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1 MIXED RESULTS 

Amhropologr demands the open-mindecl.ne s \ . th which o ne m u t look 
and listen, record in asroni~hment and wond r that which ne would not 
ha b eo able to guess. 

- Macgare t {ead 

The final phase of ur D A p ro jcct Gegan enrolting parti cipanrs in 2014. 
Thc)' cam Fr m all walks of life <lnd e\Tcry p, rt f tbe country. D iana 

IcDargh, a caregi Ter for ch ild ren with .-peciaJ needs from hio, ~ as th 
fi,· t. ince th b giunings f D J\ te ting, she ::lod her broth r James h::ld 
wanted to tind u jLlsr to r theü own p rsonal knowledge wh ther their 
gencti cs matched th ·· r genealogy. The)' bo th iden tified as AmericaJ,l indian 
and ALican eri can and tho ught oE them~elve as Cber kees. t\ great­
gran hnother ha walked thc Trail o fTears. In Mmch of 2008 they sem in a 
sp cimea w dctermin \vhat their mitochondrial D coul I tell thern ab ut 
their mother's mother's m t her's lineage. I t came Gack V, a rare baplogroup 
in the wo dd. Tb same story Wl uld be repeated 0 er cl o\' 'r again. 

0, do Diana andJ ames ha e ative Arncrican ances rry? T heir autosomal 
res ul . indicate he~1 do , e n if a L[uestio n mark hangs . ve r thei r mother's 
haploO'coup. l\merican lndian is th ir 00. 2 me , populatio n and the} have 
match l' to Cherokee and Lumbee. There are ab high match s to fri can 
ancl frican American popul ations . T h ir case is not d issimilar to other. 
discu . ed in thi · b jk. D i\' ersit)' i ~ an old story with Cherokees. 
~'hat's oe\\' i· the r le played Gy , u t . o mal [11 , tches in c eating a mo re 

complete picture oE tbat diver ity. iana took our D A Fingerprin , an 
autQs mal test, in 20! 3, and her Eu.U-auce trv matches wen" updat d w:ith 
More R/:o/ eeop/e, the book 'ou are readi ng. D Co nsultants has been able 
LO make "ignii ic.mt strid s in the number and , riet)' of p pul, clons in its 
dambase. In a big leap D rwa rds we brougb t th number of N at.i \P Ame.rican 
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CroK"C DNi\ Studie, LI 

to bes/nation tested to a ver SLxty, including three Cberokee populations, üne 
oE wbich represents enroUed members of tbe Easrern Band of Chew kee 
Indians. 1Z 

How admixed are Cherokees, when djd admixtu re begin, and whar were 
th e hi sto ri cal highlights for admi.x turc befu re they were rcmoved Erom their 

ppalacbian homcland and becrun e a fo rmally consti tuted Native American 
nation? How much A merican Jndian DNA do enroUed Chero kces have as 
opposed to non-federal ly-recognized Chcro kees? Do Cherokees have Sub­
Saharan African li oes? Jcwish? 1-10\\1' old are m ose strains o f aJmixture and 
haw Dllltually cxd usive or compatible and tcibalJy "no rmal ." 111ese are same 
of the questions our participan ts deserved to know the anS\vers ro if allswers 
weIß passible. 1-.1any bad been debarred from bei ng considered Cherokees or 
even of Am erican Indian descent Oll the basis of DNA results. Some were 
c\'en mocked for c.1aiming America.n I ndian ancestry. Even if the)' were not 
intel'es ted in becuming a member o f a rribe or actively pursuing thc 
con nection, their identi ty, sense of belonging and self-cs teem were of 
paramount in teres t and consideration . 

Before the p llblica tiun of enrolled data, DNA Coosultants ' in-house 
sampIes represented tb e o nly trib ;ü referenee population. R'<citingly, d1ese 
limitccl data did validate and eonfirm one wh(,le group's tribal origins- the 
W es tern Cherukee Nati on o f A.rka nsas & Missouri . Ths tribe's execu ti vt: 
di rec to r, Mur! Dean Pierso n, wIote to us shortl y a ftc r we inttoduced nur 
Chcrokee DNA Tesr in 2014. On Juoe 1, 2018, his tdbe concluded a ON 
ease study with 26 members taking the test. AU had geneaJogies on fil e 
docwllenting Cherokee o r Western Cherokee/Old Sertlers ancestry. T he 
results wen! analyzed in a long report wotten by Lauy DeWaync \'(Iingo. 1t 
showed that 21 mern bers ur 80'Y" of\\1es tem Cherokee membcrs had a high 
match to U.S. Cherokee A dmixed (n=62), tb e flfst avaiJable dataset, and 
100°/.) of Western Cherokee significantl)' matched the secood Cherokee 
population that came on strea lll, U.S. Cherokee Admi-xed (0=92). Mcm bers 
co nsistendy al~o matched populations like Native Am ericao - ~chigan 

(n=29), N ati ve Am criean - Lumbee (n=106) and N ati \'e.American - Floricla 
(11=105). 

Ths was rcassuring newS to r the Western Cherokees, and their autosuma! 
matches began to shed same light on the wide divers.ity of participants in 
Phaseill. 

GradualI)', some commo n enigmas "vere emerging \vitb :lLltosomal DNA. 
O r were they possibly errors? Call it tbe Cber synd rome but a majoriry o f our 

\2 u.s. Cherokec Enrolled (n=33) data a.rc part ()f 3'1 rribes pllbljshcd in a major study 
b\' J. Ng c.-( ~J , "Nätivt: Amcrican PupubriQI1 D ata Based on the Glo balfilc r 
Autosomal STR Lüo," F(lrmsir JOWCf Intmll1liollol.· Gelleties 24 (Sept. 20 1 C» e 12-c 13, 
doi: https:/ / Joi.org/ l O.1016/j. f~igel).2 ( 11 6.06.CI1 4. 
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, n majOlls Cherokees wer rec iv ing high m1cru an matches- yes, 
rmenian, n t m erican. That \Va, a new popul rion no t , , 'ailabI b fore. 13 

On thc ilip side of th e i sue a few customers wbo bad 0 0 \\;ay at alJ tu ha e 
tlJl)' e\ a rid ancesrry g t Cherokee as a t lp match i \Vbat \ as going on? 

Jan Franz's Genealogy 
O ne of the "seer t Armem, os" was Jan F ran7, , nd her tor)' is revealiog. 

fter testing her mitochonmial D , she took the au tosomal D 
Pingerpcin t T st s f llow up, aod it I rO llght c n more surprises . Born in 
Florida ami o riginaIJ ao aJop t , 'h di d not me tb r bitth prtren un til sh e 
\ as in her thirties . Her bi 10gi al IJ1 ther \ as the fir- t n teU h r she had 
Cherokee heritage as eil as Scot -lrisb and ther nati oalities . 

"1 knew before that," ays r ranz. "TI1ere's no explaioing it, 1 jusr kn ' . 
B)1gpip mn ic always gav her g ( e bUl1lp:. ln her teen growing up in rural 
'irginia, he r d, s mates called h r "ha lf breed." She , <> re f '!atber e, rrings and 

dyed her auburn hair biack. In 2008, she married Chuck Fran z, abo pan 
herokee, in a ttaclitional bondjng ee remony at Yah 0 ~alb, I en tucky. TI ey 

both became aeti member f tbe Piqua Shawnce T rib e, which aceprs 
adm ixed nari f a11 back round . 

In rb ' years since then, th . litigation parale ya] an I artist buH ta famil y tt e 
that ('oes back to the 1() Os. She veri fied h is to rical figures kn )wn r bave 
intermanied with d1 e hem kce-Saullders, Sizemo re and reen- aod 
traccd a number oE Melungeon co nnections a~ weil as Menno nite aod 
Peno 'lv n ia Du tch li oe" ne conne tion on h r m )ther'. sid snake~ back 
to Jonathan G r enblank t Gr en. a St::"neca chief who si!!ned the Buffal 
Creek reae", of 1788 . Chief Green was marrjed to B rsv Jemison, who,'e 
müther was - fary Jemi o n )f ' captivity narrative" farne in 'the hi sw,y books. 

Franz rnitochon 10ft! 0 , as te. ted in 2012 in Phase TI an came out 
Hila. This ye ry o ld 'ubdad o f f (tbe most common Eurnpean üneage) is 
found ac((y s most of north ern, c n tral and eastern E urope, b ut al'v in 
~emtal sia where it migh r ha e been propaga ted by lndo- urope n 

migrati n . Franz'" ra 'c fo nn oE it L unilj ll T bi means i cxact set f 
mutation is on matchcd anywhere i.n the w( rld, at least ae ording to rer rt d 
d, ta o trictl \' speaking, we an't sar it is more comm n hete o r thete, or d1a t 
it likcly c m e frum an' one r 'on o r ountry. Llcb rari. ha been a 
regll larl y ( ccurring e eo in the 01eroke proj ecr. lt was ttlle o f Diana 

I T he i\ rmenian populatiun data set repre ents 0 sampJe. Fr m 404 uurclated 
imli \-;duals [(:.siding in four hIStorieall; nncnian ref,';nn,: 1 U5 i odi \-idual~ from rhc 
r\ rarat alle>. , 1 rmenia, 95 from ardrnan, zerbaijan, 103 fn 1m Sasun , Turkey, and 
l!l1 frQm L<lke Van, T urk , . R. 1 . Low t') er al, ":Regi( na lized Autusomal STR 
Profiles am, n Armen! n roups Sugge, t D i5paratecnetic lnfluenc S, ' ,/l",enwl/ 

](I//nlol o[P/!}lsical . ·/III!Jmpology 146 (2011), pp. 171 - 8. 
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' herokcc D~A SttJ,h~, J] 

,1c.Dargh's V. Again and again, the haplotype matched 00 one-unlcss it 
possibly m atched ot.her Cherokee dcscendants. 

As a preU mi na.ry step to understanding her unusu.al m itochondrial 
haplo type, Pranz's ma ternillli ne was carefully traced in vital reeo rds by Oll! 

nealogists. T he. dcsecnt Jed back to Elizabetb , who mawed a Way (Scottish 
~urname) , ancl whose female descendants were registcrcd as oon-white in 
~O LJ th Carotina records. H ere was a robust signal o f African and Amcriean 
l ndian mixtu re. f\ term frequently enconntercd fu r such a m ixture in cDloniaJ 
history is 'Mustee., meanjny; baJ f Native Ameri can, bal f Afdcan. 

l[o Ul cr: GruI A.nnette G recne (b. j 940) Fill. 
Grandmoth er: Ludle Aurora Futch (1914-2002) Ra. 
Great-grandmother: Daisy Jvfc.Arthur (18%-1998) F b . 
G reat-great-gra ndmother: Martha L. (Lul u) G reen (b. 1879) S.C 
3r<LGrea t-grandmotll er: Louisa Wade(l 86 I - 1920) S.e. 
411 '-Gl'eat-grandm o th t t: Mary Wh }' (b. 1839 d. May 30, 1920). raee: 

5
black/nu n-whi te, o ccupation: midwi fc, S.c. 

t "-great-grandmvther: EJizabeth Wal' (maiden name unJmown, b. 1822, 
.e.) 

TIle traiJ disappears after Elizabeth. Blacks are no t nam ed in p re-Civil War 
records. So, E lizabeth 's genealogy becomes unttaceable. \'i,/c speculate her 
b usb;lOd m ay have been Joseph \'Va)". bom about 1808, in South Carolina . 
ll1e res t of Franz's trec has firm mots jn parts o f G eorgia iobabi ted Dnce by 
Apalache, Yamasee, Uchee aod Creck Indian t.ribes. T here is a small 
possibility of Chernkee connectio ns witb her Sa(u)ndcrs &'lmiEes in N ortb 
Georgia, though this can probably be di scounted. Othet\\iise, no definite 
Cherokee aneestor can he identified. 

\\fhen the company addcd more au tosomal populations in 2015, Franz 
retested. Sbe had bebrutJ to "usp ect she had Middle Eastern ances try in 
addition to N ative American . Her m u ther's mother, we learnecl, was narued 
Luci Ue Aurora Futch (a co rruptio n of Fuchs, a Gennan-] ewish sl1J:name) and 
bad jet-black hair. Other etbnicities started to come io to focus. T hose oames, 
I to ld her, were an important elue. Usually geneaJogy is about SLl rnam es but 
)ometi m cs it is abOLl t female 6 rst nam es. 'Md ungeom, an ethoic group from 
thc same Tenocssee/Virginia region as the Cherokees, were fond of gi\'ing a 
daughter a name tb at scarted Witll L u- o r Lou-. SCLlttlebutt says it's a [emin der 
~ ur ances tors corue (rom Lusitania, the anci ent name for PorrugaJ . Consider 
L ucinda, l.ouise, Lucille and Luctetia. Bizarre farms like Louhanna (thc 
Blevins and Bolling fami lies) and L ud nderella (the Cooper family) and Lu ta 
Mae (my wi fe's Box fa mil)', ariginally Fox) are known to occur. Revealingly, 
Fran7. 's Somh Carolin a and G eorgia branchcs include the narnes Lulu, Lovey, 
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Lurency anel Luvancy.' I n a tater hap te (, \ e will see the explanation for 
tb se wi ld f1ights o E fan ' in pala be ln ian naming tradition. . 

H o m1 nian doe. Jan P ranz ap 'ar b(: ace rclin to aut soma1 
DNA? In her m gapopulacion index, crneni ~Ul c( me. u t ar eh ver)' top 
and 1-liddle E a t rn is no. 2 ith meriean InJian followltw a th . no . 3 
res ul t n f four Armenian populaci ns, ar man zerhaijan, is very 
hi h. jU:it b low Afghan T LHkish and Cheroke • and in ano th r seeti n o f 
her rep rt, rmen ian is dl n .3 hit. lt eum s after rd1 rn Jreland and the 
1 etherla.nds (b h well adduced in her eneaJ )gy), and ir j full \ LI by 
England/'\ ales , f rancc, ~ cotland , ktl , and Portugal-nation:ili tie. also 
. ttongly r pr ented in her known ancestry. Pranz teIls us she is no t aware of 
any m1enian c n n eDons in h r family trec. 0 oth er eompany' tes tiog 
implicared rmerua. 

J\bour the sam time as dU ers\' was b rewin anada 

ACIl1enian woman. Prokudin­
Gorskii Colleclion. 

Cber. 

14 )[hers Fr< m uur family lust ry flies a r I'~O ll An n, LOll l~ ll a , LOH '1.:/1 , LlHlJdl • 
Löudi Bell , 1 ui sa, L ui:a A nn, Lnui se, I uisiana, Lmuza. (.ouverna, U Vlce, 

Lou \-r1na LO ' i , J ,Q\rida, U'\ i ovin Lu,1.IJ .. n, Lucetta, Llcia, r,lIcille, LucimL, 
Lucinda, Lucr ua, Lucy, Luida, Ll I' , r.ura !\[ae, Luna, LUt'a, Lu r na, I ,1Iticia, Lu \'ernia 
anJ Lu\'ina. Thi () S n()t includ middle nHmes. .fy (D(JOald ate ) OlOlhe r's nam e 
i ~ Bes ie J. lIise, My sister's is Bett)' L ui:;c, , fale Jlames as \ eH are SOIl1 omes chose n 
für the same reas n : LOllie, ui s, Lu ie n, Lucius, Lud o\'lc . 
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C her's famil) 

The Chcrokee-Armeni an co nfusion Ied us tO investigare the genealogy of 
ne entertai ner Cbc.r. Where d id she get A lm eruan ancestty? Was sb e 
hero kee tLH:)? W'e.re the two strains som ebow mingled in her family rree? 

\'\-'as there any reas<)1l why A m1cnians shüu ld be d rawn to ]jve among o r 
m arr)' Cbero kees? TI1e superstar at one time c1 aiOled she wal; ()ne-sixteenth 
Chcrokee o n her mo th er's side. \\Je conductcd exac tin g genealogy research 
to dig up S(>01C an~wers. 

T hc GodJess of Pop was botll Cheril yn Sarki~;j an, 1:vI.ay 20, 1946, in El 
Centro. a so uthern Califomia town near the Mcxican border. H er mother , 
Georf,ri a Holt, was an occasional modd and bit-part actress who clajmed 
lrish , E nglish, Gemun and Cberokee ao ces try. Her famer, .lohn Sarkls ian, 

tmenian Am erican truck dri,' er \vi dl drug and g:Imbling p roblem s. 
He was p ur ely Armeniau . 

Cher's m o ther was reportcdly born Jaclcie Jean Crouch in Kensett, 
Arkansas, June 9 , 1927. Yet no census record n amlng her co uld be found fo r 
1930, when she would have been threc, u r fu r 1940, when she woukl han 
been 13, fi ve yenr!' befme she was said to have married Jo hn Sarkissian, 
Chcr's father. Cher's matcrnal grandmother, Lynda I nez G ulley Croud1, i 
cC]l1 aJ.ly sketcluly documented . SlIpposedly. she was still living in 2006, w hen 
she would have been in her nineti es. We tell genealügy research cusromers 
no Q O L can have hidden consistently from deceonjal cet1sus talers $couring 
thc co untry, who began their jobs in 1790. E verynne lea\res signs th ey were 
here. But we were fran lJ~' snunped bv Cher's m o rJler and grandmother. 
Perlu ps rJ1 e 1950 federal census, scheduled tü be made [? ub li c in 2022, will 
th m w light an th ese mys teri es . 

r\.s usual, m en are easier tü find in rccords man warnen. Cher's m aternaJ 
g randfarbcr was a cinch fo r llS to t.race. He was Rny l\laJJüy Crouch, boro in 

rkansas in 1905. Crouch di cd in Oklabom a City in 1969. He \vas supposedJy 
17 \vhen .I ackie .I eao (ur G co rgia), Cher's mother, was born. Hjs b ride, Lyoda 
1nez G ull ey, wo uld luve becn 13. C rouch's Qccupatino is given un cem us 
records a~ pastr)' baker. Acco rding to publicity info rmation in later yea rs, he 
rnoved fram town to town looking to r wo rk and tau,ght his young daughter 
how to sing a.nd play guitar. A t G, J ackie J ean was performll,g on an 
O klahoma Ci ty radio s!:,'lUo n, and by 10 she bad suog w1[h bandleader Bob 
Wills and bis T exas Playboys . J ackie J ean said in later yea.rs tha t shc attended 
17 ju nior hjgh 5cho01s. 

According to a cunsensus of in fo ml atiun. th e fa tber and daughter settled 
io a rundown one-room dwclling in Los Angeles. Teenaged Jac.kie Jean 
wü rkeo in a dOll ut shop. She m arried John Sarkisian in 1946. T bey divorced 
a year Iater, rcmarried in 1965, an d divo rceJ again in 1966. Cheri lyn was bom 
in I94(i. f\ r() lInd th is ume,Jackie .leaD changed her nam e to Georgia Pelham . 
A fter divorcing Sarkisian, sbe had severaJ more h usbands: Chris AJcaide, 
John SouthaU (with \vhom she had daugh ter Georgeanne in 1951), Joseph 
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Harp r Collin , ert LaPiere, and Hamilto n Holt. G ilbert L 'lPiere legally 
adopted Ch eri lyn and G o rge we, changi ng theit I st names to LaPiere. 

Chef's rno01 's genealo y is a quagmi re, but it's been a1ian tl ' 
ree nstructed b T,\ 'iWarn Addams R itwie.sner,15 lt es back ten "l"enerao< os 
aod could conceivably comain a very smalJ amoun t of Cberokee. Let\; 'e ! 

Did e her Have Any Cherok Ances try? 
T hete are argum uts for and against her's merican I ndian adm L,ture, 

her'. f( rehears 0 0 her mother's sid . app~r uniforml r aod consistently to 

be c t -L:i ~h , co tti h, lri h, EnglL h , :T rman or DLHch. Some oE the 
families inval cd weJ' p ione rs who rnig rated acr ss th Mi ss L irpi fr m 
Cherokee lands in Tenn sSl!e ab ut the time o f Indian Remo :al. am s in 
( her's famil ' er e thar app~r on h er kee r IIs inclucle B ok ut, art r, 
'\ aldro n (Waldu n), " ebber, Robinson , Moon, Cla.rk, Peatce, Green, M ore, 
Bames and Sr \.\'0 . 'I11ere ar man C ro uches on ehe roIls, But une sea rch e, 
in vain t r reve ling marriao­ pa tterns Q[ rcpeated alliance between part­
Cherokees in the same pla es. Ch r's mat a al ane tc rs djd no I t th ' grass 
gro unde! rueil' feet, 

I f h r was one-sixteenth Cherok e, at least o ne of her eight ma ternal 
great-great­ r ndparent a. pO' , ibl, hal f her kee. '\ e faune! their names 
on ensus reco rds as r iLliam Howard C r LI eh, Mal r on Bookout, iLliam 
Martin Green, Julia l \nn Bryanr, Thom, .. G ulley (b . 1836) , Deli Iall Dona.ho 
(b . Georgia, an c St lW lrish) , freclerick F l'itsch (b. in G ermany) and Mar , ret 

nn Sr va.rt (b . HßS in Ten n. of Sco ts-Lrish parents) , one of th ese ca.n 
ha e be n even one-quarter herokee, thü LI h , mucb le .. a half blood, given 
the tinles und mig ratio n , E ren if fo ul' o f them were, liberallv timate, o nc­
sixteenth Cherokee, totali.ng u ne-qua rter in mat genera ci n, eoming down the 
gen l:ations that would m ke Ch ( 1 /64. D oes dlar c unt? 

, len ~' sugges ted in our bl()g that ,h r migh t t have an Cherokec, 
a reader name I Annit, J. (Ta, lor) Fulton repliecl, almost indi m antly, that our 
in formation as inco rrecr: 

My grö t-grandfather, Si las n reen and Ch r" ~ reat­
grandmothe.r, Laura Belle G reen were bruther and sis ter. ü m great­
grea -grand fatherwa, Cher kee and hi s father had more herokee bl d 
bccall e of his paren . I have this cl cumenta tion in my famil y hisror '. 

her is listed as my 1st cousin, 3 times remo\'cd, I thin k that's 3rd 
cousins. \ . e b:l\Te n ver met, alth U 1 1 \Vati told that one o f my fi rst 
cousins bad been in contact with her', müther. We r ame fr m 

"An e tr\. uf O ler," http:/ / w\Vw.war s.com 
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rkansas, my great-grandf:Jtber fro m Indepcndeoce COunty and la ter 
O Uf family settlcd in lzard County.16 

A s \\Ie'lI see in a later chap ter, e\"en chiefs ancl eld ('r~ am ong d1e Cherokee 
aro und 1820 had as lütle as one-eigh th . Passed down tbe generations to a 

cenuan t born in 1960, this would make him or h er lcss than one-percent 
C berokee. 

Armenian Side 
n tbc o ther ~ide , her father'!" Cber's Arm cnian ancestry is plain to see. 

O ne can easi!)' reconstruct it with standard genellJogy searches, censu 
records, sbjps passenge f" li sts and bi rth and J eatb reco rds. Her fatb er, John 
P aul Sarlcisian, was born March 23, 1926, in Oakland . CaliJomia. He lied 
January 28, 1985, in r-resno, CaliJo 111 ia. He was a.ll l \ rmeruan and h e spen 
much of his life in f\onenian co mmuni ties. Celeb ri ry trivia: he was nameu 
j\rchde Geo rge at birth . .H is father, George, after whom he was named, had 
arcived in New York from Tu rkey on the S.S. P hiladelphi a on September 26, 
1909. lt was th e heigh t uf the ~eCünd major o utb rea.k ofAnnenian massacres. 
Jo hnny's moü1er GUll e ovcr \Vi th her paren ts in 1912 during tbe third wave 
('J f rbc geno cidc. O riginally nam ed Sirano L1s ("Beautiful") Dilkian , sh e 
ch anged her oam e tu Bhen che in dle new country. She m arried George 

arkissian in 1917 in [.' resno . N oussapet, Siranous' mother. also escaped. She 
adopted the nam e Lucy in A merica an d d ied in Fresno in Septembcr 1972 a t 
the agc of 94. Like o rb er famil )' members she was buried in Ararat j\rrneni 

m etety in P tesno. 
Johnm· Sarki sian wen t to technical sch ool in Presno. Thc Little Arrnenia 

sectio l1 of fresno was a g reat magnet fo r Armeniaos. I t reprcsented the 
immigrant wo rld portrayed in m any o f \Xfilliam Saruya n's "\vri ti ngs. Today it 
boasts an Almenian H eritage M Ll seum. Ar01enjaos who escapcd th 
Massacre of 191 5 joined relatives i.n commuuitic!i li ke Fresoo and took low­
paying jobs picking Eruit o r working at canneries. M a.ny never wok tbe 
trouble to Ica rn Engli~h. O ne cens llS taker tho ught Cher's grandparen ts 
spoke j\rabic. Nexr door were puo r J apanest: , l tal ians, Hindus and Mexicans. 
j\rmcruans were not cODsidered whire and eligible fo r citizenship unti l a 
CongressionaJ decree o f 19ü9Y' 

Cher has confessed tbat for m uch of her li fe she lid not feel strongly 
co nnected tO her l\rm eruan heritttrz:e. T hat cbanged when she traveled to 

16 Commcm , einred August 5, 202() , "Cher thc cHal fBreed ," blog POS! dated ~"ta(ch 


12,201 9: https: / /dnaconsultants.com/cher-the-half-brced / . 

17 Aram Gboügasian, " Ho\\' Armeniao-Amc.ricans 13ecame ,\X1hitc': ,\ Brit:f History," 

Ajam Media CuJleCo\rc, onli ne articlc at :htq's: / / aj ammc.com/20 17 /08/29/ 
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l\ rm nla ( n a humanit:uian mission in 199 while the countr) was ar ar 
witb Azcrbaijal1 . In 1985 she had n able to eonverse \,rith j umalis r Tom 
Vartab dian in idiomatic rmenian . 

Who Are the Armeruans? 
If h erokees someho\V intermarried hist ricall · wirh menians today 

they have IlU memory o f it h ieb is surp rising, [o r j\rmenian cultur is quitc 
di stinctive. Aaneniaus a re a national PT up that can b rcUy b mi:;tak en for 
any ther. c genecic trait~ ur rmeni:tns came together in the Late Bronze 
Age and thei r characteris tic genes hav survi ed intact with li tcle foreign 
admixru re for three th usand years. N p p ulation LS pu re (that's why 
per en ta Ies are an ill usion), but th Arm nians corne ver)' clo, . 111e 
population j olare w e know as A rmen ian took final hape when dl ir ancient 
homeland wa d ivided bc een the ttom 1 T ucks and the Safavid E mpire 
in I ran abou t 5 year~ ag , and it ha n't anged rnuch sin e then.l ~ 

I n tbc Genocid f 1915, T urki:b authorjci killed m illi( ns uf 
Arrneruans,lc:a ing ool)' ,000 o ut of an stimated 2 m illion in p lace >D th 
eve of World ~. 'ar 1. Tb e piti les mass executiüns caused an xplosi 0 o f 
refuge s to f1ee Turke ', among them Cbe r', fath er's fa mily. 111<:: largest 
di a pora etdem ms today ar' I )cated in Ru' 'ia, th ruted tate:, F ranc , 
Georgia, Leban n, 1ran Germ ny. yria, Ukraine, Turkey, Azerbaijan, and 
Brazil. Ther are round five mi llion pe()ple ith fuH partial rrn oian 
ancestry living outsid of rmeDia. This is more than the number of 
Am1enian ' \lho re ide in th ir Id horn \an . lt is a heartlan divided [oday 
between th Re ublic f nnenia (form erl y part o f the USSR), 'u rkey tu the 
west, Gt:o rgia t th e n< rth the de factu indep ndenr R pub li c Jf rtsakh 
and Azerbaijarl to the east, arld lr n and l\zerbai jan's e 'cla e of akhchivan 
to the ~outh. 

l\ccordio ~ t his tnrian, th e Armenian trac!e diaspora \Va' en more 
influentiaJ man that f Jews. lt w m or stable than J "\Vish economic activit)t 
since rm ruaus had tbeir o wn nativ<:: land. hrisuL n , unlik· J ws, 
emigTant Armenians were n t pcrsecuted outside the ir homeland or 
communi ties , and it was e y to do bU:lne s wid1 ther 01fis tians . r111 ' man 
rrad . e lCompa cl both 'erland and maritim m utes. I t spanned the wo dd 
from hina, [odi,t and th indian O ccan to tbe America , .1 9 T he 
circumsrances favclling (01enian mcrchanrs \ eee ob j u ' . \Vi ch the ri se o f 
Islam, Armenia ecame a Chri sti an i land in a fu!im ocean . rmenians' 

1 ~Iarc H, her er al, • Gent:tic E "jdt:o e fo r an rigi n of th!: Armenians fr n1 Bronze 
,\ge Mixing (lf , rulrip le Populatiom," IIfVPMII.lOIllIa/ (Jf J-llJtlLiJII Gmrtw 24 (2 16), pp. 
931- 6. 
tq Philip D . Currin, CroSJ­ ,,/17m.Tl Trade ill (Wor/d l-liJ/of)' ( :tml riJgl:: ~ . mbridge UP, 
19&4). 

19 



Chcrt)k~e DNJ\ Studi<" 11 

isulation underlined the need to deal tactflllly and get alone: '.vid1 their Muslim 
neighbo rs . 

t the end o f the Turco-Mongol invasions oE the fourteen th cen tl.lry, 
f\ mlEI:ua was panitioned between tbe O ttoman Tu.rks tu the West, w ho wcrc 
Sunn i, anJ Safav ids in Persia to theEasr, which wa~ Shj'ite. "Witb tbc T u.rkish 
seizure o f Crimea in 1475, not a few Climcan Armenians wcre tCl rced to 
move west <15 refugees into Moldavia, T ransylvania and mainly to Galicia, 
now in so uthem Po land . Ln central Eutope, tb ey made co ntact with Qtb er 
Annenian comrn unities in dusel' to uch with tbe homeland. They tberefore 
changed thei,. cultll re ünce more-back to narm s more oearly Eke those. of 
contempüraneous AU11enia. In spite oE many v i ci~s i tudes, the Polish and 
otb er Armeruan se ttl emen ts in centra1 Europe kept theü po:-;ition in the 
overland caravan tl'ade lill they were fina.lly displaced by rai lnJads in th 
ninetecntll cen tury. "2fl Such a b lending o f peoples squecl.ed westward may 
explain the gene tic eonfu sion ofAshkenaziJ ews and Armenians fi rst noticed 
by Eran Elh aik of tb e University o f Lund .2.1 lt also I1U)' be the reason fo r 
matches such as Polish, Ukraini an anel RI)manlan among Cherokee 
descendants . 

The hevd::t,· o f Anneni an trade cam e in the seventeen tb centurv when the 
Safavid rulers of P ersia establish ed New Julfa, an aJl-Armeni:U1 suburb 
outside tbeir capital at lsfah:m. At New .Julfa resided tbe kbqjas, an Arabic 
term of respee r for scho lars, teach ers, weiters and \;er)' wealthy m erchants; ir 
literaJJ y m eans "rich" in the P ersian language. f\mleruaos enjoyed a m onopoly 
on tbe silk trade ,1Od supplicJ ilie thriving texti le indu srries o E Europe on a 

as t seale through tbeir warebouses at Aleppo aud o tbcr way-stations. 
Subsidiary Jocations, all staffed by famil y members and fellow A rmenians, 
operated at Par is, London, J\l1twerp, Am stenJam, Marseill es, SeviJle, Cadiz, 

en iee. Florence, Rome, Constantinople, Alexandria, Dran, Riga and otber 
cities.22 I n 162 0, iliere were nü fewer than for t)' Armeruan trade houses in 

I11sterdam alone. New Julfa sh i p~ Bying tbe red-yellow-red Hag wi th the 
Lamb of God ensign sai led aJl over the wo rkL Commercial republies 
incl udi ng Courland and Ragusa were govecned by Armenian mercbants, 
oEten acting in concert with .l ews. There may aiso have been a tie-in wi th 
Frcoch Prorestam s and tbe T emplar or I-Iospi ta.ller K nights ofJ crusale.m . 

D id Aml enian m erchants reach tbc Americao frootier anJ intermarry r 

wi th indians? ParcicuJatly wi th the Cherokees? Or are we lookine: at ancient 
n 

1U Ibid, p. 186. 
21 Eran Elhaik, "Tbc Miss.i.ng Link of Jewish European Ancestry: Cuntrastiog the 
Rhjneland aod the Kha7.acian Hypothcses," Gmoll//' ßio/ogy al/d ü'Ouilian 5/ 1 Oanuary 
201 3), pp. 61- 74. 
22 Vahc Bala.douru and Maxgare t 'Makepeace, AmmliufI Mercbrl1llJ oflb~ J~uelJlemjh oJld 
horl)' T-:.igbleflllh Cmlmie.r: e,n,gli.rb C t'lJ/ l lldi« COll1)JaI!Y Sourre.r, T ransactions () f thc 
Ame[ican PhiJosophicaJ Socicry N.S. 88/5 (1998), pp. s.'X-xxvii. 
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eoo tributions t th e. Cheroke identi ry? I t':; hard [(l kn ow tb Qurce, ex tent 
O[ duratioo o f rm n ian admixtLlre. We ean o nly ven ture to say rhat it i. no t 
an artifac t o f gen ries nr mistake of statis tics. 

Complications, Complen ty and Contcadictions 
Ane th er cu. tom er of o urs tak n abaek b)' her autosomal re. ul ts was 

Marcia Dietrich , who 'e 0 0 . 1 \Vorlcl ma tcl, \Va: . . Cherokee Enroiled 
(n =33). Her ~t r)' ing us a li t tle 1 'er tO a poss.iblc scenario fo r these 
adrTli'i.cu re event. 13 eau e ] grew up in D " foin 'S , nd 
Germ an, Dutch and eotu. h an 's try, plus that sp la, h o f Arnerican, 
I oever imagined having either Ch erohe or T urki h / rm nian" said 
Dietrich. et nnenian was rep rted as h er th ird srroo res m egapoplliatio o 
after Iberian and J 'wi, b, je st bd rt, m eri an lndian . t was m eru l1m hig h in 
her European match es, as w aS T urkis h . Tt \Va im :;siblc to cl. 'm m ete was 
no "there" th e . 

"DN onsul t~mt ' tes t i ' not th c o nl . o n [0 sh \V rmenia and s.imilar 
rcsul ts," Dietrich ad ded. ~amily Tree 0 peg s m e at 510, sia 1\,1inor, 

~ hieh the)' d fine a . T ucke)' anel Arm ma, while 1 +lcrimge has m e a t ab ut 
2.6°;') '\ e t sian, wirh my d. cl at 2.'1°;(" mappiog i11tO han aod Iraq ." Her 
müth r, he acid s, was the SOLltee u f t!l e l ativt: merican, b u t w a: ne\7er 
est d . E 'den tl r , D i trich 's marernal , idc was sbowino' bo th Ch erokee and 

,Armenian, eith r eon ElatinO' dl\::: t\vo or suggestincr w at Arm enian was a 
contrib ut r to Cb eroke D 

How many o thers ha 'e this hidd n ancesrry? O f the 56 mi tocho ndriaJ 
pr files genera ted by Phase. m o f the C herokee projeet, 36 bav e au tosomal 
pro fil s, al lo in lIS n cross-check. Of th ' e, 21 sb w medium to high 
Ju m enian r 'ults (5 8'!!.,) . I n s veraJ Loste nc~ , rm enian is n . 1 in the \vc rld 
lineup (N= "" 20) o r in their mcO'ap lpulations (N = 22). 

i\ a Fink (pa rricipant 8) has rmenian combine \,: ith Jewi h a weil as 
with Cherokee. Her mit chondria.l line i:; J2bl and h e r specific m utations are 
th' 'ame as n o f th an ci nt female foun de r of 5hkenazi Jews,i!3 a type 
also found in the \vi es of h ro k and Cho cta\ chjefs in tradjtio nal 
genealo?,ies.24 I n a wry uf secrec. familia r from the s tories of othet 
parüeipants, F ink's m temal g randmother con ealed the family's J e\ ish 
roors, pa sing that n \ ledge on l)' to the eJdes t dau htcr, , bo m she 

13 S c D . . Behar CI al , "CQunllng rh Poundcrs: the . 1atriljncal eneti J\ncestry 
If t.h Jewisb Di pota," N A.\' One 3/4 (2 0 ) ä 062. 

21 O oe of thc: fir t puhlished , rtidc5 f cusi ng on the ph nntTICnon ofJ l:wish-Nativc 
Amcücan inrermarriage \Va, OLLf " . halom and Hey, Y' all: Jcwish-r\ me rican Lncliao 
.hiefs in lhc ld . OIuh," Appolmbioll QllorJetfy 7 / 2 0une 20(2), pp. 8 )-89. See als 

FJizabeth Caldwdl Hi fsehman ami Dooald an:. , jeu's ami MrlsJifllJ i n Bn/i.rIJ 
.olollial AllIerict/ Oeffcrson: McFadand, 2012) , pp. 145-47. Ch r ter 10, "The J'wish 

Strain,' will investigate several J wish Cheroke ,Cb er: ~ (md C ck c anectio!1S. 
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instructed tu tell DO one. TIle j e\vish grandmother's name was Mary Bycrs 
N icbolson .f-lines, born .in Edinbu rgh, ScotJaod, in 1896 or 1897. Fink 
cu nfirmed connection~ wi th other Sco ttish Jews after s tud)'ing l17hm Seo/II/lld 
Was jeJJ!iJh and j eJIIJ (md Mus/11m in ßlitirh C% niaIAlJloictl. She i5 not sure where 
the Cherokee en ters into her family tree. A Chcrokee population i5 0 0. 6 in 
her (1l1 toso mal report. A nnenian matches occm as nos. 18 (Ganl1on, 0=95), 
24 (Ararat Valley, 0 = 1(5), m egapopulation 4 and E Ufopean 14. 

D onna Atkins (participant 16), ano tber J, also has high Cherokee and 
A rmenian matches, as docs Dön Batringtun (parti cipant 57). Bllt the poster 

\ rmenian is the no . 
Pllrtuguest' i ~ m'. 1 (3 
\ rmenian is tbe fifth 
Peter Lyle Arkim, [ 
·all" J.jttletu n (39), ( 

these, J ewish matd 
matches are so01e[i 
:\lelungeuo gene pOl 

tb e hypo thesis ofY~ 

ch ild for Cherokee-Armenian beri tage is su rely Ju li e Bu rto n (3.45), A va 
Fink's s.is ter. B urtoo's alltosomal resuJ ts a.re simila.r to Fink's, onl}' more 
pronounced. She has N ative American Mion e~o t3 pop ulatiom in the top 
three positions, fo ll owecl by Arrnenian Ararat Va lley and Garmo!1 (11, 45), 
T urkisb (14, 15, 22f5 and Cberokce (24). Armenian is her top 
megapopulation reslIlt, and Am erican ind.ian is ber seconcl-higbest. In her 
E uropean cOllntry results, T urkish (0::::.500) is no. 6 and Armenian (0=404) 
00. 7. In her sister's E uropean rankings, TlIrkJsh was no . 1. 

re haplogroups important fo t judgiog autosoma.l populatioL1 matches? 
The leacling ones am ong P hase [ LI patticipan ts \Vi th high Anneoian re5ul~ 
are U (6), J (4), T (l) and H (2). This p ropo rtion is abuut the same as in the 
overall p ro ject. The djsttibution does not seem tu co rrclate witb haplog tuLlp 
frcqLlenci es amüng mode.rn-day Armeniam. To jlldge from GenBan k, 
l\rmenialls emph asize H 's (34°;(,) and J's (19%) and havc few U's (13%).21> 
T hes e collsideratio ns suggestAm1enian adrnixture is reccnt, no t ~l.nci ent and 
embedded , incidental and errati c, not penrasive in nature. It rua)' have 
oecurred in m ore o f a male-m edia ted tluw than in family groups th.at included 
female~ . That way it would be more apparent in the autosomal pieDlre tban 
in mitochond tial surveys. 

MeLungeoo Matches 
rmenjan also crops up in people wi th s.igni fi eant Melllngeon ancest1"Y. 

] n D onna Barefoot A tkins' resul ts (participan t 16), for instance, wbere 
Melungeon is th e no. 11 \'vo rld match and no . 1 megapopeuation result, 

2, B. S. Akbasat ct ~ll , "TlIrkish PO[J ularion Data With tbe COD1S M ultiplex Short 
la.ndcm Repeat Loci," Fomwt S amce IlJternational 123/2-3 (2001 ), pp. 227-29. l. 
Yavuz er al, "TlIrki5h Popu.lation D atll für 15 STR Loci b) MultipleN peR," ]ormJrJ/ 
o(rore/lsir .\ rimm 50/3 (2005), pp. 737-38. F. Asicioglu Cl al, "Allej e Oisu:ibution on 
Nine Shurt T andem Repeat Loci für Tll rklsh pupll.!atjon: 0351 358, vW/A, FGA, 
08S1179, D 21511 , 0 18551 , D5S8 18, D13S3 J 7, D7S820," hrnlJic Sr/mrel'dm/(/tiolJ,,1 
129/ 1 (2002). pp. 75·77. 
26 Gen Bank: hnp:/ /w"W~·.ncbi . nlm. n.ih .güv. 
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Armellian is ehe no . 3 m egapop ulacion. In Mitz')' Tann's rep lft (18), :v here 
Po tU~'1.jeSt: i n . 1 (a. in j tkins ') , and reck , T urkish and Melungeo n occur, 
Arm _oian is the fifth-hjghest m ega PO! ulan )0 . similar mi.'tu re i evi.dent in 
Peter L le Atkin., Donna's hllsband (participan t 28) , \XI nd LO\ c (2 ), 
Sally Li tcleton (39) , Gar}' Jame~ (42) , nd Robin "Hu~)'hes" K lly (44). I n all 
th ese, Jewish matcbes also figu rc prorrunently, and Romani or Gyp. y 
matches are metim es seen. Th jnferencc is that the er)' diversifi ed 
Melun, n gene p 01 merg­ . t ether aB these . ub-po ulati n . Thi~ as 
th t: hypothe is f Yate and Hir.-chman' s A ppalorhill!l Ju/mull study publi hed 
in 201 ( , e.xcept rhat Cherokee and rmenian were n t spt:cifiGlllv m n tioncd 
at tbc time as key ingredientsP 

It stan ls () reason that e h ruke -s v dap and du·te.. geneticall wi 
~Ielung on, : tbeir hi torical stt: ngboJ l Jay in the ver.h il I TOWTl s on the 
Holst n and U ttl e Tennessee rivet elose b' the \1 am uga e un try and 
Newmans Ridge. But was tha t rath r narrow region aL th loe riOll of a 
separate Aunenian inAuence? Pos, ibIy, as we will see in a tat r chap te r. 

Another b roke - tm enian connccrjon can be seen in the rt:s ults o f 
S Ll an Daw on (6). Da\ n is a T l in mitoch ndrial lineag., o n f the most 
representati e uf O ld o dd type am ono- tbe berok e.~g B tb Ch rokee 
and Melüngeon are prorni nenr in her eestry. Arm nian Lake Van (n= 101), 
howe r, is her no. 1 w rld re ul t and j menian is her no. 1 megapo pula tion. 
In stati ·tic::U terms, Dawson has a eh n ce o f 1 in 3 versus 1 in 6 o f having 
Armt:nian ancestry c m par cl tD thcr E urop an Am riean.. tb ugh 
Po rtug,u, l or thern lrcland and Scotland occupy tbe fir t th ree ran ks ü, her 

uropean p pula tion ma tches , Armen ia is nc_·t (llO. 4). 
ffiOng the U 's w ho ha e Armenian h its are lvi. tine Dup ujs (5, witb. 

Cberokee=no. 8), Ton)':l Batti n (25, J wish= no. 1, Armcnian=n .2), allr 
Littleton (39, T urkisb=no. 1), G ary James (42, ... ith signi6 C::1I1 Greek) and 
Mare)' ßarrington (56, r menian =Megapopula tion no. 1, rmenian Lak 

an=no. 1 in world match s). 

Enter Centtal and South Amecican Indian 
Autusomal TR allele fre ucney matching alIm 's us tu d tee t a di ersity 

that is much more t lEng than unipa rental haplogwups. very unLlsual 
patt 'tn of admi xrur' i evident, fo r instanee 1n R ben Me ~ rl in s au to s mal 
report (" 2). There are C ntra l and South erican lndian matche 

T Dünald . Yat s and Elizabeth C. Hi r chman, ''T)wnro a Genetic ProfIl of 
Mcl u.ngc(>I1 S in outJ,em pp;t1achia," /lppalachitJu 10/ll1/al 38/1 -:"aJl 01), pp. 92­
111. 
, See Dona[d . Yates and Teresa , Yates, OJO/Ylkff J) 'A ,\/Ildies; 0/ Pr:ople ItI'ho 
Prol'ed thf CmeticiJ/r IW/'Of(g (ph oel'l i ,' ; Panth 1"s Lod~Te::, 2 14) , pp. 56 , tiS-71 ( 7, 114­
[9,220. 
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Cht' rukcc DN/\ Studie. I I 

(G uatemala Mesti w, Ecuadorian Kichwas, Nortll east Mexican Mestiz~ , 

Brazilian Arna~()ni an a..'1d 111 uJ tiple Colombian pop ulation s, 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 18, 
19, 21) cmnbin ud wi th Therian, Hispanic, M:i dJJ e Eas te.tn , Romar...i/Gypsy 

to mul ti 
tradition 
stru)!t!le. 

and Armenian results. Cllcrokee cornes after a11 the o rb er Americ-ao lJ)dian 
popula tions and is no. 49. M cFarlin 's t()P megapCJpulations are: 

1 Ibe.rian Am erican 

2 ~Mi ddle Eas tern 

3 A rmenialJ 

4 American Indian 

5 1bcrian 

6 Nonhem Europea n 

7 Sourn Asian 


uxo pean American 

iledi terranean E uropean 


10 Rornani 


McFarlin's matcmal ancestry is H, a type previousl)' reported in th e 
Cllerokees, togetb er witb J and :1 hand ful of o ther ano malollS lineages.29 His 
ancestry was forrnalJ y researched in ccnsus records in 2016, an d tbe maternal 
une was t.raced in un broken fashion rb rough sevtral generations in North 
Georgia to Carolinc Wat~o1J, boro in the Carolin as about 1715."u So here we 
apparently have a case o f mostly H ispanic allli American indian ances try 
from wbat was at o ne tim e Spanish and Creek territory, and we mus rn 't gluss 
over .Annenlan and M iddle Eastern. 

.' for Soutb A metica, we mw;t rccall here that James Adair 's h is tory oE 
the sOlIdleas tern tribes inc1uded seven tribes o n th e lower Coosa River in 
wbat is now Alabama who were said to come from Soutn A merica: 

1 alTI assured by agentIeman of character, wbo traded a long tim e near 
th e Jate Alcbahma garrison, mat wirb in six m iles of it, live tb e remains of 
seven Indian nati ons, wbo usually co nversed with eaeb o ther in their öwn 
djfferent J ialects, though rhev und ers tood dle Muskohge language; bu t 
bcing naturaliz ed, they were bOllnd to observe the laws and customs o f 
the matn o riginal bady. T hese red uced, broken tribes. wbo have helped 

2'1 111codort: G . Schu rr, ' '"Mitochundcial DNA ami the Peopling uf the New \'(Iorld." 

A",nicofl .\"cimtiJ/88/3 (2000), pp. 246-53. 

30 Sec r\ ppendix ß.l , "Mcfa rlio t\nce~tors in N orth Gwrgia." Thc mituchoodrial 

specimen was sublIlitred b)' his sister, Victocia Dian Mcf'arlin .. 
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, I, 2, 4 G, " 18, 
mani/Gypsy 

Amcrican Indtan 
ar : 

[ p rted in the 
us lincages ,29 His 

, and the marernal 
\.'rntions in arm 
71: ."1 (J her we 
n Indian ance:; trv 
1w mustn 't gloss 

\dai s his tory of 
cr Coosa Ri er in 
;\nl cnca: 

Doncl!d . Y" ltS • nd Tn~, a A Yatcs 

to multipI) the M usko hge to a dan :terous degree, havc als a tL'<.cd o ral 
rradirio n thar they fo rm er! 1 came from South­ mecica, and, after s undry 
struggJes in defence o f liberty, settled th eit pres ot abude.31 

As wc shaU see, ther we n: other c m nectjo n. with o uth A m eriea. 
A n Apala h Foundation post by Richard Tbo rntoo c1aimecl in March 

2020 tha[ g ing from oorth tu south tbere were tbe fnllowing eth nici ties on 
tbe South l\ t1antic Coa t: Siouan with omc lri- b wo rds; Santee - Panoan 
fr m P ru; inyah Bay F stuary - Earl)' Mecli ,aI Nors ; CharJes ton Bay -
Musk gee-Creek tribai n, mes; Cusabo - Panoan from Pe u; Ttsa t -Cre k 
tribaI name. ; Po rt Royal Sound ­ arib tribes fto m V nezueb; ehe<;; Water 
and Racc n Clan s; Ir i.'lwall aod Daufus kee I slands - E ad)' Medjeval lcish 
Gaeti c; Savannah - I alach ie ra f rom Peru, p lus Uch ee; ava nnah­
Yml1aco r, Er m C uba; Tyhee Island - ltza or hootal M a a salt trad r ; 
Ossabaw l sland ­ Pan oan from Peru' Oaeechee Ri \Ter ­ D uh ar and Uchee; 
\J assaw lsland - Polynesjan with 'i\hori markers (?); un bur\' Sound ­
~ari b fr m eneZLlela; an chee lliv r and Blackbea,rd Tsland ­ T upj from 

. ou th Am ri ca; Sr. Catherin lsland - Taino from An ci 11 s; t. Simons I s land 
luthem rawak anel aino; Jekyll Jslaod - T aino from n till 5; Sape1n 

l sland - Tupi from _ E uth merica & Pan ans fro m P eru; ekmanni -
AngLisk Er rn c wdinavia (); ,atil la River - Satile (panoa!) ) from Peru; 

umb rland and S . Mary's S und ­ M cam a Er m Venezuela; NE FI rida ­
' areo from Venez uela; E as t C 'ntral <lorida - .ibone fr m C uba SE ; 

Florida - TequLta ­ T eqtü. Ctuib s from \ enezucla; S F lorida - equista 
- Teke ta Caribs from Verac ruz,32 

Even in a C lineage, Berh 1 a tehi (62), wc have . strange M d iterranean 
aad Nativ m ric.an mixtur witb a dash of rmenian. J: at hi ' autos< m al 
pro tl le reveal th famuiar co m binati >n of Portugu Sephardic J ewi b, 
American lncli an and Iberian, and A rmenian .hü\Vs up as tbe no. 4 
megap pulntion , 1n e on clusion is ineseapable. '\/'b erever Chetokee i 
detecteo, 15 rmen ial1 , T b ' ame eornbination crops ur in C reek and 

hoctaw famili s, l1)e o nly "LI ..s tions ar h \N ü ld is the ad mix tllte and what 
i its proximate ,our e an center f diffusion. 1 n the [l cxt chap rer, we \ i11 
look at one of the o ldest ccount oE ou theastern diversity, an "' nglish 
o;p ditiun o f the s , 'enteeoth eenturv, 

11 'M17ir'J H iJ!ory ol lhe ./lJJ/lmmn ] IldüJIIJ, ed. by amuel oIe \V iUiams, Onhns >11 City: 
'\ atauga, 1931); origiruillv publi sheJ London, I 75) , p, 285, 
11 Riehard . Thornton tar. 9,2 20), TlJe Anmicas I I!w/ed IApalaehe . ,mndationl , 

Constellatioa of Peuples [lee Lived Oll the (luth Arlantic ,öast." nliae; 
hrrps:/ / apalaeht re ccarch.com/2020/03/ü9/a-conslcll ar io ll - ' (-r e pi '­ ) 0 e-Jived­
on-thc-s uth- tlan tic-coa ,tl. 
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Matching the King 
In 2019, wc app üeu our [lew fo re nsie data fo t GO Am erican l ndian tdbes 

to the DNA o f Elvis PresJey. Thc 'dutosomal p rofi le we bau was extrnetcd 
trom 30-yea r-old blood b euey<;:d to com e [rom sheets slept on by the Krug 
of Rock 'n ' Roll himself. TI1E original lab fea r was accomp lish ed by Sorcnso n 
Geno mics sden ti s t~ in February 2006. T he strange rehe had faJl en into the 
hands o f J-!o ustoo private investigator Bobbi Bacha, as described in our book 
OM JForM Rools alflu! Chfrokee.3 1 

How di d Bacha come by E lvis ' sheets? J\ttending a celcbriry auctio n m ore 
than two decides ago, she p utin tbe winn ing bid. Nead y 20 years old at that 
tim e, staincd wi th bJooJ <m d soiled by sem en, bu t carefully p rese rved, they 
were descci bed as w ming [rom the ho td room \'vhere "Eh1S P resley stayed on 
bis FareweJJ Tour in June 1977. She won 't teU LI!; bow m Llch she paid but says, 
"1 cOLl ld have bOllgb t a comfortabJe med ium -sized horne,," 

Bacb~ is o f Mdungcon descent. "A~ YO ll know," she told us in a pbooe 
inten riew, "N c\"iJ Wayland is my grandfather, and it was he who fi rs t coined 
the term MeJunge<)n." She con tinued: "We beJieve his wife wüs tbe daughte.r 
of Chief Red Bird <lS his son was tbe Scribe to Chief Red Bir d. Nevil buiJ t th e 
first church in i\rk~l1 sas after the famiJy toJd o f a g rea t war against the Indians 
and b~ w ok tbcm tp A1:ka n sa ~ and buJl t Stoney Creek Cb urch. That's d 1C 

ll an1C oE it." An el that was thc nam e or tbc m o d1er cll Lltch back in Ten n e~ s ee, 

which still pre.serves the tJrst m enrion o f the word Melungeon in tn1nutes 
from 1813.34 

Eh1S'S fanüly trec is a mare's neSt, bu t he probably h ad more N ative 
J\m erican ancestry than Cb er. H is m ,ltem al lincage goes back ar leas t to 

aucy BU1'd.ine (b . 1825 in K y. , d . 1860 in rvliss.), rcmcmbered as a Jewcs5 . 
She fi. rst ap pears on a census reco rd from 1850 F loyd County, Kentuck)!. 

ancy's mü ther was aJlegedJy a Cherokee }m lian nameu \Vhite Dove, but a 
birthpL'1ce o f Kentucky doesn 't instill a lot of w n fidcncl' in this legend. i\Jore 
probably the li.ne went back tQ Virginia, wh ether it was lndjan or not. T h ere 
was also Suppc)sedly a Cherokee connectiou th tough Mourni ng D un, or 
Morn ingDoye \Vhire, who -was bo rn aboDt 1800 und m ar6ed Elvis' 3rd-great­
gmndJatber W iUiam A l,fllllscill/ M ausell Sr. abunt 181G in H enr y Count}. 
T t-11llessec, thougb this Native !\1l1erican ancestry has becn di sputed and is 
generally rejected.JS 

l3 Donald N. Yatc~ , Uld U70rld I<.ool.r (Ir the Chfmkef: /-'IOJ/ ) DJ'JA , / l l/rimt / llp/;a!Jd r ,/lid 
Religion l:'.;..p/aifl !Ix Origill.r o/ Amerüa J' JAfypl hdiill/ N tl/if)fJ Odfer~tJn ; Me Farland, 
2( 12), pp. 42f 
,~ See Phyll.i s E . Starm: , and D Oldd N . Y:lte_s, Al1cu/ors (md bllfJ!licJ: E JJa)'.r (m 

il l ~"fflgI!OIlJ (phocru.:-; : Pantl,er's Lodgc, 2014), pp. 1·14. 
35 See "Morning (\,«(hi re) Mancill (abt. 1798-abt. 1835)" webpage ar: 
https:/ / www.wikitrec .com/ wiki/Whi te-241 35. We don·tdismiss thc \Vhite ancestry 
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E lvis '. ,mces tr · i· far from cleat t beO'in with, bu t there are nlUl1ewus 
Ameri can l nd ian rrutches in his autos<mal results. dditi onalJ y, his 
mi tocho ndrial D N is h a logro up B, wich a strong tvL ya ma teh--conctet 
pro f uf he undeni,lb le ptt.:sence oE Maya-related Indians in the outhern 
Higblands. 

Curio usly, Elvis ge a match to Polynesians (#34), <1 re en tJy added 
population in the da base. Polyn si an CO l1O ' c tion have aL u b een detected 
in th DN [cord o fChemkees and [eek ·. ill see at 1 ast n ins tan e 

of a Polyoesian hapl . 'pe in a P hase ll1 articipant wi th ongan and Mauri 
affini in a tater chap te r. 

\Xfe Jjst here th e fifty m a tch f r E lv is '. au t somal profile. Note that 
Ch roke is 00 th e list, b u t ir i .. Me::; american m a tche thar score the hlghes t. 
Iike the result o f man r th er ', the general trend is lan te I more n dlC Creek 
Indians than th e Cherokee. (P pulaci n appcacinO' in bJ uc type have pecial 
cl scripti e pages on the D .A CUllSultants ebsite. 

Rank 

1 
2 

3 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

World Population Matches 

t\lexlc - f-l u icho ls'l,- Duraogo (n=57) 

Mexicu - N a rarit and Jali. co .. Co ra (n = (4) 

Russia - [ )reao (n =49) 

Colombi:m - Bu.· ca (0 =lZfl) 

Co. tl ruCLO (n =:-0 )) 

H i panje -~ .. n = 210) 

Puli h - en al (n =430) 

.( Rio n (n =2(10) 

hcrokec \ dmi. ed (n =92) 

l • u\" \mc::rican - ( h Jles - O,i. pa , • leX/co (0 = 109),­

out ur hand since the Labon /W'hi te fam ily was a promi nent hemkt: and Choctaw 
mi..-.cd-bk10d famll y duri ng thi : ve r)' periud. 
(, Thc Huichols, ~ hose naroe mcans "Medicinc Men," be l ng t the broe LI)­

i\7recan ~oup [hat domi nares Lh - AmcLican Soulhwesr , nd Mexic ). Ofren re rted 
tu a. a l aoon of hamans, 43°/r, o f th crI1 ha e the fazy orse G n . See Danc o f 
ehe Deer Pound:l tio n: https:/h v. shamani -m.c m /huichol. 
r Thc h( le . or "h'<)1 ,re uf Maya ~ t ck Rnd c()mrri ~e one ,f the mo, t important 
l ndi. n tribt:~ in hiapas, .~ state that ha about 13.5"/'1 o f all ( f t'-.Ie xico·s indig nuu 
popLJlnti() n. '111C)" mignucd t () th oort})\\,('SI of th . tate srartjng ab ut 2,0 )0 )'earS 
ag , whell dl ') \ cre concenrrated In Cu temala and r! ()ndu n\~ . ur reference 
populat.ion represe n " [(19 uurebt d .h les from 'hi pas , 'tate who werc sampled 
in 20( 41 ) uni er 'ities in Spnin. cistina Sanchez tal , "Gen tic Divcrsi ty of 15 S Rs 
1!1 Chol s I ;rom ~)[rht::a t f ' htapas (Mexico) ," jO /fma/0 h m'll.rir .IdtllCIJS 6 (2005), 
pp. 1499-150 I. 
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11 Portugue.o;e - "Northem (n =: 286) 

12 SIO";Ikia - ~M1S (n =848) 

13 ~olnnlhl:tn onhcastem - Saotander (n ::: (9) 

14 Hispanic ­ l'londa (0 = 1(0) 

15 U .S. Chippcw:l lndians (0 =22)"A 

16 uattm31an - i\lcsbzo (n =20U)"; 

17 Po)isb - '\Ionhcrn (n = 202) 

18 llispaok - ,\nzona (0 =117) 

19 \'\1ute - \!anoo Coumy. Indiann (n =170) 

20 Colomhmo - Bognt.1. (0 = 150) 

21 N.nh'e Amencnn - Lumbec (n ::: 106) 

22 1:1 Salvndomn (n ::: 228) 

23 ao\e \menean ­ '\finnesl)t:l (11 =191) 

24 -atin.~ American \1mncsom (n =2Cß) 

25 Polish - PodJasie (1'-;nnh I:.ast) (n ::: 413) 

26 arl\'c \mcrican - .\[inocsota (n ;:::; 'I (10) 

27 Chinese - Hcijmg-lJan (n ::: 201) 

28 ..1exican - N ord1easrern - M estizo (0 = 143) 

29 \le:Jcan - !\lUCH) Lean (0 =143) 

30 Bclgian (n ::: 198 

3~ U.S, Chippcwa Indians population data are based on bloocl sampl<!s o btni ned from 
22 unrelated inillviduals li\-ing in thc Southwestc rn Uni ted Stat(;~ in 2010, J. Ng et al, 
"Native American P opulation D ata based on the G lobalfiJer® Au tosomal STR 

ci." Fortl;sir Sr/flirr I lIlmla/i oll(J!- Cme/ic.r 24 (201 6), e12-e13, 
cloi::https:l/ doi .org/ l 0 .1016/ jJsigen.20 16,06.014. Chi ppewa are also called 

jibway and Anishnabe. 
3'1 G uatemala is a Centra l Amcrican tepublic whose main population idenlifies as 
lJ1e~ tizu bu r whicb numbers man} inrligenous indi ans an1Ung irs inhab itants. Thc 
tcrrilory ur modern G uaremala OJ1Ce [ormed the cme uf the Maya civilization. 
According to the 2()] 0 Cemus conducteu by thc Na ti unal l ns ti rute of Statistics 
(INE), about 41.5% of tbe population is Mestiw (also knOWll as Ladi no), rdl ec ting 
mixed indige nr)us and E uropean he ri tage, A sirnilar proportion of Guatema.lans 
(41'1,,) are uf full J\ merindian ancestry, which is ;unong ODe of thc larg~st percentages 
in Latjll A merica, hehind <Jnll' Peru and Bolivia. M ost indigenolls G uatcmalans arc 
o f Maya inhcritance. Guaternnlan Mestizo rep rcsc nrs 200 unre lated inw \-i rl uals ]i ving 
in tbc start' o f Guatemala wh(.) were samplcd ill 2006 by the Universidad J e GranllJa 

pai n . Esrher Marti.nez.-Espin. e t al, "G uatemala Mestizo Population Data nn 15 STR 
Loci (1dentifiJer Nt)," jOU/7/o! rj' ForeJ/Sit' .lamces 51/'i (2006) , pp. 1216-H, doi: 
10.11 11 / i.! 55(,-4029. 
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n =99) 

(1) 

14 ) 

mplt:~ btained frorn 
, iJ1 21 11\ .]. g Cl <11, 
riß' ,\ utosom, I STR 
(20 16), eI2-ct3, 

\ are also callecl 

pu!ao{ n iden ti fies as 
~ its iuhabitanl:s. The 
~c ~lnya civ il il.aoon. 
lnsnrutc uf tati. tics 

I as Ladino), reflccring 
iun of Guatemalans 

Iht hrgcst perccnrages 
~()U S Guaremalans are 
l.ue indi"iduals living 
U\' r. i Ind de mnada.. 
lauon Dnm on 15 sm 
O(». pp. 121 6-il, doi: 

DonnlJ , Yatc, :1nd Tercsa A. Y",CS 

31 Poh:h (n = 116) 

32 [cxican - Southern {exico (GlI errero) festiz (n =251) 

33 Polish (n = 125) 

34 N ew Zealand E ast Polyn sian (0 = 20752) 

35 Poland - L dz (0 =1000) 

36 Puüsh (n = 8 0) 

37 V nt:.z uclan - araca ' (n =255) 

38 JIisprulic - Yirginaa (n = 18 

39 \\'bi rida (n = 12 ) 

40 \ ian - L. '. (n =161) 
41 olombllln- \ndca.o-Ama.zoruan- )rinoquian (n :::: 846) 

42 \X hin: - (!tine: (n = 151) 

43 lbc:rian Penin ula - Ba. '1ut! (0 = 51) 

44 lU p:tnic ­ .S. (n =­ 199) 

45 HI panic. outh" t!srcm . . (0 = 1(5) 

46 Chinese Han - Siclwan Province (n =100) 

47 lalJ).üm· hinese (11 =210) 

48 hin e - '\ c.5tem '.. (0 = (8) 

49 l .u:i\' \mc.;ncao - . tlchlg:lI1 (0 = 29)411 

50 Pnrtuguc:sc: - \X hite (0 = 146) 

Hllichul matches reflect the fac t tbat many oE tbe so utheal:' .rn U .S. tribes 
originateJ in Mexic . Adaü' mcntions that th e Cruckasaw h lived amo n )' in 
northeas t .. orgia w re till i.n touch \V-ith relati es in Meico whum they 
useJ tlJ isit. Y Oll canno t \vrite the hi ~türy of an)' Ameri can l ndian na tion 
withollt ind uejjng M :; ameri . JE we examine Elvis's meaapopulacions, the 
J: 0 , 1 match is ati ve A merican. T his is consistent vi th th e 13, a match fo r 
his matri lineal wlplotype, and it h ighlights the impotCloce of one' di recr 
ftmale lioe. mericao I ndian i twice a~ pr< no uoced a ' European Am ri can . 

'Ibis ref, renc.e PO! ulatjon repr ~ents peop!e identifying or idcm.i fiecl as (t:iv 
\mcrican sampled in Lh stare of ·(ichigan. T he (\ata se t. cuns to rd 1e t a brc>ad 
cross-s ction of mosdy urban acculturated mem lx:rs of E astcrn .. tribes, \\~th 

Cherokces being the m os salient. ON samp' s from 2~ ari e rnericans wen~ 

pro" ided b d1e D etwir Police epartm nt and the Ivlichi;;an Stare Police, wi rh help 
trum the llI inois ta te Poli e . , ource publi ca ti on: " D lS STR Loc.i D :lm from 41 
aruple Populations," I O/lrnal o/F'Yil'fwsl.· J cimces 46/3 (2u01), pp. 453- 9 . 
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' hcr"kc<' D:-.J J\ !!t udi~> 11 

Top Megapopulation Index 

Amcrican Indian 130.0 

Ccntral E l.Jropean 73.6 

nropean American 60.2 
Iberian American 56.4 

ast Asi an 49.6 

Iberian 46.5 

orthem E uropean 43.6 

n a m ap, t:.lvis' glo bal matches ligh t up almost every indigenous 
population in United States with the excep tion ofwes tern types. Significantly, 

tlan Gene, a rare marker we will cüscuss in chapter 6, " lztacan s 
and Ogh uzians." The Az tJ an Gene is ürtu illy diagno stic of J\merican I ncüan 
ancestty. It does not occur in Europe at alt 

s we repo rr elscwh ere, the Azth n Gene has a Erequency oE .37879 in 
enro lJed Cberokees. In o tber words, almost 40~Y(, o f Cherokees carry it. 

avajos have a Ereguency o f .739, almost twice as high as Cberokees, while 
rtb American Indians as a wholc (popuhtion 467, n =533) have a 

frequ ency of .546. T be world a\' erage is .29019 l53. O ne of th<:: !owest 
freq uencies üccurs in Ashkena.z i J ews. O nl y abo ut I sn;., have it. 

in a forensie sense, rhen, Elvis Presley is more Am ecican Indian tban 
anytb ing eJse. H..is Americao Indian affin i ti es roo to Mexican :l.11d Central 

m erican and he also shows same Soudl l\merican Indian . In ranked o rder, 
his tribal m atches are: 

Western Mexic2n l ndians (Huid lOl, Cora) 
Che.rokee 

iaya (Chiapas, Costa Rica, G uatem ala, E l SaJvador) 
hipp ewa/Oj ibway (Mioneso ta. Michigan) 

Lumbee 
• uth erican Indian (Colombia, Venezuela, Ama.zonian, Andean) 

fo t Elvls' E uropean side, his top match es a.re Croacian , Scots-lrish , 
D utch und Portuguese. Ceotral American rui ns and Sr,u th American 
languages have been identified and b ro ugh t to ligbt in dl e Appahchiaos only 
.in tbe twenty- fi rst centLlty. But Elvis Pre~ky's diverse So uth and Central 
A merican I ndian ances tors c1ea rly were wclcom ing Croatian, Scors-lrisb , 
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inJlgcn us 
i roiEicancly, 
6, "lztacan ' 

lndian 

In 

L west 

Indian man 
and C ntral 

DOfUlid ' . Y rc Md T"n:s~ A , l 5 

Jewi h, rench Ilugucno t und panish/Portuguese coloni ts to the region 
long b for \ k \ th eir Sto Oc.s , lt is an her t.-'lJe o f fo rgott n diversity, 

Diversity in Chcrokee BaDplay Team in 1913. Thc youtb in ba k row, third 
/rom right, could be a stand-in for Polyditus' ideal Libyan Greek ach1ete 
(chaptcrs 4, 7), whilc two oftbe oldermen havc Polyl1csianphyslogtJomy with 
curly bair. The fIll111 in back, far ri.&lu. strikes us as Spanish-looking or 
Sephardic, whiJe the short p l.ayer on ehe extreme 1cft seems to havc Irish 
featuref>' . NaaonalAnthropologicalArchk s N eg. 47748e. 
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