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9IN THE I GDOM F THE APALACHITE S 

His r ry cl , no t rep at itsel f. The histo riaos repeat ooe al1oth er. 
- fax Beerbuhm 

The 1 WUs br ught an almost unbelievabl degree f a c1mi.· tun: and upheaval 
to tbe Southern H ighlands . 11 fact, much of what ()ccurred has not been 
bdi ,-ed. }-laoe,. a ntu your trico rne: It's go ino' to be <l bumpy tidel 

\"X'hen I-I rnando de Soto and his a.rm p ushed nonhward in 1540 they 
begao to encounrer more anel more re istanc from the natives. 'K ep on, 
r lbbers and traitors ," er· ed thc Indians to the ~ pa.oish soldiets nea.r 
\\"i dllacoochee. " ln Apalache you wiLl tec ive that chastis<:-menr your cruelty 
des rve ·." Apalache occupied the whole region betwecn the coast o f th e ulf 
of Mexic an ·hat would become Virginia. I t wa ' m ied by the puissant 
Apalache Indians, who at one time nllmb e.red in t.he hundreds o f dl 0u sand 
hut by 1700 had virtually disappeared. lt was to the kingdom of the palach 
thal Eleano r D a.re and her companions fled, as shown by the finding of so 
many of the D are Stone. in th e .f acoüchce Valley in I orth Gcorgia (chapter 
8). One o f the six palachc province · bore a Croatian name, , Iatjque, and 
it, people had bcen partl )' c [werted to hristianit\·. 

Thc Apalachc IDdian~ were ~() prominent in thc eariy colonjal peri d th, t 
the Appalachian rvlo untains were namcd after them. Thc' wen: large in 
~taturc wa rlike, had fi Id and orcbard ., and villa.gcs from 50 t 3 0 s trong, 
wlth a gaud ly sture ()f o ld , silver and pearl . Hernando de LscaJante 
Fontancd , a ·hipwreck su rvi\Tor wbu lived witb tbc native - of the region 
fro m 1549-1 5 6, includ iog with tll " palachite~ fo r two yeHs, described 
th m as " the noblest Indians o f rlo rida." Ye incr dibly, fou r and a half 
centuries after De ' oto eocountered them (to adap t the word: o f Samuel 
Johnson' famous poem), they " I ft th name at which the world 0TCW pale, 
[() poi nt a m ral, or adorn a tale." T be J\paläche l ndian. were 00 more. 
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Thc Apal'lchiies suffcrcd more than just the oblivio n ofhistory. American 
acad~ucians , an thrnpologists and public his tr> rians attacked them as a 
fanra.stic invention d escr\'iog absolutely no credence, as oothing but an 
elabo rate huax. ~'ha t \ve know about thc Apalache Indians i:; derived almu~l 

eo ti rely from a single antiquarian book, originally wri nc.n in French, bascd on 
an eyewi tness account Gy an Engli shman named Richard Bristock, who 
visited Northern G eotgia in 1653 . VoUa tbe F rench missionar)' gui J e I hs/aif'f 

"ahlrl1ileI'i Mumie des L es ./11lIil/es de I'ATllen'qm by Cha rles de Rochefort (1605­
1683). T hc work was published in 1658 jn Rottcrdalll, a hotbed of 
-o ntemporary F re.nch , D utch and WallUOG Protes tan t in tcDectuaJ actiYity. lt 
app eared d uo ng a Gi /.arre, sho rt-lived colonization nf the Americas 
spearheaded by the Koigh ts Hospi taller nf Malt.1., at tbe time a \'assal state oi 
the Ki ngdom oE Sicily. The accoun t was translated mtv English as Tbc His/al] 
qf tbe Caribl?JI-Islallds, by J ohn D avies, in 1666. After several orber editions, a 
seco od, augmen ted c.clitio n was iss ued in '1681 . O nly tru!\ F rench second (or 
final) editio n should b e read or cited by !.;e ri ous s tudents. 

Fact or fiction? Tbc ApaJachc capital M efiJot in N acoochee VaUey in North 
Georgia depicted by Edouard de Graeves in 1653. The a.ngeJ cam-es the coat 
ofa.rms ofehc H ospitaDers aJong ..ith a Maltese cross. 

s for the Carib lndians who o ccupy so much of Rochefo rt's repü rt un 
rhe Apalachites, it may shock readers to hear that aJmost 00 modern-da" 
writer or historian bclieves thece \Ven~ ever an)' Carib I ndians in what is no 
tbe Soutbeastern U.S. Ta take it from one expert, " Sugges ti ons hayc been 
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made d1at Carib imrucled as f~ r nonh a Florida and Texas, Lut there j!i 0< 

po itive evid oe!: f< t ch is ... we ean say that th va ' maj city of Carib 
languag " have alwa) been (all they are todar) in the G Lliänäs."- I- The . :une 
finn di be/i f, o f c urs , );hading ff iuw rid icule, is xpre. sed about Panoan, 
Tupi and Mayan languages bein., in Eastern orth .111 riea. 

Hlstory of aHistory 
Rod1 ~ rt's vurk e. teaels tO Qver G page ' and i.s divick:d io ta tw< 

b oks. T hc first deal. witb th islands 'Jadalupe, T bago, iatünique, 
'\ntiqua, Montserrat St. -E üstache, St. e roiJ ;tod otheni, where the French 

vemur, J<n igbt of r 1alta P hillippe cl J Jnp;viUiers de Poincy had built an 
t:norrnou tastl , the larges t p rivate residence in Amer.ica at the tim . (Like 
the Apalacbe IndL ns it ba di~appea red with ha.rdly a trace tuday.) Thc 
' ccond book trcats oE [he peopl ' uf the aribbean in g n ral, c:hiefly Catibs 
ancl Amwaks. andwiched inrü th.is huge encydop die work are rw chaprers 
on the pmche ln dians )f rench ~ lorida (Baok 2, Chapte 7 and 8), thejr 
mtionale tot inclllsion being that the arib Indians wete unc joined witb 
ehern in what i ' oaw Georgia. 

The e chapters in :wies ' English translation a xc'rp ted and provide 
wi th a tommenrary, introductio n, maps and illustrations by Richard L. 
Thumwn anJ Marilyn . , Rae in TlJe /-lpalacbe ChronickJ: ""I,, E",J/ühJlhlJJ 's 
Relllarkable Jo/mN!)' /hrollg/; tbcSou/!Je", F-ligNtll/dJ 1653 (Ft, Lauderdale: Aodem 
_ypress, 2013). T h central figur . 1S Richard B Ii%to ck of Barba I s, who 
suppli ed Rochefo rt wich an eyewitoe s repan basecl o n his s juum in the 
;\ palachi t kingd ' 111 amu nd 'I GS3?1 \ Chap ter 7 rrea s tht: )rigin of th,- Carib 
lndjan ~ , callee.! Canübes (pp. 53- 4) anJ chapter. u i: 'Br Way of D ig ressio n 
Gi,-ing an .ccount of the palach ites ," ur Apalache I n dian ~ ( p. 85 -130). 
There :'Ire 5L1pplementat~' materials, n t rcpr s ted in aU editions, illclu llug 
corr ctio n, ;lDd three cmyon .sketches provided br E cluuard d Gmev J 

de cribed ,s a doct r of J, W :ll1d director of em igration among thc 

Z11 \ !arshalJ DLlrbin, " A un.- y of [h<: .anb an~abre family ," in . Oll//) A ./NericalT 

11/diall J.LI/(I!l'ages, ed. H. E . 'b ncli ' Kkin ami L. R. Stal:k (Aust.in: r Texas P ., 

1985), p. 345. 

21 BecaLI$t: ()f differences t\l'een editions, it is imp rtao t tCl llse th Frcnch version 

of l681 : [-{is/oi"" tltllre//, d [or"le du 1krAlltilkrde /' ll1f.'iqllt" el/lic/Ji d'/UJe grand ilOIII/Jrt' 


de bellu Figll ru I'IJ laillt dO/ICI', 'lI/i Il'j! re!bllll'llt oll /la/md Je> PIaces, e> lu Rnr"'rz fes pt"... 

ronsidm/MI: I l/i)' il)/ll ddo1teJ. f 1" fC lIil !/Oil1blllrJill' C 7rtJibe, Drmi8re rrütioll. ReI't!/fl ' & 

,rIIg/llCIllü pllr i'Al/lhmr d Im 1 r7L de /' ' .rl.rll' pri'setll de.r cekbre.r Culonie! de la r"'irgillia, dtl 

Ifdlü-Lond de 1ft Caroline, dll /lo"rUIli Dllc/; - JYork , de Pf!II1/-Sylmllia. c de /(1 IlOlllt/te 
I llJglttrrrt, .rilfltY.r dunJ I: r.!tllen'qllf "'eplell!tiulltJ/(, & 1f1i relft'eIlt dt, /a ,1Ii1ml11lf dl/ IV)' Je ia 
Jalld~ flre/agl/t. Tir&} deleJImrt det IIIb.ll()ire (krbabittlll.' dfJ !lIlIIJe." IJlril/feS, e!I ß II'I'IIr d6 rem; 
"/li tJlIITJ"yenl d~ rÜm,ln de s) troIlJ!JIII1e.r pOltr sy 'ta[,lir. Rotn:rdam : Chez R<:iJuer ers, 
168 1. 
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p alacbites. G raeves ob\'io ll sly rend a 1658 French edition . He dates bis 
pre fatul')' Jetter, pubJished in the augmentcd edjtion, at Melilot, thc Apalachl 
capital ci ty, "in Flo rida," Jan uar)' 6, 1660. 

Rod 1efort's fl lslory r:/lbe ConMJf.tlll lJ/am/J b2.3 bcen cavalierly damned bl" 
detractors and treated c\'en by aJmirers witb surpri sing carelessncss . ",\ 
d asslc Ne\v \X!orklntopia" and "fanciful empire" are typical verdicts.Z1 4 \'\iere 
tht: A palachites a " fanc1ful flo uri sh ," a m ythical native kingdum in the 
sou thcastcrn part o r North A m erica? (Ir were tbcy real? Dani d Brinton. the 
famed ni ncteemb -centu ry Am ericanologist, weighed the o pinio ns on both 
siJes and accepted the acco unt of tll C ApaJachites, ca lling them, even so. tbe 
most " enigmatical" of <111 tribes.21<; Schor )kraFt used it throughoul hi s massiv 
his tories .21f, Yet as late as 2(100, R odney Baine, a distinguished eighteenth­
cet1tury stuc.lies scholar and p rofesso r in tbe Engllsh departmölt at the 

Jycrsity o f G eorgia staked his reputa tion on th e ficci tious standing of this 
" lust colon)'." He had main tained for fo rt)' )'cars trun " no los t col()n ~' (Jf 

'nglish settlers , group o f Prench Hugueno ts, Minim fria rs, or Spanish 
se ttl ers cver existed in the colonial Appalacmans ." 21 ­

Even gian ts of sehnlarship ca.l1 bc \vrong. Sir Arrh ur J. E vans, th e pioneer 
ard l cologist o f Broo 7.c Ag/;! Aegean civi li za ti ol1 , who cxcava ted d1C rvlinoan 
pahtcc of K rH)SSos on Crcte in 1900-1903, t cfused to rus dying day tu believe 
the writi ngs be fOlUld there could be G reek. [ie thought the Cretans came 
from Libya. I\'ficbaci Venms, a ynung architecl and paJeographer, earncd 
famt' beyond mat of E vam in 1952 whcn he announced that thc languagc of 
Lin ear B, which he had been tryiog to decipbt:r sincc he was 18 years old, \\'a~ 

archaie Greek. T hc grand old man died at the age of 90 after spending hi s 
emire career on the wfo ng track. r Ie e::trned d1 C nickncillle " pcn-vjper" fm 

il ious attacks on people \\'ho did not agree with hjm , inclucü ng Venrris. 
ccotd ing to ()ne cri ne. " be rccreated .MinlJan C rete as an i.nven's paradi&~ 

214 See, e.g., G wen $tanwu()d. Tee Glubal Rt!l{f!,e [-ff{~"fl/IJ/J ;'/ Oll / Igr ~lE"'pj/1' (O xf(){d 
I Ip , 20 19), 0 1' Ra) mund A \.Iafllzcr :md Benrand Van Rumlbeke, A CompallilJlI/o /hf 
J-llIgIII'fJO/S (Bril~ 2( 16). A critical edition wa~ puhli shed b~ Uernard G runbcrg. Benoit 
Roux and j osiane G runbng in 2Q 12. 
m DanieJ G. Brintoll, l \ u/e.f (JI/ IOf l::Joridial1 Pmitmtla, I /I f .iltran' l -fis/(7)" l lldiall Jiibes 
(1lId./1I1tiq/liti rs (Good Press, 2(19). Charter 2, "T he t\pa.l.acbes," pp. 58ff. Ava iJahle 
ffee rbro ugh PrrJjcct G utenbr:: rg: htt p://\\f\\,,v.gu tc·nberg.org/ebüoks!55068. 
21 6 Henry Sehoulcraft, Hi.r/o!ira/ ami Slalishm/ 1.Jljill',.lIa/irJlJ ",pechlJg Ibe Hislo~')', GlIldilioll, 
ll/Id Pros/' l·cI.r olliJr l /l{iiotl Triv/!.f ojliJe Ulfi/erl JlnlfJ, 6 ,'ols., 1851-7. 
1 11 "As for Bristock and G rC:lves Isiel, thcy too wel'e creatu re.s of Rüchefort's fernl 
imagination." Rodney ~vL Baine, "}\nothcr Lost Colnnr- Chades dc RochefcJrl' 
' \CCOUI1t of English Rdugees aod the .Apalachi tes," Tb~ Cro'l!,io His/oricoJQIIOl1Ub 

83/3 (1 999), p. 564. Baine eli t d at thc age of 87 rhe year after thi ~ arrid e was 
published . 
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~ r rhis article was 

Ir is o bvi us at fir t blu . l tha t Rochefürt's Histoll o[ the C,ribbetlfl I Jhndr 
IS no t lust an eot rtaining trave!ü lrue o r oS )m.eone's , -isiol1 f aa imagioary 
lwcl. I t is sober m an ual in rended to p ut Ro chefor '. reader in po sses .j n 
uf io-J ep th io t< rmauo n and useful fact . 1t prov ides t1e tailed instruetions on 
how t communiea te wirb the I ndians . The v IlIrne's intt c111ct )r)' letter is 
addressed to Huben de Bev ren, governo r of the D u tch 01 oy o f T o bago 
Fr m 1662 to 1666. 

her f 1I0ws a no ti ce t the reader abo llt the econd edition ith its 
uni u fea tures. ] speak: f the oloni ~ de la Palme and th ' , gr~~lt rivet' 
known in Fl rida und r th name (Jf thc H Iy pitit." TIl is is th t: 
Chartahoochee aL'o kno wn a ' th rrv r of the alach it s. Rochef< rt evcn 
gives p raetieaJ aJv iee abo ll t av - iding f1 o di ng uf the riverban k< and warding 
off th vici us :maeks I y h stile T ages ta i ndians. H e urges m o se who m ake 
thc j urney " bring with thenl our R p rts." 11 is a serious as a hean 
attack. 

T here fo llow tw lelters by the Chev icr de P incy K night of [h O rder 
of St. John o f Jeru al m . Poine)' was th k ' y fi LU:e in the ephem emI 
H spi talJ r co lonizati n in rhe Caribbean a qui .-otic 'entlI re \vh ieh en ded 
\\'ith hi death in I6()O. e :ee nd is clated at t. Ki r ,OecemLer 10 1658. 
After the e c m es a letter fro m th . g vernor ( f th c Colooje de la Palme, 
igncd O e aJ Cr i sant. \; (; can in fer tha t tbe D e la Palme e i n a!, 

narn cl a fter uillaum ?vb rcau, Sieue dc La Palme, ecre~l1 . t the [irench 
King Lo ui s XIV, wbo li ed frOlJ'l 16 12 te 1677. pparen I ~' th e same 
individual was a fte rward: G overnor o f Plai~ance in F r "nth ewto undland 
trom 166 to 16 ), De 7al Croi~ sant j. unknown. P e rb aps he i. iucutieal 
wieh th . Biblical scht lar bel cl ~ La Lane, Abbe de Val-Cro issan who 
tlourish d ca. 1674. T his colon~ occupied both sides of the Chatt';'lhuochee 
Riyer, o e Ri \yc r o f the Apal.:: hi tes. T be D e Ia Palme colony thus p reced th e 
Freoch cntrada into Mobile by half a century, though this epis d IS 

overl o ked in ehe histnr\, books. 

Knight's Tale 
With o me certainty, we can i . entify tbi s Pren ch colony, vhich \ as' ff 

the books," \vi rh the town in C.rabriel and j\rthur's repo rt of 1674, \vhieb nly 
a Few year. after this was said to be d )\Vn~t ream fro m the Tomahitan ., or 
indians of Rome a. (I\ppendix \). Here abo i~ the first m ntio n of tbe 
town uf h ait peopl with tlleir brick church , big bell, oyst r , piO's aad 
m ange tongue. Thcy were probably French colonisrs , not Armenian. . The 

!J Cathy ,ere, "A.n ln tr " iüctio n tu Kn()~s s and the Prophets (Jf 1odc:rn i m": 
https:/ Ipre: . ll hicago.edo / Mi cl hicag ,I_89533.htrnl 
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loeation wns thc vlejnity o f \\Ih at would become Port Alabama on the lowcr 
Coosa Rj ,·cr. In 1665, only bve years after De G raeves \\To te, tbe Knigbh 
so ld their colol1Y to t.~ e oewly fo rmcd Freneh West I nclies Company. Man\' 
Huguenots in rhe New Wo rld were abandoned to thei!' fates, 10 1685 came 
the J calh blow to sueh ventures with the decisio n of Lquis X IV to revoke 
the Rillet o f Nanres. 

Left o ut of Tba rnton's account i~ tbc tlo rid, b ll t very io teresting letter uf 
E douard de G raeves, whieh is rarely tmns]ated, H e presen ts to the pl1blisher 
three cra:totl d rawi_ngs-the Mountain of Olaimy, th c: City oE MelHot and tbc 
Sensi tive Plant (probably thc ,Adimosa jmdica, 0 1' h LUnbk plan t, see p. 127)­
and begs th e learncd Rocll efort not to take it ami ss jf he makes some trillinf( 
correctioo s. He mcntions a "factual aCCollnt of our littl e co lon\' \\~ th 

crything the colonists bclievc you alust be in fo mled of," whicb he hopes 
'ill bc adcled to dle secund edition , So, Graeves is the souree of a good deal 

of i n te re~ting additions th at went into the fin al edi tion oE 1681. Fauf yean 
lmer, French P ro tcstan ts were personae Don gratae. In E urope, the)' wer, 
bein.g chased off the land by I .oui s' dragonnades and thcir reUgion expunged 
from history. I n America, they were completely haplcss unless tbc}' wete 
protected by Fral1ce's cnemies. 

Apalache territQry is described as stretching from 33° 25' to 37° north 
latitude, tbat is, from Augusta, G a. to Wise, Va. T hi s is approximatelr thc 
same vast terrirory that academicians and governmcn t officials later assigned 
exclusiveJy 10 Ch erokees . Thc swry o f tbc metrüpolls ufMelilo t \.v1 th its 2000 
domiciles, tbe Sacrcd Maun tain of O laimy wi th its elVe rites, copal and 
pain ted bun ti.n~ released from cages tu symbolize the iodep endence Qf 
confcderated nuers can bc explored, \Vith SOIHe caveats, in Thorntoo's baok. 
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CIJBteaubriand's "Indian Romeo and Juliet" was based on (he ApaJachites, 
The Buna! ofAtaJa W'dS a popular engraving. Ir showed Chactas andA taJa. 
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lt is apparem th ;l. f Davie' ~ngli sh transl;l.tiun cl es nOt in cJ u I tbe 
acldi ti ns inc rpo rate i into the fi nal French ed ition by D e Graeve . lf YU lI 

reael only the E ngli 'b \7ersioo by D avies or Th mton and Rac's excerptc 
based on ie, yo u are mis. in a lo t. Let's s 'hat se d ifferences look like. 
The Engl i:h ersion of a I scri ption o f the A p;l. lache In lial1S [ad as 
folIows: 

The men in tbe ~o untrj es are for the m ost part o f high Stallir , o f an 
Oliv -colaut, and wel! p roponion 'd , their hair black and la ng: Both m en 
and women are ery neat and cu rious in keeping their hair I an ancl 
hands mely o rder'd: th e women tie up th eir about rhe crown o f the 
head a.fter the fo rm of a garlwd; and the meo d ispose the irs behind the 
ears (p. 92). 

Bm the French o f the 1681 edicio n reads (i n O ut trans!' tiun): 

T he Apalachites are fo r th m o t part o f g reat hcigbt, o f o liv color and 
eIl-prop rrio n Li of body. TIwy are a11 born per-fectly \ hi te, but th y 

change the natural colo r of their skj n by the frtquen t u. of a certain 
oin tm nt th at the)' create \ ith bear greasc and the r o t o f an hnb that 
ba. th virtue of iou ting them against heat and cold. T hev alJ ha e la ng, 
blae hair, and it i. li ke a prod.i y to them to se foreign rs whC'l ar blond 
ao d natllrally curly ancl m zz? Th ey have no bea rcl at . 11, and ifth y come 
ac:ros any hajr~ they pul! lhcm o ut with great cancern and just Like th 
1, I. nd C uibs, p rompdy app ly (0 the spot some caLl sric o il rhüt has the 
pr pert)' of re losing the pores and eauteri zinO' the h air w ot so it eannot 
grow back (pp . 88- 9) . 

lf we cln el r o mpare cl1cse two exeerpts, tbe differences are e~ri clen t. 

In Appen Ji. D, \ e preseot passages transla tcd by us fro m the rench fo r 
the fLrst time co g1 \TC ou r readers a glimpse intu this lost Jndian kingdo m. T b 
wide-ranginc- natllre of the remark covers flora and fa una, customs of the 
inhabitams, hOllse ·tyles and fu rn i. hings, occupatiuns, poli c.ing and warfare, 
religion, tl"ames) medkine and evcn naming cus roms. M an)' of aUf h r kees 
will \' ty lik Iy ~xp rien e a sho ck o f ree 19ni tion in reading abou t tb e 
Apala hite . S m e o f th m probably have .. palachite lines of ances try. 

Greek, N ot Creek 
Th palachites hd.1 li ttle to da apparentl wi th tbc Chero kees, though 

they experi neecl imilar admixture vents and were lo ngtim e neigh urs) 
someti mes warring, som times at peace. T o fo llow Rafinesqu s seh em e f 
n tions, the Chcro kce, like the Apalachites, were an dd r Id Wodd teibe 
that UD 'nated from th c E as t across r.he Aclal1tic. At n time it eems the 
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,palach e king rcceived tribute from tbe Cherukee. O ne o f the six Apalaehe 
province:; ,vas n,uned A clxtlaq1l/!, an ob\'ious rendering of the Cherokee 
eth nonyrn Tsalagi (prononneed Cha-la-kee). It la)' "pru:t1 y in the moun tains 
and pru:tl y in tbe swamps o n the bOLindaries o f the large body of water tbar 
regularly fJ oods t\\'o times a year," in o ther wo rds, it stretehecl from thc 
headwaters uf th e Savannah River through southeast cemral Georgia io tbe 
tercitvry later knnw o as that of the Lower Cherokee around Keowee. Since 
th is is a book abo u[ C he rokce aocc~ try , we will touch on onJ)' se'me general 
sünilarities between them and tht' Apalachite:, . The firs t common 
denomioator that stri kes us is lang uage, for [he vo cabulru:ies of both 
language!) prese rve mao)' words in aoc.iem G rcek. 

Sinec th e eigbteenrh centuq, tb e Apalach e have becn confused wi th anJ 
oversb~dowed by t11 e Apalachk o la o f the Spanis h mj ssions aro Ll od presen t­
<Yd)' T allnhassee. Tbc latter h ave le ft us only a few specimens dnt m igh t m to\\, 
some ligh t 00 the Apalach e langllage, ;il1d li rtlc is proved by them. Rocheforr 
laments that tll E: sub ject cOLlld not Ge addressed in d l C edition o f 1681; 
anuth f.>l· Frenehman was already \\Iorking on it (p. 395, see Appendix D). 

If we comb thw ugh tb e second edition o f Ruchefort's work, we ha\' 
abo ut twen ty word.s repotted as A paJ ach e from the Ups of tbe Apalnche 
lndians tbemselves, about a quarret o E mem with glosses or e tymolügieli 
p rovided by the Indian infoon ants. Cons.istcn tly, thcy seem to come 
pho neticaJly frelm Q ld Wodd languages, not those of tll e New W orJd as 
spoken ei ther by Caribs or Creek lndians. In aoalyzi.ng tbem , we believe thev 
have th e necessalT "dimensio n s u f cognancy and evidellce o f sn ared beliefs" 
so prized by linguists lik e Mary LeC!'r}n Foster.z l Y W itbout these controls, 
c.omparison s o f \\lords in dü fe rent languages often become mere exerc.i ses in 
il1genuity ao d coi.ncidence. 

s \vc have seen, Ratlnesque bel.ieved tbat the first 1ndian na tions caroc 
from t1,e Caribbean, and befo re that fro m [h e Canaries, N o rth Africa ano 
Iberian "Peninsula. H e caJ led these tb e A talan tribes and compared th e 1 I aüi an 
(raino) l.anguage tO wh at bc. caUed Pelagic, a p re-Greck lang uage spaken 
around cl1 e Mediterranean b asin by ancesto rs o f the Greeks and Italians, 
especialJ y Gy penples arOlll1d the Aegean Se:l. lvlodem -day lingui sts caJl ie 
Pelagian , o r Pe1a.sgian, a forcrurmer o f G reek. Ralmcsque fo und near! y 200 TjunG 
eomparable wot·ds, " whereo f abo ut 16U offer more Or less aoalogies ... 
m utual affinity 80 percen t . .. camplete a.nd n ear cooneetioo ." He conclllded Pa:c 
that the. Hai tians o r Tainos weee o f Pela.gic or Mediterranean o rigin. Tbc yllabl~ 
dosest hnguages after p rü to -Greek were th e " Atlan ric 11berianJ, Lybia.n, ' '-utpa 
Egyprian, Bask fBaslJ uel, Sanseri t, Persian e tc., whieh are a1.l cOllnected with to the 
[be Pelagie nations." His t.ablliations showed that T aino-Pelagian affini tic supre.r 

~I~ ~lar)' LcCron Foste~ "'[he Transoceanic T rail: The P roto-PelagJan Languagc ~I1 Raf 
Phylum," P"I'·COIIIH,bimla 1/ 1-2 (1998). discussed in chapler 7 above. 
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Jagian Language 

DoD:1W . Y:ltcS und 'l cresa ,\. :u,:s 

were " f co urse the greate. t \ ich th ruac rAraw, kl nati o ns of Suu th 
Am rica, w ho a r their bro thers, and e: tend to tb Taos o f T ucuman allel the 
in~ is u r [rue Pa tauo o o fPigafetta." unh r, he bse ed thar the " nearest 

affinitit .. Fr r th 'e wer the palachis, achez, adoz, H uastecas, Iexican, 
arasca, Maya , h -> ntal tc. of N o rth merica and the Darien, Beroy 

(Chibchan), P rU\'ian, hili M bava etc. of uth m 'rica"- aJ l o f whi ch 
connec tions wc can o'iimp. e in DNA matches. The converse was a.I 'o trut. 
Th re \Va ' litde ov rhp with Asiatie- 'pe lan ages Like th e lt1 the 
Algooqu.ian macro-linguistie family. Pelagian seemed a litmus test for 
\ mel'ican b.nguag;es o f eastem >1' tlanti origin.2211 

\i ' li st here s me of the auth en tie \ o rd. ree rd cl by fench re id nts in 
the pro inces o f th e palachee lndians in the mid­ ev nrc th centur)' 
rogether with '0 01 speculative deri ation . . More erymologies can b e fa un t! 
in ppendi' D. 

Tit.mouse-like kinglet (geDus Regulus), tbe p aracoussc of tbe Apaißchites. 

Paracousse. \. e rhink [h is wo rd is, quite plainly an Ut ra lly, Jr k, 
svllable fa r yllable: pamkol/sJel, a particle of pClrakio "co ey 1," meaning 
" $ urpas~ing nonpl't rcil , with ut rival." This meaning e 'plains ;; by it is , pp lied 
to th resident b 'ng u r supremc. chief o f a p r vince (p. 174) , speeially [he 
upr m ruler in clilo t to wbich othcrs pay court, a weH a tu a rare bird 
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described at length on page 383. Th e avian referen t seems obviously to be 
the golden-cwwned kinglet or goldcrest, which the peoples o f E urope and 
other p laces around the world recognized as tll e king o f tbe bird kingdutn. 
Richard T bo rn ton say~ tbc Apaladl e word lncans "sea eli te," but this is not 
an ctymology. It m ay be a caJqlle oe ttan ~latic)o, but it is not an a.n alysis of the 
lemen \.S with "a dimensio n of cognancy and evidence of shared beliefs." He 

makes the firs t elem ent tbe same as Panoan par " water," as Ül Peru tamer 
m an a p rcpüsi ti nnal plefix para. TIlis s trike~ me as ahn to deri ':ing a Larin 
word from Prench. Prench carne after LMin, jus t as the Creek Indians 
f<)lJuwed tllC Apalache lndians in poin t of cbronology. 

Ragusan Background 
D ucing tbe pcri od ~bortl y afte.r De Som, we are mJd, "th e Carrubes had 

fo r tbe.ir chief and king u f thcir nation one of the most " want of tbeir 
captains, whom they called RegazUn. They also added tn Weif state ano ther 
pro\'1nce that lay ad jacent to them 0 n thesouth called Matica, o r Matique, 
which " reaehes into the mOLill tains 'with a leg o f tcrri rory tbat reccive~ a 

eam rusbing fro m tbe same mo un tains :tod then e'\tends at length to the 
west as far as the river which takes its SOll tee at the great lake after several 
islands and which Hows through several provinces and at last debouches inro 
tl, c ocean (Ogeechee) . The word Rega7lro sounds very mu ch like Ragusan, 
'one from D ubrovnik. " Th c m eanin g of Matique is " Ieague" and it refl ects 

Sla\'ic roo ts. T h e Sea PeQples spokc a m ishmash o f paleQ-Bal kan, pre-Greek 
Phyrgian, Armenian and "Pdagian" (paleo-ß alkan, pre-Greek) languagcs. 
T hc name could go all the way back to th e Bronze Age, tllo ugb Regazim 
seClTIS tQ be p0st- 1492. lt confirms tha t Ragusans or Slavic-spea.icing 
Croatians who "accepted Chri stianitv" (p. 418) colonized the natives in tbj" 

region. Their imp rinr is hea,'1' on the Qriginal amI admixedDNA o f the region 
also, witb numerous high Croatlan matches in the an cegtry o f Cherokees aad 
Lum be.e. 

Bemarin. Thj s ls !h,c Dame o f th e main province, acco rcling tu Brigs tock' 
accoun t. It is thc place \\ibere the court anel king are sit'uated, the region "of 
oldcs t continuance" anel horne. of thc lanl:,ruage that serves as thc national 
tongue, alQngside " CaribbeaD dialects" in two of th c other p rovinces. lt is so­
spelJed on maps and in gazetteers. 1n a few suurces, tho ugh , it appea.rs as 
Bomeria. That is the spelJing .in a foldQut in a German encyclopewa of 
1753.221 N ow, Berrwrin dnes happen to be a Sephar wc 0 1' P o rtuguese ]ewish 

;:2 1 A l!gelllrifJC Cm Ncblt der }Jilldrr lind t/ ii/krr ./lflll'rtka, introd uced by S. J.1'fjf1 

BaLl mga rtcn, translared by J. r . Geyfarts anel J. F . Scbroetct. in 3 vuls. (Halle, 
Gebauer: 1753), \' 01. 2, p. 480. ]n e fo ldou t is numhercel #13 and presents a " curium 
map," accordjng to D aniel G. Brintu rl, N(Jtu O!/ tbe F/(Jlidicill Peninmla, 1I.r l.Jlmlry 
HisfoT), l1/dit71J Tribl's Clnd A /ltiq"ilies (Goüd Press, 2019), p. C>/ , Il, 14iJ . 

186 

intrusive 
"acldcd l' 
\' aliant r 
g teetlng. 
'pcople 
Carihbe 
supposi 
and is ti 
roen" rc 
in thc ) 

Th. 
htge J 

ttorr 
"The 
tbe BI 

222 Rh 
cr)r[Ul 
GC1)[j 

histo 
~pcll. 
EiS\1 ; 
\orl 

lli 

2020 1 

http:appea.rs


'

llslv to be 
' ll rope and 
cl kin am. 
t (hb is not 
alysi ' of the 
beliet:c;." He 
p. LI rather 

"in, ' Lann 
eek lndians 

_ara',b 's had 
i nt of thei r 

(luch ioto 
like Ragusa n, 

cl it reflectl' 
1, pre- rt:ck, 
) languages . 

ugh Re!,r.\zim 
\l\i -speaking 
ati\'es in this 
of the region 
he kees and 


ro ri)lStock'. 

[h re, rron " f 

s tb nao mll 

'ine .1t i 0­

, it appears , s 

J.c,"c!opeclia of 

tu, lese J ewish 


idu eO by S. J. 
"' \01 . (Hall , 

!:entS a " uri us 
liJIIla, [li [ .Jlemry 

5urn rnc. B meria i also a Portu<Tu wa rd , frorn bodffl/eria .\ legal term 
meanin cr, rariously, " co ntrae eontrivan e, inv stm o t, v m ure, specu laci e 
enterpri e, bottomry." E videndy, th surname i deri cd fro m rh li ne o f 
cummerce in\"olvi ng tiskin 55 , one ( ft n domioated by J wish in es tors, but 
ir seem doub[ ul that rh> p ro ine i nanl ed for an individual or family.222 
Mor praba ly, it meant "TI1C oneession, V nture." 111e Porruguese fo rm 
Bemarin sugge rs its name began in the Spani sh-P()rtuguese peri d of the 
olim m H ighlands' his te t)1 (16'h- l Ih eenturi ). 

Melilot. This is the narn Jf th pat ehe ca! ital ' lelilo t 0itcraLl " bon 
elov r) is type oE dover that produ e the s\\,ce te t honey and is, gain 
unequi oeally ree . he o rd i, of ancient use and eom posed of the ro ts 
mcli " hone\'>' and lotos, "lotus, fl wer," bence its m ,ning a " ' fl \ er, pick , 
hest pa rt. " lts use as a tIgure of spce b i~ instaneed already in ehe p t ry of 
S ppho, who li ved shortly after the Hornerie Age in Archaie Greeee. T he 
los in palaehc i . aid to be The City uf Co uncil , that is, the capi ta!, r e, t 

part oE tbe kingdom (p. 36...) . It was loeateu in N acooehec alley, whose 
uriginal name in G rcck,:lS we saw above, p robably meant G old ountry and 
bad nmh.in T co do with bears or stars r Uehees.223 

Th palaehites spelt out the deri 'ati n o f Caraibe, tlleir name fo r the 
II1trUSl\Te fl rib ö r Sea lsland element within their population. It m ean' 
"added peopl , suddenly anel unexpeetedl y coming in, strangcrs, S (C ut o r 
\' aliant men" (p. 357). Caraibe is cognatc with G reek ..haire 'welcome, 
greetings" nd adds the /Je suftix nutieed in - ch er eompound: , m aning 
"people." Th Caribs are the Peo ple \'\; elcomed Among . Thu ' ,"lrib and 
Caribbean are related to our words ehari smatie and eharitable. Thc 
supposition that Caribhean eom from an i\r(1\\'ak word m , ning "peo ple" 
aud is lio ked to our \ o rd "canniba!" a re fals e etymolugies." to ut oe vali ant 
men" r flee ts the e tbnonym Taino , whieh m ean5 nobleman o r male aristo ra t 
in the Haitian 1 nguag . 

Theomi (p. 353). Pe rhaps ehe " themes" or p rovinces surrounding th 
large lak . Themcs were administrati e units in bo th the Byz n tin and 
Ottoman empi re,. 1n both states, the !anguage of govem ment , s C reek. 
"Tbe g reat b d~ o f water kno\ tO us a Theomi and that oE me val ley E 
tbe Bersa kalle u have m )fe rare birds, such as flanlingues and egret ... Bur 

212 Ri -hare! T_. T hornlol1 belicycs the ~mpcror Brim'g dynastie bmily name was a 
corruption cf Bcmarin. "Th forgotten l-lisrory f the r lllnJing f Sal-anna h. 
Gcorf.,ria," po ·t in Th , ITmic4.r [{erl'Clled Uan. _, 2020): https :/ /apaIachercsca rcb.com/ 
_020/01/02/ the- f rgort 'n-hi story-of-the- founding"of-s, \·annah-gcurgia/ .But most 
histOrians (:-ll1d other r ks) take lhe name, s bein" the same as the ftsh, omcrimes 
spelled "bre, m." Different types of bream ur sunfi sh are the must commonI / found 
fisb in j\Jaham _ 'ur a different er 'mology from Thornton's, see Joseph B. Mahan, 
j lonh. Jlmicoll S I/li Ki;tgj-: epers o//be """1' (Columbus: 1 \ , 1992), pp. 65 -82. 
~:n n me/iM see Bceks, p. 884. 
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tb e one tb at deserves particular con sidcration amo ng those that haunt thc 
streams an d marshes is tbe one that tbc natives o f tht: land caU F lotien. 1t i ~ 

tbc size of an egret an d exactly similar shape. I rs wings, its back amI tbe 
fcadle.rs of irs taiJ are marked as by seales of gray auo white and bilick 
bordered by a sma.U red tibbon. H is head is covered with smaU black and 
glisteuing feathers that create a flat hat for him, an d as fot the rest of his 
p lumagc it is completely wbi te." 

ao\'e tl 

pmk, yeh, 
tu dra\"\ 
sc\t:.r;tl cl 
dc ~( :1ir. 

circadia 

T he Geo rgia wood stork so exactly described by de Graeves is dle on!)' 
true stork (farnily Ciconiiuae) in d, e U.S. toda\'. \X7ood s rorks breed in 
Georgia, Plotida and Snlldl Caro \ina witb colonies in thjrteen counties aloog 
the coas t and across south ero Georgia. . The worel comes perhaps from Greek 
" jester, c1owo , foo l, mime" in referencc to tbe mottlcd or fl ecked "costWl1\:," 
:lad silent habit. The Greeks did not believe storks bad tongucs, a.s tbey made: 
few sounds. The Pelasgians had a special anachmen t to th e stork, an d same 
said tha r was tbe mClloiog of tbeir n amc, tho llgh thjs seems tel be a folk 
etymology based on the ancienr obsclvation that both the stork and the Sea 
People migJ-a ted. 

Bersakayou. The "cedars" are likely to bave been ycllow poplar or ruhp­
trees. tulip poplar (IJliodmdrolJ IlIlipifera) . Tbev gww in tbe T allulah Gorge's 
m esic and ripa.r.ian so ils, wlu le p in e~ aod eastern red cedar are found in .he 
xeric (dry) rim .md skep rocky siel es. Pio ncers in the t\ppalachian highlandu, 
CaroJinas and ClImberland P lateau made extensive use o f poplar, sIDce it was 
intermediate between hardwnod anel softer pine and was, to a degree_ durable 
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soil. 
"ln mcmountai n f the pro inee: o f Achalaque, vh ich borders n rhe 

rritory f tbe C Jfacites, lie re is asen -iti ve p lanr mac is in mparable 
among alJ th ()~e meriting to bear thc nam e. T hc inhabitaots call it 111 sr 
appropriacely Amazuli, \ h ieh i a. mucb as to say-. the t1 wer that is ab e (p. 

c rest of hjs 

paplar r tulip ­
'allulah G rge's 
r -uli nd in (he 
;hiao highlands, 
lar, sin e ir las 
degn:e, durable 

~ 0)." n azlll i: " f}ower ü ehe sun, b ,lven, . -named ~ r their dazz]jng 
color, likc the p in[cd b Lln 'ng _ T he sensitive p lant (l\1lmo sa pllclica) is also 
caLkd hum ble plant, sleepy I lam, action p n t, dorrnjl oe. t lieh- rn -not 
shameplant, zombie plant, :;h}' I Jy o r sby plant, silk rree and Indian fl ower. 
lt i. a tr pica l p lanr in the p ea. [, roll J (pabaceae) that re~pünd to to uch and 
oth r 'rirnulatio n b mpidly d o ing it , lea and dro ~ping. lim. a leaves 
cl e l nj t. They are c m m n akmg the F lorida and Ge rgia a tal plain 
in suno)' plac s, \ h n; they seern to havc beca propa ated for their 
ornam ntal \·aluc in tbe pas but are wideJ: con 'dered a weed trec today. 
I ati\ t ~ uth and Ccntral Ametica, m irnosas can have llossoms that are 
pink, vcllo \\', red, blu > purpl and ( range. D e G m e! was t h firs t seien Ost 

tu dca, nd J e. etibe thc 'ensiti e plant in a publication, I t \va n ot until 
~evcral decade' la l r, in I 29, that rll C Fr nch cienristJ eao-J 'lues cl' rtou 
tlt: Mairan pCrfOl1.TIed an experjment 1at dem n trated th existcncc o f 
cireadian rh) bms in plan t.'i, speci6cally th - Mlmosa p udica_ 

Mimosa. 
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Amana (pp. 358, 425). T he pleasant southern provll1ce reli nquish ed ro 
tbe Caribbean Indians . E viden tly composed of Ha.i tian Am " water, mol, 
plenty" (01' A-ma "of great, w ater) and All "mall, p eople, fo lk," o r else trom 
A-1ta " o f blo om , a flower" (Rafinesque, 222, 226). If related to A-n~ th e 

name o f this lower p rovince could ba\ e been the oliginal " La F lorida." The 
r....patache name, th en, desig nated a "Grea t ö r Wate1)" Land o f Flowers," an 
ap t o n e tor the V>lst O keefenokee and lnwer p alt oE Georgia togetber wid, 
northern part of F lo riJ a. A rela ted wo rd s tory secm s to explain the "PhUlt 

hat ls Completelr A ljve," Ama'{!lli (p. 380), literally " fl(1 \ve:r of heaven." 

Roots and Herbs 
"Tbe province Qf Bemarin is productin: oE a type o f very excellen t m OL 

tbat the Indigenous call Oriaely. For the most pan tJl ey are a b it b igger than 
a nut aod of a fu rm almüsL rou nd. Tbe skin tbat covers tbem is ver)' fin e and 
u f a mdcly cu lo r but the inside whi ch it enve!op s is p:ray-wh ite with veins of 
viulct. The roo ts are connected one with ano tb er by tiny fil amen ts with ,""lUch 
th ey d raw nourishmen t. Cookcd in ash or boiled in water, they bave H 

pleagant anel re1ish -like taste and a stteng thening effect on the lllngs." Ori<1ely 
can be ideotified as p urpIe nlltsedge, an importan t N ew World p lan t bro ughr 
back tu the O ld \'(io cld (pro tn- lndo-I:<:uro pean *IY"lIgh-ielo- "mg, ron t" , cf. 
Greek O!7Ja , OI7fJJ(~ "cooter, ro<> tling, d igger." Here again is a G reek name for 
a rood p lan t fOOller!)" eatel1 in Nürth G eo rgia ,224 

'Th e Ap alachites h ave knowledgc abo of ano ther rooi dnt grows in the 
p rovincc with the peculiar propert)' o f s ttengthcning the body after jt has 
beel1 ove rworked . The rom is co mposcd oE scvcral nodc~ about tl1e size of a 
sm all egg. lt is not to be eaten but arrangcd in li ttIe ball s anel dried in tbc 
shade like the ch apl ets wc make of iri s roots, anel tbat way tbey serve to wasb 
tbe bands anel barhe the eyes in tl1e place o f soap. .. TIley call th em 
Koymelak in th eir laoguagc, i.c. m u ts of gOI)Cl smd!." Ko \"melak seem s to 

derive from Greek k oili/flo "soodl ing" with tbc so-caUed Atmcnian p lural ­ k. 
Hay is thc n ame of an Armenian, Havk for the j\rrncnian pe.op1c. 111e -k as a 
sign of the plural is di stLnctive <lnd practicaJJy JiagnQstic of Arm eni an o rigins. 
T he herb was probably ruberous yucca ur süapweed m uts. TI1e ward yucca 

224 Cyperus rotu od u:,;, "reportcd in thc Eastcrn U.s. :tlllong Indians h om thc earlicsr 
dars," now considerecl an invasive weed thfo ughout thc South, i5 nJatcd to tigernu[ 
or chufa (Cyperm cscll lentll s, cdiblc ~cdge) , which travelecl from tbe New Wodel tu 

Incl ia anel Spain, where il \\'3$ simply callcd /,,11', in pre-Cüllimbian omcs. See Job.o L. 
"'orensQn and e arl L. J(.thannessen , IWorld '}'rade (lml Biologlcal i:.:"rbrltlge,r I;rforr- /492 

ew York: 1 Uni\'erse, 2009) , pp. 187-89. For ilS uses in Indian mcdicine tQ trear a 
variety o f ai lmenrs \Vitb synergistic action, sec A. Kamab c t al, "Planrs in TraditioD<Ll 
Mcdidne wirh Special Re fercllce to Cype rliS fo tundLIS L. : j\ Review," Bio/erb 8/7 
(2018), p. 309: doi: 10.1 Q07 !s13205-11 18-L328-6. POt the etymology of "ritlr!J see 
Beeks. p. 111 3. 
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Marth \v Alts reported thut the plant was used in Mu kogee trad ition a an 
alterative (ton ic oe bluo t] purifier), febrifug (feyet r du-er) , topically as a 
n ilnerar . (wound treatment) and ' swished in the m outb as a he, ling batb for 
tumatitis" (Intlammatioo of the mucous membranes o f the mouth and 

Iip )," T hi' wide range of uses tallie ' with ehe \palache descriptio n a! 'v 1:\ 

usefu l." B ull d is tlc is nm incJuded in tbe '\ estern re ertory of med icinal 
plants .l2S 

A Type oe Copal 
"Th pr \' in es of BeJllarin an d fe raco a re p r duc tiv of certain tr es 

the locals cal l L abiza, that is te) sa ' Jewd (loyau), doubtless tor tbe reaSon 
they see in it their nec lJaces, their bracelcts and tbe better part o f a11 thei r 
rich s. The)' are o f the size and hab it of lau reis , except tbar their bl ssnm s, 
whi h ar t 0 hed at tbe extrcm.it:y, are of a ver:' gay g reen. The I bear in 
pring tlow th at , twogl l tesemble those of prico ts , \vhicb ma ture and fall 

\\~tht.lUt beine> fo llowed b )' any fmit, but in rec m pense , ehe trunk and th 
bigger branches uf these tree. "ecrete a type o f C pal, 01' p reciuus resin , of 
good fmgrancc an cl of a p ale y I1 \ , to which o oe can give th 'bape n 
desires wh -0 fre,h aod pliable (p. 38t)," Labiza cle~lrly deseri b s do voucl, 

m Se latthew Alfs, r'\ n Herbal ßrcakthroug h in Rheumatol gy: ßul l Thistle 
(Gml/n1l'/1lgorl') or SponJ ylmmb ropathy, "jo((n/al v{the /J1JJ8Iitali (-/,rbaljylJ C"ild 12/3: 
hrrps;f / wv; ),r .amcricanherb, list guild.com/sires / default/ files/sample-arriclcs­
pM /nlfs_ buICthistle_for_sp ndyloarthwpathy.pdf. 
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com 'S fl'om the Tain( langua 1(:, w here it mean. ' whi t ." ccordi ogly, che , 
or Yuchi means "white people." h y \, ere abo called, in uni, o n wirb the 
.\ p, laehites and h ctaw with whom they were intermingled, Chjldre.n o f the 
uno 

"i\mun . the thi ckets of the pwvü ce of tunana there grows a p lant in the 
:hapt uf th i. t1c ~ with large leave. , bristling in di fferen t places ,,\'i th man)' 
tho rn . The inha bitants o f tha t eo untry call it Hyaleitokt, fro m a cerm that 
me ns " the plant that is ve r)' useful." t th rus ts fou:h a stalk that is pro ided 
with two o r three puds taeh ycar that enJ urge like muse uf tbe Articho e and 
which are ero ),rned by a violet-eolored t]ower." f!Ja is tbc pte- reek ro t fo t 
"purpIe," a..~ in Hpcinth, where -cintb eviden rly m ans " flQwer," also in tbe 
pet:-G reck o r PeJasgian language, th -msound being charact ristic, l'lS in the 
\\'o rd " labyrjn th" and place-o, m e COlioth. Thc meclicine plant described here 
i · wirhout da ubt c mmon bull thistle or Cirsium v ulga re. N ative m (ieans 
ha\'e I mg trea lIred buU thistle as a fo d und m edicine, especially th 

bero kee , DeJaware an d 1 roquo.is, wbo lIse it a. an analgesie, ancirheumatic , 
hem rrbo id remecty and anti-cancer treatment. t\ r ek bealer named Tis 
iv[al r \ m entioned by American Herbalis ts G ui ld r gi ter d member 

http:roquo.is
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whose sh ow}' funve rs are acrually bracts s li rro undiog the sm alle r green f1 m\"cr 
that produces the stcds, though they rescmble apricot frui t-prodllcing 
b l<)ssom s in appeaGtnce. Tbey have " teeth" r) r bites on each of their four 
petals' extremities, as the text says. T he etymology is agai~ Greek; kl/!J'ZOJ, a 
spIee plant, Persian la/m)a (Beeks, p. 819.) Such dogwoods are calltd 
' bJeeders," becJlIse thcy exude a whitish o r )7ellowisb re ~io . Southeastern 
lnJians cb ewed or smnkl;::d th c: bark Qr made a tea o f it as an analgesic.216 

T be i\palachi tes called the Rj ,rer pE Ma\' or Altlunaha system Basainim 
(p . 359) and explaincd tbe wo rd as DeHcious River or River Aboundi ng in 
Pish. Ba- seerns to be cognate wi th " bay, basio" and the nther ekmenr 
ugges rs kinsh ip '.vith words like "8avor\'," but an exacr etymol~Jgy cannat be 

propused . 

Land of the White People 
The Apalachites called the Cbattabuochee Rivcr tbe Hitanichi, "its 

and em name ... which m earu; in tbeir langtlage 'beauciflll and pkasant.'" 
Ra fi nesgue no tee! rbat the word bi/arM in rhe "Apalachi" languagc was tht 
same as in t.he Taino 01' ''l--lnyti an '' aod in(:an t "noble, goou, fine, bandsomc, 
jr)rd, chier' (p. 253). Tbe headwaters o f tbc C battahoocbee were in the 

palache kingdom in the foo th iUs of the mountaim. lts lower length was 
nam ed Appalachicola. HDf is "",bite" in l\ncien t Egyptian. The ward is also 
used o f tb ings that are good and fair and pleasaot \X!i th thc suffix -an, it 
means " whi te peoplc, Libyans, se:t peuple." Mo re specifically, TmH/ 
designatc:; "land uf t11 1;:: wb ite pcople, either Libya or Nc>rth Amerlca. Th 
H indus alf;O Gl.lled Am erica the W hite Land, a~ ,Hel the N orse and Britons. 
Tomahltans, then , a syn o nym tor the A palach ites, rneans People of tbe 

O De (h ite Com inent, or (Jf the W hhe Mouot.'tins. This app ears to be one of ehe 
beginoldest etboonyms o f tbe Apalachites. 

T he Sacred Mounrain of Olaimi (p. 3 CJ 2) scel11 s tel reproduce ex(/clh :Jnd 
On 01

Pelagian *ALEIAl "(1vfountain o f) the Gods" (Rafi nesque, p. 150; compni 
thCSI

Elohim in Hebrew) . map
Iaoüas. The pries t~ of th e Apabche are keepers of tll C rites of the tempk. naInj 

!lugurs and healers. T hcy are responsiblc fo r incense b urning, ritual baths, clle &01, 


annals and songs of the kingdom and ceremo oiaJ release o f six IOllal':(!llibird5, utJ 


or "messen?;ers 01' thc suo" each year !i)mbo liLing the freedom of the si) IndJ~ 


pro vinces (pp , 365, 41 7,429). TIl e c[)'mology of tonatzuli !';cems to c()m~ 


horn Gteek 1()1I0S "tune" an d 0t'il"sun, hea\Ten," the latter dement a Pelasgbn 

\vo rd also fou nd in tbc Taino language. Graeves' description dea rl y points tu ~lig 


fur i 
L' 

2:!r, See post dated March 12, 2018 by Janet L. St!rra., UD u:"u 
Monda)' : I nsti tuk f()r American lndian Studic-s Lonh :lt th '\' \lll 
Americans Llsed the D ogwQod T ree": https:/ /patch.c :-"10 
miJdleb LJ ry / dogwoods-medicJ llal-monday. 
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the paimed b unring, t~ Pe1agian ati!tI"sun" (Rafine q\l , p. 198; cL truscao 
l sd, ltalic AI/Je! " Still") and G r ·k trmOJ, < n ote p itch, rune." The cribal na m e 
for th c nfederaqr o f palache To clian ' 011 mar~ wa Atzu Li - ("ch ildr n ur 
th sun '). 111is included the chee C ho ctaw t cl ·c.atte red rem nants an ti 
l10rthcrn alli s of d1e p a!acbitcs. T he anc.ient Egyp rians called themselves 
Child ren f rh -uno 

ODe of the first of a serie of English maps, the atlas by Hermann MoU. 
beginning in 1717 showed the empire of Azilia just cast of the Appalachians 
aod severaJ groups of Charakey towns just on the other sme ofi r to the west. 
On other map WOllt chi- time, we see Indians labelcd filS Atzuli, Children of 
the SUD, aJong ehe eastem .1op es oftheApp alachians. ßy the time ot the 1749 
map abOIre, dIe Apalachites ulemseJves h;wc disappeared, Jeaving only theU 
name in the App:uadan Mountains aJong rvith a pIace-name Apo on the 
Georgia side ofthe Sava.nnah River and two towns rmuked Apaladlas on the 
SOlllh Carolina side. Tht: intea"or and river system as weu as the individual 
Indian tJibaJ names on chis map were somewhftt confused 

Tbe name of the priesrs wbo are keepers f palache oral literatur and 
religioLl s cu m ms p rmid S lI nmi taka.blc e iJence f dle Ap a.lachit . ori 'ns , 
fo r it means, q ll itc imply, " .1 ni,lO , Greek , Children of dle Sun , W rsh.iper~ 

uf Apullo ." Egyptians used the \\lord j-w-n (-Il)-' 6 r the re k race. As. yrians 
u 'cd the c: r I lawallu, Pers ia ns dl e nam e Yauna, Babylo nians th c terms 
Yaman and Yamanaya. In B iblical Heb rc\ , thc r was Yäwän, :md in 
.\1 dem Hebrew it ' Ya an, J avan . T hr ughout a.ntiquü y, Javan was th 

jq3 
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ethnonyrn applied to Io njans, the Ki ttim o r Cyprio r ur Aege.an peopk 
(Rafinesque's Cu tans), including thc 1hnoans and 'Mvcenacan s and 
Tarressians C)f Spain. 

10 his H airilln language no tes, Rafinesquc gives the core lexeme as J OVtlfltl 

"God." H e outcs its currency in tbc: Carib-speaking isJand ~ as weil HIl U) o ther 
Indian languages in botb Nonb and Sou th America aod cjtes the fo llowing 
aoalogies (p. 246); 

) a1l j a.nus u f E truscam, J/I Ombrim , }'[( Ausonian, .lopis Latin, - ]ona, 
YtI1mo, ) ' 111 1;[1(1, ) tTllflgoiez1t/ Clf Basks-)o><o!ll/t/, ) (/n!(111 o f Lybians, JEUE 
lYahwch, Jcb ovahl n f Mnses, Job Luc.h u, Y(rll(1I~~ SUDda, IONa T royan, 
iJmok Slavic, Acbol11m1 .4biCflIl G uan ch , etc. --')"~lh, )'olJo /Jau o,act.ah, 
Hiob N ew Albion, l'a/.!o f\paJachi, Ohtltle O ld Peruv ian, j a!J1!agOtI H uro!1 , 
!J.7akoll ( )zages, COnOl/lf Yaruras , abo Aleu tian, Ogll{1 O th omi, e tc. 

fte r the Tonatzuli .. . th e ra r~ t and most mal'VeJou s o f al l the birds u1at 
are prized among thest' nations is tbat which they nam e P aracou sse, tbat is, 
tll e Kioglet []it., Greek "surpassing (all), nonpareil , pee-rl es~'llt j" of the size 
o f t.~ose smnlJ parakeers that Oll[ islanders GlU Pcu1'iques, bu t it doesn't have 
a crooked beak, its fligbt is even S\v ifter and o f la nger duration and inSLead 
of a boulersome dlitter-chatter of the sam e tone it has a cn' very s'weet and 
conten ting to th e e.ar, conducting itsclf acco niing to the rules of a natural 
music wi th barel! y any bad Hotes (p. 383) .. . . I r makes eminen t sense, tben , 
that the Apalachites g ram to the PaJ;aco us ~e the crown and tide oE King 
among all the othcr bi rds seen in their p rovinces," 

inally, \Ve come to thcApalache or ,L\paJachite name for themselves, their 
etbnonym . Acco[cüng tu Richard Thorm o D, Apalache JS the 
3.uropean izH uon uf Aparas.i . "wbich means <Fro m - O cean 01' Upper 
Amazon Basin - Dcscendan ts of. '" He beli eves most o f the place-nanl es in 
th e Apalach e count:r)' are Panuall from eastem P e.ru. For in,staflce, Satipo, thc. 
name of a capital t()wn at tbc mo uth o f tb e Satilla River, means "Colon.ists -
Place oe' in Panoan. Ano thcr Satipo was in the Smoky Mountaim at tbe 
confl uence oE th e Litue Tenne~see River and Ci tigo Creek. Citigo and 
Stekoah wen: denvcd ftom the Cat:ib/Al'awak version ofSatipo - Satiküa.22­

As we've seen above, hnwever, probably tl,e .t\ntilks, P aria, Peru, Yuc.atao , 
Florida and th e A ppalacbiaos were al! colonized by the same Sea Peorje~) 
who spake mostly pre-Greek and Mycenaea.n G reek. T he Atlans were jQined 
by tb(; lztacans (I tsate, I tzas or Hi rcbiti) and there was a comiog ;ind gn ing 
and even back migration of Caribbean aod M exican peoplcs. l1,ese 
movemeu ts are mi.rrored in the cornp!ex histo ries and admb:tu res set for tb 
in bo th Ra.fine~que and Rochefo rt. 

'2.27 Ricbard L. Thomron, personaJ cürnmunication, June 10, 2019. 
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arlie ·t application 
o the chjef o f a countr ·, l 'homllle par exce/lmCt', and hence, like very m any 
otb er indian tribes Ci pach ., Lenni Lenape, Illi noi), his sub j co; 
aso umed br em inence the p r ud appellation ofT he i: In.!:? 

He: furmer refers to an obscure n tc in Lati n p reser ed in a D urch 
:lCCOllDt dated originally 1562, whcn apparently th Fr nchman J ean Ribault 
first isit d the palachite~ mld I' orted n them. T his not names bo rh m e 
king c. f the tribe and tbe surrounding t1l unta.1o with th same name, 
r\paJach e.l2'J '\ e see thc sam e twinni.ng of names in Roch ' ~ r t's acco unt, 
whcre ApaJache designates the countr ' and Apalachit s the Inb abimnts. Anel 
it i ~ ignificant that tlH~ j \ppalachia n !11ountain ma)' jus m an "whi re 
mountJ"[j ns": T h e nicoi range w ' na med after rbe Ch rokee w rcl for 
whi te rmanl," 1t1ll'ka. !\t any ra te, th e mystery uf the etymology oE 
ppala hian aod Apalac.h and A palach ites endur s. lt is 'i milar to tbe adJle 

that Li es a[ tbe ro t o f d 1 C le "herues • ud T aligewi ur Talegan . 
The ttib J aue! tino'lIi stic his to ry o E [he Solltheast is a pali mpse.' t of 

influeoc s. Ch ' rokec Q'ene.tic ~train s and Creek cu n federated tri bes mos tly 
combin contrib utiüns from can&navia and th o rth uf E llrope, the 

fedi terran an, uth and entral merica , the aribbean and other p lac s, 
unly in a miau r \Va ' traces (j f 1ongolia anel iberia. B th Cherc kee and Cr ek 
ackli tionally have m uch JC'N;sh, tmenian, Ital ian , Spani b and thet: post­
_ lumbian admixtu re . W heth r out of [lo liti aJ clcigencies or f()f ba tever 

reasons, tb ,eademie establishment has tu rned irs face o n thi , to ryline. ne 
wunders to whieh s id~ f th concru crs)' the terms c n pi ra cy tbeory anti 

!lB Brinto! p. 59, pp. 15 1-52, no tes 1 3, 134. 
2!9 Tran~lated Fwm th Lari n in Brimon's note, tb label u D " the mnp r the cuunm: 
in Dapper's fme ami Unbekaftllte !lr,l, (Am:t>rdam I(j )" (ead , : ''The ki ng ~ bo 
Ii\'ed in these mountairu; in lh v <1r 156 was said [0 be AplIhrcy; and rhe \'e 
Il1üuntains were aLled]"" the ~ame name," ll. 134, p. 152. 
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Bdm n , who wror in the mid-n-Iate nineteen dl centu ry, has a different 
rake n th mean.i.oo· of the name Appalachian. He acknu v\e 1ges that its 
origin or tym log)' is a " vexed questi n," and that " the orth g rapb r o f the 
name is given axiously by dl e old r weite r , }\pahladle, Abolachj, peo l.'1 t i, 

ppalatta, and very frcq uently without the fir~t I tt r, Palaxy, PaJarcy," but 
b lieves, up n \ eighin th cyidcnce, " that we m u-t explain its meaning 
[, nd] con . i r ir an indicari n f ancient conoectiun with the soutbero 
concinent, aod in itself a pure Carib word ." , " e quare his .'plana tion as 
folIows: 

ApdliclJe in th e T am30ac·a d ialect f the G uarana, t m n the O rjnoco 
signiEi IlItllI LG ilii , Saggio di S/ona .,LllI/nicanLl, Tomo nf. p. 375J, and the 

f tbe name in the no rthern con tin n t wa' as a title 

http:mean.i.oo


crnk c.L DN i\ Srudics 11 

maoufactll fcd history an: better app ijecl , to estabLsbed academic studie:. or 

to tbc " Junatic ftinge" u f cJj ffu sioni sm and di verse in.tlucnces. 

ra cisrn any less raust tban whi te supreroacy? 


Naming Customs 
oe of tllc personal nam es of an l\ palacbe kinglet, we learn, is Mayrdok 

(p. 4(7) . He is rnen tioned rwice, in the secon d insra.nce as the paracollsse (king) 
\Vbo introduced thc institution o f police fo.rces :l1110 IJg tbe Apalach ites, 
oroethiog th c: Cherokee of N orth Gcorgia also b ad, as did histoticaJ Creek 

l nd ians, calling it the ligh thurse. T b e name is vet)' elose to the Babylonian 
god-kiog's name Mardu k (Son oE d1e Sun) . T he irlformants in Rochefort 
rd are that Mayrdok lived "six or scven genera tions" bcfare dlem. This would 
suggest a recen t timeframe. 

Are we to look fo t" a deep or shaUo\v time frame for cognancy and 
xplan atiou? 1 0 co nsider an ancient depth, it is not the flrst time a souvenir 

from ancient MesQPotamia has tu rned up in G corgia. I n 1963, Mrs. Joe 
Hearn was digging in heJ' yard wben sh e fo und a "smalJ mblet of lead, 
inscribcd with strange symbols on both sjdes." Ovcr a period of years she 
unearthed other pieces of lead aloug with arrowhcads. Finally, she ~t1bmjtted 

th e lead rablet to examination by t:-'\perts. The ioscrip tions were Clloeifonn, 
tbc script was fw m SU1uer, and it was dated tQ about 2400 aCE. Whcn 
tramlated, it s;ud tb e scribe E nila, a ch\-inc name, in the 27~h or 28'1\ year of 
the reigh o f Shull:,,,liste.d a gift of shcep wo goat~ to the sl1n-gud Utu and the 
goddcss Lunma-Lusr-aJ o f Sum er. "Tbe lead tahJct \Vas ap paren tly made on 
Hearn ptoperty by the losHvax method."230 

n ru ternative in terp retation invQlves taking thc infonnants s t their word 
and placing th e evem 120 to 140 ycars before 1650, that is between 1510 and 
15'10. Can there have beE'o ao)' Marduks around in tbat era reSPQn~ibJ e [a r 
ins titllti ug an Amel;can indian po li ce departtn eo t? Mus t empbati calJy there 
were. }\ s men tioned in chapter 'l ("1 1ixed Results") these were tbe years when 
the Safavid Empire was taking shape as thc great Shj'ite cow1terbalance to 

tbe Sun ni Ottom ans. Thc fi rst shah in a new Persian Empire was lsmaiJ 1 
150 1. -1 524. Arm enia \Va:; evenly div idcd between th c Ottoman Turks in the 
West and thc Safavid Persians in lra..'1. u teraJJy m illions of Annenians were 
mmred arö und on short oxder. Marduk has always been a popular Persian 
name, even down (Q mudern limes. 

But our Mayrduk wa~ Apalachite. N o on e say~ he was a foreigner. He was 
ooe of their g rea t kings. Mayrduk was celcb ra ted in story and song. The 
answer to tll is riddle seems to iie in Apal.ach e naming habits. We read in 
Articlc xn (p. 423, App. D) that "iliey o rdi nal'ily give tbeir male chi ldten the 

1341 Gloria Parley, II/ PiLtill .I"~g/;L: OM !lYodd Rl'CordJi ll Af/(iml A1Jltr7CD (Golden: G loria 
Fader PubHcation" 2007) , p. 11 . 
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names of coemie f th eirs." So Mayrduk could bave been tbe name f a 
Per iao enemy cl [, ated by tbe palachi tes. Wh ever he was, be seerns to 
have introdu ed th idea ( f P licin rand 0 g0\7etnor~ from rab pracrice, 
fmm haria Iaw and tbe I slamic doctrine of hisbob. We can astly imag.ine (hat 
'rucks, Armenians, P rsinns anel u thers \ ere pre 'ent in tb lel Su utbeast thc 
sam wa)' French, Spanish , Jews and o th ers wen:. ur )so mal matches to 

ffilc rüa, Turkcrand Iran in D A tests ar hard tO e:plain om rwise. 
Tbe p ractice f gi ,iocr a \;.,r:urio r thc nam of the EiLst enemy hc kills was 

a herokee cus tom , wo. )t aceoun ts for the oam es Man killer, Wbite N[an 
Killer aod ata\ ba Kill r. 

If we ar righ t ab ut the een ttal roje f the f-la itian o r Pela ian languagl::, 
al10 rher dlscovery rhat em erg s conccrns Yu-ehee, the n ame 0 f the Uchee or 
Yuchi " nclians." Th is ethnonym r ~ol es into th lements Yu "white, 
bright" (p. 228) and chec/see ' pcople." 

Th thn . lügi c.al not sb , B rigstock and G raeve ar erl' valuable. For 
authen ticity they (o uld b E rab ly $ct be ide anyth ing p ublished by the 
mid1son.ian In ,titution r Peabody I nsti tut· in modern tim es. Botb men 's 

and women's hairs (yle~ are co credo The men's is cl sct:ibe as foll ow : 

Th inhabitan ts of tbe mOll.Iltains aop co mpletely the hai[ n the righ t 
-ide and letting the rest r \V o ut, wind and beap it ( n top of th eir hcacl 
in tbe fo rm of a cres t th :tt slip a b it over th I ft t:ar (p . 388) . ... 

APALAClIELOOKS? Donald Yates'great-great-grandfath rJilmes B. Yates, 
Jr, in 3 photograph from aboot 1880. Born on the Lower Oconee River in 
Washington County, Ga. about 1820, he was rep ortedly l1aJfIndian, Note the 
long bJack hair piJed on his h Cf./d und compare de Graeves' n otes on men's 
hair .~tyles. Farnily tradition says the Yates arms and caltle brand were laken 
81V3Y from his fatherJa.mes B, Yates, Sr. "fOT marrying ao Indian." H er name 
was never mentioned. 
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In c!osing, we would Jjke to draw attentio n to a ttait we believe will he nf 
pankufar interes r to genealogists. Tbc Apm ch ites named daughters after 
deao a W1ts and grandmothers. The same cus tom is o ne of the morl 
disUn ctive and endeanng trai rs cf Southern famil) trees. lf thc right name i. 
not avaj]able becausc carried by a U,;ng fatr~l y membt:r, we are inform ed. 
they make up "others accurding to their fanc)' \,'hich, if (Jnt: is tu belic\' 
them , have man)' hidden m ysteries" (p. 423). Surel)', it \Va~ this custom tim 
p roduced oames like Alzina, l::'. raJ ka, LucinJerella, L uta Mae, LO llhanna and 
similar fanciful in the mixed families of th e South. Tt also e..-.:.plains an im rcnted 
name like Elvin Fa)', wl1ich my grandmother gave to m)' father's ynungcr 
h rorher. \X1hen the coast gLlard comm~U1der \Tjsired wid1 his familyasI \Va! 

growing up, we eall ed them U nde fay aod Aun t Sarah .. . o r sometimes, 
ode Sarah and A W1 t Fay, In hjs professional career, he quickly asslul1ed the 

name Pox rnther tban Fay. 
\\'ie believe the name A palachee comes from Old G rcck ap- "far <lwa( 

(cf. German ab, " fro m" Celde ap-, p- "son uf') an el aIat- , Dorie aJ..a'W~ 
"w<Ulderer" from alaomai , Pro to-l ndu-Europ ean *alä-, "wandel', o ften in the 
aimless sense, roam abOllt, be banish ed ." T hus, the singular mea ns 
"Wanderer (rom A far." T be cullective m e:anjng, as in Elati Cherokee and 
E lohi, is Wanderers ftnm Over the Sea. Not fo r nut hing was a Creek d üef 
named ll1e F ar-Off Warrio r and th e Cherokee priocipaJ ch ief AmaJohi}~ 

(Admiral, Sea CaptlÜl1), or ~1oytoy. 

N aw thar W I': k.no\\l the tribal name A palachites is G I-eek, weir hi~[Qry 
bef,ra.tl in the Bronze Age, and thcir D Ni\ came (rom tbe O ld \X1orld, do \\'e 
refrain from calling Wem "I ndians"? I s th is term only rescn' cd for people 
thought tu come acruss thc Bering Slrait? lf th e answe.r to that qucstion in 
tbe cycs of tbc authorities and arbiters o f academia is yes, it is becallse these 
experts are unwi Ui ng to cunsiJer knowledge in an ecumenical \Vay. Tbeyarl 
till ftghting the battles of i ~olacio nism ve rsus d itlusiü ni sm. T h e geneticim 

clo not be.lievc p eople coLlld haye crossed seas in the remote past. All thd r 
migrations are recons trueted ,lCroSS landmasscs. Tbe b..is torians cannot 
conceive o f tb <; world as nne. 

all od 1650, the A palachites claimed to th e F reneb to be th e oldest trib 
in America. They \Ven~ effeccively wipcd out in the great smallpox epide.rrüc 
uf 1696.23 1 By 1701 dleir name was gone frpm mars of the regic)n . T he 
Cherokee, bown'cr. did not di sappe'lf. In tbe nex t ch arter, we will take up 
their resilient sto ry. 

wal' 

23 1 111omton, N atilld :; lIlJ'dnprdia f!ICeoryjtl. pp. 74-77. 
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