in th haplogr up B n tW( rk e n tain· 
(lne Cherokee ,md (> ne Chiekasaw, b u t a. m en tioned bef re, that b r'anch 
lllay bl: the re,ult o E incl p enden t parallel m utauc n and not eommon 
aneestry. Tbc o ther C h rokee haplo types ae ,lU r lati \'ely d istant from 
the oth t S()\l thea~tern haplo types . PCA cesuJ ts and FST campari ru 
also di E~ r ntia te the Ch r " kec: 'om th c o ther sou the ' tern p puhti ns . 
Tbc. e tesults may sugg St that tb Cherokee die! no t originarc in the 
SC>Llthea. t, whicb '\ 'ould be co nsistent with archaeological evidence 
upporcing arecent m igration of the C heroke into the S Hl thea t from 

th reat Lakes region QVlac[ ej h, 1952; Riteh ie, 1965; '\ rigbt, 1984) o r 
r:hemkee oral trad itions i.hat sugg t th ey came from tb h io Valley 
( [ oney, 1900) . G ne tie da ta fr !TI p rchi tnD e Grcat Lakes and Obi 
Valin' po p ulatiDns, whi bare cu rren tly be.ing an..'ll.7.ed (Shook, 
unpuhli he I ata; Bol nick, unpublished data), ar ne 1 cl to help resol e 
th is I,luesti< 1l.~1 

Thc deep-seated multictl].nic chameter of tb herokee i. cl ear frorn th c 
haplogr up d istrib utio n in O ll C s tudy. If th > di\' c r~ity F E ur pean 
haplogwups were ue o nly to recent admlx. turc (as chuIT, B lruck, mith, 
\ lalbi an o[h ers wu uld have it), one wo utd n( t peer such a res ult. Tbe 
trelILH>nc' f H \V lud hn er around 5 '1.) , as it does in E urope. M idd lc 
Eas[crn anti ld E u pe types li ke T , .1 , I , X and w uld no t be so 

rotniocnt. 111e picwre is similar fo r the Central B nd o f Cheroke s m 
Llwrencel urg, Tenn sec: and Lum ee Indians of N r tb Caroli na. 

' I See M. Vilar et aJ " enetic D i\'ersiry in Pm:rtQ Rico a!ld 1t Implications fü the 
Peopling üf thc I ~lancl and rhe est lndies, ., /l",eri{all JOllma/ qfP/!Jsical / IIJlbl'o/JOIQgy 
155 (20 14) I U. JU(J2 / ajpa.22569. 
I Bölnick and mith, p. 252. 
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Hunting Haplotypes 
W hile the branches o n tbc human tree can point to broad ethnic 

connections, the twigs (haplotypes) are the most important evidmce \\Je O1ust 
look at in combining genetics with genealogy. l\ ppendh C displa\'s the 
individual mitochondrial baplotypes in au r study, as de tlned by m utations in 
tbe contro] regions HVSI and H VSI I, \Nith unusual mutations .indicated in 
red. N ote that tbe J2bl haplotypes für 3.R and one other parcicipant exactly 
match. Th i~ is becaus<: they are sis ters, A\/a Fink amI JuJie Burton, who live 
respectivcly in Neb~lska and SOllUl Dakota. lf there is an eXHct congtuence 
of nucleotide vau:wts across tbe board like this, the two parti es are either 
very elose relatives like Pink aud Burton or fC11lale-li nked relatives descending 
fro m the sam e female, a~ mu ch as two 1:0 ten thousand years ago. 

Wie are not inn:restcd in " fuzzy matches," d ose but nu t exact m atell es 
that rnay be good f01: !;ales and social media engagement b ut do not reall)' cut 
Ü. 1-.1ost c011lpanies anel studies use "consensus" detlnitinns for haplo types, 
that ls approximate ra th er than exact (md c(.>I11plete matcJ1es by mutation. Do 
vO u want to be descendtd from areal, concrete ancestur ur a uleüretical and 
cnmposi tc one?Tbe diffcrence w as poimed out by Martin Richards and other 
leaJing lights in thc field, b ut no OIlC reall y knows bn\\' weLl Ule varin us 
companies fo llowed that adv;ceß2 Likewise, there is coday no re-aUr d ear, 
uruJied notation system. 

l e C haplotypes in participants 2.66, 3.40, 3.62 are not perfect matches, 
but one or two mutations "o ff. " At some pointdownstteam from a common 
female ancesror who probably lived tho usan ch of years ago, to judge by th 
mitocbondrial dock, th c)' aclJeJ or lost a l11utation or two compafL·d to tb 
o riginal configutation (whicb alll on1y be g uessed at) . They aU secm to belong 
to a common C d uster at an)' ra te. Is it Cherokee? Whcre Jjd it COOle from 
befoee it was Chcrokee? 

Haplogroup C is reiativeJy uncommo n in Soudl\ve~ t lndian s, wberc tbc 
individual known as 2.66 tes ted. Southweste rn tri bcs' ances traJ DNA shows 
ein 15°;;, o f alJ CJ $CS on [ccord (Carlyle 2000). I n Mcxicao Arnericans it was 
the haplogro up fo r 201';{, of all persoos, a bit lligher (l\1itchell). In one 
Northem Mexico study, it accQLmted fo r 23% modern-day indian.<: (Green 
2000) . I t is more prevalenc in Eastern tribes, reachi ng :l frequcllcy oE 53% in 
one study oE OklahomJ Cherokee (M ahli 2001) . lt ig m ost cvmmo n in 
Algo ngui an , SiDuan and lroquoian populations . O ddly, it a ttai ns ir:> highest 
frequcnc)' in Patagonian Indians of South Ameri ca (h e.nce Mapuche 
matches), showing it i5 one of d,e o ldest and most widespread ljneages in the 

estern Hemisphere. 

82 11. Bw.dclt a[ al, "The Case für the Continui ng Use uf the Revised Cambcidge 
Re fercnce Sequence (reRS) and lbe Statldardization uf Notation in H uman 
,fitüchündria! DNA Sn::dies," j M1111J1 of HllfII(I/J CSllolics 59 (2014), pp. 66-77. 
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Donald . l':u.e, nnd 'f,· tc5a A. Ya lC$ 

S cretary Echo Hawk and The Cber ke Nation v. Chi f Sitting 
Owl 

1\ Ch erokee D p ro) t, t Family Tr e D r A was s tarted in 2 )()1 by 
hief ] o (Sitting Owl) White. He kicked the project o ff "vi th hi s own 

miroch mdrial sam pie., which allegedly went back to a Cherokee ancesrress 
n:uncd Juanita born in 1850 in i\labama. Whire's matriline proved [0 be JIb. 
The srucly SO uG had 202 member , about half thc total membership of the 
rribe. In 2003, T he rcl about it from Farn il ' T ree 0 fficials theee were 
jüking tb at its leader should be r oarn d Rolling Bage! becaus so many of 
hi' members were matching Jews. Howev r, a bigg r in sul foJJ o ed thi s . 

In Au 'usr 2 10, Lau )' E cho iaw k, a%is tant secretar)' of I ndian Affai r 
(c nce.ivably r sponding to p re., ure by the Cberokee ation f klahoma) 
ruled that the Central B, nLl of Cher ' k s : imply were nut, a th y clairnecl, 
desccndao ts f the Cher kee occupants of the 18 6 Congres, ional 
Rtservation wb had decli n cl tli be remov d at the time f the ra iJ f T ears 
in tbe 1830s bur remain 1 in Tennessee. The state imm ediatel)' wirhd rew 
recognitio n of the tribe. A caretake.r chief (some sa ' 'plant") r placed White. 
The next year in July, Family C tee D N . ab ruptl r tenninated the en tral 
Band 0 Pr j et by revoking lOb-in priviJeges to administra tors and 
member "nd removing r jeet infonnatio n from its websire . {os t viccims 
uf [his arbitrary llecision didn 't reali ze wha t had happened . 

Conflrmed mtDHA Haplo9rouP 

Snapshot of Central Band haplogroup distrihmion shordy beforc shutdown 
showing outsizedH and "Jewish"hap4,oroups j, K and T. 

'TI1e moti ari n. behind th s actions beeame clearer ()n March 23, 2 12, 
wh n E b ) Ha k i su cl hi s fi nal ruJing. Richard Allen , Cher kee att n 
Strategy an d Poliey anal ~'s [, said the B i one of fi ve g r ups in Te.ones~ e 
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claiming to be a Cherokee tribe th at th t:. Chew kee Nation " vigorously 
opposed."&3 Thc as~auJ t on the hones t)· and good inten tiun s o f hunJreds of 
Ten nesseaus was publicizcd in the Cherokee Phaen ix, tbe nationaJ 
newspaper, whkh gloa ted Qve! <1n important ,ric tory. «One reaso u the 
Chetokee Nation opposcs sucb gro ups is that such groups appropriate and 
dis rort our cuJture and a ur hjsto ry. For cxampJe, this gToup iden ti f)'ing as tbe 
CentraJ Band oE Cb erokcc claim thar they are th e descendants oE ancient 
I sraelites, whkb is by fur a ue of th e wildest claim s made br any oE th ese 
groups," Allen st:1.ted, going so far as to ri sk bcing accused oE anti-Semitism. 
"The Cherokec N ation has identi fiecl more than 200 such groups \\Iho claim 
to be ne,v Cllerokee bands. clans. tribes md mltions. These groups cano 
meet tll C requirem ents set fortb by the Departmcnr o f [he lnrenor, Bureao 
o f l ndian A ffairs Branch o f Acknowledgemen t and Rescmch." 

Chief\X'bite, wbo was born J anuary 4, 1948, died in Tennessee on f eb. 7, 
2014. His wife, Pamcla Sexton, surv ived h1m. There was no p ublic funeral o r 
ob.ituary, because his widow said that would attract unfavorabJe publici t), and 
possibly be a danger ro the fami ly. 

A fter the Ccmral Band DNA P roject was deJe ted by f am il y Tree DNr '.., 
a new Chcrokee DNA Project admülis tered by Jaoine C10ud and Roberta 
Estes appeared in its place. Only cus tom ers with AB, C, D 01" Sümctimcs X 
were admitted in to th is p rojecL T he last we checked, there were results for 
o nIy six p articipants Jisted as Native J\ m ericlin Mitochondrial; tbeir 
haplogroups were t\ (1), C (4) and D (I). Tbe res t o f the 97 membe.rs bad 
their haplotypes reported as "Non-Nati ,' e Haplogroup ." 

R oberta Estes' genetic geneaJogy site DNAeXplained site was fo unded 
with Family T ree D NA as its godfather in 2005. E stcs is qu.itc "cXplicit' 
about who gers tO be considcred a.n In ruan aud who does n u t. She routinely 
lectures visltürs who do nOl h <l\"e thc righ t haplogroup o r for une reason or 
anoth er deserve no ritlt to Am erican Indian ances try. J11 a long po~t ticled. 
"Proving Native Americao Ances tr)' Using DNA" (Dee. 18, 20 12), her " m ytll 
b usting" covers ftee college, jüinin g a tribe an d the go od-o le Cherokee 
grandmother legend. 

Geneticists v. E verybody E lse 
T he mtssagt: is cJear. Unl ess YO LI have haplogro up A. B, C, D aod 

sometim es X, fo rget itl84 T his staoee mu st gladden the hearts o f lobbyists 
who work on the Bel tway and foaner Jnclian Counrry capi tals li ke Nasb rille 

83 Will Chavez, "Echo Hawk Rules on Central Band," Cheroktt PhOn/ix, March 28 

2012: https:/ / wW\v.cbcrokeephoen ix.org/ Article/inde... / 611 3 . 

11-1 See "Nari,-e Amecican MiwchünJrial H.aplogruup~," a P()~ t f rol1J Sepl. 18, 2013 

that ha5 thc status of perennial: htrps:/ / dna-expJarned.c<1m/2013/09/ 18/nati\"e­

american-mitochonclri al-haplogroups/. 
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113/ 0')118/ native-

Du""IJ N . Y te~ ,Uld T~rea J\ . Yat~ 

and AtL'lnta. ccording to onc o urc , a ingle ask Force f (be Cherokee 
[ acio n govemmen t r:ecen tl y spent S9 0, 00 a year tO figh t disenfran h ised 
Bureau of indian r\ffai rs 'ateg ry 4 her k Qike tb CentraJ Band in 
T nnessee) . eeking federal a knowled 'ment. This figu re cloes nr t include the 
Cherokee atio n 's campai 1 again t tbe Lumbe ,wbi h ha,' heat cl up in 
the past fe\ yca s as th rth Ca rotina g roup scemed tO get dos r to 
~llccess . ' 5 Es res, F amily T r D A and other~ are in lo ck-s tep with dus 
politicization 0 1' g enecics. 

The guideboo k, for pu tti ng " wannabe" Indians li ke th e Central Band in 
their plan: are Phi lip J. DeJn ria 's Pla lllg Indiail and Circe tum1'S BecoI/Jing 
Indian. Leading geneticists who tite l l y work f r ce -·triccive no ti os f 
Indian D ar D ebürah Bolnick, K im Tal! Bear and Jennife r Raff. T he 
iranI' i. tbat D A cann o [ b e ust d to gain reco,rni tio n in an)' federa.l Indian 
tubt: an j'Wa '. ~ 10st penple testing d1eir an es try , -e unl . inter sred in t11 e 
results fo r pers nal kn o \ L dge. T bey wan t to Cürme r wirb a re.'lI ance. tor, 

ne who gan cl scendant rtain va.l ue · an cul tu ral and ph ysical trai '. 
~ e cl n 'r hold any particular b rief fo r th Centra.l Ba d, no r do we 

eo tertain a belie f in L ost Tcibes ro any great .xteo t, bu t we have ~ p int ou 
dlat in rd r to S<l) [hat tbe claim ufJ ewi h ance try among th c Che r kee is 
a "wild" lit dle herokee ation mu -t ba e a "true" versio n f Cherokee 
historv itbo u any J ews in it t o m par it to . Yet the . d n n r even ha e a 
Axed storv!ine. T he 6r t recorded Cherokce rincipal ch ief, Moyt y, as, as 
we show in a larer chapter, a Sepha.tdic J ew in Ch rle to n by th name o f 
Beam f, while Chief Red Bird (I aro n Bra ck), anotber eigb t entb-centm)" 
Cherokee figure, ca rri ed the ( o hen 10dal Haplo type Jf O ld Testament 
Priest (f f 2)2.1+) and was p res umably ] e ;>.ri 11 , too, though man,' of bis 
de cndants go t thei r quantum o f American Ind ian no t fo m a (h roke ut 
a reek Tndian. T hosc are n t wi ld claims at all b ut ~ b r fact~. 

Haplogroup W 
Another rcnegade baplogrollp mat turn ur in horh the DNt n 'ultan s 

an Central Band pt jeet \las W . Parci cipant 28 in Phas U L, P tel' LyLe 
\ tki ns o f Reid 'ViIl e, N orth Carolina, bad m utations that p rfeetl ' match cl 
the entral Band re ce rcl labeled N89700 (no longer available). Atkins' 
matri lineal 1utations in 2015 w ere vo ly >Oe o ff fr)111 tho e of Linda 
! oncnbllrg (2.31 , 5 11 ), whö tes ted in 20 12 and w,s includ d in ehe first 

\Olllffi f rcsul ts. 1 have d ne c. tensive research ön m y parent's families; ' 

b5 Th nter tur R spo 'ive Pnlitics r port large amo llnt spenr in \'er six 
different categories of Federal and Stare inf1 uence p _Jdling and r ü li tical 
((lntri utions, Jn udi ng gaming iod LlStr) lobbying: https:/ / www. pensecrc::rs.org 
I feder:lll -lobb\'in~/ lienrslsummal)" 
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said Sponenburg at the time. "Both of my parcnt's lines c..'1t11e to America in 
the mid se \Tcntccnrh ccntury." 

" \'Vhen 1 was twclvc," she said, "my grandfathct"s si!\ter rold me that \\"e 
were CJ1erokee Indian. Th ey were fa rmers in soutb eastem Tennessee. As ao 
aduJr I became a genealogist researching my gt"oilldEatber's famiJy. 1 cOLdd not 
fin d th e family on tbe Cberoket: roJls . I k.new \VI: had to be Pi1.rt oE the 
Cherokee na tion hccause o f the traditio ns t.hat my !1wthcr bad taught uso 
T hese traditions were iden tical to those o f the Cherokee. I l-mew .. . the prnof 
m igb t not be on the paper roUs but wouJd be in my geDeti c code." 

1n 201 2, Sponenbur~ thought tba t the Native American. whicb showed 
n an ;m tosomal basis weil enough, was "probably no t th rough my mother's 

mitQcho nd riaJ ho c." flaplogroup \XI, after alt was no t cof1sidcred a Native 
American haplogroup. But when her lineage matched Pbase III partic.ipant 
Peter Lyle Atkins altnost perfectly, and A tkins' W was cxactJy tnatcbed. 
m Ll t,'ttion for mutation, \vith a CentraJ Band of th e Cberokee W, it seemed 
time to revise the one's thinkin g on whcther \X' migh t not be, wi th T, J and 
H , <U1 ancicot contributor to thc Cherokee population. 

1n J\fitosearch (ooline QntiJ mid-2018), there were 17 e.xact matches on 
both secrors, as we no tec\ in Atkins' rtpott. 

[Origin 

[l..ondon 
r-------~~~~~-. I 

68 

in Januan1 2020 
in MartinsviUe 
skills and craft 



> to .\merica in 

old m that e 
nes . i\ an 

ih . l c uld not 
be part o f the 
had taught uso 
\\ ., . the proof 

h Oly momer's 
,d red a ati\re 
• IU participant 
'accly mat hcd, 

\'\. it seemed 

e, lith T, J and 

"aet matches un 

l), nakl •. Yat~s .U1 d Tcrcsa i\. Y3les 

r---­
!Sulg:u:ia 

11 were genetic if not creneal ieal ·o u ~ins. fast went back to no rthe rn 
'urope, tho ugh thete \ ere some traeed no farther than t o rth meri a. 

Wbat about P ' ter Lyle Atkins' Xi mitoeh ondrial line? 1t traces b< ck tu 

Cherok e territ ry, wllere b' earlie t known female ancestor, N ane ' Buckley, 
was born in 182 . Her m ther is unkoown. T hc exaet match fto m 

fit . earch demonstrate it is a \videly cli persed and common ryp, ith high 
freguency in England and tb British I les . l ts pecifi m utati 0 ha e origins 
in Wes A ' ia and N orth [cica with other J ewi. h hap lotypes. he fami!' 
alwa\'s regarded ehe lin as hewk e. rki n. claim to be N ati c encan, 
rhough m re hawnee, from hi s rure t male lin , shu\Vo bei w . li fd ng 
r' ident of the Reidsv iUe area on the orth aroli na borde.r ith S lieh i e 
\Irginia, h sa), "This i: \ hete the r. lel llIwcon. gor rog th .r '\ rith certain 
lndian trib s I fo re movlng west." 

tk.ins is 0, killed atflint napping, bow makin o- and o ther Indian arts tha t 
in Janu ry _020 he conducted ~ workshup at ehe Mu 'CUtTI Jf atural Hi t.ory 
Ul 1ar' nsviUe a ' the instiruti n 's n a cial ' li e exhibit" demoing primitive 
,kiJJs and cra ft makin T. 

WilUam V. A dkins m. 
Male Line Descent of Peter Lyle Atkin (12a) 

WiUiam Vortimer dkins 1 b: 1690 in Henrieo 0 ., a., cl: 1754 in Va. 

William Vortimer Adkins 1117 1-1784 

r illiam Vo romer (!kins 11 b: Sep 21, 1 6 , d: 184 

Henty Caleb dkin b: 1782, cl : 1864 

Ralpb dkins b: 1807, d: 1886 

B njamin E dwi Barden dkio b: 1837, d: 1870 

Be crly L e 1 tkin. b: 1,6 , d: 1934 

Re.' Jam s tkin ~ b: 18 9, cl: 1 58 
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James j\ valOD A tkins b: 1923, d: 1977 

Peter Lyle Atkins b : 1958 

P ruject was 
~telungeons.K-

had 70 
checked . 

N ancy Buckley. 

Fem ale Une Ancestry ofPeter Lyle Atkins (W) 

ancy ö llckley b: D ec. 19, 1824, N.C., cl; Mar 30, 1911 

ra ry E1 izabeth MeCraw b: 1847, cl: 1918 

Luc)' Mallde Towe b: 1879, d: 19Hi 

laq N ina 't>.1. \X/cddle b : 1903, cl : 198 

Rub}' Geey Nelsoo b: 193 1, d: 1998 

Peter Lyle Atkins b: 195 

Befate endlng th is surve)' we should briefl y mention the M elungeo n­
m tONA prnjecr at Family Tree D N A and its haplogroup distribution. The 
study o f Melun geon DNA was insp ircd by N . Brent Kemled y's bookU and 
too k a grear advance fo nvard in 2001 with Elizabetb J-li rschman's Mcluogeon 
DNA Project, wbich lonkcd at bo th Y eh romosome and m itochond ri al 
resuJts. U n fo rtllnateJy, Pamily Tree DNA killed the en tire project after taking 
tho usands oE d oLla rs from H irscb m an, it::; generous sponsor, as weU as from 
paying parti cipants. Prom ()ne m o m ent to the next, compan)' officials took 
aU its data omine, without warning, in 2008. ReportedJy, Bennen G rcensp 
and hi s advisors were seein g " wo m uch" j ewish ! T hey did no t like the war 
the data was being llsed in f-\jrschman and o d1crs' publications. The original 
dara are no t avaib ble anymo re, an o uteo m e just like the Central Band of 
Cherokees pro jecr. 

The p ro ject that popped up in the p l.ace o fH icschman 's Melungeon DN 

Mb N. ßrcnt Kcnncdy \Vi th Rü byn Vaugh:m Kenl1cd y, Tor M dJlltgfOIlS: The RNI/me/io/l 

r!f a Pm{rt! Pl1ople, 2nd sub-edi tion (I\bcon: Mercer UP, 1997) . lbis grounJ breaking 
book was foUowed by another ver)' important one, E lizabeth C. Hirschman, 
Meft(/~groll!: Thc I..aIt 1.IJ.rf Ttibpill / 1I/Il'tiCtJ (Mac on: 1 1ercer UP, 200S) . 

Me1ungeon 
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Pro' ct was he v ily biased tow3rJ \ bat its adminiscrato rs call cl Care 
i\felungeoll S. 7 Here is a break-dO\vn fro rn th e mitochondrial 'e ci lO, which 
hat'! mern ers, 53 of whorn shared th m haploL o UP ' , h'n we last 
checket!. 

T • J • 

Melungeon hapfogroups flCCOItling to Family Tree DNA. 

Notice there are no Americru1 Indian bapJogroups amung Core 
~1e1ungeons , yen th u ugh tb J oes sm ey in 2 1 faund le el o f up (U 5 
P rc n ative leOcan . H aplog roup 1-1 at 45, '/'o i - . n hi , her than we 
\\'oultl expect of pLain olJ U.S. white . Th >only div r ity tha t tri kes the eyc 
isrbe vu tsuelpercentagcof L( fricao)­ 7 .5%ver usthe eneral . ,\vhite 
population at 1.0%. 

In 20 9, E tes published "Wbere Ha e U rbe Indians ne." T his 
br ught the \ ea.r)" predictable retort rorn lodian that th ey were still there. 
Este, was carrying n d1e tradition o f . )rginia D arce, who practice I the 
B \'s weil-hu nt e! method of paper gcnocidc:: ,s stes and DeMarce b th 
In 1S t d p )p l were tryln~ to be omething they were not: 

Furthermore, as hav ing 1dungeon h ritag becarne dcs irable and 
eXütic, the range of wbere thes people were reportcdl ,' fa une! has 

dnmüsrrat r' for bnth projecrs ar jack Guins, J. n t Crain, arry Goi 115, Penn 
FergusoJ1 and Robena E .. tes acco(din~ to rl1t' masthead, 

\l rginia Easley De 1arce, '''Yc rry lidy fr xt' Is.icl : Tri-R:cial I.ol ate familie uf 
the Upper Sou rh - 1\ Geneal gic~1 Stud ," ratiol/al Cmralogi(o/ 'uciety QtW1rrIJ 80/ 1 
(1\192), pp, 24-45, 

71 



' 

Ch(J'\)kc'c OJ:o,.,\ Studiq 1I 

expanded to inclllcle nearly ever:." state sou th o f N ew E ngland an e! east 
f ehe M ississ ippi, and in the words of Dt. Vjrginia D eMarce, 

Melu ngeon history bas been erroneously expanded tu p ro\-ide "all fxolic 

fmcesfry ...thaf .f1l1eejJJ itl uirtuollY l'/Jny olive, nrdrjy a"tI ',rollm-finged elhlliriCJ' knOlJ'1l 
or a//eg(J(110 baNe ttppl!'lT1!d (I!!yJjlbt:1V in /b l! Pfr-OJlil IIVor SOJllheaslem U"ited 
Stofes." 

nder these circllIDstan ces it was up to th e Office of Recognition to an 
as a kind o f cousumer pr.otectinn bureau. 

More Controversy 
Estes then joined J:lek G oin s, Penny Ferguson and J:met Cmin in 

publi sh ing tbc long-awai ted report Oll th ei r reorgan.i.zed Melungeo n DNA 
Project in July 201 1. T hc tide o f the paper was uMeiungeons : 1\ M ultieth nic 
Pooulatioo ." Tbc paper' , summary: 

Many SOUlceS ex1sr whcre rne Melungeom identi fy rnemseJyeS variousJy 
as I ndians and Portug uese. OnJy o ne famil)', the G oins, are (sie) 
identified o ralI )' a.s lm ing oegro (sie) heri tage. Given tbe pbysically dark 
appearance of rlle Melungenn5, they bave unq uestionable heritage other 

tban Euro oean. 

People b reathed a s~f';h of relief. Onl)' OnC family h ad black. Thank 
goodness. lt happens. 

une. of thi s really seemed lik e rocket seiencc since [he au tbors limi led 
thei r sigh ts to Ridgers wbo called rnemseJves P orruguese to begin with, aloog 
witb the Goinses, \\ibo had already idenci fied tl1emselves as havLng Sub­
Saharan A ftican. 

E lsewbere in tbe articlc, Clne reads: "The Collins and Gibson founding 
limos, m eaniDg Vardy Collins an d Sh epbard 'Buck' Gibsan were said to be 

hc.ctokec and s tole tbe names o f wh.ite m en in Vi rgi.n ia. T heJ r D NA il1dicat 
mat if they were Native, it was no t vja tbei r patetnalline." 

Comma splice. H mv da yo u stcal a white man's n;m1c? I certnj nly hope no 
oDe's going to s teaJ rnü1e, but iJ rbcy da rb ey are \vdcome ro it as it's a 

enerable o ld Hebtew an agra m , Were Vardy and Buck Cherokee o r no t? 
o ther finding: "A li nk bas been fo und t.~ ro llgh [he Goins famiJ y tu the 

Lumbee. Tb \; 'Smiling' Gams fam ily w as not tbo ught to be ao o riginal 
Lumbee family, but subst:quent research has Sb OWD dlat ev en though the 
group in 1915 was though t to oe an 'ou tside' group, ehe ancestots o f thj~ 

roup were fU llOJ in 1770 W1 rn o rh er foundioll L urnbee fan1ihes." Here was 
aooth er distinerion withou t a difference. 

And fin ally, rne truson d'eue of the arciele: 
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l)onakl . Y ,llc, und T H:S.l 1\. '{:H , " 

No evidcnee, (sie) hi to . cal, o ral, genealo ieal or generie has be n 
found t upporc a T urki 'h , M iddle Eas re n, Jewish or Gypsy heti tage. 

Roberta Estes' killing off f Ul e Lost 01 ny Indians won her "the 
r (estigious Paul J hu Barringer, Jr. an d r. _ \ ,rd of Rxce!lence in grateful 

iuoo of h t:r D edicario n and D evotion t P ee. ' rving and Perpetuatino­
aroli na's Rieh H isto t1"" Expecting similar aecolades fo r layi ng to res t 

the Me1ung on "mystery,1I ains aod his team sough t and ao t na tional pre'S 
coverage. But the r action was no t tluite \ bat thcy expected. What enslled 
was like a box o f tlying squirrcL being d llmp d in thc Li ing room 0 a trailer 
during a tornado. All hell brokc: loüse. 

ne (JE th revealing reac60 to d1e team's research pla~'t:d o ut in the 
\merican Indian comm unity. "J ack ins D eclat:es War on I ndian Herit:age" 

W\lS tbe held li ne and genocide th watch\: ' rd in an infuriated outery rom 
. (ott Collins. Li ke mo st bs crs, Cu llüL thought thar th article "p tuIates 
that th· 'Melungenns' are A f[ican A mericans" Ca, 26,20 12): 

This i a to tal bunk job and h r genocidal activity agains t the aponi, 
LLlmbee, Oecaneechi, T utel , Ch ra ke , Tuscarora, Haliwa and 
Powhatan and ü tber Indian pe pies f ppalachia. T his same tactie was 
LI ed back in tbe da s f Walter Plecker, firs t regi trar o f . tal 
stati ' ties o f Viro-inia. PIecker was bent on a campaign to c ver l ndian 
ancestt)' by ca. lli ng anyoo that c1aimed Indian ance: tty tO be friean 
. mericao (he used th c:: tenn egro at that time). PI ' ker was \'('hite 
upremacist and a m ember of the An 10 Saxan Club. He \-\-Tote and 

h Iped push f( r the Racial l ntegtit : Irgi nia. 

Lesr readers think the wo rd genoeide \Va bei rw tos . d aboLlt carel sly, 
Collins, a member of a non-federaUy-recognize I ri can I nd ian trib , \ ent 
on tO ri te th arti ' le. Jf thc onvenrioI1 on the Preventi n ancl Punishment 
'lf the Crime o f na ciele. Part of th , greed-upon deEillition of I;>eoocide 
wa': causing m o tal bann to m emb 1:S o f the group , deli benltd., inllieting un 
rhe <!TOUp conditions f li fe calclliated to bring abo llt iu; phys ica1 cl struction 
in whole oe in part and imposino' measures int mied to pre ent birth. within 
rhe group. 

'irginia O e ,r • wh so unded the ea alry charge again , t Bren t 
-ennedy's book ab ut Melu nge n 5 in 19% , r tir d in 20 4 after a f ny-year 

er in the Bureau o f lndian fairs' ffice of R cOQ11 iÜon. Y s, ~h e 

.C[ually worked there. he d id a heck-ü f-a job on 1klun:re os , ja ·t like Walter 
PI ck t, Charle B. Da\'cnporr, \1 ' illiam Haden G ilb r J r. E dward T. P ri e. 
:al.,in . 13 a1e, Thumas J H arte and a h ,st f oth e(~ in the archives of 
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People in terested in the true stn ry of Md ungeons wou ld havt; to await 
rheir da, in court, just like those wi tb Native Arnerican ancestry. 
P are.nthetically, two other DNr\ projects at FamiJy Trec D NJ\, thc Mothen 
of Acadia and Blue Jacker Shawn ee, also fell victims to Famjly Tree D N !\'s 
politics at the same time. Their data wa~ ruthJessly di scarded and 
administrators summari ly replac 

So much for ci tizen seience and intellcctuaJ factories o f consumers! 

Sq Th <.: case can be followcd in Phyllis E. Srarncs and D onald N. Yates, AJlw10rs a"d 
hlltlJJies: J:..f$I!J! Oll Mrl!lIJgetJlJ,f, chap. 10, "Cyberfcud on the Ridge," pp. 157-79; tJ1cre's 
aL~o an audiübook and a püdcast. 
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