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Myrine ..................... 26 
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Othrys... ............. .. .. 101 
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Paphlagonians (2) .136a 

Parthenius River .... 120 

Pegae Spring ..... ....... 59 

Pegasae Harbor. .... ... .. 5 

Pelasgian ................. 12 
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Scylla, Charybdis ... 175 

Scythians.. ......... ..... 139 

Sepian Headland ..... . 13 

Sicinus Island ........... 27 

Sigeum .................... .49 
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Sporades Islands .. ... 200 
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Len gth of Travel 

Argonautica records hO\v many days between stops, and how many 
days the Argonauts spent at each stop. The total of four months 
eliminates all routes in the Mediterranean. 

Figure 3: The Ar yonauts traveled lour months. 
Travel StolY

From To 
Oays Davs 

lottOS Aphetae 1 2 

Aphe .e yone 3 7 

Mynne Darcl oia 1 0 
Dardanla Sigeum 0 
Slgeum Chytus 1 0 
ChytUs 51geum 1 15 
Sigeum Mysla 1 () 

ysia Bebrytlol 1 1 
8ebrytla Ph neus 1 " PhlOeus Thyn ols 1 2 
Thymols lycus 1 12 
lycus Lyra 1 1 

lyra Thermedon 1 0 
Thermedon Enyaltus 2 1 

EnYolJJUs Phll~ 1 
Phllyra Aeol 1 3 

ea Fleete 0 0 
Fleece H lys 3 0 

Ha1VS Anems l 1 

Artemls Eleetrol 1 0 
Eteetra eilte 1 0 

eh.e Electra 1 0 
Eleetra Sardin 1 0 
Sardlnlol Circe 1 1 
Circe ThnOilcta 1 0 
Thnnaaa Orepane 1 
Orepane LlbYtl 9 1 
Ubya Tnton 12 1 

Triton OlCte 1 1 
Olete H ppurls 1 0 
HlppurlS CaIhste 1 

athrte lolcos 3 0 
Total 59 60 
GrTotal days 119 
GrTotal months " 
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About the Author 

Stuart L. HaITis graduated from Princeton University, University of 
Pennsylvania, and Stanford University. An interest in ancient history 
led to the deciphelment of Linear A, followed in rapid succession by 
Owners Marks, Old European, Indus Valley, Linear Elamite, Val 
Camonican, Etruscan, Iberian, Tartessian, Glozel , Pictish Ogham, 
Chinese pots, Clovis, Australian, and a host of other related scripts, a11 
in Finnish. 

A parallel interest in archaeology led to the discovery of aseries of 
catastrophic floods, usua11y triggered by a elose pass of planet Nibiru 
every 1200 years. With Emilio Spedicato, exact dates for these events 
were gradua11y established, which created a framework on which to 
separate one catastrophe from another. The immense gravity of N ibiru 
could yank a mountain chain into the air leaving jagged peaks. The 
world suffered repeated mega floods, one of which deposited five 
million mammoths along the Siberian coast, another created Great Satt 
Lake, another flooded the interior desert of Australia, another flooded 
the Sahara Desert, another the Caribbean. 

A third interest was the discovery of Troy in Finland by fo11owing 
directions from Felice Vinci. At the same time, it became possib1e to 
recreate ancient cities by visualizing post holes in aerial photographs. 
Ihis led to the discovery of the Norse civilization in Finland centered 
around Asgard in tbe Comrnune of Pemiö. 

Combining these interests led to a detailed map of the spread of Celtic 
civilization througbout Europe, identification of the sunken islands of 
Atlantis and Aldland, destruction of India that ended the Y ounger 
Dryas. solution to what tem1inates each ice age, and decipherment of 
an early voyage to America on four ships charted from Atlantis. 
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Preface 

Ihis book presents two original concepts: 
• 	 The route of Jason and the Argonauts through Finland in 1223 Be.I1d. 
• 	 Reconstruction of ci ties from aerial photographs by identi:fying 

spntce trees growing in old post holes. 

It solves a great mystery of Classical Greek - the impossible 

were geography. No amount of twisting and tuming can fit the voyage into 
four months. What critics could not understand must be a fable. 

But it i not; 200 places appear in the same sequence as presented by Impo 
Apollonius Rhodius. Except for soldiers who sprouted from a plowed 
field, the rest is real, even the dragon tbat ne ver sleeps, a giant figure 

routes carved into the landscape. 

One other discovery was how Greeks cOllstructed their puzzling 
l1ames. Aseparate book Argonautica Deciphered translates every 
proper name based upon an algorithm described by Homer. 

Many readers will be familiar with the Argonauts, but not the location 
of their voyage. In 1995, Felici Vinci proved conclusively that 
Homer's Trojan War took place in the Baltic Sea, not the 
Mediterranean Sea. He identified a hundred place names in sequence 

I from the List of Ships in Book 2 of the Jliad. The list beg ins n0l1h of 
the 

Stockholm, proceeds counter clockwise around the Baltic, and ends in 
northern Finland. Accordingly, the Aegean Sea moved from Greece to 
Finland. This move allows a straight-forward reconstruction of the 
route of the Argo, with 200 identities accompanied by 27 city plans 
along the route. This route is compact, entirely within 30 miles of 
Olympus, which allows its completion in the allotted tour months, 
beginning in June of 1223 Be.i my 

In the summer of 2003 , photographer John Cato joined me and my 
wife Sandy in Finland to look tor Troy. Finnish archaeologists were 
convinced that Finland lay empty during the Bronze Age. Despite 
tInding 1500 huge Bronze-age caims spread across the land, they 
estimated a total population of fifty people at any one time. This 
absurd conclusion contrasted with the dense populations of Denmark 
{lnd Sweden, but diligent searches had found no foundation stones, no 
teils, no garbage dumps, no bridges, no pottery, no metal, no burials, 
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Argonauts in Finland 
no sacred springs, no cave deposits, no sunken ships, all ofwhich wereheat. 
in abundance in the MeditelTanean. on the 

As we discovered, Finnish archaeology differs drastically from that of 
the MeditelTanean. They built bridges and buildings out of wood Wi 
without foundation stones. Wood buildings bumed or rotted and left featu 
no tells. They used birch-bark baskets, wood cups and plates, and of 
copper cauldrons instead of pottery. The dead were cremated, not Eu 
buried. In Finland' s acidic soil , organic refuse does not survive, so A 
there are no garbage dumps. Plankton blooms profusely in the Baltic 
Sea, which prevents divers from seeing past their hand, so they have 

. were
found very few wrecks. The average Fmn lacked metal because copper 11 
traders, who left Bell Beakers as a calling card, went 110 further east sma. 
than Denmark. Yet they had metal, but took it with them when they 

perfee
migrated south after the fall of Troy. There are no caves in Finland, 
yet a constant reference to caves in the Iliad is misleading because a This t 
cave meant a stone building. Most of the immense foundation stones durinl 
ofthe walls ofTroy, halfthe size ofa VW bus, were stolen and sold to visite 
developers by the famler who owns the land. Jason 

In the fall of 1180 BC, ten years after the Trojan War, a catastrophic Man 
fire, flood and cold caused many survivors in the Baltic to migrate years 
south with what Jittle metal they possessed. Some built new ships and Whil 
sailed to Egypt. CaJled Sea Peoples, they invaded Egypt in 1177 BC; a deiti( 
prisoner told Pharaoh that they had suffered heavily from fire and spe 
flood. and 

man:
After the fall of Troy in 1190 BC, rather than become slaves to 

the t
Achaeans from Denmark, most Finns loaded thetr belongings on sleds 

Lern
pulled by cattle and crossed the frozen Baltic to Poland, then continued 
across the Hungarian Plain to Turkey. They followed an ancient route The 
along the Danube used by Prtnce Scamander, who came from a Cretan mSl! 
settlement at Cappadocia in Turkey. Called Trojans , they had survived 200. 

widespread incineration at the time of Exodus by hiding in the in I 
underground city of Cappadocia. Scamander's name means 'Big Ball 

settlement underground' and the root word TUR means 'conquer' in hun 

Sanskrit. 15 
l7i­

To their astonishment, the migrants from Finland found that Turkey, 
Greece, Haly, and most of the eastern Mediterranean were nearly ACI 

deserted. Rather than smoking ruins from pillaging, they encountered Ka 
bare stones walls, whose upper surface had been melted by extreme 14: 
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lvere 	 heat. A satellite of Mars bad broken apart and incinerated a vast area 

on the night of the Passover in March of 1185 BC, which ended the 
Bronze Age.at of 

'ood Without locals to advise them, these immigrants named geographie 
lieft features after similar ones in the Baltic, thus giving rise to a parallel set 
and of names and endless confusion. Cremation replaced burial in central 
not Europe. 

~, so 
Afterward, Finland lay vacant for nearly 400 years. When new people

:altic 
retumed to start the lron Age, they had forgotten their heritage. Names

have 
were lost. lnstead of bui Iding immense hexagonal palaces, they erected

Ipper 
small log hornes and buried their dead. However, Bronze Age history

east 
survived in 	Greek mythology. Homer's geography in the Wad makes

they 
perfeet sense in the Baltic, but not in Greece. 

land, 

ase a This book hopes to dispel the perception that Finland was a backwater 

iones during the Bronze Age. lt presents detailed images of city after city 

ld to visited by Jason and the Argonauts during their four-month voyage. 


Jason started at Pelasgia, next to Mt. Pelion. Its present name, 'Old 
Man Hili', refers to Zeus, who founded Olympos around 1900 BC, 700 

~phic 
years before the Argo set sail. 

~rate 
; and While foIlowing the voyage of the Argo, 1 discovered that many Greek 
C;a deities bad perished in 1940 BC, when Hekla in lceland erupted and 
and spewed deadly hydrogen fluoride across Finland. At that time, Cronos 

and Rhea lived at Othrys on the Bosporos ami died there along with 
many other Titans. However, none of their children were in Finland at 

s to 
the time, and they survived. Construction of buildings at Othrys and

leds 
Lemnos ended around 1940 Be.

nued 
The reconstruction of Jason 's route was made possible by a brilliant ~~:~ insight from Felice Vinci of Rome (Homer in the Baltic, 1993, 1995, 

ived 2005). Based on scraps of evidence, he deduced that the List of Shipsr
I the in Book 2 of Homer's lliad proceeded counterclockwise around the 
'Big Baltic Sea beginning north of Stockholm. In short order he found a 

~r' in 	 hundred matches, in sequence. In this list, Troija appears near Toija, 
15 km east of Salo. Troy lies 10 km away, at an intersection named 
Yfi-kulma meaning 'high comer'.

rkey, 
early Across the road was the famous settlement Pohjola in the Finnish epic 
tered Kalevala, which was composed by Väinämöinen between 1430 and 
reme 1420 BC. In this epic, Väinämöinen is the same as the legendary bard 
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1ason; his brotherIlmarinen is the same as Dardanus. Dardanus and h 
wife Bateia founded Dardania on land she owned near Pohjola. 
kjngs changed the name to Troija in honor of Bateia and her b 
Teucer, who died within a year of each other. Burial mounds of bot' 
brothers Dardanus and Iason lie on twin islets four kilometers south 0 

Troija, next to Lemnos. 

Kalevala, fliad. Argonaut;ca. and Greek mythology describe tht 
Commune of Pemiö during the Late Bronze Age. Sea level was 15-20 
m higher because the land had been depressed by an ice sheet a 
kilometer thick. The route of the Argonauts began at Iolcos, near 
Mount Pelion. Like Homer's fliad, Apollonius Rhodius' Argonallt;ca 
invents interaction with the younger gods who survived the calamity oi 
1940 Be. 

The text and images concentrate on place names along the route and 
reconstruction of cities, rather than the exploits of men, women and a 
mythical beasts that have been profusely illustrated. 

Several fundamental errors oeeur in typical depietions of Argonautica: 

• 	 Cities were fortified with a high palisade, not stone walls. 

• 	 Houses were immense, 100 to 150 macross, post-and-beam with 
sod-over-birchbark roofs, plank walls, plank floors. 

• 	 Men and women were taller than today, while the bravest heroes 
were the size of Goliath or larger. 

• 	 Titans and other gods were 18 to 24 ft taU; the first Hercules ate an 
entire ox at one sitting. Giants were something else, over 30 ft tall. 

• 	 Their ships resembled Viking longboats, not triremes with a ram in 
the bow. 

• 	 The language was Finnish, not Greek. 

• 	 There was very little pottery, by ehoiee. 

• 	 Fabric was woven on a 4-heddle horizontal 100m. A spmnmg 
wheel spun yarn. A vertical 100m was impractical, whieh Ulysses' 
wife Penelope used to her advantage. 

• 	 A variety of carriages, wagons, emts, sledges, and sleighs were 
available, pulled by horses, cattle, and reindeer. 

• 	 Mead, beer, and eider were stored in kegs. 
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, and his Women wore veils on special occasions. 
a. Later 

• Children were responsible for many adult tasks, such as herding, 
brother 

cooking, and cleaning. 
of both 

south of • Medicine was collected, stored, proscribed, and administered by 
wornen except for Cheiron. 

One other discovery was how Greeks constructed their impossible 
names. Aseparate book deciphers each proper name in Argonautica, 
some 800. Names are composed of the first one or two letters of every 

os, near word in a sentence spoken by a grandparent to a grandchild. For 
onalltica example, Troija comes from 'Fetch some groats from your father in a 
mity of grain basket'. 

As an aside, the Commune of Pemiö where the voyage began should 
ute and be a national park. At least 20 cities surround the ancient Aegean Sea, 

a region called Hellas. ien and 
wut/ca: 

m with 

theroes 

s ate an 
oft tall. 

a ram in 

Ipmnmg 
~ Iysses ' 

~hS were 
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Argonauts in Finland 

Jason and the Argonauts 

Iintroduct,ion Since 
ident; 

Contrary to popular belief, the Argonauts' quest for the Golden Fleeee o ther 
began in Finland, not in Greeee (Figure I). This book follows the J aSOJl 
voyage related in Argonautica by Apollonius Rhodius (3 rt! e. BC). his ql 
translated by Robert Cooper Seaton in 1912. Anal: 

They foHowed a eircle route whose geographieal features mateh the shop 
Finnish landseape. As tb 
200 places along the route are identified on topographie maps. bold' 

Aeha
In Finland: 27 eities are reconstrueted from aerial photographs 

had t
ineluding Iolcos, Pelasgia, Troy, Kalevala, Sigeum, Bebryeia, Mysia. 

and
Othrys, Olympos, Lyeus, Aea, and Drepane. 

BC 
In Poland: the Heriä eivilization Horn 12,500 years ago is identified 

A l th 
from details provided in one tale. 

111 asl 
In Sweden: Thebes and the Delphi oracle are identified and mapped. 25 m 

In Estonia: Tartarus, the Elysian Isles, and the river Styx are The 
identified. Rho 

t\-venThis loeation for tbe quest of tbe golden fleeee solves a puzzling 
theygeographieal problem: no amount of fiddling, swapping lines of text 
transadding extra years, ean fit the voyage of the Argo into the 

MeditelTanean landseape. For example, a reeent translation by Peter Sacr 
Green (1997) spends several pages justifying why he swapped this or n~ 

that line oftext to fit the "aetual" geography. text· 

The loeation of Troy in FinJand began in 1995 wben Feli ce Vinei of A SI 

Rome made a startling diseovery. He recognized that the 'List of desc 
Ships' in Book 2 of Homer's lliad proeeeded counter-cloekwise 
around the Baltie Sea, beginning north of Stockholm. In his book 
Harner in the Baltic, V inci identi fied a hundred place na mes, in 
sequcnee, whieh matehed the sequence ofnames in the 'List ofShips'. 

Befc 
Homer's list plaees Troy near the village of Toija. 25 km southeas t of 
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North fanTI' , a legendary town Ln the Finnish epic Kalevala. Here 

Trojans under Prince Scamander lived before Dardanus founded 
Dardania, later renamed Troija. The closest city is Pemiö, 10 km 
west, on Route 50, the King's Highway. 

Since then, many other cities, rivers and mountains have been 
identified by following directions in Kalevala, Iliad, Argonautica, and 

:Ieece 	 other Greek histories. 
's the Jason was schooled at Pelasgia, south of the river Anaurus. He began
BC), 

his quest tor the fleece at lolcos, a major ship-building center north of 
Anaurus. Along the river, a dozen workshops constructed ships; one 

h the shop at the harbor of Pegasae built the Argo. 

As the voyage began, the mother of Achilles waved goodbye while 
holding her baby son in her arms. At the age of 15 he joined the 
Achaean fleet. By the time the Trojan War began in 1200 BC, Achilles raphs 
had been with the Achaean t1eet for 8 years and was now an admiral Iysia, 
and a king. He was therefore 23 years old, which gives a date of 1200 
BC +23 = 1223 BC for Argonautica. 

tified 
At that time, relative sea level graded from 15 .5 m asl at Pemiö to 19.5 
!TI asl at Salo. Inland lakes connected by the river Acheron varied from 

ped. 25 111 to 32.5 m asl. 

( are 	 The Argonauts' joumey rests largely upon the research of Apollonius 
Rhodius, who composed Argonautica around 248 BC at the age of 
twenty. Like Homer, he added contributions from the younger gods as :zling 

, text , they followed this epic joumey. The most inspired addition "vas the 
transformation of Medea by an arrow of love from Cupid. the 

Sacred Texts publishes a translation by R. C. Seaton (1912) with line 
numbers to simplify cross-checking. The version herein compresses 
text to concentrate on geography and the turmoil of Medea. 

A separate book translates every proper name usmg an algorithm 
described by Homer in Odyssey. 

Location of Troy 

Before the route of Jason and the Argonauts can be established, Troy 
must be located. Once Troy is found , then the route began a few 
kilometers south ofTroy at Mount PeIion . 
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Troy was not in Tu rkey 

Troy was not at Hissarlik in Turkey. Its late archaeologist, Mannfred 
Korfmann, denied this location for the following reasons: 

• 	 It was called Wilusa instead of Troy by Hittites. 

• 	 It was built of stone instead of wood. 

• 	 It was thousands of years old instead of hundreds. 

• 	 Its dead were buried instead of cremated. 

• 	 lt was 32 km 1'rom Mt lda instead of on the slope. 

• 	 It was too small to hold tens of thousands of Trojans. 

• 	 No trace exists of a nearby 1'ortification for the Achaean army and 
their fleet. 

• 	 A defensive ditch surrounded Wilusa but not Troy. 

• 	 It had suf1'ered many destructions and subsequent rebuilding 
instead of one. 

Troy was not in England 

Subse 
Iman Jacob Wilkins theorized that Troy was in England because a 

photol 
handful 01' rivers near London have the same names as those from the 

geol11~
lIiad. In addition, a Bronze Age army was found buried near London 
with hundreds of soldiers dressed in full military equipment. The 1 

those 
However, the geography does not match Homer. city e 
Instead, early settIers came from Troy. Geof1'rey of Monmouth store 
deciphered an ancient text about the first king of England, who arrived Tbe f 
after a catastrophe had decimated the local population. Brutus and Finlli 
Emogen landed in Britain three generations after the Trojan War. They first a 
led a fleet 01' 324 ships carrying 18,000 Trojan refugees, most of whom 
had just been liberated from slavery in Greece. At that time, Greece Whel 

was Homer's name tor Denmark and Scania, inhabited by Achaeans. rema 
The (These immigrants then named local rivers around London after those 

from around Troy. 	 corm 
Scan 
the e 
resul 
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Troy was in Finland 

Mannfred In 1995, Feliee Vinei of Rome made a startling diseovery about the 
loeation of Troy. He recognized that the 'List of Ships' in Book 2 of 
Homer's Jliad proeeeded counter-c\oekwise around the Baltic Sea, 
beginning north of Stoekholm. In his book Horne!" in the Baltic, Vinei 
identified a hundred plaee names, in sequence, that matehed the 
sequenee of names in the 'List of Ships'. In this list, Troy was in 
Finland near the village of Toija. 

In 2004, by following direetions from Feliee Vinei , John eato [rom 
National Geographie and I found Troy, 10 km east of Perniö. 

Fi ure 5: LocatiOI1 olTro J in Finland. 
o 50 100 kmam1yand Turttu. 1 E18 Salo · LI ---L..---L---"---,.~L.I_ ___--'1 

E1~ 
Helslnkt" 

•rebuilding 

51 

Road.lvT~ 

Subsequently, I diseovered how to reconstmct buildings from aerial
beeause a 

photographs by mapping dark spruee trees growing in old post holes in 
~ from the 

geometrie alignments. 
r London 

The Troy site is a low hill eovered with spruee trees. By connecting 
those spruce trees growing in geometrie arrays with beams, an entire 
city emerged, having a palisade, gates, houses, stables, meeting halls, 
store rooms, roads and much more. 

The fam1 that Troija is on is called Pohjola after a legendary eity in the 
Finnish epie Kalevala. Pohjola is where most Trojans lived when they 
first arrived in Finland. 

When I last visited the site, a few immense foundation stones 
remained, the rest having been sold by the farmer to local developers. 
The eitadel of Ilion occupies a flat area above a cliff at the southwest 
comer. The lower slope of Ida begins at the east wall, the river 
Seamander tlows past the north wall, and the river Xanthus tlows past 
the east wall. The hot spring that Homer mentions was a joke, the 
result of urine tlowing down a ditch [rom astring of horse stables. 
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The Achaean army built an immense palisaded fortress a kilometer 
southwest of llion by the shore of the Aegean Sea. The owner of tbis N 
fann declined to talk witb me, but other fanners said they had foun~ next 
numerous artifacts from that era. One farn1er found four Danish bronz( 
swords in perfect condition, now displayed at tbe Archaeological 
Museum in Helsinki. 

Origin of Argonauts 

Migration trom Portugal 

According to Greek mythology, Gaia aod Ouraoos carne from a place Empir 
called Chaos on the shore of tbe Atlantic Ocean. Chaos is a Finnish 
word meaning 'far away', which does not help. Greeks called them Coppe 
Protogenoi meaning 'first born'. colore 

made 
The Frisian manuscript Oera Linda Boek begins with a great flQod in in the 
2194 BC, when the island of Aldland COld Land' , Greek Hyperborea) says,
sank beneath the sea. [ts tsunami drowned Ireland and England. Many the to 
mountain peaks of Aldland remain above water, caHed the Faroe 

FromIslands. 
reco 

One hundred years later, in the early summer of 2094 BC, a large The r 
migration arrived at the Rhine River from somewhere south. Fierce navlg
Saxon warriors stopped their migration. Frisian spies watched the 

Thegroup debate what to do. They decided to divide, one half going west 
to Ireland, the other half east to Poland. 

The l 
The group going to Poland arrived at the Baltic near Gdansk and calle, 
erected log hornes. Over the winter they built ships, and the next in Ir 
summer spread out to eastern Sweden, Finland, and Estonia, aB of may 
which were thinly inhabited. aste 

A Frisian asked Gaia who they were. She responded in FiImish, " Ma 	 prIOI 

intoGaia. aare " meaning 'I am Gaia, messenger' . Afterwards, Frisians 
at e \ called them Magyarar. This exchange signifies that Gaia spoke Finnish 

and Frisians did not quite understand her. The~ 

HellAccording to Irish Annals: 100 years after a great flood, Chichol 
AchGrenchos led 600 men and wornen to Ireland. CaUed Fomorians, they 
16 farrived at the Bay of Dublin in six longboats of 100 each, 0111y to find 
layethat Ireland was deserted, 110 animalieft alive. To make matters worse, 
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kilometer rustlers apparently stole their livestock waiting for transport in 
er of this Nomlandy. Nor was any livestock left alive in England, Thus, for the 
lad found next 200 years, tbey lived on fish and fowl. 
'sh bronze 

Fomorian potters made an unusual pot with hotes arollnd the rim. Only
eological 

üne other place makes this pot, the ,coast of Portugal between Porto 
and the mouth of the river DOllro that divides Spain from Portugal. 

Copper miners, ship builders and traders 

Douro is famous for copper, with mines located in the mountains at the 
headwaters of the river Sil that empties into the Douro. Under Roman 
occupation, these mines were the most productive in the Roman 

m a place Empire. 
a Finnish 
lied them Copper salesmen left a unique calling card, a Bell Beaker, copper 

cülored, with horizontal bands, The first Ben Beaker was apparently 
[ made at Naqada in Egypt by copper merchants around 3500 BC, now 
t floodin in the Archaeological Museum of Rome, An inscription on the pot 
perborea) says, "New primary pot I forged to bring the headman; a wide lip at 
nd. Many the top."
the Faroe 

From the cemetery near where this beaker was found, archaeologists 
recovered four huge obsidian knives, possibly belonging to the traders. 

, a large The point is, the people under Gaia and Ouranos were big smiths and 
1. Fierce navigators who built cargo ships to transport copper. 
tched the 
loing west The Way of St J ames 

The route taken by these migrants is enshrined in areverse pilgrimage 
ansk and called 'The Way of St. James'. One branch begins in Poland, the other 

1 the next in Ireland. Both end at Santiago de Compostella in Galicia, which 
ia, all of may come from Campo de Estela meaning 'Field ofstele'. lfthere was 

a steIe, a cathedral marks the spot where it was erected by the migrants 

nish, "Ma prior to embarking on their joumey. This stele may be incorporated 

I, Frisians into the cburch foundation . Medieval pilgrims built a church or chapel 

ke Finnish at every river crossing (Figure 6). 

These, then, were the ancestors of the people who Iived in and around 

I, Chichol Hellas and made up the crew of the Argo. Their kings were big: 

.'ans, they AchilIes threw a horse on Patroclus' funeral pyre; Hector's spear was 

ly to find 16 ft long; tbe shield of Ajax was made from seven bull hides and a 

ers worse, layer ofbronze; Hercules rowed the Argo by hirnself. 
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Backgroun d of Jason 

1 Petion, Mount 

Pelias, son of Poseidon, seized the lolcan kingdom frorn Aeson, the 
rightful heir. Aeson's wife Alcimede bore hirn a son. Knowing that 
Pelias would destToy the baby without rnercy, Alcirnede devised a 
clever ploy. She gathered her kinswornen to weep and wail over the 
child as if it had been still-born, tben srnuggled the child out of the city 
to Mount Pelion to be reared by the centaur Cheiron. 

Hel/as comprised six regions plus Ihe island 0/ Crete around the 
Aegean Sea, all .vithin the Commune 0/ Perniö. Many more eitles 
exisled in addition to those men!ioned in Argonautica. 

2 Cheiron's School 

Alcimede entrusted Cheiron the centaur and farnous teacher to his 
upbringing, and narned hirn Jason. Jason grew up to be a peerless 
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warrior. Under the expert tutelage of Cheiron, Jason learned archer) 
swordsmanship, horsemanship, and oratory. But most of all, hi 
mastered the art of leadership. When the time was right, Cheiror 
revealed to Jason his tme identity and instnlcted him that it was hi~ 

birthright to claim back the Iolcan throne from Pelias. 

Cheiron 's school occupied land hetvveen Mt. Pelion and FOrearl1i 
Lake, named because it was only a forearm (cubit) deep. Close to the' 
school, students practiced writing on a cl!fliace named 'Writing Cliff. 
Cheiron lived in a stone building called a 'cave' that would not appear 
on aerial photos because it had no post holes. 

Pelias had been wamed by an orac1e that he would be deposed by a 
man wearing one sandal. Jason attended a feast arranged by Pelias to 
honor his father Poseidon. While crossing the muddy creek Anaurus 
to enter lolcos. he lost his sand al. 

As he paid respects to the king, Pelias noted that the young man Jacked 
a sandal on one foot. Pelias decided to give Jason a mission that would 
prove impossible for the young man to complete: go and re cover the 
fabled Golden Fleece from Colchis, which was guarded by a dragon. 

Jason rose to the challenge, built his ship the Argo, and assembled a 
crew. Argus, the Thespian, built a 50-oared ship at Pcgasae, a harbor 
of lokos, with seasoned pine timber from Mount Pelion and an oak 
keel with an insert from Dodona. 
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