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11 THE INVENTI OF THECHERO 'E PEOPLE 

iee c m rad ictio n betwe 11 fac t and fact 
'\ ill malte th w h le read human an exaet. 

- Rob rt G~ve~, "11.1e De"U's \ dvice tJ Stor -teliers" 

Hiwnian. claim thc Chcrokee people a.re tens f th ousands ' f 'eats old. 
They deny ehe Cherokee included any o riginal p re-ColLlmbian admi ",ru r.e that 
w S 110t Asiatic and Amerindian. They asse rt tbat the tribaI nam~ T salagi 
(pr n uneed T ehah- Iah-ke) is aS old a~ their lanO'uage and th t it is 
d scended from a Proto-l roqu)i 11 lang uage tha t als( b ran ehed ioto 
Moha\ k. The tcib ne\'e.t spo ke any o th r language r li v cl in an ' orher plaee 
in reeen t time' bur th ppalaeh ian region, fro m ;vh ieh ther 'iV r forcib l ' 
remov'ed on :1. T rail o f Tears to klahom a. Cherokee ö ffi eic b H'hemen cl~ 

rej er an ' Jewish r fci an roots. Cl purge theu mUs of frican ancestry in 
2007, eh rokee N:l tion enrol1ees V( t ·d ()ve~ b lminO'ly to , 'ip 2,800 
Frcedmen )f th ir membership, de fi ning tribal c.i tuenship ;1 ' "Gy bl od." 
Thcy du not belie \~e tb y ar reJated to o eher o rth i\m t ican o r South 
Americ n gr ups such a the Lenape, r ek , ,fexiU l!1 , faya ~ r P eru ian 
Indians. Th y regarcl th eir ' dtiz ns" a. a na tion within a na tio n , th true h t:irs 
of 4 ' . 00 ,qL ar" mil s uf territOry in tbe Middlc tlantic and S )u them smte 
from l en tuck to Georgia, whicb Briti sb an d Ameriean authoriti es rook 
away from d1 cm bet\\'cen 1720 anJ Itl3CJ. 2t15 herokee peoplt' mitaculoLl ~ly 

i65 Chades Royce, T /;e C!WJrjI,tt Tajir)// qf I l/dianJ, in tro . by Richilcd J lack ßettis with 
large map of ce si~ ns (Chicag(): t\lclint.:, 19 .5) . Rogers und R0f,rers, Bn'tj-Hi,rtory öl 
Ih~ '/;' räkees !540·1906 ( 19!:i6 & 1 88) S:1VS : 'The Chcrokee ari >n's hU nLing te rat ry 
wa~ appt :Jm, tel)' 40, 00 sq . ITu.les f the . lItbem Ilegherucs (loda)': '\ ' Virgi ni , 
wesrern rth anel outh Caroiina, Tennessee, n rthern Georgia, and tbe 
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persisted and sto ically survlvcd lUl der a unique continuity o f .leadership and 
trad icional cul tllre fro m tboLlsands o f ye;U"!; ago down to the p re~ ent Jay. 

We used ro call tbis version of Cherokee b isto ry a poJüe tlctio n.] f no!:h ing 
else it is eliris t history. Richanl Thorn to l1, a Creek atcbi tcct anJ archeologist, 
has assemb!ed a wb{)]e dossier againstit. WIe won 't reh earsc his e\Tidence and 
argum ents bere.20(, But the o fficjaJ Chcrokee \' crsio n of th ings has a flate gone 
beyond hannless make-belie.ve. It has reach ed thc realm o f tbe dangerously 
delusionaL Tnis i ~ th e reason wb)' so many Cberokee descendants todayar 
disuppoimcJ by tbei r DNA rC$ults and sornctirnes anglY about th ern . F ubli c 
hist0 ry and ttuth have been poisoned by agendas. Let's look at o ne flagrant 
exam pJe. 

Was Sequoyah Even Cherokee? 
In a major arti cle in a leadiog i'.meocan an tb ropolugical jowna].267 one 

reads tbat Sequoyah was a "Chero kee scho lar, arti st, and inventor ... born in 
tbatthe heut of the Chcrokee h eartland in East Tennessee in tbe eighteenth 
timecentury . .. [who'] someume in the first quarter of the nineteenth 

ceneur)' ... dc\7eloped an entircly ne\\' Writill g sys tem for the Cherokee 
la.l1guaf!;e." T hc s tjlrtling invent1c)D was C<ill tclligibJe o nly to Cherokee 
speakers .. .li teracy becam e wldesp rcad ... randl faang forced remuval trOll 

tb ei I' ;1ncestral homelands by th e Uni ted Sta tes govcrcmen t, the Ch erQkee 
yUabary wa~ immediatdy a ~()llrCe of pridc and cohesivcness ... . Fm 

Cbetokees, Sequoyah became a symbol of !:heir uni !:)' and pcrsevcrance a 
tbcy faced th c TraiJ of Tears and th e suffering und indignities that 
foUowed . . . From !:hat time until the present da)', SequoyaJ1 has been revered 
~IS a gian t oE Cherukee innovation, intellectual achie\'emen t, and cultural 
iden tüy," 

Tbe creative thinktank for thi s Di slll~ ~' versio n o E Cherokee hls torl' Re" 
includes "an AngJo-A merican archaeologi st (Simek) , a Cherokee scholar o f 
tribal histo ry (Reed) ;m d a Chernkee L"tuguage ~pecialist (Bel t) ... [whoJ 
worked ex tensively w1th Unitcd Sta tes POl'cc; t Servke archeaeolugisrs." n,ey inl 
a1l revisi ted a 201 J article about tbe Red Bird River ioscriptioos DüblisheJ in vill 

A 
rhe 

northcastern tir uf Alahama)"; see http:/ /wwwinnernet.org/ tsaiagi/ 
lanbackgrou nd. html. 

206 See esp. (Rkha.rd Tbornton arid MariJ) n Rae), "Chronob gy of c uropean t~ 

ShccupanC) in tbe Suuthcrn Higblands," https :/ / accessgenealogy.comjvirgmia/ 
chronology-european-occupancy-süuthern-highlands.hul1, and Ricbard I.. ne 

T homtun, The Porgottm Hi:rtory r1NOrl/, Ct'(l/gia (201 6) . 
26" Jan r . Simek, Beau Duke C\troll, Juli e Rt:ed , A1an Cressler, Tom Bdt, \'V';lj'na St 

dams and !>ohr\' ' '''hite, "Thc Red Bird Rh'cr She!rer (15CY52) Revisj ted: The w 
hacology of lhc Chewkee Syllabary and ()f Sequo}lah in Kenrucky," Al/miedll 

Allliqlfi!J1 84/2 (201 9), pp 302-16. T 
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"the pres tigio lls archa o logi a l journal llliq"ity JJ by Rex \':(1 ek~ nd Ken 
TankersJey titled 'TalkiJlg Leave, aDel Rock!; That each : The Archaeo logica l 
Disc ery of Seguo 'ah 's lde t W ri tr n Rec Tll" (85/329,). Yet eek ~ll1 d 
Tankersl y wrt: no t coaeet to begin \; irh abotl t the ite (15CY52). 
Embarta sin I)', tht New Y rk T ime ' bad trumpeted ne, . that an early cl ra ft 
o f equoyah 's g round-b reakin " Uabary had been sp tr cl outsid a cave in 
Ke ntucky. But R cl Bird v~L'o 't even Chetokee (.ee pag 285). Woop ! 

1n the ne\\' a rtide, the Unive rsjt}' of T nne see/Western Carolina 
niv rsi t I/East m Banel oE C hero k e lndians/ ari )!lal orest team 

ceassessed the Red Bird ave i criptions and a.: rteo the J coulJ not be 
mose made by e'lu J)'ah. Th y :verc nm in the Ch en kee Janguag orwriting 
system anywa . T hey are "Eur )- mt' rican igna tures (wer! 'ing an important 
bu t v ry dam aged set o f mllch o lder pre-eonta t N , ci e meri can li ne-and­
gr ve petr >gJyphs" ( p. 3() ) . T hc evidence " ha n ver b n cam pletet)' 
de~crib cl in print," eh y ay, b ut '\\1 do n o t belie\ ' fit] apt' rts he no ti o n 
thar Segaoyah had w hitc r Ja ti\' S in Kentllcky \ h m oev isi red the re at th e 
tim required [, I' rumto have autho r d tho. p tm g lyphs." oops agai n, 

Red Bird Cavt' entrance inscnptions. Counesy Phyllis and Billy Starnes. 

Richard T ho rn ton poin o ut, th Ch erokees had \7Cry linie presen e 
in Ken tucky after the Am ri ca n R volu cion. T bey ccupied 0111, me sma.ll 
villag s in th e x t"eme s utheastern c m et prior t A m dcm 1ndcpend ence. 
A 1 15 map by ] o hn an d Richard Beresfo rd mentjo ni ng tb e Cherokees is 
tbe la t one tu sho w th m living in presenr-cla Kentuck ' end irginia. Tbc 
land that thcy cedecl fit t tu th e Transylvania C o m pany and latcr [() the Unite I 
States \Va never thei rs to ' e aw, y. I t b ·IOlllreJ to th c ickasaw and 

hawn c. Un til 1785 'wh t is n o w nonbea. st Alabam a and th portio n o f 
no rthwest Ge r:'i a n rth of the Coosa and C sawa ttee Ri\Ters was 
Chickasa\! Terri tory and ' 0 th 'tate of Georgia. Tb firsr ü ftl cial map o f the 
State f Georgin in 1785 pro es tb.i ' . P incipaJ Chief Pnth kiUer establ.ished 
wltat h thought would b e the Ch erokee carital at TUrKeyto n (now 
t\1abam n) in the m id- I 90s. Thc ill age as fOllo de in 178 by Ch ief I ittle 

urkey as a re fuge for n n -hos tiJ e Ch erok es d urin1' the Ch ickamaLlga­
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Cberokee \X/ar. UnO! tben th ere wcre ver)' fe\\! Cberokees !iv ing in either 
.!abama o r K cnrucky. Patb kill er was toid abuu t an agreement 

b etweco G eorge \'X/ashingroo and Georgia in w bkh G eorgi.'l was prorni sed 
th at th e Cherokees wo u!d be o ut of the p rese1lt boundarics oE Georgia by 
i805. 

i n 2020, twu of tb e scbolars iovolvcd, T ankers ley and ~leeks , insisted on 
the inscribed letten; being in the Ch cro kee syllabal)', jn spired by Sequoyah 's 
invention. Bu t th e o riginal autbc Jr$ of the ./ l !11en{{.ln An/iquiry arrjcle stuck t 

their gons amI claim ed, "The p etroglyphs are clearl )" no t symbols p resent in 
an)' version o f the Cherokee Syllabary."26s N o one scemed to think (as in tbe 
wot:d s o E a popular song), "Nobody':.; rigb t because e\7cryb ody's wrang." 

Befo rc ./'Hmr1rtlfl Allliqllity's story o f th e Cherokce syllabar)' is "wiki t"i ed," 
and Seqlloyah becomes eL1shrined as a " scholar, anis t, inventor and 
intell ectual" 01e al ready has a d assicaJly garbed statue in the U.S. Capi.to l), 
everyone. necds to rake a deep b reath und ste p inhal.i.og whatever they are 
inhaling. Tell Tbelll T!.I~' U'e, hy Tra\'eller Bird (Los Ä tl.geles: Westemlo re, 
1971) poked boles in the Sequoyab myt h m aDy years ago. Theaurhor, a 
descendant u f Sequoyab , presented an alternative history of the syllabar)', o ne 
fayorab.ly revie\\Ted in tbc A mericdll Illdian QtloJrer!y/!if) 

Harvard p ro fes so r Ban:)' Fell ibought the C herokec syLl abary a Bronze 
Age, Ea~ t MediternlJ1eao w [ jung sys tem and wcot so fat as to term it Linear 
Cpo and the epigrapher Gloria Fadey rccog nized und repo rted an earl )' 
instancc oE it in the P ossum Creek Stonc, now in th e permanent collection 
oE the Kerr !\1usewll in POte:<lU, O klahoma. 

Possum Creek lnscription 
" l t was first reported to me in J anuary 1975," wrore Fad e)", "by E laine 

Flud and her fri cnd J eann a James, who had s!ipped and fallen o ver it near the 
creek bed." She con tinued: 

1t Ja)" ~t dlC edge (Jf rh e o ld mrun charme! of Possum Creek, a tn butary 
to Brazeal Creek, dle Po teau River and tbeArkansas Rive.r, n ear tbe towo 
o f Calho un .. . . T he Possum Creek sto ne is pecked with fo ur eroded 
symbols, }I./2 tO 6 inches ral1. They are in a s traight line and have mosdy 
curved lines, which is not typical of most [New Wodd prehistoric] 
inscrip tioDs. Tbe Elar sto ne m easo res 5 feet long, 30 inches wide, abuut 

2(,HJan F Sirnek et al, "111ere l s No Chero kee S~'llab;ll')' at Red Bird Shelter (15CY.52): 
Reply to T anke rsley and Weeks," AIlm7mfl.4,l1iqJII{J' 85/2 (2020), pp. 388-91 . 
2Gv Susan Kal ter, "Arne.r:ica'!'\ H.istOl:i e~' Revisited ," /"l IIl,rjcclt! J/ldjrmQllorierb 25 (200l ), 
pp. 329-62. 
270 "The l\{inoan Language - Ünea r ,\ Deci pherrnen t," lipigrapbit' J odet)' Ocmsiol/al 
PliblicaJiollS 4 (1977), pp. 1-54. 
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5 inches thjck, a nd weighs about 3 0 po unds."2.71 

Fade ' $ essay 0 0 th e Pos ' um reek stooe fo rms a chapter in h r book 111 
P!tJiJl .light, \'nl. TI , fj rtheomin from h r e,xeeutOf Bart Torbett, Fadc)' died 
March 18, .. oe >. T here are on (, reek o r her kee imc.rip ti os in her fi.rs t 
\'olum ._- 2 

Tbe fo u1'-charaeter inscription on tbe Pos~um reck stone is apparcntly 
the legend 0 a large pe I M a l. It \Va, read a~ ancieot Greek, tranJiterated and 

[11\11slated by me (Do nald Yates) in cons uJtation wieh Ba n Wilkes, a 
Cherokee language in trueto r, and says, H - l l-KA-SA, "Thi ~ i the o ne 
who has tak n eh prize o f victory."2 1 T he witwers in Greck ;t thletie contests 
\ ere Cf( \ n d o n 'ueh platfoon s, and th eeremonial approa b-ways leading 
to shrines and sports are.nas w re lined wi th statueS o f fo rm r ehampi os 
standing at >p such base ' .2N 111c m wad o f inseribin O' thc symbol ' by 
p cking would seern to poin t ro produc tiun b, indigeno us inhabi tan t in the 
immediate I ca!. uch a 3 0 po und artifact ( o uld not luve tra \7eJed very far. 
It wo uld ha e taken a temn o f m en tO lift o r put it imo plaee. T hese were not 
casual ' isi to ts to preh i. to ric klabom a. 

T be G reek: o rd lIikao 'eo nq u r, \ in" appears in the nam of the athl [ie 
sho bra nd ik, and th e Helleois tie tanle of the G reek ,oddes o f ietl> . 
called tbe Nike o f Samodlrace. lf o ur int rpre tati n is corr ' ct, it also. urvTves 
in a ho t of In cl rn Cher kee lang uage deri \fatiom, induding af/e/c!Ja 

"contes t, baJlplay" (tates 201 2, p, 23) , the phrase flikohillmh . he's pL yi ng 
ball" an p I ee-nam s Iike ikas i (' ball-ground''). Comp,re C r ek l eatroJl 

"theater, , ssembly" \\ ilh ehen k e tetchamm "eeremonial eodosa re" and 
G r ek kafZOt! "scraper" tc eh ' rok e km/l{ a ·'scraper.' 27) 

211 G[no, Fade}", 11/ Pla!" Si"fJI, 01. fJ (unpublishl:d manus ripr in are of art 
Torbl:.rt) . 
.!'Z Gloria ·arley. In Ploill Sight: Id W'orld R/'C(Jrds in ndm! / Im rim (Golden: G loria 
Par Iey I ublications, 2U07) . 
~"3 DonaJd . att: , Old Wrorld Roots ollhe bemA.ee Oe ffer~on: l1c radand, 2 12) , p, 
131. 
~" I f ür similar wordin<t ()l1 vase and st ne, . e P. nos V. lavani trans. D r. Da id 
Hardy, fe reword by Si r John Boardman, tt/1IfJ and Sm/rtl/oli es in Amiwt .reeC!': 
O!Y"'.Pia, Dflphi, I.rtlJ,,/itl. 'fm tI tllfl/J- (Los Angeles: J. Paul Jett: 1us um: 20(4), 
llO, 126, 146, .'74. 
2" O n Ch rokee ballplay r1S • n analog ro the spor of dass ied am iq ll ic:y, ~ee D:wid 
Snnson , Tmk - !iJ/eti:r ulld tue , l'lIf.ri · 11J'pmt (Lus ngeies: nin: rsil) ur CaJifo rnia 
Pr S5 1992), pp. 50-­ IJ , and Yates, Id 1/7orki R OQ1J, pp. 83-4. 
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POSSUM CREEK STONE in Kerr MuseUDl, Potcau, OkJahoma: a) 
aansclibed into modem Cherokee font characters, b) transliterated infO 

phonetic l'aJue6, c) as photographed by Gloria Fade)' (see above), d) 
translated info .,ncient Greek, e) translated from Groek into Englisb. 

T here are also old, if not ancient, inscrip tioos in U1 C Cherokee syllabar)' in 
rth CaroLinapr, anJ a oew sampIe o f Cberokee, cJearly historical-era, came 

to ligh t recently in north .t\1abama.277 

The Red Bird Cave "perroglyph" is actually neithe!' an example of 

2 7(, R. B. \1)'crs and phowgraph in "Tamth in N.C.," L-.pigmphir Järie{,. Oamiollu/ 

PlfblicotWl1S 18 (19H9), p. 259. 

n Beau D uke Carrull et al , ''''r alking Sennes: Chcrokee SrUabary in ~Iani t() Ll Cave, 

Alabama," AllliqllilJ' 93/368, April 20 19. 
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Checokee r iting oor an insmoce o f " ~ uro - men cao" nincteenth-cen tury 
grafr'i ti . Thc upper half is an in cnption in ancicnt Greek letters and language 
(read from lefr ( righ t) and the lower l inc, much more d~ep ly il1cis d and 
ostensil l) u l er, is in the 1 b rc\V lan ruage and alphabe (read from right to 
left). f\ b ut th fo rmer, l"laus HalJu f, a crman epig r· pber, wh heaJ s a 
wo rld-h eri e p rojcct at the Berlin f\cadcm y of ciences to ubli~ h aI the 
in.scrip ti n ' o t an ient Greec (l nscriptiones G raeme, IG, :ince 1827) , fust 
identi ficd tbc upper part as Greek. 'We th ink e can discern the word 
T PO ," he w te to u in 2007 . "That suits cl1 co n te, 'r ,·tremd y weUin 
mar it means, 'This is the plae f ... ' Ir woet!d be e.'p c ed that rh re would 
a.lso be a o · m e above TOPOS in tl e genici c Case. T P)5 inse.t:iptions are 
a wiel spread eeUlTe nee in Greek epigraph)'. Aco rd ing to the lett r fo nn 
(Sif!;J11Rbas the form I), tbe iJJscrip tinn bcl ngs in h igh 01' late ugu tan times, 
i.e. 21\J- ,cl cenmry ati: r Christ. "27R 

Po ' ibh-, m upper reek p tU n is a calque o f tb 10 t Hebrew (o t' 
\, je; \Tersa) .lf this is thc ca se, it as made b . Greek-speaking, n::t'k-edu ate I 
p,-opl wh also kn J-Iebrew- a pert: Cl d scrip tion uf Je, . ftom 
HeJ lenistic tim' to Lat ' 1uqui . Tb <:: time frame is the same as the Bat 
Creek t ne, an inscripci )!l f( ond beneath thc h ael o E a skel ton in an clena 
mound, slnce 20 10 claimed as a ]cwish m ' num nr o f Cherokee hist ry by 
th tribaJ government oE the Eas tern Band of Cherokec Indian ..2-') Thc Red 
Bir r ck-gr u[ includ '8 other G reek in ~c riptions as weil as I Arabic, 
American Ogam 0.e. '\\ ' th ur vowels) and So uth emi 'e al habers . Tb 
surrounding region is notabJe for th c heavily traHicked trail ru nni ng th rough 
It called the G reat \Varri(.lt· p , th. The locale is marked bv a thick sampl ino- JE 
man)' di fferen rultmes th ro ugh time. 

cor ing tO Bird, th e Chcrokee \ ·riti ng. 'stcm was used b)' the Cherokee 
si ll e 1483 ru cl befi )( . Th Sequ())'ah tamil)' appa rencl\' prescrved a c ehe o f 
cl cum enls . "The 's urec' o f wha r I have \ ritten comes from more than six 
hund red ( ICLU11cnts wdtten by Geor~ Gu s [a variant sp Uin T ( f Gi t and 
, ues ] himsel f o n thick ruJed ledger bCJoks, small ieatll cr-bouno not bo " 

scraps f r äper, edes lf e.arly cighteenth and nineteen th century ne\ . 'papers, 
white buckskin , com huck aper, and mulber aoJ eedar 1 ark. 1t comes 
from the mass of writi r ~ b)' his children, grand hildren, and great 
grandcb ildrcn.' ·28(1 hese sampies were id otl)' in the cursive, or mlniscu l , 
'e ion uf ehe syllabary. T here \ as also a majuscuJe fu rm used fo r epigraph 7 

~~ Yates, Id W'orltl RoOfS, p. 13(). 

"" J. Ilustoo McCulIuch, Th/' BaI CreeA~ Sin/l/', 2 (/4 (2 10) publicatiun a\ ai labL anline 

. t h 5: / h \\ \'.asc.ohjo-stat ' .edu/mccullc ch.2/arch / batcrk.h tml. Dun cl .Yates 

and Teresa . Yare.s, CI; rokte D A , II/die.r: !Val pßople Ir'bo PI'(J/,n! I/;e emd/li.rf.r rr ,'f/!~ 


(phuCI1I x.: Panrhcr's Lodge, _( 14), p. 2. 

!'III rm'eller Bird, p. 143. 
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(as in the P ossum Creek Stone) and prin ting (as ill the plLbbcations procluced 
at N e\v E chota). Thc s to ry goes that Sequoyah, also known as G co rge Gist, 
attacked the problem by tryi ng firs t to de\-e]op a sign to represent a whole 
sentence, thcn a whole \","o rd, and finalI)' parts of \Yo rds. \Vhen he 
demon strated hmv hi~ yo ung daughter couJd recognize dle syllabic s.igns tü 

George L,owrey uoe day, the latter exdaimed , "Yo h l It sou nds liJ<e the Creek 
language." Lowrey's remark about th e Creek laoguage is mystifving, to say 
th e leas.t. 

T be O DC time when Seq uoyah's name appcared in a national mai nstream 
magazine in Cherokee chatactcrs it was m isspelled. Th e reason, acco rding tn 

herokee language teacher and United Keetoowah Band chid Geotge 
ickliffe, i5 that th e famo us figure's n ame is pronounccd with an initial - ('S m:ll1agc t 

ur - ll ~oLlnd .28 1 A mo re accurate tran scrip tion than Si-quo-ya is Essiquoya . in the 
uch a spelüng casts do ubt on tbe o ften-cited et:ymology from siqJ/o 'pig'. a ncesrry, 

Analogo us is lssaqueena, thc munt of a chie.f s daughter who befriends the Creeks d 
fi rst E ngbsh settle.rs n eal" K cawee-Town in South Catolina. An "Essiqlloj'a­
'ign ed syllabar)''' is included in the coUectioo cf the Gilcrea~e Museum io 
'ulsa.2!U 

:?ssiquoya anti lssaqueena point to origins in areas where Apalache, 
Catawba, Spani sh and Creek languages were spa ken. Sequoyah 's name co uld 
have been Cebolla, 01' Cipolla, a Ladino nam e m caning "onio n, li ttle nut. u1&3 

(IDe Ch erokec language has 110 sound for b bu t substitu te!; qff.) nie 
intertti bal sign taJk gesture fo r "onion, smells," along witb a phonctic 
resemblan ce - aud possibly an aUusion to M arranos, a sJur for J ews- migh t 
h:lsre let! to a SP UriO LI S connection wirh " pig." T his could also explain Jegcnds 
desccibing Sequoyah as a slü"enly hOlJsekeeper. Altem a tiv ely, it c0uLd have 
rep resented an aoti-Semitic epid1et. b saqueena evidentJy n: fkcted the 
~berokees> pronunciation of the J ewish nam e Sabina. 

In all likelihood, Sequo yah was half-Jewish , one-quarter Creek o r (Jther 
Indian, aod one-quarter black. Only by cuJ turaJ mi sappropriatioD is hc 
celebrated as a C.herokee hero. Like man)' th ings Ch ero kee he Wtl$ s tolen 
-rom the Creeks. T Lis mo ther was a balf-breed tfading pos t operator from 

Friene.o utside Cherokee territory, and his fatJler was Nathaniel G ist, a j ewisb 
chis fGtrader. l84 T h e Gis t fa.mily appears in Malcolm Stern's definitive mis ter 
with .A 

2:>1 Interview wirh t-.f::tck Bctti s anJ Donald N . Yate~ , T ;lhlcyuah , O khhüma,JuI) 30, 
2(11 U. 

~sz See \XIiUard W'alJ.:er aod James Sarbaugh, "'fhe E:u:ly Hi~tü f\' of the CheJUkce Howll. 


Syllabary," bJhrwbi.rlory 40. 1 (\X'imer 'J 993), pp. 70-94. T/"/)IIIIIJ 


83 As a per-oame it W:olS poplllar among J ews and as a sutnaJn e it cuuJd mean "Olle Moryk 
w ho seI.l s onjuns." :!ss St' 
284 See Samllel Cole Wfillim1s, "Nathanicl Gist, f:U]lC[ o E Sequoyah." hast TfllfItsJrt 'lIkJIII 

Hislor1CDJ Sode!J Pub/ira/iolls 4 (1932) 39-54 . Georgc Lowery [Lowrey], "Notablc 2lS<> Cl 
Person:; in Cherokee Hi story: Seq uoyah or George Gist/ Georp:e Lowerv aud Jobn Knr)p 
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AIJ/uic,m.r qfJell'ish D I'S( 11/; eher is n) qu stioo about their .lewi h roors.285 i\. 
cousin of quoyah' father wa~ the Ir inian Samud G i t , financi al partner 
of G [ge ashin gt n. ~aml1cl ist b ecame une 0 - the fir. t admiral!:)! 
insurance br kees in London, Iived f r nearly a hun dred years, helped . art 
Uo 'ds Bank o f La ndo n and owned tbe first stud racehorse CO c mc: t 
\menca, an " rabian T urk.'"' In Tbe abu/om His/ory o/Ibl' DÜlllaJ SlIIa",p 

COIlrpmry, G i. t is e. plicitly caUed , n o ld Jew" b. hi s n-in-law, J ohn 
.\ndersofl.-86 

As fo r Sequoyah's mother, \Xl ( otah o r ' utah, that is a West African \vord 
fr a \ itch , G ully O[ eechee, acco rding to Richard Tho rn t n. Je was ' Iui re 
common fot dian trad rs like [ atha nie1 G ist t U ' e l uste slaves to 
m:ll1ag tbeir facta r hou. in the uplands o f tbe Southeasr. Mus CA is a term 
in the Lower o utheast für a person oE mi.xed African-N ari e American 
ancestrr, as e sm in the case o f 0 onosto ta 1ti tbe pf"eVil us chap ter. T he 
Creeks deri ed the term fr m the Span.i sh word m~Jtizo. 

Fn'endship between the HighJand and Indians is dcpicted in 
chis folk-art nwraJ in downtown D aden . Compare the Indian man's hairdo 
with ApaJachep rJctices in Appen dix D. PhotO by D onald N. ·aleS, 2000. 

Ho\V, rd Pa}ne:' .follll1trl tif 'h1.'1'IJk..ee StIldies 2.4 (197 ) 8 -93. Tbe Pqylle-Blilrick. Popen, 

I '~"IIII<'.f 1, 2, 3. pp. 132-43 . .fean 1uir D ey and 1-hL'>:we1IJ<ty, bri.."lu!>brr i...1 ~f 


,I/arykmd alld . 'OIllC?J His Dt.i"Ctilda!llJ 167'.>-11)57 (Ch icag ; \\Mr, 1969). 

" 5 • ce Eli:dx:Lh '. Hi rschman and o naLd . Yat , 1m)! t/lld J',,[m-!;'I1J ifl British 


/J/ullial / Imenta 0 ffersun: Mcrarland, 2ü 12), pp. 137-39. 
2 • •harles Ro) ster, 171/' FO!iIIllJ'" HiJ/ol)' ~r tbe Di.wal SlI'omp omptlllj (Ncw York: 
Knopf. 1 ')9 l ). 
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Was N ancy Ward a Cherokee Genetically Speaking? 
un e)' Ward eamc h orn the Moytoy fam il y, tbc cxtended fam iJy of a 

f"igure whom ß ci rish offieial s called the Chero kee Ernperor, bu t sh c was 
hardl" onadmi~ed, H.er mother was T arne Ooe, daugh rer of Nancy 11oytoy, 
uf llL1certain eth ni ci ty, and her futher Sir FraL1ci~ \\'ard, a renegade Scottish 
Jai rd.2117 Another of her na1JleS wa..~ T~istuna-gi s-ke , "Ro:.;c." 111 is seem, tn be 
what i\{uslim indians called her, pcrh aps thc Creeks, fo r the surnam c \Xf~-lfJ 
in J\rabie (\Xi ardiya11) means " rose." E n?lishmen like John Ward, James 
Procter ofSo uthamptoo and Sir Franc.i s Vemey fratcrn ized wicll dl e 'Muslims 
and som e cven conycrtcd ro Islam. Comemporary I2ngl ish pamphlets ,ili fy 
rb em , and the Jacobcan pb)' h1' Roben Oa\"o rne, A Cbrir/i(fII Tilffl'd T"rk 
1(12), specificall y tar,geted \'(' ard, wh~)8e name was Arabici zed tO Wardiy-ya 

("o f th c rose''), and whose flagsbip was manntd by an rillglo-Turki sh crew 
of 400 pirares.l88 

1f Sequoyah is to be rejeeted as Ch erokee because oE his non-Cberokee 
birth , Nancy \~'ard and her descendants probably were also no t Cberokee. 
since thc)' fall that most crucial of tests, the hap]o type rcqui rement. Her 
particuJar Cl m atriEneal lineage (pa rticipant 2.66) is found only among 
Mexicaos, the U,S. H ispanic population and her own descendants, an 

hadindicati()IJ ma t it prob 'lbly was Mcxican in origin. As repo rted in tbc first 
Canalvolunl c of th ese studies, G ayl \Xlilson, an el1rolled Cherokee in O klahoma 

ltcarried it tbrough N ane)" Ward's g randda ughter, Sajm,l "Nancy" H ughes, 
histUIwho marricd YUUll?; D raggi ng e anoc (see Appendix B, Vill). lt was 
ro \X membcred as being of \\"ol f Clan. Wlhen we fo und thi s o ut in Phase 0, a 
Thü.young schoolteacb cr in California by the name of Juan 11,adrjd wro te to us 
posil 
by 11 
Yor

287 Acco rding to ßrent Alan Yanusdi Cox, l~lMri Il/!Je l:'.agk [)rt~s;ging CtJflOf ami Ihf 
bmergencf '!f /b( ChickmJJtJltgd COllji'fkracy (Milan: Chenanee, 1990), Nancy was [he 
daugh rcr of Sir francis \Xla rd, but according tu other~ her tillher was a J oh n Ward, AmI 
'nie o ffic ial playbook, howcver, makes he r fa lher Ha great Dclaware w:1Trior, flamer! Phil 
fivekiUer," abOllt whnm Il o thing further is knu\Vll. j \ classic book ()11 Nanc)' Ward 0101 

is: Anrue W.ll ker Bums Bell , Ali/ilary alld CmMlogim/ Brrord; oft!Jf FtJIIl(11/J Jl/di-t111 u;'OIJ/IlII on1 
Na/uy IPard (Washingtun: .A. W. B ums, n.d.), 1 nre rnct Archive URL: mo 
https:/ / arcluvc.org/detai ls/milit..'lryge.neaJogOObum/page/n6/ mode/2up. obs 
288 Mourisb nHjJ1CS d OCl101cnted in England at the time are Hammert (frorn 

:fohamm cJ ), 1innsur (lv[anser), Mustai n (Muston, Musson), Alj (Alve. Allie), AJouf 
(A1er[ ), \Val id (\XTall), Ridge, \Vhalley) , Ballu (ßaJJou, Bellnw, Bd Jows), Saio (Seed. \N"a 

woead), Ward (\X'ardiyya, Rose), Sillau (SaII )'), Tlalil (KaliI), D ey (Oee), Dinar (Diner, 
Dinner), K h,ul. Lucas (LouL,), Malek, Malim, OSOlfllJ (O smond), Otbman, Rey~ to 

(Rei, Rayes, Ray), D odo (Dodds, D audi n, Dolle, DoJon, Dodier, Dodoret, etc., alJ b~ 

from D avid), Shc rife (Sherive, from Sh..triff, Arabic "leaJ er") anJ Sidao (I fuschman 
:md Yates, lelJ's a"d M/(sli",s, p. 11). J\rabic names in thc :luthors ' gencal()gies iodllde 

shmole (Ishmacl) , Ridge/Watie (IJ1tJrU), Rcece (Ri is) , r\Jeef, Ashle) (Asselc)" 
" hone) man"), Hammett, Hanls, Sud dartb , lsham, Story (StC>ra), I l aIe and Hall'Y. 
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ioquirin?; bow h c()uld have ma tchecl ancy a.ra . iv1ad rid o f course, is a. 
faid)' comm n <larr, n . nam e. Bur h had n ) tradi tio n o f being her Jkee, 
ju t as Beth Katehi' diel no t ( h, p ter I). Hi g randmot 1er livecl among the 

omanch s and aU the family would talk ab ur i " om ' Indian bJ od 
, )mc" 'b r " \'ithout being sp dfic. Juan definitely had the Same form of 
3.: [ ancy Ward dcscendant ayl ,' il son , h we" , as well as parricipant # GG 
in Phase n,:!8'I 

Naney Ward Synd.rom e 
Tum ing fr m haplo('''Oll pS t 

matchcd Juana Le::zal de V n ~s, u daiupe T res, Ana :rv aria be, ta d . 
2 00, Nancy Ward (Cher kee T tibal Mo th r),j uaoll arela ~ 1 '6 , E lizabeth 
P ach s, Maria 1anuela 1artin 1765, CJe Jfas ui rre . '1932, Petra F arra d, 
- 19 8. P >n inspecd n, rhis lis t suggests thc ari e mcriC:Hl fo under, 
ho\ ever lun~ a~' he li ed , had 1U, ny clirec descendants ~ince the eigh teenth 
century, and rbat dlCY appe::ar tO be di ided bet:wccn a l\ lexican branch and 

h rokee descendants. 
te (hat Pa rti c:ipan .40 matches the previo us hapl type xactly n 

HVS 1 but no t n HVS2. he is ~ Ijza.b th [cl ' ; of Topock, t:izona. She 
had even mo r exaet match " includ ing u: ers \ ith anccs tu rs from Mexico , 
Canada, So uth \merica and tbe mred tates, 

lt is es timatcd t1'la t ancy Ward, the Bcloved ~ omw of Cherokee 
hi t [y, ha. m re than 12, 0 cl e ' cendan . Thc "Nancy Ward rene" was ried 
to Wolf Clan affiliatio n' ,d dlscussed in Yates wd Y te (201 4), p . 110-1­
This form c f C is cbaracterized br he LlnUSll delcrions at oud tid 

o. ition 24 , _ 0 and 291, Th se ar exactly replicat cl in tbe ,pecim en given 
by Parciciram .62, Beth Kateb i,-; , a r '<Incy ard m atch wbo li es in f'\ 

to rk. Tbc cl fin ing mutations are 1622 T 16~98C 16325C 16327T. 
1I my Iife " 1 a ebis Tote t ll S in 2 18, C l' e always known I am an 

m ricaD bom in ß r oklyn raised in Q ueens. B~) th my parems m et in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvani a on a Sabbath tri . 1y m om alwa 'S said her 
mod1Cr, m Grandma Marin liluminada, was Jf Italian escent an Je\ ish 
on b h siel . My "ather say~ that his fa ther is a paniard bv de cent and bis 
mnther m\' G randma, had also Italian Descent, M, Patber, a Sabbath 
observer along with my r 10m always kept the 'abbath b Iy. 

"We ne er sp ke much abuut our w c stry. hen 1 was 1CI years oiJ it 
\\'as Thanks,~i\'ing holiday week and my :;ch Jol asked tb e , tud nt: \ hat 
w(luld eb ey wan t to dres ' up as and I raised my hand in elas , and said," :mt 
tc) dress up as an Americun indian with a fea ther o n my head and 1:\ 0 

bruiels' 
"lvI r teach r " ie! , r hy \V uld YOLI want t eire. s up as an merican 

'.~ Yates and Ule$, ;JJtrokee D A . l I/die.; (201 ), p, 54, 
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indian?' and I said <1 am a Na tive American .' 
"1 diJn 't know why 1 said I was a N ative A111 cri can, 1 feit in m)' beat[ 1 

was N ative American. My paren ts oever men tin ncd am ·thing abo ut Native 
,\ merican anccs tn '. On A ugust 20, 2017, I received my fi rs t D NA tl: st. l t 
surdv confirmed N a6ve Amcncan-17 percent &om 23andme. And tben 1 
w ok the Anccs try D N1\ test. lt also con firmed 17 percent Nati ve Amerjc;m. 
FTDNA also co nJirmed it, aod l'vI y H cri tage said 27 percent Nati\' 
American. Living D NA said Native Am et ican 16 percenr. 

"Now 1 wan ted ttJ know \Vha t tribc:. 1 was on YouT ube and came across 
the video of D N i\ Consultao ts and W hen Scotland was j ewish . 1 watcbed 
the videll and went o n line andfIrst mdered my J ewish DNA test. When I 
too k the 23andme upon leaming of 111 )' Native Arnerican ancestry J a.lso saw 
Asb ken:izi Jewish ancestry, aJso WiU1 Ances tryDN.i\ . Iwanted to ünd ou t if 
1 h ad J ewish from rny fa th cr'~ side also. I fd t rbat my Nati ve American 
ances t11' '""as colluected to 111)' Jewish ances try. 1 began tu con nect the dots. 
When 1 rc.ceived my Jewi sh DNA Resul ts from DNA Co nsultams 1 was 
amazcd at m e results. 1 am Je,-vish ftom bo th sides, m y mom er 11l1 d famer. 1 
am Hungarian Ashkenazj , Is raeli J ewish, Jewish I-One Marker, Jt:wish lll­
T wo Markers. Megapopulations: j cwish Ancesu)" eaUle in 3rd Plaee w hich i.s 
amazing. 

"Now, m)' Native American ,UlCes try. So 1 dcciJed t () tflke their Cherokee 
DNA Test to see i f 1 had Chcrokee. DNA Co t1sultants confi nned mv 
Cberokee ancestr )' widl 'significan t arl1Qun t.~.' T hat conftlIDs m y Native 
American. l still wanted to dive deeper in to my Native American 2ncesrry. J 
ah cady knew 23andme g:ave me Mtdn a C l an d 1 knew thtough research of 
my O Wt1 that this materoaJ Une of Cl was Native Amencan. So 1 also did a 
full sequence mrough FWNA aml J rcceived CI b2. J also did a Natin~ 

mencan maternal DNA through D NA Co nsul tants and recelved thc same 
Cl b2. Perhaps, Nancy Ward 1S My GGGGGGGRAND:NIA Ancestor! Sbe 
herseJf was tbc San1C type o f Cl Mtdna. Yes, ] um Jewish , a Spaniard. and 
Cherokeel" 

The Autosomal Pictua:e 
n an auto somal basi s, K.'l tehis' leading megapopuJatioo match es wer 

I bcrian , !\1.idcUe Eas tern anu J ewish. Her world m atches also reflected the 
Spanish and j ewish background her parents had to ld her ab(lut. 

But she also had !'trong Cbeto kee aud o ther Native American matches 
(Cherokce l1O . 57, Amazonian Indian llO. 50, Paraguayan Indian 110 . 95, 
FJo rida Native Americans no . 103). CouJd h er m atrilineru descent go back to 
an American I ndian woman brough t from the N ew World by Spanish 
colonial s? H er mitodlondrial DNA matches the N an cy W ard tvpe found in 
m any Cherokee people bu t ru so a type prevalent in Mexicu. 
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fnu nd in 
Chief Chilt;JSki or FaJJjng Blossom, Ayast3s ' Daughter, and Ahamanita or 
Young Deer, 58 YcatS Old. N ational Anthropological Ar hivcs. 

2'0<1 Y~te$ , OM lr!'orJd RIJ(l/J, pp. 48-49, 159. 
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Rank atches 
1 Portuguese - Northem (n =286) 

2 Moroccan Berber - Asnj (n = 105) 

3 Portuguese - White (n ~ 146) 

4 Sardlnia In =125) 
5 Moroccan Berbers (n =48) 

6 Spanlsh - Canary Islands (n =1381 

7 Arab - 0 n (n = ) 

8 Portuguese - Central (n =114) 

9 Portugue e - Azores (n =100) 

10 B ~ n - Ba la n = 1SO} 

ßeth Kateflis's top 10 worldpopulndons. 
.An othe r. ~u bdHde )f C heroke was found in cnro lled C h emkee \Vill (a 

,lee Van ( c1ül-Krapf (C)423) .290 H er lin Jc riv t's fro rn Elizaheth Tas cl who 
p~rtnere I wirh a Briri sb frontier 1ffi cial ~ cors tt-ade r Ludc)\'ick G rant, a o ut 

1 2il. Tbc un.i ) o p ro d uced a daugh tcr, rvlat\, G Gltl t, whe in turn m arried 
Wi lJJam E mory, allo tber trad et. T heir issue engende red m any cleb rated 

Cherokee nam es: D uc, Watts, Corntasse! , Stua rt ((rom J o h n S tuart, the 
Briush ~tge nt) , Rogers aod '\ a t . O lJah rna co\vboy bumo ri5t W ill Roge rs 

(1879- 1935) is am ) n toe descendam s. EUzabe:th T assel was " wis ter Clan. 
almte! Ri.le " a tradcr in rtbeast A labama, ma rried t\vo siste rs , G ulus tiy u 

allel igodigeyu, of th is clan . Both were daugh ters f C h ie f D oub lebead 
(pai nt Oan) . l1)at p r lmincn r mem b f of thc famous Mo\·to) c1 ynas " the 

on on' ill enaw ah, or G reat agle (Ia th toe Tis to e), m arri cl reat. d au;:rhtcr 

nf German sp r C hristian Pcib r by a d au,sh te r u C hief J\I<)yt()~ II ( !olf 
ChUl). Wi e ce patrerns in these connecti Jl1 5 retl eccing eh e Cherokce raboo 

agains t marrying into tht S:lm e d an. Man:iage p artne rs are chusen fro m an 
nppo ite clan , o ften th a t o f a g randfather. 

Real People: Portraits of Cheroket: in N onh Carolina laken by farnes 
Mooney for th e Smithsonian in 1888, frOIIJ left: Wilnori, Fonner Second 



Chcrul.n DNA S tudi~s 11 

Twenty percent of Ivfexi cans carr)' C 0\7etall ; it'~ also a m~jor haplngroup 
am ü ng the Eas tern Creek Indians, wbn have proven roots "~<)uth o f tbe 
bottler." Did N anc\" (or her mother o r mothers m other) des ceod from thc 
lvIexican wi fe oE a Spanish coJünial at a time ",hen Spaniards (often Sepbardic 
Jewish) mined the moun tains and built villages and mis~ions as rar !1orth as 
Vi rginia? O r was her mitocho ndri ,ll line Cherokee a1l the \Va)' back? 10 othcr 
words, was tbe precise haplotyp e brought from ·iVlexko in tbe 17'" () f t 8rn 

centur)' ur had it traveJed previously south of the bo rder after leayrng a miaor 
trace in the i\ppalachians that expanded widcly there. The fo rmer scenario 
scem s more Ekely. By that criterjnn N allc)" Ward should be classified as 

pan ish rather than American lndian. 1f the Chen) kee N atio n were tO fü llm\" 
sr.rict p rotocol, her female une descendant:; wo uld not be enroJJed because 
the admix tu rc ~hO\\ln by her m.itochondrial DNA was not prt:-Columbian. 

Perhaps , however, bo tb the WolJ Clan and T wister Clan C's were Creek, 
whicb is to elluivocate and say r-.fexican by o rigin anyway. Afte r I quescion 
Nancy W arel's tri bai ancesu·y. Richard Thorutol1 drew 111)' atten tion to an 
article he had wntten and publisbcd in 2019.2')1 ft was titled " Was NlU1CY 

ard ActualJy a Georgia o e Soutb Carolina Peach," and it p resented a poim­
by-poin t co mparisoo b etween tb e legends (and a bizaue, flash-in-tbe-pan 
to.uring musical) \vith the Na.ncy v\'ard u f local bi storical recQrds whose 
descendants continue ro Jive in N orth Georgia. He underli ned Jewi sb, Creek 
aod Asturian connectio ns: 

lf ~he lived in Cho te, it was the older OD e bere in the Nacoochee Vallev, 
whc.rc Helen, Geo rgia i~ now, o riginaUy an Apa]ache to wo. 111e lndiw· 
here were mixed P()[tuguese, l \s turian, Jewish , M ajo rcao , Creek, etc. Her 
busband Briao Ward , a cousin thro ugh her fa tber, was from \1{:ilkes 
Cr)unty, G a. ifarther so utb be tween Athens ane! J\ug ustaj. After 
marrying Nanc)" he ffi0\7ed up to tbe ee!ge o f Cherokce terri tory where 
tbere was a community of p eople witb the same mixture. These 
connections are in the Stephens Couotv His rory IToccoa1. Even after 
Bt;an or Bryan t W ard died and Nancy took up with a man o n tbe O coee 
R.i ver, she wouJd frequ ently visü her relatives in Steph ens Coumy, G~ 

h e played a majo r ro le in. keep ing tbe Ch erokees, Creeks and wb.i te~ in 
ortlleast Geo rgia o n p eaceful terms durinE: the American Re,·olutiun 

and Chickama uga wars.2!J:! 

nce again, it appears th at f<lcts, good o lu-fashioned logical thinking 311d 

291 BIo!'; post f rom September 18, 2019 in The Am eric;u; ReveaJed: https:// 

apalachcrcSlOa rcb .com / 2019 / 09 j 18/wus-n-'UlC} -ward-actu<ll.ly-a-gcürgia-or-south· 

caroLna-pe:\Ch /. 

2g2 Richard ThOT'nton, per$Onal cnlllmunicatio ll, reb. 26, 202u. 
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on-rhe-ground inteLLigenee are ntc~ssary to pr viele a check on the 
genetieis ts , nealogists ~.ne! an th rop olo 'Ti -r . Loeal lust ry expcrt~ o fren take 
a skeptical iew oE the p Ott cl hist ries and g nealogies cobbled t gether by 
academician and j urnali t and en. hrin cl in re ference works like Wikjp d ia. 
But it is cx tremely haId to dial back tbe lies. Like rh Roman god 0 rumo r, 
th )' "grow a hey go." 

Syllabaries Ga10re 
eqllo rah adap tcd an anci ot syllabary thar as cLlrrent ar und 1820. He 

did n t ll1 vent o ne ILYflibilo. li 's lonarie s6zed on th . majuscul versjon ane! 
designed a fo nt L1 sed co prim reLi ious tfacts and ospd b oks in tb e 

htrok e bnguage after 1820 at \. Echota in north Georgia . Later it 
nppeare I in new:papers and became fi xed in fo rm. lt:; long hi - [Q) can be 
ill ustratcd from around 200 BC ' (po5~ Llm Creek Stone), w11en it 1/as used to 
r pr duce tbc G reek Ianguag • to a herokee chief , neck sash in a pOftr it 
by ,ir Jl) bua Re. 'nold~ from 17 >2 (see thc picture uf 0 , ten<lCO i n har t r 
IO).29J Its us in this painting by Reynolds predatcs the supposed bir th of 
Sequoyah abo ut 1770. I t is the same type uf argument as our lbetian sun­
temple und ern ath C r ek mound, ur Scandinav ian ira n furnaces underneath 

hio Valle d ena m lIncis. 
Sequoyah p r bably ne\'et saw the "Sequoyan Syllabary." What Che.ro kees 

lise no ~ was created in 1827 by' lias BouJinot, editor o f tlle Cberokee ] zlOlInix 
ne~ spaDer and the Re\'. Samuel \'\,'orcestcr, a missionarv from N 
EngLanj. S'eq uoyah's lette r fo rms were quite differen t. The wideiy repeated 
claim that tb · qlloyah Syllabary was uscd throughollt the eher k ' e auon 
is n t tmt:. Even th o ugb the printed version lIsed in the Cberokef! Phomi..x 
newspap et was free f r all 'herokee cirizens, there waS so little deman d for 
it that Bouruno t evemually began pllblishing the ncwspaper soleiy in 
lingiish. 

Jorrh Car !in Cheroke s n ver accepted the syltabary. Thc, attem pted 
co e.xecutc ... e Ll yah and his wife on COnVlctJons f practicing 
witchcra ft. J\ ltho ugh s(;ri usly wOllnded from days of tOrtllre, th ir li - es " er 
avcJ by a trO p o f C eo rgia 'herokee lighr H urse, commanded by ap tain 
ohn Ri e, '\ hen Ricb:o..rcl Th roton was a land planning consll itant to the 
astern Band f e her kee~ in 1976, onl)' a band ful f rrjbal 01 mbers even 

knew ql the s)'llab ry. o ne used it. F-I weve r, tha t sam e year, the , mte 
Board of Tounsm and H umanities Cu uncil paid fo r tw ) teaehers to COOle 

from klah m a t teach dlsses in this " tri baI" wci ting system. S o n, i \ as 
taught in eh C hc.rok High 'ho] ;11ong ich :l new ersion o f metehL tOry, 
purportin tf that th e h ro kees had li \,pd in orth arolina tor- at I ast a 

291 Se i\.lden T. aughan, Trans{/tl,lIItic r. IlCU{(!lI ",'S: A mm iw/ TI/d/alls /" B ilit/ill, 1500­
I 16, ami ridge Uni ersi • Press, 20 16, p. 171. 

233 



Chcr" hc" D"< \ SludiL'~ LI 

thousand years. 

Inception of thc Cherokee 
j\ tb ousand vears ago, th e Cherokec wcrc nowhcre ncar presel1t~day 

Tennessee, G eorgia or Alabama. 111ey were not eaning thei r seript on the 
Red Bird ca"c entrance in Kentucky, thuug h G reeks, H ebrcws, Celts and 
o thers were leaYing evidencl: oE their presence tbere. According to \X'illiam 

ubanl:s, tbere was a ti me when the Cherokec did no t exi sr, 3nd d1eir rribal 
name lnd not been im ·en tcd 0 1" uscd of theIn. Mu reover, Eubanks claimed 
tha t C.herokee idenci ty, or their u-ue name, "ha~ ncver !Je<.:n fo und out, and 
perh aps n (!Ver will be." [t was ades ignation givel1 to those " initiated as a tribe 
inta the castern myste.ries . .. by a wise branch o f the tribe knuwn as those 
who spake the language of Seg." He focused on tb e name "Esb-he-cl -o­
a rcbie," whieh we have deri\' ed fro m G rcck E tbcloikcoi "V ollln teer S(>ttlers, 
CoJoruStS."2Y4 lf read th is way, it is uodoubtedly the same word as Sbalako, 
th e oame of tbe mp;tical taU whjre .ghos tly aocestors (jf Zuni ritua1.2ij!i 
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Thruston Tablct. Afterphotograph in M3lJery, p. 735. 

294 WiJliam Eubanks.. "Cberokee Legend of the S Oll uf l\.tan ... The Red R:lce, Ir 15 


Clillmed br üu s ~'ci tcr , \Xfe re rhe Originat"ors nf rh e /\ncient Apollo Worshi p, Now 

K nown as the Christia n ReLig-ion," in j l Colk.Jion v/ Il7urks I!J l17illialll Ellbaflks, cd. 

Doug Wcarhcrly and Krisr) HaIes. American Native Press ..\rchives and Sequoyah 

Research Center. Published ()nlinc: https:/ / uaJrexhi bits,org/ tribalwri ters/anifacl5 / 

E ubank s_CüllecLion-o f-\'\'ü r.ks-by-William -Eubanks ,html. 

295 O n Hopi and Zuni wnnecti()ns, !'ce D onald N. Yates, OM SIJIfIs ill (l N~IJ ' lI"ilr/d.· 

Thr Sti'f't't His/ol)' of tbt Cbrroktdlldialls (Phoeni x: Panthcr's Lodgc, 20 14), eh. 1, ''111C 

Hopis' EIder Whi te Brürher," pp. 1·J 4. 
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with Ja.rge meld, fr01D the 
T Juuscon Tablet. 

Lik much f the teIl tale evidence W' have focused H1 in this b o k, the 
hm ron Tablet ha been .' vept unde r the carpe t. pervas ive assumptio n is 

that it c m fro m an ndian muund, but thc tru m i mat it was du ut 0 th 
bank uf R ckr C reck near Ca taJ ian Springs in _Ul11ner C un " T enoe ' ce, 
by a 10cal fatmer 'ometime before 18 4, "TI1C arc heo1omst ate Thru 'wn 
came io t üwnershi a llel re ented ü to the T nnessee Stare l-lis torical 
Socict), (0 w T eon 'se tate Mu. eUI11 , ac . 4.1l ) , The current cnnsen u S 

interp r t itS central 'e l e as cJ piccin t 0 lndian warrior ' 'hakin hands 
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vigo rously after having a bit o f a row.:!'J6 We beg tu differ. Por o ne thing, tbe 
.vo lndians joined in ceremony are not two males, hut a femalc, sbo'wn by 

her maiden's hairdü, and a male, tlle same as frorn anü thcr scene on tbe tab let 
where he 6ghts the opposing chief. Thc male obvjously p laces une hand on 

the female'~ shoulder, while the female [eaches one hand toward the male' 
lips. Unless we are deaJing with an ancient version of same-sex maniagc., thi 

a standa rd Indian ho nding cerernony. Tbc wampum the. one chiefs 
daugb ter brings to tlle cerernony shows it is a peace treaty. 21)~ 

\X;"e haven't been able to cxaminc the T hm ston Stone personally or stud)' 
good ph otographs uf it. h bas se"crallayers and pands and is qui te compJex. 
\'Qe reproduce some of the scenes for our readers to srudy for themse.lv ~,. 

We believe it relates tu tlle Cherokees' migration to Nliddle T ennessee from 
th e Ohio VaUey. Here tlley became known as tbe !vlounmio People (Otill.i , H 

Cherokee word, Walam Olum V.43), also Ani-Yll\1wiya. or Principal People, 
another 0 1erokee word. The Th rus ton Tablet cannot be datcd because its 
arcbeolngical cüntcxt or stratigraphy was never prnpecly reco rded. 'ne 
.,ceoes could refl ect the defeat and subsequent aIJiance of the Stony T ribe b)' 
the Leoapes, as described in verse 443 u f Book IV of the Walam O lum­
sornetime betwcen perhaps 100 BCE and 100 CE (Chapter 5). ll1C Cherokee 
could ha\'c bto ugbt thc Thrmton Stone along with th em 'whcn tb ey migrated 
to T ennessee. At any rate, it records a rnorganatic marriage between two 

tribes-furtber adding to the admixture in tllC Cherok ees' past before they 
settled on me Li ttlc Tennessee and l-lolsten Ri HT and in I':.eowee, tl1 eir tbree 
primar)' settlements of old. 

T he Tennessee Rive r was calJed tbe River of the Cberokees in Bri ti sh 
colonial bj ~tory, b ut its prcvious name was apparently Callimako. This is tll e 
name o f the Indians scttled in the middle reaches of the Tennessee R iver on 

old Prench maps. Callimako also appears ()!l Robert tvlo rden's 1693 English 
map . We suggest the name is Grcek, similar to the weLl -known H ellenie poet' 
name of Callimachus, which means "good figbter, warrinr." Tbis couJd have 
been one of the tri baI names oE tbe Cherokec when thev firs t came to 

291> Vi ncas P. Stepooai tis, Vem on James Knig ht, .Ir., George E. Lankford et al , 
"lcollography of the Thruston Tahlet," in: G e()rge E. Lankford et aJ, 'v 'iJlla/i~/il!, the 
J acrrd. Crmlli( 1fisiollJ, !Vgjolll/lislII, alld tiN / 11'/ or thf lI1i.rs;Js~)I)iilf/ fj7(Jr/d (A ustin: U of 
Texas P , 2(11). There are \1ario us inaccu rate reproductions an ti liu e draw1ngs of chis 
arti facr. Perhaps better than T hruston's is tha t which appears in Garsiek Maller)" 
Picff{/'/!-IY"rilillg rf 11,,, AnJrricafl Indialls, vol. 2 (New York: D over, 1972), p. 735. 111(; 
photo thc Tennessee St::l te Museum supplie~ is not useful fp r der.a iled stud}. Possibl) 
one of thc most valuable artifacts in American l ncü ;1n cutture is routinely kept hidden 
away and onl)' occasiooally put on display. 1L is trearcd üke lhc Tueson J\ rtifacrs In 

ri7.ona . Lankford 's reanl took phütographs but won't Rh~1rc them. 
zn See a more cletailcd analysis jn Yates, Old WurM Roots (2012) , pp. 80-82. 
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Danald . Y"tc , und TC(CS3 1\ . Yal<:s 

Tenne ' 'ce, simila r to h el kee," · tunt r settler .' '2'JiI 

r centl ) sent scan s oE th e Theu ' ton ab i t to l o hn Ru kamp , au m or 
siatic Ecboes anti an e. p~rt o n ma.ritime pattern' in O ld ~ ' o rlel anel N ew 

World epi raphy.2Q
'J He inun ia t 11' confi tmed [he am iq ui ty of the s le amI 

th ugh t the sh ip (falsel\' alled "gallery" by otbers) w as Scandina ian , Greek 
r en Mino an. e1 cl.i tio nally strange to say, 'om e o f the uuidenti fi ed w ri ting 

was read by him as Chinese. "I t app a r, to U1 th t there eo uld be threc 
Cbinese ba, ed symbols inv olv cl \ ' th thi ' item " he rep rted . "Fir ' t ... th 

ur horizontal li nes may b fo r tl1e numb r füur 'Si.' ee od ... X- haped 
sa ck-man could b a fi lre uf'\X/cn, ' which in th is cas looks a. if it is holding 
a TI h ing pole \\11 th a fo rked end of th ~ line. r it c )uld just be a d rawing o f 
a stick-man, a this i .. a difficlIl t image to wo rk \lith becall se of ir5 artistie 
uature . ... Fina li}' . . . the.r - ap peaJs w b the Chinese symbul [ i ' f r rhr ~d 

r ro pe (a oup le o f twis ted fiber ). T hi s may I (; a separa te drawiog, o c it 
could rd ate to thc larger depiccion, ." 

Background pan el on T hruston Stone ShOl'VS Chinese num ber four (red 
circJe), Wen litick-Iigure (,green) and O Jincse symbol for Mi, onsi ting of 3 

couple oftwisted JJbres (blue). 

19lI 111Ornron deri~ ' S it from a fayao or • huatl language adopled inro Hitchi ti , a 
_reek IanQ,'Uage cugnatc ~ ith l\layan lrsate r 1tza, :lnd believes it m an H ous o f 

U, e Chief. Bur wh \v,ll.ud ,I placc-namc mca nil1 <> Hunst! o f the ,hie f be cxtende I LO 
a wbul!:' ri,er , ': te m nr r gion? Th<.: word rolli docs indeed se m t mean "he u, " in 
~lexican laIIf;,'1.1ag s. t least, !eom/li i5 we il known as the ztcc word ~ r ' god-house, 
temple, p) r, mi ." But !l!ako is differem phoneticall)' fr m thc word fm "chid" in 
Cr ek langu::l!!es, U SU:1lJj r nder cl as !IJiko o r mlccfI or T"in,I!.IJ. T hc rhcol) , trike. m e :15 

as r:ti.ned, 
2'>') J hn .' rthUI Ruskamp, Jr ., "ot;e l:::. r!;OfS ' T!;e Tdm/ijicaliu/I of /-II/nmt Chinm 
PirllJ,gm,,/S in Pre· oilimbioll V0/1/1 A flIericl7f1 RiI,:k [Frlilin</;, 3r<! C I. (Create pace: 2016). 
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The Thrusto n Srone incnrpoLates several alphabets, incl~J ding Ogam, O ld 
Chinese, Tifinagh and runic. Much analysis by qUlilified experts remains to 

be done befo te tbe world wil l know its tr ue me.aolng. ~[a ny oE thc 
ico oographic mnti fs, such as tl1e doubie serpent J esign on the opposing 
wal'riot's shieJ d, are echoed by inscriptions on Tumamoc Hili in A rizona. It 
could m us bark back tu thc arrival of wat part of Maui's tleet, w hich made 

hmdfal l on the \\Teste.m shurcs o f America. The rJgonqulao warrior Gf that is 
hjs tribJ1 affinj ty) wears a solar J isk on h.is bead, like many of tbc Sea Peoples 
(chapter 7). Could the l h ruston Tablet in fact commemorate tbe uligioal 
expedi tion of th c 3rd cen tu ry BeE in wbicb Chinese srups helped rrauspurr 
the Eshelükee across the PaciEc to tbc N ew Wnrld? 

- oe can't bdp drawing atteno(ln to cenaiJ1 details <Jf tbe Thruston Stone 

tbat raise even more e..xci ting speculations: 

• ls the bride in the scene wearing a six-pointed star, and is that meant 
to co nvey her being Jewish? 

• Were tb ~ Cbin ese pictog.rams made bv d,e hanu of a Chin ese trade 
partner or simply bv Sü1l1eone o n these shore~ fam iJjar '",im Chinese 
writing? 

• D id tbe Algonquian tribcs Ll se Chinese writing? 

• Does tbt' pictogram of the rope (Mi) stand for tbe T \vi ster Clan 
(Che.rokee /-IaplogrOLJp B), whose name, like that o f Hilo, came from the 
twisted n<1\' igationaJ ropes emblcmatic o f Hnwaiians? 

• Finallv, j~ the central symbol o n tbe upper righ t p anel reillJy a 
ro(:>~tcr? Same sort of "SUIl b ird "? Whatever je is, it e.xactly duplicatl:S a 
pettoglypb o n tbt:: very top oE Tumamoc H ili in T ucson.3J1<J 

"ben d,ey uved on t1, c Grcat "Plains , the Cherokee were called Stony~ . 

hen they passeJ over the M.ississippi, the trlbes tbere nt th at timt: calJed 
them tbe Chan, or Snakes (Shanogi). T he lroquoj~ , Creek, Scminole and most 
other easrem tribes knew them as the Ca\~e People (Rickobockcns), a~ dicl 

-'f.1 ror thc man)' Chinese i.n.scriptions, see Ruskamp, anel cf. Gayle Harrisou 
Hanmann and Petcr C. Boylc, N m' Perr/JeclilJes on Ibe Ror-k Art alld P"fbistonr Sellit fuml 

OrgrlfliZtllifJII oj T UflJa!1I0[ HiLI. '["(SO,,, An·zolla. Ariw na Stare Museum l\rchaeological 
Sc ries 2U8 (fUCStlO : rlliwna State Museum/ U of Arizona, 201 3). For signs of Greek 
mariners :Uld a Phoenic.iao inscripuon on T umamoc, see DonaJd N. Yares, 
"i\elmixturc in Pima Inclu cles G reek and Sarcli nia.n," Midulf!slem EJ)igr<1jJhir ,\ firitly 33/2 
(May 2U16), pp. 3-7; a\'ai lablt: on linlö at academia.edu~ https:/ / ww,,·.acaJemia.edu 
/25065095/Admi.." l1.Lre_iD_Pim:,-lncJudt:s_G reJ;:k_ancl_Sf ..rdinian~Gt:nc ti cSignatu 
re_oCthe_~'1i n()ans_Se-a_Peüple s_,1 nd_Other_Mediler:rane,U1_Peoples_in_the_S()u 

thwc~t. 
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th Tihanama (LaJ,rifJpe h!)'Q, lit rally, Cav Indians). Ju t bef, Jr the arri ' al of 
rhe panish ehey were called rali , r Otari (' , lo un taine ts"). But the o lJ est 
ethnflnym \.va. ... helokee. T hc E no'li h turncd th< t io to <. harakey, 
Cheruk ." I t YaS a uarn tba t app ared Ü1 earl)' panish a e unts , n m:tps 
as Ch alaque. F r m e\Tc.r)'thing wc ha e ga th ered fr m thc archeologi .al 
record , ehe Cherokee wt re., , t1 y-on, and co ntinuou:ly a m i.x ture o f man)' 
different peoples, bm the:' \ e re M C pe pIe. 

standard ler' n in the t x tbooks teils llS that the o ffi ce o f p.rincipal chief 
as no t intr d uced among the eh l'ok e: anJ other a uthcastern rribe until 

the Briti sh reated it, '\vishing tn hav a single auth ority to deal with on 
matt rs o f trade. English r Li e)' was to app iot headrnco t si treaties fo r 
al l town in their " n a ti o n." 1\5 R. . Cotterill s ys u f th I 2 1 tr a ty at 
C ngar e, the British " cr ared, on IGav. F ran cisl l ich lson's uggestion the 
new o ffi ce u f pcinci pal chie f, [ v , ring thereto a chief w hom the Carolina 
writers havc effccri e1r d i oui cd a ~ rosc tasa tr v Ja fo rm f Outacite, 
l\1ankiUer,trom thewwer Town of' <tOel." TIlehLtorian harlesHu d~ n 
agrce, dut principal chief clid not come ioto fashion until th c mid - igbteen th 
century, when a br cl f fndians \ h might bc ermcd "Fort In lians" 
gathered a ro und th~ trndinn pos t: built on the sOlltbeastern fr nber. Moytoy. 

ld Y'lop, dl " non-enti ty" .Amascos. ire, ttakullakulla and conost ta thus 
serv a [rea ty ch ief ~ r the Chero k e. ln tb same \Va , Tum chichi anJ the 
,. ':mp ro r" Brim funeti n a pup p ts m anipulated by the ngLish in Georgia. 

nchak m ike ( ,hief ku nk-Holc) fulfi lls the samc rnle amonn the 
Choctaws uoti! the French ha 'e bim kill d . 

Multiple Moytoys 
Such a m dej ml1Y no be complerely ace'urate, though. T h c p ri ncipal 

acto(s in the h r)k . N ation at thi s tim wer J e\ s. ot nly are fOLlr of 
the seven Cherokees \~i s i tin, London in 1 30 cl pic ted with J x ish sidelocks, 
bu t it wa.s n ted thar unlik.e previous dei >gauons, they die! not att nd any 
chu(ch services, no r !'"quest an )' Chrisriao ma terial s, on.ly gi fts fa useful 

101 '\narure \.l eh a bu lt ts aoe! I!1powder. e da not knO\v how okl theJ t!': 'i h 
strain is in the Cherokee. Perhaps ie i. coev~LI with theü' <>en e. i in the third 
ceotury B ~ . There are mllltipie f )"toys, nut just dle ne ,uming tri cl tu 

ge t to accompan y him t -i ngland wbo declined becaus hi s ife \Va.. iU. How 
much of] i h parti ipati Jn in Cheroke politics \ as o pportunis tic anel how 
!lluch borne out )f the tralL·s r c <>ni tiu n o f p reexistin genetic anu 
religiou ries ca nno t be Im )\\111, but official title. used by eh Ch rokee 
cl legati n f 1730 \Vcre all in eh 'o ld lanQUage." T hese a1l 1 n I t ro ng 
supp lIt tc th' ocigin narrative oE the Esb e.lokee. Most of tbem are G reek and 
military in inspira tion, fro m Moyt( )' ( dmiral) to Skalilosken (<<herald") ,md 

lli l \' aughan, p. 14 . 
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Chervk"c DK '\ Stl!dil' ~ 11 

Kolanll (kflrlmOs). 
As esoreric symbols in Ostenaco's rnakeup remind us, sometirne.s it \Va, 

Freem asoory ratl"Lef than Judai sm that info Lnled rh e traditions o f cll e 
Cberokee and encouraged families tu imermarry. 

T hc n ame Lonoe)' from Sp anj sh-Portnguese Luna (Hebrew Yareakh 
" moon") was burne by mCll:e tban one Cherokee chief. 

T bc admixed cbief Black Fox, 1805-1 81 1, ~J so kn üwo as r-Ieory White 
:tnd called by Washing tQn " the Chero kee king," had h.i s seat at Creek Path 
o n Sand MO Ll!1t:ün in Nortl1ern j\J abama. He is supposed [Q be Donald Yate-' 
sL"th great-gr,md fa tb er (see Appendix B . VI). Hi~ sister married John Looney, 
a Cumberland pioneer whose foreb ean; en tered the Co lonies through 
Penn5yh"ania . BeEore that tbey lj \' ed o n the I s1e o f Man, wbere they wert:: 
bankers and trade rs (o r pixates , accnrding to some sourees). Prageny of thar 
m arriage was Chief .l obn w une)', who signed the Act o f Union between 
E as tem aod Western Che rokees in 1839. 

\X/illiam Webber, also called Redbeaded Will , \Va~ the san oE a B ri tish 
f6 cet fatber nam ed \'{febbcr and tb e Cbcrokee \\Ioman wbo was also 

Ostenaco's mother, evidently a Jewess. The rwo haJf-brOLhers were reiared to 
Blackhe~ded Cooper-> recorded as a Cllickamauga chief. T he Webbers 
ioterm arricd with rhe Vanns. p rom.inen t in th e Cherokee hierarcby beTate 
anu a fter Removal. TIley were pure Sco tti sh Crypto-Jews . 

Sarah \'('ebber married John B rown, a fam ily that sent scveral S005 to rll C 

Creek Wars. Chief W iJl 's daughter Bets)' Webber marri ed ChiefJ ohn Loone~-. 
Their daughter E liza A bigail Looney m a.rri ed DanieJ Rattling Gourd. 
.A.nother daugbte.r, E leanur, m arried Gen. Stand Watie, and yet ano th er 
daugh ter, Rachel, mardcdJohn N ave, the grandson o f D anieJ Ros0 and i\1:u)' 
AcDonald , who were thc parents o f ChiefJohn Ross. 

Wataugan leader Jolm Looney's son by bis Incli an wife was Moses 
Looney, who matried Mary G uest/Gi st, the granddaugbter o f Sequoyab 's 
fa tbe r, N atbaniel G ist. Moses at firs t parsucd warfare but, like Doublehead, 
gave it up and setded down on <1 plantation in Lawrencc County, Alabama. 
where he died in 1855 . In a rare prin t preserved by one ofhis clescendants he 
is shown in erude M asonic regalia (see p . 215). 

T hc J ewish clemem among the Cherokee had ::;everal sourees , incl uding 
th e Spanjsh aod Portuguese who colonized Mexico and d 1C Am erican 
SoutbeilSt. The o riginal attractioo was probably Jews among the members of 
the 223 BCE expedi tion from Egypt ;lnd e ytene. The Cherokees eam e to 

Tenncssee and put down new roats in the mOllntains because t.J,ey had 
common Med iterranean and G reek rom s wi rb the Apalachc lnclians. Botb 
groups n:tained syIJabic f()fITIS u f writing from the Bronze Age. After tbe 
clipse of th e:: Apalaclli tes thcy easily stepped into the m le of"civili'Zcd Inclian 

nation" cast fo r th em by English officials and ce.rta.in J ewisb, Scottisb Crypto­
Jewish an d H ugueno t traders amo ng tbe E ngli sh afte r 1720. n,eir "white" 
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looks promoted ad mixture with tbe E ng ti sh, Fr neh and Durch, hile thcir 
J vi h~) 1pathie kep t them hostile tow<lrd m ost p anish ilnd Portuguese. 

T hc h rake> and Creek Indian ' shared otigins with t11 'ea Peopl s, 
Phoenjcians and E llropean . Among the ea Peop!es were rmenians,lonian 
Creeks, .Minoans, Mycenaeans, Cyprio t~ , · truscans > Libyans Th racians, 
Mysian. , Pelasgian , Philis tin s, Lycian , Luwians, Ph rygians a.nd others. 02 

\dmixrure is an old, o ld s tory. 

lOJP r derick Christiaan \'\'oudhui zen, 'J ue I::.!lJllid/)' nf/lH Sea ]Jeopics, Rotterd,Ull Ph.o. 
Dj~sermtion , 2006. This work has been pllbli ~ hd in a limited impression anel is 
incJucled in \) im iJ van Bin. be rgen ami [<'red Woudhuiz n, ctbnicilJ' ill 
Afeditrn'tJJl(tJlI Pr%his/ol)'. Briti sh rchaeokl 'ca! R p r t.~, 'fo rd,2 11. 
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