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Wie didn't answer to our de~cripcion. 
-)<)hn TrudelI, Lakota Song-vritcr 

] n addition to an A mlenian element among the Cllcrokec, tbe p revious 
chap ter mcocions Sub-Sah aran African, J ewish , Lumbce, Menoo nite, 
Penn:;vlvania Dutch, CentraJ Asia.n, Scotcish, Middk Eastern, .t\paJache, 
lri~h , Du tch, F renc.b , Spanjsh , Mex.ican, English , German, Polyne:siao, 
Greek, O ttoman , Templar/Hospitallcr, Turkish, Welsh, Ma)'a. Sou th 
.Anl erican, RQmaru /Gypsy, Mcstizo, Kichwa, Amazollian , N orse, 

1uskogean /Creek, Caribbean , Cuban, Huichol , aoel Sparush/Purtuguese or 
Iberian . A re we to believe tbat Cherokees are admixed \\~ tb all these groups? 
Probably, aod wi tb otbers as weIl. 

O ne nOt yet singled out is Croatian DNA. lt is a mp tery, togetber with 
tbe w Ie ofVenice in the New Wodd, that we ,vant to pu t un d,e table at tb e 
outset. In Elizabetb Hirschman's and my Apprdacbion j o/lmtllarticle, "TO\vard 
a G enetic Profile of Mclune:eons," it merited the foU owing note: 

Several 5cholars have suggested tbat Croatian settJers were p resent on the 
Eas tero Sc.aboard sloce as ea.dy as 1449 and later fo rmed part of the ethnic 
mixture that became known as Mdullgeons (Eternvich 2003; Prazak 
1(93). SIovellian-J\merican au tbor Louis Adamic wrote extensively on tbe 
subject, bu r almost en tirely in the Yugoslav ian Ia nguage, so li ttle of his 
work passed into the mainstream. We thank N anc)' Morrison and Evelyn 
Orr fut th is in fo rmation. l l 

41 Yates and llirschman (20 10) , p. 103. Adam S. E terovich, Croutia alld CrotJhatlS tJlld 
Ihr LfIsf CO/Of~Y 1585-1590 (San Cados: Ragusan, 2003). Charles L. Prazak, "Were 

roati ans in the Carülinas befufe Columbus?" Cam/ogllf. A Pllblicaliol/ of Ihr SOlllh 
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[)"ruld N . Yutc><m Tcrl·." A Yalcs 

roaoan anee t ' i e vered in the folJo winu- rd ren e popul ci n s in 

DAnsuitao ' m ethod: C roatia, uu d1 1:0 (Spli t, n= 105),~2 r atia 
(n=2 ),4 M n ten 'gro (n = 20 ),« B nla (n = 210),45 B05nia and 
Herzog \?ina (n=1 1),46 Iba nian - K sovu (n=1 6);' banian - Ital' 
(n= 10 ) ,48 erbiao - , erbia / Voj o dina / Ic nten gro (n = lOO),49 o uth 
. Iavie and Medit rm nean urop an. igni 6eanr 111, teh s to the 'C , re Eound 
in the f Uo wing Pha e III p a rtic ipanrs : onya BarM (25), Peter Ackin s (28) 
I\\'a Fi nk (8), Gary Jam s (42) , R bin Keil. (44) Rnbe rt M Farl in (32) , 1n 

Mikell (37, where it is 01 T surpasscd b r Seo ts-Iri 'h), Marilyn Rae (43), James 
eos (13), M arey Barriogwn (56) and C hris cin e . Da ' (Albanian -

Koso o =no. _, C rua tia= no A anel Momenegro= no .5) . in adcliti n to ha ing 
imp rtant Ann enian and JC\ i'h mateh s , luck oE th e d raw dealt Iarcia 
D ietrich , ~'hom th r ader m a recall bad ' nn li ed Cher k e ar no . 1, the 

fo llo"in~ Balkan m atches: 1. Albanian - Koso\ o (0=136) , 5. Bosnia and 
Herzegov in (n= 17 1) and 9. M n tene 0 (n= ",OO) . 

euro/illa [-{isloriral.l'ood)' ( u mmer 199 ), pp.1 R- IlJ. n C r ,rians in earl , America, 
. ce :llSü Gellrge J. Prpic, " Early Cmarian : macts wirb American "nd the J\1yste . 
f tht waran, " J(JIInJtJJ 0/ emu/ia!1 Jllldit.>, / uIIIJ/al R titU' q/ thl! roalion . odelJ' of 

Amtri'/J 1 (1 (0); electronlc verSion b tudia watica: http:/ / 
\t,.,vw.. tu iacroatiea.QrÖ'/ jc / 01/0 I03. hun. Th subject will lx: di cussed in more 
detail i.n Chap te r A g onel ge neral hisrur: of Ragu. a is '. . C:met, D llbromik 

19l/.rll): A CltlSsic Ci!),-, laff (Lonclon: Seminar, 19 2 . 
4 ~ I. ehan tield t al , • lIeJe PrL'qucncie h r the 13 001 STR Loci in a , amplc 
of L1 ehe m roatiao. ," JO/ll7la/~/Fo"1'1I.sir .lriellce47/. [ la. 2002), pp. 669-70. 
4), . Haliti er al, "E aluation of P t puJarion Vao ci n at 1 Ll tO$ Imal STR and 16 
Y-STR l laplo ty pe Lu i in .roatians," orrnsir Sriwce 1Il1enJtll;llI/ol Gm/ies 3/4 ( p t. 
20 9), p. 137-38. 
4·1 ~ N rSI D I WG SI PUl ulation D t:1base . ' . (. cr-base.org) . l. Bod n r cr a1 , 
"Rrcom mendatiQn. uf the D \ ol11 rrUssi l!1 ()f rh I n tL'rm ti (ln ociet) for 
'oren. ie G nerics (lSP ~) o n ual.it. ntrol uf u t . mal 'h l Tnndem Repeat 
\11 I Frequl'ncy l), tabasing CTRid ~ R) ," Po nsic Ja'. I11t. Gellfl. 24 (2 16), pp. 97­
102. 
' s R Ko njhodzic et al, "Bosnian Pt puh1tio n ara fo r th 15. TR. Lu i in the Powe r 
PI x 16 kit," / 111 motifll/t1Jjoffn l/ofLtgal:\Jlntici1l1! 11 8/_ (i pr iI 2U04) , p p. 11 -2 1. 

46 BQsrill and I1erzegovimt (po[1ul tion 42 -): ' P 'l 0 t\ '\ G TR Pupula ri n 
Databa e . 2. (strbase .org) . 
.1' ~ 1i l ov , n [ ub, t I? t aI., " PopuJ. ci n (, n ti [ the 1 :; AmpP / STR IJentifiler Loci 
in Ko. n Albanlans," hIJmloliofia/l olln/tllo I...i!!,cd /pditif/f 11 R/ 2 (2l04), r p· 115- 18. 
oll! . Rubino l al, Ur llclc ' rcquencies f r the PowerPlex 1 ) sm Loci in an Alhanian 
Populati n ampk fmm N 'th e rn h aI) ," j OflnlCl1Q/rormsic SdC'llCC.f 4fi/ 4 (2 01 ). pp. 
998·99. 
~q 1. Veselin \'ie er al, " 1"\11ele Freguencies of thc 15 \mpPI m Identifilcr Loci in 
the Population o f ojv()d ina Prm·ince, erbia and fontenegru," [Illmwtil/lutlj O/ln/tll 

oJI ..tgoiMediciflt 118 (2004) . pp. 184-86. 
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All ta lcl, tbete is bardly a single panicipant 'l.vith out h igb to mediw11 
Croati an matches. Are Cherokees, then, a verv mixed gwup o f Southeastcm 
l ndians dnt took in remnanl~ o f many ex tiogwsb ed tribes such as the 
Cat<lwba n.nd Chcraw, and wert all these tribes admixed \\~th j\Ieltmgeonv, 
J ews, Cro atians, Iberians, Scots-lrj sh, Tll t ks and Armenians? Ho'\\' deep 
historically 1S th e Balkan element in the Cherükee? D()es it go back t 

antigui ty or does it eorrela tc with reeent Europeao in trusion into N o tth 
Ameriea? 

Modal and Submodal Lumbee DNA Profiles 
Can Crnatian roors bc substantiated by Y chromosumal and 

m i tochond rial DNA Hoalysis? .A public Fa.mily Tree D N A p1'O ject is availablc 
whose member stories and D NA Ja ta eoulcl conceiyably provide sam 
answers, but it is curated by admini strato r:; who believe that only ABCD 
lineages can be i\mcr.ican lndian-as we shalJ see, a fallacy. The projeet tide 
is Robeson N otth Carulina Native Am erican; it used to carry the wards 
" tribaI" and "Lumbee" in its name. 

We POÜ1t o ut in Chapter :'1 the slmilarit)' o f the Lllmbee pattern oE 
n1.itocho ndriill baplogtoup di stribution with our Cherokee DNA Projec •. 
Bo th populations are wrpri singly admixed and ver)' cliversified. Same 
rescarchers luve attempted to pick out speciiic clu es and even genetic 
signarures fro m tbc swnm,u-y Robeson County N atiye Arnerican data. 
T hey've m ade claims about Cwatiat1, Jewisb , J\fric;:to and arher an eestties 
among thc Lumbees. Bur thi~ son Qf exereise is problematical. F or insrance, 
it is jumpiog to eonc1l!sions tu iliink that T2 is thc sam e as the "Sephardie 
Signature."5P T he latter is in re;:t lity a very minot T2e1 haplo type wbich has 
becll traced back tu a probable J ewish Eounder fern ale, and which has only a 
' mali num ber of carriers today.51 T2 em braces many other eth nicities. Our 
approach focuses rather on prcci se haplo rype analysis and detailed gen ealogy 
ins tcad of broad haplogroup matc.hes. 

A'? in ather mysteries, autosomal DNA is the key to unders tanding the 
big picture. Maybc some af the cthnic mots werc ban ded down unequally in 

50 Elizabetb C. llirschman et al. ""DNA E\"ideoce of a Croatian and Sepharruc 
Jewish Settleme nt on the N ord1 CaJolina Coa,! Dating from th" l'vlid to Lare 15005," 
I l/lrmafiOlla/ .\oaa/ .'> cirJ/CI' Revimi 95/2 (2019), p. 13. 
51 r. L. Bedford, "Sephardie Signature in 1 faplQgrollp T mi tochonddal DNA," 
E lll'Ofl'tlll j Olfmol o( j -iJlflIttil CeIle!irs, 20,4 (2012), pp. 441 -48 and F . L. Bedford er al, 
"Clarifying l\.!i tQchoodrial DNA Subcl adcs of T2e from Mideast to Mexico," ]olll1llll 
if P~ylogetleti(.f al/d bf}{)/lifiot/tJry Biology, 2, 4 (20 13), pp. 1-8. Actuall)', there are two 
Jewish signarures, neither at nll commo n, distincrive as they eaeh are. BedfQ rd lflbel 
one Converso/Sephardic ,md thc othcr Sephardicl A shkennzi . Both are ddined by 
mu tations withi n 1"2e1. See her "Jewish mocifs" : http://www.u.:uizona.edu 
1~ bedfol'd/sllmmaryl:i.,20oPYt,20motiEs%20etc%20fpd f. 
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male o r fem ale lines, ' ueh a the D f\ (lf shipwreeked sailo rs. ueh a genetie 
i atm e migh t be detee table in Y ch romüsome li nes or surname , but it 

would b invi ibl in fem rue li neage an al rses, sio e males do nu t pas 
nlitOch ndli aJ DN, bave th refo rc constrnctcd an artificial TR profile 
ealled ' :Iodal L um l e " and put this into our autc so ma! data base (l f 550 
wo rld populations, It repre ents an a era e Lumbe 's aoce. try, mor.her's side, 
father':' sidc, all Ji nes, wir.h leading matches. 

Rank World Population M atches 

1 , , :h lppew:! Indians (n = 22) 

2 ati\"e Amc.:ncan - Lumbe (n = 106) 

3 l berian PcruJ.1 !;uJa - Cat'.llao (n =50) 

4 Turkish (0 = 198) 

5 Melun~c.:()n (n = 40) 

6 .olombiao- \ocle:m-,\ mazoruan­ rio )quian (0 = 846) 

7 Je\dsb (0 =124) 

8 p, rush - \{inofe. , (0 = 10 ) 

9 1 ann \mcrican -. asbtehewnn (n==H1'i) 

10 . lomllan ­ ortheasrem ­ amaodt:r (n = 99) 

11 Portu TUt:. e \ladeira (0 = WO) 

12 hamnrm, - uam (0 :::: 91) 

13 \rgcminhn ­ urrienrc: (0 =43) 

14 o ll mbian - Bogara (0 = ISO) 

15 Ye01eni -.noan. (n = 1(0) 

16 zerbaijan (n = 28-) 

17 ~ Iombino - Antioqu i.\ (0 =400) 

18 Po li sh -urthern (0 = 145) 

19 \'\"lure - lifumlil (n == 75) 

20 
21 
22 

23 
24 
25 

26 
27 

28 

,\ r.gentinian - Bumo, \ire~ (0:::: 143) 

avnrian (0 = 155) 

\X'bitl.! - [ Jorida (0 =117) 

I au\ c \m 'rlcan - a k;l n:ht:wao (n =40) 

I iI'pnnic • I urdl ( nrulio:l (0:::: 157) 

\\ hire \linm:sota (0 :::: 160) 

\\ rute. ­ L"\\ York (n =71) 
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29 Rus~iJ. - Vody (n = 60) 

30 _.ao"e Amcrican -l\tinncsuta In =100) 

31 Chcrokce J\dmixcd (n =(2)••1. 

32 Polish Cn = 125) 

33 rolish Cn =136) 

34 ••ari,,\! Amcrican - ~linm;sola (n =191) 

35 Pulish (n =870) 

36 Bra.zilbn - Bahia (n= ISO) 

37 Russia - Ahai Turkic. (n = (8) 

38 Pa.t':lb'Uayan (n = loB) 

39 \\11irc - n"riJa (0 = 123) 

40 Eastcrn Tu rkey (0 =802) 

41 pani..h - ( .antahna (0 =158) 

42 rainian (n =9tHJ) 

43 uba.i (0 = 224) 

44 Hispanic - U.S. (0 = 497) 
45 \X1hin: . ·Mklugan (n =MO) 

46 pani~h . BaJea.ric lslanJs (11 =11 1) 

47 Vene7.1lClan - Maracai bu (n =203) 

48 Mexican - Nonheas tern - Mes tizo (11 =143) 

according 10 

49 
50 

ue\'u Leuo (0 = J-IJ) 

This chart o f au tosomal aucestr)' contalns same expected results but 
others arc rarber surprisillg. Self-i den ti f)~ng Lumbeö will be p leased to see 
that the top two matches and eight ocl1ers are Native Amecican. O f course, 
it is hardly a mystery that Lumbees match Lumbees (no. 2) , bm it is perhaps 
coun ter- intuitive that Chippewa i ndians sampled on the U.S.-Ca.nada 
borcler52 should be the N o. 1 match. Tbe reasoll fü r th is may be tlut the 
Chippewa (also callt:d O jibway and Anisb.llabc) are one of the largest and 
oldes t Ame.Jjcan Indian groups in Norrh America. Perhaps the Cbippewa 
match simplv denates "beJrock" inJigenous DNA) In the top echeloo, 
Lumbee DNA also matches Sout.h American lDd ian s (6), Saska rchewan Fi rst 

;2 J. Ng tt aJ, "Naci vc:: Ame.rican p~)puln.ti pn Dam based on t.he! G lobalfi lcr® 
Autosomal ST R Loei ," FIlfV,7S-;C Jcimcf 11l/~mt1lional, 12- 13 (20 16) ; doi: 
1U.1016 / i.f~ igen .2016.06 .0 14 
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~xr ctcd res ults b ut 
fill be ICll. ed to see 
merican. O f course, 
, _), but it is perhap ' 
n thc .-Caoada 
bis may be that the 
e of [he largest and 

rhaps the Chippewa 
In d 1C tOp echelon , 
I" askatch ewan First 

on thc ,lobalfile r® 
12-13 (2 )!Cl); doi; 

D nulJ . Y:ltd and T erc," \. Y nIe 

Pe pb (9, 23), th ree o ther ClUppewa/Ojib\ ay -ampIes (27, 30, 34), 
Cherokee (31) and Nortbeas t r fexic.a n Mestizt s (48). I n m e ,1po pubtions, 

merican lodian i. th tb ird stWllg<;; -t m a tch, fü llowing lel ung On and 
Jewish anu precedincr E u n pean. lf Oll[ hyp thetica! Lumbee were tO sho 
these results to a ~enate committee, the jury wo uld ha 'e a hard time dcnying 
they are indian ju t as mu ch as Ch ipp \\ as and oth rs a re. 

In what i5 li nd n iab lya mixed ag, \ e note some JE the llsual suspects in 
Lumb e IUsto-ry and nealorri . , along with a few new enlli es. An)' JOe (Jf 
them deserves a chapter--or be tte r, a b ok-t it:e1I. But he re is a quick 
rouf1dup . 

Jews. j ewish is no . in the \\fc.JrLd m atch s, H UllUarian shkenazim n . 
on an e.' t nded l!.lei ba is , n l . in rne mdapopulations Gust ahe~d o f ati e 
American, and below Ca lan and Caucasu) and no. 2 in the 
megap< pubtions. lstae.li Jevv's (n=161) i' no . 5 in th E ur pean-o nl y Lin IIp. 
Yet conremp rar)' LLUn bec_ seem to luve no knowledgc f j ewi-h ancestl) , 
cl pire the fact that m an )' )f their oldes t sumames are d earl of J ewi' h 0 1' 

crypto-Jewi h Jrigin. 1\5 an example, R e1/Rev iJ is a S p ha tdic sumame 
frcJm Majorca in ~ atalon.ia < nd iarseili (Ra cl).5J a Cl'aly wrucb appear. 
on ,he 1790 cen us in Sam pson C unty with man )' ther Lumbee names, is 
Cbl ,a en tian ] ewish farn il ,,5. s suggested in J dP,f (llld J llJ/illl,f in 1317/iJh 

.% nia/ ",erica, B rayb y and B ravebo)' m ay come fr m the ] ewish sllroame 
Brcbois (' from Brabant' ') a P~ ri 'ian Je\ 'sh family. t[LJ h more resea rch 
needg to be do ne alo ng these lines.5' WIe w ill revi. jt the suhject in chapter 
10, "Tb Je\vi h Strain." 

Morocco. 1oroccan ancestry has been shm n to Ge characteristic in 
refugees from the Spanish 1nquisi ' n after 1492, and agai n aEt ,t 1580, heu 
Spain and Po rtugal united , and y t a . n in 1610 afte r per~e urions ere 
increa e dramatically b · th ~ new b ranch o f the f Je Iy Office in Cartegena, 
C lumbia. T his c ent brough [ thousand (l f w eal th ., but fearful co nverso : 

i1 Hil'Schman ::Lnd Yates, Jeu/,f {md M".fiillls. p. SO; f. G uilherme F. iguenboim. Paulo 
aladare' and ona Rosa ampagnanü, DirilJllorio SrftJffldi de . o/m ·JIfIIJII'!. Dicliollofj' 0/ 

l epj/(mlir JIlf'f/OfIJI'S, 2nd ed. (Rio de Jancirt>: Pr, iha, 20 )4), p. 370. 
5-1 Hirs hmal1 and Yares, l mls 01/(/ M I/I/iM, p. 255, n. 20 ' cL I'aiguen ho im er al, p. 227. 
The ( Iede farni l were among roe last Je YS tu be dep rted to the death camp_ Lll1dcr 
Mussoli n.i ; seI: Llliana Piccio(to ;"rgio n, 11 T.ibro drän memnria: (.li ebrei dlfliOrltJli dal/' 
Jlolia /943-1945 W:\o; Mur, Ül, 1991); . amud Schaerf, I ,ogl7ollli degli ehrei d1ta/ia 
(Florence: Is rad, 1925) . 
\$ Hirsc.hman er , I, "D[ r P.~ iJe nce," p, 11, gives the fo llowing a C r< ;u:ian surnan1CS 
found in the .umbec: , nnon , 1' ob r, 'raJdock, Kamper, Pi", as11, Kun rer, 
G I. b), Ko. s, G r.eger n, Sc ggins, ,roms, Shnmate, Hag" Suchocbo , H~ran/in, 
Tolar, 1ckler ami . arri, . le ,lrticl ites \'\!ww.cr acian-geneal )gy.c m/cmatian­
name / cro tian-farn ily-n, ne - urnames, but mal lirlk oes nOl have any of these 
names. 

37 

http:atalon.ia
http:lstae.li
http:fexic.an


· 

, 

Ckrnk~c I)NA Stuuic, 11 

to tbe Carolinas and G eorgia. T hey came by the -;hipload T hcir ad di tion to 
thc gene pool :;eems to cxplain the matches \",,'C see witb: Venezuclan ­

faracaibo (0:::203), Colombian - N ortheaster - Santander (n=99), 
ColombiaJl -Andean-A mazonL'lfl-O rinoqlüan (n::::846), Cojol11bian 
An tioguia (n=400), Colombian - Boyaca (0=120) and BraziJian - Bahia 
(n= 150). 

Tunisian (0=196). A goad cxample of how au tOsomal DNJ\ can 
pinpoin t the exotic i5 thls TunisjaJ) match tbat po ps ur. Tbc Barbary Pi rates 
were lang headt1uartered in Tunls. The c1 ear and present danger tbeg, 

O ttoman corsai rs posed to thc Unitccl States as soan as It received its 
independence tram G teat Bri tain led to the new eountry-'s fil'st war with 
anothet power iJJ 1801. T hese pirates preyed upon dJ C Spanjsb treasure neer 
anel Otll e i shjpping th::tt sailed past tllC treacherous \Vaters of Cape l-latterag . 
Orten th ey bad settlements o r hideouts on share. N ote supporcive IDH tches 
in M uslim countries like T urkey, Greece, Morocco, Egypt, Libya, Syria, 

'lalarsia, Dubai, j\rabia, lraq, Cyprus and Morocco. An al tem,ltive "anc.ient 
thesis" exp lanation would be that T unisian point~ to PboeniciallS and 
Carthaginians. 

Catalans. W hilc just about e\' cry Spanish o r Portugue~e population in the 
database scores a bigb rank in Dur Lumbee "skcleton ~ in th e c1oset," it is 
Catalan that beads tbe list. \X/h y? Colnmbus had man y Catalan connectiOl1 
and may have been CataJan himself by orig in. Catälan sailors and n;\\liga tor~ 

were widely considered the best ~)f thc best. Catalonia was pan o f tbe 
Kingdom (lf th e Two Sidlies, which also includcd tbe Balearic !.slands. O ne 
m ust bear in mind tbar the fir:;t white iah abi ta nts of Nortb Caro l.ina were 
o,ef\\ihelmingly Sparuards. Thc region wa~ lang part o f the provin ce of 
Spanish Florida. Notes one Creek LlUthor, Richard Thomto n: 

ne of th c towns in l10rthcagt T ennessee in thc 1684 m ap b)f Jean 
Baptistc Franquelin was Cataioll. Catalooch ee in H a)'wood County, 
No rth Carolina is not a Cberokee word, bur a C reek \vo rd O1caning 
" Desccndarlts o f Catalou."56 

Croatian (n = 200). 'TI1ere are several populations so nanled, as weil as a 
host of re.lateJ ones. Croacia col11.cs out at po ~iti on #24 in one lin eup 
followed in the next position by Sl(Jveruan. Croatia and Slovenia are cOlln tries 
tha I: bordes on ca eh otbcJ:. 

Italian matcbes are also medium high, including SiciJy and Westetn Sicily. 
The larter !:\vo secm to feileet tbe increasing role o f the Kingdo m o f tbe Two 
Sicilies (1442-1713) in th e nlili tary, mining ,md trade o f Spain, and perh4ps 
relocation and eOligratio n of Siciliws. Thcre wa$ a considerable fligbt o fJews 

56 Richard L Thotn ton, personal COlTIlTIlInicati{lu, j 5 Februal)' 202" . 
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;tod Co nver: ' to Skih' and h aI in the sL'ücenth centl.l ry. I r co uld also be a 
reflection o f P hoenician D N . o me of arthage's mos t po pul us col nies 
were in '\ e t rn Sicily. iillo ther "anci o t the is" possibility are ikels, ne of 
the ca Peoples. rom 831 to 109 • th c weste rn hai f f Sicily ce nstiruted the 
Emirate of Sicily, wi th i capital at PaleOTlo. Large part.'i f Sicily conünued 
after that tO be Iusl im. lt was said rh at if 'O LU hou:;e was b.ris tian you 
r aint d it whit , ifJ wi "h , blue aad if Jus.um, green . 

Annenian. We startcd tbi s book wi th questio about Armeruan matches 
in the Ülerokee. 1n a search for matches to av rag Lumbee Indians, 

rm c: nia - Gardman (n:::95) occupies a hi h rank. igbboring cQ1.ll1trie. o n 
rm nia': tradition al b rder: also crop up: 'astern T urkey, lraq , l ran , Ku ds 

and .erbajjan. large inciden ce f Caucasll s DN has been rep rt d in 
both male and f<.:m ale lines as weU a in aUt()somal rcs ults. T li nk just one 
of these to a plausible historieal cause, a hal f-million Armeniaos \ ere 
relocatecl during th ttoman-Safa id War (J f 1603- 16 18 to an area of 
1 fah. n cal1ed \ Ju lfa. We kno w of imilar laxge-scal reloca tions to 

l kraine (nu. 10 met, population). 
Poland, Ukraine and Romania. With thc T urki sh expansion lC1tO 

Crimea il 14 5, m entans ere forced to m ove west as refugees into 
Molda, 'ia, Tran syhTania and mainl ' to Galicia, now sOLithern PolamI. 

Forgotten Ancestor 
Anomer \Vay to dy a population 's hidden ethnicity is to sea.rch fo r 

mao be to the su -modal or next most common reading, . T he Lumbees 
repres n an op cimal ap plication o f this st at gy since they are of mix d 

rjgins. lany of thcm ("ven proc\aim tha ta tribe m mber is 'half-wb i te, haJ f­
1ndian," as thow:rh one patent \ ren:: white. aoJ the otb r lndian . \'i/ knüw 
that ,dmixtu re is deeper and mo re fragment d rhan that. Match • for "minor 
fa under, ., in this m ix are shown in the ad jacent chart. one can s , 
Croatian i ' at the bulL e o f the European b its, while Armenian is th leading 
megap )pulation. M inus the I ndian id , it's as th ough an Armenian 
busitle" man took a C roatian bad and thi . was tb ir child D te t . The 
American lndian fad . io to the background ami we get a dear p icture uf the 
primal1' nna-American Indian strain tbat "amalgamated" wirh it. 

Rank in CountryI P opulation and Strength 
Europe Number in Study ofMat h 

1 r\lbanian ­ Ko,O\o (n = 136) 49 
2 Croaoa (n = 2) ) 26 

3 1(.11)" (n ::: 1(3) 25 

4 Tmkish (n == 5(0) 20 

5 Bosnia aod Herl.cgo\'lna (n ::: 1,71) 20 
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14 

7 ,.I"mencgro (n = 2(1H) 14 

8 .~crbi:l/V[ljy()djn:t/~I()nrcncgTO (n = 1(0) 12 

9 \'I/c.stern Sicih' (n = (20) 11 

10 Soain (11 - 449) 10 

6 

"MinoIity report" for LUDJbee ethnic Origi.tlS. 

ix o f tbe to p I 0 E uropean po pulatiuns are Balkan. Im!}' and T urkey could 
be counted iE wc recall that un til mo dern times th ey heIJ possess ion üf 
Croatia, Serbia and others, ö r a t lea.s t p ar ts of them . The only IDLltc.h that doe~ 

not seem tu fi t is Spain at the bottom-perhaps this is just a sign that Spanish 
.,ettJement o f ehe Carolinas came on the heels oE Cro:1 tian . Albaruans in 
K osmro , the most T urki sh part of the fo rmer Yugosla\'ia, \\--ith o\l er 95% 
regisrering Sunni Musl im as their religion, is no. 1. Albania was th e jc\'vel in 
tl, e crown o f th e Venetütn Repubuc's Stato da 1\mr (Domain of the Sea 
Overseas P<.>sses s i ~H1 s) , w hieh las ted from 1463 to J797 and included th 
aasts o f Dalmatia and l stria in the north and islands of Corfu and Kefalonia 

in the soutb , as weJJ as Cypms, GrecC(~ and so me of th e o ther cOLlIl tries 
familiar in Lumbee results. Albanians in Kosovo Qjkely Chri sti~U1, no t 
Muslim) consdtute t\vice as stro ng a match fo r Lumbee aneestry as th e nex t 
tier of matches, Croatü, Italy, T urkey ancl Bosnia/Herzegovina. 

Whyare I. talian matches so high? lt may go back to secret co lorues many 
histoüans say Venice plan ted o n tll e East Coast as part o f th eir "stra tegy of 
uodennining Nordic sup rema.cy in the N o rthwes t ls1es." E"e[ since the days 
o f Haakon I , the N o rwegian king claimed all lands tO the l10 rth aod b eyond 
fro m bis realm , in e.xclusioo of a tb er Ch ci stian ruJers. 11U5 included lceland 
Green land aod th e adjacent coasts o f N ortb America. Eventually, th 
Venetian g:unble paid o ff. Tbe N orwegian embargo on trade tram the Ne 

a rld was \Vo rn down. T be Vcnetians kept claim.iug they cOllldplant coJorues 
in the New \'{!o.rld just like the Sparu5h, and thev beld a virtual mo nopoly o n 
maps, bu t what j f they actually did leave a substantial n umber o f Italian s and 
o thers on the East Coast ofNorth Am erica? DNJ\ seem s tu iodiea te tbis was 
so. 

Gunnar Tbompsoo , who was called "Tbe Shedock Holmes o f Worlcl 
Discovery," pur togetber elues tha( may be relevant to bringing ulis chap ter 
of pre-ColLlIll bian his toty to Ii fe: 

W'e clo know that the Veneuans implementecl thei r scheme to uodemüne 
the N urwegians, bee<lnse cl1<:Y managed tomap the Carolinas, Florida 
and rhe Gulf uf Mexieo in tlle early 14th centu ry. In aboLl t the r ear 1310, 
the Ven eti an cartographer Nla rino Sanudo completed a map showing a 
region c.all ed "Tattary." This "Tartary" W'ilS a name tbat 'Mareo Polo used 
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fo r Mono lia. n Sanud 's map, however, this ' T artary" was situated 
Jirectly es of Europ . TI)e con figurati n o f th c( a tUne incl udes a 
southeast p ninsula -Iocida), ad jacent isles (th ntill s) , aod a \ eStern 
gulf (the G ulf Jf 1exko).'" 

he wad el m ap of l\lb rtin b Tirga p ubJished between 1410 and 1420 
depict d on egian, lrisb anel unciaimeel te rrit ries. 

Acco rding to Thompson, the lands call1:d ([bega/Norv ca, AJ bania, 
ew Lnd. Gre, t t lreland , Es to ti land, O wgco, fb rnia and b1' il multitudc 
fother for:'( tten name \ ere weil pop ulated witb new emigrant. after rue 

dev, stating chan e.- b rought abour b ' [he worl el p lague ancl popula tio n 
-o ll apse of 1340-1 60: 

hristian settlements al ng tl1C Eas t Coast consi, ted mos t! o f small 
villages tha t wer built up aro uo trading rosts and hillforrs . r um rou 
carrack c g , and knorrs ·ail d into th oe, rby h ·bor ·. Thes - \ ere 
m;ually , 111 11 essels under a hundred fee t in length ; they \V .r builr with 
keels and wood n hulls w ith oak planks arranged in a dinker fashion; 
they careied a sin:le ma t wi th a COtton o r tlax saj J; and r:h y had a 
stceriog-oar mOlln ted on the starb are! ~iJ e Dear thc stern. "Mer hanrs 
brough t ru m, beer cordage, clo th, and iron t 01 tO the prrwinces; they 
hau! cl back to European ports cargoes o f elried fish, wbale oil. Eu e , 
copper, rar, and wine.iS 

And the R.unners Up Are 
1f WI: 10 k at an ther measure o f ethnic origi and al1<11yz the sub­

modal prQme's tu . >apo pu in.tions, ) nnenian is far and a,vay th s tto n(~es 

match folJo wed by l\fiddle t astern (I". . Turkey and o rth t\fri ca. Ott m an 
lands in d1e r ast), fediterran a n E uropean ( .g. ttaly) anel orthem 
Eur lpcan (e.g. England). The li s t suggc, ts that he Lumb e melcing po r was 
compo ed o f Eno lish, , m riean Indian pani h B al kan, ut'kish, Armenian 
and other ex ric inrredi nts . m l1g th latter was a pincb of Berber, ]ewish• 
l\ mb ;U1d even lalay. tue o f th . population scem to have a marke I 
male bias, such as the presumcJ pi rat -origi oa ti n~... T unisians. Tbe)' are th us 
invisibl . to detec ion in m it chondt-ial studies whic.b sho o nl) female bnes. 
The A rmenian and J e, ish c nt ributions, 0 11 the oth r hand" m to have 

-, JUl1nar Thnm ~()n, -,"Nret Vqyagu (R~dej~h; Lulu, 201()). p. 90. 
- ThompsQn, p. 11 J. lost academic scholars today di smiss ~llCh pr --Co llunbian 
discovcties and regarel [he Vene ·<ln maps anel tr 'aris s like tho~e nf I icolo Zen, 
Ramu io aod ~1. -cian Rossi as armchair rra 'el antI mVlh rn thcr (han tme geography 
wd ~ci cncc, e.g. E lizaberh Horod \Vi h, TI}f Vmeti<71/ DiscoI'!!!]' o/AIIJmm: eo mphü· 
[1/10yjl/lllioll (md Pnnf Gi/Illre illlhc .'{ge (1 . "rollI11m (Crunbridge . 2018), pp. 153-55. 
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included forefa thers anel foremodlers of thc same ethnie origin. In o ther 
wards, some earl y emigrants came aJi single men, some as family groups. N ot 
a1l colonists came over t:wo Gy t\vo like rhe anjmals on Noah's ark 

strikiog conseqlleJ1Ce v f these analyses is the fact that only E ngli sh 
heri tage rem ained in the minds of Robeson Count\' o ld-tim e.rs. Lum bees 
seem to have fo rgotten m ev had Mieldle Eas tem, Jewish, Balkan, Spanish and 
ltalian rootS unti.l they purposd r (,,,nd pervcrsely according [Q som e) 
rescarched eh ese strains in thej r hctimgc. Man )" Lumbces today are llot q uitc 
p repared rtl acknowlcdgc such findin gs, even when hard sci ence we.ighs in . 

Co uld J\rmenians and Croatians bave settl ed in la rge num bers logefber in 
early Nortb CaroÜJla) 111C shaclQw o f bnth ancestties loom s large in both 
Lumbee and Cbetl.>kee alltosomal matches. Wie have already noted 
movem ent o f large numbers o f p eoples thro ugh Dubrovni k. Were 

rmenians and Croatians cver fellow travelcrs in htsto ry? All answer i 
suggested Gy an artide titleel "Am lenia-Croatia Relations."59 10 it \\Te learn 
that DubrovniJ, \vag th e nerve center of Croatian -Armenian con nectio ns, 
particularly at tbe tilDe o f Lhe ltalian Rcna.i ssance (1 400s and 15005) . Among 
inhabitams o f thc Adriatic ci ty-s tate d uring that pcuod are a num ber o f 

menians. Saint Siais<!, the patro n saint of Ragusa, is a foutw-century 
Armcn.ian saio t. There is considerablc cross-pollinatio n bet\veen C roatiao " 
and A m1Ctüans in matters o f religio n, philosophy ancl business. The Ragusans 
take. a ~pecial interes t in fello,"\' Catholics in the O tto m an E mpüe, leading to 
the estabüshmclH of me Mekhitarist O rder in Vienn a. 111c latter institu tio n 
has pubbshcd over 20ü boo ks in the fields of h mnartis ti c srudies and the 
natural sciences in the Croatiatl language. A Cmaüan, the Jesuit Fathei Josip 

ifarinovic (1802-1884), published thc fi rst modem his tory ofAnncni a in the 
Wes t, plus an cntire li br::J. ry o f works on Armen iao geograp hy, language, 
national biograph)', cus toms llnd politico -rcligious subjects . 

Where There's Smoke There's POOF 
Maybe (he C herokee were only a minor force in a great puJJulacing weiter 

o f penples in tbe So ud1cm Highlands. That is dl.e thesis o f Richard Thornton, 
who h as discoveted even more unusual additio nal ethnicicies. A respected 
voice for C reek l ndian tradi tions and cliversiry, Thornton lives in a ho use on 
the eas r:cm end of the Nacoocb ee Valley n eat a sac.red ~ite cruJed the AJec 
Mountain Sto ne Circle. As a yo ung man, he trflveled tQ Swcden, studied ar 
G eorgia T ecb and went on a fellowship to M e.xico. He lectured around thc 
Southeast () Il Mesoamerican architecture without knowing vcry much a t all 
about his own C reek heritage. Thcn, Hjstory Channel's 1-12 network 

; Q World Heritage Encydopedia. rmenia-Cromia Rclatioos." avaiJable at 
http://www.world journal.ürg/arti cJ es / eng / Annenia'YIJ E2%80%93 Cr()atia_ 
relations . 
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Donald . Yat'" and "re ' ~ A Yat" 

pr miere a n seri. ti tled m lica nearthed and tappe him fo r the 
op ning epi 'ode call d " m riean i\byan eerets." Tbomton's bold findings 
abou t srone ruin. and loea-styl.: termc s in G corgia help cl th h w bccom 
one of the 1 'ghes t rated ever. 

Ricbard TJlOmton at rhe iWcient sit ofCoosa ,risited by Hemando 
(Creek name Kaush e, modernwday Rome, Ga.). 

owaday aft r eollceting se eral feathers in his eap as weil a.' h is share 
f brickbats aod acaclemic pute! wa s, T b rotC)!1 i Principal hier for the 

Coweta Creek C ofederacy aoel pt< duces se eral 10 ely foUowed w bsites 
on hist rieaJ preservation and Cre k archeol o~y. 1n the pas t he published 
mucb of hi w rk in an" sletter ti tled eüple oE ne Fire (P 1') also 
\; ribng a series f articl n cces enealogy; now hi' main infonnation 
sitt: i ehe blog Tb Ameriea R ealed, ami he is rkin O' on a new b ük 
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Iwerel oecupleJ by 
tbc Chemkec wert 

wirb tbe tide Tbr Nafü'(! Almricmls q!Ce{)/;gia {md tliei,' W'ords.(·o Anlnng tbe tribes 
0 1" nations he has wri tte.n aboLl t in Tbt Forgo/tw HiJ/o:J' oj l\TOIth Ceor:gitl, his 
best-.k.no wn book, are:61 

1. 	 Uchee (also called E ucbee and Y ucb i) , who se Qrigins be traces to the 
ami of So uth Sweden in the Bronze Age. 

2. P a racus, Satipo, Conibo, Shipibo, Cash ibo, A shinanka, Chiska, 
Tupi, Pannan , So ud1ern Arawa.k (South Ameliea) , 
3. Cbo ctaw :U1d C hickasaw. 
4. Maya, To to nae, Huas tee, Tamaule, T amale, ZocJue, Pima, Cbüotales 
de O axaca, T o lteca (Mesoamerica). 

Taino , i\rawak ... All indigenoll s peopJe~ of Cuba, H ispafl ioJa, 
P ue rtü Rieo, Virgin lslands, 

lth o ugh T hornto!1 is in terested in the o riginal Peopl e of O ne P ite ot 
C reek Cn nfcderacy, that is, the Alabal11a (Alibamu), Clliekasaw, Kaushite 
(Upper C reeks) , and A pike/ f\bcika (Up per Creeks), lw rcscrves his greate::;r 
adm iration for tbc K ingdom of the i\palachites, a cnnfcderacy ehat tJourisheJ 
until thc earl )' eighteellth cell tury before (he asce.nd ancy o f the Creeks. Tribes 
in alliru1ce wi th tbe kings o f .Apalache include the A palachicola , Palachicola, 
Florid" Apalachee, Coweta , C usscta, O geechee, C usabn, ]tsate (l tza. 
('li tchiti) , Koasate, Oeonee, O kate, T amatli , T amahiti (Tamahitans?) , Tamali, 
Toasi, Tuasee, Chiaha, Taskeke (Iuskegee), T uskete anel TaIa~ee . 

Thortl ron li kes to remind those who think G eorgia was horne only tn 

Cherokees ancl Creeks that the C reek Co nfederac)' in 171 7 induded the 
fo llowing disparate allel di stinct groups: Tocasee, Tuckabatchce, Culasee, 

ulJawhee, O akfuskee, E ufaula, llape, P ee Dee, Hillabee, Talwaposa, 
Tal lapoo sa, Etalwa, Shawoee, Savano , Xuale, Suwanee, Sawakee, Saw::Ite 
(Sautee) , Sawakli , A tasee, O l attah no chee, Pakanahuere (peachtree) , E cbete, 
Yamacraw, O kamule-ke, Okmulgee, \\!estü, Boh uron, T bamacoggin 
(Tamakoa), Keowee, TIl loplocco, Conchakee, Ho n raoasee, Hontawekee 
Anawakee,62 K ataapa (Catawba), Satipo an d Santee. 

61' See Tb <.' Ameri cas Revealed (blog), https:/ / apalachen:seateh.com/. 
('1 Richarcl L. 1.11ornton, Tbe PorglJlleI1 Histllry ur Norlh emgjn (N.p, ; Americas 
Revealed,2U16). 
(,c. The_se otherwise unknuwo Indians lem !beir name ro Anawaika. or Deerbcad C OI' C! 

in DeKalb Co., Ala., a white settlement founded b) a small group <Jf mterrelated 
Longbwlte r fmnilies from Tennessee. Pmminent names inc1udeJ Adkins, Austin, 
Blevins, e agle, Buffingwl1 and Steek Cagle Ce.metel) lies at thc fuot of Sand 
Mountain and is O\'erJooked by Fox Mountaln. 1t i5 dj fficul l tu reach and has 
preRclved a sense of being Icft beh ind b}' timt. Fe\\>' ,-;sitors nouce, bur thc Qriginal 
cemettry undoubtedly made usc o f a sizablc: pre-existing lndian m ound. Since rhe 
Cherokee did nut build mOWJds Deerhead Cove ( o uld not have been pan uf thcir 
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J\s far the place of th Chcrokee among th s tribes, Th rnton vrites: 

In 1794 rite fedc.ral . \.l \·e.rl1 men t gave th c Chewkees mo st o E no rtbwest 
ami n rtb CC I) tral Gco rgia. 1n thc moul1taino us ,ecti ms of rhis new 
Chero kt:e tinn rother ethnic gr up- . T h ir na me' . urvive as thc 
names of mountrun " r eks and ri ' erSt There an: TI1lafüJ{:,{; I /~J tme berokee 
pfort !lalllCJ i1l tbe clJlire . au/bel?! Hig/JIandJ. F ro m th at cl , y forward, ehe 
fcd 'ra] govem m en t label d the mi n( ri ties as" hcrokees... . " Because 
of tb .r relati veJ)' smaIl nu mben" these mino lities wete fu[ m r li keJ y to 

have uneeal . tbeir lo eati( m from Fe era,1 an :-i t.ue troop ass4:,.rned tu 

rou nd ur th e Chero kees . Howevcr, \7irtually al l their deseendan in 
Georgia tnday call th rn.eI e Ch o kces. Ph '"ica lly, (hey bear li ttle 
rc . emblance tu Q ualla Cherokces.i,1 

Li ke thc Creck, rh Cherokee are not the deseendan ts of a sm lc 
indigenou: tribe aecorclin g to Tbomto n (sec Chap. '11 , "The Invention of tbe 
.bc rokee People") .1> 

From Annenia with Love 
s ea rl~~ a. 2 L, after aseries of articles amounting tn a virtual declaration 

of war on hist ry and anthru[1o!ngy dcpartments I r lO rnto n tu rned to A rab , 
Armcni:m : , l cl ) ttoman T urks in th e Sc u t 1 rn Highland:, D rawing 
attention a 1693 E nglish map aad a 'r fl eh one from 1 01 , h claim ed 
th, t "w ' st rn Torth Carolina, ea 'te rn T ennessee and l10 rthem G o rgi a 
[wer Ioceupleel by a mix tu re o f'M us kogeans, Sbawne < nd ce," an that 
clle eh ro kee w re 11 0\ h ere to be seen . . I n 1693," h writes, "the Creek 
rowns of J\ pal, ehe and ltsare occupicd tb e 'acooehee Valler f Georgia." 

The evidence we have aecum uLat d strongl)' sU&-<Yes ts that m any o f the 
ancest rs f tbe C b r kees were h risrians or Jew s fr m ca tern 

. (1 , roJia and [beria, but rhere ere ue fin it I, so me Mn Iims . .. . T b e 
G orgia Cber kees had an Arabic name fo r th eir band anel sp ke a 
language tba t mi .'ed Tu rkish, Sr ani b, Heb rew, rabi , Creek, Du tcb 
and l \lgOI1YUln \\lo rd s.'" 

homeland. 'O,e fo unding fam.iJj e~ did d rum m all amo llntS o f .herokce bl cl at the 
ti me, thuugh. ce http;/ / fil ... lL~gwar ivcs .net/ al/ dekaJb/ c >Olc t rics/cagle.txt. 
~j Richard Th( rnton , "Chcn)kcc D J ," on A cess ,eo alogy: https:/ / 
\w/w.accessgcneaJogy.com/n, Live/ cherokec-dna.hun . 
M )11 the Cn;ek confeclc:ration set: Ste co C. H ahn, Tbe l lllv!IIliotl rf tbe Creek l o/üm, 
!670-f 763 (Lineoln: U of ebraska P, 2(14). 
65 Richard L. Thorn ton , "prom J\m l enja with Lov , the Cherokee o rlJlccüon," 
Peoplt of ne Fire: htrps:/ /p a r ie ~ ne fi re.cnm/ frtJm_'lnneniu_with_love.h tmJ . 
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Earliest dep icced Southern indians resembJe ~fuscees (half bJack). Tbe 

Ch ristians," and 
during the Tu 
another 2 '12 rnill1 
T urkish general 

ccupying thcir 
rsian 1siamic 

Armenü n 
possible 

eedham 
cb lIrcb and bel 

English in "Virginia portrayed the first native peoples they encounteredin the 
Arnedcan Southcast as dark-skinned, mllscul:lI and scatllcsglle with 
European andAfdcan features and cur~r hair. They were dressediIJ aponcho 
and wore a pointed hat, 1lke Pcmvians. This was du: same as dlC Pluygian 
cap, characteristic of aJl inhabitants of Aaatolia and nations fanher east 
according to :meient Greeks. I t was later adoprcd by Creek leaders. John 
Ogilby and Arnoldus Mont3Dus, Virginiae partis australis et FJoridae partis 
ocientalis ... (London, 1673). 

\Xlbat about An11cnians? "Th e atroci ties committed by Islam.ic armies 
from T urkey and northern Africa dllring the 1500s and 1600s," Thornwn 
wri tes, "dwarf the sms of th e Span ish Inquisition." He points out th at in 
1600, "a third o f tbe Ottoman Ernpire's population was composed of 

xplore uncJl 
irnportant 
cenrory. He \\ 

(,l. Sce Appendix 
tCl' t . 
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i statucsque wich 
rres 'cd in <l poncho 
I1C as the Phrygian 
~cions farther ea t 
'reek leaders. lohn 
; el F loridac partis 

b\' lc;bmic annies 
1600, ," Tbornton 
points ou t that in 
\\'a: compo<'ecl of 

D ,, ~ lJ . Y~tCS ond c=. A. ares 

Chri<tians,' and 'at least 3 million Christian and Zo roastti ao civilians died 
during the T lI rkish inva 'uns in the 1 S '~, 1Gd, and 17'h cen tu rie ,\; b.ile at least 
ano rher 2'/2 m illion ver made slave In just one Arn1eruan pro inee, a < • • 

urki h general killed over 250,000 Christian civilians several ~ . ecks after 
ocellpying tbcir undefend cl land s. In thc province around M un t . \ rarat, a 
Per 'i3.O lslamic arm y e\·ieted over .) 0000 Chris tiam f(()m their land~ 

because Mo unt Ararat was mentiuned in the Q uran." 
So me o f the refugees came to 'o rtb lJe ica, Thomton argues< Most o f 

ehe gaUey slaves in the Tmkish na I \ er Christiam from conquered lands 
such as II tria, Hungary, osrua and Croatia. D uri n, almos t continual 
\\'arfare along re]jer1 u: lines, a mixtw:e o f Prote laO Ch O. tians, Easrern 

hris tial1S, l ews and l\ uslirn prison es \"ere tak n on as capti\re labor by 
panish ships \ h n c\'er the Catho lic Hapsburgs won a batde agaiost the 

Octol1UJ1S, D lJ ch or English . 

Btick Church, Giant Bell, White s and Blacks 
A key text for ,o rti ng ut these c mtJiccing claims is the rcport fa jou rney 

taken int the im erior b. Vi rgl nians Jam ~ ' eedham ancl G abrie! Arthur in 
1673< TIle 0 ,ngli shm en's travels are d crib cl in a I tter from A braham 
WOl> I 0 J hn Richards, da ted ugust _2, 1674 App. A).66 This do eum ent 
is e8sential L fo Uowing tb tuml il and clash of cuJru res on the Southem 
FrQ ntier in tbis earl r peo cl< A mys ten us brick church with a giant bell is 
m oti n 'cl, aJong with wh ite men with lung b earcl and a towo of black 
peopl . Tho rn ton thought the descriptiun ', eern d to be a G eorgian r 

rmen ian rthodux hurch." e\ 'e seen in rbis chapter , ome of the 
possible reasons for a l rge influx of Annenians. Butwhere exactly did ]ames 

eeJham see such sigh ts? Whatg >graphy undrli th ir reports? Tbe brick 
church and b 11 have radicionally been loclted in Tennessee< Th se details 
hm'c becn ci t as pro f that the h erukee er situated upstream f r m 
these" hite fo lk.' , But careful sifcin o f dues places thci r location in a 
surprisingly different location. 

he backgr und f cl:r se early r-p rts o n the as tern onh f\mcrican 
interio r r vol e. ar und A braham ood< 

in the intere ts o f de\Teloping the c1eer and beaver fu r trade, be s nt ] ames 
L eedham amI G abrie! rtbu r, an indentured serv nt, wirb eigh t I ndian ancl 
f ur horse wes tward [rom F t. Henry (p resent-da ' eter bu , ' irginh) to 

explore lIocharted lands< \ ' ood wa resp n 'ible for three of the most 
important t;, p!orations uf th e Appalacbian MO lJn tains in rbe seventeen th 
ecn tur)'. H e wem n bi s own trip witb E dward Bland in 1650, he moun t d 

66 ee ppendi;; \: "Letter from Abraham \'(lood [Q John Richard~" for rhe original 
[öL 
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thc Barts and Pallam expedition of 1671, and he dispatched Needham and 
rtbu r in 1673. Po r man~' years, th e N ew Rivc l' \Vas known as \'{iood's River. 

ccording to the report \~ood sends back to London, Needbam and 
Arth ur \\lerC provisioned with supp1ies für threc monrhs. J\fter a false start, 
tbey left F t. Henry on rb e 17th of l\Iay in the yca! 1673. O n thc Occanecchi 
T tading Path they meer "with tll e Tomabitans as they were jou rneying from 
ye mountains to \Te O cchonechees." The Occancecbi T rading Path linked the 
e:nglish settlemen ts with tbc in terinr, starting from acros~ the river trom 

JamestOwn. Por long stretches, it followed at fi rst the E nQ River. The 
T omahi tans offcf(~d to accompany \X'ood's EogUsh party to thcir horne 
te rti tory and its capitaL " Ye Tomahitans wellt (lway, and my two men with 
them . . . they jo nued oine days from O cchonechee to Si tteree: wesr b) soutb , 
past rune civers and creeks which all end in this siele ye Jl10unta.ins and eOlty 
them selves in ye east sea.' 

n,is rou[c \\'o u1<.1bave taken tll e party in a soutllwesterly Ji rection aeros" 
the Piedmon t. They woulJ bavc passed the Yadk.in and o tber rjvers tbat flow 
eas t in to thc i\tlantie. Siucrree, the rnidpoint of their jOllme:, aod " last town 
of inllilGitance" presumably lay sonw\\'h cre in Catawba COull try, pcrhaps 
. etween presellt-da\' Charlutte, N.C. and Spartanburg, S.C/,- Ur to nuw, rhe 
adventurers had ni ne days of raul er ~sv traveJ. S m after Sitteree, \\Iood ~ays , 

mere was " not all)' path further untiJ they came within two days joruey of ye 
Tomahl tans.' 

Tbc)' go due west toward the m üll!1tain!; and in four days reach a divide 
N'hich takes them ab ru ptly from tbe Atlantic watershed to tbc G ulf 
N'atersbed. "Ye ridge U pOI1 ye top is not abvve two b undred paces over; ye 
decent better then Oll tlli~ side." T his was probably a ~pot un tlle Eastcrn 
Cootinental D ivide simj lar te.> (o r tbe very same as) me famous gap near 
rLghlands o n the W >l')' [0 K cowee i_n So uth Carülina, on tbe present bOlln dary 
between Ge0rgia and North Carolina. It cüuld bave becn Cowee G ap itself 
(elevation 4,199 ft.), a mountain pass bctween f-ljgblands and Cashiers in the 
far southern par t uf wes tern N on h Carolina. Cowee Gap forms the 
watershcd between the CLilIasaja River and CbattoQga Rivcr \ alleys, which 
belong to the m uch larger Tennessee and Savannah basins to the west and 
eas t, respectivcl )'. 

pass like thj s is latcr described by James Mair, who says a uaveler eao 
pour out water fro m a jug nnd half will BQW west ro th e Ohio and !\'li ssissippi 
river vaUe)'s and evcnruaJ ly iote.> the G lllf of Mexico and half escape via thc 
'avaonah Ri\'er into the Atlan tic: 

(.7 Da\'id G. Moore, C%1Jlbo Valley Missi.rsippiall: Cmll/lics, C!;mll%Jg, alld CO/OIII/JO 

]ndilll/s (U of Alabama P, 2002), pp. 31 -34 . 
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UlltJ)', pcrhaps 
l'p tu now, th e 
rtt:, \\"(Jo d says, 
l)'S iQme~' of ye 
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\ ee Gap itself 
d Cushicrs in ehe 
. ap farms the 

tcr \' I1c\'. , which 
to the we t and 

lays a tr \'der can 
, . an d \1ississippi 

al f cape via the 

From th head f the ' uthem branch o f Savanah-river it clo Do t 
e ce cl haI f a m i1e to a h ad . p(ing of the Mi. sisiPI i-watee, dlat nl11 S 

r.hwugh rhe m idd le and upp r part· (Jf the h erake nation, abo ut a 
n reh - v st cour e,-andjoi.n.i ng otherrivers, theyempty them, eI LO t 
th gr at !is . isippi , TIl above foum, in, is caUed " Herbelt " ' pring:" and 
it was natural for . tran r rs to drj nk there f, t quench th irsc, g ratify thci r 
curinsitv, a oe! ha e it CO ay they had d rank of th' Pr nch waters.~ß 

The CLlll asa ja River t\lmbles down ehe mOLl n .ns [ro m a prmg near 
Highl nds and joins th Li ttl T nnessee n e::u- FrankE n. No,v at any rate th e 
vO'ag r. , ce in F rc11dl teratory, n t E ngli ·h. T hc Prench Broa River, rather 
fa r to the north o f thern bea ts witness t th is fact At the tim (f the rep rr, 
h we\'cr, neithee F r neh nur Ch erokecs . eem tu be in eviclenc ,Thc travelers 
deo cribe th region as wild ~U1d track! s. 

In hal f a da)" tbey o m to lc cl gro und a fter conrinu.ing w sr. "Th water 
runs to the n rth ).les t." They ar nQ\ ' on the o the r s.ide of the div ide, T hc)' 
continue wes t eveml days w ith "straggly" hills t th . nordl and cro s fl vc 
fo rdabl , shaJ l . w, "pebbl '>' avers f1uwing to tb e no rthwes l. Thjs lay f th 
land p rfeet! : deo cribes rth G eor 'a t puo-caphy. 111e rj\.c rare p ro bably 
thc H iwasee rt Iy, O e e and thei r ranch s. 

Ir was ruggc terraio, "By thjs tim they have lo st all their ho es b ur ooe' 
out so much by thc bado ess o f the wa bu t by bard traveI, oot hav ing tim e 
to f ed." T he m r impormot aspect uf ch is su t ' b of dleir jo umey is ab , nce 
uF inhab itan rs. There '. no path uncil they c m e " it.hin t\vo days (lf fi e 
Tomah iraos. ls ir ju tified to c n lud ' that this part o f [ rth eo rgla, Iater 
the hear of ehe oJd Bel wa dep pul, ted at tha t time? t cenrunly d id no t 

tbe he r k e:", 
ft r enterin an area witb g rca t gam e, tbe T m ahjrans lead the Virginians 

on Cl c mtinued we t\va r ' course: 

fAlt ye end of fi fttecll dayes frö m irtere they arive at 'e Tomah.itans 
n r, being Gth civer fro m ye moun tains . this r i er art ye T mah imns 
[Qwn eemes to run mor w ted) than ye other tl e. This ri \TCr th v past 
in canno s ye to\: n being ea ted in ye o th r ide >u( foure hundred 
pace.~ hroad above ve ( o\V [1, w ith.in si t, ye h rse th y had left '\ aded 
onl)' a sm all chat eU swam, as they e re ve ry kindl}' enrertained b them, 
ev n to addo ra tion in thei r eerr.ll.ll01-U e <. f c . llnesü:s and a stake \vas sett 
up in ye middle of :e towne to fas ten ye ho rse w , and abo und::mce o f 

James f\dair, Hi.i/(}~y()Ilh~/-l!J/erimIl 7!1di01r, d. Samuel Ce It: '\ il liams Q(jhnsoo e i tv: 
Watauga, 1930), pp. 242-4", Thi. place \\'as named fo ( Maj. J>Im 1 e rb rt who made 

map f " her kee oum ~ " in 1 715 after accompam ing 01. torge e hiek n on 
an expediti n ir1tö the Tcnoessee country. 
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corne and a1l U1~anner o f pulse wi th fish, fi esh and beares oyle fü r ye hot, 
to feed upon and a scaffold sett up befo re day for my two men an 

ppom2ttucke Indian that theise penple might stand and gaze at tbem 
an d no t offend them by th ei re th rong. This towne is seated on ye civet 
side, havcing ye clefts o f ye river o n ye o ne side being very high fo r it~ 
defen ce, the a th er thr ee sides trees of two foo t o \'er, pitched on end, 
t\.velvc foo t high, ao d 011 ye topps s cafold~ p laced '.\I idl parrapi ts te, 

defcnd thc walls <l nd oEfend thcire enemies wh ich men stand on to fight 
many nations af Indians inhabitt downe thls rivcr, which runes west 
upan yc ~alts wbich they are att warre with e and to that end keepe ooe 
hlU1dIed and 6 fty cw ooes under ye col11mand o f th eire fti rte. 

Ü ux travelers are now witrun the pale o f civiJizcd sociery. 111eir hasts 
cOlne.! h ave been, in fact, thc bighly civ ilizeJ i\ palachites, wbose king '<It thi 
time was Christian (chapter 9). "A ccording to archcologists, the most 
thOrollgh invesrigatio n . . . phces th e Tom:ahitans aro und the \' icinity o f 
presen t-day Ro me, Georgia." This was tbc heart o f the Coosa chie fdom, 
which had been abandoned after Soto . Archaeo logis t Grego ry \Xlasdkov 
suggests th l1t ebey were a Hitchi ti-speaking gra up , probabJy a sp li nter tra m 
the O cutc paramount chiefdom on the O co nce Ri ver whn mo\' ed t<J th i·· 
vicinity in tbe late se\, entecnth cenwry after the fa ll o f Ocutt:."69 1n 
co n traclicrio n to this iJentiJica tion o f Tomahi tan Town as O1'iginally Creek, 
however, we must po int nut t\\ln facts. F irs t, in many of tbeir migration 
sturi es the Cherokee say they cross cd fo m ri\"ers going inland from thei r en try 
poin t on the sea before reaching the Prom ised Lan d, wh ieb they called Tah­
mi-tu . Second, T ah01 ittl is th e Egyptian word for the Sea Peoples.7 f1 

We'J1 re~' i sj t this subject in a !ater chapter, whete we'U propose that thc 
T am,lhitans may have been Cherokee al"ter all POl' DOW , Jet us simply guo te 
Thom3S Smith, a prim e source for Ch ero kee history abC)llt 1820, who 
des c r ibe~ thi s wilderoess in th e folluwing term s: 

The \Va)' was so (i teadful tbat if G Qd had no t led tbem, they could nevcr 
have got th ro ugb. After cmssinll th e fourth ri ver in the man ner 

("1 Rubbie FrankJ yo E lhridge, FrOfll Chicaso 10 ChirkoSOJJI: ]IJe l:::.flrojJl!OI/ 11111osilJ!t (Chapel 
I-ü lJ: U uf Nortll CaroJina P, 2010), p. 86 . Cf. Greg()ry A. \Xf:lSelkoy amI Bunnie L. 
Gwns, Pkmtalio1J ../JrroaeoiQ!f) " I Rilürt' all:>..' CbifflS, co. /72500 1848, Archaeological 
MQn()grapb~ 7 (Mobile: University uf SQurh Alabama. 20(0). 
11: Richard Thornwn has a different interpretation. See. "11-11" Secrel Histor.) of 

ortheast i\Ja bama": bttps:/ / peoplcofonefi rc .cllnl / the-~ecrc L-history- () f- northeast­

alabama.hrml . 
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Donald , Y;1tCS lUld T crcsa \ . Yate; 

m n cio ned abü\rc [Eu relin"'l th y carne ro th country which Gad h ad 
given thern; and calltd the to vn \ h re thcy first ce t I Tah -m i -ttl.~ 1 

Georgia on My Mind 
The site o f Ro rne i \ hcre he C o sa, 0 . tanauJa and E to wah civers 

meet. The E li ja . Ri er joias th COOSU\ a te and then rbe Co na 'auga co [, rrn 
me Oostanaula, which m u t luve been the si.xth rive r Ero m the mountains, 
for eh Coosawaree and Co Isa ri er system are th first tu b oriene d in a 

eSt\ arcl d ircction ra th r than a no rthwe ' terly o ne, The travclcr: \ uld ha 
eac untercd ir and th Lt ' en ter cl th T o rnahi tan.' horne co untry two days 
disrance from their ulti m are destination , Thc eap ital \Va, a m aj r comm ercia l 
center wirb a strang fo rt 0 0 a eUEf a nd "one hundred . n fifty can e,," 

all [ fl/wioJ/ ~ hapel 
lk()\ ;Iod ß o nnit: L. 
18. J\n:baeological 

Sccrt:t Hi lO uf 
iWlfl -<J t - tl< rthea l -

Allante 

Rj,-er ofthe Tomahitans aod route ofGabdeI Art1wr andf ame Needham to 
their capita1 (001 Romc, Ga.). Green .<öhading shows Coosa drainage. 

I X'illi~m L. c\ndc:r n '[ al, Tht Pq)IfIt-Blilrirk Ptlper.r r 'Oll"" 1, 2, J (Li nc In: U f 
" brnska P, 2 tu), p. 21 3. 
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At an)" rate, tbe lwds dowlltiver were do mina ted , tben aod later, by the 
A libamu, one uf the foul' origin al Peoples of O oe Fire. lliibamu appears t 
be a name derived from rbe Arabi c language, mean.in~ approximately 

ninhabited Land Where Paths Are [-lard to Find , an ervmology consistem 
witb tne trave! [cports. O ost:mallia or UsranaJi , wb.ich Cherokee and Creek 
folk etymolog1es gloss as "River of Small Stones, or G ravel," can also be 
interp reted literaily as pure C reek: Oll -s tal1-;lll.ra '\vbere th ere is gold," the 

verhill n r Upper Town Cherokee transposing r für / (as in T c.halakee fo r 
Tcharakee, the Lower T owo proouncia tion). Thus we have two clues from 
place-names that point to o ne-ti me O ttom an or :Moroccan contro!.'2 Tb 
p resence oE Almenians is !)() t out of the qucstion. ll1cse clues may, however, 
point to deeper histot'y. 

Tbc Alabama River nnitcs Witl1 the Tombigbee to furm the M obile clnd 
Tensaw ri'7ers which discharge into .i\'1obile Bay. This is a land of lo ng­
stan di ng mixed cultll ral influences that gave b.ir.th tO 1v[obilia.o trade jargon. 
Mobile and Mobilian can bod1 be del"ived from Arabic roots . lt was a con:.idor 
-raversed sa um tn north by Tihanama l ndians, who ranged from F Oft 

al to n, F10 cida to th e G reat Lakes, making Tennes~ee a favori te stopping 
placc.n From the perspecti\re o f tbe A pahchites it was tmnJ\, occupied by 
unsettled, lawlesl> tribes, some of them cannibals (chap ter 9). Here we hear 
accollnts o f the bearded folk. According to Wood's rcpon: 

E ight cl ayes jorny down th is ri ver lives a w}1ite peopJe which have long 
beardes and whi ~kers and weares cll)thing, and on some ofye nther rivers 
lives a hairy people ... . 

Thi ~ is tbc tl rs t men tion of a white peu pl e, who speak a strange Jangllage 
anel h.we m an)' blacks amo ng them. A remming Tomahitan teUs \'(/ooel later 
on: 

. .. d1at ye white people have a bell which is six foo t over wbjch they ring 
moming and evening and att that time a great number of peop le 
congregate t.oga tl1er and talkes he knowes Dot wbat. they have man 
b lacks amo ng th em. oysters and man)' a rb er shell- fis.h , many SWiJ1C and 

72 The G reek is: O u ~o·nlv o.uQcx, phnnetica1ly Oo-esran-aurn, O ostanaub (with 
aJ]owance made für the Upper Cherukee dial ect). We believe this deri\·ati oo is sirrlilar 
to the Turki sh cDrruption E is-tan-PQI " l:;tanbnu l" für "T he Ot),," in Gree.k, tbe 
c.apital of the Byzantine Empire conquered by tb e OUomans. We ko()w that the high 
ll f6ciaJs and ad mi rustratOrs uf lhe O ttomans a ll spoke Gn:ck. "Thjs included tb 
mari ners, bllrcaucrats, g<.wernurs and rnirung cnginccrs, \vho \Vcrc almost alwavs 
Christian. 

n the Tihanama, see Donald N . Yates., Tue Higb/v AnTI}}); l/7"i,d(lIR alld Jlo~y/rllilJg 
.fmIR T&IIfJfSsee ~· TihtJf1amtJ Peop/~ (Longmom: Panthers Lodge, 20(8) . 
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Donald . YI1,,", und Tore." \. Ymes 

cattlc. T heire building is brick, ro cTom ahittans ba e a rnonge~ t them 
man b rass pu tts allel ke ttl es fro m m re g;aUons to th irt)'. they ha e tw 

mullato wam en all ye \ b ite and black peo p l tb ey take th y ur to death. 

'I bo were the ' e wh' kered whi t people with brick bnildi ngs a nd a la rge 
beUanel bla k p eople am ong the.m? H \ far down the j\ labama River were 
they? Oy t r annot survive in freshwarer, and iE the re~ renee is COHeet, 
n (a mistake tor a fresb \vater COll . in oE uyster' , the bearded whit men must 
MV been C!O e tu Mobil Bay. Thi was the en u)' point for ren h 
cu lonizatino effo t concenrrati n o n rb e mi ldl G u lf oast a q uarter of a 
C otury la r. But o n th ther hand, is M bile Ba)' omy eip;h t days downriver 
from Rome, G corgia by anoe? 

Tbe whisker .d peopl e o n the abama Ri,er ar ~ unli kely tu have been 
French-unl S5 fro m an Llndocum ted, pre- l 699 in trusio n inro the regio n 
( ee ebal te r C) ). Qr a r the, likely to ha e been panish. Th rn ton , \,; ho is 
an archit cl, points Oll[ m . panish did not b ui ld fronri er set tlem 1ts out f 
brick , onl~' o f day and wattle, except fo rts. Aüd they h ad set their nu si n s 
al'Ound TalJahassee as he farrbest \ es. tbey w uld etde o n the ulf Coast 
and farth es r nurtb into tbe bin re rl ancl . T he whiskered p 0 Je w ere bvio u ly 
nut Jews r Muslim:., a they scem t fn llo w Cb ris ti an customs and ea t 
shcllfish and consum e po rk. Perhaps they reali · were l\ rm enian . ? 

Rolleall of T ribes 
TI1 rc is m o re t d iges t. . ood 's letter was Eil cd a year afta the e 'peditio n 

set forth , ~U1J "m r pel pie retu rncd affecting lüde." T he rest of tbe letter 
relates Gab ri el rth ur's trcach mus murder and describes .h capri ity o f 
J. mes l et dham , wbu va. f rced to participatl' in the T omabitans ' wide­
rnngi ng rampages. I t b comes c1ear tha t these' rraders" vere al so robbers, 
s1a\1crs and murelei"er ho rangcd ur and d wn a lawI S' swa tbe i.n the 
interiot. TI1is z oe ext -nded fro m tbe middle G ulf Coast to port Roval in the 
'aro linas and nortl1\. a rd in tO the i~nawa Ri e r valley and \ hat is now esr 

Vir~ini a . 1t was no t an ideal count r, fOt es tabljshing trade relatio ns, as W ooel 
confessecl to hi. spa n .. o rs up front. 

The Soutbern H ighlands and tll e river basi ns that lead down to the G ul f 
~ nd Atlanti coasts wete inbabited by a m ix o f p eaceable trib s, war.like 
kin:,,"doms and band~ o f la. less renegades. Their names , as rt:co rd ed by the 
Frcnch, include, acco rdi ng to Richard T h omton: amahi tan, W eesock, 
1\1 nec() l1 , l oasati, Kaskinampo ("Man)' W at:t:i rs" in Koasa ti) , Shipikesippi 
(nu\\" kn Iwn as th e Holsten River, Panoan fo r hipi People) , C hiska (pa noan 
ur Bird O ao, a Sou tb Am" rican g roup , coincid cntall eh nam e f the 
' hcrokce ßird O ao) , Tali klla, Cataloochee, 11 lsvpeleacipi alias OJigh in 

(J\ llegan) Chaskepe, Agoa , Ossnchil , Coweta, K. llshite (Coushatta) , 
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Ch icb saw, Apike/ Abikas, Apalacbe/ Apalachee (It<;a Maya), A paJach icola, 
Cbaw()wanous (Shawnce), Caoui tas, Co uih , Taogana, T ionontatecaga, Esaw, 
\'{ 'ateree, Conchate7, Katapas (Catawbas), Taskogan, Ta.labouchi 
(falJapousa) . Tetes Plates (pla theads, Choctaw), M obilians, Tapa, Natchez, 
Padu01.h s, Pani oe Paniases, Natcbitoches, Washas, Yam asee, Al tamaha, 
Chitimachas, Taeru;as, U chees, Biloxi, Chatos, Naniabas, Towasas, Tomes, 
Pensaco las, Pascago uJ as, Alabama, Cheraqui and Chalab. 

)f the long li st only the la St two nam es designa te robes \vho could 
possibly bc Cherokce p eorlc. T chalaka is a Shawoee weml meaning the 
" people over there, rhough perh aps no t Ji reraUy."-,j Apparently it is an 
adaptati on o f the Cherokee ttibaJ mm1C T saJagi, as is also Cheraqui. Thc 
Cherokec rhemscJves say thc o rigin al name was E sheJokee, a name 
reconsrructed from G reek, E theloikoi, "Vohw teer Set tl ers.''Is Tchalab is 
noted o n d l C 1684 Jean Baptis t dc F ranquelin map of North Amcriea al1d 
placed in 11 loeation o n tbe Li ttJe Terul essee River, up stream from the Iater 
site of tl1e E nglish Ft. Loudon near Knoxvil!t:, T ennessee. Cheraqui appears 
as a rown on the headwaters of thc Savannah River on th e 17 17 De L'lsle 
map. 1t is pcrhaps a later seltlcm ent. 

Such arc thc contentiou!i traces v i Ch erokecs in a vast sea of otl1eJ 
Indians- Apalache, AJgonquian. Creek , U ehee, ro\'ing bands of Caribbean 
tndia.ns aod o ther sll tprising groups. Somewhere in tl1i s same mix are Arabs. 
Moo rs, Armenians, Jews and Croats-forgorten populations which do nOt 
survive in tbe same pI aces today except sllbmergcd in the genetic recoru. 

fter 1 ROO, tberc was room in the white man's sketchy versio n o f frontier 
his tory only for Ch erokee, Creek and a few o rber tri bes. 

''Don't you wish we had a time machine?" asks Tho rn ton. 
T be answer is: Wi e dn. It's ca.lJ ed 0 
The next chapter p uts ll S firmly in tbe driver's seato 

7 4 lnformarion of P:llIJ RlC'selJ; on whorn, see Donald Pan th~r-Yales , ,-1 I\JI!f)Joir if 
Cbie(TlI'f, If'/bitr Feothm, e he rokee Chapbooks 2 (PhoelID:: Panther's Lodge, 20 10). 
75 D onald N. Yates, Thr Cbrrokel' Orii" Nanytlil~: AlllhnJ/ic h>.:/ ~l IViJjj(J'" b/(bollki' 
'Ybf Red Mol/ 's OrigifJ" lPi/}) No/es (md lIJ/I.tlra/;oflS (Chervkee Chapbouks: 2017). T he 
Grcek-Eg) puan-Phoenjcian genesis of the Cherokee in rbe thi rd cenrury BeE is th 
thesis uf Domud N . Yates, OM W"orkl Roo/J ol /he O)/'/'Okl'f Ocfferson: McFarland, 
2012). 
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